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Game of Thrones (season 5)





The fifth season of the fantasy[image: External link] drama television series Game of Thrones premiered on HBO on April 12, and concluded on June 14, 2015.[1] It was broadcast on Sunday at 9:00 pm in the United States, consisting of 10 episodes, each running approximately 50–60 minutes. The season primarily adapts material from A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons, the fourth and fifth novels in George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, though it also uses elements from the third novel, A Storm of Swords, as well as the upcoming sixth novel The Winds of Winter.[2][3][4] It also contains original content not found in Martin's novels.[5] The series is adapted for television by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss.

HBO ordered the fifth season on April 8, 2014, together with the sixth season, which began filming in July 2014.[6] The season was filmed primarily in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Croatia and Spain.

Game of Thrones features a large ensemble cast, including Peter Dinklage, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke and Kit Harington. The season introduced a number of new cast members, including Jonathan Pryce and Alexander Siddig[image: External link].

Critics praised the show's production values and cast, with specific accolades for Dinklage's portrayal of Tyrion Lannister. Viewership yet again rose compared to the previous season. This season set a Guinness World Records for winning the highest number of Emmy Awards for a series in a single season and year, winning 12 out of 24 nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series.[7][8]
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 Plot




In Meereen, the Sons of the Harpy have started to revolt against Daenerys Targaryen's regime. To regain peace and control, Daenerys complies with the request of re-opening the fighting pits while taking Hizdahr zo Loraq as her husband.

Tyrion Lannister and Varys arrive in Pentos and they begin their journey to Meereen. They pass through Volantis, where Tyrion is abducted by Jorah Mormont, who takes him to Meereen as a way to redeem himself to Daenerys but she takes Tyrion as her advisor. The Sons of the Harpy mount an attack on Daenerys, Drogon reappears and Daenerys flies away on his back, landing in the Dothraki sea.

At the Wall, newly elected Lord Commander of the Night's Watch, Jon Snow forms an alliance with the Wildlings. They begin evacuating Wildlings at Hardhome, when the settlement comes under attack from White Walkers and their wight armies. Samwell Tarly and Gilly leave for Oldtown and Maester Aemon passes away, the majority of the Night's Watch become disillusioned with Jon's leadership and see him as a traitor. They lure Jon into a trap and stab him, leaving him to die.

Littlefinger puts Robin Arryn in the care of House Royce and leaves for Winterfell with Sansa Stark. In Winterfell, Sansa marries Ramsay Bolton to form an alliance between the Vale and the Boltons. Ramsay subjects Sansa to physical and psychological abuse. Reek reveals to Sansa that he did not kill Bran and Rickon, the two escape together.

At his camp in the North, Stannis acquiesces to Melisandre's demands to burn Shireen alive as a sacrifice to the Lord of Light. This leads to Selyse committing suicide and half of Stannis's forces deserting with all of the horses. Melisandre flees for Castle Black. The remaining Baratheon forces march on Winterfell, but are defeated by the Boltons. After the battle, a wounded Stannis is killed by Brienne of Tarth.

In King's Landing, Lancel Lannister becomes a member of the "Sparrows". Following the wedding of Margaery Tyrell and Tommen Baratheon, Cersei Lannister authorizes the revival of the Faith Militant, the military wing of the Faith of the Seven. The Sparrows begin imposing their puritanical views upon King's Landing by ridding it of all "sins". They proceed to imprison Loras Tyrell, as well as Margaery and Cersei herself for committing various sins.

In Dorne, the Sand Snakes, the bastard daughters of Oberyn Martell, along with Ellaria Sand, seek vengeance for his death. After a message arrives in King's Landing from Dorne, Jaime Lannister and Bronn travel to Dorne to rescue Myrcella Baratheon. Oberyn's brother, Doran Martell, discovers that Ellaria had sent the message and allows Jaime and Myrcella to leave for King's Landing, provided Myrcella's betrothed Trystane Martell goes with them. En route to King's Landing, Myrcella dies, having been poisoned by Ellaria.

Arya Stark arrives in Braavos and begins training with the Faceless Men, guided by Jaqen H'ghar and the Waif. However, after Meryn Trant's arrival in Braavos, Arya steals a face from the House of Black and White and kills him. Upon her return to the temple, Arya is struck blind.
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 Episodes






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	41
	1
	"The Wars to Come"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 12, 2015
	8.00[9]



	In a flashback, a witch tells a teenage Cersei that someone younger and more beautiful than herself will one day steal her accomplishments. In the present, Tywin is buried and Lancel returns, now a devoutly religious man and a member of the "Sparrows". In Pentos, a despondent Tyrion agrees to accompany Varys to Meereen to support Targaryen's claim on the Iron Throne. In Meereen, the insurgent "Sons of the Harpy" murder an Unsullied, forcing Daenerys to launch more restrictive measures without respecting the old traditions. Missandei gets suspicious when she realizes that the Unsullied visit brothels. Daenerys's locked-away dragons attack her when she checks on them. In the Vale, Baelish puts Arryn in the care of House Royce and leaves with Sansa. At the Wall, Stannis seeks to enlist the Wildlings in his war against Roose. Snow is unable to convince Rayder to accept Stannis's authority. The latter has Mance burned alive, though Snow shoots him with an arrow to kill him quickly.



	42
	2
	"The House of Black and White"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 19, 2015
	6.81[10]



	Arya arrives in Braavos and is accepted into the "House of Black and White" by H'ghar, who calls himself and his colleagues "no one". Jaime tells Cersei he is going to Dorne to sneak out Myrcella, who is promised to Prince Doran's son, and recruits Bronn to assist him; Podrick recognises Baelish and Sansa in a tavern; Brienne offers Sansa her protection, but is rebuffed. Baelish demands her to stay with them, but she refuses and escapes with Podrick. However, she decides to follow Sansa secretly. Stannis offers Snow legitimacy and lordship of Winterfell if he leaves the Night's Watch to help him, but Snow declines; Tarly nominates him as a candidate for Lord Commander, and he is elected by the casting vote of Aemon. Daenerys faces a riot after she decides to execute a former slave who murdered a captured member of the Sons of the Harpy before he could be tried. Drogon reappears to her, but leaves again.



	43
	3
	"High Sparrow"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 26, 2015
	6.71[11]



	Margaery, newly wed to Tommen, manipulates him into planning to send Cersei to Casterly Rock. Baelish conducts Sansa to Winterfell to cement an alliance with Roose through her marriage to Ramsay, behind the Lannisters' back. Brienne decides to train Podrick. To adapt in the House of Black and White, Arya throws all her personal effects into the river except for Needle, which she hides in a pile of rocks. At Castle Black, Snow names Thorne First Ranger, but Slynt refuses to follow Snow's orders that he leave to rebuild the Greygard ruin. Snow executes Slynt himself. Lancel finds the High Septon in a compromising situation in a brothel, punishing him by forcing him to walk the streets completely nude. The High Septon complains to Cersei, who imprisons him instead. She meets the High Sparrow, approving the Sparrows' actions. Tyrion and Varys arrive in Volantis and visit a brothel, where the former is abducted by Mormont, intending to take him "to the queen".



	44
	4
	"Sons of the Harpy"
	Mark Mylod
	Dave Hill
	May 3, 2015
	6.82[12]



	Cersei provides weapons for the Sparrows, who arrest Loras. Margaery is enraged, but Tommen proves too weak to arrange his release. Melisandre tries to seduce Snow in an attempt to convince him to go to Winterfell with Stannis. In Winterfell, Baelish prepares to return to King's Landing. Before leaving, he tries to dispel Sansa's misgivings towards Ramsay, telling her that even if Stannis does not defeat the Boltons and rescue her, she can easily manipulate Ramsay. Bronn and Jaime land secretly in Dorne; they encounter and kill four horsemen. The Sand Snakes learn from a sea captain that Jaime has come to Dorne for Myrcella; Ellaria[image: External link] convinces the Sand Snakes to plan to avenge the death of Oberyn[image: External link] by abducting Myrcella before Jaime can intervene. Mormont plans to redeem himself to Daenerys by giving Tyrion to her as a prisoner. In Meereen, Loraq makes another appeal to her to reopen the fighting pits; the Sons of the Harpy ambush an Unsullied patrol inside the citadel; Grey Worm is critically wounded and Selmy is killed.



	45
	5
	"Kill the Boy"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 10, 2015
	6.56[13]



	Brienne and Podrick arrive at an inn near Winterfell and send a message to Sansa, stating that they will help her if she needs it. Sansa finds out about Theon's presence. Ramsay forces him to apologize to her for his actions. At the Wall, Giantsbane accepts an alliance with the Night's Watch that will allow the Wildlings to settle south of the Wall. Snow agrees to accompany him to meet the Wildlings in Hardhome. Stannis's army leaves for Winterfell, taking Selyse and Shireen with them. In Meereen, Grey Worm recuperates, developing a romantic relationship with Missandei. Daenerys feeds a Meereenese nobleman to dragons Viserion and Rhaegal and imprisons the others. She later agrees to reopen the fighting pits and decides to marry Loraq to facilitate peace. At sea, Tyrion and Mormont sail through Valyria, seeing Drogon flying by, and are attacked by a group of stone men. They manage to escape, but Mormont is infected with greyscale.



	46
	6
	"Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 17, 2015
	6.24[14]



	H'ghar takes Arya to a chamber with the faces of all the people that have died in the House of Black and White. Jaime and Bronn reach the Water Gardens, where they find Myrcella and are attacked by the Sand Snakes. The fight is broken up by Dornish guards, who arrest everyone. Mormont and Tyrion run into slavers, whom Tyrion manages to convince to take them to the fighting pits of Meereen. Baelish informs Cersei of Roose's plan to marry Sansa to Ramsay, and convinces her to allow him to lead the knights of the Vale to Winterfell to defeat the winning party of the conflict between Roose and Stannis, being named Warden of the North in return. Olenna arrives in King's Landing and warns Cersei that the imprisonment of Loras has put their alliance in peril. At Loras' inquest, Loras and Margaery both deny his homosexuality. The male prostitute Olyvar contradicts their testimony, and she is arrested for lying to the gods. In Winterfell, Sansa is married to Ramsay, who rapes her in front of Theon.



	47
	7
	"The Gift"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 24, 2015
	5.40[15]



	Snow leaves for Hardhome with Giantsbane and some rangers. Aemon dies shortly after. Gilly is attacked by two Watchmen. Tarly intervenes and is overpowered until Ghost arrives and forces the duo to leave. Tarly and Gilly develop a romantic relationship. Sansa asks Theon to help her escape Winterfell, but he instead informs Ramsay, who flays the woman working for Brienne. At Stannis' army's camp, Melisandre suggests sacrificing Shireen, which he refuses. Mormont and Tyrion are sold to slaver Qaggaz. The two are brought to a local fighting pit that Daenerys and her consort happen to be visiting in preparation for the coming games at Daznak's pit. Mormont defeats the other slaves and reveals his identity to her, and that he brought Tyrion as a "gift" for her. In Dorne, Myrcella tells Jaime that she wants to marry Trystane, Doran's son. Olenna's demand for Loras and Margaery's release is declined by the High Sparrow. Later, the High Sparrow arrests Cersei due to her former incestuous relationship with Lancel.



	48
	8
	"Hardhome"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 31, 2015
	7.01[16]



	Cersei learns that her uncle Kevan is appointed as the Hand. She is left thirsty in order to force her to confess, which she does not. Arya assumes the identity of Lana, an oyster merchant. H'ghar tasks her to study a man who sells marine insurance, but has defrauded benefactors. She is to learn everything about the insurer, and then poison him. Theon tells Sansa that he faked the deaths of Brandon and Rickon. Ramsay suggests to Roose that they move on Stannis and asks for twenty skilled men. In Meereen, Tyrion convinces Daenerys to spare Mormont's life and she exiles him again. Mormont goes back to Yezzan and asks permission to fight in the pits. She accepts Tyrion into her council. Arriving in Hardhome, Snow and Giantsbane convince about five thousand wildlings to join them before Hardhome is attacked by an army of wights. Snow kills a White Walker with his Valyrian-steel sword. As he, Giantsbane and the other survivors sail away, they witness the Night's King reanimating the deceased wildlings as wights.



	49
	9
	"The Dance of Dragons"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 7, 2015
	7.14[17]



	During a snowstorm, Stannis' camp is sabotaged when Ramsay's party destroys the camp's siege equipment and food stores, while inflicting heavy losses on the army's horses. Sending Seaworth to the Wall to ask for supplies, Stannis reluctantly decides to sacrifice Shireen, burning her alive at the stake, while she desperately cries out for her parents. Snow and the others return to the Wall, allowing the wildlings to pass South. In Dorne, Doran permits Jaime and Bronn to return to King's Landing with Myrcella, provided Trystane accompany them and serve on the small council in Oberyn[image: External link]'s stead. The former also pardons Sand and her daughters. In Braavos, Arya spots Trant accompanying Mace, Margaery's father and the Master of Coin. In Meereen, the fights at Daznak's pit begin, and Daenerys is stunned to see Mormont amongst the combatants. His triumph is interrupted by a fierce attack by the Sons of the Harpy, who quickly surround Daenerys and her supporters, including Mormont. Just as all hope seems lost, Drogon arrives, and she mounts it and flies away from the pit, her followers watching in awe.



	50
	10
	"Mother's Mercy"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 14, 2015
	8.11[18]



	Selyse hangs herself and half of Stannis' forces desert him while Melisandre flees to Castle Black; Stannis is defeated by the Boltons and consequently killed by Brienne. Sansa attempts to escape, but is confronted by Myranda, whom Theon kills; and the duo escape Winterfell together. Cersei confesses her former relationship with Lancel and is forced to face atonement by walking the streets fully naked. Upon reaching the Red Keep, Qyburn introduces a new member of the Kingsguard with complete loyalty. Jaime, Myrcella, Bronn and Trystane sail from Dorne. She dies of poison by Sand in the ship. Arya infiltrates a brothel and kills Trant. She is blinded for violating the terms of the Faceless Men. Varys arrives in Meereen to rule the city with Tyrion, Grey Worm and Missandei, while Naharis and Mormont leave to search for Daenerys, who, far away, is found by a large group of the Dothraki. Tarly, Gilly and her child leave for Oldtown for the former to become a Maester. Snow is stabbed several times by mutineers, including Thorne and Olly.
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 Main cast







	

	
Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister


	
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau as Jaime Lannister


	
Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister


	
Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen


	
Kit Harington as Jon Snow


	
Aidan Gillen as Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish


	
Charles Dance as Tywin Lannister


	
Natalie Dormer as Margaery Tyrell[image: External link]


	
Stephen Dillane as Stannis Baratheon


	
Liam Cunningham as Davos Seaworth


	
Carice van Houten as Melisandre


	
Indira Varma as Ellaria Sand[image: External link]


	
Conleth Hill as Varys


	
John Bradley-West as Samwell Tarly





	

	
Sophie Turner as Sansa Stark


	
Maisie Williams as Arya Stark


	
Hannah Murray as Gilly


	
Jerome Flynn[image: External link] as Bronn


	
Alfie Allen as Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] / "Reek"

	
Michiel Huisman as Daario Naharis


	
Nathalie Emmanuel as Missandei


	
Gwendoline Christie as Brienne of Tarth


	
Kristofer Hivju as Tormund Giantsbane


	
Tom Wlaschiha as Jaqen H'ghar


	
Dean-Charles Chapman as Tommen Baratheon


	
Michael McElhatton as Roose Bolton


	
Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Bolton


	
Iain Glen[image: External link] as Jorah Mormont
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 Guest cast




The recurring actors listed here are those who appeared in season 5. They are listed by the region in which they first appear.




	

	At and beyond the Wall




	
Peter Vaughan as Maester Aemon


	
Owen Teale as Alliser Thorne


	
Brian Fortune as Othell Yarwyck


	
Michael Condron as Bowen Marsh


	
Dominic Carter as Janos Slynt


	
Ben Crompton as Eddison Tollett


	
J. J. Murphy as Denys Mallister

	Will O'Connell as Todder

	
Brenock O'Connor as Olly

	
Ciarán Hinds as Mance Rayder


	
Birgitte Hjort Sørensen as Karsi

	
Zahary Baharov as Loboda

	
Ross O'Hennessy as the Lord of Bones


	
Murray McArthur as Dim Dalba

	
Ian Whyte as Wun Wun

	Ali Lyons as Johnna

	
Richard Brake as the Night King





	In the North




	
Elizabeth Webster as Walda Bolton

	
Tara Fitzgerald[image: External link] as Selyse Baratheon


	
Kerry Ingram as Shireen Baratheon


	
Charlotte Hope[image: External link] as Myranda




	In the Vale




	
Lino Facioli[image: External link] as Robin Arryn


	
Rupert Vansittart[image: External link] as Yohn Royce


	
Daniel Portman as Podrick Payne





	In Dorne




	
Alexander Siddig[image: External link] as Doran Martell


	
Toby Sebastian as Trystane Martell


	
Keisha Castle-Hughes as Obara Sand


	
Rosabell Laurenti Sellers as Tyene Sand


	
Jessica Henwick as Nymeria Sand


	
Nell Tiger Free as Myrcella Baratheon


	
DeObia Oparei as Areo Hotah





	

	In King's Landing




	
Julian Glover as Grand Maester Pycelle


	
Anton Lesser[image: External link] as Qyburn


	
Ian Gelder as Kevan Lannister


	
Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] as Mace Tyrell


	
Finn Jones as Loras Tyrell


	
Diana Rigg as Olenna Tyrell[image: External link]


	
Eugene Simon as Lancel Lannister


	
Ian Beattie as Meryn Trant


	
Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson as Gregor Clegane


	Paul Bentley as the High Septon

	
Jonathan Pryce as the High Sparrow


	
Hannah Waddingham as Septa Unella


	
Will Tudor as Olyvar

	Josephine Gillan as Marei




	In Braavos




	
Mark Gatiss as Tycho Nestoris


	
Gary Oliver as Ternesio Terys

	Oengus MacNamara as the thin man

	
Faye Marsay as the Waif


	Sarine Sofair as Lhara

	Hattie Gotobed as Ghita




	In Slaver's Bay




	
Ian McElhinney as Barristan Selmy


	
Jacob Anderson as Grey Worm


	
Reece Noi[image: External link] as Mossador

	
Joel Fry as Hizdahr zo Loraq


	
Enzo Cilenti as Yezzan zo Qaggaz


	
Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje as Malko

	Meena Rayann as Vala
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 Crew




The writing staff for the fifth season includes executive producers and showrunners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, producer Bryan Cogman, and Dave Hill, who was promoted to staff writer this season after previously working as an assistant to Benioff and Weiss.[19] Author George R. R. Martin, who had written one episode for each of the first four seasons, did not write an episode for the fifth season as he was working to finish writing the sixth novel of the series, The Winds of Winter.[20] The directing staff for the fifth season is Michael Slovis (episodes 1 and 2), Mark Mylod[image: External link] (episodes 3 and 4), Jeremy Podeswa (episodes 5 and 6), Miguel Sapochnik (episodes 7 and 8), and David Nutter (episodes 9 and 10). Nutter is the only returning director with the rest being first-time Game of Thrones directors.[21]
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 Writing




This season features more original material than previous seasons.[22][23] The deviations from Martin's novels are in part attributable to the way the television series has covered most of the novel series' published material and in part to the directors' opinions of the actors' abilities. For example, Sansa Stark arrives at Winterfell to marry Ramsay Bolton in "High Sparrow," a plotline that had been given to a minor character in the novels.[24][25][26] In an interview, show writer David Benioff explains that Sophie Turner's development as an actress was one of the reasons that they decided to give her character more dramatic scenes, saying, "Even if [child actors] come in and do a great audition, it’s so hard to know if they’re going to quite literally grow into the parts. With Sansa and Arya in particular, their storylines have become quite dark. It was such a gamble and the fact that they’ve both become such great wonderful actresses is a bit of a miracle."[27] Bryan Cogman added that it made more sense to give the Winterfell storyline to a proven actress who was already popular with viewers than to bring in a new character.[27]

Other changes include the portrayal of Tommen as old enough to interact with Margaery and the Faith Militant as an adult, the speeding up or streamlining of several subplots, and the introduction of fewer new characters. According to Benioff and Weiss, "We felt we'd capsize the show if we put in every single character from the books."[28] Critics particularly liked the decision to have Tyrion actually meet Daenerys at the end of "The Gift," which has yet to happen as of A Dance with Dragons.[29][30] David Benioff cited the television adaptation's faster pace as part of the rationale behind this decision.[31]
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 Filming




Filming for the fifth season began in July 2014 in Belfast[image: External link][32] and ended in December 2014.[33] Locations in Northern Ireland included Titanic Studios, Belfast[34] and the cliff edge of Binevenagh Mountain.[35] The Winterfell sets were in the village of Moneyglass.[36]

Some of the scenes that take place in the principality of Dorne were filmed in Spain,[34] beginning in October 2014.[37] Locations explored for the production included the Alcázar of Seville[image: External link] and the University of Osuna.[38] On October 14, some scenes were filmed on the Roman bridge of Córdoba.[39] Benioff and Weiss said that season 5 would include flashbacks, which they had previously avoided, and that Córdoba[image: External link] would represent the city of Volantis.[40]

Cersei's "walk of atonement" from A Dance with Dragons was filmed in Dubrovnik, Croatia, in the Stradun street between the Dubrovnik Cathedral and the Sponza Palace[41] in early October 2014. The production reportedly employed a body double for Lena Headey for part of the scene in which Cersei appears naked.[42] Meereen scenes were once again shot in Diocletian's Palace in Split[image: External link], and on Klis Fortress north of Split.

A town on the coast of the Bay of Kaštela in Croatia, the 16th century Kaštel Gomilica stood in for some parts of Braavos.[34]

A very small portion of one episode was filmed in Calgary, Alberta[image: External link], Canada: the scenes featuring Jon Snow's wolf Ghost (played by animal actor Quigly) who also appears in season 6.[43]
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The fifth season adds previously recurring actors Indira Varma (Ellaria Sand), Michiel Huisman (Daario Naharis), Nathalie Emmanuel (Missandei), Dean-Charles Chapman (Tommen Baratheon), Tom Wlaschiha (Jaqen H'ghar) and Michael McElhatton (Roose Bolton) to the series' main cast.[44]

In the fifth season, the region of Dorne is introduced as a location. Alexander Siddig[image: External link] joins the cast as Doran Martell, the ruling Prince of Dorne, and elder brother of Oberyn Martell[image: External link],[45] while his son Trystane Martell is portrayed by Toby Sebastian. The role of Cersei's daughter Myrcella Baratheon, who is Doran's ward and betrothed to Trystane is played by Nell Tiger Free.[45] The role was portrayed by Aimee Richardson in the first two seasons.[45] DeObia Oparei portrays Areo Hotah, the captain of the Dornish palace guard.[45] The three eldest bastard daughters of Oberyn Martell (collectively known as the "Sand Snakes") are portrayed by Keisha Castle-Hughes (Obara Sand), Jessica Henwick (Nymeria Sand), and Rosabell Laurenti Sellers (Tyene Sand).[45]

In King's Landing, Jonathan Pryce joins the cast as the High Sparrow, the leader of the militant faithful in King’s Landing,[45] while Hannah Waddingham portrays Septa Unella, one of the "Most Devout", the ruling council of the Faith of the Seven.[46] Nell Williams was cast as a young Cersei Lannister seen in flashbacks,[47] while Jodhi May was cast as Maggy the Frog, a fortune-teller.[48]

Across the Narrow Sea, Enzo Cilenti joins as Yezzan, a Yunkish nobleman and slave trader,[45] while Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje was cast as Malko, a slaver, who does not appear in the novels.[49] At Castle Black and beyond the Wall, new cast members include Michael Condron as Bowen Marsh, First Steward of the Night's Watch.[50] J. J. Murphy, who was cast as Night's Watch officer Denys Mallister, died in August 2014 shortly after filming his first scenes; his role was not recast.[51] One role that was recast for season 5 was Ross O'Hennessy as the Lord of Bones. O'Hennessy replaces Edward Dogliani who was last seen in the season 3 premiere "Valar Dohaeris".[52] Charles Dance, whose character died in the previous season, returned for one episode to portray Tywin Lannister's corpse.[53] Isaac Hempstead-Wright (Bran Stark), Kristian Nairn (Hodor) and Ellie Kendrick (Meera Reed) are absent this season because their part in the story has reached the end of A Dance with Dragons.[54][55]
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 Promotion




A half-hour documentary, Game of Thrones: A Day in the Life, aired on HBO on February 8, 2015. It covered one day of production of season 5 on three sets in Belfast, Dubrovnik and Osuna from the viewpoint of key crew members.[56] The first official trailer for season 5 was released on January 30, 2015,[57] and the season's second trailer was released on March 9, 2015.[58] The world premiere of the first episode of the fifth season was held at the Tower of London on March 18, 2015.[59]
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See: Game of Thrones: Season 5 (soundtrack)


The soundtrack[image: External link] for the season was released digitally on June 9, 2015, and on CD on July 17, 2015.[60]
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 Leaks




On April 11, prior to the airing of the season's first episode, screener copies of the first four episodes were leaked to several file-sharing sites.[61] According to TorrentFreak, 18 million different IP addresses downloaded the leaked episodes, totaling 32 million downloads during the first week.[62]
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On Metacritic[image: External link], the season (based on the first four episode) has a score of 91 out of 100 based on 29 reviews, indicating "universal acclaim".[63] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the fifth season has a 95% approval rating from 52 critics with an average rating of 8.6 out of 10 and the season also received a 93% average episode score.[64] One notable exception is the sixth episode, "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken", which was heavily criticized due to the showrunners' decision[image: External link] to have a well-liked character suffer a sexual assault.[65] It received a rating of 58% on Rotten Tomatoes, lower than any previous episode of the show.[66] The eighth episode, "Hardhome", received significant praise and was immediately regarded as one of the best episodes in the series.[67] According to Business Insider, "Despite the attacks, Game of Thrones remains a steady hit."[68]

Season 5 featured more significant changes from the novels. Some of the changes were more well-received than others (the sexual assault scene was heavily criticized and caused great controversy).[69] The various plotlines for the season also differed significantly in reception. The Dornish subplot received an overwhelmingly negative reception.[70] In particular, the hyped Sand Snakes were maligned by critics and fans alike, as many found them cheesy and unlikeable.[71] In contrast, Tyrion's storyline was highly praised. Many fans felt that his subplot progressed overly slowly in the novels, and his meeting with Daenerys was particularly lauded.[72]




	Game of Thrones



	



	
Season 5 (2015): Percentage of positive reviews tracked by the website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link][64]
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 Ratings




The gross viewing figure per episode for the show, which include streaming, DVR recordings and repeat showings, averaged at 20 million this season.[73][74]



	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"The Wars to Come"
	April 12, 2015
	4.2
	8.00[9]
	1.0
	2.07
	5.2
	10.07[75]1



	2
	"The House of Black and White"
	April 19, 2015
	3.6
	6.81[10]
	1.2
	2.0
	4.8
	8.81[76]



	3
	"High Sparrow"
	April 26, 2015
	3.5
	6.71[11]
	1.2
	2.42
	4.7
	9.14[77]



	4
	"Sons of the Harpy"
	May 3, 2015
	3.6
	6.82[12]
	0.9
	1.73
	4.5
	8.55[78]1



	5
	"Kill the Boy"
	May 10, 2015
	3.5
	6.56[13]
	1.5
	2.79
	5.0
	9.35[79]



	6
	"Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	May 17, 2015
	3.1
	6.24[14]
	1.4
	2.55
	4.5
	8.79[80]



	7
	"The Gift"
	May 24, 2015
	2.5
	5.40[15]
	2.0
	3.47
	4.5
	8.87[81]



	8
	"Hardhome"
	May 31, 2015
	3.4
	7.01[16]
	1.7
	2.93
	5.1
	9.94[82]



	9
	"The Dance of Dragons"
	June 7, 2015
	3.6
	7.14[17]
	1.6
	2.79
	5.2
	9.92[83]



	10
	"Mother's Mercy"
	June 14, 2015
	4.1
	8.89[18]
	1.3
	2.31
	5.4
	10.43[84]




^1 Live +7 ratings were not available, so Live +3 ratings have been used instead.






