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			COVER CONCEPT

		

		
			The cover of the book The Engineering of Family was deliberately designed to express the depth and solidity of the family.

			The tree in the center represents life and family ties, surrounded by a golden arch that refers to the alliance, the pact, and protection.

			The plumb line below highlights precision and accuracy, pointing to a structure aligned with the perfect family project.

			The gold, in turn, reflects priceless values, while the tree suggests organicity, congruence, flourishing, fullness, and depth, as indicated by its roots.

			The compass and clock represent the connection with time, whether eternal or temporal. Direction and season are represented by these figures, reinforcing the need for clarity and planning that every family must dedicate itself to while building and living their lives.

			The minimalist composition reinforces the sophistication and value of the family as a divine engineering simplified by God.

		

		
			
			

		

		

		
			FOREWORD

		

		
			Leila Miranda

		

		
			Being able to write the preface to this book is an honor and a great gift, as well as an opportunity to genuine insight and firsthand knowledge.

			The year 2024 marked our 25th wedding anniversary—our silver anniversary. We have two children, Caio and Bruna, and a beautiful history we have built together.

			I believe that both Cristiano and I dreamed of building a family since we were children, because we had the main references of love and righteousness in our homes.

			This leads me to be certain that the content of this book is not based merely on studies, but is above all the fruit of a life surrendered to God.

			Often, we are not aware that a few minutes or hours of teaching, or even a few pages of a book, are the result of a lifetime and processes that cost everything.

			Building a family according to God’s design manifests a rich environment for us to know the Lord, who created the family as a symbol of Christ’s relationship with the Church.

			It is urgent that families be built according to God’s design so that people can tangibly understand the manifestation of the Lord’s love for us, His Church.

			We don’t arrive ready for marriage. Over the years, we have been shaped, built up, and matured in a process of breaking down patterns, listening to and learning from and in the Lord.

			

			This book is a gift! It is like a beacon, a compass, a compilation (since it would be impossible to share everything we have experienced so far), as well as a summary of what we have learned throughout this incredible journey, which was and continues to be building a family.

			Remembering that this becomes possible when the points addressed in depth in this work are well defined, such as identity, individual responsibilities, fatherhood, manhood, and womanhood, among many others.

			My wish is that this book will be a milestone in your life and family, and that by putting into practice the teachings shared here, you will be able to enjoy, as a family, an environment of fulfillment and peace!

			With love,

			Leila Miranda

			Author’s Wife

		

		
			
			

		

		

		
			ENDORSEMENTS

		

		
			Caio and Bruna Miranda

		

		
			When my father asked me to write about our family, I immediately thought of many things to talk about, since my family has always been an instrument of God in my life!

			Since I was very young, the structure of our family has brought me closer and closer to God and, at all times, points to Christ! And I don’t say this only because of what my parents taught me, but mainly because of what we have experienced. Our family has always served as a model of what I dream of living and as a mirror of what I want for my future.

			The family environment I have experienced since childhood has always been something that has strengthened me greatly. I remember many difficult situations we went through, times when we sat together to pray, thanked God for our family, and at the end of it all, we always said, “Well, no matter what happens, our family will always be united and together, because our joy has always come from this principle.”

			In May 2024, I went through a somewhat delicate situation, in which I had to undergo surgery to remove a tumor in my head, more specifically behind my ear. As soon as I received the medical diagnosis, my initial reaction was sadness and fear, a situation I experienced for two days, reflecting and thinking about everything that could happen.

			Seeing my distress, I could tell that my mother was constantly trying to cheer me up and bring some lightness to the situation, while my father gave me strength and encouraged me to face the “problem.” Anyone who knows them knows that these are very defining characteristics of each one.

			My mother has always brought joy and lightness to our lives, and in times of distress, she is the catalyst, always making these moments calmer, diminishing their magnitude, no matter how great they may be.

			It’s no different with my father. He always brings us security, courage, and absolute confidence that God is always in control of everything! This combination—the lightness that my mother brings, added to the strength that my father transmits—ended up transforming the situation of the surgery, which at first might have seemed like “the end of the world” to me, into something small.

