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         How should it be possible to compare two such different cities as Innsbruck and New

            Orleans? And why should one even want to compare these cities which at first glance

            do not have much in common? New Orleans, the Big Easy, the Crescent City, famous for

            its jazz, home to 389,617 people,1 surrounded by spectacular wetlands, is characterized by a tropical climate and its

            struggle against hurricanes. The city is strongly marked by its river, the Mississippi,

            and its historical neighborhoods such as the Vieux Carré and the Garden District,

            which make it a favored site for shooting movies and experiencing historic architectural

            sites of the 18th and 19th centuries. Most tourists, however, enjoy the city because of its many festivals and

            bars, which make it a unique place to party and enjoy live music. Innsbruck, on the

            other hand, is a lot smaller with 132,048 inhabitants.2 Situated in the center of the Alps, it is famous for having hosted the Olympic Games

            twice and appreciated for its historical atmosphere where its short period as an imperial

            city under Emperor Maximilian I left its traces in the Old Town and its surroundings,

            thus making Innsbruck one of the most interesting places to study the German Late

            Middle Ages and Renaissance. Yet most tourists now know Innsbruck as place for winter

            sports and its Christmas market, reflected by the Swarovski crystals which are certainly

            its most cherished souvenir. To this fairly associative list, one could add other

            aspects of these cities such as the fantastic cuisines which both New Orleans and

            Innsbruck are famous for. Both cities have strong local and regional identities. Both

            have long histories of being centers of multicultural exchange. Both cities profit

            from their spectacular landscapes and geographical situations. In particular, their

            geographical locations situate them within environmental and technological as well

            as security challenges that need to be combined with aesthetical (cultural heritage)

            and ecological debates. However, the main justification for focusing on these two

            cities as case studies and dedicating this volume to them is that this comparison

            is based not only on first impressions but also on longer lived experiences. For more

            than 40 years now the stories of the two cities have become intensely intertwined

            because of the International Summer School the University of New Orleans first started

            to organize in Innsbruck in 1976. Altogether, almost 10,000 students, 454 professors

            and 62 staff have spent six summer weeks in Innsbruck over the years.3


         Every summer 250 to 300 students from various universities in the American South have

            been hosted in Innsbruck and attended classes at the University of Innsbruck. Every

            year, when regular Innsbruck students leave their university and most often also the

            city for their summer holidays, they are replaced by crowds of young Americans who

            change the entire atmosphere in the city. In reference to this volume’s title, one

            might say these American visitors create new landscapes of their own. They alter the

            image of the city, visibly bringing their own dressing styles to Innsbruck, an experience

            most intensely felt in the 1990s and 2000s when most young Europeans still preferred

            jeans to the visiting Southern girls wearing their light summer dresses and high heels,

            rarely seen before in the otherwise sporty Alpine city.4 Hearing American English all over the streets of Innsbruck adds to a new linguistic

            landscape.5 What began as individual experience grew into a collective one with students recommending

            their Innsbruck paths and even writing special travel guides for students spending their summer in the Alpine town. To reference Susanne Rau,

            thus real topographies came into being, written parcours on how to walk around the city and which places to visit.6 The places they frequent are not necessarily the ones tourists or locals would choose.

            The Gasthof Mohren, for example, situated conveniently halfway between the Old Town and the dormitories

            of the students, successfully survived for many years thanks to the New Orleanean

            students who would gather there every day after school, whereas the rest of the year

            it was a rather deserted place.

         


         By now students whose parents had already been to Innsbruck for the Summer School

            participate in the program, and their written or narrated Innsbruck topographies have

            been passed down via generations of students. As well as the more or less fleeting

            images presented in the first paragraphs of this essay, real narratives on Innsbruck

            were created. They are made visible in the Memories & Stories that were collected via interviews for the 40th anniversary of the Summer School and presented in a brochure.7 Students and faculty staff of all the years were asked to write about their memories

            and their favorite places in the town of Innsbruck. The short portraits they give

            sketch the panorama of a New Orleanean topography of Innsbruck, one remarkably shaped

            by the river Inn. While Innsbruck locals do not pay their river much attention, it

            plays a special part in the New Orleanean encounter with Innsbruck, an impression

            which may have to do with the importance the Mississippi plays for New Orleans.

         


         

            “My best memories: I like to walk beside the river, then sit on one of the benches

               and pretend I’m local […]”.8 “My favorite place in Innsbruck is where the gray-green Inn River flows past the

               medieval Old Town and under the bridge for which the city was named.”9 “However, Lynn and I recall with everlasting fondness, our daily walks along the

               Inn River at sunset […].”10 “My favorite spot in Innsbruck is the path along the Inn River, where I would take

               a daily walk.”11 “Our favorite spot in Innsbruck is the walk along the Inn River […]”12 “My favorite place is to walk along the Inn river.”13 “Aside from the ‘tourist’ spots, I’d have to say something very simple, the benches

               near the Inn River, near the Studentenhaus. You could sit still as the Inn rushed by, and all around, everywhere you looked,

               was beauty.”14 “My favorite site / spot in Innsbruck is anywhere along the river, but especially

               near the old town […]”.15


         


         Next to the river it is the Old Town that ranks among the most important spots, particularly

            the Golden Roof, Innsbruck’s landmark.16


         

            “It’s hard to choose a favorite site from that summer, as the family traveled to Venice,

               Salzburg, Vienna, hiked a glacier, rafted the Inn, and stood in awe of the Goldenes Dachl.”17 “My favorite spot in Innsbruck is sitting in an outdoor café in the Old Town in front

               of the Goldenes Dachl, because of the beauty, history, and ambience of the place.”18 “My favorite place in Innsbruck is the Old City because of its beauty and the history

               it represents.”19 “My favorite place was the square by the Golden Roof and the Tower because of all

               the restaurants.”20


         


         But obviously the strongest impression is left by the steep mountains surrounding

            Innsbruck, something “unlike anything you’ve seen” for any Louisiana native:

         


         

            “Before you know it, there are these massive mountains that you’re surrounded by,

               and for a Louisiana native, it’s unlike anything you’ve seen. In 2012, the sight of

               such natural beauty and the bus ride into the city made me lose my breath and bring

               tears to my eyes. I wish I could have bottled the feeling. Since then, I’ve made a

               point to sit with a student on the shuttle ride into Innsbruck every year—just to

               see their face upon arrival. Every time, no matter what year, the look is always the

               same—wide-eyed, mouth opened, and full of awe.”21


         


         While the New Orleans-Innsbruck relationship has thus generated its own narratives

            and lived topographies in and about Innsbruck, hundreds Innsbruck students and faculty

            have also been studying and teaching in New Orleans. With up to 80 students leaving

            Innsbruck for an exchange term or two every year, the partnership between the two

            universities represents the most successful Austrian student exchange program with

            an American university. These Innsbruck students return with lasting memories of Mardi

            Gras, Jazz Fest, and Halloween. The intriguing tastes of New Orleans stay with them

            as well—boiled crawfish, jambalaya, and oysters Rockefeller. In fact, out of the UNO

            International Summer School grew a friendship treaty between the University of New

            Orleans and the University of Innsbruck which also inspired a sister cities’ agreement

            which was signed 20 years ago. The Innsbruck—New Orleans relationship has generated

            numerous transatlantic marriages,22 and it has left an audible landmark in Innsbruck via the New Orleans Jazz Festival

            which takes place annually in summer.

         


         At the beginning of this volume stood the occasion of a number of anniversaries in

            2015 (40 years for the UNO International Summer School and University collaboration,

            20 years for the Innsbruck—New Orleans city partnership) which were celebrated by

            a symposium hosted by the University of Innsbruck in June 2015 with the title Cities and Landscapes. Considering New Orleans and Innsbruck as Multiple Landscapes. The aim was to draw attention to the profound connections between Innsbruck and

            New Orleans by looking at the two cities through interdisciplinary spatial lenses.

            The conference wanted to review both cities in a way that combines space and time

            and brings them together not only on a local but also on a global level, connecting

            two continents. It was realized as part of the cycle of the annual symposia which

            have been organized by the two universities since 1982 to enhance the academic exchange.23 In 2011, for example, a conference was dedicated to the phenomenon of the Global

            City.24


         The idea of dedicating the jubilee conference explicitly to the two cities was therefore

            close at hand. Neither the conference nor this volume, however, pursue a straight

            comparison between the two cities. Rather, we share an open approach which takes the

            research done at both universities as a starting point. The main question was which

            role does either city play in research projects based at both universities and what

            does this tell us about the interaction between the cities and their intellectual

            centers, the universities. One of our first findings was that while New Orleans is

            the focus of genuine research concentrated on the city, many Innsbruck-based research

            projects deal with the city and/or the region of the Tyrol without being necessarily

            urban studies projects or even focusing on the city itself. This finding seems to

            reflect to some extent Helmuth Berking’s statement about the state of the art of German

            urban studies. Could it be, he asks, that in the last decades we were facing urban

            studies without cities? Besides the historians, he states, nobody really cared about

            the individual shape (Gestalt) of one city versus the other.25 He asserts a blank space between two complementary theoretical approaches. On the

            one hand, there is a theoretical tradition beginning with the Chicago School according

            to which the city is a laboratory for sociological processes of any kind and the research

            on the city is thus more or less research on society. On the other hand, beginning

            in the mid-Eighties, attention has been focused on micro-sociological processes—in

            one part of the city, a quarter, or milieu—thus risking that the city went lost among

            micro-analytical questions.26 Against this academic lacuna stands, as Martina Löw puts it, a large amount of everyday

            knowledge about cities fueled by journalistic brandings that like to create atmospheric

            city images.27 Where academic discourse is reluctant to pose concrete questions, there seems to

            be a huge interest in the very specific character of individual cities which only

            becomes visible when you investigate their differences from other cities and thus

            crystallize what is unique.28 This question has become the program of the research focus on the unique logic of

            cities, the Eigenlogik der Städte, initiated likewise by Berking and Löw.29


         In the United States, similar issues appear in the fields of urban history and urban

            studies, two overlapping but also conflicting academic areas. From its beginning as

            city biography, the scholarly study of urban areas has evolved into increasingly sophisticated

            (and contentious) manifestations. Historians of urban areas tended to concentrate

            on the biographies of particular cities or regions with little or no reference to

            larger processes. Sociologists of the Chicago School identified the urban prototype

            almost without reference to its historical or cultural antecedents.30 In the late 1960s the new urban history emerged, seeking to widen the perspectives and increase the tools available to urban

            historians. This represented a recognition that urban history must be open to the

            lessons not only of sociology, but also of economics, political science, and demography.31 Yet if cities were merely interchangeable backdrops to repetitive social processes,

            what role did the distinctive characteristics of cities play? Stephan Thernstrom suggested

            that the processes under study ought to be observable in rural areas as well, “implying

            that city life itself had no particular impact on the processes he wished to study.”32


         The dichotomy between city biography and city as a location evolved into the concepts

            of space and place. Space is the site of study, interchangeable with others because

            one expects the processes under study to be replicable. Place, on the other hand,

            is the particular, distinctive location of study, the characteristics of which impact

            social processes in specific ways.33 Spatial analysis (considerably more sophisticated than a brief description can impart)

            provides an organizing tool to the daunting complexity of urban analysis. In particular,

            historians examine the competition to define space by contending urban groups (class,

            gender, race) and bring together both social and political elements.34


         From the introduction of the new urban history until the late 1990s, considerations of space dominated urban history in the U.S.

            More recent developments stress the nature of place in urban analysis and seek to

            locate universal social processes within the peculiarities of the cities under examination.

            By its nature, place analysis encourages a focus on local history, especially in those

            instances in which political actors consciously strive to utilize place distinctions

            to the advantage, generally economical, of their cities.35 In addition, advocates of place in urban history, promote (sometimes inadvertently)

            an activist form of urban history in which connections between localities and universities

            thrive.36


         This volume of essays draws upon both space and place analysis, but in its selection

            of two distinctive cities, the editors more closely examine the place of Innsbruck

            and New Orleans. In other words, what we were looking for with the challenging undertaking

            of this conference and volume was to get close to the particular atmosphere and fascination

            of both cities. Besides reflecting on the space both cities occupy in research projects

            at both universities, the second focus was on both cities as genuine subjects of research.