	
Game of Thrones: Viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[85]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[85]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[86]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[87]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[88]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[89]






Business Insider noted a significant difference in the ratings between this season and previous seasons. The typical pattern involves "Solid premiere viewings followed by a slow but steady gain of momentum through to the finale. Historically, the finale episodes of each season have beaten the premiere for total number of viewers". However, this season showed a significant decline from 8 million viewers at the premiere to 5.4 million at the seventh episode, "The Gift". Business Insider cites two likely reasons for the lower ratings: backlash over the rape scene in "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken", one of many deviations from the novels throughout the season that "have upset fans," and increased online streaming through HBO Now. It also acknowledged a possible effect of the first four episodes leaking online before the season premiere and the decision to air on Memorial Day weekend in the United States (a weekend that had been skipped in previous seasons). Business Insider reached out to HBO for comment, HBO responded that it is seeing an increase in overall viewer numbers this season taking into account streaming services, which are not included in Nielsen ratings.[65][90] The dip in ratings did not extend to the eighth and ninth episodes, "Hardhome," and "The Dance of Dragons", which were both seen by over 7 million viewers.[68] The season finale, "Mother's Mercy" was seen by 8.11 million people, setting a new record and making it the most watched episode of the series.[18]
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 Accolades




For the 5th Critics' Choice Television Awards, the series was nominated for Best Drama Series.[91] For the 31st TCA Awards, the series was nominated for Program of the Year and Outstanding Achievement in Drama.[92] For the 67th Primetime Emmy Awards, the series received 24 nominations, the most of any series. It won 12 awards, including Outstanding Drama Series, Peter Dinklage for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series, David Benioff and D. B. Weiss for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series for "Mother's Mercy", and David Nutter for Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series for "Mother's Mercy".[7] Nominations included Lena Headey and Emilia Clarke both for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series, Diana Rigg for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series, and Jeremy Podeswa for Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series for "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken".[93]



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2015
	AFI Awards[image: External link]
	AFI TV Award
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[94]



	5th Critics' Choice Television Awards
	Best Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[91]



	Most Bingeworthy Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	31st TCA Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[92]



	Program of the Year
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Gold Derby TV Awards 2015
	Best Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[95]



	Best Drama Supporting Actor
	Peter Dinklage
	Won



	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Lena Headey
	Won



	Best Drama Guest Actress
	Diana Rigg
	Won



	Best Drama Episode
	"Hardhome"
	Nominated



	"Mother's Mercy"
	Won



	Ensemble of the Year
	The cast of Game of Thrones
	Won



	Artios Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting – Television Series Drama
	Nina Gold
	Won
	[96]



	EWwy Award
	Best Supporting Actress, Drama
	Maisie Williams
	Nominated
	[97]



	Sophie Turner
	Nominated



	67th Primetime Emmy Awards
	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series
	David Nutter for "Mother's Mercy"
	Won
	[98]



	Jeremy Podeswa for "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series
	David Benioff and D. B. Weiss for "Mother's Mercy"
	Won



	Outstanding Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series
	Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister
	Won



	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen
	Nominated



	Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister
	Nominated



	67th Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards
	Outstanding Casting for a Drama Series
	Nina Gold, Robert Sterne, and Carla Stronge
	Won
	[98]



	Outstanding Cinematography for a Single-Camera Series
	Fabian Wagner for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Anette Haellmigk for "Sons of the Harpy"
	Nominated



	Rob McLachlan for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Nominated



	Greg Middleton for "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Costumes for a Fantasy Series
	Michele Clapton, Sheena Wichary, Nina Ayres, Alex Fordham for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series
	Diana Rigg as Lady Olenna Tyrell
	Nominated



	Outstanding Hairstyling for a Single-Camera Series
	Kevin Alexander, Candice Banks, Rosalia Culora, Gary Machin, Laura Pollock, Nicola Mount for Mother's Mercy
	Nominated



	Outstanding Make-up for a Single-Camera Series (Non-Prosthetic)
	Jane Walker and Nicola Matthews for "Mother's Mercy"
	Won



	Outstanding Production Design for a Fantasy Program
	Deborah Riley, Paul Ghirardani, Rob Cameron for "High Sparrow", "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken", and "Hardhome"
	Won



	Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a Series
	Jane Walker, Barrie Gower, and Sarah Gower for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Single-Camera Picture Editing for a Drama series
	Tim Porter for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Katie Weiland for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Won



	Outstanding Sound Editing for a Series
	Tim Kimmel, Paula Fairfield, Bradley C. Katona, Peter Bercovitch, David Klotz, Jeffrey Wilhoit, Dylan T. Wilhoit for "Hardhome"
	Won



	Outstanding Sound Mixing for a Series
	Ronan Hill, Richard Dyer, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters for "Hardhome"
	Won



	Outstanding Special Visual Effects
	Steve Kullback, Joe Bauer, Adam Chazen, Jabbar Raisani, Eric Carney, Stuart Brisdon, Derek Spears, James Kinnings, Matthew Rouleau for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Won



	Outstanding Stunt Coordination for a Series
	Rowley Irlam
	Won



	E! Online Best. Ever. TV. Awards
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[99]



	Hollywood Post Alliance
	Outstanding Sound
	Tim Kimmel, Paula Fairfield, Bradley Katona, Paul Bercovitch, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters for "Hardhome"
	Nominated
	[100]



	Outstanding Color Grading
	Joe Finley for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Editing
	Tim Porter for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Visual Effects
	Joe Bauer, Steve Kullback, Derek Spears, Eric Carney, Jabbar Raisani for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Won



	20th Satellite Awards
	Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated
	[101]



	Best Television Series – Genre
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	IGN Awards
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[102]



	Best TV Episode
	"Hardhome"
	Won



	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best TV Villain
	Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Bolton
	Nominated



	IGN People's Choice Awards
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best TV Episode
	"Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best TV Villain
	Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Bolton
	Nominated



	2016
	Guinness World Records
	Largest TV drama simulcast
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[103]



	42nd People's Choice Awards
	Favorite TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[104]



	Favorite Cable Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Favorite Cable Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actress
	Emilia Clarke
	Nominated



	Shorty Awards
	Favorite TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[105]

[106]



	GIF of the Year
	Game of Thrones Come At Me Bro
	Nominated



	Empire Awards
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[107]



	Art Directors Guild Awards 2015
	One-Hour Single Camera Fantasy Television Series
	Deborah Riley for "High Sparrow", "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken" and "Hardhome"
	Won
	[108]



	Screenwriters Choice Awards
	Best Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[109]



	Hollywood Makeup Artist and Hair Stylist Guild Awards
	Best Period and/or Character Makeup – Television
	Jane Walker
	Won
	[110]



	Best Period and/or Character Hair Styling – Television
	Kevin Alexander, Candice Banks
	Won



	Webby Award
	Best Overall Social Presence
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[111]



	Location Managers Guild Awards
	Outstanding Locations in Period Television
	Robert Boake and Tate Araez
	Won
	[112]



	Cinema Audio Society Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Sound Mixing - Television Series – One Hour
	Ronan Hill, Richard Dyer, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters, Brett Voss for "Hardhome"
	Won
	[113]



	American Cinema Editors Awards 2016
	Best Edited One-Hour Series For Non-Commercial Television
	Katie Weiland for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Nominated
	[114]



	Tim Porter for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	Costume Designers Guild Awards
	Outstanding Period/Fantasy Television Series
	Michele Clapton for Game of Thrones
	Won
	[115]



	68th Directors Guild of America Awards
	Dramatic Series
	David Nutter for "Mother’s Mercy"
	Won
	[116]



	American Society of Cinematographers
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in Regular Series
	Fabian Wagner for "Hardhome"
	Nominated
	[117]



	73rd Golden Globe Awards
	Best Television Series – Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[118]



	13th Irish Film & Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[119]



	Actor in a Supporting Role – Television
	Liam Cunningham
	Nominated



	MTV Millennial Awards
	Killer Series of the Year
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[120]



	21st National Television Awards
	Best International Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[121]



	Producers Guild of America Awards 2015
	"Norman Felton Award for Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama"
	David Benioff, D.B. Weiss, Bernadette Caulfield, Frank Doelger, Carolyn Strauss, Bryan Cogman, Lisa McAtackney, Chris Newman, Greg Spence
	Won
	[122]



	42nd Saturn Awards
	Best Fantasy Television Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[123]



	Best Supporting Actor on Television
	Kit Harington
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress on Television
	Lena Headey
	Nominated



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor in a Television Series
	Maisie Williams
	Nominated



	Brenock O'Connor
	Nominated



	22nd Screen Actors Guild Awards
	Outstanding Action Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Boian Anev, Richard Bradshaw, Jonathan Cohen, Christopher Cox, Jacob Cox, Matt Crook, Rob DeGroot, Levan Doran, Clint Elvy, James Embree, Bradley Farmer, Richard Hansen, Bobby Holland-Hanton, Radoslav Ignatov, Borislav Iliev, Rowley Irlam, Erol Ismail, Milen Kaleychev, Paul Lowe, Jonathan McBride, Sian Milne, David Newton, Radoslav Parvanov, Ian Pead, Jan Petrina, Rashid Phoenix, Andy Pilgrim, Dominic Preece, Marc Redmond, Paul Shapcott, Ryan Stuart, Pablo Verdejo, Calvin Warrington-Heasman, Annabel E. Wood, Danko Yordanov, and Lewis Young
	Won
	[124]



	Outstanding Performance by An Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Alfie Allen, Ian Beattie, John Bradley, Gwendoline Christie, Emilia Clarke, Michael Condron, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Ben Crompton, Liam Cunningham, Stephen Dillane, Peter Dinklage, Nathalie Emmanuel, Tara Fitzgerald, Jerome Flynn, Brian Fortune, Joel Fry, Aiden Gillen, Ian Glen, Kit Harington, Lena Headey, Michiel Huisman, Brenock O'Conner, Daniel Portman, Iwan Rheon, Owen Tealem Sophie Turner, Carcie Van Houten, Maisie Williams and Tom Wlaschiha
	Nominated



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Drama Series
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Glamour Awards 2016
	Best UK TV Actress
	Sophie Turner
	Won
	[125]



	Golden Reel Awards
	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: FX/Foley
	Tim Kimmel for "Hardhome"
	Won
	[126]



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Dialogue / ADR
	Tim Kimmel for "Hardhome"
	Won



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Music
	David Klotz for "Hardhome"
	Nominated



	USC Scripter Award
	Best Adapted Screenplay
	David Benioff and D.B. Weiss for "Hardhome"
	Nominated
	[127]



	Visual Effects Society Awards 2015
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Photoreal Episode
	Joe Bauer, Steve Kullback, Eric Carney, Derek Spears, Stuart Brisdon for "The Dance of Dragons"
	Won
	[128]



	Outstanding Animated Performance in an Episode, Commercial, or Real-Time Project
	Florian Friedmann, Jonathan Symmonds, Sven Skoczylas, Sebastian Lauer' for "Mother's Mercy" - Wounded Drogon
	Nominated



	James Kinnings, Michael Holzl, Joseph Hoback, Matt Derksen for "Dance of Dragons" - Drogon Arena Rescue
	Nominated



	Outstanding Created Environment in an Episode, Commercial, or Real-Time Project
	Dominic Piche, Christine Leclerc, Patrice Poissant, Thomas Montminy-Brodeur for "City of Volantis"
	Won



	Rajeev B R., Loganathan Perumal, Ramesh Shankers, Anders Ericson for "Drogon Arena"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Effects Simulations in an Episode, Commercial, or Real-Time Project
	David Ramos, Antonio Lado, Piotr Weiss, Félix Bergés for "Hardhome"
	Won



	Outstanding Compositing in a Photoreal Episode
	Eduardo Díaz, Guillermo Orbe, Oscar Perea, Inmaculada Nadela for "Hardhome"
	Won



	Dan Breckwoldt, Martin Furman, Sophie Marfleet, Eric Andrusyszyn for "Drogon Arena"
	Nominated



	Travis Nobles, Mark Spindler, Max Riess, Nadja Ding for "Drogon Lair"
	Nominated



	Writers Guild of America Awards 2015
	Episodic Drama
	David Benioff and D.B. Weiss for "Mother's Mercy"
	Nominated
	[129]



	Television Drama Series
	David Benioff, Bryan Cogman, Dave Hill, D.B. Weiss
	Nominated
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 Broadcast




The season was simulcast to 170 countries by HBO and its broadcast partners. In some countries, it aired the day after its first release.[130][131][132] Sky Atlantic, the network serving the United Kingdom and Ireland, aired the premiere the day after HBO, but joined the simulcast for the rest of the season.[133]
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 Home media




The season was released on Blu-ray and DVD on March 15, 2016, in region 1[image: External link] and March 14, 2016, in region 2[image: External link].[134][135]






	Game of Thrones: The Complete Fifth Season



	Set details
	Special features



	

	Format: AC-3, Blu-ray, DTS Surround Sound, Dubbed, NTSC, Subtitled, Widescreen

	Language: English, French, Castilian, German

	Subtitles: English, French, Castilian, German, Dutch, Danish, Finnish, Greek, Hebrew, Norwegian, Portuguese, Romanian, Swedish, Turkish

	16:9 aspect ratio

	5-disc set, 10 episodes




	

	"New Characters and Locations": Explores the new societies, cultures and locations of Season.

	"Anatomy of Episode: Mother's Mercy": Behind the scenes of the season finale. From the early stages of the writer's room to the final visual effects.

	"The Real History of Game of Thrones Parts 1 and 2": George R.R. Martin, explore the interweaving inspirations of the actual players in the era known as "The Wars of the Roses" and other historical events in this two-part series.

	"A Day in The Life": Takes you behind-the-scenes of production in three countries, offering an inside look at the production process of Season 5.

	Deleted Scenes: Four deleted scenes.

	12 audio commentaries by, among others, Benioff, Weiss, Dinklage, Headey, Harington, Coster-Waldau, Glen, Williams, Dormer, Christie and more.



Blu-ray exclusive:


	"The Dance of Dragons": Tells the story of the Greens and the Blacks, the Targaryen civil war that led to the downfall of the dragons, featuring surprise narration from notable characters from past seasons.

	"In-Episode Guide": In-feature resource that provides background information about on-screen characters, locations and relevant histories.

	"Histories & Lore": Learn about the mythology of Westeros as told from the varying perspectives of the characters themselves.[134][136]








	DVD release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	March 15, 2016[134]
	March 14, 2016[135]
	March 16, 2016[137]
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 Copyright infringement




The fifth season of Game of Thrones was the most-pirated TV series in 2015.[138]
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HBO





Home Box Office (HBO) is an American premium[image: External link] cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] network[image: External link] that is owned by Time Warner[image: External link] through its respective flagship company Home Box Office, Inc. Programming featured on the network consists primarily of theatrically released motion pictures[image: External link] and original television series[image: External link], along with made-for-cable movies[image: External link] and documentaries[image: External link], boxing matches[image: External link], and occasional stand-up comedy[image: External link] and concert specials[image: External link].

HBO is the oldest and longest continuously operating pay television service (basic or premium) in the United States, having been in operation since November 8, 1972.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2014, HBO had an adjusted operating income of US$1.79 billion, compared to the US$1.68 billion it accrued in 2013.[3] HBO has 49 million subscribers in the United States and 130 million worldwide as of 2016.[4][5] The network provides seven 24-hour multiplex channels, including HBO Comedy, HBO Latino, HBO Signature and HBO Family. It launched the streaming service HBO Now in April 2015, and has over 2 million subscribers in the United States as of February 2017.[6]
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As of July 2015, HBO's programming is available to approximately 36,483,000 households with at least one television set (31.3% of all cable, satellite and telco customers) in the United States (36,013,000 subscribers or 30.9% of all households with pay television service receive at least HBO's primary channel),[7] making it the second largest premium channel in the United States ( Encore[image: External link], owned by Starz Inc.[image: External link], reaches 40.54 million pay television households as of July 2015[7][8]). In addition to its U.S. subscriber base, HBO distributes content in at least 151 countries,[9] with approximately 130 million subscribers worldwide.[5]

HBO subscribers generally pay for an extra tier of service that includes other cable- and satellite-exclusive channels even before paying for the channel itself (though HBO often prices all of its channels together in a single package). However, a law imposed by the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) requires that cable providers allow subscribers to get just "limited" basic cable (a base programming tier that includes local, and in some areas, out-of-market broadcast stations[image: External link] and public, educational, and government access[image: External link] channels) and premium services such as HBO, without subscribing to expanded service ( Comcast[image: External link] is the only major provider to have purposefully offered the network in such a manner utilizing this law, as it offered a bundled[image: External link] cable/Internet package that included limited basic service and HBO from October 2013 to July 2014, or January of the latter year in some markets).[10][11][12] Cable providers can require the use of a converter box – usually digital – in order to receive HBO.

HBO also provides its content through digital media; the channel maintains HBO Go[image: External link], a video on demand[image: External link] streaming service available as a website and slate of mobile apps[image: External link] exclusively to existing subscribers of the linear channel suite and a separate, but similar standalone service, HBO Now, which launched in April 2015 as a subscription streaming platform that does not require a subscription to the HBO television service.[13][14]

Many HBO programs have been syndicated[image: External link] to other networks and broadcast television stations[image: External link] (usually after some editing for running time and/or content that indecency regulations enforced by jurisdictional telecommunications agencies or self-imposed by network Standards and Practices[image: External link] departments may prohibit from airing on broadcast and cable networks), and a number of HBO-produced series and films have been released on DVD[image: External link]. Since HBO's more successful series (most notably shows such as Sex and the City[image: External link], The Sopranos, The Wire[image: External link], Entourage[image: External link], Six Feet Under, Boardwalk Empire, Game of Thrones and True Blood) air on over-the-air broadcasters in other countries (such as in Canada, Australia and much of Europe – including the United Kingdom), HBO's programming has the potential of being exposed to a higher percentage of the population of those countries compared to the United States.

Because of the cost of HBO (which is the most expensive of the U.S. premium services, costing a monthly fee as of 2015 between $15 and $20 depending on the provider), many Americans only view HBO programs through DVDs or in basic cable or broadcast syndication – months or even years after these programs have first aired on the network – and with editing for both content and to allow advertising, although several series have filmed alternate "clean" scenes intended for syndication runs.[15]
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 Development and launch




In 1965, Charles Dolan[image: External link] – who had already done pioneering work in the commercial use of cables[image: External link] and had developed Teleguide, a closed-circuit[image: External link] tourist information[image: External link] television system distributed to hotels in the New York metropolitan area[image: External link] – won a franchise to build a cable television[image: External link] system in the Lower Manhattan[image: External link] section of New York City.[16] The new system, which Dolan named "Sterling Information Services" (later to be known as Sterling Manhattan Cable, and eventually becoming the then Time Warner Cable[image: External link] which merged into Charter Communications[image: External link] in 2016), became the first urban underground cable television system in the United States.

Rather than stringing cable on telephone poles or using microwave[image: External link] antennas to receive the signals, Sterling laid cable beneath the streets of Manhattan[image: External link], because the tall buildings in the city blocked television signals and because the New York City Council had required that all electrical and telecommunication wiring be laid underground to limit service disruptions during bad weather, an ordinance that was passed after a blizzard[image: External link] in 1888 damaged telephone and telegraph[image: External link] lines in the area.[17] In that same year, Time-Life, Inc.[image: External link] purchased a 20% stake in Dolan's company.[18][19]

Sterling Manhattan consistently lost money during its first six years of operation, because of the expense of running cable underground and into buildings throughout Manhattan (as much as $300,000 per mile) and a limited subscriber base, 400 of them by 1971. In the summer of 1971, while on a family vacation in France, Charles Dolan began to think of ideas to make Sterling Manhattan profitable. He came up with the concept for a cable-originated television service, called "The Green Channel". Dolan later presented his idea to Time-Life management; though satellite[image: External link] distribution seemed only a distant possibility at the time, he persuaded Time-Life to back him on the project.[17]

To gauge whether consumers would be interested in subscribing to a pay television service, Time-Life sent out a direct-mail[image: External link] research brochure to residents in six U.S. cities. An overwhelming majority of those surveyed (approximately 99%) opposed the idea; 4% of those polled in a second survey, conducted by an independent consultant, said they were "almost certain" to subscribe to such a service. Time-Life later conducted a test in Allentown, Pennsylvania[image: External link], in which salesmen presented the concept of a pay cable channel to residents by offering free service for the first month and a refundable installation fee; half of residents surveyed in the test expressed interest in purchasing the conceptual service.[17] In a meeting of Dolan and some Time-Life executives who were working on the project, various other names were discussed for the new service. They ultimately settled on calling it "Home Box Office", although the name was originally intended as a working title[image: External link] in order to meet deadlines to publish research brochures for the new service, with the belief that management would come up with a different name later.[17]

Originally, Home Box Office was to debut on a Service Electric[image: External link] cable television system in Allentown; in order to avoid blackouts[image: External link] for NBA[image: External link] games that it was set to televise (Allentown was within the NBA's designated blackout radius for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]' market area, under rules that the league had in effect at the time to protect ticket sales), Time-Life agreed to an offer by Service Electric president John Walson[image: External link] to launch the channel on its system in Wilkes-Barre[image: External link] (outside of the 76ers' DMA, in northeastern Pennsylvania[image: External link]).[17] Home Box Office launched on November 8, 1972.[20] However, HBO's launch came without fanfare in the press, as it was not covered by any local or national media outlets. In addition, the city manager of Wilkes-Barre declined an offer to attend the launch ceremony, while Time Inc. president and chief executive officer[image: External link] J. Richard Munro was unable to attend as he was stranded in traffic while trying to exit Manhattan on the George Washington Bridge[image: External link] on his way to Wilkes-Barre.[21]

The first program and movie distributed on the channel, the 1971 film Sometimes a Great Notion[image: External link], starring Paul Newman[image: External link] and Henry Fonda[image: External link], was transmitted that evening to 325 Service Electric subscribers in Wilkes-Barre (a plaque commemorating this event is located at Public Square in downtown Wilkes-Barre). Home Box Office distributed its first sports event immediately after the film: an NHL[image: External link] hockey game between the New York Rangers[image: External link] and the Vancouver Canucks[image: External link] from Madison Square Garden[image: External link].[22][23] Four months later in February 1973, Home Box Office aired its first television special[image: External link], the Pennsylvania Polka Festival.[24] Home Box Office would use a network of microwave relay towers to distribute its programming to cable systems throughout its service area.[22][25][26]

Sterling Manhattan Cable continued to lose money because the company had only a small subscriber base of 20,000 customers in Manhattan. Dolan's media partner, Time-Life, Inc., gained control of Sterling when it acquired an additional 60% equity interest, increasing its stake in the company to 80%; Time-Life then decided to pull the plug on the Sterling Manhattan operation. Time-Life dropped the "Sterling" name and the company was renamed "Manhattan Cable Television" under Time-Life's control in March 1973.[16] Gerald Levin[image: External link], who had been with Home Box Office since it began operations as its vice president[image: External link] of programming, replaced Dolan as the company's president and chief executive officer.[27]

In September 1973, Time-Life, Inc. completed its acquisition of the pay service. At the time, Home Box Office's future looked dim: it only had 8,000 subscribers across 14 cable systems, all of which were located in Pennsylvania,[21] and it was suffering from a significant subscriber churn rate[image: External link]. HBO would eventually increase its fortunes within two years: by April 1975, the service had around 100,000 subscribers in Pennsylvania and New York state, and had begun to turn a limited profit.[21]
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 National expansion, innovation and rise to prominence (1975–1993)




Time-Life executives realized the problems in trying to expand Home Box Office's distribution footprint using microwave towers because of the time and expense that would be incurred in developing such a vast relay infrastructure, and began looking for cost-efficient methods of transmitting the channel nationally. In 1974, they settled on using a geostationary communications satellite[image: External link] to transmit HBO to cable providers throughout the United States. Other television broadcasters at the time were hesitant about uplinking their feeds to satellite due to fears that the satellites may inadvertently shut down or jettison out of their orbit, as well as due to the cost of purchasing downlink receiver dishes, which in 1974, were sold for as much as $75,000. Seeing satellite transmission as the only viable option to expand HBO's reach, Gerald Levin allocated $6.5 million to lease transponder[image: External link] space on the Westar 1[image: External link] satellite for a five-year term.[21] The Time-Life board subsequently approved the plan to transmit HBO via satellite.[27]

At 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time[image: External link] on September 30, 1975, HBO became the first television network to continuously deliver its signal via satellite when it distributed the "Thrilla in Manila[image: External link]" boxing[image: External link] match between Muhammad Ali[image: External link] and Joe Frazier[image: External link]; it was beamed to UA Columbia Cablevision's systems in Fort Pierce[image: External link] and Vero Beach, Florida[image: External link], and American Television and Communications Corporation's Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] system,[28] as well as those already carrying HBO in the northeastern United States[image: External link].[21][25][29] Through the use of satellite, the channel began transmitting separate programming feeds for the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zones[image: External link], allowing the same programs that air first in the eastern half of the United States to air at accordant times in the western part of the country.[30] HBO switched its domestic satellite transmissions from Westar 1 to Satcom 1[image: External link] in February 1976. By 1977, Ted Turner[image: External link]'s Atlanta[image: External link] superstation[image: External link] WTCG-TV[image: External link] (soon to become WTBS[image: External link]) and Pat Robertson[image: External link]'s CBN Satellite Service[image: External link] (later to become the present-day Freeform[image: External link]) had joined it, pioneering satellite delivery for the cable television industry.[25][31] By 1980, HBO was carried on cable providers in all 50 U.S. states.[21]

HBO distributed its programming for only nine hours each day, from 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time, during its first nine years of operation. The network first adopted a 24-hour schedule on weekends in September 1981, running from 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons until 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time on Sunday nights/early Monday mornings; this round-the-clock schedule was expanded to weekdays three months later on December 28, 1981 (however, HBO was not the first pay television network to maintain an uninterrupted programming schedule as Showtime[image: External link] and The Movie Channel[image: External link] had both switched to 24-hour daily schedules months earlier). By this time, the full "Home Box Office" name was de-emphasized by the network, in favor of branding solely by the "HBO" initialism[image: External link] (although the full name is still used as the legal corporate name of its parent division under Time Warner,[32] and in on-air use within copyright tags featured during the closing credits[image: External link] of the channel's original programs and a legal disclaimer[image: External link] slide seen daily on its primary and multiplex channels).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1983, HBO premiered its first original movie, The Terry Fox Story[image: External link], a biopic[image: External link] about the Canadian runner[image: External link] who embarked on a cross-country run across Canada to raise money and awareness for cancer research; the film was also the first movie ever produced for pay television. That year also saw the premiere of the first children's program to be distributed on the channel: Fraggle Rock[image: External link] (that series' creator, Jim Henson[image: External link], had earlier produced the special Emmet Otter's Jug-Band Christmas[image: External link], which won an ACE Award[image: External link] in 1978[24]). HBO continued to air various original programs aimed at children until 2001, when these programs almost completely moved over to HBO Family (which continued to occasionally distributed its own slate of original children's programming until 2003).[33]

HBO became involved in several lawsuits[image: External link] during the 1980s, involving legal statutes imposed by state and city laws that would have resulted in some programs on HBO and other pay television networks being censored[image: External link] by cable systems, if not forcing the pay services to edit inappropriate content from the programming they aired. In January 1986, HBO became the first satellite-delivered television network to encrypt[image: External link] its signal from unauthorized viewing by way of the Videocipher[image: External link] II system; this initially resulted in a mass lodge of complaints from television receive-only[image: External link] (TVRO) satellite users that previously received HBO's programming without a subscription.[30] The objections by TVRO users over having to now pay for HBO as cable subscribers had long done (requiring dish subscribers to purchase an expensive descrambler to unencrypt the signal) came to a head four months later, as HBO became a victim of broadcast signal intrusion[image: External link] when satellite television dealer John R. MacDougall, a Florida man calling himself "Captain Midnight[image: External link]", redirected a receiver dish towards the network's transponder on Galaxy 1 and intercepted its signal during a movie presentation of The Falcon and the Snowman[image: External link]; MacDougall overrode the telecast of the film with a text-based message placed over SMPTE color bars[image: External link] in protest of the channel's decision to scramble its signal for home satellite subscribers. The Federal Communications Commission subsequently prosecuted MacDougall for committing the intrusion.

In 1988, HBO's subscriber base expanded greatly as a result of the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] strike[image: External link] that year, as the channel had new programming in its inventory during a period in which the broadcast networks were only able to air reruns[image: External link] of their shows. In 1989, HBO compared[image: External link] its programming against rival pay television network Showtime, with the slogan "Simply the Best", using the Tina Turner[image: External link] single "The Best[image: External link]" as part of the network's on-air image campaign.[34]

On January 2, 1989, HBO launched Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax ("Spanish Selections from HBO and Cinemax") – an alternate Spanish-language feed of HBO and Cinemax. The service, which initially launched on 20 cable systems in markets[image: External link] with significant populations of Spanish speakers,[35] originally only carried Spanish audio simulcasts of live boxing matches televised by HBO (except for certain events that were already distributed in Spanish on networks such as Galavisión[image: External link]), dubbed versions of recent feature film releases from HBO's movie suppliers and first-run Spanish-language movies (mostly from Mexico, Argentina and Spain), but later added Spanish dubs of films and other programs distributed by HBO. Selecciones – which was offered in tandem with HBO, although it operated as a separate service – utilized the second audio program[image: External link] auxiliary channel to distribute its Spanish audio feeds. Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax became successful to the point that it added 35 additional cable systems to its list of carriers within a few weeks after its debut.[35] Selecciones en Español became HBO en Español on September 27, 1993.[36]

Taking advantage of HBO's successes, Warner Communications[image: External link] (which ironically was part-owner of one of the network's pay-cable competitors, The Movie Channel, from its launch in 1973 until joint venture[image: External link] group Warner-Amex Satellite Entertainment[image: External link] sold its stake in the channel to Viacom[image: External link] in 1986) merged with HBO parent Time Inc.[image: External link] in 1989 to create Time Warner[image: External link], which as of 2016, remains the parent company of the network.[37] In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed[image: External link] channels to cable customers with the launches of HBO2, HBO3 and Cinemax 2 on three cable systems in Wisconsin[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[38] In 1993, HBO became the world's first digitally transmitted television service.[39] The move proved successful, eventually resulting in HBO and Cinemax starting up additional multiplex channels of both services – starting with the December 1996 launch of HBO Family and concluding with the launch of four Cinemax channels in 2001: WMax (now MovieMax), @Max (now Cinemáx), OuterMax and 5StarMax.
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 Rising prominence of original programming (1993–present)




During the 1990s, HBO began to experience increasing success with its original series such as Tales from the Crypt[image: External link], Dream On[image: External link], Tracey Takes On...[image: External link], Mr. Show with Bob and David[image: External link] and Arliss[image: External link]. One such program, The Larry Sanders Show[image: External link], arguably became HBO's flagship series during that decade and although it was not commercially as successful as programs that aired on the Big Three networks[image: External link] ( ABC[image: External link], NBC[image: External link] and CBS[image: External link]) and Fox[image: External link], the show did enjoy a cult status and critical acclaim, and received nominations and wins for many major television awards (including Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] and Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]).[40] The series ranked #38 on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link] (becoming the only HBO comedy series to make the list)[41] and was also included in Time[image: External link]'s list of the "100 Best TV Shows of All Time".[42] The Larry Sanders Show was also ranked by various critics and fans as one of the best TV comedies of the 1990s.[43]

The original programs that HBO has developed since the early 1990s have earned the channel numerous nominations for and wins of Emmy and Golden Globe Awards.[44] One aspect as to the perceived higher quality of these shows is due to both the quality of the writing on the programs and the fact that as a subscription-only service, HBO does not carry "normal" commercials; instead the network runs promotions[image: External link] for upcoming HBO programs and behind-the-scenes featurettes between programs. This relieves HBO from some pressures to tone down controversial aspects of its programs, and allows for more explicit content to be incorporated into its shows that would not be allowed to air on broadcast television or basic cable, such as profanity, strong/graphic violence, nudity and graphic sex scenes.

