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The Mediterranean: Its Storied Cities and Venerable Ruins is a captivating anthology that navigates the historic and cultural richness of the Mediterranean region. By weaving narratives that span various literary styles'Äîranging from descriptive essays to captivating narratives'Äîthe collection illuminates the diverse landscapes and ancient histories that have shaped this iconic region. The works collectively explore themes of time, cultural exchange, and the enduring legacy of civilizations, offering a multifaceted view that transcends mere geographical descriptions to capture the essence of Mediterranean life. Especially noteworthy are the vivid portrayals of bustling cities and iconic ruins that evoke a deep sense of history and nostalgia. The contributing authors, including luminaries like Grant Allen and Arthur Griffiths, bring a wealth of knowledge and perspective, each drawing upon their extensive backgrounds to enrich the anthology's central themes. Their works collectively align with the historical and cultural movements that define the Mediterranean's enduring influence on literature and history. These varied voices, infused with distinct narrative styles and insights, deepen the reader's appreciation of the region'Äôs timeless allure and transformative impact on global culture. This anthology is a treasure trove for readers eager to embark on an intellectual journey through the Mediterranean's storied past and present. Offering a rich tapestry of perspectives, it invites exploration and reflection on the myriad influences and stories that converge in this captivating region. The anthology serves both as an educational resource and a dialogue between the past and present, encouraging readers to engage with its vivid portrayals and gain insights into the profound heritage that continues to shape the Mediterranean's globally resonant narrative.
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In "Rocks and Their Origins," Grenville A. J. Cole presents a comprehensive exploration of petrology, delving into the intricacies of rock formation, classification, and the geological processes that shape the Earth's crust. The book deftly marries scientific rigor with engaging prose, making complex geological concepts accessible to both students and enthusiasts. Employing vivid illustrations and diagrams alongside clear explanations, Cole weaves a narrative that situates rock study within the broader context of Earth sciences, highlighting the implications of geological formations on environmental and human systems. Grenville A. J. Cole is an esteemed geologist and educator whose passion for Earth sciences is evident in his meticulous scholarship. With decades of research and fieldwork experience, Cole has cultivated a particular interest in the interplay between geological phenomena and environmental changes. His academic pursuits and firsthand explorations have culminated in this insightful work, which reflects both his deep expertise and an earnest desire to foster a greater appreciation for the natural world. "Rocks and Their Origins" is an essential read for geology students, educators, and anyone intrigued by the Earth's materials. Cole's insightful analysis and clarity make it a valuable addition to scientific literature, stimulating curiosity and encouraging a deeper understanding of the planet'Äôs geological narrative. This book promises not only to inform but also to inspire a profound respect for the environment and its origins.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    At its heart, this book shows how careful attention to observable processes transformed a scattered curiosity into a coherent science of Earth. Charles Lyell and Modern Geology by T. G. Bonney is a work of nonfiction that blends biography with the history of science, focusing on the emergence of geology as a modern discipline. Written by the British geologist Thomas George Bonney and first published in the late nineteenth century, it situates Lyell in the intellectual climate of Victorian Britain and on the field sites that shaped his thought, from coastlines to quarries, where time and process could be read in rock.

The premise is straightforward yet rich: Bonney recounts Lyell’s life and scientific program while explaining how his methods reframed questions about Earth’s past. Readers can expect a clear, measured voice, attentive to evidence and context, and a narrative that guides them from foundational observations to their broader implications. Without dramatization, the book offers the experience of watching a discipline crystallize—how fieldwork, debate, and publication converge into a new standard of reasoning. The mood is reflective and analytical, inviting readers to follow the logic of arguments rather than rely on anecdote or authority.