			My father always tells us that life’s problems and situations are as big as we see them and that we can turn something small into the “end of the world” or face the “end of the world” as something light, depending on how we see the situation!

			Looking back, I realize how my father and mother always worked as a team to educate us, each fulfilling their role to help us understand life and bring us closer to the Person of Jesus Christ, the One who has always strengthened us!

			It is almost impossible to describe in a few words what our family means to me, but I can say that being part of it is a great privilege in my life, and I am very grateful to God for that!

			Caio Sierra Ladeira Miranda

			Author’s Son

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
				
				

				
				

			

		

		

		
			
			

		

		
			I often write that it is a great privilege to have my greatest role models within our own home, and that’s because it is a true reality in my life.

			When I observe my parents, I find everything I want for my future. Together with God, they have built a home of love, warmth, strength, and truth. Therefore, I know how privileged I am to be part of a family that lives such a strong faith.

			This family environment helped me build a solid identity, which often saved me from making wrong decisions that could have harmed my life. In a world where the roles of men and women are so distorted, I can find in my home and in my father’s life what I want in a husband, and I see in my mother’s life everything I can and should be as a wife, mother, and woman.

			I want to recommend this book because what is written in these pages is not a theory, but speaks exactly about what we experience as a family every day.

			Bruna Sierra Ladeira Miranda

			Author’s Daughter
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			PROLOGUE

		

		
			RESISTANCE. This psychological concept manifests as a behavior I often observe in the lives of many people I have the privilege of seeing in my practice.

			• Resistance to accepting reality as it presents itself.

			• Resistance to letting go of things that lead to destruction.

			• Resistance to exposing oneself to habits that can be transformative.

			• Resistance to the simple act of giving and receiving love, care, understanding, and guidance.

			What is interesting is that, as I identified and analyzed, without judgment, how resistance produced defenses in a wounded heart, I began to realize how many defensive walls existed within me, which, for a long time, I was unable to see, as I was blinded by my arrogance.

			When I look back, I see a child raised in a very conflicted environment, the product of a couple who did not enjoy a close relationship. As a result, fights were caused both by my father’s unwillingness to take on some basic responsibilities and by my mother’s unhappiness, as she could not find genuine support to bring about change or leave that relationship.

			Amidst fights, offensive words, and uncertainties about the future, my childish self developed a series of defenses related to the need for family support, the exercise of humility in listening, and the value of the vital role of the father figure in the formation of a masculine personality.

			In each experience throughout my development, walls were silently erected, and with them, resistance gradually gained space in the dynamics of my inner world, to the point that, for a long time, I was unable to distinguish between it and myself. But, as the apostle Cristiano says: “Until...”.

			I have known apostle Cristiano Miranda for many years, and I am sure that it was the Rivers and Winds of the Spirit that connected us. I say this with complete conviction, because when we first met, I did not want to receive what he had and has to give.

			What do you mean by spiritual fatherhood? What does it mean to welcome a stranger as a father in my life? What does it mean to submit my plans and dreams to the evaluation of a stranger? What does it mean to be accountable for my choices?

			However, I now know that these thoughts that arose at the beginning of our relationship were part of the cry of my childish self, who did not want to let go of his favorite toy called pride. On the other hand, I praise the eyes of Grace, which do not measure our childishness, and it was this that awakened me from the prison within myself.

			Then I heard my wife Jessica—that gem God gave me and with whom I have the privilege of sharing my life. She, in her deep and gentle wisdom, sought to make me understand how much I needed the presence of the Christian apostle in my life.

			On several occasions, Jessica has been an instrument of salvation for me; at that particular stage, she was helping me to identify and “kill” that boy who continued to insist on living in the place of a man who had been designed for maturity.

			

			As I got closer to Cristiano, my eyes were opened, not only to the defenses I had, but also to the admiration, respect, consistency, faithfulness, service, faith, resilience, and many other virtues that were reflected by the Spirit through his person and experience. 

			In this confrontation between the acknowledgment of my weaknesses and fears and the courage and resilience I witnessed in his life, I gradually found this place called spiritual fatherhood. I discovered that God plants men on Earth to represent His image, and I understood, through the Spirit, the truth that Cristiano Miranda is one of them.