            According to Martina Löw, sister cities form ideal subjects for such comparisons since

            both cities stand in a relational context. This means that processes occurring in

            one city influence the other.37 As we have shown in the opening paragraphs, this is particularly true for the relationship

            between Innsbruck and New Orleans where new micro-landscapes are created via the programs and activities connecting both cities. While it was

            clear that it would be impossible to draw a linear comparison between both cities,

            we decided to start with a decidedly interdisciplinary approach integrating the surroundings

            of both cities, the landscapes. For this comparison, we could build on the experience

            of yet another volume realized by the Innsbruck research group Politische Ästhetik which was dedicated to the Tyrol as landscape and identity.38


         Innsbruck and New Orleans offer highly complex landscapes. Both stand for prototypical

            deeply rooted local and regional identities. They are elemental components of multicultural

            exchanges in the urban landscape. Both have a reputation for their images in the world

            as places with profound historical legacies that benefit from the spectacular landscapes

            surrounding them.39 Both Innsbruck and New Orleans face many social, environmental, architectural, and

            technological challenges. Discourses about security in these cities are coupled with

            both aesthetic (cultural inheritance) and ecological discourses. Tourism and gentrification

            are also important subjects of discussion in both cities.

         


         In this book we propose the idea of multiple landscapes which will serve as a heuristic concept to organize the approaches to the multiple

            layers and unique logic of each of the two cities alike. We are deeply convinced that

            the project of investigating cities as multiple landscapes, thus singling out their

            distinct features, can only be realized as an interdisciplinary project. We are therefore

            particularly thankful to Martina Löw and the series editors for accepting our volume

            in their series of interdisciplinary urban research, which to us was the ideal place

            for presenting the results.

         


         

            
The Organization of the Volume and the Individual Contributions

            


         


         Cities are conglomerates combining different actors: urban and rural spaces, objects

            and technical features, human bodies as well as political, social, and cultural discourses.

            In sum, these actors coagulate to complex networks, which we call multiple landscapes.40 The papers of this volume are organized along key aspects we consider to be significant

            within the concept of multiple landscapes.41 Thus the book is divided in six sections: I Multiple Landscapes, II Historical Readings,

            III Material Realities, IV Atmospheres, V Micro-Landscapes, and VI Hidden Sides.

         


         The section Multiple Landscapes opens the volume and establishes its general topic. It begins with a programmatic

            essay in which the authors reflect on the concept of multiple landscapes and its heuristic value for urban research. Starting from the historical site of

            the Golden Roof in Innsbruck, Antenhofer and Leitner discuss the notion of the poetic place as a topographical site where the different layers of landscapes cumulate, forming

            an atmospheric point of reference. The essay explores the meaning of the concept of

            landscape in its historical development, leading to a model which displays the different layers

            of space, time, perspectives, the material realities, and the social actors that interact

            to create unique places. The three essays that follow in this section all exemplify

            this theoretical approach, illustrating the meaning of multiple landscapes through

            a key relationship, namely the interaction between cities and universities. In fact,

            as Ave points out in his essay on the Unitown-University town network, while universities

            play a minor role in big cities they are of great importance for small and medium-size

            cities like Innsbruck and New Orleans in which the urban landscapes are visibly formed

            by the universities. These cities simply could not continue to exist like they do

            without their universities. Besides the economic impact the university creates by

            employing people, attracting students, and needing the city as supplier of housing

            and services, this relationship entails much more: the whole atmosphere of the city

            is shaped by students and university staff members. Märk and Baumgartner coin the word Univercities to illustrate the close interaction of city and university with the example of Innsbruck

            University and town. Twenty-five percent of the cities’ population are indeed students.

            Yet besides quantitative aspects, the point that adds additional value to this relationship

            are joint projects of the city and university. The most vivid example of the impression

            the university has left not only on the city but also on the surrounding landscape

            may in fact be the Victor Franz Hess cabin on Hafelekar Mountain, a cabin at 2,300 m

            above sea level used as laboratory by a professor of physics in Innsbruck in the 1930s.

            The university and city together are currently trying to install a museum up there,

            a common effort that would entirely transgress assumptions of wild untouched natural

            landscapes as opposed to the cultural landscapes of the cities. The final paper in

            this section presents an attempt to use art to explore urban landscapes. In fact,

            in order to step out of the ivory tower and make university discourse visible in the

            urban space, the art work REAGENT was designed and realized for the conference. Using the medium of architecture seemed

            the most effective way to not only talk about spatial experiences but also bring a

            new experience into being at the intersection of university and urban space where

            the main city traffic road of the Innrain meets the wall of the main university campus.

            Inside a tube, caged naked human bodies reflect the interplay between sciences and

            the humanities, yet also between human bodies and the material world surrounding them.

            The art work will stay in place from 2015 until 2019, thus creating an ephemeral landscape

            while lasting long enough to enable encounters and shape new experiences.42


         Section two presents Historical Readings of both cities. Cities were created and are shaped by history, contributing different

            layers of buildings and urban structures over time. While it has always been possible

            to found cities ex nihilo, there seems to be a deep longing for a history of urban settlements which might

            shine through in the form of founding myths where no historical traces have been transmitted.

            The keen construction of ideal utopic cities that came into being in the Renaissance,

            for example, at once created historical sites celebrating their ingenious founders.43 Spectacular current examples such as the reconstruction of the medieval Old Town

            of Frankfurt or of the Palace in Berlin have shown how much people need historical

            sites in their cities although, as Martina Löw puts it, even the Old Town is an invention of the modern era.44 Given this core importance of historical layers of the city, we propose the historical

            readings as the first layer needed in what we call the multiple landscapes of towns.

            With Innsbruck and New Orleans, two cities are chosen whose historical sites, namely

            their Old Towns, have kept a relative closed ensemble, to use the word Campanella proposes when studying the Vieux Carré. Both historic

            centers contribute to the image and atmosphere of the towns and are touristic assets of primary importance. Yet this

            section wants to explore the historical layers in a broader sense. Besides looking

            at the touristic historical sites it is asked how both cities deal with their past,

            which historical eras are remembered, and how this becomes visible and visualized

            in today’s urban outline. Do the cities cherish a certain time period as fundamental

            to their identities and how does this influence today’s urban culture? In his opening

            essay, which had been one of the keynote speeches of the conference, Berndt Ostendorf references the many layers that have formed the history of New Orleans, creating

            its mysteries: He talks about “the city’s unique sets of multiple scapes that come

            together to form a rich cultural gumbo: streetscapes, ethnoscapes, financescapes,

            foodscapes, soundscapes, seascapes, landscapes.” They are a cultural palimpsest of

            three colonial empires, the city’s economy via seaport and river, three revolutions,

            issues of slavery and race, the encounter of religion, immigration and ethnicity,

            catastrophes, carnival culture, food & cuisine, the literary profile, jazz and dance,

            and the public space. All come together to make New Orleans the northernmost Caribbean

            city. Dupont believes the history of the landscape as a vital key to understanding the special

            character of the city of New Orleans. Situated between water and land, New Orleans

            is formed by an ambiguous landscape which makes all certainties futile. This situation

            influenced the city’s life in a very direct way, for example, by affecting concepts

            of landownership. Different elevation levels led to a visible socio-economic separation:

            marginal people tended to live on marginal land. Yet this singular transitory landscape

            has shaped New Orleans from its beginnings and is thus part of its unique character.

            Campanella turns his focus on the Vieux Carré. Based on the impressive data concerning the ownership

            history of all buildings of the French Quarter gathered in the Notarial Archives,

            he is able to reconstruct the tout ensemble of this historical site. “Belying the cluttered heterogeneity of tout ensemble are cryptic trends through historical eras and patterns in geographical space. What

            appears to be a random mix yoked together under the adjective ‘historical’ actually

            embodies subtle order and content.” Using this data, he presents a quantitative analysis

            of the entire quarter, visualizing its building history and identifying building eras

            as well as architectural styles and types, which he then explains in a quantitative

            analysis illustrating how historical events have left their imprint on the cityscape.

            A particular excursus is dedicated to the shotgun house which, although one of the

            most modest buildings, is a landmark among the New Orleanean architectural styles

            and exemplifies the tendency to create founding myths where historical data are lacking.

            In fact, there exist different approaches to explain the appearance of this typical

            southern house. Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis turns focus on Innsbruck showing how the city’s fortune had been shaped by the surrounding

            geography. The very particular geographical location of the city between high mountains

            created the city’s income and status as traders’ city, because all traffic from south

            to north flowed through the city. This location also fueled the interest of its later

            rulers, the Habsburgs, to transfer their court from the southern town of Meran to

            Innsbruck in the 15th century, thereby adding princely and at times also royal and imperial atmosphere

            to the town. This time period is reflected in the residential buildings that date

            back to late medieval and early modern era and, together with the Old Town, shape

            Innsbruck’s historical center to the present day.

         


         The section Material Realities turns the focus to the built realities of the cities as well as to the physical conditions

            of the surroundings. At the core of interest are aspects of urban planning, the architectural

            outlining of the cities, their buildings, parks and roads, the infrastructure, and

            also the way the cities communicate with the surrounding nature. How is city space

            shaped by the material aspects of housing and working in the city as well as by moving

            around there? Both cities are situated in particular environments that have always

            provided challenges for people living there and continue to challenge urban planners

            and engineers who need to keep these cities’ inhabitants safe and functioning while

            also protecting their unique natural environments. Therefore, ecological questions

            are looked at through the lenses of the material realities of the cities which they

            significantly shape. The section opens with two essays dedicated to the challenging

            impact hurricanes exert on New Orleans. Colten offers a close historical reconstruction of how the New Orleans’ levee landscape

            came into being. Until the turn of the 19th / 20th century, the lakefront was basically not populated except for entertainment facilities

            and fishing camps. The local developers’ wish to expand the city and, at the same

            time, make it safe from storm-driven water led to the construction of levees. Thereby,

            Colten argues, personal responsibility was shifted to publicly provided protection

            against hurricanes, which at the same time helped to argue for “urban expansion towards

            the most vulnerable territory.” This process of expansion into ever-more-dangerous

            areas accompanied by protection infrastructure continued all of the 20th and into the early 21st century. Colten identifies this transformation of wetlands into suburbs as the real

            catastrophe, regardless of engineering or construction failures caused by Hurricane

            Katrina, and shows how the process of “obscuring danger” continues as post-Katrina

            storms generate new needs for expanding the city’s structural defense. Colten’s critique,

            expressed from the point of view of a Louisiana geographer, is shared by the outside

            view of the Innsbruck architects de Martino and Haselwanter. Their contribution is based on a research trip to New Orleans, the Mississippi River,

            and coastal southern Louisiana in 2014. By presenting interviews and a photo documentation,

            their case study of the Bayou Bienvenue Wetland explores “how areas are influenced

            by the interface and overlap of natural landscape and developed infrastructure.” Starting

            from the experience of a longstanding resident of Lower Ninth Ward, who grew up earning

            his living by hunting and trapping in the wetlands surrounding the neighborhood, the

            architects search for the traces of this mostly disappeared natural habitat that was

            once part of the urban environment. They harshly criticize the technological enterprises

            of the 20th century, which in their eyes created an “infrastructured landscape” that was not

            connected to local needs but rather to the economic interests of real estate speculation.

            Likewise, the post-Katrina reconstruction measures in their eyes are not connected

            to the former inhabitants of the devastated quarters but again reflect economic interests

            and address new “young and affluent” residents. As a way out of this commercial scenario

            which might lead to the next catastrophe, they propose abandoning the lower areas

            and limiting settlement to higher ground, thus keeping the city safe and bringing

            the wetlands back as part of the urban habitat of the city. The joint essay of Meixner and Klotz turns the focus onto Innsbruck and the lasting and visible influence the two Winter

            Olympics of 1964 and 1976 left on the city’s geography. The biggest interventions

            were the construction of a new urban quarter, known as the Olympic Village, which

            was advertised as providing sustainable cheap housing infrastructure for the local

            inhabitants. However, the infrastructure was of poor quality and the primary need

            to create sporting sites for the games also permanently left its mark on the mountainscape.