Beginning with the 1997 launch of its first one-hour dramatic narrative series Oz[image: External link], HBO started a trend that became commonplace with premium cable services. Although critically acclaimed, it was not until The Sopranos premiered in 1999, that the network achieved both mass critical and Emmy success. The Sopranos – centering on mob patriarch Tony Soprano[image: External link] (James Gandolfini[image: External link]) and his family – received 111 Emmy nominations during its six-season run, resulting in 21 wins, two of them for Outstanding Drama Series.

1998 saw the debut of From the Earth to the Moon[image: External link], a 12-part miniseries[image: External link] that was produced by Tom Hanks[image: External link], Ron Howard[image: External link] and Brian Grazer[image: External link] and based on the Andrew Chaikin[image: External link] book A Man on the Moon[image: External link]. Costing $68 million to produce, it traced the U.S. space program from the U.S./U.S.S.R. space race through the final moon landing, Apollo 17[image: External link]. From the Earth to the Moon won an Emmy Award for Outstanding Miniseries, and helped spur other HBO miniseries based on historical events such as 61*[image: External link], Band of Brothers[image: External link], John Adams[image: External link] and The Pacific[image: External link]. That year also saw the debut of the comedy series Sex and the City[image: External link], which was based on the book series of the same name by Candace Bushnell[image: External link]; over the course of its six-season run, the show – centering on the friendship and romances of four New York City women[45] – received 54 Emmy nominations, winning seven, including one win for Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link].

In 1999, HBO became the first U.S. cable channel to operate a high-definition[image: External link] simulcast feed.[46] In July 2001, HBO launched HBO on Demand, the first premium subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] enhancement in the United States, to Time Warner Cable subscribers in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link].[47]

In 2001, HBO debuted Six Feet Under and in 2002 The Wire[image: External link], which, although not surpassing The Sopranos in viewership success, matched its critical acclaim and further cemented HBO's reputation as a network that produced quality programming.[citation needed[image: External link]] HBO experienced another success among viewers in 2008, with the debut of True Blood, a vampire[image: External link] drama based on a series of gothic novels by Charlaine Harris[image: External link]. The network saw three more hit series in the 2010s with Game of Thrones, based on George R. R. Martin's fantasy novel series A Song of Ice and Fire, which earned both critical and viewer praise; Girls[image: External link], a comedy series created by series star Lena Dunham[image: External link]; and True Detective[image: External link], an anthology[image: External link]-style series – structured to feature a different cast and setting within each season's storyline – which initially saw established film actors Woody Harrelson[image: External link] and Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in its lead roles.[48]

On August 13, 2015, HBO announced its re-entry into children's programming, when it reached a five-year programming and development deal with Sesame Workshop[image: External link]. Through the agreement, HBO obtained first-run television rights to Sesame Street[image: External link], beginning with the January 2016 debut of its 46th season (with episodes being distributed to the program's longtime broadcaster, PBS[image: External link], following a nine-month exclusivity window at no charge to its member stations); Sesame Workshop will also produce original children's programming content for the channel, which will also gain exclusive streaming rights to the company's programming library for HBO Go and HBO Now (assuming those rights from Amazon Video[image: External link], Netflix[image: External link] and Sesame Workshop's in-house subscription streaming service, Sesame Go, the latter of which will cease to operate as a standalone offering). Although struck with the intent to having the show remain on PBS in some fashion, the nonprofit production company[image: External link] reached the deal due to cutbacks resulting from declines in public and private donations, distribution fees paid by PBS member stations and licensing for merchandise sales.[49][50][51][52]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including HBO, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].[53][54]
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 Channels
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 Background




In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed services to cable customers as companions to the main network, offering additional channels of the two services to three TeleCable-operated systems in Overland Park, Kansas[image: External link], Racine, Wisconsin[image: External link] and the Dallas[image: External link] suburbs of Richardson[image: External link] and Plano, Texas[image: External link].[55] The first two multiplex channels – HBO2 and HBO3 – launched as part of this test by the TeleCable systems. The following year, research from ACNielsen[image: External link] revealed that multiplex delivery of HBO and Cinemax had a positive impact on subscriber usage and attitudes, including aiding in the retention of pay cable subscriptions by its subscribers.[56]

The HBO multiplex would later expand in December 1996, with the launch of HBO Family, focusing on family-oriented feature films[image: External link] and television series aimed at younger children.[57] The HBO multiplex channels became collectively marketed under the brand name "HBO The Works" in April 1998 (the Cinemax channels concurrently began to be marketed as "MultiMax"), coinciding with the name change of HBO2 as HBO Plus (the channel would ultimately restore the HBO2 name in September 2002), and the rebranding[image: External link] and format change of HBO3 as HBO Signature (a network aimed at women). In May 1999, two more channels launched: HBO Comedy (featuring comedic films and series, along with stand-up comedy[image: External link] specials) and HBO Zone (a network aimed at young adults).[58] Just over a year later in October 2000, the Spanish language network HBO Latino debuted, featuring a mix of dubbed simulcasts of the main HBO channel's programming and Spanish programs that are exclusive to the channel.

"HBO The Works" continued in use as the brand for the HBO multiplex until 2004. Individually, the HBO multiplex channel suite has no "official" marketed name as of 2016, although HBO and Cinemax's respective multiplex packages are marketed collectively as the "HBO/MAX Pak".[59] HBO Family and HBO Latino had the distinction of being the only multiplex channels of HBO that have their own websites, as all of the others were integrated within the main HBO site; the separate sites and sections for both channels were eliminated in 2010, around the time the HBO Go service was launched.
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 List of channels




Depending on the service provider, HBO provides up to thirteen multiplex channels – seven 24-hour multiplex channels, all of which are simulcast in both standard definition[image: External link] and high definition[image: External link] – as well as a subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service (HBO On Demand).

HBO broadcasts its primary and multiplex channels on both Eastern and Pacific Time Zone schedules. The respective coastal feeds of each channel are usually packaged together (though most cable providers only offer the east and west coast feeds of the main HBO channel, as well as HBO2 in some cases), resulting in the difference in local airtimes[image: External link] for a particular movie or program between two geographic locations being three hours at most. The premium film service Cinemax, which is also owned by Time Warner through Home Box Office Inc., operates as a separate service from HBO; although HBO is very frequently sold together in a package with Cinemax, subscribers to one of the services do not necessarily have to subscribe to the other.



	Channel
	Description and programming



	The flagship[image: External link] service; HBO airs popular feature films; first-run films; original series and made-for-cable movies[image: External link]; boxing events; sports, stand-up comedy[image: External link] and occasional concert specials; and documentaries. The channel also typically debuts new movies on a weekly basis – with feature films debuting on HBO within a lag of between eight months to one year on average from their initial theatrical release – on Saturday nights (usually around 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time; the Pacific Time Zone broadcast of the premiered film airs later in the evening when a live special – most commonly, a telecast of HBO World Championship Boxing[image: External link] or HBO Boxing After Dark[image: External link] – is scheduled to air that particular Saturday, with the special being shown after the movie on the Eastern Time Zone feed). The main HBO channel mainly airs R-rated films only after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific, but does air certain TV-MA rated programs during the daytime hours.



	A secondary channel that features a separate schedule of theatrical and original made-for-cable movies, series and specials, as well as same-week rebroadcasts of newer films, boxing events and episodes of HBO original series aired recently on the primary channel. Unlike the main HBO channel, HBO2 broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours. Launched on August 1, 1991, the channel was renamed HBO Plus on April 1, 1998, but reverted to the original "HBO2" name in September 2002. In Latin America, a regional version of HBO2 rebroadcasts movies previously aired on the main HBO Latin America[image: External link] channel, and HBO Plus functions as a separate channel.



	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Comedy features comedic films, as well as rebroadcasts of HBO's original comedy series and stand-up specials; the channel broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours, but only airs adult comedy specials at night.



	Launched in December 1996,[57] HBO Family features movies and series aimed at children, as well as feature films intended for a broader family audience. It airs a block[image: External link] of series aimed at preschoolers, "HBO Family Jam", each morning from 6:00 to 11:00 a.m. and weekday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time; films and family-oriented original specials fill out the remainder of the channel's daily schedule.[61][62] All films broadcast on HBO Family are rated G, PG or PG-13 (or the equivalent[image: External link] TV-G, TV-PG or TV-14); R-rated films and TV-MA rated programs are not broadcast on the channel. Prior to El Perro y El Gato's migration of first-run episodes to the channel in January 2018, children's programs formerly ran on the main HBO channel in the form of a daily morning block, with specials airing during the late afternoon/early evening hours; these programs migrated entirely to HBO Family by the early 2000s.
HBO Family is HBO's third (and only successful) venture at a family-oriented pay service: two similarly formatted standalone mini-pay services that were launched by the network, Take 2 in 1979 and Festival in 1987, both ceased operations after short existences. Despite being a premium service, cable providers have occasionally used HBO Family to temporarily replace television stations that were dropped due to carriage disputes[image: External link] with providers such as during Hearst Television[image: External link]'s 2012 dispute with Time Warner Cable that resulted in TWC's associated Bright House Networks[image: External link] system substituting independent station WMOR-TV[image: External link] with the channel in Tampa, Florida[image: External link],[63] and a dispute between Cox Communications[image: External link] and LIN TV[image: External link] in which HBO Family temporarily replaced Fox affiliate WVBT[image: External link] from Cox's Hampton Roads, Virginia[image: External link] system from January to February 2000.[64]





	Launched on October 31, 2000 (although originally slated to debut on September 18 of that year),[65] HBO Latino is a channel aimed at Hispanic and Latino American[image: External link] audiences that largely serves as a Spanish language simulcast of the primary HBO channel, with the exception of some limited program substitutions and different network promotions featured in-between programs (HBO and its other multiplex channels also utilize the second audio program function included on many television sets, and cable and satellite receivers to provide alternate Spanish language audio tracks of most programs). The channel's programming includes HBO original productions, Spanish and Portuguese series from HBO Latin America, dubbed versions of Hollywood blockbusters, Spanish-language films and boxing events (including the original boxing series Boxeo De Oro). The channel is the successor to HBO en Español (originally named Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax), which launched in 1989.



	HBO Signature features high quality films, HBO original series and specials. Launched in 1991, the channel was originally known as "HBO 3" until October 1998, when its format was changed from a genericized format similar to HBO and HBO2 to focusing on movies, series and specials targeted at a female audience.[58]




	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Zone airs movies and HBO original programs aimed at young adults between the ages of 18 to 34 years old. It is also the only HBO channel that broadcasts softcore pornographic[image: External link] programming, featuring adult-oriented movies similar to those seen on sister network Cinemax's Max After Dark[image: External link] block on most days in late-night.
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 Cinemax




See: Cinemax[image: External link]


On August 1, 1980, HBO launched Cinemax, a companion movie-based premium channel[66] created as HBO's answer to fellow movie-oriented pay service The Movie Channel (which operated as a standalone service at the time). Unlike HBO, Cinemax maintained a 24-hour schedule from its launch. The channel succeeded early on partly due to its reliance on movie classics from the 1950s to the 1970s – with some more recent films mixed in – that would be presented uncut and without commercial interruption, at a time when cable subscribers only received about three dozen channels due to limited headend[image: External link] channel capacity. In most cases, cable operators sold Cinemax and HBO as a single package, usually offered at a discount for customers that chose to subscribe to both channels.

In its early years, Cinemax carried music specials and some limited original programming such as Second City Television[image: External link] and Max Headroom[image: External link] in addition to movies, but the network subsequently become known among its subscribers for airing softcore adult films and series[image: External link] during the late night hours that contain strong sexual content[image: External link] and nudity (broadcasts of such programs are restricted from airing on the main Cinemax channel before 11:30 p.m. Eastern Time),[67][68] and eventually began producing original action series in August 2011.[68] Beginning with the launch of Cinemax 2 (now MoreMax) in 1991, Cinemax has gradually launched its own set of multiplex services; as of 2015, in addition to its main feed and MoreMax, Cinemax operates five additional channels: ActionMax (which originally launched as Cinemax 3 in 1995); ThrillerMax (which launched in 1998);[58] MovieMax (which originally launched as WMax in 2001); Cinemáx (a Spanish language simulcast feed, which originally launched as the separately formatted @Max in 2001) and 5StarMax (which originally launched in 2001).[69][70][71]
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 Other services
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 HBO HD




HBO HD is a high definition[image: External link] simulcast feed of HBO that broadcasts in the 1080i[image: External link][verification needed[image: External link]] resolution format.[2] In addition to its main channel, HBO also operates high definition simulcast feeds of its six multiplex channels. HBO HD is available on most major cable providers including Cox Communications; DirecTV[image: External link]; Charter Communications[image: External link]; Time Warner Cable; Dish Network[image: External link]; Comcast[image: External link]; AT&T U-verse[image: External link]; Optimum[image: External link]; and Verizon FiOS[image: External link], although few providers offer all seven multiplex channels in HD. The main channel first began broadcasting in high definition on March 6, 1999.[46]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 HBO on Demand




HBO on Demand is the channel's subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service; launched on July 1, 2001 on Time Warner Cable's Columbia, South Carolina system, it was the first subscription VOD service offered by a premium channel in the United States.[47] HBO on Demand offers a selection of movies, original series and specials previously seen on the network.[72] The service is provided at no additional cost to HBO subscribers, who already regularly pay a premium fee to cable and satellite providers to receive access to the channel. HBO launched the VOD service in an effort to allow subscribers access to the channel's programming on their own schedules, thereby reducing the frequency in which viewers were unable to find a program they would like to watch as well as limiting cancellations to the service for that same reason. HBO on Demand features a rotating selection of films, specials and series, with select new titles added each Friday alongside existing program titles held over from the previous one to two weeks.

The standard definition and high definition versions of the HBO on Demand service are available on most cable and satellite providers, delivered to customers who subscribe to the linear HBO channels at no additional charge. On January 3, 2011, HBO became the first premium channel and the first cable network to offer a 3D[image: External link]-only VOD service as it launched a subscription video on demand service offering select feature films in 3D to Time Warner Cable, Comcast and Verizon FiOS customers who subscribe to the HBO service.[73]

In the United Kingdom, a domestic version of HBO on Demand launched on TalkTalk TV[image: External link] in 2015, available through the provider's box sets as a strictly buy-and-keep service.
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 HBO Go




See: HBO Go[image: External link]


On February 18, 2010, HBO launched HBO Go, a service that carries 1,000 hours of program content available for streaming in standard or high definition, intended as a TV Everywhere[image: External link] service available only to existing subscribers of the linear HBO television channels (a requirement necessary to access its content via streaming devices such as Roku[image: External link] and Apple TV[image: External link], and select video game consoles[image: External link], as well as via its website and mobile apps). Content available on HBO Go includes theatrically released films as well as HBO original programs, movies, comedy specials, documentaries, sports and late night adult programming.[74]
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 HBO Now




See: HBO Now


On October 15, 2014, HBO announced plans to launch an over-the-top[image: External link] subscription video on demand service in 2015, which would be distributed as a standalone offering that does not require an existing television subscription to use.[75][76][77] The service, HBO Now, was unveiled on March 9, 2015, and officially launched one month later on April 7.[14][78][79][80] The service was initially available via Apple Inc.[image: External link] to Apple TV[image: External link] and iOS[image: External link] devices for a three-month exclusivity period following its formal launch, before becoming available for subscription through other participating Internet service providers[image: External link].[14][78] Available for $15 per month, HBO Now is identical to HBO Go in terms of content and features. New episodes of HBO series are made available for streaming the same day, and usually at the same time, as their original broadcast on the main linear HBO channel. Apple's App Store[image: External link] features promotions offering free one-month trials or other incentives to subscribe to HBO Now, as the program is in partnership with Apple Inc. and Apple TV.[81] The number of HBO Now subscribers reached over 2 million by February 2017.[6]
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 Programming




HBO's programming schedule currently consists largely of theatrically released feature films – which occupy the majority of its daily schedule – and original series primarily aimed at adults (including, as of April 2016, dramas such as Game of Thrones, The Leftovers[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link], and comedies such as Girls[image: External link], Veep[image: External link], Ballers[image: External link], Last Week Tonight[image: External link] and Silicon Valley[image: External link]). In addition, HBO also carries original made-for-TV movies, sports events and sports-centric documentary and magazine series, documentary films, behind-the-scenes specials, and concert and stand-up comedy specials. The network primarily airs most of its original programs on its main channel after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time, although it airs select original series and made-for-cable movies as well as certain documentaries during the daytime hours; these programs also air at various times on HBO's multiplex channels. HBO Signature, HBO Family, HBO Comedy and HBO Zone also each carry archived HBO programming, airing repeats of former original series and specials dating back to the 1990s.

HBO has long maintained a policy not to run R-rated films on its primary channel between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time;[82][83] this policy (which may have once stemmed from HBO's availability on analog cable tiers, while its multiplex channels generally required a digital cable[image: External link] subscription or at least scrambling) remains in place as of 2016, despite the existence of the V-chip[image: External link] and other premium services having incorporated R-rated films onto their daytime schedules starting in the mid-1980s. The policy was also applied to all TV-MA rated programs after the TV Parental Guidelines[image: External link] were implemented on January 1, 1997; however the main HBO channel began airing a limited amount of TV-MA rated original series, movies and documentaries that contain some strong profanity and violence, but are largely devoid of nudity, and graphic violent or sexual content on weekends before 8:00 p.m. Eastern in 2010.[84] However, HBO does occasionally rebroadcast R-rated films as early as 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time as part of its Sunday rebroadcast of the prior Saturday's movie premiere telecast, depending on the length of the film and the scheduling of any HBO original series that air after it.

Outside of HBO Family, which does not run any programs with either a TV-MA or R rating,[85] HBO's other multiplex channels will air TV-MA and R-rated programming during morning and afternoon time periods. HBO also does not typically allow most NC-17 rated films to be aired on the primary channel or its multiplex channels.

HBO pioneered the free preview[image: External link] concept – which has since become a standard in the pay television industry – in 1973, as part of a plan to increase subscribership of the channel.[86] Cable providers were originally granted permission to carry HBO on a local origination channel in order for those who are not subscribers the ability to view the channel for a limited number of days; with the advent of digital cable and satellite, providers now unencrypt the designated slots of each HBO channel during preview periods. Until the mid-1990s, on-air promotions featured between programs were replaced (and later, merely interspersed) with interstitials featuring on-air hosts asking viewers to subscribe to the service. Although participation was voluntary,[87] preview events are carried by most major and some smaller pay television providers (the number of providers and the providers that choose to offer the event varies depending on the given free preview period, and may not be carried on all systems owned by a multiple system operator[image: External link] unless at the provider's discretion); HBO currently offers between three and five preview events each year to participating providers (which are normally scheduled to coincide with the premiere of a new or returning original series, and in the past, a high-profile special or feature film).

The network also produces short segments promoting new movies with the cooperation of the film studios that hold releasing rights to the projects. These usually consist of either interstitial segments providing a behind-the-scenes look at the making of an upcoming/recently released film, with interviews with the actors and principal crew, or red carpet[image: External link] coverage, which are almost universally produced by studios with which HBO and Cinemax maintain exclusive premium television broadcast rights. Depending on their length or content, these are either aired as part of the feature segment HBO News (formerly titled HBO Entertainment News from 1988 to 2007), which airs during extended promotional breaks between programs and runs between three and five minutes, or as part of HBO First Look, a series of documentary-style interstitial specials (usually running 15 to 20 minutes in length, with no set schedule) that debuted in 1992. These segments, particularly episodes of First Look, have also often been included as bonus features on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] releases of the films that were profiled (many of which have aired on HBO and Cinemax once they reached their pay-cable distribution windows), though broadcasts of these interstitials have begun to be reduced to only a few episodes per year as HBO has focused on its higher-profile, long-form original programming instead and studios have internally produced behind-the-scenes featurettes for their films for exclusive physical and digital media release.

During the "Executive Actions" symposium held by The Washington Post[image: External link] and George Washington University[image: External link] in April 2015 (shortly after the launch of the HBO Now streaming service), HBO CEO Richard Plepler said that he does not want the network to be akin to Netflix[image: External link] in which users "binge watch[image: External link]" its television shows and film content, saying "I don't think it would have been a great thing for HBO or our brand if that had been gobbled up in the first week[...] I think it was very exciting for the viewer to have that mystery held out for an extended period of time." Pleper cited that he feels that binge watching does not correlate with the culture of HBO and HBO watchers.[88]
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 Original programming




Since the early 1980s, HBO has produced original programming, which include dramatic and comedic series, in addition to its slate of theatrical films. Most of these shows are intended for adults (and, with limited exceptions, are typically assigned TV-MA ratings[image: External link]), often featuring high amounts of profanity, violence, sexual themes and/or nudity that would be much more difficult to get on basic cable[image: External link] or over-the-air broadcast channels, out of fear of losing sponsors. However some of its original programs, primarily those produced before 2001, have also been aimed at families or children; most of these type of programs have migrated to HBO Family, though HBO has produced very few newer family-oriented series for either channel since that point. In a notable example, HBO ventured back into children's programming with its acquisition of the first-run and streaming rights to Sesame Street, a long-running children's television series that had previously aired on PBS for the vast majority of its run, in the aforementioned deal with Sesame Workshop that was announced in August 2015.[49]

In addition to maintaining rights to films from various distributors, HBO also produces its own made-for-cable movies[image: External link] through HBO Films[image: External link]; the film division, originally named HBO Pictures, began producing original movies for the network in 1983 with the debut of The Terry Fox Story. Unlike most television films produced for cable television, most of the original movies produced by HBO have featured major film actors over the years, ranging from James Stewart[image: External link] to Michael Douglas[image: External link]. The channel also produces stand-up comedy specials, which were formerly broadcast under the On Location[image: External link], HBO Comedy Hour and HBO Comedy Half-Hour banners, which periodically premiere on certain Saturday nights when a boxing match or movie is not scheduled during the late prime time slots.

One of HBO's first successful specials was The Bette Midler Show in 1976, which launched the Standing Room Only[image: External link] concert series. For a time in the early 1980s, HBO produced a concert special almost every other month, featuring major music stars such as Boy George[image: External link] and The Who[image: External link]. After MTV's successful rollout in 1981, the Standing Room Only series began to produce fewer concerts, but focused more on "world class" music events featuring artists such as Elton John[image: External link], Tina Turner[image: External link] and Barbra Streisand[image: External link], as well as fundraisers such as Farm Aid[image: External link].[24] The On Location comedy specials, which presented a stand-up comedian's performance in its entirety and uncut, began in 1975 with a special starring Robert Klein[image: External link]. The first of twelve concert specials televised by the network featuring George Carlin[image: External link] aired on HBO in 1977 as part of On Location, featuring Carlin's first televised performance of his classic routine, "The Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television[image: External link]".[24] As other cable channels incorporated comedy specials due to their inexpensive format, HBO began to model its strategy with its comedy specials after its music programming, focusing on a few specials each year featuring popular comedians.[24]
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 Movie library




As of May 2016, HBO – as well as its sister channel Cinemax – maintains exclusive first-run film licensing agreements with network sister company Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] since 2005, and Castle Rock Entertainment[image: External link]),[89] 20th Century Fox[image: External link] since 1979 (including content from subsidiaries 20th Century Fox Animation[image: External link], Blue Sky Studios[image: External link], New Regency Productions[image: External link], and Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link]),[90] Universal Studios[image: External link] since 2003 (including content from subsidiaries Universal Animation Studios[image: External link], Working Title Films[image: External link], Illumination Entertainment[image: External link] and Focus Features[image: External link]),[91][92] Summit Entertainment[image: External link] since 2013,[93] and DreamWorks[image: External link] since 1996 (excluding films that DreamWorks co-produces in conjunction with Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], with rights to live action co-productions by the two studios being held by Showtime).[94][95]

The first-run film output agreement with Fox was renewed by HBO for ten years on August 15, 2012 (with a provision allowing the studio to release its films through digital platforms such as iTunes[image: External link] and Amazon during a film's term of license with the channel for the first time),[96] and the Universal output deal was renewed for ten years on January 6, 2013 (with the exception of certain animated films that HBO can offer to pass over to the Netflix[image: External link] streaming service).[97] The first-run output deal with Summit Entertainment was renewed by HBO for an additional four years on March 1, 2016.[98] Since 2008, HBO also holds exclusive pay cable rights to its own in-house theatrical films made through HBO Films.

HBO also shows sub-runs – runs of films that have already received broadcast or syndicated television airings – of theatrical films from Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiary Republic Pictures[image: External link], both for films released prior to 2003), Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], Touchstone Pictures, Hollywood Pictures[image: External link], and former subsidiary and current independently operated studio Miramax Films[image: External link]), Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Columbia Pictures[image: External link], Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Screen Gems[image: External link] and former HBO sister company TriStar Pictures[image: External link], all for films released prior to 2005), Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries United Artists[image: External link], Orion Pictures[image: External link] and The Samuel Goldwyn Company[image: External link]), and Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] (for films released prior to 2004).[99]

Films to which HBO holds the pay cable rights will usually also run on Cinemax during their licensing term, although some feature films from the aforementioned studios that the two channels have broadcast rights to will make their premium television debut on HBO several weeks before their premiere on Cinemax and vice versa.
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 Former first-run contracts




During the early years of premium cable, it was not uncommon for multiple pay television services, including HBO, Showtime and The Movie Channel (and later, Cinemax), to hold broadcast rights to the same feature films. HBO began purchasing exclusive rights to broadcast select individual films in the late 1970s; these gradually expanded to exclusive output deals (which are commonplace with North American premium channels to this day), in which a pay service enters into a licensing agreement to broadcast movies from a particular film studio over a period of years. HBO signed its first major exclusive film output deal with Columbia Pictures in the early 1980s.[100] During the 1980s, HBO also held rights to films from TriStar Pictures (whose output deal with HBO, as well as that with Columbia Pictures, expired after 2004) and Orion Pictures;[101][102] as of February 2013, rival premium channel Starz[image: External link] has an exclusive deal with Sony Pictures Entertainment, and is the rightsholder to all newer films from Columbia and TriStar.[103]

Films released by Paramount Pictures between mid-1988 and late 1997 were broadcast on HBO;[104] rival premium channel Showtime assumed pay television rights to Paramount-released films in 1998, and held them until 2008, with the rights being turned over to upstart pay service Epix[image: External link] (which Paramount and its corporate parent Viacom[image: External link] partially owns) the following year.[105][106] HBO relinquished its deal with DreamWorks Pictures to broadcast its live-action films at the end of 2010, when the distribution rights shifted from Paramount Pictures to Touchstone Pictures (whose films are broadcast by Showtime through a distribution agreement with the Walt Disney Motion Pictures Group).[107] HBO's contract with DreamWorks Animation[image: External link] expired after 2012, at which time Netflix assumed pay television rights to that studio's releases.[108]
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 Sports programming




HBO broadcasts a limited amount of sports programming as well as sports-related discussion and documentary series produced by the channel's HBO Sports division; HBO – through its parent holding company Home Box Office Inc. – also operates HBO PPV (formerly TVKO), which serves as a distributor of major boxing[image: External link] events for pay-per-view[image: External link].

HBO's first sports broadcast was of a New York Rangers-Vancouver Canucks NHL game, transmitted to a Service Electric cable system in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on November 8, 1972; the channel continued to air select NHL hockey games through the mid-1970s. HBO has long been known for its telecasts of boxing matches (which usually air on Saturday nights every two to three weeks on average), including those shown on its flagship sports program HBO World Championship Boxing. On September 30, 1975, the "Thrilla in Manila" boxing match between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier aired on HBO and was the first program on the pay cable network to be broadcast via satellite. That same year[image: External link], HBO began airing coverage of Wimbledon[image: External link]; it held contractual rights to coverage of the tennis tournament through 1999[image: External link], when it lost the rights to sister network TNT[image: External link] (owned by Time Warner's Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] subsidiary).