A central theme is the methodological shift often summarized as the use of present-day causes to interpret ancient effects. Bonney sets out the contrast that long animated geological debate—slow, cumulative change versus sudden, sweeping events—while emphasizing how modern geology integrates multiple tempos of transformation. He highlights the intellectual discipline required to disentangle process from appearance, showing why consistency in method matters as much as boldness of idea. The book’s attention to clear reasoning, careful observation, and the interpretation of strata underscores how conceptual tools, not just new facts, revolutionized understanding of Earth’s history.

Bonney’s treatment places Lyell within the institutional and social fabric of nineteenth-century science, where societies, surveys, and correspondence shaped the circulation of ideas. The setting is unmistakably Victorian: an era of expanding maps, refined stratigraphy, and disciplined field observation. Publication norms, professional networks, and a growing audience for scientific writing all inform the portrait. By presenting Lyell against this backdrop, the book shows how modern geology did not emerge in isolation, but through ongoing dialogue among practitioners who tested claims with specimens, sections, and the accumulating archive of landscapes.

Readers encounter themes that remain resonant today: the scale of geological time, the ethics of inference from incomplete records, and the balance between bold hypothesis and sober constraint. Bonney’s account underscores how standards of evidence evolve and why they matter beyond geology, shaping public reasoning about nature and change. The book invites reflection on how scientific frameworks persist, adapt, or yield under fresh observations, encouraging a critical yet patient approach to claims about Earth’s dynamics. Its intellectual appeal lies in tracing not just conclusions, but the disciplined practices that make those conclusions compelling.

As a practicing geologist, Bonney writes with technical assurance tempered by an accessible style. He explains principles without sacrificing rigor, introduces key terms where needed, and keeps the argument tethered to observable phenomena. The portrait of Lyell is therefore both personal and method-centered: a life narrated through work, and work illuminated by its historical moment. Without digressions into speculation, the book sustains a balanced tone, acknowledging predecessors and contemporaries while clarifying what was genuinely new. It suits readers seeking a trustworthy guide to how a major scientific perspective took shape and why it endured.

Charles Lyell and Modern Geology serves as an entry point for anyone curious about how a field organizes evidence into explanation and builds lasting concepts from local observations. It offers a disciplined, historically grounded reading experience, showing how a particular way of looking at coastlines, sediments, and landforms became a general framework for Earth history. Bonney’s study remains relevant for its lucid account of method and its reminder that intellectual revolutions often arrive through cumulative, careful work. It invites readers to engage both with Lyell’s legacy and with the ongoing craft of reasoning about a very old planet.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    Bonney’s Charles Lyell and Modern Geology presents a concise life of Sir Charles Lyell set against the transformation of geology in the nineteenth century. Opening with the state of the science before Lyell, the book sketches the dominance of catastrophist interpretations and scriptural chronologies, then indicates how new field observations were unsettling those views. Bonney outlines his purpose: to trace Lyell’s formation, travels, and publications, and to show how his method shaped the discipline without entering polemics. He situates Lyell among predecessors and contemporaries such as Hutton, Playfair, Scrope, Buckland, Sedgwick, and Cuvier, establishing the intellectual context into which Principles of Geology would appear.

Lyell’s early life is sketched briefly yet clearly. Born in 1797 at Kinnordy in Forfarshire, he spent much of his youth in southern England, developing a taste for natural history. Educated at Oxford, he attended William Buckland’s lectures, which directed his interests toward geology while he was nominally preparing for the law. Bonney recounts Lyell’s early field excursions in the south of England, his first papers to learned societies, and his initial contacts with leading geologists. The narrative shows how legal training, habits of careful argument, and a growing network positioned Lyell to attempt a synthetic work that would organize dispersed observations into a coherent framework.

In Bonney’s account the decisive preparation for Principles of Geology is Lyell’s intensive fieldwork at home and abroad. Visits to the Paris Basin and the volcanic districts of Auvergne, together with studies in the Weald and on the Sussex coast, sharpened his interest in gradual denudation and changes of sea level. The journey to Sicily and southern Italy in 1828–1829 furnished striking examples at Etna and in the surrounding strata. Returning to England, Lyell resolved to publish his views progressively, issuing the first volume in 1830 and subsequent volumes in 1832 and 1833. Bonney notes the strategy, reception, and the expanding circle of correspondents.