            The Olympics remain a contested topic—as to whether they contributed to the city’s

            prosperity or left behind poor infrastructure and ecological sins unthinkable today.

            The concluding paper in this section deals with urban infrastructure as a potential

            for resistant actions. In his PhD project, Wegerer analyzes bicycling as a form of urban life that expresses a postmodern lifestyle

            characterized by high mobility and flexibility. Cars have lost their importance for

            the postmodern city nomad who uses the bike as an apt technological device to fight

            his or her own individual way through the urban space. Wegerer presents spatial practices

            adopted by the cyclists that thereby create new space. Namely, these practices are

            dominating space by using boundaries and by mimicking automobile space as well as

            re-appropriating space through practices of resistance. In Wegerer’s reading, bicycling

            produces smooth space insofar as the “space created by bicycling cannot be measured and quantified, mapped

            and controlled.” On the occasion of the conference, a fifth paper was presented by

            Wolfgang Andexlinger that discussed the impact of the processes of suburbanization on the traditional

            settlement structures in the Inn Valley. Although the author could not submit the

            essay for print for scheduling reasons, its content shall be briefly summarized since

            it adds a vital point to the connection of Innsbruck city, the suburban area, and

            the natural landscape. Andexlinger proposes that the whole Inn Valley is in the process

            of growing into one big city, with businesses and industrial parks constantly replacing

            the green zones. Instead of leaving this capitalist procedure in the competence of

            the individual villages, he proposes tackling the situation through common effort

            of all involved communities that should turn the remaining fields into urban parks,

            thereby protecting the green zones in this new Tyrol City.45


         Section IV presents atmospheres as approach to city landscapes. The way cities are experienced and remembered as unique

            places is most directly associated with a certain atmosphere they have been and are

            able to create. Atmospheres are individually experienced via certain impressions, such as the characteristic

            odor of the Paris Metro,46 architecture, and the way people dress in the city or move around there. These atmospheric

            urban landscapes have gained a lot of interest in recent urban studies. Löw talked

            about the images of cities that are coined via city-branding but also shared by the people who live

            there—as she illustrates comparing Munich and Berlin.47 Lindner talks about the imaginaire cities are able to evoke via the many stories that are narrated in and about them.48 The section opens with a programmatic essay by Hasse, one of the pioneers of using a sensual approach to study cities. Hasse’s contribution

            was the second keynote speech of the conference, providing a methodological reflection

            on the impact of feelings which constitute a vital asset of the concept of multiple landscapes. Cities cannot be adequately characterized merely in an academic discourse based

            on a highly technological language which in Hasse’s eyes obscures the fact that cities

            can only be experienced bodily by feeling the atmosphere they create. A very basic

            way of feeling the city is through the weather and the way it influences the air and

            the sky, immediately leaving lasting impressions. Such sensations often cannot be

            adequately rendered in academic discourse which tends to obscure even the fact that

            scientists themselves are human beings. In search for an adequate language, Hasse

            proposes the early phenomenologists of the 20th century who experimented with the German language to express the impact the reality

            around them (Herumwirklichkeit) might have on them. With his research project named Matchpoint Innsbruck the architect Lootsma introduces the experience of Innsbruck as a site for new fun leisure activities addressed

            to a young clientele who explores natural as well as urban sites via snowboards, skateboards,

            and varying new sporting devices. In sharp contrast to the historical site of the

            Old Town stands Innsbruck’s reputation, especially in the social media, as a hot spot

            for young and trendy activities. New atmospheric landscapes are created at the intersection

            of digital life and experienced reality as the young athletes film their activities,

            thus promoting Innsbruck’s urban and natural landscapes, which Lootsma presents as

            profoundly intertwined on a worldwide level. The third paper of this section explores

            mountains as Innsbruck’s landscape of taste in an ethnological approach. Adapting

            Lindner’s and Musner’s concept of the landscape of taste, Egger, herself a recent Innsbruck resident, investigates the way the city presents itself

            on websites, via posters in the streets, shops and the products they sell, yet also

            by conversations she overhears and sensations she experiences when walking through

            the city. The Capital of the Alps, Egger discovers not without irony, is created by

            sporting activities visible in the way people dress, fine arts promoted in the Old

            Town, and via new spectacular architectural sites and local products which evoke happy

            cows on healthy green fields and promise that one can buy pure nature. The shady sides

            of this mountain idyll are traffic problems, winters without snow, and the ever-greater

            difficulty of affording housing in the city. Bauer’s ethnological contribution takes the reader on an atmospheric tour through the music

            scene of New Orleans which he explored by conducting interviews and by personally

            sharing the local lifestyle when practicing as a musician. Following the narratives

            of his interview partners, Bauer above all makes clear how much the city’s image depends

            on the live music provided by local musicians. As important as their impact on the

            city’s economy, namely tourism, may be, the musicians lack public support and acknowledgement,

            which becomes visible in the fact that their music is regarded as an item people can

            get for free. Bauer states a lack of commodification as basic problem of the New Orleans’

            music culture, along with a tendency to cherish a certain music style connected to

            the good old times of jazz. However, this music style fits tourist interests more

            than the young musicians’ longing for musical innovation.

         


         Cities can be regarded as agglomerations of micro-landscapes49 which are experienced while moving around the city and being part of it. Such landscapes

            often exist only temporarily. Often they are formed by ad-hoc situations bringing

            together bodies, sounds, and movements, thus creating unique experiences. Instead

            of looking exclusively at stable buildings, the concept of micro-landscapes invites

            us to also look at ephemeral landscapes such as parades or spontaneous concerts on

            the streets, street art, artists, political events, and the like. Ehrenfeucht investigates New Orleans’ vibrant public culture including Mardi Gras celebrations,

            music festivals, weekly parades and grassroots events. The topic of her research,

            however, is the supporting actors, the street food vendors who accompany all the different

            events. This informal group has recently come into the city’s regulatory gaze as new

            truck operators have demanded permission to operate on the streets in U.S. cities.

            Based on field research from New Orleans during the second line parade season of 2014–2015

            as well as 2013 field research on Chicago food truck vending, Ehrenfeucht investigates

            how the street vendors and their customers influence street dynamics and how the structure

            of food vending regulation shapes the street-level practices. The first results of

            her research indicate that local norms to which the vendors and their customers adapt

            are of greater importance than the imposed regulations. Bonz’ contribution presents the world of Innsbruck soccer fans as a micro-landscape. Based

            on interviews and ethnographic fieldwork in Innsbruck and Bremen, Bonz proposes the

            model of the gift-exchange as developed by Mauss and Lévi-Strauss to present soccer

            fans as “actors of a subcultural field that is constructed around self-positioning

            as group members.” The fine network of relations that is created among the fans appears

            to be the very essence of this micro-landscape, with the aim of getting a presence

            within the field of other sub-scapes in the city. However, these subtle social relations

            remain invisible while ultra soccer fandom gets visibility as rowdyism constructed

            by media discourses. In her contribution, Bourgogne addresses a small community of Croatian immigrants who settled in New Orleans in

            the 20th century. Based on multidisciplinary research using quantitative data as well as oral

            history, she profiles the business networks this little-noticed group of immigrants

            established in the seafood industry, thereby connecting their settlements in the city

            and the rural bayou parishes of Plaquemines and St. Bernard. Her paper shows the establishment

            of a micro-landscape as they managed to turn informal group networks of kinship and

            shared immigrant experiences into permanent networks based on their business cooperation

            of the state’s seafood and restaurant industries, thus establishing an urban / rural

            community. The last contribution in this chapter presents an ongoing research project

            based at the University of Innsbruck. Rooted at the intersection between linguistics

            and didactics, the concept of linguistic landscapes focuses on the multiplicity of languages that are visible in the urban public space.

            Such landscapes are formed by spoken language and also by written language on signs,

            lettering, menus, leaflets, and similar texts that circulate in the urban space. Unterthiner, Topf and Baur stress that these kinds of landscapes change quickly, on a daily basis, and can best

            be studied by photographic documentation. For this purpose, the research group has

            developed a unique gadget allowing the user to take panoramic pictures simply with

            a smartphone and a paper box, which enables the researcher to literally tin the multiplicity of visual information urban landscapes offer and conserve them in

            a blackbox-like technical device. The research group proposes this technical device

            particularly as a didactic tool that helps language learners to get in authentic contact

            with different languages already present in their everyday surroundings.

         


         The final section of the book shifts focus to the hidden sides of urban landscapes. By hidden sides, we allude to those aspects of the city’s reality

            and history which are not part of the image the city wants to promote. Hidden sides

            of the city thus change constantly. Looking at what the city has historically tried

            to hide also helps us to gain a deeper insight into a city’s character besides the

            shiny surface presented by city-branding. Once these subjects become research topics,

            one could also say that they are on their way to entering the established history

            and identity of an urban community. Thus, research projects can affect urban reality

            and interfere with a city’s attitude towards certain issues regarded as problematic

            by making them the subjects of the academic discourse. This rational and differentiated

            approach can be looked at as a way past emotion-based discussions of problematic topics.

            This observation is particularly true for the first essay in this section, which is

            dedicated to migration in Austria. Rupnow draws attention to the fact that despite the huge historical importance the phenomenon

            of migration had in post-war Austria and despite the attention migration gets in public

            discourses, it still is widely neglected and invisible in historiography. This neglect

            is best illustrated by the example of the Austrian citizenship test. Migrants have

            to study an Austrian history where they themselves have hardly any place of their

            own. To the present day there is not one museum that shows Austrian migration history.

            A new interdisciplinary research center has only recently been established at the

            University of Innsbruck with the aim of enhancing research on migration both in Austrian

            and on the regional and local level of the Tyrol and Innsbruck. A first step has been

            taken by an exhibit dedicated to the migration history of the town Hall, located near

            Innsbruck. It is no coincidence that the exhibit could not be hosted in the town museum.

            The curators decided to install the exhibit in the alleys of Hall’s Old Town, thereby

            bringing this hidden history to the plain focus of everyday urban life. Long’s contribution dives into the 1950s and 1960s and shows a contrary way of hiding

            history. In her paper, she challenges “the widely held belief that sexual conservatism

            characterized every place in Louisiana except New Orleans.” On the contrary, she sees

            the anti-homosexual reform campaigns that took place in the city in the 1950s as “the

            seedbed for creating explicit state-level scrutiny, harassment, and legislation directed

            toward gay and lesbian people throughout Louisiana by the early 1960s.” Anti-homosexual

            campaigns were closely linked with conservative attitudes of French Quarter activists

            who wanted to clear their neighborhood of visible homosexuals. Yet Long also points

            out that harassments affected poor homosexuals working in the French Quarter bars

            far more than established and rich homosexuals as, for example, Clay Shaw, who seemed

            to be exempt from such campaigns for a long time. His life story, however, demonstrates

            that with the social climate turning ever more hostile even a successful, well-respected

            man could become the victim of hate campaigns, as he was accused of being involved

            in the Kennedy assassination. Heidegger explores the early history of psychiatry in the Tyrol with a comparative view of

            Louisiana. For a long time a hidden side of historiography and everyday urban identity,

            research in psychiatric history has grown into an interdisciplinary research focus

            in the past decade at the University of Innsbruck. Heidegger presents the two different

            attitudes that characterized 19th century psychiatry. Mental disease was regarded as an unsolved problem that needed

            practical solutions close at hand. Yet at the same time, mental illness was considered

            resistant to treatment. Out of this attitude the 19th century asylum system originated, which was an international phenomenon. Heidegger’s

            focus is directed towards the organization of these asylums along spatial concepts

            and temporal orders which created the psychiatric landscapes as historical phenomena.

            She points out how a transnational comparative approach which closely analyzes individual

            institutions could help to study the history of early psychiatry on a global level.

            Providing preliminary results, Heidegger suggests that geographical ideas played a

            major role in the utilization of medical facilities, both for the American physician

            Edward Jarvis and the Tyrolean alienist Johann Tschallener. A different attitude might

            be noticed on the level of the patients’ biographies. In fact, the Tyrolean patients’

            histories were deeply influenced by intense forms of practicing catholic piety, whereas

            in Louisiana 19th century psychiatry seemed linked closely with the experiences of an immigration society.