In 1973, HBO aired a World Wide Wrestling Federation[image: External link] event from Madison Square Garden[image: External link], headlined by a match between George Steele[image: External link] and Pedro Morales[image: External link]. During the mid-1970s, HBO aired several basketball games from the National Basketball Association[image: External link] and the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (notably, the last ABA Finals game[image: External link] in 1976, prior to the latter league's merger with the NBA, between the New York Nets[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link]). HBO also aired Professional Bowlers Association[image: External link] (PBA) events during the 1970s; Dick Stockton[image: External link] served as the play-by-play[image: External link] announcer and Skee Foremsky acted as the color commentator[image: External link] for the bowling[image: External link] telecasts.[109]

In 1977, HBO premiered the channel's longest-running program, and its first sports-related documentary and analysis series Inside the NFL[image: External link], featuring game reviews of National Football League[image: External link] games from the previous week of the league season as well as interviews with players, coaches and team management; HBO canceled the program in February 2008 after 30 seasons (the program was later acquired by rival premium channel Showtime, which began airing the series in September 2008). HBO expanded its boxing slate in September 1996, with the launch of Boxing After Dark, a program which showcases fights from up-and-coming boxing talents.

The network would build upon Inside the NFL with debut of additional sports talk and documentary programs: Race for the Pennant[image: External link] (concerning the Major League Baseball[image: External link] season, running from 1978 to 1992), Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel[image: External link] (which debuted in 1998), On the Record with Bob Costas[image: External link] (which debuted in 2001, and was revamped as Costas Now[image: External link] in 2005, ending in 2009), and Joe Buck Live[image: External link] (which ran for one season in 2009). In 2001, HBO and NFL Films[image: External link] began to jointly produce the documentary series Hard Knocks[image: External link], which follows an individual NFL[image: External link] team each season during training camp[image: External link] and their preparations for the upcoming football season.[24][110]

HBO Sports has been headed by several well-known television executives over the years, including its founder Steve Powell (later head of programming at ESPN[image: External link]), Dave Meister (later head of the Tennis Channel[image: External link]), Seth Abraham (later head of MSG Network[image: External link]),[24] and Ross Greenburg[image: External link].
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 Documentaries




Many of HBO's documentary series appear under the America Undercover[image: External link] brand, the regular features of which have been Real Sex[image: External link] (a late night magazine-formatted series of specials that ran from 1992 to 2009, which frankly explored a variety of mainstream and non-mainstream sexual matters[24]) and Autopsy[image: External link]. One of the most notable America Undercover specials was 1985's Soldiers in Hiding, focusing on homeless[image: External link] veterans of the Vietnam War[image: External link] living in the wilderness, which won the first Academy Award[image: External link] for a cable television service in the Best Documentary category (although HBO has had some of its documentaries enter limited theatrical release to qualify for Oscar nominations in later years).[24] HBO is also noted for its Sports of the 20th Century documentary brand. One of its most recent documentaries was Dare to Dream, about the U.S. Women's Soccer Team[image: External link] and their effort to make a difference, and featured Mia Hamm[image: External link], Kristine Lilly[image: External link], Brandi Chastain[image: External link], Joy Fawcett[image: External link] and Julie Foudy[image: External link].

HBO's first successful documentary aired in 1979, the six-part series Time Was[image: External link], which featured host Dick Cavett[image: External link] being inserted into seminal events occurring between the 1920s and the 1970s. 1981's She's Nobody's Baby, produced by Ms.[image: External link] magazine, was another well-known documentary tracing the evolution in the societal role of American women during the 20th Century; the special earned HBO the first Peabody Award[image: External link] won by a pay television service.[111] Since then, the network has brought home numerous Peabody Awards for its documentary films.[112] HBO had also broadcast informational documentaries produced in partnership with Consumer Reports[image: External link] starting in 1980, focusing on subjects from product safety to finance to health.[24] One such documentary, AIDS: Everything You and Your Family Need to Know…But Were Afraid to Ask, which aired in 1987 at the height of the AIDS[image: External link] epidemic in the U.S., provided factual information on AIDS and HIV[image: External link] and was hosted by then-Surgeon General[image: External link] C. Everett Koop[image: External link].[24]

In 2004, guided by human rights activist Ansar Burney[image: External link], an HBO team for Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel used a hidden camera to document slavery and torture in secret desert camps where boys under the age of five were trained to race camels[image: External link], a national sport in the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] (UAE). This half-hour investigative report exposed a carefully hidden child slavery[image: External link] ring that bought or kidnapped[image: External link] hundreds of young boys in Pakistan and Bangladesh, who were then forced to become camel jockeys in the UAE. The report also questioned the sincerity of U.S. diplomacy in pressuring the UAE, an ally to the United States, to comply with its own stated policy of banning the use of children under 15 from camel racing. The documentary won a Sports Emmy Award in 2004 for "Outstanding Sports Journalism" and the 2006 Alfred I. duPont–Columbia University Award[image: External link] for "Outstanding Broadcast Journalism". It also brought worldwide attention to the plight of child camel jockeys in the Middle East and helped the Ansar Burney Trust to convince the governments of Qatar[image: External link] and the UAE to end the use of children in the sport.

In 2006, film director Spike Lee[image: External link] made a two-part four-hour documentary on Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] called When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts[image: External link]. Also in 2006, documentary artist Lauren Greenfield[image: External link] directed a feature-length film about four young women struggling with eating disorders[image: External link] seeking treatment at the Renfrew Clinic in Florida, called Thin[image: External link]. 2008 saw the U.S. television premiere of Baghdad High[image: External link], a documentary that depicted the lives of four boys attending a high school in Baghdad[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], over the course of one year in the form of a video diary that was filmed by the boys themselves, who were given video cameras for the project.[113]

In November 2008, HBO paid low seven figures for U.S. television rights to Amy Rice and Alicia Sams's documentary, By the People: The Election of Barack Obama[image: External link]. The film covers Obama's 2006 trip to Africa, his presidential primary campaign, the 2008 general election[image: External link] and his inauguration[image: External link]. The documentary received theatrical release in New York City and Los Angeles, and aired on HBO in November 2009.[114]

In November 2012, HBO aired a four-part documentary titled Witness, each part of which is devoted to covering photojournalists in four conflict regions: Juarez[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro[image: External link].[115] On March 28, 2013, the channel premiered the Alexandra Pelosi[image: External link]-directed documentary Fall to Grace[image: External link], about former New Jersey Governor[image: External link] Jim McGreevey[image: External link], who resigned from the post in 2011 following the revelation of an infidelity scandal that led McGreevey to come out as gay[image: External link].[116][117] On April 10, 2013, HBO aired 50 Children: The Rescue Mission of Mr. and Mrs. Kraus, a documentary about the story of Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, a Jewish couple from Philadelphia[image: External link] who traveled to Nazi Germany[image: External link] in 1939 and, with the help of the B'rith Sholom[image: External link] fraternal organization, saved Jewish children in Vienna[image: External link] from likely death in The Holocaust[image: External link] by finding them new homes in Philadelphia. In April 2013, the channel aired the documentary An Apology to Elephants[image: External link], about the purported abuse and brutal treatment of elephants.
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 Other ventures




In addition to its linear television channels, HBO has entered into other ventures:
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 Television channels





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Take 2




In April 1979, HBO launched its first attempt at a spin-off service, Take 2. Designed as a family-oriented mini-pay service, Take 2 was essentially formatted as an alternative to HBO, without any R-rated program content. The channel was ultimately deemed a major failure due to low subscribership and limited carriage by cable providers, and ceased operations late that summer.[100] HBO management analysized the mistakes that led to Take 2's downfall, which would result in the development of the network's second and more successful attempt at a secondary pay service, the movie-focused Cinemax, which launched on August 1, 1980.
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 Festival




In 1987,[ specify[image: External link]] HBO launched the premium channel Festival,[118] a separate service that was distinctively programmed to provide family-friendly[image: External link] fare, which featured classic[image: External link] and recent hit movies, as well as HBO's original specials (which were branded when broadcast on the channel under the banner "Centerstage", which featured stand-up comedy, concert specials and ice skating[image: External link] shows) and documentaries.

Festival, whose on-air slogan was Quality Entertainment You Welcome Home,[119] had also broadcast collections of feature films featuring a particular movie star (known as "Star Salutes"). What differed Festival from HBO was that the former channel was programmed as a family-oriented service. Atypical for a premium service, Festival featured edited versions of R-rated movies that were recut in order to fit a PG rating and allowed only high-quality series, specials and movies to be broadcast on the channel's schedule.[120]

As Festival was designed as a mini-pay premium service (formatted similarly to Take 2 before it), the cost of a monthly subscription of the channel was also priced lower than that of HBO and Cinemax. Festival provided its subscribers with a color 20-page monthly program guide. Like HBO, Festival also ran occasional free preview periods, such as the October 30 to November 2, 1987 preview hosted by Tony Randall[image: External link]. However, the channel suffered from insufficient cable carriage as only a few providers carried Festival; as such, it could not compete with then-fellow premium service The Disney Channel[image: External link], which also maintained a family-oriented programming format (that service would convert into a basic cable channel in April 1997). Festival would eventually shut down in late 1988[ specify[image: External link]].[35][118]
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 The Comedy Channel / Comedy Central




See: The Comedy Channel (United States)[image: External link] and Comedy Central[image: External link]


In 1989, HBO created The Comedy Channel, a basic cable channel[image: External link] that featured clips excerpted from stand-up comedy sets, comedic feature films and television series (using a programming model similar to the original format of MTV),[35] which launched on November 15 of that year. The channel competed with another startup comedy-oriented cable channel that debuted the following year, Viacom-owned Ha!: The TV Comedy Network[image: External link], which focused on reruns of older network sitcoms. Both channels suffered from insufficient cable carriage (both Ha! and The Comedy Channel each had fewer than 10 million subscribers). This resulted in Viacom and HBO reaching an agreement to merge Ha! and The Comedy Channel into a single channel called CTV: The Comedy Network, which debuted on April 1, 1991;[121] the channel subsequently changed its name three months later to Comedy Central due to confusion and potential legal issues with Canadian broadcaster, the CTV Television Network[image: External link]. Time Warner/HBO exited the venture when Viacom bought out its 50% stake in Comedy Central for $1.23 billion in April 2003.[122]
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 Television and film production




HBO formed the production company HBO Independent Productions in 1990, which mainly served to produce sitcoms[image: External link] for broadcast television and basic cable (which included series such as Martin[image: External link], Roc[image: External link], The Ben Stiller Show[image: External link] and Everybody Loves Raymond[image: External link]). HBO Downtown Productions[image: External link] was formed one year later, producing comedy specials for HBO, as well as program content for Comedy Central (such as Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher[image: External link] and Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist[image: External link]).

HBO also operates HBO Films, which was established in 1999 as a reconfiguration and consolidation of two separate movie divisions operated by Home Box Office Inc., HBO NYC Productions and HBO Pictures. HBO also operated another film division called HBO Showcase, which began operations in 1986; it was shut down in 1996 and was relaunched as HBO NYC Productions.

HBO also participated in a number of joint ventures[image: External link] in film production:


	In 1982, HBO entered into a joint venture with Columbia Pictures[image: External link] and CBS Theatrical Films[image: External link] to form Tri-Star Pictures[image: External link] (the hyphen[image: External link] was dropped from the name in 1991), in order to pool resources to split the ever-growing costs of making feature films. Tri-Star's first production, The Natural[image: External link], was released in 1984. CBS sold its ownership stake in the studio in November 1985.[123] In April 1987, Tri-Star entered into the television production business with the formation of Tri-Star Television[image: External link]. HBO relinquished its stake in Tri-Star that December, with Columbia Pictures buying its venture shares and merging Columbia and Tri-Star into Columbia Pictures Entertainment. As of 2015, TriStar operates as a production arm of Sony Pictures Entertainment.

	In 1983, HBO entered into a limited partnership[image: External link] with Thorn EMI[image: External link] to create Silver Screen Partners[image: External link], which was the first LP of its kind that was developed for the purpose of financing the production of feature films. The studio only released seven films between 1983 and 1986, most of which were not commercial or critical successes, with the minor exception of the 1985 comedy film Volunteers[image: External link].[100]


	In 1993, HBO invested in upstart film production company Savoy Pictures[image: External link] (co-founded by Victor A. Kaufman and Lewis J. Korman). The studio held investments in other properties including Savoy Broadcasting, a minority-owned communications firm, that evolved into SF Broadcasting[image: External link] (which was operated in a joint venture with the Fox Broadcasting Company[image: External link], and affiliated its four stations[image: External link] with that network between September 1995 and January 1996). Savoy Pictures was unable to experience success with any of its feature film releases, and eventually folded in 1997.[100]


	In 2005, HBO Films and New Line Cinema formed Picturehouse[image: External link], a worldwide theatrical distribution company for high-quality independent films[image: External link]. The company was shut down in 2008 as part of the consolidation of New Line with its sister studio Warner Bros. Entertainment (Picturehouse CEO[image: External link] Bob Berney would later resurrect the studio as an independent entity from Time Warner).[100]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home video




As objections to the advent of home video[image: External link] from factions of the entertainment industry began to die down, in November 1984, HBO partnered with independent film distributor Thorn EMI to form Thorn EMI/HBO Video.[124] Thorn EMI cut various distribution agreements with smaller film production companies that did not have their own home video units, such as Orion Pictures and New Line Cinema.[35] In 1986, Cannon Films[image: External link] bought out Thorn EMI's interest in the unit, which was accordingly renamed HBO/Cannon Video. Cannon dropped out of the venture by 1987 after the studio took a financial hit following its attempt at a series of larger budget films that did not experience box office success; the unit was then renamed HBO Video.[35] Over time, HBO Video (which eventually became HBO Home Entertainment by the early 2010s[image: External link]) shifted away from releasing films from independent studios to releasing HBO's catalog of original programs and films on DVD and Blu-ray Disc.[35]
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 Merchandising




Various products have been marketed that have used the HBO trademark and/or are based around the channel's programming. In 2005, HBO entered into an agreement with Cingular Wireless[image: External link] to establish HBO Mobile, a pre- smartphone[image: External link] era mobile web service.[125] Operating as a pay service (a model similar to that used by the channel itself), HBO Mobile featured information on HBO's original programming (including episode guides), mobile wallpapers[image: External link] and ringtones[image: External link] voiced by cast members of the channel's series (HBO Mobile also operated a similar service, HBO Family Mobile, which offered full-length episodes of the channel's children's programming). That same year, Mattel[image: External link] and Screenlife[image: External link] released a version of the DVD interactive game Scene It?[image: External link], featuring trivia relating to HBO's original series.
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 Branding




When HBO launched in 1972, its original logo was merely consisted of the "Home Box Office" name and a ticket stub surrounded by a lighted marquee[image: External link]. The original version of its current logo (designed by Bemis Balkind) was introduced in 1975, using an uppercase bold "HBO" text with a circle inside the 'O', which in turn cuts into the 'B'. The logo was modified in 1980 (although it did not completely replace the original version until 1981), with the 'B' and the 'O' becoming full letterforms, albeit continuing to be attached to each other. The simplicity of the logo makes it fairly easy to duplicate, something HBO has taken advantage of many times over the years.

The logo became iconic due to a program opening sequence produced in 1981 by New York City production firm Liberty Studios[image: External link], nicknamed "HBO in Space", which was used from September 20, 1982 to September 30, 1997.[126] The original full version begins with a window shot of a family (or alternately, a married couple) in an apartment sitting down to watch HBO on their television set (which was replaced by a cloudscape that faded into the city sequence in December 1983), which transitions to a fly-through over a constructed model cityscape and countryside. A starburst – or "stargate effect" – then occurs following a pan towards a star-filled sky (which begins a shorter version of the sequence), unveiling a chrome-plated HBO logo that flies and rotates into view; colored light beams encircle the side of the "O", then flash to a partially animated sequence featuring more lights racing counter-clockwise in its interior on a silver axis, revealing "HBO Feature Presentation" or another program type (such as "Standing Room Only", "HBO Special" or "On Location") in block text, before additional beams sweep across the text and shine, with more flashing into a fade to black. Most variants of this sequence were discontinued in 1986, except for the feature presentation (which was relegated to use only for the main prime time film), "Saturday Night Movie" and "Sunday Night Movie" variants (the latter two of which were discontinued in 1993). Many versions of the intro are available on YouTube[image: External link], including one uploaded to HBO's official YouTube channel.[127] The accompanying fanfare – originally composed for Score Productions[image: External link] by Ferdinand Jay Smith III of Jay Advertising[image: External link], who adapted the theme from the Scherzo movement of Antonín Dvořák[image: External link]'s Ninth Symphony[image: External link] – has become a musical signature for HBO, and has been used in feature presentation, upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers, and network IDs since 1998 with various arrangements from horns[image: External link] to piano[image: External link] being used over the years.

Another well-known HBO program opener, "Neon Lights", began movies airing outside of primetime from November 1, 1986, to September 30, 1997. The sequence, set to a synth and electric guitar theme, begins with a purple HBO logo on a film strip with blue, green and pink light rays shooting through it as the strip rotates out of view; the lights shoot through several glowing CG slots until a flash of light hits a field of spheres in varying colors, which zoom out to form a light purple HBO logo overlaid by a cursive magenta "Movie" script against a black background with rows of light purple spheres.[128] From 1997 to 1999, HBO used several feature presentation bumpers designed by Pittard Sullivan featuring the network logo in different situations (such as a fish in water, a celebrity in a limousine[image: External link], a large HBO logo chasing a man and a neon HBO logo on the rooftop of a building); these sequences were also used by the network as IDs from 1997 to 2002, and in upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers until 2000.

From September 1999 to April 1, 2011, HBO used a Pittard Sullivan-designed CGI feature presentation bumper sequence that features a flyover similar to the 1982 sequence, starting with the front of a movie theater featuring a marquee that reads "HBO Feature Presentation", and trekking through a country road, a snowy mountain road near a cliff and a desert road (respectively passing under a tower, tunnel and tanker truck shaped in the individual letters of the HBO logotype); this leads into a road in an urban neighborhood (with skyscrapers[image: External link] visible in the background) that becomes a bridge upon the city's downtown[image: External link] area, and lead to a slowing flyover toward and pan over an HBO logo-shaped lake that starts with several spotlights rapidly turning on and ends with a 3D animation of the "Feature Presentation" text. The closing animation that is seen both in the full version as well as a shorter version of the sequence (seen outside of weekend prime time films and Saturday film premieres, when the longer sequence was used).[129]

The sequence was replaced on April 2, 2011 – as part of a new graphics package implemented on that date across the HBO multiplex channels – by a much shorter opening sequence designed by Jesse Vartanian (who also designed CGI teaser commercials for HBO's premiere telecast of the 2010 film Avatar[image: External link]), consisting only of a dark background with faint light auroras around the HBO logo and a simple "Feature Presentation" text animation, accompanied by soft orchestral music.[130]

Another new opening sequence, done by Imaginary Forces, was implemented on March 4, 2017. The current intro combines live-action and CGI while also paying homage to the original 1982 sequence (to the point that the latter can be seen during the new intro).[131]

Unlike other pay television networks (including the multiplex channels of sister channel Cinemax), HBO does not brand its programming with on-screen logo bugs[image: External link] of the main network and each respective multiplex channel – although its multiplex channels do display logo bugs during promotional breaks between programs.[132]
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 Network slogans




Source:[133]




	

	
November 1972–August 1975: "This is HBO, the Home Box Office. Premium Subscription Television from Time-Life."

	
August 1975–June 1976: "Different and First"

	
June 1976–May 1978: "The Great Entertainment Alternative"

	
May 1978–October 1979: "The Home Box"

	
October 1979–March 1984: "HBO People Don't Miss Out"[134]


	
March 1984–May 1985: "There's No Place Like HBO"[135]


	
May 1985–July 1988: "Nobody Brings It Home Like HBO"[136]


	
July 1988–February 1989: "Watch Us Here on HBO"

	
November 1988–November 1991: "The Best Time on TV" (general slogan) and "The Best Movies" (promotional slogan for movies)

	
February 1989–July 1990: "Let's All Get Together"

	
October 1989–November 1990: "Simply The Best" ("The Best[image: External link]" by Tina Turner[image: External link] was used as the image theme)




	

	
November 1991–October 1993: "We're HBO"

	
October 1993–September 1995: "Just You Wait"[137]


	
September 1995–October 1996: "Something Special's On"[138]


	
October 1996–April 2009: "It's Not TV. It's HBO."[139]


	
2006–2009: "Get More" (slogan for the HBO website)

	
April 2009–present: "It's More Than You Imagined. It's HBO."

	
2010–2011: "This is HBO." (only used for IDs)

	
2011–present: "It's HBO."

	
2014–present: "So Original"
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 Criticism and controversies




Some conservatives[image: External link] have expressed criticism of HBO's original programming in recent years, contending that there is a strong liberal[image: External link] bias at Home Box Office, Inc.'s corporate level. These critics also claim that producers of HBO's programs tend to interject a liberal bias into storylines or favor progressive themes.[140][141][142][143] A 2012 study conducted by Buyology[image: External link] – to which a representative stated had used a "timed response" methodology to "gauge gut, emotional responses" – suggested that certain programs on HBO and rival premium service Showtime were more well-liked by Democratic voters compared to Republicans.[144] HBO management has denied allegations that it exhibits a political agenda in its programming.
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 International versions




See: HBO (international)[image: External link]


Since 1991, HBO has overseen a number of partnerships that operate HBO-branded television networks around the world. As the network was launched in new markets, the HBO brand has been used in several countries. HBO has established channels in various countries worldwide including Brazil, Canada, Eastern Europe[image: External link], India, Mexico, Pakistan, the Caribbean[image: External link], and Southeast Asia.

HBO also licenses its programming to air on certain other broadcast, cable channels and Video on demand[image: External link] services outside the United States, such as:


	
Sky Atlantic, which is available within the Republic of Ireland, Austria, the United Kingdom, Italy and Germany.

	
Ziggo Movies & Series XL[image: External link], Video on demand service in the Netherlands.

	HBO Nordic, Video on demand service in Scandinavia.

	
M-net EDGE[image: External link] which is available in Sub-Sahara Africa[image: External link].
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 See also





	
Captain Midnight (HBO)[image: External link], a 1986 incident in which HBO's signal was jammed to protest the scrambling of its signal for satellite dish users

	HBO Boxing[image: External link]

	HBO Films[image: External link]

	List of HBO video releases[image: External link]

	HBO Canada[image: External link]
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Game of Thrones (season 4)





The fourth season of the fantasy[image: External link] drama television series Game of Thrones premiered in the United States on HBO on April 6, 2014, and concluded on June 15, 2014. It was broadcast on Sunday at 9:00 pm in the United States, consisting of 10 episodes, each running approximately 50–60 minutes.[1] The season is adapted primarily from the second half of A Storm of Swords, along with elements of A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons, all novels from the A Song of Ice and Fire series by George R. R. Martin.[2] The series is adapted for television by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss.

HBO ordered the fourth season on April 2, 2013, which began filming in July 2013. The season was filmed primarily in Ireland, Northern Ireland and Croatia.

Game of Thrones features a large ensemble cast, including Peter Dinklage, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke and Kit Harington. The season introduced a number of new cast members, including Pedro Pascal[image: External link], Indira Varma, Michiel Huisman and Dean-Charles Chapman.

Critics praised the show's production values and cast, with specific accolades for Dinklage's portrayal of Tyrion Lannister. Viewership yet again rose compared to the previous season. It won 4 of the 19 Emmy Awards for which it was nominated.
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 Plot




In King's Landing, guests arrive for Joffrey Baratheon and Margaery Tyrell's wedding. Among those in attendance is Oberyn Martell, Prince of Dorne. After Joffrey is poisoned at his wedding by Margaery's grandmother, Olenna Tyrell, Cersei Lannister blames Tyrion for his death. Outraged at the kangaroo court[image: External link] presiding over his trial, Tyrion demands a trial by combat. Cersei chooses the Mountain as her champion and Oberyn offers to represent Tyrion. The trial ends in a victory for the Mountain and Tyrion is sentenced to death. Before he can be executed, Tyrion is freed by Jaime, who tells him Varys will smuggle him to the Free Cities. Tyrion, discovering that Shae had been sleeping with Tywin, strangles her before shooting Tywin and fleeing Westeros.

Sansa Stark successfully escapes King's Landing with the help of Petyr Baelish. Baelish smuggles her to the Vale, where she comes into conflict with her jealous aunt, Lysa Arryn. After Lysa witnesses Littlefinger kiss Sansa, she attempts to throw Sansa through the Moon Door, only for Littlefinger to push Lysa to her death. When Littlefinger is interrogated, Sansa defends him.

Meanwhile, Arya Stark and Sandor Clegane make way for the Eyrie. The duo arrive at the Eyrie days after Lysa Arryn's death and are denied entry; they then encounter Brienne of Tarth and Podrick Payne, who have been tasked by Jaime to bring the Stark sisters to safety. Brienne and the Hound fight, ending with the Hound grievously wounded. Arya leaves him to die. She encounters a Braavosi ship captain, who gives her passage after she shows him the coin Jaqen H'ghar gave her, and saying "valar morghulis".

Bran Stark, accompanied by the Reeds and Hodor, continues trying to find the three-eyed raven. Despite being held up by the mutineers at Craster's Keep and a wight attack that kills Jojen, Bran finally meets the three-eyed raven.

At the Wall, Jon Snow tries to warn his leaders about Mance Rayder's impending attack. Jon must also contend with the mutineers at Craster's Keep, led by the deranged Karl Tanner. The Wildlings launch an attack on Castle Black, leading to the deaths of many. Jon goes beyond the Wall to assassinate Rayder, only to be spared by the sudden arrival of Stannis Baratheon and his forces, who overwhelm the Wildlings and rescue the Night's Watch. Davos Seaworth and Stannis had successfully negotiated with the Iron Bank of Braavos to shift their support from the Lannisters to the Baratheons.

In the North, Roose Bolton aims to cement his hold. He orders his hunter, Locke, to kill Jon Snow and track down Bran and Rickon Stark, and sends Ramsay Snow to take Moat Cailin. Ramsay uses Theon Greyjoy to secure Moat Cailin. Roose rewards Ramsay by legitimizing him as a Bolton, and moves his seat to the former Stark stronghold of Winterfell.

Across the Narrow Sea, Daenerys Targaryen continues her conquest of Slaver's Bay by taking control of Meereen. Daenerys decides to remain in Meereen to learn to rule. Daenerys discovers that her trusted advisor, Jorah Mormont, had spied on her for Robert Baratheon, and exiles him. Daenerys learns that her dragon Drogon has begun killing humans; while she is unable to capture Drogon, she chains her other two dragons.
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	31
	1
	"Two Swords"
	D. B. Weiss
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 6, 2014
	6.64[3]



	Tywin oversees the reforging of Ice, the Stark[image: External link] ancestral sword, into two new swords, one for Jaime, who tries to deal with the loss of his sword hand and Cersei's love. Prince Oberyn Martell[image: External link], on behalf of his brother, Prince Doran of Dorne, arrives in King's Landing[image: External link] with his paramour, Ellaria Sand[image: External link], to attend the royal wedding and is welcomed by Tyrion. Oberyn openly reveals to Tyrion his motive for his visit: revenge against the Lannisters[image: External link] for the rape and murder of his sister, Elia[image: External link], wife of Prince Rhaegar[image: External link]. In the North, while Styr and his group of cannibal Thenns reinforce Tormund, Ygritte, and the other wildlings, Jon is released by Maester Aemon after confessing what he did during his time with the wildlings to gain information. In the Riverlands[image: External link], Arya and the Hound reclaim her sword, Needle, from Polliver, killing him and his men. In Essos[image: External link], Daenerys leads her army on a march towards Meereen, the last of the three great slave cities, though she is troubled by how her dragons are becoming less tame as they grow.



	32
	2
	"The Lion and the Rose"
	Alex Graves[image: External link]
	George R. R. Martin
	April 13, 2014
	6.31[4]



	Roose Bolton returns to the Dreadfort, where he blames Ramsay[image: External link] for mistreating Theon[image: External link], who has been brutalized into a subservient persona called 'Reek'. The former decides to find and kill the remaining Stark children, Bran and Rickon, who threaten the legitimacy of his new title, while tasking Ramsay to reclaim the territories under Ironborn occupation. In Dragonstone, Melisandre orders several people to be burned as a tribute to the Lord of Light, to the delight of Queen Selyse and the disgust of Davos and Shireen. In King's Landing, Tyrion ends his relationship with Shae[image: External link] to protect her from his family and has her shipped off to Pentos. Jaime begins training his left-handed swordplay with the help of Bronn. King Joffrey and Margaery Tyrell[image: External link] are wed. Later, at the Royal Wedding feast, tensions between Joffrey and Tyrion grow — just before the former succumbs to poisoned wine and dies. A grief-stricken Cersei accuses Tyrion of the murder and has him arrested, while Ser Dontos, a former knight, advises Sansa to leave with him in order to survive.



	33
	3
	"Breaker of Chains"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 20, 2014
	6.59[5]



	Tywin begins grooming Tommen to be the next king and enlists Oberyn and Mace Tyrell as his fellow judges for the impending trial of Tyrion, who decides to pick Jaime as his witness. Littlefinger, who hired Ser Dontos, kills him and smuggles Sansa out of King's Landing. In the Riverlands, Arya and Sandor encounter a benevolent farmer and his daughter, whom Sandor robs, to the Arya's disgust. In Dragonstone, Davos tries to figure out how to replenish Stannis' depleted forces and requests a loan from the Iron Bank of Braavos[image: External link] to pay for a group of mercenaries called the "Golden Company". In the North, Sam, fearing for Gilly's safety, has her and the baby moved out of Castle Black to nearby Mole's Town. Meanwhile, the wildlings continue to raid northern villages. The Night's Watch receive word that the band of Night's Watch mutineers have set up camp at Craster[image: External link]'s Keep. Jon tells the Watch to organize a party to attack the mutineers, as they cannot risk having any information about the weakness of Castle Black's defenses leak to Mance Rayder's approaching army. Daenerys lays siege to Meereen.