The core of the book is a clear exposition of Lyell’s method. Bonney summarizes uniformitarian reasoning: known causes, measured in the present, suffice to explain geological structures when allowed adequate time. Erosion, sedimentation, subsidence, elevation, earthquakes, and volcanism are treated as continuous agents rather than exceptional convulsions. Lyell’s arguments are presented from his own examples, emphasizing careful induction over speculation. The narrative also registers the implications for time scale, which displaced short chronologies without engaging theology. Bonney outlines the main controversies the Principles provoked, showing how Lyell answered critics by accumulating case studies and insisting on the autonomy of geological evidence.

Lyell’s specific contributions to stratigraphy and paleontology receive focused treatment. Bonney explains his classification of the Tertiary into Eocene, Miocene, and Pliocene based on the proportion of living species among fossil mollusks, drawn from the Paris Basin, the Subapennine formations, and Sicily. This quantitative approach offered a practical scheme for correlation. Lyell’s later textbooks, Elements of Geology and the Manual of Elementary Geology, disseminated these methods to students and field workers. The chapters on volcanoes, deltas, and earthquake phenomena illustrate how his case studies, notably Etna and the Temple of Serapis at Pozzuoli, grounded broader conclusions about gradual crustal change.

On glacial phenomena Bonney traces Lyell’s changing views with care. Initially inclined to marine or iceberg transport to explain erratics and drift, Lyell debated Louis Agassiz and others who advocated an extensive land ice cover in the recent past. Continued examination of polished rock surfaces, striae, and moraines in Britain and the Alps led him to incorporate a larger role for glaciation, while still emphasizing stepwise, local processes. The account highlights the evidential basis of this shift rather than controversy, using it to illustrate Lyell’s willingness to modify hypotheses as facts accumulated. Related discussions of raised beaches and terraces accompany this theme.

Lyell’s American journeys occupy a distinct section. Bonney summarizes the tours of 1841–1842 and 1845–1846, during which Lyell examined the Niagara Gorge, the Mississippi delta, and Atlantic coastal formations, and met many American naturalists. Observations on river erosion rates, delta growth, and recent fossil assemblages extended his uniformitarian approach to a new continent. The travel narratives he published are treated as scientific reports as much as social commentary. Bonney notes how these excursions broadened correspondence, refined datasets for later editions, and helped to standardize terminology across national communities without overstating their novelty or minimizing the contributions of American geologists.

The relationship to evolutionary debates is presented through Lyell’s writings and correspondence. Bonney records Lyell’s early opposition to transmutation of species, his preference for steady environmental change and migration, and his later reassessment after 1859. Principles had influenced Charles Darwin during the Beagle voyage by framing deep time and present causes; afterward, Lyell urged fair consideration of natural selection while expressing reservations. Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man assembled stratigraphic and archaeological data for the great age of humanity and recent faunal changes. Professional honors, public lectures, and service in learned societies are noted as parts of his mature career.

Bonney closes with an appraisal of Lyell’s place in modern geology as a consolidator of method and exposition. The portrait emphasizes habits of precise observation, careful argument, and measured language that helped secure geology’s independence from speculative cosmogony and brief chronologies. Without dwelling on criticism, the narrative acknowledges the limits of Lyell’s caution on biological evolution while underlining the enduring value of uniformitarian analysis for interpreting earth history. The book’s central message is that Lyell’s writings, travels, and teaching transformed scattered facts into a disciplined, historical science, and that this transformation shaped practice, terminology, and standards well beyond his lifetime.
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    T. G. Bonney’s Charles Lyell and Modern Geology emerges from late Victorian Britain, when science had become a public institution and geology a mature discipline. Written in the 1890s, the book looks back to the early and mid-nineteenth century, situating Lyell (1797–1875) within a British and transatlantic world shaped by universities, learned societies, field clubs, and imperial networks. London—home to the Geological Society (founded 1807) and major publishers—served as the intellectual center, while Oxford and Cambridge trained many clergy–naturalists who dominated early geology. Bonney, an English geologist and former UCL professor, interprets Lyell’s career against this urban, institutional, and increasingly professional scientific landscape.