            The final contribution by Guerrini addresses yet another hidden site of institutional history that was only recently

            exposed by different research projects. Her paper, based on her ongoing PhD project

            and a research focus at the department of education, reveals the construction of urban

            space in post-war Innsbruck as it results from files concerning children housed in

            reformatories. By narrowing her scope to gender segregation, Guerrini illustrates

            how girls were considered to be endangered by rotten post-war morals in Innsbruck. Authorities, therefore, policed exceptional behavior

            by bringing young girls to reformatories when they were considered in danger of being

            neglected or even endangering their peers. Guerrini emphasizes how frequenting certain

            streets and quarters in Innsbruck was regarded as evidence of dangerous behavior by

            the authorities. This connotation of urban space is, in her eyes, a construction of

            the authorities that does not correspond to what the girls themselves might have sought

            in these problematic neighborhoods, which they may have been attracted to as a way

            to escape problematic family situations and find their own free way of living.

         


         

            
Conclusion

            


         


         How could two such different cities as Innsbruck and New Orleans be compared? The

            first reason for attempting such a comparison is that both cities and universities

            have been interrelated for decades by close partnership programs. Processes taking

            place in one city thus influence the other and a considerable number of people from

            both cities regularly spend time studying and doing research in the other city. Given

            this academic context, the first section of this volume is dedicated to the interplay

            of cities and universities, characterizing both cities as Univercities due to the

            importance university life has for them.

         


         To further compare the two cities, the approach we propose with this volume is to

            regard them as multiple landscapes and analyze them along parallel categories that serve as a structural frame. We proposed

            five categories for the sister-cities: historical readings, material realities, atmospheres,

            micro-landscapes, and hidden sides. This analytical framework was the result of the

            conference presentations and discussions and delineates important common traits of

            both cities; these categories, however, might not necessarily fit other cities. The

            point of such comparisons is not to come to a linear conclusion, but rather to turn

            the focus to the unique character of each city equally, highlighting that they share

            common interests and problems. Both cities cherish their cultural and historical heritage

            as well as their spectacular surroundings. Both cities thus provide human-made historical

            sites that can be considered what we call poetic places. For Innsbruck, the Golden Roof has been presented as one poetic place with a highly

            integrative force for the city as well as for the region. For New Orleans the French

            Quarter seems to have a similar function. Campanella coined the term tout ensemble to express this quality. Also, both cities possess natural resources which contribute

            to their identities: for Innsbruck these are the surrounding mountains, particularly

            the Nordkette, whereas for New Orleans this is the Mississippi riverscape. However,

            both cities are no longer surrounded by a natural landscape; on the contrary, we have to speak of an infrastructured landscape. In New Orleans, infrastructure was installed to tame nature and secure the city

            against floods; in Innsbruck, infrastructure mainly results from sports activities,

            which have turned the surrounding mountains into one big urban leisure park. Regarding

            atmosphere, both cities cherish images that are intended to attract tourists: New

            Orleans as the Crescent City or the Big Easy, Innsbruck as the Capital of the Alps.

            Yet behind those stereotypical images, fresh atmospheres that particularly address

            young people come into being. In New Orleans, young people appear in search of new

            music styles, whereas young people in Innsbruck turn the entire city into an adventure

            park to perform in public spaces with their bicycles, boards, and skates. In terms

            of micro-landscapes, both cities offer multiple realities of sub-cultures that only

            become visible when closely studied. Yet they visibly shape the city’s character:

            food trucks in New Orleans make festivals possible, while multiple linguistic landscapes

            form Innsbruck’s Old Town. However, some micro-landscapes are less present in plain

            daylight and reveal that a city is always made up of different realities. Innsbruck

            soccer fans are mostly unknown if they do not commit acts of violence while Croatian

            immigrants in New Orleans are little known to run the popular seafood industry and

            restaurants. Finally, both cities have to deal with their hidden sides, and we have

            only addressed some of these virulent topics in this volume. While New Orleans bases

            its history on being a city of immigrants, Innsbruck has yet to accept and embrace

            the fact that it also has a long history of immigration city. Looking into the past,

            New Orleans’ superficially tolerant French Quarter was a controversial site for anti-homosexual

            campaigns. Both Louisiana and the Tyrol have a past as psychiatric landscapes, which

            only gradually is being reconstructed and studied. Finally, Innsbruck’s history is

            shaped by the fact that many local inhabitants had to spend their childhood and teen

            years in reformatories, as authorities thought post-war Innsbruck, and Austria generally,

            was a dangerous place for children who needed to be protected against neglect. The

            traumas these experiences have left on these citizens remain vivid even in the present

            day.

         


         We did not intend to deal with both cities in an exhaustive way with this book. Rather,

            we tried to encourage interdisciplinary comparative research on two cities we are

            deeply connected with. Cities are perfect examples for combined research efforts since

            urban research can only be realized as an interdisciplinary enterprise. The concept

            of the multiple landscapes that are condensed in poetic places literally entails such a multifaceted approach. Given the close connection between

            universities and cities, we are convinced that focusing university research on the

            respective cities helps us to leave the ivory tower and bring academic discourse to

            a broader public. Academic discourse may thus influence city life and vice-versa:

            atmospheres of the city may enter academic discourse. We wanted to express that cities

            can never be experienced totally through academic discourse. In the end, as Hasse

            tells us, what leaves us with most lasting impressions is how we feel while being

            in a particular city: the intensely humid air of New Orleans, full of flavors from

            blossoming gardens and sprouting trees, or the crystal clear mountain air in Innsbruck

            after a rain shower has cleared summer heat from the valley.
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         Some time between 1494 and 1500 Maximilian I of Habsburg, king and future emperor

            of the Holy Roman Empire,50 had a pomp oriel crowned by a Golden Roof built in the heart of his chosen residential

            city, Innsbruck. Since all documents are missing, the history of its construction

            can only be traced in dim lines. The only extant written testimony is an account note

            passed down as a copy, which states that in the year 1500 the amount of 593 gulden

            and 10 ½ kreuzer had been paid for the fire gilded copper shingles.51 The oriel was realized by Niklas Türing the Elder, who was also responsible for the

            relief decoration. Jörg Kölderer accomplished the secco paintings.52 Yet to the present date we do not know the exact date of construction of the oriel

            nor the occasion for which it was built. There are two possible reasons for building

            this extravagant architectural construction which we consider the most plausible.

            The first is that it was built for Maximilian’s second wedding with Bianca Maria Sforza53 that took place in 1493—in fact, it may be understood as a belated wedding gift to

            commemorate the event. The second assumption is that Maximilian built the pomp oriel

            to celebrate the turning of centuries around 1500. Besides the occasion, Maximilian

            certainly used the respective event to create for himself a lasting monument in the

            center of his chosen town, situated on the important road leading from Italy to Germany.54 Maximilian was in fact deeply concerned with aspects of time and history, and he

            was obsessed with what he called the gedechtnus, in Latin memoria, the possibility to, in one’s lifetime, create eternal works of art that would keep

            alive one’s memory for future generations to come.55 Yet not only is the historical data around the building opaque, but additionally

            the figurative program displayed on the pomp oriel is only partially decipherable,

            adding to an aura of mystery which surrounds the artifact.56


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-01.jpg]Fig. 1: The Golden Roof: Engraving by Salomon Kleiner 1750 (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, Bi-g-384).


         


         It is exactly this lack of information as well as the prominent site the oriel occupies

            in the center of Innsbruck’s Old Town which interests us in this place and makes the

            building an apt example to discuss what we intend by multiple landscapes and why an

            approach deciphering these landscapes could be fruitful for urban research. The thesis

            we propose is that landscape in its plural word form evokes human-made spatial formations

            which add to the identity of a given place57 by combining several aspects of time, place, aesthetics, and the people or the social

            life happening there. Landscape offers a dynamic paradigm to explore the inherent logic (Eigenlogik)58 of individual places such as cities. Such landscapes are marked by what we call poetic places (poetische Orte), places where complex layers collide and are condensed in a way that they become

            highly atmospheric landmarks capable of appealing to different people.59 Such places add to the image of a city in the sense that they are deliberately chosen to promote the city’s image,60 but they also contribute to the imaginaire, a space of imagination created by the many stories narrated constantly about the

            place.61 Thus they create a special atmosphere which makes cities unique by being experienced individually and bodily, to use Jürgen Hasse’s terminology.62 Such condensed experiences realized by these poetic places can transcend the academic discourse and open multiple forms of dialogues which do

            not necessarily need written or spoken language as a medium but can be realized in

            a variety of bodily practices by interacting with the places themselves.63


         In the following, the Golden Roof (Goldenes Dachl) in Innsbruck will serve as our poetic place, an example leading us into the multiple layers of the city. In a second step, we

            will discuss the concept of the multiple landscapes and poetic places in greater detail.

         


         

            
The Golden Roof as a Poetic Place

            


         


         Even 500 years after its construction, the Golden Roof still has not lost its power

            to impress. To experience the impact the Golden Roof may have had on a late medieval

            visitor, the tourist of the 21st century should approach it from today’s Maria Theresien-Straße, bearing in mind that most probably the medieval visitor had been journeying on foot

            for several days and would stand covered by dust in front of what is now the entrance

            of the Old Town, then surrounded by a ditch. The best time of the day to enjoy the

            experience is noon, when the sun stands vertically above the Golden Roof and makes

            its more than 2,50064 fire gilded copper tiles shine in their fullest splendor.65 Yet even if the visitor entered the city from another gate, the roof would always

            have been visible, not least due to its shiny sparkling roof which in fact made it

            quickly famous among early modern visitors as the many graffiti on the frescos of

            the loggia indicate.66 Thus, the first impression the Golden Roof leaves on the spectator is a purely visual

            one of light and gold, outstanding qualities for all pieces of arts in the Middle

            Ages.67 In times of little light, the shining of gold was the one multimedia effect artists

            and architects could achieve. The importance of light as a key element to transform

            an environment or to create a unique landscape in our terminology has been pointed

            out by Paul Virilio68 and is also reflected in the importance of illuminated advertising in modern cities.

            Such an ocean of light creates an atmosphere which catches the spectator bodily, immersing

            her or him totally in the situation they are experiencing, as Hasse puts it, with

            reference to Le Corbusier, who stated in the 1930s that he could not pass by the illuminated

            billboards of Broadway without stopping.69 Franke and Welzel use this shining light effect for the most innovative new reading

            of the Golden Roof. In their interpretation, Maximilian wanted to imitate and compete

            with the palace of the Great Khan of China, who was celebrated as the most splendid

            ruler on Earth. The Great Khan had been famous with late medieval travelers due to

            Marco Polo’s travel account of his journey to China. By building the Golden Roof,

            so they suggest, Maximilian wanted to be inscribed in the stories visitors would tell,

            thus making sure that they would transport his fame all along their journeys: While

            the palace of the Khan was something people had merely heard of, this Golden Roof

            actually existed and could be experienced materially in situ.70


         This quite original interpretation marks two significant aspects of the Golden Roof

            as a poetic place: first, its materiality which was able to create a sensual experience;

            and second, the importance of the stories told about cities and their architecture,

            thus forming the imaginaire, the special atmosphere linked with a certain place.

         


         The reference to the palace of the Great Khan opens yet another dimension which marks

            the Golden Roof as a poetic place: the exotic sphere which was a reference to the

            strange and the other but also to the fact that Maximilian regarded Innsbruck as a global city (speaking

            in modern terms). This city was connected to distant places by the travelers visiting

            it and by the merchants selling goods from all over the world.71 The most international place was, however, the court itself, which in 1420 had been

            transferred from Meran to Innsbruck under Duke Frederick IV and situated in the Neuer Hof, the new court which was in fact the building Maximilian decorated with the pomp

            oriel.72 Under Maximilian’s predecessor, Archduke Sigismund of Tyrol, the court in Innsbruck

            had become famous for its richness and splendid festivities.73 Conspicious consumption was a key necessity for late medieval princes to compete with the high nobility of

            their time and secure their place among their peers. Displaying richness meant simultaneously

            being part of an international society which also included non-Christian culture.