	34
	4
	"Oathkeeper"
	Michelle MacLaren[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	April 27, 2014
	6.95[6]



	Daenerys successfully captures Meereen amidst a slave revolt and immediately seeks justice for the slain slave children by nailing 163 masters to posts. At sea, Littlefinger admits to Sansa that he was involved in Joffrey's death. In King's Landing, Olenna, who is planning to leave, also implies to Margaery that she was involved in the poisoning and convinces her to seduce Tommen before Cersei has a chance to turn him against her. Jaime meets with Tyrion and is convinced of his innocence. However, Cersei is adamant about Tyrion's guilt and orders Jaime to hunt down and kill Sansa. Jaime instead tasks Brienne with finding and protecting her, giving her both his Valyrian sword and Podrick as her squire. In the North, in an effort to get rid of Jon, Alliser Thorne and Janos Slynt conspire to allow Jon to lead an expedition against the mutineers, who have captured Bran's party and forced him to reveal his identity. Further north, a White Walker takes Craster's last newborn son to a secret ritual site, where he is transformed into a Walker.



	35
	5
	"First of His Name"
	Michelle MacLaren
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 4, 2014
	7.16[7]



	Tommen is crowned king. Cersei meets with Margaery, Tywin, and Oberyn, hoping to sway them to her advantage in the coming trial against Tyrion. In the Vale, Littlefinger takes Sansa to the Eyrie, where she is to pose as his niece. He is then pressured to marry Lysa Arryn[image: External link] that same day. It is revealed that the pair killed Jon Arryn while framing the Lannisters. On the Kingsroad, the Hound catches Arya practicing her water dancing and angers her by mocking that fighting style and Syrio Forel[image: External link]. On the road, Brienne finds out that Podrick has no practical skills as a squire. However, she is impressed with the fact that he killed a Kingsguard in order to protect Tyrion. Beyond the Wall, Jon's group attacks the mutineers. Locke attempts to kidnap Bran in the confusion but is killed by Hodor, warged into by Bran. Bran and his company then continue their trek north while Jon's party kills all of the mutineers and burns down Craster's Keep. In Meereen, after Jorah informs her about the fallback to slavery of Astapor and Yunkai, Daenerys decides to postpone her invasion of Westeros to bring order to Slaver's Bay and pronounces herself queen.



	36
	6
	"The Laws of Gods and Men"
	Alik Sakharov[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	May 11, 2014
	6.40[8]



	In Essos, Davos manages to convince the Iron Bank to back Stannis while also resecuring Salladhor Saan and his pirates to Stannis' cause. In Meereen, Daenerys attempts to take on her new role as queen as she listens to the requests of her subjects, including nobleman Hizdahr zo Loraq and a man whose goats were killed by Daenerys' increasingly uncontrollable dragons. In the Dreadfort, Yara leads an attack in an effort to rescue Theon, who refuses to come with her, forcing her to escape. Ramsay rewards Theon for being obedient and, in order to take Moat Cailin, tasks him to pretend to be "Theon" instead of "Reek". In King's Landing, Tywin puts a bounty on the Hound's head and instructs Varys to continue spying on Daenerys. Later that day, Tyrion is brought to trial for Joffrey's murder. However, all of the witnesses brought in testify against him, including Ser Meryn Trant, Grand Maester Pycelle, Cersei, Varys and, to Tyrion's shock, Shae, who gives a solid testimony. Angry, humiliated, and defeated, Tyrion demands a trial by combat[image: External link].



	37
	7
	"Mockingbird"
	Alik Sakharov
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 18, 2014
	7.20[9]



	Cersei appoints the Mountain as her champion in the upcoming trial by combat, while both Jaime and Bronn refuse to fight for Tyrion. Oberyn steps up, seeking a chance to avenge Elia by killing the Mountain, who raped and killed her during the rebellion. Daenerys has sex with Daario before sending him off on a mission to deal with the resurgent slavers at Yunkai. Melisandre and Selyse prepare for their departure from Dragonstone, intending to take Shireen as well. Alliser Thorne rejects Jon's offer to seal the tunnel. Brienne and Podrick meet Hot Pie[image: External link] and learn of Arya's adventures. They then resolve to travel to the Vale, deducing she would go there in search of living relatives. In the Vale, Lysa is enraged when she witnesses Littlefinger kissing Sansa. Later, she threatens to push Sansa through the Moon Door, but Littlefinger intervenes and pushes Lysa to her death.



	38
	8
	"The Mountain and the Viper"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 1, 2014
	7.17[10]



	The wildlings attack Mole's Town. Gilly is discovered by Ygritte, who spares her. Ramsay forces Theon to get the Ironborn to surrender Moat Cailin. The Ironborn surrender in hopes of returning home but are flayed and slaughtered by Ramsay. As a reward for securing Moat Cailin, Roose legitimizes Ramsay as a Bolton. In the Vale, Sansa reveals to a council investigating Lysa's death her true identity and convinces the council of Littlefinger's innocence. While Littlefinger starts grooming Robin Arryn, Lysa's son, as the Lord of the Vale, the Hound and Arya arrive and are informed of Lysa's death. In King's Landing, the trial by combat starts. Oberyn gains the upper hand, but his desire to force the Mountain to confess his crimes gives the latter the chance to grab the former. He kills Oberyn by crushing his skull while confessing to the rape and murder of Elia. Tywin sentences Tyrion to death. In Essos, Barristan Selmy receives a letter intended for Jorah that pardons him as a reward for spying on Daenerys, who exiles him from Meereen as a result.



	39
	9
	"The Watchers on the Wall"
	Neil Marshall[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 8, 2014
	6.95[11]



	The Night's Watch prepares for the wildling invasion. Gilly and her son arrive at Castle Black, where Sam hides them in an underground room. The wildlings attack from both sides. Tormund's army gets through from the south and engages the Night's Watch. One giant manages to break through the tunnel leading into Castle Black but is killed by Grenn and five others, at the cost of their own lives. Alliser Thorne goes to fight in the southern part, leaving Janos Slynt in charge. However, Slynt proves to be incompetent and is tricked into going down the main level, effectively leaving Jon in charge. After watching Jon kill Styr, Ygritte prepares to kill him but is shot by Olly[image: External link]. Jon holds her in his arms as she dies. With the help of Jon's direwolf, Ghost, the Night's Watch secure the ground level of Castle Black, leading to Tormund's arrest. The wall climbers are obliterated by a massive scythe launched by the Watch. The wildlings retreat but not for long, Jon predicts. Seeing no other choice, Jon goes beyond the Wall to find and kill Mance Rayder.
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	Jon's negotiation with Mance Rayder is interrupted when Stannis and his army overrun the wildling camp, taking Mance as prisoner on the former's suggestion. Bran's party comes upon the large heart tree from his visions but is attacked by skeletal beasts, who kill Jojen; the others are saved by a child, who takes them to the three-eyed raven, revealed to be an old man. In the Vale, Brienne and Podrick come across Arya and the Hound, whom Brienne engages and critically wounds. He begs Arya to kill him, but she refuses and leaves with Brienne searching for her. She enters a ship headed to Braavos, intending to reunite with Jaqen H'ghar. Meanwhile, in King's Landing, Cersei orders Qyburn to do anything to save the Mountain, who is poisoned by Oberyn's blade. She gets involved with Jaime, who releases Tyrion. Tyrion later finds Shae in Tywin's bed and strangles her. He then confronts Tywin in the privy and kills him, escaping the city with Varys. In Meereen, Daenerys is visited by a citizen who brings the charred remains of his daughter, who was burned by Drogon. As a precaution, Daenerys chains her two other dragons in the catacombs.
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 Main cast







	

	
Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister


	
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau as Jaime Lannister


	
Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister


	
Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen


	
Kit Harington as Jon Snow


	
Aidan Gillen as Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish


	
Charles Dance as Tywin Lannister


	
Natalie Dormer as Margaery Tyrell[image: External link]


	
Liam Cunningham as Davos Seaworth


	
Stephen Dillane as Stannis Baratheon


	
Carice van Houten as Melisandre


	
Jack Gleeson[image: External link] as Joffrey Baratheon


	
Alfie Allen as Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] / "Reek"

	
Isaac Hempstead-Wright as Bran Stark





	

	
Sophie Turner as Sansa Stark


	
Maisie Williams as Arya Stark


	
John Bradley as Samwell Tarly


	
Rose Leslie[image: External link] as Ygritte


	
Kristofer Hivju as Tormund Giantsbane


	
Hannah Murray as Gilly


	
Rory McCann[image: External link] as Sandor "The Hound" Clegane


	
Gwendoline Christie as Brienne of Tarth


	
Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Snow/Ramsay Bolton[image: External link]


	
Conleth Hill as Varys


	
Jerome Flynn[image: External link] as Bronn


	
Sibel Kekilli[image: External link] as Shae[image: External link]


	
Iain Glen[image: External link] as Jorah Mormont
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 Guest cast




The recurring actors listed here are those who appeared in season 4. They are listed by the region in which they first appear.




	

	At and beyond the Wall




	
Owen Teale as Alliser Thorne


	
Peter Vaughan as Maester Aemon


	
Brian Fortune as Othell Yarwyck


	
Dominic Carter as Janos Slynt


	
Ben Crompton as Eddison Tollett


	
Noah Taylor[image: External link] as Locke

	
Mark Stanley[image: External link] as Grenn[image: External link]


	
Josef Altin[image: External link] as Pypar[image: External link]


	Luke Barnes as Rast[image: External link]


	
Burn Gorman[image: External link] as Karl Tanner

	
Brenock O'Connor as Olly[image: External link]


	
Lu Corfield[image: External link] as the Mole's Town madam

	
Lois Winstone[image: External link] as a Mole's Town prostitute

	
Ciarán Hinds as Mance Rayder


	Yuri Kolokolnikov as Styr

	
Ian Whyte as Dongo

	
Joseph Gatt[image: External link] as a Thenn warg

	Deirdre Monaghan as Morag

	Jane McGrath as Sissy

	
Thomas Sangster[image: External link] as Jojen Reed[image: External link]


	
Ellie Kendrick as Meera Reed[image: External link]


	
Kristian Nairn as Hodor[image: External link]


	
Struan Rodger[image: External link] as the Three-Eyed Raven

	Octavia Alexandru as Leaf

	
Richard Brake as the Night King


	
Ross Mullan[image: External link] as White Walkers[image: External link]





	In the North




	
Michael McElhatton as Roose Bolton


	
Elizabeth Webster as Walda Bolton

	
Gemma Whelan[image: External link] as Yara Greyjoy[image: External link]


	
Charlotte Hope[image: External link] as Myranda[image: External link]





	In the Vale




	
Lino Facioli[image: External link] as Robin Arryn


	
Kate Dickie[image: External link] as Lysa Arryn[image: External link]


	
Rupert Vansittart[image: External link] as Yohn Royce


	
Alisdair Simpson[image: External link] as Donnel Waynwood




	

	In King's Landing




	
Dean-Charles Chapman as Tommen Baratheon


	
Julian Glover as Grand Maester Pycelle


	
Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] as Mace Tyrell


	
Finn Jones as Loras Tyrell


	
Diana Rigg as Olenna Tyrell[image: External link]


	
Pedro Pascal[image: External link] as Oberyn Martell[image: External link]


	
Indira Varma as Ellaria Sand[image: External link]


	
Ian Beattie as Meryn Trant


	
Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson as Gregor Clegane


	
Daniel Portman as Podrick Payne


	
Tony Way[image: External link] as Dontos Hollard

	Paul Bentley as the High Septon

	
Anton Lesser[image: External link] as Qyburn


	
Will Tudor as Olyvar

	Josephine Gillan as Marei

	Pixie Le Knot as Kayla




	On Dragonstone




	
Tara Fitzgerald[image: External link] as Selyse Baratheon


	
Kerry Ingram as Shireen Baratheon





	In the Riverlands




	
Gary Oliver as Ternesio Terys

	
Andy Kellegher[image: External link] as Polliver

	
Andy Beckwith[image: External link] as Rorge

	
Gerard Jordan[image: External link] as Biter

	
Ben Hawkey[image: External link] as Hot Pie[image: External link]





	In Braavos




	
Mark Gatiss as Tycho Nestoris


	
Lucian Msamati[image: External link] as Salladhor Saan

	Sarine Sofair as Lhara




	In Slaver's Bay




	
Michiel Huisman as Daario Naharis


	
Ian McElhinney as Barristan Selmy


	
Nathalie Emmanuel as Missandei


	
Jacob Anderson as Grey Worm


	
Joel Fry as Hizdahr zo Loraq


	
Reece Noi[image: External link] as Mossador
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 Production




On April 2, 2013, HBO announced it had renewed the series for a fourth season, to consist of 10 episodes.[13]
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 Crew




David Benioff and D. B. Weiss serve as main writers and showrunners[image: External link] for the fourth season. They co-wrote seven out of ten episodes. The remaining three episodes were written by Bryan Cogman (two episodes), and the author of A Song of Ice and Fire, George R. R. Martin (one episode).[14]

Benioff and Weiss co-directed the season premiere after making their directorial debut in season 3, although only Weiss is credited as Benioff received credit for their previous directed episode; Alex Graves[image: External link], who directed two episodes in season 3, returned and directed episodes 2, 3, 8 and 10; Michelle MacLaren[image: External link], who also directed two episodes in season 3, returned to direct episodes 4 and 5; former series cinematographer Alik Sakharov[image: External link], who directed in seasons 2 and 3, returned to direct episodes 6 and 7; and Neil Marshall[image: External link] directed episode 9 after previously directing "Blackwater", the ninth episode of season 2.[15][16]
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 Casting




The fourth season adds previously recurring actors Gwendoline Christie (Brienne of Tarth), Iwan Rheon (Ramsay Snow), Kristofer Hivju (Tormund Giantsbane) and Hannah Murray (Gilly) to the series' main cast. Iain Glen[image: External link]'s credit is moved last in the rotation and given the "With" moniker.

Prince Oberyn Martell, nicknamed "The Red Viper", is played by Chilean-American actor Pedro Pascal[image: External link]. "This was a tough one", said showrunners David Benioff and Dan Weiss about the casting. "The Red Viper is sexy and charming, yet believably dangerous; intensely likable, yet driven by hate. The boys love him, the girls love him, and he loves them all back. Unless your last name is Lannister. We found a fellow who can handle the job description and make it seem effortless. He wasn't easy to find and he won't be easy to stop".[17] Martin commented on the casting by saying: "I wasn't present for Pedro Pascal's audition, but I understand that he really killed it with his reading. And since his casting was announced, the producer of another TV show on which he appeared recently has written me to say how terrific Pascal is, and to congratulate us on the casting. So I suspect that he will turn out to be a wonderful Red Viper". Actress Indira Varma was cast as Ellaria Sand, Prince Oberyn's paramour.[18]

Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] joins the cast in the role of Mace Tyrell. "The lord oaf of Highgarden", as his mother describes him, is otherwise known as father to Margaery and Loras. His casting was confirmed by George R. R. Martin, who introduced the actor as the solution to a riddle he'd set fans with the following message, "Yes, it's the fine British character actor Roger Ashton-Griffiths, who has been cast in the role of Mace Tyrell, son to the Queen of Thorns, and father of Loras and Margaery".[19]

Mark Gatiss plays Tycho Nestoris, a representative of the Iron Bank of Braavos, to whom the Iron Throne owes millions in borrowed gold.[20] The role of Hizdahr zo Loraq is played by young British actor Joel Fry. Hizdahr is the young scion of an ancient Meereenese family who crosses paths with Daenerys Targaryen in Meereen.[21] Elizabeth Webster was cast as Fat Walda Frey. Walda Frey is a granddaughter of Lord Walder Frey. She is the new wife of Roose Bolton, the Lord of the Dreadfort. During the wedding feast of Edmure Tully and Roslin Frey, Lord Bolton recounts to Catelyn Stark and Ser Brynden "Blackfish" Tully how Lord Walder Frey proposed him to marry one of his granddaughters and offered her weight in silver as dowry. Lord Bolton then adds he chose the fattest bride available and she has made him very rich.[22]

Paola Dionisotti[image: External link] and Rupert Vansittart[image: External link] were cast as Lady Anya Waynwood and Bronze Yohn Royce.[23][24] They are the heads of House Waynwood and House Royce of Runestone: two powerful vassal houses of House Arryn. Yuri Kolokolnikov plays Styr: One of Mance Rayder's lieutenants and the Magnar – the name of the first ever Lord of Thenn which is now a title – of the Thenn people, a wildling clan.[25] Two mysterious characters from Bran's storyline have also been cast: the Three-Eyed Crow, who is played by Struan Rodger[image: External link], and a Child of the Forest, played by Octavia Alexandru.

Roles that were recast for season 4 include Michiel Huisman as Daario Naharis. Huisman replaces Ed Skrein[image: External link], who portrayed the character in season 3.[26] Dean-Charles Chapman plays the role of Tommen Baratheon, King Joffrey's younger brother. Tommen was played by Callum Wharry in seasons 1 and 2.[27] Chapman appeared as Martyn Lannister in two episodes of season 3 ("Walk of Punishment" and "Kissed by Fire"). Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson was cast as Ser Gregor Clegane, called "The Mountain". Hafþór replaces Ian Whyte, who portrayed the character in season 2.[28]

After an absence of at least a season, Owen Teale returns as Alliser Thorne, Kate Dickie[image: External link] as Lysa Arryn[image: External link], Dominic Carter as Janos Slynt, Tony Way[image: External link] as Dontos Hollard, Andy Beckwith[image: External link] as Rorge, Gerard Jordan[image: External link] as Biter, Andy Kellegher[image: External link] as Polliver, Lino Facioli[image: External link] as Robin Arryn and Brian Fortune as Othell Yarwyck.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




Filming for the season began on July 8, 2013, in Northern Ireland.[29] The series also returned to Iceland and Dubrovnik for filming.[30][31] New locations in Croatia include Diocletian's Palace in Split[image: External link], Klis Fortress north of Split, Perun quarry east of Split, Mosor[image: External link] mountain, and Baška Voda[image: External link] further down to the south.[32] In the commentary for episode 2, "The Lion and the Rose," the showrunners revealed that parts of Joffrey's death scene had been filmed in California. The Thingvellir National Park[image: External link] in Iceland was used as the location for the fight between Brienne and The Hound.[33][34]

Filming for the season lasted 136 days and was completed on November 21, 2013.[35]
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 Music




See: Game of Thrones: Season 4 (soundtrack)


The Icelandic post-rock[image: External link] band Sigur Rós[image: External link] appears in the second episode, as a group of musicians serenading the royal couple at their wedding reception with "The Rains of Castamere." This continues the series's tradition of employing noted indie bands[image: External link], begun in season 2 with The National[image: External link] and continued in season 3 with The Hold Steady[image: External link].[36]

The soundtrack[image: External link] for the season was released digitally on June 10, 2014, and on CD on July 1, 2014.
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 Critical reception




The fourth season has in general been acclaimed by critics. However, the third episode attracted criticism for the inclusion of a scene in which Jaime Lannister appears to be raping his sister and lover Cersei in the Great Sept of Baelor. In the source novel, Cersei verbally consents to the sexual encounter, but does not in the television portrayal.[37][38] The final episode was also criticised for the omission of the events of the epilogue of A Storm of Swords which was expected by fans to be the final scene.[39][40]

The review aggregator website Metacritic[image: External link] gave season 4 a score of 94 out of 100 based on 29 reviews, signifying "universal acclaim".[41] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the fourth season has a 97% approval rating from 42 critics with an average rating of 9 out of 10; the season also received a 97% average episode score.[42]




	Game of Thrones



	



	
Season 4 (2014): Percentage of positive reviews tracked by the website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link][42]
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 Ratings




Season 4 obtained the strongest viewer numbers of all seasons aired up until that point, with a series high of 7.20 million viewers of the first airing of the seventh episode. With its fourth season, Game of Thrones has become the most-watched HBO series in history (surpassing the fourth season of The Sopranos which had a gross audience of 18.2 million viewers), averaging 18.4 million viewers across multiple platforms, including live viewing, encores, DVR views, HBO GO and On Demand views.[43]






	
Game of Thrones: Viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[44]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[44]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[45]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[46]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[47]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[48]
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 Accolades




For the 30th TCA Awards[image: External link], the series was nominated for Outstanding Achievement in Drama and Program of the Year.[49] For the 4th Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link], the series was nominated for Best Drama Series and Diana Rigg received a nomination for Best Guest Performer in a Drama Series.[50] For the 66th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series received 19 nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series, Peter Dinklage for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series, Lena Headey for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series, Diana Rigg for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series, David Benioff and D. B. Weiss for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series for "The Children", and Neil Marshall[image: External link] for Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series for "The Watchers on the Wall".[51] For the 67th Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link], the series was nominated for Best Drama Series and George R. R. Martin was nominated for Best Episodic Drama for "The Lion and the Rose".[52] For the 21st Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], the cast was nominated for Best Drama Ensemble, Peter Dinklage was nominated for Best Drama Actor, and the series won for Best Stunt Team.[53] For the 72nd Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], the series was nominated for Best Television Series – Drama.[54] For the 67th Directors Guild of America Awards[image: External link], Alex Graves[image: External link] was nominated for Outstanding Directing – Drama Series for the episode "The Children".[55]



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	AFI Awards[image: External link]
	AFI TV Award
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[56]



	TV Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best International Show
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[57]



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link]
	We Love to Hate You
	Jack Gleeson[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[58]

[59]



	Bingeworthy TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Artios Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting – Television Series Drama
	Nina Gold
	Nominated
	[60]



	EWwy Award
	Best Supporting Actress, Drama
	Maisie Williams
	Won
	[61]



	Best Supporting Actor, Drama
	Charles Dance
	Nominated



	Best Guest Actor, Drama
	Pedro Pascal[image: External link]
	Won



	66th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series
	Neil Marshall for "The Watchers on the Wall"
	Nominated
	[51]



	Outstanding Drama Series
	"The Lion and the Rose", "Breaker of Chains", "First of His Name", "The Laws of Gods and Men", "The Watchers on the Wall", and "The Children"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Lena Headey
	Nominated



	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series
	David Benioff and D.B. Weiss for "The Children"
	Nominated



	66th Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Art Direction for a Single-Camera Fantasy Series
	Deborah Riley, Paul Ghirardani, and Rob Cameron for "The Laws of Gods and Men" and "The Mountain and the Viper"
	Won



	Outstanding Casting for a Drama Series
	Nina Gold and Robert Sterne
	Nominated



	Outstanding Cinematography for a Single-Camera Series
	Anette Haellmigk for "The Lion and the Rose"
	Nominated



	Jonathan Freeman for "Two Swords"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Costumes for a Series
	Michele Clapton, Sheena Wichary, Alexander Fordham, and Nina Ayres for "The Lion and the Rose"
	Won



	Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series
	Diana Rigg
	Nominated



	Outstanding Hairstyling for a Single-Camera Series
	Kevin Alexander, Candice Banks, Rosalia Culora, Gary Machin, and Nicola Mount for "The Lion and the Rose"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Interactive Program
	Game of Thrones Premiere – Facebook Live and Instagram, by Sabrina Caluori, Paul Beddoe-Stephens, Jim Marsh, Michael McMorrow, Michael McMillian
	Nominated



	Outstanding Makeup for a Single-Camera Series (Non-Prosthetic)
	Jane Walker and Ann McEwan for "Oathkeeper"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Music Composition for a Series (Original Dramatic Score)
	Ramin Djawadi for "The Mountain and the Viper"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a Series
	Jane Walker and Barrie Gower for "The Children"
	Won



	Outstanding Sound Editing for a Series
	Tim Kimmel, Jed M. Dodge, Tim Hands, Paula Fairfield, David Klotz, Bradley C. Katona, Brett Voss, Jeffrey Wilhoit, and Dylan T. Wilhoit for "The Watchers on the Wall"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Mixing for a Drama Series (One Hour)
	Ronan Hill, Richard Dyer, Onnalee Blank, and Mathew Waters for "The Watchers on the Wall"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Special and Visual Effects
	Joe Bauer, Joern Grosshans, Steve Kullback, Adam Chazen, Eric Carney, Sabrina Gerhardt, Matthew Rouleau, Thomas H. Schelesny, and Robert Simon for "The Children"
	Won



	Outstanding Stunt Coordination for a Drama Series
	Paul Herbert
	Nominated



	Women's Image Network Awards[image: External link]
	Actress Drama Series
	Lena Headey
	Won
	[62]



	19th Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated
	[63]



	Best Television Series – Genre
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	4th Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[50]



	Best Guest Performer in a Drama Series
	Diana Rigg
	Nominated



	30th TCA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[49]



	Program of the Year
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Gold Derby TV Awards 2014
	Best Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[64]



	Best Drama Supporting Actor
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Charles Dance
	Nominated



	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Emilia Clarke
	Nominated



	Lena Headey
	Nominated



	Best Drama Guest Actor
	Pedro Pascal
	Won



	Best Drama Guest Actress
	Diana Rigg
	Nominated



	Best Drama Episode
	"The Lion and the Rose"
	Nominated



	"The Watchers on the Wall"
	Nominated



	Ensemble of the Year
	The cast of Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Score - TV Show/Digital Streaming Series
	Ramin Djawadi
	Nominated
	[65]



	Hollywood Professional Alliance
	Outstanding Sound
	Tim Kimmel, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters, Paula Fairfield, Brad Katona and Jed M. Dodge for "The Children"
	Nominated
	[66]

[67]



	Outstanding Color Grading
	Joe Finley for "Mockingbird"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Visual Effects
	Joe Bauer, Sven Martin, Jörn Grosshans, Thomas Schelesny, Matthew Rouleau for "The Children"
	Won



	IGN Awards
	Best TV Episode
	"The Children"
	Nominated
	[68]



	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	IGN People's Choice Award
	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	Best TV Episode
	"The Children"
	Nominated



	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Jupiter Award[image: External link]
	Best International TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[69]



	1st MTV Fandom Awards[image: External link]
	OMG Moment of the Year
	Game of Thrones - The Purple Wedding
	Won
	[70]



	2015
	Guinness World Records
	Most pirated TV program
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[71]



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[72]



	Favorite Cable Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	ADG Excellence in Production Design Award[image: External link]
	One-Hour Single Camera Fantasy Television Series
	Deborah Riley for "The Laws of Gods and Men" and "The Mountain and the Viper"
	Won
	[73]



	Cinema Audio Society Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Sound Mixing – Television Series – One Hour
	Ronan Hill, Richard Dyer, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters, Brett Voss for "The Children"
	Won
	[74]



	Canadian Society of Cinematographers[image: External link]
	TV Series Cinematography
	Robert McLachlan for "Oathkeeper"
	Nominated
	[75]



	12th Irish Film & Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[76]



	Actor in a Supporting Role – Television
	Liam Cunningham
	Nominated



	Best Sound
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	SFX Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Maisie Williams
	Nominated
	[77]



	Best Actor
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Best Villain
	Charles Dance as Tywin Lannister
	Nominated



	Biggest Disappointment
	No Hodor in Game Of Thrones season five
	Nominated



	Best TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best TV Episode
	The Mountain and the Viper
	Nominated



	Screenwriters Choice Awards
	Best Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[78]



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link]
	Best New Television Actor
	Pedro Pascal
	Nominated
	[79]



	Astra Awards[image: External link]
	Favourite Program – International Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[80]



	American Society of Cinematographers
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in Regular Series
	Anette Haellmigk for "The Children"
	Nominated
	[81]



	Fabian Wagner for "Mockingbird"
	Nominated



	20th Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Hero Award
	The cast of Game of Thrones
	Won
	[82]



	British Academy Television Awards[image: External link]
	Radio Times Audience Award
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[83]



	Costume Designers Guild Awards
	Outstanding Period/Fantasy Television Series
	Michele Clapton for Game of Thrones
	Won
	[84]



	Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link]
	Dramatic Series
	Alex Graves[image: External link] for "The Children"
	Nominated
	[55]



	GLAAD Media Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[85]



	Golden Reel Award
	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: FX/Foley
	Game of Thrones for "The Children"
	Won
	[86]

[87]



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Dialogue / ADR
	Game of Thrones for "The Children"
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Music
	Game of Thrones for "The Watchers on the Wall"
	Nominated



	72nd Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Television Series – Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[54]



	Hugo Awards
	Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form
	David Benioff, Alex Graves, and D. B. Weiss for "The Mountain and The Viper"
	Nominated
	[88]



	National Television Awards[image: External link]
	Multichannel show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[89]



	Producers Guild Awards[image: External link]
	"The Norman Felton Award for Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama"
	David Benioff, Bernadette Caulfield[image: External link], Frank Doelger, Chris Newman, Greg Spence, Carolyn Strauss, D.B. Weiss
	Nominated
	[90]



	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Limited Run Television Series[image: External link]
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[91]



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor on Television
	Maisie Williams
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress on Television
	Emilia Clarke
	Nominated



	21st Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Action Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Lucy Allen, Cole Armitage, Gary Arthurs, Rachelle Beinart, Ferenc Berecz, Richard Bradshaw, Andy Butcher, Michael Byrch, Neil Chapelhow, Nick Chopping, Jonathan Cohen, Joel Conlan, Gary Connery, James Cox, Tom Cox, Jason Curle, Nicholas Daines, Bill Davey, Kelly J. Dent, Ben Dimmock, Levan Doran, Jamie Edgell, Bradley Farmer, Neil Finnighan, Jozsef Fodor, Dean Forster, David Garrick, James Grogan, Tim Halloran, Paul Heasman, Robert Hladik, Al Holland, Gergely Horpacsi, Paul Howell, Stewart James, Gary Kane, Ian Kay, Robbie Keane, George Kirby, Cristian Knight, Laszlo Kosa, Geza Kovacs, Norbert Kovacs, Guy List, Phil Lonergan, Russell Macleod, Tina Maskell, Adrian McGaw, Nick McKinless, Erol Mehmet, Andy Merchant, Sian Milne, Daniel Naprous, Chris Newton, Ray Nicholas, Bela Orsanyi, Sam Parham, Ian Pead, Justin Pearson, Martin Pemberton, Heather Phillips, Rashid Phoenix, Andy Pilgrim, Christopher Pocock, Curtis Rivers[image: External link], Marcus Shakesheff, Matt Sherren, Anthony Skrimshire, Mark Slaughter, Karen Smithson, Mark Southworth, Helen Steinway Bailey, Shane Steyn, Matthew Stirling, John Street, Gaspar Szabo, Gabor Szeman, Roy Taylor, Gyula Toth, Tony Van Silva, Reg Wayment, Linda Weal, Richard J Wheeldon, Heron White, Maxine Whittaker, Simon Whyman, Donna C. Williams, Lou Wong, Annabel E. Wood, Liang Yang, Steen Young
	Won
	[53]



	Outstanding Performance by An Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Josef Altin, Jacob Anderson, John Bradley, Dominic Carter, Gwendoline Christie, Emilia Clarke, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Ben Crompton, Charles Dance, Peter Dinklage, Natalie Dormer, Iain Glen, Julian Glover, Kit Harington, Lena Headey, Conleth Hill, Rory McCann, Ian McElhinney, Pedro Pascal, Daniel Portman, Mark Stanley, Sophie Turner, and Maisie Williams
	Nominated



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Drama Series
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Visual Effects Society[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance of an Animated Character in a Commercial, Broadcast Program, or Video Game
	Philip Meyer, Thomas Kutschera, Igor Majdandzic, and Mark Spindler for "Drogon"
	Nominated
	[92]



	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects-Driven Photoreal/Live Action Broadcast Program
	Game of Thrones for "The Children"
	Won



	Outstanding Created Environment in a Commercial, Broadcast Program, or Video Game
	Rene Borst, Christian Zilliken, Jan Burda, Steffen Metzner for "Braavos Establisher"
	Won



	Outstanding Compositing in a Photoreal/Live Action Broadcast Program
	Keegan Douglas, Okan Ataman, Brian Fortune, David Lopez for "Wight Attack"
	Nominated



	Dan Breckwoldt, Martin Furman, Sophie Marfleet, Eric Andrusyszyn for "The Watchers on the Wall"
	Won



	Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]
	Episodic Drama
	George R. R. Martin for "The Lion and the Rose"
	Nominated
	[52]



	Television Drama Series
	David Benioff, Bryan Cogman, George R.R. Martin, D.B. Weiss
	Nominated
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The fourth season of Game of Thrones was released on DVD and Blu-ray in region 1 on February 17, 2015.[93]






	Game of Thrones: The Complete Fourth Season



	Set details
	Special features



	

	Format: AC-3, Blu-ray, DTS Surround Sound, Dubbed, NTSC, Subtitled, Widescreen

	Language: English, French, Castilian, Spanish, Chechen, Hungarian, Polish

	Subtitles: English, French, Dutch, Danish, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish, German

	16:9 aspect ratio

	5-disc set, 10 episodes




	

	"Behind the Battle for the Wall": Follow the cast and crew as they create the most ambitious battle to date. This 30-minute documentary explores the challenges of putting together one of the series' most intense episodes, with never-before-seen material.