			I can assure you that The Engineering of Family is not just a written book, but a work that is born. In it, there is a lot of organicity, a lot of transparency, and a lot of strength, elements that are part of everything that is alive, because everything you will learn here is part of a real testimony, of the boldness of a man who found the way of the cross and who continues, every day, enjoying with his family the life that is found in obedience to the Holy Spirit.

			I am convinced that these texts are a gift from the Father, a gift from God, so that those near and far can touch what the Gospel is truly producing, not on pages, but in human hearts.

			Leonardo Carvalho

			Teacher of the Word and part of Aljava Comunhão e Destino
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			THE FAMILY AND ITS ORIGINAL 

			DESIGN

		

		

		
			
			

		

		
			1

			Buy: We use the term “buy” for ease of understanding, given how commonly it is used in everyday language. In this text, “buy” refers to the act of acquiring or embracing something.

		

		
			
			

		

		
			THE FAMILY AND  ITS ORIGINAL DESIGN

			1.1. ADAM AND EVE

			It is incredible how one can have access to the Perfect and still choose shortcuts, to “buy1 a cheaper project.” It is from this perspective that I view the story of this well-known family. But before we delve deeper into this story, I would like to present a very important principle. Let’s go!

			There is a big problem when man does not accurately understand what David tried to convey to Solomon: “...be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man” (1Kings 2:2b|KJV).

			For David, the formation of manhood was the result of the life of a man who decided to lean on God, placing Him as the goal and purpose of his own existence. That is why he says to his son: “And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways” (1Kings 2:3|KJV).

			

			Identified with the Lord, a man will have a solid foundation that affirms his identity. However, when this does not happen, his life becomes fertile ground for countless needs, which blindly lead him to try to assert himself in a woman or in something that gives him purpose, seeking to find his identity—and this will produce countless distortions.

			Now let’s get to the story. When God created Adam, He created him in His fullness, conceiving him without the need to seek his own identity in any other person or thing. By taking the woman from the man, God was affirming that he was indeed complete and that the existence of his wife should not point to the filling of a void, for she had been created to be a counterpoint, to add to him, to be a helper.

			“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”

			Genesis 2:18|KJV

			This becomes clear when we understand the meaning of the word “helper” in its biblical Hebrew etymology: Ezer, referring to someone who “opposes”—not as negative resistance, but as an instrument that adds value, helping to see from a broader perspective and granting a new vision.

			In this way, God designed the wife for her husband. However, in the course of this couple’s history, the meaning of their formation was distorted, taking on a very different meaning from what the Divine Plan had proposed. There is an apostolic account that describes how the distancing of this couple from the Eternal Path was brought to completion. Let’s take a look:

			“And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.”

			1Timothy 2:14|KJV

			

			Within the condition of “time” in which Adam and Eve existed, we can see the unfolding of a process that resulted in disobedience.

			Throughout this process, Adam was able to witness the workings of deception—seducing, suggesting, and producing consequences that distorted his wife from the very core of her being.

			“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”

			2Corinthians 11:3|KJV

			The act of disobedience, initiated by the woman, once consummated, manifested itself in the form of a process, of which Adam was an eyewitness. The woman, deceived, was led into error; on the other hand, Adam consciously chose disobedience and, without having been deceived, opted for the woman’s desire instead of God’s will—that is, he affirmed himself in the female figure, rejecting his eternal position.

			“... and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”

			Genesis 3:6b|KJV

			From this experience, there is a reconfiguration in the essence of manhood. Adam develops a heart that deeply needs women, fearing the loss of his wife. Similar to an obsession, this longing takes root in all his descendants, reaching the spheres of thought and, consequently, the arts and government relations.

			Humanity began to be guided by a man who became a slave to a “pendulum movement,” without solidity and empty of meaning, whose only option was to affirm his identity in woman.

			

			This gives rise to countless problems: a man without his affirmed identity in Christ fluctuates between extremes—he may be the man who uses physical force against his wife to assert value and respect, or the man who places himself in a position of weakness and sees his wife as his mother and caregiver; it may be the man who feels the need for several women to affirm his masculinity, or the one who becomes passive in the sexual relationship with his own wife. Lacking his identity in Christ, the wife’s life becomes a scale on which the husband weighs his own personal affirmation.