            In this sense, the Late Middle Ages were cosmopolitan and not at all limited by the

            national boundaries which far more characterize the modern era.74 Interest in and knowledge about distant places was transferred not only by the stories

            but also by exotic objects, animals, and references to exotic culture.75


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-02.jpg]Fig. 2: Relief on the balustrade of the loggia: Maximilian with people from the court, a jester and an elderly man, probably a counselor or

                     court official (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, Ph-A-11–225).


         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-03.jpg]Fig. 3: Relief on the balustrade of the loggia: Maximilian with his two wives, Mary of Burgundy

                  and Bianca Maria Sforza (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, Ph-A-11–211).


         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-04.jpg]Fig. 4: Relief on the balustrade of the loggia: Morris dancers in wild contortions dancing

                  to music produced by a drummer and bells they wear on their ankles and wrists (Stadtarchiv

                  Innsbruck, Ph-A-11–206).


         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-05.jpg]Fig. 5: Relief on the balustrade of the loggia: Banners with what are believed to be Hebrew

                  characters above the Morris dancers (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, Ph-A-11–224).


         


         The Golden Roof offers yet another reference to this exotic or rather cosmopolitan

            culture. In fact the pomp oriel is conceived as a three-storied construction. While

            the first level is closed with windows, the second level opens into an open loggia covered by frescoes. The balustrade of the loggia is decorated with reliefs. The central ones show Maximilian with his two wives, Mary

            of Burgundy and Bianca Maria Sforza, and again with people from the court, a jester

            and an elderly man, probably a counselor or court official. These court people in

            the reliefs stand equally on a balcony from which they look at the other reliefs which

            display a Morris dance (Moriskentanz).76 Morris dancers are displayed in wild contortions, dancing to music produced by a

            drummer and bells they wear on their ankles and wrists. Above the dancers, we see

            banners with what are believed to be Hebrew characters.77 Both the Morris dancers as well as the Hebrew characters render the exotic atmosphere

            of Maximilian’s international court. The Hebrew characters bear another secret of

            the Golden Roof since they have not yet been deciphered. Most probably they can be

            considered what historians call Kufic inscriptions, syncretic alphabets based on Syrian,

            Hebrew, or Arab characters and well documented north of the Alps in the 15th century.78 These characters, moreover, express Maximilian’s interest in knowledge, documented

            by his patronage of literature. The Hebrew characters have kept their fascination

            for Innsbruck inhabitants until today. In October 2009, the Tyrolean author and playwright

            Felix Mitterer provided an approximate transcription and invited people via the internet

            and newspaper to lyrically unriddle these syncretic inscriptions.79 This creative aspect again expresses the suggestive force of the Golden Roof, which

            not only appeals to tourists but also provides a key monument for the town of Innsbruck

            and the region of the Tyrol. In 1997, the president of the Jewish religious community

            (Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Innsbruck) in Innsbruck, Esther Fritsch, started an academic inquiry which more or less confirmed

            that the inscriptions can be regarded as syncretic alphabet.80


         So far, we have presented the Golden Roof as a mystic, fairytale-like, highly atmospheric

            building with exotic references. These qualities have been integrated in what in recent

            years may have become the biggest tourist attraction of Innsbruck, namely the Christmas

            market culminating in the large New Year’s Eve firework display in which Innsbruck

            presents itself as a fairytale-like mountain-city. At the center of this atmospheric

            world stands the large Christmas tree right in front of the Golden Roof. Yet the building

            is not at all situated in a fairytale timeless world. In fact, Maximilian gave the

            oriel clear time and space coordinates by adding several coats of arms on its first

            level. The most important coat of arms, the double eagle of the Roman emperor in the

            middle, refers to his coronation in 1508 and must have been added later, since above

            two painted standard-bearers the date 1500 indicates the completion of the artifact.81 Next to the imperial eagle is the simple one of the Roman king. These imperial and

            royal coats of arms are framed by the ones of Hungary and Burgundy. In the corners,

            the coats of arms of Austria and Milan add to the territorial claim Maximilian displayed

            as the base of his power. On the narrow sides of the oriel, the coats of arms of Styria

            and the Tyrol complete the Austrian home base of the Habsburg world empire which came

            into being with Maximilian’s fortunate marriage policy.82 The reference to the territory is reinforced by the material the oriel was constructed

            of: namely marble from Kramsach, molasse conglomerate from Hötting, and sandstone

            from Mittenwald.83 The gilded copper roof shingles refer to the Tyrol’s rich mines, which added to its

            importance in the 15th and 16th centuries. In the end, the narrow, arduous oriel crowned by its shiny roof is a reference

            to the precipitous mountains which it directly faces and whose snowy winter tops it

            seems to imitate.

         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-06.jpg]Fig. 6: Large Christmas tree in front of the Golden Roof, historic undated photograph (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck,

                  Ph-8376–2). Today, the Old Town is a pedestrian area without any cars.


         


         Obviously, the pomp oriel served as a performative place. Since the Middle Ages it

            had been common to build wooden structures of stages and balconies which, above all,

            allowed the female members of the court to participate in festivities without having

            to mingle with the ordinary people. What was new in Maximilian’s construction was

            that he turned a common ephemeral structure into a permanent one. The oriel built

            in the heart of the town facing the central square not only allowed the emperor and

            his wife to be part of festivities in town, but it also made them visible to the city.

            The oriel marked his place in the city and guaranteed that the emperor was visible

            yet untouchable, present even when he was not there.84 Yet this was not an exclusive view; as the graffiti in the loggia display, even in early modern times visitors were allowed to enter the imperial loggia, thus experiencing the privileged view themselves. The oriel, in fact, is a highly

            interactive construction designed to appeal to visitors even if they stand on the

            streets. As a matter of fact, if one stands on the street in front of the Golden Roof,

            one has a perfectly distinct view on the frescoes in the loggia, which display a courtly festivity with frivolous scenes. Thus a man dressed in a

            donkey costume touches the lap of a court lady. Frivolity and fertility as part of

            the wedding décor the whole oriel obviously displays are repeated in the arcade on

            which it stands. Visible only for the spectator who is willing to explore the monument

            and raise his eyes, the arcade surprises with little grotesque figures, who for example

            display their naked backside to the spectator or lift their dress. This is not a visual

            culture designed to be passively contemplated. In fact, the three-dimensional arcade

            invites the spectator to actively explore with their eyes, making them wander around

            and search just like they have to when reading a page.85


         The Golden Roof creates, however, an even more impressive performative action which

            marks the city to the present day. In fact, it shapes the ideal line of sight, directing

            all eyes to the princely residence as the apparently natural center of the city where

            the gaze automatically wanders up to the high mountains in the background. This line

            of view was continued in the early modern era on the main boulevard of Maria Theresien-Straße with two more landmarks dating from the 18th century, the Annasäule and the Triumphbogen (triumphal arch), both contributing today to the touristic picture of Innsbruck visible

            on many postcards. Yet this dramatic line of sight does not offer the only possible

            view on the Old Town of Innsbruck. In fact, far less known than the princely residence

            is the old town hall of the city which was erected in 1348, the first building of

            this kind in the Tyrol. It is situated approximately in the middle of the eastern

            row of houses.86 Around 1442/50 a massive town tower was added and certainly dominated all views of

            the city and directed them to look east until Maximilian turned attention to the northern

            small row of houses and the mountains in the background where it remains until now.

            Maximilian is a perfect example of how princes of the Renaissance used their cities

            as performative places in order to stage their own power by addressing and involving

            all citizens and visitors.87 Maximilian’s Golden Roof is well-suited to explore the effects of poetic places as

            landmarks of urban topographies as well as indicators of what we call multiple landscapes.

         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-07.jpg]Fig. 7: The old town hall of Innsbruck, erected in 1348, with the massive town tower, added

                  around 1442/50, situated approximately in the middle of the eastern row of houses

                  near the Golden Roof, historic postcard, 1890–1897 (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, sommer

                  3_017).


         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-08.jpg]Fig. 8: The main boulevard of Maria Theresien-Straße with the Annasäule, historic postcard,

                  undated (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck, Ph-7808).


         


         

            
Multiple Landscapes and Poetic Places

            


         


         Landscape is a shifting concept. Around the 10th century, the term was used as description of a territory or as geographic name. The

            meaning of landscape (Landschaft) largely corresponded to the Latin words regio and provincia, which described (political) settlements. Later the term was associated with a territorially

            based group of people. In the 15th and 16th centuries, landscape was established as technical term of painting and found its way into bourgeois language

            of the 18th and 19th centuries via the bourgeois interest in music and fine arts.88 Landscape was now a symbol of the aesthetic experience of nature, the discovery of which is

            often attributed to the Italian poet Petrarch and his aesthetic view on landscape.89 With his alleged ascent of Mont Ventoux in 1336, experiencing nature in an aesthetic

            way became emblematic and was especially sublimated by the Romantic view.90 From here, a long history of discussing the term landscape started which most often took place with regard to traditional opposites like natural

            vs. cultural landscapes, city vs. countryside, civilized vs. untamed landscape. Because

            of this dualistic discourse, landscape became related to similar concepts like nature91 and wilderness,92 which are often used as the opposite of urbanity.93


         Since the 1950s, North American Cultural Landscape Studies have opened up a new sense of landscape.94 Landscape from this perspective is a culturally coded historical concept with multiple

            meanings. In recent interdisciplinary approaches, traditional opposites like the antagonism

            between nature and culture, urban vs. rural areas,95 and spaces and human bodies, are transcended. The German architect Thomas Sieverts,

            for example, coined the term “intermediate cities” (Zwischenstädte),96 which have both properties of cityscapes and unbuilt space. Intermediate cities are

            spaces where new ways of urban living occur. A second example, which points out the

            interdependent relationships between cities and landscapes, is the concept of micro-landscapes. These are landscapes that function as agglomerations of many different, environmental

            states constantly perceived as being in motion, including people and objects. A protest

            march moving slowly through a city accompanied by shouts and gestures, for example,

            might be such a micro-landscape.97 Such landscapes lead to movement, thus creating a new space which, again, is capable

            of connecting urban and rural spaces. Michel Foucault already pointed out in his well-known

            studies that spaces and human bodies influence each other and that this mutual influence

            goes hand in hand with the production of power and dominance. Architecture, but also

            objects such as furniture, thus impose certain ways of moving and acting on people,

            influencing their ways of thinking and being.98 This complex connection between spaces and bodies in motion becomes particularly

            apparent wherever people are set on a predefined path, where gender-related normality

            is imposed, where they are refused their political voice, or where the body becomes

            the standard of social disciplining.99 Foucault therefore studied such processes in hospitals, prisons, reformatories, but

            also the ghettos and thus the cities.100 The interaction between human bodies and technical features in networks was closely

            studied by the French sociologist Bruno Latour, who was inspired by Foucault and other

            poststructuralists. He emphasized that material, human, and semiotic entities talk

            and interact and, thus they form a coherent whole. In Latour’s eyes, they create a

            new society where the social is no longer only connected with humans.101


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-09.jpg]Fig. 9: The Old Town of Innsbruck with the Golden Roof: A coherent ensemble of landscape

                  and urban topographies (Source: Wikimedia Commons).102


         


         From this perspective cities and landscapes are so closely connected with each other

            that they cannot adequately be observed in isolation.103 Moreover, cities are conglomerates combining different actors: urban and rural spaces,

            objects and technical features, human bodies as well as political, social and cultural

            discourses. In sum, these actors coagulate to complex networks, which we call multiple landscapes. Multiple landscapes are first produced by both material and technical conditions

            as well as by human bodies communicating and interacting with each other. Second,

            they are not just mirroring the fashions and the chic of a particular era; instead,

            they give us an insight into how people of a certain point in time regarded their

            environment and themselves. Since human beings bestow form and identity on their material

            environment, this environment becomes a witness to past eras and allows us to ask

            questions about the world people of a certain time lived in. What are the geographic,

            physical, and material conditions inscribed in cities and landscapes? And what are

            the social, political, and cultural as well as mental conditions of space? Cities

            and landscapes, however, do not only tell us about their past. Furthermore they help

            us—and this is probably far more important—to understand how people think about their

            future. This visionary capacity is due to the fact that landscapes are linked to some

            kind of idea, as the landscape ecologist Ludwig Trepl emphasizes. The appearance of urban as well

            as rural landscapes is linked to clear expectations of their inhabitants with regard

            to moral, ethical and political values. Landscapes can therefore be read like books,

            as Trepl puts it, from which people are able to get not only hard facts but also advice

            on how to act in the future, as well as information on what should happen with the

            landscapes themselves.104 The German historian Karl Schlögel uses the same metaphor in his well-known book

            Im Raume lesen wir die Zeit (In Space we Read the Time), where he recognizes a return of the material reality

            in post-9/11 cityscapes. He calls us to visit urban sceneries and to read cities, which he calls “documents sui generis.”105


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-10.jpg][image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-11.jpg]Fig. 10 and 11: The Golden Roof covered with a massive wall during the bombing raid on Innsbruck

                  in 1943 and during the removing of the wall in September 1945 (Stadtarchiv Innsbruck,

                  Ph-19696 and Ph-A 8135).