	"The Fallen: A Roundtable": Writer Bryan Cogman sits down with a few of the many cast members who meet their demise in Season 4. From first learning of their deaths to shooting their final scenes, this 30-minute feature will shed light on what it's like to live-and die-in the Game of Thrones world.

	"The Politics of Power": A Look Back at Season 3 - Revisit the brutal events of Season 3 to see power shifts that define Westeros at the start of Season 4.

	"Bastards of Westeros": Hear showrunners David Benioff & D.B. Weiss and author George R.R. Martin discuss the role bastards play in the Seven Kingdoms.

	Deleted/Extended Scenes: Two deleted scenes.

	Audio commentaries by, among others, Benioff, Weiss, Martin, Turner, Williams, Pascal, Gillen and more.



Blu-ray exclusive:


	"In-Episode Guide": In-feature resource that provides background information about on-screen characters, locations and relevant histories.

	"Histories & Lore": Learn about the mythology of Westeros as told from the varying perspectives of the characters themselves.[93]








	DVD release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	February 17, 2015[93]
	February 16, 2015[94]
	February 18, 2015[95]
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Between January 30 and February 5, 2015, the last two episodes of season four were shown in 205 IMAX[image: External link] theaters in the U.S. Game of Thrones is the first TV series released in this format.[96] The show earned $686,000 in its opening day at the box office[97] and $1.5 million during its opening weekend.[98] The one-week release grossed $1,896,092.[99]
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 Copyright infringement




The fourth season of Game of Thrones was the most-pirated TV series in 2014.[100]
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Game of Thrones (season 6)





The sixth season of the fantasy[image: External link] drama television series Game of Thrones premiered on HBO on April 24, 2016, and concluded on June 26, 2016. It consists of ten episodes, each of approximately 50–60 minutes, largely of original content not found in George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series. Some material is adapted from the upcoming sixth novel The Winds of Winter and the fourth and fifth novels, A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons.[1] The series was adapted for television by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. HBO ordered the season on April 8, 2014, together with the fifth season, which began filming in July 2015[2][3] primarily in Northern Ireland, Spain, Croatia, Iceland and Canada. Each episode cost over $10 million.

The season follows the continuing struggle between the Starks and other noble families of Westeros for the Iron Throne. The Starks defeat the Bolton forces in battle, and Jon Snow is proclaimed the King in the North. Tyrion attempts to rule Meereen while Daenerys is held captive by a Dothraki tribe. At King's Landing, the Tyrell army attempts to liberate Margaery[image: External link] and Loras, but Margaery capitulates to the High Sparrow, who becomes more powerful by influencing King Tommen. At her trial, Cersei burns the Great Sept, killing her rivals, while Tommen kills himself. Unopposed, Cersei is crowned Queen of Westeros. Ellaria Sand and three of Oberyn Martell's daughters kill Doran and Trystane Martell and seize control of Dorne, and Olenna[image: External link] discusses an alliance with Ellaria. In Essos, Daenerys Targaryen is captured by Khal Moro who takes her before the khals; she burns them alive and takes command of the Dothraki.

Game of Thrones features a large ensemble cast, including Peter Dinklage, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke and Kit Harington. The season introduced new cast members, including Max von Sydow[image: External link], Pilou Asbæk[image: External link] and James Faulkner[image: External link].

Critics praised its production values, writing, plot development, and cast. Game of Thrones received most nominations for the 68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], with 23 nominations, and won twelve, including that for Outstanding Drama Series for the second year in a row. U.S. viewership rose compared to the previous season, and by approximately 13% over its course, from 7.9 million to 8.9 million by the finale.
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Following their escape from Winterfell, Sansa Stark journeys to the Wall, while Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] returns to the Iron Islands. In Winterfell, Ramsay Bolton secures his claim on the North by killing Roose and Walda Bolton and his new-born half-brother. At the Wall, Melisandre resurrects Jon Snow, who is reunited with Sansa; they gather loyalists and a battle ensues. Aided by the Knights of the Vale, the Starks defeat the Bolton forces. Sansa feeds Ramsay to his hounds and Jon is proclaimed the King in the North.

At King's Landing, Jaime Lannister and the Tyrell army attempt to liberate Margaery[image: External link] and Loras, but Margaery capitulates to the High Sparrow and Tommen forges an alliance with the Faith. During Loras and Cersei's trial, Cersei uses wildfire to burn the Great Sept, killing the High Sparrow, Margarey, Loras, Mace, Kevan, and Lancel, while Tommen kills himself after witnessing the events. Unopposed, Cersei is crowned Queen of Westeros. Ellaria Sand and three of Oberyn Martell's daughters kill Doran and Trystane Martell and seize control of Dorne, and Olenna[image: External link] meets with Ellaria, at a summit brokered by Varys, to discuss allying with the Targaryens.

In Braavos, Arya continues her training with the Faceless Men, and soon regains her eyesight. When she refuses to accomplish a mission, the Waif is ordered to kill Arya, who kills her instead. Arya reasserts her identity as a Stark and returns to Westeros.

In the Riverlands, the Hound pursues the Brotherhood Without Banners for massacring the people who saved him. He finds Lord Beric Dondarrion executing his quarry, and is asked to join the Brotherhood traveling north. Jaime Lannister besieges Riverrun and takes the castle, killing the Blackfish after forcing Edmure Tully to order a surrender. Walder Frey celebrates the victory before being killed by Arya.

Beyond the Wall, Bran Stark trains with the Three-Eyed Raven but alerts the Night King, who launches an attack of White Walkers. Bran and Meera escape and are rescued by Benjen Stark. Bran subsequently has a vision to the Tower of Joy years prior, revealing that Jon is not Ned Stark's bastard but rather the child of Lyanna Stark and Rhaegar Targaryen.

Sam Tarly, Gilly, and Little Sam travel to the Citadel at Oldtown, stopping to visit Sam's family.

In Essos, Daenerys Targaryen is captured by Khal Moro who takes her before the khals; she burns them alive and takes command of the Dothraki. Tyrion Lannister brings a short-lived peace to Meereen, which is reinforced when Daenerys returns and flies her dragons into battle against the slavers. Yara and Theon arrive and pledge allegiance to Daenerys after Euron Greyjoy kills their father and usurps leadership of the Iron Islands. Jorah Mormont departs to find a cure for greyscale and Daario is left in command of Meereen, while Daenerys sails for Westeros.
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	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	51
	1
	"The Red Woman"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 24, 2016
	7.94[4]



	Jon Snow's corpse is found by Ser Davos, Edd and a few other loyalists; Davos and the others take him inside and lock themselves behind a door with him, while Edd goes to get help. Thorne assumes command of the Watch. At Winterfell, Ramsay mourns for Myranda, while Sansa and Theon escape through the woods. Ramsay's men catch up with them, and are about to take them captive, when Brienne and Pod arrive, kill the men, and the former is accepted into Sansa's service. In King's Landing, Cersei receives Jaime, who arrives with Myrcella's body. Jaime promises Cersei they will take their revenge. Obara and Nymeria murder Trystane, on his way home from King's Landing, while in Sunspear, Doran and Areo Hotah are killed by Ellaria and Tyene, after the former learns of Myrcella's death. In Meereen, Tyrion and Varys find all the ships burning in the harbor. Jorah and Daario continue to track Daenerys, who is taken by the Dothraki to Khal Moro. In Braavos, Arya lives on the streets as a beggar, where she is beaten by the Waif. In her chamber, Melisandre removes her bejeweled necklace as she reveals her true appearance as an old crone.



	52
	2
	"Home"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Dave Hill
	May 1, 2016
	7.29[5]



	Brandon visits Winterfell in a vision of the past, and sees Eddard[image: External link], Benjen[image: External link], and their sister Lyanna[image: External link], as well as a young Hodor[image: External link]. Edd arrives with Tormund and a group of Wildlings, imprisoning Thorne and the other mutineers. Tommen asks Cersei to teach him to be strong. Tyrion learns that Astapor and Yunkai have reverted to slavery, and releases Rhaegal and Viserion from their chains. In Braavos, Arya is attacked by the Waif before H'ghar appears and recruits her again. Walda[image: External link], Roose's wife, gives birth to a boy, prompting Ramsay to murder Roose, her, and the baby. Brienne reveals to Sansa that Arya is still alive. Sansa permits Theon's return to the Iron Islands[image: External link], where his uncle Euron[image: External link] reappears and murders King Balon[image: External link]. Seaworth persuades Melisandre to attempt to resurrect Jon. At first, her attempts seem to fail. However, once everyone leaves the room, he awakens.



	53
	3
	"Oathbreaker"
	Daniel Sackheim[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 8, 2016
	7.28[6]



	On a boat on their way to Oldtown[image: External link], Tarly reveals his intent to leave Gilly and her baby with the former's family at Horn Hill while he trains to be a Maester. In a vision of the past, Brandon sees Eddard and Howland[image: External link], Meera[image: External link]'s father, defeat a group of Kingsguard loyal to the Targaryens[image: External link] at the Tower of Joy in Dorne. Varys discovers that the masters of Astapor, Yunkai, and Volantis have been financing the Sons of the Harpy. In King's Landing, Tommen converses with the High Sparrow while Jaime and Cersei interrupt a small council meeting, only to be shunned by Kevan and the Tyrells[image: External link]. Cersei's bodyguard is revealed to be Gregor. Arya trains rigorously with the Waif and her sight is returned to her once she has accepted herself as "no-one". In Winterfell, Lord Umber asks Ramsay for help in protecting the North from the Wildlings, bringing Rickon and Osha[image: External link] as a gift, along with the head of Shaggydog, Rickon's direwolf. Jon executes Thorne, Olly and the other officers involved in his assassination. He renounces his oath and puts Tollett in charge of the Night's Watch.



	54
	4
	"Book of the Stranger"
	Daniel Sackheim
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 15, 2016
	7.82[7]



	Sansa's party arrives at Castle Black as she is reunited with Jon. In Meereen, Tyrion meets with the slave masters of Slaver's Bay to offer peace if they will end slavery within a period of seven years, an action that angers the former slaves. Baelish returns to the Vale to mobilize their soldiers against Ramsay. Naharis learns about Mormont's greyscale as they arrive in Vaes Dothrak. In King's Landing, Margaery[image: External link] is permitted to visit Loras while Cersei, Jaime, Kevan and Olenna[image: External link] put aside their differences and plan a defeat of the Sparrows. Theon arrives at Pyke and explains to Yara that he will support her claim at the Kingsmoot. In Winterfell, Osha attempts to assassinate Ramsay but is killed by him. Ramsay sends a letter to Jon, threatening harm to Rickon if Sansa is not returned. She convinces Jon to march south in order to take back Winterfell. Daenerys meets with the Khals and sets the temple of the Dosh Khaleen on fire, in the process killing Moro and the other Khals. When she emerges unhurt, the Dothraki kneel to her.



	55
	5
	"The Door"
	Jack Bender[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 22, 2016
	7.89[8]



	Sansa meets Baelish, who offers the support of the Vale and tells her that Brynden Tully[image: External link], her great uncle, is gathering an army in Riverrun[image: External link]; she initially refuses his help. Jon and Sansa leave Castle Black to gather support from the other Northern houses, with her sending Brienne to Brynden. In Braavos, Arya is given a second chance to prove her loyalty by killing an actress. Beyond the Wall, Brandon learns that the White Walkers[image: External link] were created by the Children of the Forest[image: External link] to protect themselves from the First Men. In the Iron Islands, Euron wins the Kingsmoot despite confessing to killing Balon, causing Yara and Theon to flee. In Essos, Daenerys learns about Mormont's greyscale, ordering him to find a cure and return. In Meereen, a red priestess named Kinvara meets Tyrion and Varys and promises to support Daenerys. Brandon's unaccompanied vision causes him to be touched by the Night King, making the cave vulnerable. The Night King, along with White Walkers and hordes of wights, attack the cave, killing the Three-Eyed Raven, several Children, Summer, and Hodor[image: External link], whose younger self is shown to have been rendered mentally disabled by Brandon's interference.



	56
	6
	"Blood of My Blood"
	Jack Bender
	Bryan Cogman
	May 29, 2016
	6.71[9]



	Bran and Meera are saved by Benjen[image: External link], who reveals that he was turned by the White Walkers, but was later unturned by the Children using Dragonglass. Samwell and Gilly reach the Tarly family estate Horn Hill. After Sam's father, Randyll[image: External link], insults her for being a Wildling, Sam decides to take her with him to the Citadel, also stealing House Tarly's ancestral Valyrian steel[image: External link] sword, Heartsbane. Arya warns the actress about her mission to assassinate her, recovering the Needle. H'ghar approves of the Waif's request to kill Arya. Jaime attempts to rescue Margaery from the Faith Militant, only to find she has repented and Tommen has forged an alliance with the Faith. He removes Jaime from the Kingsguard and orders him to help Walder Frey[image: External link], who is holding Edmure Tully[image: External link] hostage, and to retake Riverrun from Brynden. Daenerys mounts Drogon, and declares to the Dothraki that they will sail across the Narrow Sea[image: External link] to conquer Westeros[image: External link].



	57
	7
	"The Broken Man"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	June 5, 2016
	7.80[10]



	Margaery convinces Olenna to return to Highgarden[image: External link] after the High Sparrow says that he will pursue Olenna following her attempt to engage the Faith. Jon, Sansa, and Davos recruit the Wildlings and House Mormont to their cause, but remain outnumbered by the Boltons. In desperation, Sansa writes a letter begging for aid. Jaime arrives in Riverrun with Bronn, assuming control of the siege. The former goes to parley with Brynden, ultimately being unsuccessful. Theon and Yara spend their last night in Volantis, deciding to sail to Meereen to ally with Daenerys. In Braavos, Arya prepares to return to Westeros, but is attacked by the Waif. Arya is badly wounded but escapes. Sandor is revealed to be alive, having been saved by a Septon and his followers. When men from the Brotherhood threaten and eventually slaughter the group, Sandor decides to get revenge.



	58
	8
	"No One"
	Mark Mylod
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 12, 2016
	7.60[11]



	Tommen abolishes trial by combat[image: External link], much to the dismay of Cersei, who planned to win using Gregor. Brienne arrives in Riverrun and attempts to persuade Brynden to surrender, without success. After Jaime threatens to kill Edmure's young son, he enters the castle and orders the Tully forces to stand down, but Brynden is killed fighting the Lannisters. Brienne and Podrick escape. Varys departs Meereen on an unknown mission. Meereen comes under naval assault by the slaving cities, but Daenerys returns. Sandor kills the outlaws who sacked his village and encounters Dondarrion[image: External link] and Thoros[image: External link], who explain that the outlaws were renegades. They try to convince Sandor to join the Brotherhood. Arya is taken in by the actress, who heals her wounds. In the morning, the Waif arrives, kills the actress and chases Arya through the streets of Braavos. Arya leads the Waif into the catacombs and kills her. She returns the Waif's face to the House and declares that she is Arya Stark of Winterfell and she is going home.



	59
	9
	"Battle of the Bastards"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 19, 2016
	7.66[12]



	Daenerys meets with the slave masters to negotiate terms of surrender, but they refuse it. Riding Drogon, as Rhaegal and Viserion assist, Daenerys attacks and burns the slavers' fleet. Grey Worm kills two of the masters, leaving one to tell of what he had witnessed. After the battle, Theon and Yara meet with Daenerys and Tyrion and agree to an alliance. Near Winterfell, the Stark and Bolton armies meet on the field. Ramsay feigns setting Rickon free, but kills him with a long-distance arrow before Jon can save him. In the battle, the Stark forces are pinned by Bolton soldiers, but are rescued by the Knights of the Vale. Ramsay flees inside Winterfell, but the Wildling giant Wun Wun[image: External link], having taken numerous arrows to his body, manages to break down the gate before succumbing to his wounds. Jon brutally beats Ramsay and takes him prisoner. Sansa later visits Ramsay's cell in the kennels and watches as his starving hounds devour him.



	60
	10
	"The Winds of Winter"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 26, 2016
	8.89[13]



	Before her trial, Cersei destroys the Sept of Baelor by wildfire, killing the High Sparrow, Margaery, Mace and Loras Tyrell, Lancel and Kevan Lannister, along with hundreds of King's Landing nobles and the Faith Militant, while Qyburn has Pycelle killed. Tommen commits suicide. In Dorne, Varys meets with Olenna and Ellaria, seeking to form an alliance between Daenerys and their houses against the Lannisters. Seaworth confronts Melisandre over the death of Shireen; Jon banishes her from Winterfell. The Wildlings, the Knights of the Vale and the surviving Houses of the North pledge loyalty to Jon as the new King in the North. Sansa stops Baelish from getting intimate with her. Arya kills Walder Frey and his sons. Tarly and Gilly reach the Citadel in Oldtown. Benjen tells Brandon and Meera to pass the Wall without him. Brandon uses his powers and learns that Jon is actually the son of Lyanna[image: External link] and Rhaegar[image: External link], being adopted by Eddard after she died during Robert's rebellion. Jaime returns to King's Landing to find Qyburn crowning Cersei the new monarch of the Seven Kingdoms. Daenerys leaves Naharis and the Second Sons to rule Meereen before she sets sail to Westeros with her other companions, armies and dragons.
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 Main cast






	
Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister[14]


	
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau as Jaime Lannister[14]


	
Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister[14]


	
Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen[14]


	
Kit Harington as Jon Snow[15][16]


	
Aidan Gillen as Petyr Baelish[14]


	
Liam Cunningham as Davos Seaworth[17]


	
Carice van Houten as Melisandre[14]


	
Natalie Dormer as Margaery Tyrell[image: External link][14]


	
Indira Varma as Ellaria Sand[image: External link][14]


	
Sophie Turner as Sansa Stark[14]


	
Nathalie Emmanuel as Missandei[14]


	
Rory McCann[image: External link] as Sandor "The Hound" Clegane


	
Maisie Williams as Arya Stark[14]


	
Conleth Hill as Varys[14]


	
Alfie Allen as Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] [14]


	
John Bradley as Samwell Tarly[14]


	
Tom Wlaschiha as Jaqen H'ghar[14]


	
Gwendoline Christie as Brienne of Tarth[14]


	
Hannah Murray as Gilly[14]


	
Jonathan Pryce as the High Sparrow[14]


	
Kristofer Hivju as Tormund Giantsbane[14]


	
Michiel Huisman as Daario Naharis[14]


	
Michael McElhatton as Roose Bolton[14]


	
Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Bolton[14]


	
Dean-Charles Chapman as Tommen Baratheon[14]


	
Isaac Hempstead Wright as Bran Stark[14]


	
Jerome Flynn[image: External link] as Bronn[14]


	
Iain Glen[image: External link] as Jorah Mormont[14]
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 Guest cast




The recurring actors listed here are those who appeared in season 6. They are listed by the region in which they first appear.




	

	In the North, including the Wall




	
Daniel Portman as Podrick Payne[18]


	
Natalia Tena[image: External link] as Osha[image: External link][19]


	
Art Parkinson[image: External link] as Rickon Stark[19]


	
Owen Teale as Alliser Thorne[18]


	
Ben Crompton as Eddison Tollett[18]


	
Brenock O'Connor as Olly[20]


	
Charlotte Hope[image: External link] as Myranda

	
Elizabeth Webster as Walda Bolton

	Paul Rattray as Harald Karstark

	Dean Jagger as Smalljon Umber[21]


	
Tim McInnerny[image: External link] as Robett Glover[image: External link][22]


	
Bella Ramsey[image: External link] as Lyanna Mormont[image: External link][23]


	
Sean Blowers[image: External link] as Wyman Manderly[image: External link]


	Tom Varey as Cley Cerwyn

	Richard Rycroft as Maester Wolkan

	
Michael Condron as Bowen Marsh[24]


	
Brian Fortune as Othell Yarwyck[25]


	
Ian Whyte as Wun Wun[26]


	
Murray McArthur as Dim Dalba




	Beyond the Wall




	
Max von Sydow[image: External link] as the Three-eyed Raven[image: External link][27]


	
Ellie Kendrick as Meera Reed[image: External link][28]


	
Kristian Nairn as Hodor[image: External link][19]


	
Joseph Mawle[image: External link] as Benjen Stark[image: External link][29]


	Kae Alexander as Leaf[image: External link][30]


	Vladimir "Furdo" Furdik as the Night King[31]





	In the Riverlands




	
David Bradley[image: External link] as Walder Frey[image: External link][32]


	
Clive Russell[image: External link] as Brynden Tully[image: External link][33]


	
Tobias Menzies[image: External link] as Edmure Tully[image: External link][34]


	
Richard Dormer[image: External link] as Beric Dondarrion[image: External link][35]


	
Paul Kaye[image: External link] as Thoros of Myr[image: External link][36]


	
Tim Plester[image: External link] as Black Walder Rivers[image: External link][32]


	Daniel Tuite as Lothar Frey[image: External link][37]


	Jóhannes Haukur Jóhannesson as Lem

	
Ricky Champ[image: External link] as Gatins[38]


	Ian Davies as Morgan

	
Ian McShane[image: External link] as Brother Ray[39]





	On the Iron Islands




	
Gemma Whelan[image: External link] as Yara Greyjoy[image: External link][40]


	
Patrick Malahide[image: External link] as Balon Greyjoy[image: External link][41]


	
Pilou Asbæk[image: External link] as Euron Greyjoy[image: External link][42]


	
Michael Feast[image: External link] as Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link]





	In Dorne




	
Alexander Siddig[image: External link] as Doran Martell[43]


	
Toby Sebastian as Trystane Martell[43]


	
Jessica Henwick as Nymeria Sand[44]


	
Keisha Castle-Hughes as Obara Sand[44]


	
Rosabell Laurenti Sellers as Tyene Sand[45]


	
DeObia Oparei as Areo Hotah[44]





	

	In King's Landing




	
Diana Rigg as Olenna Tyrell[image: External link][14]


	
Julian Glover as Grand Maester Pycelle[46]


	
Finn Jones as Loras Tyrell[47]


	
Anton Lesser[image: External link] as Qyburn[31]


	
Roger Ashton-Griffiths[image: External link] as Mace Tyrell[48]


	
Eugene Simon as Lancel Lannister[31]


	
Ian Gelder as Kevan Lannister[49]


	
Hannah Waddingham as Septa Unella[41]


	
Nell Tiger Free as Myrcella Baratheon[50]


	
Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson as Gregor Clegane[51]


	Josephine Gillan as Marei

	Nathanael Saleh as Arthur

	Annette Hannah as Frances




	In the Vale




	
Lino Facioli[image: External link] as Robin Arryn[52]


	
Rupert Vansittart[image: External link] as Yohn Royce[53]





	In Braavos




	
Faye Marsay as the Waif[31]


	
Richard E. Grant[image: External link] as Izembaro[image: External link][54]


	
Essie Davis[image: External link] as Lady Crane[55]


	Leigh Gill as Bobono

	
Eline Powell[image: External link] as Bianca

	Rob Callender as Clarenzo

	
Kevin Eldon[image: External link] as Camello[56]





	In Meereen




	
Jacob Anderson as Grey Worm[41]


	George Georgiou as Razdal mo Eraz

	Eddie Jackson as Belicho Paenymion

	
Enzo Cilenti as Yezzan zo Qaggaz


	
Ania Bukstein[image: External link] as Kinvara[57]


	
Gerald Lepkowski[image: External link] as Zanrush

	Meena Rayann as Vala




	In Vaes Dothrak




	
Joe Naufahu[image: External link] as Khal Moro[58]


	Andrei Claude as Khal Rhalko

	
Tamer Hassan[image: External link] as Khal Forzho

	Staz Nair as Qhono

	Chuku Modu as Aggo[59]


	Deon Lee-Williams as Iggo

	
Souad Faress[image: External link] as the High Priestess

	
Hannah John-Kamen[image: External link] as Ornella




	In the Reach




	
James Faulkner[image: External link] as Randyll Tarly[image: External link][60]


	
Samantha Spiro[image: External link] as Melessa Tarly[image: External link][60]


	
Freddie Stroma[image: External link] as Dickon Tarly[image: External link][60]


	
Rebecca Benson[image: External link] as Talla Tarly[image: External link][60]





	In flashbacks




	
Robert Aramayo[image: External link] & Sebastian Croft[image: External link] as Eddard Stark[61][62]


	Matteo Elezi as Benjen Stark[image: External link]


	
Aisling Franciosi[image: External link] & Cordelia Hill as Lyanna Stark[image: External link][63]


	Wayne Foskett as Rickard Stark[image: External link]


	Fergus Leathem as Rodrik Cassel[image: External link]


	Annette Tierney as Old Nan

	Sam Coleman as Hodor[image: External link]


	Leo Woodruff as Howland Reed

	
Luke Roberts[image: External link] as Arthur Dayne

	
Eddie Eyre[image: External link] as Gerold Hightower

	
David Rintoul[image: External link] as Aerys II Targaryen[image: External link][64]
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The writing staff for the sixth season includes executive producers and showrunners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, producer Bryan Cogman and Dave Hill[image: External link]. Author George R. R. Martin, who had written one episode for each of the first four seasons, did not write an episode for the sixth season, as he was working to finish writing the sixth A Song of Ice and Fire novel, The Winds of Winter.[65] The directing staff for the sixth season was Jeremy Podeswa (episodes 1 and 2), Daniel Sackheim[image: External link] (episodes 3 and 4), Jack Bender[image: External link] (episodes 5 and 6), Mark Mylod[image: External link] (episodes 7 and 8), and Miguel Sapochnik (episodes 9 and 10). Sackheim and Bender were first-time Game of Thrones directors, with the rest each having directed two episodes in the previous season.[66]
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 Writing




With the end of the fifth season, the content of the show has reached the plot of the latest novel in Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, A Dance with Dragons. Season 6 director Jeremy Podeswa said in August 2015: "Right now in season six, what we're shooting currently isn't based on anything in the book. It's fully based on discussions the writers have had with George Martin, because the series has now surpassed the books in terms of what's available."[67] Actress Natalie Dormer, who plays Margaery Tyrell[image: External link], later added that the show's writers "know where it’s got to go and what [George Martin]’s intentions for the characters are. But they are just filling in the gaps."[68]