The rise of uniformitarianism constitutes the pivotal scientific event framing Lyell’s achievement. Between 1830 and 1833, he published the three volumes of Principles of Geology, arguing that present-day processes—erosion, sedimentation, volcanic activity—acting over immense spans of time, explain Earth’s history. This stance challenged catastrophism, associated with Georges Cuvier’s 1812 Essays on the Theory of the Earth, which invoked sudden, global convulsions. Lyell drew on fieldwork in Sicily, the Auvergne, and southern England, and on earlier insights from James Hutton (Theory of the Earth, 1795). Bonney’s book closely traces this intellectual shift, presenting Lyell’s arguments, case studies, and editions as the foundation of “modern” geological reasoning.

The Darwinian revolution of 1859 reconfigured the relationship between geology and biology. Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859) presupposed deep time and relied on Lyellian gradualism. Lyell, initially cautious about transmutation, publicly accommodated evolution in Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man (1863), which accepted human antiquity and referenced archaeological finds. The ferocity of early reactions—symbolized by the 1860 Oxford debate at the British Association—exposed tensions among clergy–naturalists and professional scientists. Bonney situates Lyell as both catalyst and mediator: a Whiggish liberal who stabilized the scientific case for deep time, thereby providing Darwin’s argument with the temporal framework it required.

Industrialization and state-supported mapping transformed British geology. The Geological Survey of Great Britain, founded in 1835 under Henry De la Beche, systematized national stratigraphy and produced practical maps for mining, canals, and the rapidly expanding railways of the 1830s–1840s. Railway cuttings exposed new sections through the Chalk, Oolite, and Coal Measures, enriching collections at the British Museum and regional museums. This infrastructure–science symbiosis professionalized field methods and data standards. Bonney underscores how Lyell’s emphasis on observable processes and extensive field observation harmonized with the Survey’s empirical ethos, linking modern geology to the economic and engineering imperatives of Victorian Britain.

The glacial theory and the discovery of human antiquity reshaped mid-nineteenth-century knowledge. Louis Agassiz proposed a great Ice Age in 1837; in 1840 he toured the Scottish Highlands with William Buckland, convincing many of glacial action via moraines and striae. Lyell, once skeptical, gradually accepted glaciation’s major role. Meanwhile, archaeological confirmation of deep human prehistory arrived when Joseph Prestwich and John Evans verified Jacques Boucher de Perthes’s flint handaxes at Saint-Acheul in 1859; British cave excavations at Brixham (1858) yielded Pleistocene fauna with artifacts. Lyell synthesized these strands in Antiquity of Man (1863). Bonney presents this convergence—ice sheets, Quaternary stratigraphy, and Palaeolithic archaeology—as central to the “modern” geological worldview.

Lyell’s transatlantic journeys diffused geological method and supplied iconic arguments for deep time. During visits in 1841–1842 and the mid-1840s, he studied Niagara Falls, estimating recession rates of the Horseshoe Falls to infer thousands of years for gorge excavation—an emblem of uniformitarian reasoning. He interacted with American savants such as Benjamin Silliman at Yale and Asa Gray at Harvard, reported on coal basins and coastal changes, and published Travels in North America (1845) and A Second Visit to the United States (1849). Bonney uses these episodes to show how Lyell’s cosmopolitan network and quantitative measurements buttressed geological timescales and engaged wider social questions, including observations on slavery in the antebellum South.

