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    Introduction




    It is four years since the publication of my first collection, “Late Starter”, and I seem to have collected many more poems, so perhaps it is time for another.




    As befits my advancing years, this one is something of a biography, with chronological and meteorological additions. It begins with memories of my boyhood and culminates in contemplations of a very happy and surprisingly active old age. Threaded through the content, the theme of time is recorded by reference to months and seasons, between which a number of notable national events are recorded. The COVID pandemic (2020-2022, and ongoing, though hopefully not for much longer) seemed at first to be a time of isolation, but in fact became a time of national and international online meetings with people from places we would not have dreamed of visiting, stimulating almost more inspirations for poetry than in the preceding busy, mobile years.




    At the same time, groups of poets met online, and this collection owes much to the example and guidance of members of Cannon Poets of Birmingham, the neighbouring Solihull Writers Workshop, and Leicestershire’s Brightsparks Arts, to say nothing of the enthusiastic support of Midlands Poets Laureate, in particular Charlie Jordan. Hence, from time to time, poems appear here in various arcane structures from haiku and tanka to sestina and rondeau redouble, and almost everything between. Rhyming patterns, lay-outs, and stanza- and line-lengths vary, as a result of my having been encouraged to play with words and “see what came out.” The reader must judge their success. For me, they provide more pleasure than crossword puzzles or Wordle, but each to their own.




    No one enjoys every poem in a collection equally, but hopefully everyone may find something in this one which they can enjoy, perhaps remember (if only in part), or something which makes them recall a similar experience of their own, and perhaps begin to write themselves for their own pleasure, and that of others.




    Robert Ferguson,




    Spring 2022.
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