The season premiere starts off right where the fifth season ended.[69] A plot from The Winds of Winter regarding a traveling theater troupe located in Braavos that stages a play called "The Bloody Hand", about the events that have taken place in King's Landing since the beginning of the series, is included in the sixth season.[70]
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 Filming




Filming for season six began in July 2015, and ended on December 17, 2015.[71] The budget for the sixth season increased compared to the previous seasons as each episode did cost over $10 million per episode, totaling over $100 million for the full season and setting a new high for the series.[72] The season filmed in five different countries, Northern Ireland[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link].[73]

Like the previous seasons, a large amount of production took place in Northern Ireland, mainly in Belfast[image: External link] and on the Causeway Coast[image: External link], including film locations in the Binevenagh, Magilligan[image: External link] area which was used to film scenes for the Dothraki Grasslands, and Larrybane Quarry and Ballintoy Harbour, both used for scenes in the Iron Islands. The small village of Corbet[image: External link] was also used, for the siege of Riverrun. As in previous seasons, some of Castle Black was set at the abandoned Magheramorne[image: External link] quarry.[74]

From September 3 to October 23, 2015 the show also filmed in Spain, specifically in Girona[image: External link], Navarre[image: External link], Peniscola[image: External link], and Almería[image: External link].[75][76] Some filming locations in Spain included the Castle of Zafra[image: External link] in Guadalajara[image: External link], the Bardenas Reales Natural Park[image: External link] in Navarre, the Alcazaba[image: External link] in Almería, and the Castle of Santa Florentina[image: External link] in Canet de Mar[image: External link].[77][78]

In August 2015, HBO announced that for the first time since season 1, the show would not be filming any scenes in Croatia. The Croatian city of Dubrovnik has stood in for King's Landing since the beginning of season 2; nearby cities such as Klis[image: External link], Split[image: External link] and Šibenik[image: External link] have been used to depict various other locations.[79] Contradicting the statement by HBO, cast of the show were seen in costume in Dubrovnik in October 2015.[80]

Only a very small portion of the season was filmed in Canada (north of Calgary, Alberta): the scenes featuring Jon Snow's wolf Ghost (played by animal actor Quigly).[81] However, some of the special effects were created at Montreal's Rodeo FX[image: External link] studios which has won Emmy Awards previously for its work on the series.[82]
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 Casting




The sixth season saw the return of Isaac Hempstead Wright as Bran Stark, Kristian Nairn as Hodor[image: External link], Ellie Kendrick as Meera Reed[image: External link], Gemma Whelan[image: External link] as Yara Greyjoy[image: External link], and Rory McCann[image: External link] as Sandor "The Hound" Clegane, who did not appear in the fifth season.[19][40][83] Clive Russell[image: External link], Tobias Menzies[image: External link], Patrick Malahide[image: External link], Richard Dormer[image: External link] and Paul Kaye[image: External link] also returned to the show as Brynden Tully[image: External link], Edmure Tully[image: External link], Balon Greyjoy[image: External link], Beric Dondarrion[image: External link] and Thoros of Myr[image: External link] after not appearing since the third season.[33][34][36][41] Jonathan Pryce as the High Sparrow was added to the series main cast after appearing in a recurring role in the previous season.[84]

Across the Narrow Sea, Melanie Liburd plays a Red priestess from Asshai[image: External link] who is in R'hllor[image: External link]'s service.[85] At the Reach[image: External link], House Tarly is introduced, with Freddie Stroma[image: External link] joining the cast as Samwell Tarly's brother Dickon Tarly, a character who was mentioned in the novels but has yet to appear in them.[86] Other members of House Tarly that were introduced were Randyll Tarly[image: External link], played by James Faulkner[image: External link]; Melessa Tarly, played by Samantha Spiro[image: External link] and Talla Tarly, who was portrayed by Rebecca Benson[image: External link].[87]

Veteran actor Max von Sydow[image: External link] was cast to play the Three-Eyed-Raven, who is training Bran.[27] The character was previously played by Struan Rodger[image: External link] in the fourth season finale "The Children". David Bradley[image: External link] confirmed in August 2015, that he would be returning to the show as Walder Frey[image: External link] after last appearing in the third season finale "Mhysa", but he did not confirm when he would be returning.[88] After the second official trailer was released, it was confirmed that Bradley would appear in the sixth season.[32] Danish actor Pilou Asbæk[image: External link] joins the show as Theon Greyjoy's uncle, pirate captain Euron Greyjoy[image: External link].[42] Members of the Icelandic band Of Monsters and Men[image: External link] made cameo appearances.[89] Ricky Champ[image: External link] played Gatins, an outlaw who is a part of a band using religion to justify extorting the people of the countryside.[38] A young Ned Stark was portrayed by Sebastian Croft in a flashback scene.[90]

The sixth season also included a traveling theater troupe located in Braavos[image: External link] that stages a play called "The Bloody Hand", about the events that have taken place in King's Landing since the beginning of the series. Essie Davis[image: External link] and Kevin Eldon[image: External link] joined the cast in this theater troupe, portraying actors playing Cersei Lannister and Ned Stark, respectively, while Richard E. Grant[image: External link] was cast as the troupe's manager.[56][70][91] Members of Icelandic indie band Of Monsters and Men[image: External link] appear as the musicians of the Braavos theatre group.[92]
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 Fates of key characters




After the fifth season finale "Mother's Mercy", the fates of several key characters, such as Sansa Stark, Theon Greyjoy[image: External link], Stannis Baratheon, Myrcella Baratheon and Jon Snow were left unknown. It was later confirmed at the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link] that Sophie Turner and Alfie Allen would return for the sixth season, implying that their characters Sansa and Theon/Reek survived the jump from the castle walls of Winterfell.[17] The director of "Mother's Mercy", David Nutter, said later in an interview that Stannis' death was intended by the episode's script.[93] Showrunners David Benioff and D.B. Weiss also confirmed that Myrcella died after being poisoned by Ellaria Sand[image: External link].[94]

Although Weiss had stated that Jon Snow is indeed dead,[95] photos of Kit Harington, the actor playing Jon Snow, arriving in Belfast surfaced in July 2015. Since the season 6 script read-throughs were being held in Belfast, these photos fueled speculation that his character might not be dead after all.[96] However, Joanna Robinson of Vanity Fair[image: External link] pointed out that Charles Dance was seen at Belfast the previous year, and his character Tywin Lannister only appeared in the first episode of the subsequent season and only as a corpse, although Dance himself confirmed the nature of his role shortly after the announcement.[96][97] Another photo, showing Harington on set in Belfast in a costume that varied from the Night's Watch outfit, was published on September 25, 2015.[98] There has been considerable fan speculation regarding how Jon might have survived, including spiritually possessing his direwolf's body and being brought back to life by Melisandre.[95][99][100][101] In February 2016, actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau revealed that the opening scene of the sixth season will "kind of reveal that Jon Snow is ...dead."[102] In March 2016, Harington confirmed in an interview that he did in fact film new scenes for the sixth season as a corpse, and that he knows for how long his character is to remain that way.[15]
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 Promotion




On November 23, 2015, a teaser poster displaying Jon Snow was released on the official Game of Thrones Twitter[image: External link] account.[103] A 41-second teaser trailer was released on December 3, featuring Jon Snow from the fifth season episode "Hardhome", as well as many of the previous seasons' highlights, and a voice-over from Max von Sydow[image: External link] as the Three-Eyed Raven and Isaac Hempstead Wright as Bran Stark.[104] The first footage from the season was revealed in a new promotional video released by HBO highlighting its new and returning original shows for the coming year on December 6, 2015, showcasing scenes involving Daenerys Targaryen, Ramsay Bolton, Cersei Lannister, and Tommen Baratheon.[105] On December 28, 2015, Entertainment Weekly released its "Exclusive First Look" issue, featuring an image of Bran Stark, who was noticeably older from his last appearance in season four, and with shorter hair.[106]

On January 22, 2016, three teaser trailers were released, with each teaser depicting the banners of the houses Targaryen[image: External link], Lannister[image: External link] and Stark[image: External link], and included voice-overs by Iwan Rheon as Ramsay Bolton, Jonathan Pryce as The High Sparrow and an unknown character speaking in Dothraki.[107] On February 11, 2016, HBO released 28 exclusive photos from the sixth season, picturing several of the main characters during the season and confirming the fates of Theon, Sansa and Myrcella, while Jon Snow was notably absent.[41] HBO released a teaser trailer on February 14, 2016, that shows the faces of a number of living as well as deceased characters such as Ned Stark, Robb Stark, Catelyn Stark, Joffrey Baratheon, Tywin Lannister, Stannis Baratheon, Ygritte and, controversially, Jon Snow in the House of Black and White.[108] On February 24, 2016, HBO released 16 character posters of both deceased and alive characters, and two official posters featuring various characters.[109]

A behind-the-scenes video of the sixth season was released on February 29, 2016, focusing on camera operators working on the show.[110] The first official trailer for season 6 was released on March 8, 2016.[31] Another behind-the-scenes video was released on March 22, 2016, focusing on the creative process of prosthetics, specifically the White Walkers. The video also contained new footage of White Walkers from the sixth season.[111] On March 24, Entertainment Weekly revealed a series of new issues titled "Dame of Thrones", featuring six of the female lead characters from the series and focus on the sixth season.[112] On March 26, 2016, new photos from season six, in addition to a new promo named "March Madness" with new footage, was released by HBO.[113][114] After the screening of the season premiere "The Red Woman", HBO released a second official trailer.[32] As well, in July 2016, HBO released a "blooper reel" online, a video of outtakes from season 6.[115]
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 Music




See: Game of Thrones: Season 6 (soundtrack)


The soundtrack[image: External link] for the season was released digitally on June 24, 2016, and will be on CD on July 29, 2016.[116] The album reached No. 27 on Billboard 200[image: External link],[117] No. 1 on Soundtrack chart,[118] and No. 79 on the Canadian Albums chart on its digital release,[119] with the track from the season finale "Light of the Seven" reaching No. 1 on Billboard's Spotify[image: External link] Viral 50 chart.[120]
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 After the Thrones




See: After the Thrones


After the Thrones, a live[image: External link] aftershow[image: External link] in which hosts Andy Greenwald[image: External link] and Chris Ryan discuss episodes of the series, airs on the stand-alone streaming service HBO Now on the Monday following each episode of the show's sixth season.[121]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception




The season received highly positive reviews, with special praise directed at the episodes "The Door", "Battle of the Bastards" and "The Winds of Winter". On Metacritic[image: External link], the season (based on the first episode) has a score of 73 out of 100 based on 9 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[122] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the sixth season has a 96 percent approval rating from 29 critics with an average rating of 8.4 out of 10. The season also received a 95% episode average score on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link].[123]




	Game of Thrones



	



	
Season 6 (2016): Percentage of positive reviews tracked by the website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link][123]
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 Ratings




The season finale had 8.89 million viewers on its initial airing on HBO, up 10% from previous season's finale, which was the most-watched episode prior to this episode.[124] The average gross viewing figure per episode for the show, which include streaming, DVR recordings and repeat showings, reached over 25 million this season,[125] and it was described as the last consensus show on television.[126] The figure went up by 25% compared to previous year,[127] and viewing figures of the show this season on its on demand services HBO Now and HBO Go[image: External link] went up by over 90%, which were new records for HBO. Almost 40% of viewers of the show watched this season on HBO digital platforms.[125] The show also broke records on pay television channels in 2016 in the United Kingdom with an average audience of more than 5 million across all platforms,[128] and in Australia with a cumulative average audience of 1.2 million viewers.[129]



	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"The Red Woman"
	April 24, 2016
	4.0
	7.94[4]
	1.0
	2.11
	5.0
	10.06[130]



	2
	"Home"
	May 1, 2016
	3.7
	7.29[5]
	0.9
	1.92
	4.6
	9.20[131]1



	3
	"Oathbreaker"
	May 8, 2016
	3.7
	7.28[6]
	1.0
	1.96
	4.7
	9.24[132]1



	4
	"Book of the Stranger"
	May 15, 2016
	3.9
	7.82[7]
	1.1
	2.22
	5.0
	10.05[133]1



	5
	"The Door"
	May 22, 2016
	4.0
	7.89[8]
	1.4
	2.76
	5.4
	10.65[134]



	6
	"Blood of My Blood"
	May 29, 2016
	3.2
	6.71[9]
	2.0
	3.61
	5.2
	10.32[135]



	7
	"The Broken Man"
	June 5, 2016
	3.9
	7.80[10]
	1.5
	2.81
	5.4
	10.61[136]



	8
	"No One"
	June 12, 2016
	3.9
	7.60[11]
	1.5
	3.0
	5.4
	10.60[137]



	9
	"Battle of the Bastards"
	June 19, 2016
	3.8
	7.66[12]
	1.7
	3.42
	5.5
	11.08[138]



	10
	"The Winds of Winter"
	June 26, 2016
	4.3
	8.89[13]
	1.6
	3.19
	5.9
	12.08[139]




^1 Live +7 ratings were not available, so Live +3 ratings have been used instead.






	
Game of Thrones: Viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[140]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[140]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[141]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[142]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[143]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[144]
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 Accolades




For the 32nd TCA Awards[image: External link], the series was nominated for Program of the Year and Outstanding Achievement in Drama.[145] For the 68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series received 23 nominations, the most of any series. It won 12 awards, including Outstanding Drama Series, David Benioff and D. B. Weiss for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series for "Battle of the Bastards", and Miguel Sapochnik for Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series for "Battle of the Bastards".[146][147] For the 7th Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link], the series won for Best Drama Series.[148]



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	AFI Awards[image: External link]
	AFI TV Award
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[149]



	32nd TCA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement in Drama[image: External link]
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[145]



	Program of the Year[image: External link]
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	TV Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Best International Show
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[150]



	Dragon Awards[image: External link]
	Best Science Fiction or Fantasy TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[151]



	Gold Derby TV Awards 2016
	Best Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[152]



	Ensemble of the Year
	The cast of Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Best Drama Supporting Actor
	Kit Harington
	Won



	Best Drama Supporting Actress
	Lena Headey
	Won



	Best Drama Guest Actor
	Ian McShane[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Max Von Sydow
	Nominated



	Best Drama Episode
	"Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated



	"The Winds of Winter"
	Nominated



	Artios Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting – Television Series Drama
	Nina Gold, Robert Sterne, Carla Stronge
	Nominated
	[153]



	EWwy Award
	Best Supporting Actress, Drama
	Sophie Turner
	Won
	[154]



	68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[146]

[155]



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series
	Peter Dinklage as Tyrion Lannister
	Nominated



	Kit Harington as Jon Snow
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
	Emilia Clarke as Daenerys Targaryen
	Nominated



	Lena Headey as Cersei Lannister
	Nominated



	Maisie Williams as Arya Stark
	Nominated



	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series
	Jack Bender[image: External link] for "The Door"
	Nominated



	Miguel Sapochnik for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series
	David Benioff and D. B. Weiss for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	68th Primetime Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Casting for a Drama Series
	Nina Gold, Robert Sterne, and Carla Stronge
	Won



	Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Max von Sydow[image: External link] as Three-Eyed Raven
	Nominated



	Outstanding Cinematography for a Single-Camera Series
	Gregory Middleton for Home
	Nominated



	Outstanding Costumes for a Fantasy Series[image: External link]
	Michele Clapton, Chloe Aubry, Sheena Wichary for The Winds of Winter
	Won



	Outstanding Hairstyling for a Single-Camera Series[image: External link]
	Kevin Alexander, Candice Banks, Nicola Mount, Laura Pollock, Gary Machin, Rosalia Culora for The Door
	Nominated



	Outstanding Make-up for a Single-Camera Series (Non-Prosthetic)[image: External link]
	Jane Walker, Kate Thompson, Nicola Mathews, Kay Bilk, Marianna Kyriacou, Pamela Smyth for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	Outstanding Production Design for a Fantasy Program[image: External link]
	Deborah Riley, Paul Ghirardani, Rob Cameron for Blood of My Blood, The Broken Man, and No One
	Won



	Outstanding Prosthetic Makeup for a Series[image: External link]
	Jane Walker, Sarah Gower, Emma Sheffield, Tristan Versluis, Barrie Gower for The Door
	Won



	Outstanding Single-Camera Picture Editing for a Drama series[image: External link]
	Tim Porter[image: External link] for Battle of the Bastards
	Won



	Katie Weiland for Oathbreaker
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Editing for a Series[image: External link]
	Tim Kimmel, Tim Hands, Paul Bercovitch, Paula Fairfield, Bradley C. Katona, Michael Wabro, David Klotz, Brett Voss, Jeffrey Wilhoit, Dylan Tuomy-Wilhoit for The Door
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Mixing for a Series[image: External link]
	Ronan Hill, Richard Dyer, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters for Battle of the Bastards
	Won



	Outstanding Special Visual Effects
	Steve Kullback, Joe Bauer, Adam Chazen, Derek Spears, Eric Carney, Sam Conway, Matthew Rouleau, Michelle Blok, Glenn Melenhorst for Battle of the Bastards
	Won



	Outstanding Stunt Coordination for a Series[image: External link]
	Rowley Irlam
	Won



	Outstanding Interactive Program
	Game of Thrones Main Titles 360 Experience
	Nominated



	Hollywood Professional Alliance
	Outstanding Sound
	Tim Kimmel, Paula Fairfield, Mathew Waters, Onnalee Blank, Bradley Katona, Paul Bercovitch for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated
	[156]



	Outstanding Editing
	Tim Porter for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	Outstanding Visual Effects
	Joe Bauer, Eric Carney, Derek Spears, Glenn Melenhorst, Matthew Rouleau for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	Australian Production Design Guild
	Production Design for a Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[157]



	3D Award for Visual Effects Design
	Iloura for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won



	American Society of Cinematographers
	Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography in Regular Series
	Fabian Wagner for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won
	[158]



	Anette Haellmigk for "Book of the Stranger"
	Nominated



	7th Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Drama Series[image: External link]
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[159]

[160]

[148]



	Best Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	Kit Harington
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Emilia Clarke
	Nominated



	Lena Headey
	Nominated



	Most Bingeworthy Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	IGN Awards
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[161]



	Best TV Episode
	"The Winds of Winter"
	Nominated



	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	IGN People's Choice Award
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won
	[161]



	Best TV Episode
	"The Winds of Winter"
	Won



	Best TV Drama Series
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	MTV Fandom Awards[image: External link]
	Fan Freak Out of the Year
	Game of Thrones - Resurrection of Jon Snow
	Nominated
	[162]



	2017
	43rd People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Premium Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Show
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[163]



	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actress
	Emilia Clarke
	Nominated



	44th Annie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Achievement, Character Animation in a Live Action Production
	Nicholas Tripodi, Dean Elliott, James Hollingworth, Matt Weaver for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated
	[164]

[165]



	74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Television Series – Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[166]



	Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]
	Lena Headey
	Nominated



	21st Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]
	Lena Headey
	Nominated
	[167]

[168]



	Best Television Series – Genre
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	Writers Guild of America Awards 2016[image: External link]
	Episodic Drama[image: External link]
	David Benioff and D.B. Weiss for "The Winds of Winter"
	Nominated
	[169]



	Television Drama Series[image: External link]
	David Benioff, Bryan Cogman, Dave Hill, D.B. Weiss
	Nominated



	23rd Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Drama Series
	Boian Anev, Kristina Baskett, Rachelle Beinart, Richard Bradshaw, Michael Byrch, Nick Chopping, Christopher Cox, Jake Cox, David Cronnelly, Matt Crook, Levan Doran, Bradley Farmer, Vladimir Furdik, Richard Hansen, Rob Hayns, Paul Howell, Rowley Irlam, Erol Ismail, Milen Kaleychev, Leigh Maddern, Jonathan McBride, Leona McCarron, Kim McGarrity, Richard Mead, Casey Michaels, Sian Milne, David Newton, Jason Otelle, Radoslav Parvanov, Ian Pead, Rashid Phoenix, Andy Pilgrim, Marc Redmond, Paul Shapcott, Jonny Stockwell, Ryan Stuart, Edward Upcott, Leo Woodruff
	Won
	[170]



	Outstanding Performance by An Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Alfie Allen, Jacob Anderson, Dean Charles Chapman, Emilia Clarke, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Liam Cunnungham, Peter Dinklage, Nathalie Emmanuel, Kit Harington, Lena Headey, Conleth Hill, Kristofer Hivju, Michiel Huisman, Faye Marsay, Jonathan Pryce, Sophie Turner, Carcie Van Houten, Gemma Whelan, Maisie Williams,
	Nominated



	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Peter Dinklage
	Nominated



	American Cinema Editors Awards 2017[image: External link]
	Best Edited One-Hour Series For Non-Commercial Television
	Tim Porter for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won
	[171]



	Art Directors Guild Awards 2016[image: External link]
	One-Hour Single Camera Period Or Fantasy Television Series
	Deborah Riley for "Blood of My Blood", "The Broken Man" and "No One"
	Nominated
	[172]



	Producers Guild of America Awards 2016[image: External link]
	The Norman Felton Award for Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama
	David Benioff, D.B. Weiss, Bernadette Caulfield, Frank Doelger, Carolyn Strauss, Bryan Cogman, Lisa McAtackney, Chris Newman, Greg Spence
	Nominated
	[173]



	Visual Effects Society Awards 2016[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Photoreal Episode
	Joe Bauer, Steve Kullback, Glenn Melenhorst, Matthew Rouleau, Sam Conway for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won
	[174]

[175]



	Outstanding Animated Performance in an Episode or Real-Time Project
	James Kinnings, Michael Holzl, Matt Derksen, Joeseph Hoback for "Battle of the Bastards" – Drogon
	Won



	Sebastian Lauer, Jonathan Symmonds, Thomas Kutschera, Anthony Sieben for "Home" – Emaciated Dragon
	Nominated



	Outstanding Created Environment in an Episode, Commercial or Real-Time Project
	Deak Ferrand, Dominic Daigle, François Croteau, Alexandru Banuta for "Battle of the Bastards" – Meereen City
	Won



	Edmond Engelbrecht, Tomoka Matsumura, Edwin Holdsworth, Cheri Fojtik for "The Winds of Winter" – Citadel
	Nominated



	Outstanding Virtual Cinematography in a Photoreal Project
	Patrick Tiberius Gehlen, Michelle Blok, Christopher Baird, Drew Wood-Davies for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Effects Simulations in an Episode, Commercial, or Real-Time Project
	Kevin Blom, Sasmit Ranadive, Wanghua Huang, Ben Andersen for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated



	Thomas Hullin, Dominik Kirouac, James Dong, Xavier Fourmond for "Battle of the Bastards" – Meereen City
	Won



	Outstanding Compositing in a Photoreal Episode
	Thomas Montminy-Brodeur, Patrick David, Michael Crane, Joe Salazar for "Battle of the Bastards" - Meereen City
	Nominated



	Dominic Hellier, Morgan Jones, Thijs Noij, Caleb Thompson for "Battle of the Bastards" – Retaking Winterfell
	Won



	Eduardo Díaz, Aníbal Del Busto, Angel Rico, Sonsoles López-Aranguren for "The Door" – Land of Always Winter
	Nominated



	Cinema Audio Society Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Sound Mixing – Television Series – One Hour
	Ronan Hill, Onnalee Blank, Mathew Waters, Richard Dyer, Brett Voss for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won
	[176]



	69th Directors Guild of America Awards[image: External link]
	Dramatic Series
	Miguel Sapochnik for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Won
	[177]



	USC Scripter Award
	Best Adapted Screenplay
	David Benioff and D.B. Weiss for "The Winds of Winter"
	Nominated
	[178]



	Hollywood Makeup Artist and Hair Stylist Guild Awards
	Best Period and/or Character Makeup – Television
	Jane Walker, Kay Bilk
	Won
	[179]



	Best Period and/or Character Hair Styling – Television
	Kevin Alexander, Candice Banks
	Won



	Best Special Makeup Effects – Television
	Barrie Gower, Sarah Gower
	Nominated



	Costume Designers Guild Awards
	Outstanding Fantasy Television Series
	Michele Clapton, April Ferry[image: External link]
	Won
	[180]



	Dorian Awards[image: External link]
	TV Drama of the Year
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[181]



	22nd National Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[182]

[183]



	Golden Reel Awards
	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: FX/Foley
	Tim Kimmel, Brett Voss, John Matter, Jeffrey Wilhoit, Dylan Wilhoit, Paula Fairfield and Bradley Katona for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated
	[184]



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Dialogue / ADR
	Tim Kimmel and Tim Hands for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing in Television, Short Form: Music
	David Klotz for "Battle of the Bastards"
	Nominated



	Society of Camera Operators Awards[image: External link]
	Camera Operator of the Year – Television
	Sean Savage
	Nominated
	[185]



	Zulu Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Nikolaj Coster-Waldau
	Nominated
	[186]



	Location Managers Guild Awards
	LMGI Award for Outstanding Locations in Period Television
	Matt Jones and Naomi Liston
	Pending
	[187]



	43rd Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Fantasy Television Series
	Game of Thrones
	Pending
	[188]



	Best Supporting Actor on Television
	Kit Harington
	Pending



	Best Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Lena Headey
	Pending



	22nd Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best TV Series
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated
	[189]



	Irish Film & Television Academy[image: External link]
	Best Television Drama
	Game of Thrones
	Pending
	[190]



	Actor in a Supporting Role – Television
	Liam Cunningham
	Pending



	Best Sound
	Game of Thrones
	Pending



	Best VFX
	Game of Thrones
	Pending
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The season was simulcast around the world by HBO and its broadcast partners. While in some countries, it aired the day after its first release.[191]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




The season was released on Blu-ray and DVD on November 15, 2016.[192] The set includes extra background, behind-the-scenes material and deleted scenes[image: External link].[192]



	Game of Thrones: The Complete Sixth Season



	Set details
	Special features



	

	Format: AC-3, Blu-ray, DTS Surround Sound, Dubbed, NTSC, Subtitled, Widescreen

	Language: English, French, Castilian, German

	Subtitles: English, French, Castilian, German, Dutch, Danish, Finnish, Greek, Hebrew, Norwegian, Portuguese, Romanian, Swedish, Turkish

	16:9 aspect ratio

	5-disc set, 10 episodes




	

	"18 Hours At The Paint Hall": Follow all three shooting units as they converge in this behind-the-scenes snapshot of a day in the life of the largest show on television.

	"The Battle Of The Bastards": An In-Depth Look – Behind-the-scenes piece examining the production challenges of creating this epic event, including explorations of VFX, stunts, and interviews with key cast and crew.

	"Recreating The Dothraki World": Behind-the-scenes piece looking at the creation of Vaes Dothrak and its importance to Dany’s evolution.

	13 audio commentaries by, among others, Benioff, Weiss, Dinklage, Headey, Harington, Coster-Waldau, Turner and more.



Blu-ray exclusive:


	"In-Episode Guide": In-feature resource that provides background information about on-screen characters, locations and relevant histories.

	"Histories & Lore": Learn about the mythology of Westeros as told from the varying perspectives of the characters themselves, includes 18 history pieces.[192]








	DVD release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	November 15, 2016[192][193]
	November 14, 2016[194]
	November 16, 2016[195]
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 Copyright infringement




The sixth season of Game of Thrones was the most-pirated TV series in 2016.[196]
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List of Game of Thrones episodes





Game of Thrones is an American fantasy[image: External link] drama television series created by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. The series is based on the A Song of Ice and Fire novels by author George R. R. Martin. The series takes place on the fictional continents of Westeros[image: External link] and Essos[image: External link] and chronicles the power struggles among noble families as they fight for control of the Iron Throne of the Seven Kingdoms. The series starts when House Stark[image: External link], led by Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark (Sean Bean[image: External link]) is drawn into schemes against King Robert Baratheon (Mark Addy[image: External link]) when the Hand of the King Jon Arryn[image: External link] (Robert's chief advisor) dies mysteriously.[1]

The series premiered on April 17, 2011, on HBO. David Benioff and D. B. Weiss both serve as executive producers along with Carolyn Strauss[image: External link], Frank Doelger, Bernadette Caulfield[image: External link] and George R. R. Martin.[2][3] Filming for the series has taken place in a number of locations, including Croatia, Northern Ireland, Iceland and Spain.[4][5][6] Episodes are broadcast on Sunday at 9:00 pm Eastern Time,[7][8] and the episodes for season one to six are between 50 and 69 minutes in length.[9] The first six seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link].