			I would like you to see in a practical way how these lenses are placed in our culture. There is a song by the famous rock band Barão Vermelho that says:

			“For you, I would dance the tango on the ceiling

			 I would clean the subway tracks

			I would walk from Rio to Salvador

			I would accept (really?) life just the way it is

			I would finance a trip to hell

			I would take cold showers in the winter…”2

			This poem in the form of a song depicts what Adam wanted to say to Eve in the midst of her act of disobedience; we can summarize it as follows: “for you I will go to hell, for you I accept judgment and condemnation.” This representation exposes the essence of the heart of man fallen from his eternal position³, a condition in which satisfaction in his wife takes the place of his satisfaction in God.

			By taking this shortcut—or, rather, by buying this cheaper project—Adam communicated, even if not verbally, that he could accomplish what he was commissioned to do by God without God, when choosing the fruit given by his wife.

			“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

			Genesis 2:16,17|KJV

			He may have thought to himself, “I ate and I’m still alive, it wasn’t like God said.” However, he did not know that, although alive, he walked like a dead man, like a son separated from a kind of life that only the Father could give him: “for this my son was dead, and is alive again...” (Luke 15:24a|KJV).

			

			What seemed to be a “cheaper project” became a much more costly and disastrous consequence; his mistake spread like a selfish and self-centered substance, harming every nucleus that forms the network of human relationships.

			The choice of this “cheaper project” triggered various forms of division in the family environment. With Adam’s dysfunction in his vertical relationship (man-God), a series of limitations arose in the relational health of his soul, directly interfering with what we can call horizontal communion (man-creation). This dynamic is evident in the account of Cain and Abel, both descendants of Adam.

			In the story of the brothers, we see in Cain a serious relational problem that initially manifested itself vertically, directly with God.

			“Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”

			Genesis 4:6,7|NIV

			As a consequence of this discontent, an act of violence was committed against his brother, resulting in a serious problem in the horizontal sphere.

			“Now Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go out to the field.’ While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.”

			Genesis 4:8|NIV

			Throughout human history, we have witnessed the repetition of this unhealthy pattern in countless contexts, which means that a deficiency in the vertical relationship always produces distance, annoyance, antipathy, and even aggression in horizontal relationships4.

			We can use another shadow and figure from the Old Testament to illustrate this point: the history of aggression by Joseph’s brothers, which arose as a result of their insubordination to their father, Jacob. The difficulty with their father was the driving force behind their aggression.

			“These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he mad him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

			Genesis 37:2-4|KJV

			The lives of Adam and Eve show us that it is possible to adopt as a design or life plan whatever appears to be easier. “If the other person is building their life in a certain way, why not try it too?” or “If she took the fruit, why shouldn’t I as well?” This line of thinking seems justifiable, but ultimately, this couple left behind an “open wound” that produced a series of consequences that their descendants are still trying to trace—and certainly, this cheap project ended up being much more expensive.

			1.2. NOAH AND HIS HOUSEHOLD

			It seems very challenging to preserve one’s family when an entire generation is devoted to a doomed lifestyle. But for Noah, this challenge was taken on as his life’s mission; he decided to “buy an exact blueprint.”

			The Scriptures report that a profound crisis had taken hold in the value system of the human race, leading God Himself to judge that type of individual as irredeemable:

			“And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.”

			Genesis 6:6|KJV

			The mixture of two opposing worldviews led to the emergence of a generation without access to healthy role models, with solid eternal standards, which, like a plumb line, enable the building of a life conscious of its meaning. The lineage of Adam’s third son, who openly took the place of Abel, the murdered descendant (Genesis 4:25-26), formed a class of men who walked with God, preserving His relationship, His Values, and pure devotion to the Lord. These were considered “sons of God” and representatives of the divine model for their generation (Genesis 5:1-32).