         


         The discussion about the destruction of historical places, for example, is accompanied

            by questions about the character and the identity of landscapes. The bombardment during the Second World War had massive and devastating

            consequences. In Innsbruck, protection measures were adopted to preserve important

            cultural assets like the tomb of Emperor Maximilian I in the Hofkirche. The Golden Roof was covered with a massive wall after the first bomb attacks on

            5 December 1943.106 While 60 percent of Innsbruck’s apartments were destroyed, most of the historical

            buildings were not affected. Today Innsbruck’s picturesque medieval Old Town in front

            of the spectacular mountainscape is a popular tourist attraction, forming the very

            image of the city and, for the locals, the essence of Innsbruck. The rebuilding of

            the Frauenkirche in Dresden can be considered as an opposite example to the preservation of the Innsbruck

            Old Town. Since the church was completely destroyed during attacks in February 1945,

            the ruin became a symbol for Dresden’s longing for the historical city placed in beautiful

            scenery. The rebuilding of the church in 2005 was seen as restoration of the city’s

            identity.107


         Focusing on the various connotations and feelings people have for certain places in

            their surroundings like the Frauenkirche in Dresden or the Golden Roof in Innsbruck helps us to analyze the significance of

            multiple landscapes within specific regions. A region, according to the German regional sociologist Detlev Ipsen, is a “space with approximate

            limits,” the importance of which is not limited to local contexts.108 The alpine region, for example, shows characteristics which are important on the

            local but also on the supra-regional level. For instance, environmental impacts caused

            by economic factors show the influence of urbanity on the mountains, and the river

            courses visually demonstrate the relationship between the mountains and the coastal

            regions.109 Within these regions, Ipsen identifies key topographical spots which characterize

            and symbolize a whole area and he calls them “poetic places.”110 Poetic places are not just elements of nature like mountains111; they can also be human-made like the Eiffel Tower in Paris, and they can arouse

            both positive or negative connotations. The following three characteristics distinguish

            them from other places:

         


         

            	

               First, poetic places show clearly and perceivably the singularity of the region they

                  refer to as a symbol (This is what Ipsen calls contour).

               


            


            	

               Second, poetic places are unique in that they differ from other places and they make

                  visible the region as a whole, distinguishing it from other regions (coherence).

               


            


            	

               Third, poetic places create a specific atmosphere which cannot be copied by other

                  places. This atmosphere reaches the whole region as well as the neighboring areas.

                  Thus, poetic places play an aggregative role in a region (complexity).

               


            


         


         Combining these three aspects, the importance of poetic places radiates far beyond their topographical positions. The characteristics of contour,

            coherence, and complexity distinguish them from the mere locality of all other places.

            Poetic places do not go with the spirit of the time; on the contrary, they reflect

            timelessness by referring at the same time to the past, the present, and the future.

            This timelessness gives poetic places a specific charisma and atmosphere, which can

            have an integrative force for an entire region for a long time. Poetic places connect

            the local, the regional, and the transregional spatial levels, and they produce projections

            from inside the region to the outside and vice versa.

         


         Our thesis is that the Golden Roof is such a poetic place in the region of the Tyrol

            since it condenses different layers of time, space, social actors, and perspectives

            in one monument, as was argued in this essay. To sum those layers up:

         


         

            	

               Layers of time: The Golden Roof combines the past, the present, and the future of

                  Innsbruck City and, furthermore, the whole region. The material reality and the technical

                  accomplishment of the monument are interwoven with many cultural codes and ideas of

                  different eras. The building is a lieu de memoire as well as inspiration for future projects which communicate with each other.

               


            


            	

               Layers of social actors: The Golden Roof is matter, subjective experience, and political

                  discourse in one. The sensual perception of the building is closely connected with

                  its material reality and the discursive practices linked to it. Therefore, the Golden

                  Roof combines different actors of the social world: human bodies, the physical setting,

                  and the social world as well as the political and cultural rules connected to and

                  produced by the various actors.

               


            


            	

               Layers of space: The Golden Roof as the prominent and most distinct landmark of Innsbruck

                  exerts its effects in the immediate living environment of the people (inhabitants

                  and tourists) as well as on the region of the Tyrol and, furthermore, on the trans-regional

                  level. The Golden Roof is thus able to symbolize great spatial ideas on the local

                  level as well as locality in global contexts.

               


            


            	

               Layers of perspectives: The inside view of the inhabitants of Innsbruck as well as

                  the outside view on the Tyrol are both interwoven in the Golden Roof. Positive and

                  negative self-perceptions by Innsbruck locals and the perceptions by others (and of

                  others) are both located in the monument.

               


            


         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-12.jpg]Fig. 12: The Golden Roof today: A lieu de memoire and inspiration for the future (Source: Wikimedia

                  Commons).112


         


         If the Golden Roof is a poetic place, we have to ask how we can perceive its special

            quality, or, in other words: How can we interact with multiple landscapes? Again,

            interaction is a complex process that combines various approaches which may translate

            into the following aspects.113 There is first the cognitive way to deal with multiple landscapes. We can use scientific methods to investigate

            the relevance of our environment, its history, its biology and ecology, its infrastructure

            and its monuments. We can produce scientific or artistic knowledge about them or we

            can measure, explain, and interpret them. Furthermore, we can feel multiple landscapes. Individual feelings have to do with sensual experiences—each

            spectator lives individually—but they also reflect social and political norms. As

            Claude Lévi-Strauss pointed out, rituals as well as objects are particularly apt to

            arouse individual and collective feelings not because they are per se emotional but

            because of their capacity of working as social media.114 Poetic places, in the sense we intend them, thus have this capacity for creating

            such individual and collective feelings which add to their integrative force.115 Whether a landscape is perceived as very beautiful or not depends on its material

            qualities as well as on political discourses and cultural codes. The emotional response

            to certain places is therefore closely connected with their meaning as images as well

            as with aesthetical codes that work on individual and collective levels. This idea

            leads to the aesthetic dimension of perceiving landscapes, which is interconnected with the visual and cognitive

            dimension as well as with physical interactions. Physical and bodily activities and practices range from strolling through

            the city to mountaineering. Due to the complexity of multiple landscapes, they can

            only be explored through interdisciplinary efforts. However, even given the explanatory

            force of different scientific approaches when dealing with the sensual response to

            a given place, there always remains a surplus value that cannot be rationally explained.

            Objects of art as well as topographic sceneries can be rationally described but their

            effects are sensual, emotional—they are able to move us to tears, directly speak to

            the individual, and communicate with us.116 This is the poetic force that is condensed in such special places.

         


         
[image: campus_wiss_50647_abb_01Antenhofer-13.jpg]Fig. 13: Exploring urban topographies: The Golden Roof in Innsbruck as poetic place (Source:

                   graphic by the authors).


         


         To sum up: multiple landscapes are complex networks consisting of urban and rural

            spaces (their material reality as well as the historical reading of cities and landscapes),

            human bodies, objects, technical features, as well as political, social, and cultural

            discourses. They are products of individual and collective experiences and perceptions

            of human beings in certain times, and evolve into culturally coded historical concepts.

            The socially and culturally conditioned codes are related to the physical world, particularly

            to certain places in the surrounding. These places are permeated with some kind of

            idea, which gives them the capacity to become symbols of the character and identity of

            the space they refer to.117 Analyzing multiple landscapes is only possible in an interdisciplinary way, insofar

            as they can be perceived in a cognitive, emotional, aesthetical, or physical dimension.

            The effects of multiple landscapes should not only be studied from a scientific perspective,

            but also from a practical or even bodily point of view to experience the poetic surplus

            that escapes rational explanation. Art is an effective instrument to increase the

            understanding of multiple landscapes, because it allows us to redesign spaces, to

            create new spatial shapes, or to develop new types of places, which can shift existing

            perspectives on cities and landscapes.118 Poetic places are capable of combining all these aspects and thus serve as integrative

            spots for regions and towns. The Golden Roof in the Old Town of Innsbruck serves as

            such a highly integrative place both for the town of Innsbruck as well as for the

            region of the Tyrol.

         


      


   

      

         

            
University Cities: A Strategic Resource of Small and Medium-Sized Cities in Europe

            


            Gastone Ave


         


         

            
Introduction

            


         


         This chapter addresses the challenges posed in Europe to second-rank cities by the

            university institutions located within their boundaries. The main thesis is that universities,

            while also having a key role in European nation-capital cities, like Rome or Berlin,

            or in world-class metropolises, like Paris and London, exert their driving force best

            in small and medium-sized cities. Here, universities can be new engines of cultural

            and economic landscapes. These engines are so powerful that the growth of many European

            cities and surrounding regions depend on how successful they are in attracting the

            key factors of university life: public investments in research and education, the

            best faculty staff, students, private entrepreneurs, and philanthropic actors. In

            addition, university cities may take advantage of a free and constant flow of communication

            activities directed both to selected audiences of investors and to the general public,

            generated by locally-based universities.

         


         The outcome is a free flow of activities of urban co-marketing which allows a university

            city to building a sound image of itself as hub of creativity, technology, culture,

            and future-oriented entrepreneurship—all factors eagerly sought by international investors

            in search of a place to land. However, the positive impact of universities on surrounding

            areas may be highly curbed by the lack of support from adequate policies and investments

            within their own city, region, and nation. University institutions should be sustained

            by local, regional, and national decision-makers who, together with the European Union,

            should act accordingly to bolster the positive influence of universities on host cities.

         


         

            
A Long Trail of Cooperation Between Cities and Universities

            


         


         Cities and universities have cooperated with each other since the early days. The

            relationship between universities and cities from medieval times in Europe to the

            present has already been the subject of in-depth studies.119 The university in the western world is the oldest institution, along with the Catholic

            Church, that man has ever conceived. Universities are conservative institutions inherently,

            and they do all what it takes to ensure their continued existence.

         


         Since the beginning, universities have had a special relationship with small and medium-sized

            cities. This is quite evident in Italy, the country where the majority of universities

            were founded in the first three centuries of their existence. In fact, if we take

            a look at the ranking of the oldest universities in the world we can see that out

            of 23 established in the 11th-14th centuries, 12 were founded in Italy.