Institutional consolidation and classification controversies marked the era. Lyell served as President of the Geological Society of London (1835–1837), delivering reformist addresses that promoted rigorous stratigraphic standards. The rival schemes of Adam Sedgwick (Cambrian) and Roderick Murchison (Silurian) in the 1830s–1840s exposed difficulties in correlating lower Paleozoic strata; Charles Lapworth’s Ordovician (1879) eventually reconciled the overlap. State recognition followed scientific authority: Lyell was knighted in 1848 and created a baronet in 1864. Bonney treats these developments as evidence of professionalization—debates resolved by method, not hierarchy—and situates Lyell’s patient, comparative approach as a model for how nineteenth-century geology achieved durable taxonomies.

By highlighting empiricism, long timescales, and international evidence, the book implicitly critiques scriptural literalism, intellectual gatekeeping, and politicized appeals to catastrophe. Bonney’s portrait of Lyell exposes how authority shifted from clerical and aristocratic patrons to merit-based institutions, revealing Victorian class barriers while celebrating wider access to knowledge through societies and surveys. The treatment of slavery in Lyell’s American travelogues and the sober discussion of human antiquity challenge inherited social and racial hierarchies. In recasting Earth’s past as cumulative and law-governed, the work also rebukes sensationalism in public discourse, advocating gradual reform—scientific and civic—over reaction and dogma.
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The life of Charles Lyell[1] is singularly free from "moving accidents by flood and field." Though he travelled much, he never, so far as can be ascertained, was in danger of life or limb, of brigand or beast. At home his career was not hampered by serious difficulties or blocked by formidable obstacles; not a few circumstances were distinctly favourable to success. Thus his biography cannot offer the reader either the excitement of adventure, or the interest of an unwearied struggle with adverse conditions. But for all that, as it seems to me, it can teach a lesson of no little value. Lyell, while still a young man, determined that he would endeavour to put geology—then only beginning to rank as a science—on a more sound and philosophical basis. To accomplish this purpose, he spared no labour, grudged no expenditure, shrank from no fatigue.[2q] For years he was training himself by observation and travel; he was studiously aiming at precision of thought and expression, till "The Principles of Geology" had been completed and published. But even then, though he might have counted his work done, he spared no pains to make it better, and went on at the task of improvement till the close of his long life.

My chief aim, in writing this little volume, has been to bring out this lesson as strongly and as clearly as possible. I have striven to show how Charles Lyell studied, how he worked, how he accumulated observations, how each journey had its definite purposes. Accordingly, I have often given his words in preference to any phrases of my own, and have quoted freely from his letters, diaries, and books, because I wished to show exactly how things presented themselves to his eyes, and how ideas were maturing in his mind. Regarded in this light, Lyell's life becomes an apologue, setting forth the beneficial results of concentrating the whole energy on one definite object,[1q] and the moral grandeur of a calm, judicial, truth-seeking spirit.

In writing the following pages I have, of course, mainly drawn upon the "Life, Letters, and Journals," edited by Mrs. Lyell; but I have also made use of his books, especially the "Principles of Geology," and the two tours in North America. I am under occasional obligations to the excellent life, contributed by Professor G. A. J. Cole to the "Dictionary of National Biography," and have to thank my friend Professor J. W. Judd for some important details which he had learnt through his intimacy with the veteran geologist. He also kindly lent the engraving (executed in America from a daguerreotype[5]) which has been copied for the frontispiece of this volume.

T. G. BONNEY.
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Caledonia, stern and wild, may be called "meet nurse" of geologists as well as of poets. Among the most remarkable of the former is Charles Lyell, who was born in Forfarshire on November 14th, 1797, at Kinnordy, the family mansion. His father, who also bore the name of Charles,[1] was both a lover of natural history and a man of high culture. He took an interest at one time in entomology[2], but abandoned this for botany, devoting himself more especially to the study of the cryptogams. Of these he discovered several new species, besides some other plants previously unknown in the British flora, and he contributed the article on Lichens to Smith's "English Botany." More than one species was named after him, as well as a genus of mosses, Lyellia, which is chiefly found in the Himalayas. Later in his life, science, on the whole, was supplanted by literature, and he became engrossed in the study of the works of Dante, of some of whose poems[2] he published translations and notes. Thus the geologist and author is an instance of "hereditary genius."