			

			On the other hand, the lineage of Adam’s firstborn son, Cain, the murderer, established a standard of living parallel to the eternal design, which gave rise to the negative aspect of what we call “the world.” In this selfish “universe,” this lineage did not consider any connection with eternal standards, creating a perverted and devastating model of life. They are identified in the Genesis narrative as the “sons of men”—humans separated from God (Genesis 4:14-24). Therefore, the lineage of Seth, “the sons of God,” was seduced by the women of Cain’s lineage, the “daughters of men.” This union, born of seduction, produced a generation without healthy values, perverse and far from God.

			“That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose (…) And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

			Genesis 6:2,5|KJV

			However, the Lord has always preserved His seed throughout history. From cycle to cycle, His remnants remain, willing to devote their entire lives to what God considers important, regardless of being considered crazy by their own generation. 

			After all, why build an ark to save himself from a flood never before seen by men? Thus Noah appears: a remnant enters the scene, a man willing to “buy a safe and accurate project.”

			“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”

			Genesis 6:8,9|KJV

			

			Noah’s security did not lie in the support of the trends of the families of his generation, but in the voice of God, which resounded in his life as measurements, calculations, shapes, and designs, like those of an expert architect, giving light to the plans that demanded His heart (Genesis 6:14-22).

			Even though he was a descendant of Adam, this “living model” decided to follow a path opposite to that of the “previous model.” Noah led his household to transcend the cursed choices of his ancestor and, in addition to taking care of the baggage of the past, he stood firm before his contemporary generation. As a faithful builder, he did not allow himself to be seduced by the widespread disobedience of his day.

			“ The earth also was corrupt before God(...)”

			Genesis 6:11a|KJV

			We begin this journey of edification called The Engineering of Family with living examples who, as figures, speak to us about the need for clarity, zeal, and passion regarding the form and principles established by God to be experienced in a practical way by His children planted in each generation.

			It is my hope that, after reading this, the “living models” presented here will serve to prepare your heart for all that is eternal to be added to your life. Remember: we can “buy a cheap project” that, in the end, will turn out to be very expensive, or we can “buy a perfect project” that, during the floods and upsets of life, will lead us safely to our destination. What will your choice be?

			

			1.3. THE GENESIS OF THE 

			     FAMILY 

			To arrive at the reality of forming a family, we need to address a question that, when properly answered, can guide us on the genesis5 of the family known worldwide as marriage: Where does marriage begin?

			That is the question, but I will put it another way: Where does the union between two people begin? I will answer you: marriage begins with sexual intercourse! From this intimate union emerges the genesis of the family, marriage.

			That is why there is so much attack from darkness to trivialize sex, with a view to trapping people in a universe of pornography, illicit sexual practices, masturbation, etc. All this with the aim of separating the sexual act from marriage. However, the modern concept of free access to sex before marriage is inconceivable and unsustainable, because sex is marriage.

			In sexual intercourse, you become one flesh with the person with whom you are intimately involved. When we understand it this way, we can see that people who relate openly with many partners end up becoming a true patchwork quilt in several aspects, whether visible or invisible.

			

			The biblical context presents marriage with a profound prophetic meaning, as it symbolizes the union we have with Christ as the Church. Thus, marriage should consolidate as a proposal for an inseparable life, indicating that in our oneness with Christ there is no possibility of separation. Just as marriage portrays submission (Ephesians 5:22), we, as the Church, must submit to Christ in love, not as one submits to a tormentor, but as to a caring Father who loves us deeply.

			Similarly, in marriage, there is the imperative to leave father and mother, symbolizing that Christ, having left His eternal position of glory and power, came to give life to His bride, the Church.

			“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”

			Ephesians 5:31,32|KJV

			These are just some of the eternal realities that we can contemplate and enjoy through the experience of marriage, with sexuality being the starting point for the manifestations of this beautiful form of union. A man and a woman who are not in Christ cannot understand marriage and will never come to the light of what this mystery means.

			We build a perfect testimony in the family based on Christ. He is the center, the cornerstone, the foundation on which each individual can become one and begin the process of forming a family according to God.

			Having placed Christ at the center, in the following points, I would like to mention some expressions of His nature  in us,6  which are fundamental in building family.