         


         

            

               

                  

                  

                  

               

               

                  

                     	

                        Year of
Foundation

                        


                     

                     	

                        University


                     

                     	

                        Current Location


                     

                  


               

               

                  

                     	

                        1088


                     

                     	

                        University of Bologna


                     

                     	

                        Bologna, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1096–1167


                     

                     	

                        University of Oxford


                     

                     	

                        Oxford, United Kingdom


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1170


                     

                     	

                        Université de Paris (Sorbonne)


                     

                     	

                        Paris, France


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1209


                     

                     	

                        University of Cambridge


                     

                     	

                        Cambridge, United Kingdom


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1218


                     

                     	

                        University of Salamanca


                     

                     	

                        Salamanca, Spain


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1222


                     

                     	

                        University of Padua


                     

                     	

                        Padua, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1224


                     

                     	

                        University of Naples Federico  II


                     

                     	

                        Naples, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1240


                     

                     	

                        University of Siena


                     

                     	

                        Siena, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1241


                     

                     	

                        University of Valladolid


                     

                     	

                        Valladolid, Spain


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1290


                     

                     	

                        University of Macerata


                     

                     	

                        Macerata, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1290


                     

                     	

                        University of Coimbra


                     

                     	

                        Coimbra, Portugal


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1293


                     

                     	

                        University of Alcalá


                     

                     	

                        Alcalá de Henares, Spain


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1303


                     

                     	

                        Sapienza University of Rome


                     

                     	

                        Rome, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1308


                     

                     	

                        University of Perugia


                     

                     	

                        Perugia, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1321


                     

                     	

                        University of Florence


                     

                     	

                        Florence, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1336


                     

                     	

                        University of Camerino


                     

                     	

                        Camerino, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1343


                     

                     	

                        University of Pisa


                     

                     	

                        Pisa, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1348


                     

                     	

                        Charles University of Prague


                     

                     	

                        Prague, Czech Republic


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1361


                     

                     	

                        University of Pavia


                     

                     	

                        Pavia, Italy


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1364


                     

                     	

                        Jagiellonian University


                     

                     	

                        Kraków, Poland


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1365


                     

                     	

                        University of Vienna


                     

                     	

                        Vienna, Austria


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1386


                     

                     	

                        Ruprecht-Karls University of Heidelberg


                     

                     	

                        Heidelberg, Germany


                     

                  


                  

                     	

                        1391


                     

                     	

                        University of Ferrara


                     

                     	

                        Ferrara, Italy


                     

                  


               

            


            Table 1: List of the first universities founded in the world in the 11th–14th centuries (Table by Stefano

                  Paleari, adapted by the author).120


         


         The list (see Table 1) is opened by the University of Bologna, created in the year

            1088, and thus the oldest university in the world, and it is closed by the University

            of Ferrara, established in the year 1391. The Italian Rinascimento (Renaissance) of the 15th and 16th centuries is certainly rooted in the prosperity reached in the previous three hundred

            years, whose most evident sign is the construction of a great number of cities. The

            creation of so many universities in these two centuries has also been explained by

            the political subdivisions of Italy in those times, seen sometimes as an anarchical state of affairs in that country.121 Instead, this number of universities is a signal of wealth, proven by the existence

            of many cities and infrastructures in a restricted geographical area, albeit subdivided

            into several small princedoms. Italy has become known as the nation of 100 cities,

            as nowhere else in history have cities been built so numerously, one close to the

            other. The presence of cities is a clear sign of wealth. For the first time in history,

            mankind produced an institution, the university, as an organization independent from

            the church and from political rulers of the time, where people were dispensed from

            manual work to research and teach as a way of life.

         


         Along these lines, it is relevant to note that in Italy “the places where universities

            succeeded were cities in the middle rank, the sort of city which, around 1300, had

            a population of around twenty to forty thousand. Cities of that size—such as Siena,

            Perugia, and Ferrara—were the places that were successful.”122 Kenneth Hyde goes on to note that “in the fifteenth century a deliberate policy pursued

            the Italian territorial state to place the university in the second city, so that

            the state of Milan favored the university of Pavia, Florence eventually transferred

            its university to Pisa, and Venice took over the existing university of Padua.”123


         Universities flourished in second-rank cities not only in Italy but also in the rest

            of Europe. We may note with no surprise that among the most populated cities in Europe,124 those above 100,000 inhabitants—between the 14th century and the 17th century, only Paris, Naples and Rome—hosted a university, while the other cities

            in this cluster (Venice, Milan, Palermo, Messina, Lisbon, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Seville,

            London) did not.

         


         Eventually, after the French Revolution and with the surge of the industrial revolution

            in England and elsewhere, European industrial cities became powerful magnets which

            lured the population from the countryside as never before. Industrial cities grew

            in size at an unprecedented pace and most of them became the siege of one or more

            university institutions. But small and medium-sized cities continued to be a sort

            of natural habitat for the oldest universities of Europe and also for new ones. A

            similar path can be observed in North America. Here the first pilgrims and migrants

            from Europe to the Boston area set up the Massachusetts Bay Colony, whose Great and

            General Court decided to set up Harvard College, the oldest institution of higher

            education in the United States, in 1636. The first college in the new world was not

            established in Boston but in Newetowne (renamed Cambridge in 1638).125


         

            
Cooperation Between Universities and Cities in the U.S. and Canada: The Cases of New

               York, Chicago and Montréal

            


         


         One of the most interesting books126 published recently on the topic of the relationships between universities and cities

            from medieval times in Europe to present days was the outcome of a conference organized

            to mark the centennial of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at New York University

            (NYU) in 1986–87. The editor of this book, Thomas Bender, draws a comparison between

            New York and Chicago, saying that “from the very beginning the University of Chicago

            has been associated with its city,”127 while neither NYU nor Columbia University have been connected so closely to their

            hometown, New York. He concludes his introduction by making reference to Nathan Glazer,

            an author of a chapter in the same book, saying that since World War II both universities—NYU

            and Columbia, plus a third one located in the same urban area (City University of

            New York, CUNY)—have become more and more dependent on the fortunes of their host city. Why did he employ the term dependent instead of, for example, the word interdependent?

         


         This question is not irrelevant to the aim of this chapter, as it may cast some light

            on the role of the university towards its host city: does this role change according

            to the size of the hosting city? I think that the answer is a positive one, as the

            cases of New York and Chicago show. There is an invisible dividing line between the

            two categories of cities. On one hand, there are nation-capital cities, if not world-class

            megalopolises like New York, with one or more universities located within their boundaries.

            On the other hand, there are small and medium-to-large size cities like Chicago with

            one or more universities.128 In the first group, the location of high-level public and private institutions and

            enterprises of any kind is so intense that the influence of universities on the local

            urban environment is diluted to the point that they are not able to assume a leading

            role for the development of the host city. University institutions in this case are

            still important, but do not set the pace of development of the city, with perhaps

            some exception in some highly specialized sectors. Whilst in the second case, the

            influence of university institutions may be so strong as to determine the fortunes

            of the host city on economic, social, and political grounds if not, in a few cases,

            the rise and fall of the whole host urban area.

         


         Bender puts under the spotlight the fact that between universities and surrounding

            urban communities there has always been a strict liaison of mutual support. Within

            this fact, I argue that the international hierarchy of the host city matters more

            than the size of the university. In the case of a world-class city like New York,

            it may come as no surprise that NYU, Columbia University, and CUNY (or one may add

            any other possible university institution located there) had no choice but follow

            the city rather than pretend to lead its development.

         


         The relationship between the city of New York and its universities since World War

            II has been analyzed by Nathan Glazer.129 He states that the above-mentioned three universities will continue to do in the

            future what they have done in the past in terms of education, training, and research

            activities: “adapting to change rather than guiding it.”130 This is not a second-best option for universities in the case of a world city like

            New York, and it has nothing to do with the quality of teaching and research done

            by the above-mentioned institutions. It is simply a matter of scale. The city of New

            York has become far too large, complex, and important on the international scene to

            rely entirely on university institutions located there for its future.

         


         Apart from the unique case of New York, the relationships between universities and

            cities in the United States are usually seen as a powerful driver for development

            of local communities. The Obama Administration’s Strong Cities, Strong Communities

            (SC2) initiative has set a goal of increasing cooperation between universities and

            host cities. The National Resource Network, which is part of SC2 initiative, supports

            the Coalition of Urban Serving Universities (USU), which is an institution committed

            to improving urban universities’ engagement in increasing prosperity and opportunity

            in U.S. cities and in tackling key urban challenges. Membership of USU includes more

            than 35 public urban research universities representing all U.S. geographic regions.

            In the list of coalition partners there are, for example, New York University (NYU),

            the University of Southern California, and the University of Chicago.

         


         The National Resource Network (NRN) aims to deliver innovative solutions to U.S. cities

            to address their economic growth challenges. According to David Eichenthal,131 Executive Director of the National Resource Network, in a speech at a meeting of

            the Coalition of Urban Serving Universities (USU), universities may play at least

            four major roles in cities:

         


         

            	

               Economic drivers of the local economy, as universities are among the largest direct

                  employers of host cities, not to mention their indirect economic effects on the area;

               


            


            	

               Critical players in economic development in research to foster a city’s ability to

                  retain and grow jobs;

               


            


            	

               Institutional support for local government capacity;


            


            	

               Knowledge development as a source of policy and research expertise for local government

                  action.

               


            


         


         All these roles are played, to some degree, by all universities, regardless of their

            public or private nature, in all urban areas of the United States. However, it is

            likely that universities located in medium-sized cities, by U.S. standards, have better

            chances to play a prominent role as leaders of economic and social growth of their

            host cities. Urban universities need to be sustained by cities much as cities necessitate

            universities to have more chances to shield international competition by attracting

            new advanced enterprises and new talents. Personal trust is an essential component

            of cooperation initiatives.

         


         A good example of this mutual action based on personal trust is probably that of the

            University of New Orleans, which is described as “one of the region’s foremost public

            resources.”132 This university and the city of New Orleans often carry out co-marketing initiatives

            under the logo of NOLA, which stands for New Orleans and the State of Louisiana. The

            synergic action of the city and University of New Orleans with the State of Louisiana

            was certainly one of the keys of New Orleans recovery after Hurricane Katrina, which

            struck the city in 2005. Should city efforts to mend the hurricane damage have relied

            primarily on federal government support and funding, the city would still be on its

            knees.

         


         Striving for cooperation between cities and universities can also be found in the

            city of Montréal, Canada. While it is not the largest city in the country, Montréal

            is probably the city with the highest ratio of university students compared to the

            resident population. In this context, Concordia University plans to hold an international

            forum on the relationships between university institutions and university cities.

            This conference, named UniversCITÉS, is expected to occur in 2017, and it is one of

            several proposals that Concordia University submitted to Je vois Montréal, an initiative launched by the City of Montréal133 as a collaborative platform for citizens’ participation. Concordia University also

            proposed a special fund dedicated to the cultural integration of international students.

            Selected foreign students would receive credits that would be exchangeable for artistic

            activities in Montréal. Whenever an open method of government is experimented at local

            level, like in the case of Montréal, those who carry the responsibility of managing

            city or university affairs are bound to meet, cooperate in a stable institutional

            association, and work knee-to-knee for a common goal.

         


         

            
European Networks of University Cities and University Institutions

            


         


         In Europe the relationship between university and city has not yet yielded all its

            positive effects. As in North America with USU, in Europe several networks of universities

            place cooperation with cities among their core goals.

         


         For example, UNICA134 is a network of universities from the capitals of Europe, comprising 46 universities

            from 35 capital cities of Europe, combining over 150,000 staff and 1,800,000 students.

            In October 2015, the network celebrated its 25th anniversary in Brussels. In 2006, the network organized a student conference on University-City Citizenship. In 2010, UNICA created a platform (called UNI-Capital Platform) to enhance the dialogue between city and regional government officials with universities

            to tackle a variety of issues, including innovation, research and entrepreneurship,

            citizenship, mobility, internationalization, and sustainable development of cities.

         


         UNICA is a network of universities, and capital European cities are seen as a target

            of the network rather than mission partners. This is probably a shortcoming common

            to any other kind of just-university network, including for instance, the Coalition

            of Urban Serving Universities (USU) in the U.S. There may be the risk, both for UNICA

            and USU, that cities play a passive role. To mitigate this risk, other networks in

            Europe, as described below, ensure that membership is granted to both universities

            and host cities willing to identify mutual challenges and solutions.

         


         The European Union (EU) has investigated the best ways to ameliorate the linkage between

            universities and local public authorities with a special focus on how to integrate

            young people—not necessarily university students—into the life of local communities

            and in the development of cities. The integration of youth in society is a goal where

            the combined action of universities and host cities may prove to be very effective.

            Recently, the challenge of how to better link universities to regional growth has

            been the topic of a specific EU guide.135 The document presents, among other things, five case studies of relationships between

            universities and cities as examples of best practice. It is relevant that all case

            studies concern small or medium-sized cities: Karlstad in Sweden (fewer than 90,000

            inhabitants); Newcastle upon Tyne in England (about 280,000); Tarragona in Spain (fewer

            than 160,000); Krakow in Poland (about 760,000); Cornwall, a peripheral region of

            England (combined population of under 550,000, scattered across many villages and

            small towns).