Charles was the eldest of a family of ten—three sons and seven daughters, all of whom grew up. Their mother was English, the daughter of Thomas Smith, of Maker Hall in Yorkshire, "a woman of strong sense and tender anxiety for her children's welfare." "The front of heaven," as Lyell has written in a fragment of autobiography, was not "full of fiery shapes at his nativity," but the season was so exceptionally warm that his mother's bedroom-window was kept open all the night—an appropriate birth-omen for the geologist, who had a firmer faith than some of his successors in the value of work in the open air. He has put on record only two characteristics of his infancy, and as these can hardly be personal recollections, we may assume them to have been sufficiently marked to impress others. One if not both was wholly physical. He was very late in cutting his teeth, not a single one having appeared in the first twelvemonth, and the hardness of his infant gums caused an old wife to prognosticate that he would be edentulous. Also, his lungs were so vigorous and so habitually exercised that he was pronounced "the loudest and most indefatigable squaller of all the brats of Angus."

The geologist who so emphatically affirmed the necessity of travel, early became an unconscious practiser of his own precept. When he was three months old his parents went from Kinnordy to Inveraray, whence they journeyed to the south of England, as far as Ilfracombe. From this place they removed to Weymouth and thence to Southampton. More than a year must have been thus spent, for their second child—also a son—was born at the last-named town. Mr. Lyell, the father, now took a lease of Bartley Lodge, on the New Forest—some half-dozen miles west of Southampton, where the family lived for twenty-eight years. His mother and sisters also left Kinnordy, and rented a house in Southampton. Their frequent excursions to Bartley Lodge, as Lyell observes, were always welcome to the children, for they never came empty-handed.

Kinnordy, however, was visited from time to time in the summer, and on one of these occasions, when Charles was in his fifth year, some of the family had a narrow escape. They were about a stage and a half from Edinburgh; the parents and the two boys in one carriage; two nursemaids, the cook, and the two youngest children, sisters, in a chaise behind. The horses of this took fright on a narrow part of the road and upset the carriage over a very steep slope. Fortunately all escaped unhurt, except one of the maids, whose arm was cut by the splintered glass. The parents ran to the rescue. "Meanwhile, Tom and I were left in the carriage. We thought it fine pastime, and I am accused of having prompted Tom to assist in plundering the pockets of the carriage of all the buns and other eatables, which we demolished with great speed for fear of interruption."[3] This adventure, however, was not quite his earliest reminiscence; for that was learning the alphabet when he was about three years old.

Charles was kept at home till he had nearly completed his eighth year, when he was sent with his brother Tom to a boarding-school at Ringwood. The master was the Rev. R. S. Davies; the lads were some fifty in number, the Lyells being about the youngest. They seem, however, not to have been ill-treated, though their companions were rather a rough lot, and they were petted by the schoolmaster's daughter. The most sensational incident of his stay at Ringwood was a miniature "town and gown" row, a set fight between the lads of the place and of the school, from which, however, the Lyells were excluded as too young to share in the joys and the perils of war. But the fray was brought to a rather premature conclusion by the joint intervention of foreign powers—the masters of the school and the tradesmen of the town. In those days smuggling was rife on the south coast, and acting the part of revenue officers and contrabandists was a favourite school game; doubtless the more popular because it afforded a legitimate pretext for something like a fight. The fear of a French invasion also kept this part of England on the qui vive, and Lyell well remembered the excitement caused by a false alarm that the enemy had landed. He further recollected the mingled joy and sorrow which were caused by the victory of Trafalgar[3] and the death of Nelson.
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