			

			1.4. THE REVELATION OF THE 

			     FATHER 

			“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

			John 14:6|KJV

			In Jesus, figures and shadows become reality, and we can understand the importance of the family role in shaping a person’s identity, for the figure of God revealed by Him to humanity is in the representation of fatherhood, of the Person of the Father: “(...) he that hath seen me hath seen the Father (...)” (John 14:9b|KJV). Jesus includes us in this fatherhood so that we can manifest it, first and foremost, in our homes.

			“When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are.”

			Luke 13:25|KJV

			In this passage, the term “head of the household” is used in direct representation of God Himself, pointing to the model of reference that a husband/father should embody within a home.

			I would like to substantiate this with another text: “but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?” (1Timothy 3:5|NASB).

			This statement by Paul can be seen as a warning to parents: if they are only concerned with making money or their children’s education, but do not take on the responsibility of being God’s representatives to their family, leading them to Christ, these parents may be recognized socially as functional, but they are nothing more than failures. Men have been given the responsibility of ruling the home, because every form of government, according to the Bible, begins with Christ.

			It is expected that when a man establishes a family, he understands the reality of the Church and shares the understanding that it is not enough to be one flesh; it is necessary to grow and mature until we become one in Christ.

			We can use as an analogy the stages of the Lord Jesus’ life who, before “marrying” the Church, had to grow, mature, be killed, buried, and resurrected. This should be the spiritual process of a man who will build a family. However, from the beginning of what may become a marriage, we have a big problem: the dating standard. This misguided standard prevents engaged couples from maturing and men from feeling the weight of what it means to receive a woman into their lives (Proverbs 18:22). In addition, this pattern also prevents them from discerning the harm that comes from an unequal yoke, which refers not only to religious differences, but also to the distinction between the spiritual environments in which they live, the reality by which it is possible to measure whether the individuals who form the marriage are in Christ or not.

			

			1.5. THE ROLE OF THE WOMAN IN BUILDING   

			     THE FAMILY

			“Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.”

			Proverbs 14:1|KJV

			Women play a fundamental role in the family structure, to the point that Scripture mentions that in their hands lies the power to bring down an entire family. God designed men to be the head of their households, not as rulers or abusers, but as servants who should resemble Christ, aware that He, as Head, gave His life for the Church, which is His bride. 

			The integration of this perception into our lives prepares us to envision, as a Church, the restoration of God’s architecture with regard to the woman, for in the realm of the New Covenant, she is established as a “priest” as much as man.

			“ And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”

			Revelation 5:10|KJV

			Unfortunately, ignorance about this view creates a disconnect within the family, which is consequently reflected in society, robbing us, as a Church, of the awareness that women have the power of speech, that they can lead their children to honor their father. On the other hand, by exposing her husband’s weaknesses, she may deconstruct the father figure within her own home.

			As a consequence of not recognizing the divine position that women possess, their abilities and authority in building the family unit are held back and not developed. Each wife must be affirmed in her ability to shape the atmosphere of her home, to fill every space with the essence of gratitude, takingi upon herself the responsibility that belongs to her and not placing on the man a burden that should not be his.

			1.6. THE REVELATION OF LOVE

			“Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.”

			1Corinthians 13:8|NASB

			There is no point in intellectualizing or theologizing a house; there is no point in thinking about beautiful finishes for this building if the foundation of everything is not love. Everything will pass, and what truly endures in this building is love—not the love of the world, but the higher love, agape love.

			“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”

			1John 2:15|NASB

			In agape love, I am not the end, but rather the other, because Its nature is the Father Himself.

			“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters.”

			1John 3:16|NASB

			Satan’s basic plan is always to keep human beings within a personal and selfish vision, because this interrupts the generational process. There is a biblical account that illustrates well what I would like to convey through the previous quote. It says:

				“So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, ‘Go, serve the Lord your God! Who specifically are the ones who are going?’ Moses said, ‘We shall go with our young and our old; with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we shall go, for we must hold a feast to the Lord.’  Then he said to them, ‘So may the Lord be with you, when I let you and your little ones go! Watch out, for evil is on your mind! Not so! Go now, but only the men among you, and serve the Lord, since that is what you desire.’ So they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.”