         


         At the national level, there are associations of cities that regard themselves as

            university cities. This is the case, for example, of the Association des Villes Universitaires de France (AVUF), founded by the City of Rouen in 1993.136 At the European level, there are at present only two well-established networks of

            university cities and university institutions: EUniverCities Network (Delft, The Netherlands) and Unitown—University Town Network (Ferrara, Italy). A third network, named UniversCités, was announced in a conference promoted by the University of Geneva (Switzerland)

            at the end of 2015. This initiative137 seems, even in its title, very similar to that proposed by Concordia University in

            Montréal (Canada) for 2017. Let us examine the main features of the two existing European

            networks which comprise both university and city institutions, EUniverCities and Unitown.

         


         EUniverCities is a European network launched in 2012. The network aims to exchange and spread the

            knowledge, expertise, and experience about city-university cooperation across Europe.

            It is comprised of ten medium-sized cities and universities which have agreed to work

            together (in tandem according to the network definition) in order to give university cities more visibility

            within Europe.138 It seems to be focused on innovation and technology transfers between universities

            and cities, but it is open to a broad range of domains of city-university cooperation.

            The network seems to prefer a decentralized working method, rather than general conferences

            addressed to all members.

         


         It includes,139 as of the end of 2015, the following 26 members in 13 small and medium-sized cities

            in 12 European nations: City of Aalborg / Aalborg University, Denmark; City of Aveiro / University

            of Aveiro, Portugal; City of Delft / Delft University of Technology, The Netherlands;

            City of Ghent / Ghent University, Belgium; City of Lausanne / University of Lausanne,

            Switzerland; City of Linköping / Linköping University, Sweden; City of Lublin / Universities

            of Lublin, Poland; City of Magdeburg / Otto-von-Guericke University and University

            of Applied Sciences, Germany; City of Norrköping / Linköping University—Campus Norrköping,

            Sweden; City of Lecce / University of Lecce, Italy; City of Tampere / Tampere University

            of Technology, Finland; City of Trondheim / NTNU University of Science and Technology,

            Norway; City of Varna / Universities of Varna, Bulgaria.

         


         Unitown—University Town Network was, as of the end of 2015, the largest network in Europe of university cities and

            universities.140 It was first discussed as a project at the University of Ferrara in the 2012, then

            it was established as a legal nonprofit organization (NPO) in the form of an association

            of university cities and university institutions by two founding members: University

            of Ferrara (Unife), and City of Ferrara, in December 2013. The stated mission of this

            NPO is to devise and test good practices designed to ameliorate the complex relationships

            between high educational institutions, municipalities, and other local government

            bodies. As in the case of the EUniverCities Network, the core program of Unitown is focused on university-city cooperation. Consequently, admission is sought from

            both institutions (university and municipality) of the same city. The admission policy

            is more flexible than EUniverCities, and in any given place either the university or the city may apply and be admitted

            even if the other supposed tandem partner does not do the same. This flexibility is intended as an incentive to join

            the network for all potential partners, without having to wait until the other institution

            in the same city is ready to make the same move.

         


         The members, as of the end of 2015, are as follows: University of Ferrara, Italy;

            City of Ferrara, Italy; Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland; City of Turin, Italy;

            University of Minho, Braga / Guimarães, Portugal; City of Braga, Portugal; City of

            Guimarães (Portugal); University of Turku, Finland; University of Turin, Italy; Aristotle

            University of Thessaloniki, Greece; University of Economics, Katowice, Poland; Palacký

            University in Olomouc, Czech Republic; City of Trento, Italy; City of Siena (Italy);

            City of Urbino (Italy); ISIA-Istituto Superiore per le Industrie Artistiche, Urbino,

            Italy; University of Urbino, Italy; University of Siena (Italy); University of Perugia,

            Italy; University of Genova, Italy; University of Innsbruck, Austria; University of

            Pavia, Italy; University of Parma, Italy; University of Basilicata, Italy; City of

            Potenza, Italy; University of Bergamo, Italy; City of Bergamo, Italy; University of

            Camerino, Italy; Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu, Romania.

         


         The idea of setting up a network of cities and universities was first presented as

            a project at an international conference held in Ferrara (Italy) in October 2013,

            before the network was founded at the end of December 2013. That meeting was highlighted,

            among others, by a keynote speech by Roger Kemp, who presented some best practices

            of town and gown relations in the United States. It is worth noting that, here too,

            most of the best examples available in his book141 come from small and medium-sized cities, not from America’s largest megalopolises.

            The conference was attended by representatives of universities and municipalities

            from 12 European cities: Estonia (Tartu), Finland (Turku), Italy (Turin and Ferrara),

            Lithuania (Kaunas), Germany (Giessen and Regensburg), Greece (Thessaloniki), Poland

            (Katowice and Krakow), Portugal (Braga) and Slovenia (Koper).

         


         Over half of the potential partners, especially cities which attended the October

            conference in 2013, did not apply to join Unitown once the network came into existence. I refer to the cities of Turku, Kaunas, Thessaloniki,

            Katowice, and Krakow, plus both universities and cities of Tartu, Kaunas, Giessen,

            Regensburg, and Koper. This case shows that cities were somewhat reluctant to see

            the benefits of an association with universities. Yet, if Unitown is to design the best practices for cooperation between city and university, their

            presence is crucial. Despite the fact that the initial proposal of setting up the

            network received more rejections than positive responses from the conference participants,

            the association called Unitown—University Town Network was eventually established on 27 December 2013 by the two founding partners (Unife

            and City of Ferrara). The first six members were admitted at the end of February 2014

            (Jagiellonian University; City of Turin; University of Minho; University of Turku;

            University of Turin; Aristotle University of Thessaloniki).

         


         Since 2014, Unitown has engaged its members on a number of activities with a clear

            focus on city and university mutual interests.142 Selected topics go from plain vanilla issues, such as housing for students,143 local public transport, city life, and use of public spaces for entertainment activities,

            to more complex themes. For example, in 2014 an international student workshop was

            dedicated to the challenge of providing institutional representation in city hall

            councils to the university students who do not have residency status. As a result,

            in 2014 the City of Ferrara decided to establish a regular joint commission (including

            students) whose task was to review issues of interest for student life in the city,

            and come up with proposals for the City Council. Another initiative concerned the

            application of UNESCO’s Historical Urban Landscape principles in several European

            cities. A couple of international workshops in 2014 opened up a debate over whether

            to regenerate the urban zone where the 16th century headquarters of Unife are located in Ferrara, as these headquarters will

            be restored after the earthquake of 2012. The network presented a selection of best

            practices between university and city institutions in a book published in 2015.144 Other initiatives were designed and developed by Unitown members in their own city.

            For example, in 2015 the City of Potenza and the University of Basilicata promoted

            an international conference145 on the role of universities in building new cultural landscapes in Potenza, Matera,

            and in the region of Basilicata, in the south of Italy.

         


         While Unitown is so far the largest network for university and city cooperation in Europe, with

            its 29 members in 21 small and medium-sized cities in eight European nations, this

            NPO has a high representation of Italian universities and cities, about half of the

            total. In October 2015, Unitown signed an agreement with ANCI, the association of Italian municipalities, to establish

            common initiatives for city and university cooperation.146 These facts, if not balanced sooner or later by other projects and by increased affiliation

            with other European partners, may result in narrowing the focus of the network onto

            one single country. There may be the risk of losing the benefit of exchanges with

            peer institutions from other European counties. However, at the general assembly held

            in Pavia in 2015 the network confirmed its European focus.

         


         

            
Challenges of University Cities in the Global Competition Between Nations and Urban

               Areas

            


         


         First of all, what is a university city? A straightforward answer is a city whose economic and social driver is the university

            with all its direct and indirect activities. But the role of universities in the local

            economy is just one component of a more balanced answer. In fact, the role of universities

            as economic drivers of cities has been perhaps overemphasized. Instead, universities

            should be seen as strategic resources for their local communities, as well as for

            their regions and nations, and not just as cash cows for their economic spillover

            effects on local suppliers and labor markets. It has already been argued by Paolo

            Ceccarelli that universities may be seen as business enterprises, but their roles

            go a long way further than that.147 Universities, he argues, are strategic resources which need to be utilized within

            urban contexts to avoid the negative effects of relocations outside the urban core,

            a move which often gives way to unexpected negative consequences for the city, as

            in the case of the relocation of UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México) from the center of Mexico City to external locations.

         


         High-level education and research institutions like universities, whether public or

            private, do have a key role as landowners and / or real estate developers. This is

            true in many European cities like, for example, Oxford and Cambridge (UK), Freiburg

            im Breisgau (Germany), Innsbruck (Austria), Rouen (France), Delft (The Netherlands),

            Leuven (Belgium), Turku (Finland), Krakow (Poland), Salamanca (Spain), Guimarães (Portugal),

            and Thessaloniki (Greece).

         


         In Italy, where the university as an institution was introduced in medieval times

            for the first time ever in history, as mentioned earlier in this chapter, there are

            many well-known cities that historically depend on their university (for example:

            Ferrara, Padova, Pisa, Siena, Perugia, Urbino, Naples). In addition, there are several

            cities, especially in the south of Italy, where the establishment of brand-new universities

            in the last 50 years through national investment projects has had a major positive

            impact on the image of those cities as well as on their economic base.148 This is the case, for example, for the Italian cities of Pescara, Salerno, Cosenza,

            Reggio Calabria, and Potenza. University institutions may play a leading role as real

            estate owners and developers even in large cities or metropolises, where their role

            is important but not the major driver of local growth, as in the case, for example,

            of New York149 or other large cities in the U.S. and Europe.150


         Cities can benefit from locally-based universities not only on economic grounds, such

            as spin-off, patenting, technology transfer and the like, but also in terms of cultural

            development, as stated, among others, by the former head of CRUI (Italian university

            rectors association), Stefano Paleari.151 The contribution of universities to a creative city may have a long-term positive

            effect on the global attractiveness of the host city because, among other things,

            it can be very effective in revamping the city image as a good place for young people.

         


         However, the young section of the population (say between 18 and 35 years of age)

            is very mobile in all countries. The youth can flock to a city allegedly open to university

            students, but they can also move out of that same city at high speed if behind the

            urban marketing messages, launched by the media experts of the local government institutions

            and the university, there is not the expected urban product—a true university city.

            For example, enrollment numbers at the University of Innsbruck (Austria) decreased

            by about six thousands as a consequence of the introduction of a modest tuition fee

            implemented by the national government in October 2001.152 Eventually, the university managed to regain the previous student population level

            and even to continue its growth path, but it took a lot of joint efforts between the

            City and the University to make Innsbruck a university city, as Tilman Märk, rector

            of that university, maintained in 2015.153


         There is a growing literature on the relationship between universities and host cities

            as a key factor of ongoing global competition.154 I do not want to add here a single word to the fairytale of so-called smart cities, a very ambiguous concept, often referenced in many contradictory ways to justify

            vague urban policies dealing with unspecified advanced technologies. It seems to me more interesting to note that most urban planning researchers agree

            that a major competitive advantage between cities and territories is the availability

            of a young and trained population, who are more apt than others to embrace change.

            And cities need constant change to retain their character and live on; otherwise,

            cities are ready for the sunset boulevard. Under this respect, the issue of competition

            between nations and urban areas can be unpacked into a number of individual problems,

            the most relevant of which deal with the ability of a given area to attract the youth

            as well as public and private enterprises, investments, institutions, and large-scale

            events (most of the latter ones, by the way, need the presence of a resident young

            population to be successful).

         


         The European Union (EU) has made many efforts to reinforce cohesion and spread the

            ideal of a comprehensive European Community since the early 1990s. For example, a

            report in 1990 entitled Green Paper on the Urban Environment emphasized the role of mixed-use areas in building urban environments without barriers

            between bedroom communities and high-street neighborhoods. The EU has been constantly emphasizing the positive

            role of spatial strategic planning to set the right frame in which various kinds of

            developments projects could produce the expected positive results for local communities.

            More recently, the EU has launched a strategy to address the fact that “Europe’s future

            depends on its youth. Yet, life chances of many young people are blighted.” The quote

            comes from the conclusion of the Commission Communication on the Renewed Social Agenda of 2008. A specific policy process for youth was developed with the 2001 White Paper around three main areas of intervention:
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