							Exodus 10:8-11|NASB

			It is interesting to note the question Pharaoh asks: “Who will go?” Moses replies, “We will all go, the families.” Then comes a diabolical statement that still resonates today in many homes: “Not so! Go now, but only the men among you, and serve the Lord, since that is what you desire.” That voice is still heard today: “Go forth, man! The women and children wait, they must stay.”

			There are countless couples in which women sacrifice their lives, time, and dreams for their families, with the idea of allowing their husbands to move forward. However, if we are one, we must move as one; we have a responsibility to move forward together, for this love leads us to live toward one another.

			

			Analyzing the Ten Commandments, we can identify a generational emphasis. God has always taught man to preserve generational blessings. Therefore, it is essential that a man mature before entering into marriage, with a responsible conscience, providing for his wife and children. A man can only provide for his family if he is within this design, positioned in Christ and not in his personal will. This is protection, as it preserves him from the seduction of the world. A man’s decisions and choices gradually form a standard repertoire of attitudes in his children and wife, whether healthy or unhealthy.

			An environment of love is capable of raising healthy children who are emancipated for life, being much more effective than an upbringing full of cold rules that do not consider the grace of love, which is absolutely more important, as it transmits security in family building. It is clear that the summary of an insecure family is the emptiness of love. This radical love is the most powerful antidote to life’s failures.

			1.7. BEARERS OF A GENERATIONAL VISION 

			I would like to begin this point with a prayer: “Father, may the orphan dwell in a family and may Your generational project find, in this book, an environment conducive to advancing in Christ.” Now let’s begin!

			We can understand the book of Genesis as the “book of seeds,” “the description of the firstfruits,” or “the collection of the first accounts,” for in it we see where God plants a seed that He desires to harvest one day.

			

			When we read Genesis under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to grasp the ‘thread of the story’ and, from the mind of Christ, begin to understand what life is and God’s eternal purpose. These profound subjects can be masterfully summarized by the apostle Paul as: “to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ” (Ephesians 1:10b|NIV).

			In the Book of Beginnings (Genesis), it is written that, in the beginning, God planted a garden with different species of trees, among which were the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. It was in this context that He created man in His image and likeness. Let’s take a look:

			“Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living person. The Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God caused every tree to grow that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

			Genesis 2:7-9|NASB

			In this perfect garden, free from manipulation and personal interests, man and woman were one: “and they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24b|NASB). God’s voice was heard within them, resonating as the “very sound” of their consciences and producing an eternal dialogue in the stillness of their hearts. Planted in this position, everything they did and everything they moved came from God, and God was with them.

			

			In that environment, God placed the tree of life, which represented God’s original design (Revelation 22:2), for the eternal purpose — symbolically presented through its imagery — shows us that the destiny of every human being is to ‘eat of Life,’ to experience and live Christ.

			Through the reality of this deep and vital communion, man was given the power of multiplication, the ability to be fruitful, enabling him to reproduce the perfect nature of Christ over the entire face of the earth. Furthermore, his communion with the Father was intended to fill the whole earth with the image of the Son.

			At the moment of man’s creation, it was to the Son that the Father’s eyes were turned. He desired to make man the dwelling place of His Son, aiming to multiply Him as an image on Earth through human descendants, like a generational seed (Romans 5:14; 8:10) through which the power of life-giving fertility—the very nature of God—is shared.

			From this premise, we understand that man can transmit life from generation to generation, with a purpose that grows to take over the whole face of the Earth. This has always been God’s plan and purpose.

			In reaffirming this eternal principle, I wish to bring to light the understanding of the “Engineering of Grace,” which can be summarized in the following sentence: “We were not called to invent anything!” Every intention related to the creation of the Earth is under a divine design. The Word presents God to us as the Architect, similar to a Designer who has a single expectation: to accomplish what He desired in the secret of His heart. Therefore, we do not have the freedom to invent, nor the right to invent; our responsibility is to be in accordance with the design that was preconceived by God from eternity, and which forms what I call “Grace Engineering.” Our job is to obey the divine design for the Church and for every dimension that constitutes our lives (Romans 1:1-5).7 Therefore, I encourage you to observe with me the plan that God has established for the family, and together, let us compare what we have been living with the need to align ourselves with divine plan.

			As we are, through this book, talking about fundamentals, it is obvious that the Scripture of Genesis is the foundation on which our thoughts and hearts will circulate, for there lies the locus of God’s great and eternal purpose, which the wise Paul defined as: “to gather together/unite all things in Christ” (Ephesians 1:10).

			It was enough for Adam, eating from the tree of life, to bear fruit and multiply, transmitting the image and likeness of Christ on the face of the earth. The Bible is so clear in stating that children are the heritage of the Lord, which is why the command is to fill our quiver with them (Psalms 127:3-5). It is through children that God’s eternal purpose spreads, for everything begins at home, then goes to the congregation, and then fills the whole society. The seed from which God’s entire plan begins is called FAMILY!

			

			The Word says that, after conceiving all things, God created Adam and Eve because He saw that it was not good for man (human beings) to be alone. Thus, we have there the embryonic origin of the family, exactly as planned by God (Genesis 2:18).

			Regardless of the situation or socioeconomic context in which we live, I repeat: everything begins at home.

			No significant change begins with politics; change begins with families. Orderly families produce an orderly nation, while disorderly families produce a disorderly society. A family, an orderly home, produces healthy congregations, and in turn, healthy congregations produce healthy cities. We need to understand that the Church is a big family; the Church is a family of families.

			The Lord is removing a secular culture that has taken root in the Church, a culture that says children are a burden, a problem, and an expense. This culture has entered the churches. We realize that every time we talk about children or pray for pregnancies, many people say they don’t want to hear this preaching. This is a reflection of this accursed culture.

			We have a mind to understand the New Covenant, in which we renounce and proclaim that our life must be on the cross, that we need to listen to God to know how to sow and how to move. After all, if we have the mind of Christ, we attain His wisdom for everything we must do.

			However, when it comes to children, we want to follow our own dreams. Having them is secondary or even last on our list, because in many cases, we prefer a schedule of achievements to fulfilling God’s will. How many times have I heard this phrase in counseling sessions: “But, Apostle, I got married planning to have only two children!” We are willing to listen to God’s guidance in everything in our lives, but when it comes to children, we are the ones who decide how many we will have.

			We must listen to the Lord and seek Him to know how many children He wants to bring into being through our lives. Now, if we are dead, it is no longer about our interests, because we begin to desire to give birth and multiply what the Lord has established. We are talking about obedience here!

			I am talking about something, a thought that has changed within me and that the Lord has established for my life: the willingness to obey the Lord. I am not saying that tomorrow Leila, my wife, will be pregnant, but I am talking about the willingness of a heart surrendered to obeying the Lord, understanding that His will must be manifested in all areas of our lives.

			Looking at this, I think there are people who may find this understanding admirable, but who still interpret that perhaps today it is not applicable in their lives, because this is not the time to have children. It saddens me to think that they may be running away from God’s interests.

			I have come to understand that I must be open to what God wants and, consequently, I no longer close myself off to anything He wants to do with my life, because I understand that I no longer have that “right”8. From this experience, I feel that we need to avoid passing on this misleading culture of total control to our children. Before us, we see young people who, even before getting married, are already thinking of having only two children, often influenced by what they have heard from their parents throughout their lives.

			As a counterpoint to this spirit, we need to be bearers and propagators of the Lord’s mind and culture, not of a condemned worldly mindset. We must remember that everything begins at home! If you want to see your city transformed, begin with your home; this way, the Church will be positively affected, as it will have healthy resources to collaborate in the management of society.

			God has given us two great responsibilities as a Church, two great ministries. Recently, I asked the pastors of Aljava9 what the two great ministries are. Immediately, most responded: apostolic and prophetic. In fact, these two ministerial graces granted to the Church are under one big umbrella: the ministry of edification, to which we have all been called. The apostle Paul says:

			“To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

			Ephesians 4:12|NIV

			

			There is still a great ministry, as he writes to the Church in Corinth:
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