As of June 26, 2016, 60 episodes of Game of Thrones have aired, concluding the sixth season. The series was renewed for a seventh season in April 2016,[10] which will consist of seven episodes and premiere on July 16, 2017.[11][12] The series will conclude with its eighth season, which will consist of six episodes.[13][14] The show's episodes have won a number of awards, including two Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series.[3]

Series overview



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Avg. viewers

(millions)



	First aired
	Last aired



	
	1
	10
	April 17, 2011
	June 19, 2011
	2.52[15]



	
	2
	10
	April 1, 2012
	June 3, 2012
	3.80[15]



	
	3
	10
	March 31, 2013
	June 9, 2013
	4.97[16]



	
	4
	10
	April 6, 2014
	June 15, 2014
	6.84[17]



	
	5
	10
	April 12, 2015
	June 14, 2015
	6.88[18]



	
	6
	10
	April 24, 2016
	June 26, 2016
	7.69[19]




Episodes

Season 1 (2011)

See: Game of Thrones (season 1)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Winter Is Coming"
	Tim Van Patten[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 17, 2011
	2.22[20]



	2
	2
	"The Kingsroad"
	Tim Van Patten
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 24, 2011
	2.20[21]



	3
	3
	"Lord Snow"
	Brian Kirk[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 1, 2011
	2.44[22]



	4
	4
	"Cripples, Bastards, and Broken Things"
	Brian Kirk
	Bryan Cogman
	May 8, 2011
	2.45[23]



	5
	5
	"The Wolf and the Lion"
	Brian Kirk
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 15, 2011
	2.58[24]



	6
	6
	"A Golden Crown"
	Daniel Minahan[image: External link]
	Story by : David Benioff & D. B. Weiss

Teleplay by : Jane Espenson[image: External link] and David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 22, 2011
	2.44[25]



	7
	7
	"You Win or You Die"
	Daniel Minahan
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 29, 2011
	2.40[26]



	8
	8
	"The Pointy End"
	Daniel Minahan
	George R. R. Martin
	June 5, 2011
	2.72[27]



	9
	9
	"Baelor"
	Alan Taylor[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 12, 2011
	2.66[28]



	10
	10
	"Fire and Blood"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 19, 2011
	3.04[29]




Season 2 (2012)

See: Game of Thrones (season 2)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	11
	1
	"The North Remembers"
	Alan Taylor[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 1, 2012
	3.86[30]



	12
	2
	"The Night Lands"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 8, 2012
	3.76[31]



	13
	3
	"What Is Dead May Never Die"
	Alik Sakharov[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	April 15, 2012
	3.77[32]



	14
	4
	"Garden of Bones"
	David Petrarca[image: External link]
	Vanessa Taylor[image: External link]
	April 22, 2012
	3.65[33]



	15
	5
	"The Ghost of Harrenhal"
	David Petrarca
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 29, 2012
	3.90[34]



	16
	6
	"The Old Gods and the New"
	David Nutter
	Vanessa Taylor
	May 6, 2012
	3.88[35]



	17
	7
	"A Man Without Honor"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 13, 2012
	3.69[36]



	18
	8
	"The Prince of Winterfell"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 20, 2012
	3.86[37]



	19
	9
	"Blackwater"
	Neil Marshall[image: External link]
	George R. R. Martin
	May 27, 2012
	3.38[38]



	20
	10
	"Valar Morghulis"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 3, 2012
	4.20[39]




Season 3 (2013)

See: Game of Thrones (season 3)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	21
	1
	"Valar Dohaeris"
	Daniel Minahan[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	March 31, 2013
	4.37[40]



	22
	2
	"Dark Wings, Dark Words"
	Daniel Minahan
	Vanessa Taylor[image: External link]
	April 7, 2013
	4.27[41]



	23
	3
	"Walk of Punishment"
	David Benioff
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 14, 2013
	4.72[42]



	24
	4
	"And Now His Watch Is Ended"
	Alex Graves[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 21, 2013
	4.87[43]



	25
	5
	"Kissed by Fire"
	Alex Graves
	Bryan Cogman
	April 28, 2013
	5.35[44]



	26
	6
	"The Climb"
	Alik Sakharov[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 5, 2013
	5.50[45]



	27
	7
	"The Bear and the Maiden Fair"
	Michelle MacLaren[image: External link]
	George R. R. Martin
	May 12, 2013
	4.84[46]



	28
	8
	"Second Sons"
	Michelle MacLaren
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 19, 2013
	5.13[47]



	29
	9
	"The Rains of Castamere"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 2, 2013
	5.22[48]



	30
	10
	"Mhysa"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 9, 2013
	5.39[49]




Season 4 (2014)

See: Game of Thrones (season 4)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	31
	1
	"Two Swords"
	D. B. Weiss
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 6, 2014
	6.64[50]



	32
	2
	"The Lion and the Rose"
	Alex Graves[image: External link]
	George R. R. Martin
	April 13, 2014
	6.31[51]



	33
	3
	"Breaker of Chains"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 20, 2014
	6.59[52]



	34
	4
	"Oathkeeper"
	Michelle MacLaren[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	April 27, 2014
	6.95[53]



	35
	5
	"First of His Name"
	Michelle MacLaren
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 4, 2014
	7.16[54]



	36
	6
	"The Laws of Gods and Men"
	Alik Sakharov[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	May 11, 2014
	6.40[55]



	37
	7
	"Mockingbird"
	Alik Sakharov
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 18, 2014
	7.20[56]



	38
	8
	"The Mountain and the Viper"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 1, 2014
	7.17[57]



	39
	9
	"The Watchers on the Wall"
	Neil Marshall[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 8, 2014
	6.95[58]



	40
	10
	"The Children"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 15, 2014
	7.09[59]




Season 5 (2015)

See: Game of Thrones (season 5)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	41
	1
	"The Wars to Come"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 12, 2015
	8.00[60]



	42
	2
	"The House of Black and White"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 19, 2015
	6.81[61]



	43
	3
	"High Sparrow"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 26, 2015
	6.71[62]



	44
	4
	"Sons of the Harpy"
	Mark Mylod
	Dave Hill
	May 3, 2015
	6.82[63]



	45
	5
	"Kill the Boy"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 10, 2015
	6.56[64]



	46
	6
	"Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 17, 2015
	6.24[65]



	47
	7
	"The Gift"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 24, 2015
	5.40[66]



	48
	8
	"Hardhome"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 31, 2015
	7.01[67]



	49
	9
	"The Dance of Dragons"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 7, 2015
	7.14[68]



	50
	10
	"Mother's Mercy"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 14, 2015
	8.11[69]




Season 6 (2016)

See: Game of Thrones (season 6)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	51
	1
	"The Red Woman"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 24, 2016
	7.94[70]



	52
	2
	"Home"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Dave Hill
	May 1, 2016
	7.29[71]



	53
	3
	"Oathbreaker"
	Daniel Sackheim[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 8, 2016
	7.28[72]



	54
	4
	"Book of the Stranger"
	Daniel Sackheim
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 15, 2016
	7.82[73]



	55
	5
	"The Door"
	Jack Bender[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 22, 2016
	7.89[74]



	56
	6
	"Blood of My Blood"
	Jack Bender
	Bryan Cogman
	May 29, 2016
	6.71[75]



	57
	7
	"The Broken Man"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	June 5, 2016
	7.80[76]



	58
	8
	"No One"
	Mark Mylod
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 12, 2016
	7.60[77]



	59
	9
	"Battle of the Bastards"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 19, 2016
	7.66[78]



	60
	10
	"The Winds of Winter"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 26, 2016
	8.89[79]




Home media releases



	Season
	Episodes
	DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] release date



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	
	1
	10
	March 6, 2012[80]
	March 5, 2012[81]
	August 10, 2012[82]



	
	2
	10
	February 19, 2013[83]
	March 4, 2013[84]
	March 6, 2013[85]



	
	3
	10
	February 18, 2014[86]
	February 17, 2014[87]
	February 19, 2014[88]



	
	4
	10
	February 17, 2015[89]
	February 16, 2015[90]
	February 18, 2015[91]



	
	5
	10
	March 15, 2016[92]
	March 14, 2016[93]
	March 16, 2016[94]



	
	6
	10
	November 15, 2016[95]
	November 14, 2016[96]
	November 16, 2016[97]




Ratings






	
Game of Thrones: Viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[15]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[15]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[98]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[99]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[100]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[101]
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Game of Thrones





Game of Thrones is an American fantasy[image: External link] drama television series created by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. It is an adaptation of A Song of Ice and Fire, George R. R. Martin's series of fantasy novels, the first of which is A Game of Thrones. It is filmed at Titanic Studios in Belfast[image: External link], on location in the United Kingdom, and in Croatia, Iceland, Malta, Morocco, Spain, and the United States. The series premiered on HBO in the United States on April 17, 2011, and its sixth season ended on June 26, 2016. The series was renewed for a seventh season,[1] which is scheduled to premiere on July 16, 2017,[2] and will conclude with its eighth season in 2018.[3]

Set on the fictional continents of Westeros and Essos, Game of Thrones has several plot lines and a large ensemble cast. The first story arc[image: External link] follows a dynastic conflict among competing claimants for succession to the Iron Throne of the Seven Kingdoms[image: External link], with other noble families fighting for independence from the throne. The second covers attempts to reclaim the throne by the exiled last scion[image: External link] of the realm's deposed ruling dynasty; the third chronicles the threat of the impending winter and the legendary creatures and fierce peoples of the North.

Game of Thrones has attracted record viewership on HBO and has a broad, active, international fan base[image: External link]. It has been acclaimed by critics, particularly for its acting, complex characters, story, scope, and production values, although its frequent use of nudity and violence (including sexual violence) has attracted criticism. The series has received 38 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], including Outstanding Drama Series in 2015 and 2016, more than any other primetime scripted television series. Its other awards and nominations include three Hugo Awards for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link] (2012–2014), a 2011 Peabody Award[image: External link], and four nominations for the Golden Globe Award for Best Television Series – Drama (2012 and 2015–2017). Of the ensemble cast, Peter Dinklage has won two Primetime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (2011 and 2015) and the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link] (2012) for his performance as Tyrion Lannister. Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke, Kit Harington, Maisie Williams, Diana Rigg, and Max von Sydow[image: External link] have also received Primetime Emmy Award nominations for their performances in the series.
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Game of Thrones is roughly based on the storylines of A Song of Ice and Fire,[4][5] set in the fictional Seven Kingdoms of Westeros and the continent of Essos. The series chronicles the violent dynastic struggles among the realm's noble families for the Iron Throne, while other families fight for independence from it. It opens with additional threats in the icy North and Essos in the east.[6]

Showrunner[image: External link] David Benioff jokingly suggested "The Sopranos in Middle-earth[image: External link]" as Game of Thrones' tagline[image: External link], referring to its intrigue-filled plot and dark tone in a fantasy setting of magic and dragons.[7] In a 2012 study of deaths per episode, it ranked second out of 40 recent U.S. TV drama series (with an average of 14).[8]
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See: Themes in A Song of Ice and Fire


The series is generally praised for what is perceived as a sort of medieval realism.[9][10] George R.R. Martin set out to make the story feel more like historical fiction than contemporary fantasy, with less emphasis on magic and sorcery and more on battles, political intrigue, and the characters, believing that magic should be used moderately in the epic fantasy genre.[11][12][13] Benioff said, "George brought a measure of harsh realism to high fantasy. He introduced gray tones into a black-and-white universe."[13]

A common theme in the fantasy genre is the battle between good and evil[image: External link], which Martin says does not mirror the real world.[14] Just like people's capacity for good and for evil in real life, Martin explores the questions of redemption and character change.[15] The show allows the audience to view different characters from their perspective, unlike in many other fantasies, and thus the supposed villains can provide their side of the story.[13][16]

Main characters are regularly killed off, and this has been credited with developing tension among viewers.[13] The series also reflects the substantial death rates in war.[17]
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Although the first season is a faithful adaptation of the novel, later seasons have significant changes. According to David Benioff, the show is "about adapting the series as a whole and following the map George laid out for us and hitting the major milestones, but not necessarily each of the stops along the way".[18]

The novels and their adaptations base aspects of their settings, characters, and plot on events in European history.[19] A principal inspiration for the novels is the English Wars of the Roses[image: External link][20] (1455–85) between the houses of Lancaster[image: External link] and York[image: External link], reflected in Martin's houses of Lannister[image: External link] and Stark[image: External link]. Most of Westeros is reminiscent of high medieval[image: External link] western Europe, from lands and cultures,[21] to the palace intrigue, castles, and knightly tournaments. The scheming Cersei evokes Isabella[image: External link], the "she-wolf of France" (1295–1358);[19] Isabella and her family (particularly as portrayed in Maurice Druon[image: External link]'s historical-novel series, The Accursed Kings[image: External link]) inspired Martin.[22] Other historical antecedents of series elements include Hadrian's Wall[image: External link] (which becomes Martin's Wall), the legend of Atlantis[image: External link] (ancient Valyria[image: External link]), Byzantine Greek fire[image: External link] ("wildfire"), Damascus steel[image: External link] (Valyrian steel), the Colossus of Rhodes[image: External link] (the Titan of Braavos[image: External link]), Ancient Egypt[image: External link] (Slaver's Bay), the Crusades[image: External link] (the Faith Militant), Icelandic sagas[image: External link] of the Viking Age[image: External link] (the Ironborn[image: External link]), the Mongol hordes[image: External link] (the Dothraki[image: External link]), the Hundred Years' War[image: External link] (1337–1453), and the Italian Renaissance[image: External link] (c. 1400–1500).[19] The series' popularity has been attributed, in part, to Martin's skill at fusing these elements into a seamless, credible version of alternate history[image: External link].[19]
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 Cast and characters




See: List of Game of Thrones characters[image: External link]


Game of Thrones has an ensemble cast estimated as the largest on television;[23] during its third season, 257 cast names were recorded.[24] In 2014, several actor contracts were renegotiated to include a seventh-season option, with raises which reportedly made them among the highest-paid performers on cable TV[image: External link].[25] The main cast is listed below.[26]

Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark (Sean Bean[image: External link]) is the head of House Stark, whose members are involved in most of the series' plot lines. He and his wife, Catelyn Tully[image: External link] (Michelle Fairley[image: External link]), have five children: Robb (Richard Madden[image: External link]), the eldest, followed by Sansa (Sophie Turner), Arya (Maisie Williams), Bran (Isaac Hempstead-Wright) and Rickon (Art Parkinson[image: External link]), the youngest. Ned's illegitimate[image: External link] son Jon Snow (Kit Harington) and his friend, Samwell Tarly (John Bradley), serve in the Night's Watch[image: External link] under Lord Commander Jeor Mormont[image: External link] (James Cosmo[image: External link]). The Wildlings living north of the Wall include warriors Tormund Giantsbane (Kristofer Hivju), Ygritte (Rose Leslie[image: External link]) and young Gilly (Hannah Murray).[27]

Others associated with House Stark include Ned's ward Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] (Alfie Allen), his vassal[image: External link] Roose Bolton (Michael McElhatton), and Bolton's bastard son, Ramsay Snow[image: External link] (Iwan Rheon). Robb falls in love with the healer Talisa Maegyr[image: External link] (Oona Chaplin[image: External link]), and Arya befriends blacksmith's apprentice Gendry (Joe Dempsie[image: External link]) and assassin Jaqen H'ghar (Tom Wlaschiha). The tall warrior Brienne of Tarth (Gwendoline Christie) serves Catelyn and, later, Sansa.[27]

In King's Landing, the capital, Ned's friend King Robert Baratheon (Mark Addy[image: External link]) shares a loveless marriage with Cersei Lannister (Lena Headey) – who has taken her twin, the Kingslayer Ser Jaime Lannister (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau), as her lover. She loathes her younger brother, the dwarf Tyrion Lannister (Peter Dinklage), who is attended by his mistress Shae[image: External link] (Sibel Kekilli[image: External link]) and the sellsword Bronn (Jerome Flynn[image: External link]). Cersei's father is Lord Tywin Lannister (Charles Dance). Cersei also has two young sons: Joffrey (Jack Gleeson[image: External link]) and Tommen (Dean-Charles Chapman). Joffrey is guarded by the scar-faced warrior, Sandor "the Hound" Clegane (Rory McCann[image: External link]).[27]

The king's Small Council of advisors includes crafty Master of Coin Lord Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish (Aidan Gillen) and eunuch[image: External link] spymaster Lord Varys (Conleth Hill). Robert's brother, Stannis Baratheon (Stephen Dillane), is advised by foreign priestess Melisandre (Carice van Houten) and former smuggler Ser Davos Seaworth (Liam Cunningham). The wealthy Tyrell family is primarily represented at court by Margaery Tyrell[image: External link] (Natalie Dormer). The High Sparrow (Jonathan Pryce) is the capital's principal religious leader. In the southern principality of Dorne, Ellaria Sand[image: External link] (Indira Varma) seeks vengeance against the Lannisters.[27]

Across the Narrow Sea, siblings Viserys (Harry Lloyd[image: External link]) and Daenerys Targaryen (Emilia Clarke) – the exiled children of the last king of the original ruling dynasty, who was overthrown by Robert Baratheon – are running for their lives and trying to win back the throne. Daenerys has been married to Khal Drogo (Jason Momoa[image: External link]), the leader of the nomadic Dothraki. Her retinue includes exiled knight Ser Jorah Mormont (Iain Glen[image: External link]), her aide Missandei (Nathalie Emmanuel) and the sellsword Daario Naharis (Michiel Huisman).[27]
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 Conception and development




In January 2006, George R. R. Martin's literary agent sent the first four books of A Song of Ice and Fire to David Benioff after a phone conversation.[28] Benioff read a few hundred pages of the first novel, A Game of Thrones, shared his enthusiasm with D. B. Weiss and suggested that they adapt Martin's novels into a television series; Weiss finished the first novel in "maybe 36 hours".[29] They pitched[image: External link] the series to HBO after a five-hour meeting with Martin (a veteran screenwriter) in a restaurant on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link]. According to Benioff, they won Martin over with their answer to his question, "Who is Jon Snow's mother?[image: External link]"[30] Asked about why they decided to turn the novels into an HBO show instead of a feature film, Benioff said that it would be impossible, considering that the scale of the novels is too big for a feature film and would mean dozen of characters would be discarded. Benioff also added, "a fantasy movie of this scope, financed by a major studio, would almost certainly need a PG-13 rating. That means no sex, no blood, no profanity. Fuck that."[13]

The series began development in January 2007.[4] HBO acquired the TV rights to the novels, and Benioff and Weiss were its executive producers. The intention was for each novel to yield a season's worth of episodes.[4] Initially, Benioff and Weiss were to write every episode except one per season which was reserved for Martin (who was co-executive producer).[4][31] Jane Espenson[image: External link] and Bryan Cogman were later added to write one episode apiece the first season.[6]

The first and second drafts of the pilot[image: External link] script by Benioff and Weiss were submitted in August 2007[32] and June 2008,[33] respectively. Although HBO liked both drafts,[33][34] a pilot was not ordered until November 2008;[35] the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] may have delayed the process.[34] The pilot episode, "Winter Is Coming", was first shot in 2009; after a poor reception in a private viewing, HBO demanded an extensive re-shoot (about 90 percent of the episode, with cast and directorial changes).[30][36]

The pilot reportedly cost HBO $5–10 million,[37] and the first season's budget was estimated at $50–60 million.[38] In the second season, the show received a 15-percent budget increase for the climactic battle in "Blackwater" (which had an $8 million budget).[39][40] Between 2012 and 2015, the average budget per episode increased from $6 million[41] to "at least" $8 million.[42] The sixth-season budget was over $10 million per episode, for a season total of over $100 million and a series record.[43]
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 Casting




Nina Gold and Robert Sterne are the series' primary casting directors.[44] Through a process of auditions and readings, the main cast was assembled. The only exceptions were Peter Dinklage and Sean Bean[image: External link], whom the writers wanted from the start; they were announced as joining the pilot[image: External link] in 2009.[45][46] Other actors signed for the pilot were Kit Harington as Jon Snow, Jack Gleeson[image: External link] as Joffrey Baratheon, Harry Lloyd[image: External link] as Viserys Targaryen and Mark Addy[image: External link] as Robert Baratheon.[46][47] Catelyn Stark was scheduled to be played by Jennifer Ehle[image: External link], but the role was recast with Michelle Fairley[image: External link].[48] Daenerys Targaryen was also recast, with Emilia Clarke replacing Tamzin Merchant[image: External link].[49][50] The rest of the first season's cast was filled in the second half of 2009.[51]

Although many of the first-season cast were set to return, the producers had a large number of new characters to cast for the second season. Due to this, Benioff and Weiss postponed the introduction of several key characters and merged several characters into one or assigned plot functions to different characters.[23]
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 Writing




Game of Thrones used seven writers in six seasons. Series creators David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, the showrunners, write most of the episodes each season.[52]

A Song of Ice and Fire author George R. R. Martin wrote one episode in each of the first four seasons. Martin did not write an episode for the fifth or sixth seasons, since he wanted to focus on completing the sixth novel (The Winds of Winter).[53] Jane Espenson[image: External link] co-wrote one first-season episode as a freelance writer[image: External link].[54]

Bryan Cogman, initially a script coordinator for the series,[54] was promoted to producer for the fifth season. Cogman, who wrote at least one episode for the first five seasons, is the only other writer in the writers' room with Benioff and Weiss. Before his promotion, Vanessa Taylor[image: External link] (a writer during the second and third seasons) worked closely with Benioff and Weiss. Dave Hill joined the writing staff for the fifth season after working as an assistant to Benioff and Weiss.[55] Although Martin is not in the writers' room, he reads the script outlines and makes comments.[52]

Benioff and Weiss sometimes assign characters to particular writers; for example, Cogman was assigned to Arya Stark for the fourth season. The writers spend several weeks writing a character outline, including what material from the novels to use and the overarching themes. After these individual outlines are complete, they spend another two to three weeks discussing each main character's individual arc and arranging them episode by episode.[52] A detailed outline is created, with each of the writers working on a portion to create a script for each episode. Cogman, who wrote two episodes for the fifth season, took a month and a half to complete both scripts. They are then read by Benioff and Weiss, who make notes, and parts of the script are rewritten. All ten episodes are written before filming begins, since they are filmed out of order with two units[image: External link] in different countries.[52]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Adaptation schedule




Benioff and Weiss intend to adapt the entire, still-incomplete A Song of Ice and Fire series of novels for television. After Game of Thrones began outpacing the published novels in the sixth season, the series was based on a plot outline of the future novels provided by Martin[56] and original content. In April 2016, the showrunners' plan was to shoot 13 more episodes after the sixth season: seven episodes in the seventh season and six episodes in the eighth.[57] Later that month, the series was renewed for a seventh season with a seven-episode order.[58][59] As of 2017, seven seasons have been ordered and filmed, adapting the novels at a rate of about 48 seconds per page for the first three seasons.[60]



	Season
	Ordered
	Filming
	First aired
	Last aired
	Novel(s) adapted
	References



	Season 1
	March 2, 2010
	Second half of 2010
	April 17, 2011
	June 19, 2011
	A Game of Thrones
	[61]



	Season 2
	April 19, 2011
	Second half of 2011
	April 1, 2012
	June 3, 2012
	A Clash of Kings and some early chapters from A Storm of Swords
	[62][63]



	Season 3
	April 10, 2012
	July – November, 2012
	March 31, 2013
	June 9, 2013
	About the first two-thirds of A Storm of Swords
	[64][65][66]



	Season 4
	April 2, 2013
	July – November, 2013
	April 6, 2014
	June 15, 2014
	The remaining one-third of A Storm of Swords and some elements from A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons
	[67][68]



	Season 5
	April 8, 2014
	July – December, 2014
	April 12, 2015
	June 14, 2015
	A Feast for Crows, A Dance with Dragons and original content, with some late chapters from A Storm of Swords and elements from The Winds of Winter
	[69][70][71][72][73]



	Season 6
	April 8, 2014
	July – December, 2015
	April 24, 2016
	June 26, 2016
	Original content and outlined from The Winds of Winter, with some late elements from A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons
	[69][74][75][76]



	Season 7
	April 21, 2016
	August 2016 – February 2017
	July 16, 2017
	2017
	Original content and outlined from The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring[image: External link]
	[59][57][2][58][75]




The first two seasons adapted one novel each. For the later seasons, its creators see Game of Thrones as an adaptation of A Song of Ice and Fire as a whole rather than the individual novels;[77] this enables them to move events across novels, according to screen-adaptation requirements.[78]
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 Filming




Principal photography for the first season was scheduled to begin on July 26, 2010,[6] and the primary location was the Paint Hall Studios[image: External link] in Belfast[image: External link], Northern Ireland.[79] Exterior scenes in Northern Ireland were filmed at Sandy Brae in the Mourne Mountains[image: External link] (standing in for Vaes Dothrak), Castle Ward[image: External link] (Winterfell), Saintfield Estates (the Winterfell godswood), Tollymore Forest[image: External link] (outdoor scenes), Cairncastle[image: External link] (the execution site), the Magheramorne[image: External link] quarry (Castle Black) and Shane's Castle[image: External link] (the tourney grounds).[80] Doune Castle[image: External link] in Stirling[image: External link], Scotland, was also used in the original pilot episode for scenes at Winterfell.[81] The producers initially considered filming the whole series in Scotland, but decided on Northern Ireland because of the availability of studio space.[82]

The first season's southern scenes were filmed in Malta, a change in location from the pilot episode's Moroccan sets.[6] The city of Mdina[image: External link] was used for King's Landing. Filming was also done at Fort Manoel[image: External link] (representing the Sept of Baelor); at the Azure Window[image: External link] on the island of Gozo[image: External link] (the Dothraki wedding site) and at San Anton Palace[image: External link], Fort Ricasoli[image: External link], Fort St Angelo[image: External link] and St. Dominic monastery (all used for scenes in the Red Keep).[80]

Filming of the second season's southern scenes shifted from Malta to Croatia, where the city of Dubrovnik and nearby locations allowed exterior shots of a walled, coastal medieval city. The Walls of Dubrovnik[image: External link] and Fort Lovrijenac[image: External link] were used for scenes in King's Landing and the Red Keep. The island of Lokrum[image: External link], the St. Dominic monastery in the coastal town of Trogir[image: External link], the Rector's Palace[image: External link] in Dubrovnik, and the Dubac quarry (a few kilometers east) were used for scenes set in Qarth. Scenes set north of the Wall, in the Frostfangs and at the Fist of the First Men, were filmed in November 2011 in Iceland: on the Vatnajökull[image: External link] glacier near Smyrlabjörg, the Svínafellsjökull glacier near Skaftafell[image: External link] and the Mýrdalsjökull[image: External link] glacier near Vik[image: External link] on Höfðabrekkuheiði.[80][83]

Third-season production returned to Dubrovnik, with the Walls of Dubrovnik, Fort Lovrijenac and nearby locations again used for scenes in King's Landing and the Red Keep. Trsteno Arboretum[image: External link], a new location, is the garden of the Tyrells in King's Landing. The third season also returned to Morocco (including the city of Essaouira[image: External link]) to film Daenerys' scenes in Essos.[84] Dimmuborgir[image: External link] and the Grjótagjá[image: External link] cave in Iceland were used as well.[83] One scene, with a live bear[image: External link], was filmed in Los Angeles[image: External link].[85] The production used three units (Dragon, Wolf and Raven) filming in parallel, six directing teams, 257 cast members and 703 crew members.[24]

The fourth season returned to Dubrovnik and included new locations, including Diocletian's Palace in Split[image: External link], Klis Fortress north of Split, Perun quarry east of Split, the Mosor[image: External link] mountain range, and Baška Voda[image: External link] further south.[86] Thingvellir National Park[image: External link] in Iceland was used for the fight between Brienne and the Hound.[83] Filming took 136 days and ended on November 21, 2013.[87] The fifth season added Seville[image: External link], Spain, used for scenes of Dorne.[88] The sixth season, which began filming in July 2015, returned to Spain and filmed in Girona[image: External link] and Peniscola[image: External link].[89] Seventh-season production is scheduled to return to Spain, filming in Seville[image: External link], Cáceres[image: External link], Almodovar del Rio[image: External link], Santiponce[image: External link], Zumaia[image: External link] and Bermeo[image: External link].[90]

Filming of the seven episodes of Season 7 began on August 31, 2016 at Titanic Studios in Belfast, with location work to be done in Iceland, Northern Ireland and many locations in Spain.[91] Filming will continue until the end of February 2017 as necessary to ensure winter weather in some of the European locations.[92]
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 Directing




Each ten-episode season of Game of Thrones has four to six directors, who usually direct back-to-back episodes. Alex Graves[image: External link], David Nutter, and Alan Taylor[image: External link] have directed the most episodes of the series, with six each. Daniel Minahan[image: External link] directed five episodes, and Michelle MacLaren[image: External link], Mark Mylod[image: External link], Jeremy Podeswa, Alik Sakharov[image: External link], and Miguel Sapochnik directed four each. Brian Kirk[image: External link] directed three episodes during the first season, and Tim Van Patten[image: External link] directed the series' first two episodes. Neil Marshall[image: External link] directed two episodes, both with large battle scenes: "Blackwater" and "The Watchers on the Wall". Other directors have been Jack Bender[image: External link], David Petrarca[image: External link], Daniel Sackheim[image: External link] and Michael Slovis. Matt Shakman[image: External link] will direct at least one episode of the upcoming seventh season.[93] David Benioff and D. B. Weiss have also directed one episode each.[94]
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 Technical aspects




Alik Sakharov[image: External link] was the pilot's cinematographer. The series has had a number of cinematographers,[95] and has received seven Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Cinematography for a Single-Camera Series nominations.[96]

Oral Norrey Ottey, Frances Parker, Martin Nicholson, Crispin Green, Tim Porter[image: External link] and Katie Weiland have edited the series for a varying number of episodes. Weiland received a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Single-Camera Picture Editing for a Drama Series[image: External link] in 2015.[96]
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 Costumes




Michele Clapton was costume designer[image: External link] for Game of Thrones' first five seasons before she was replaced by April Ferry[image: External link].[97] Clapton will return to the show as costume designer for the seventh season.[93]

The series' costumes are inspired by a number of cultures, including medieval Japan[image: External link] and Persia[image: External link]. Dothraki dress resembles that of the Bedouin[image: External link] (one was made out of fish skins to resemble dragon scales), and the Wildlings wear animal skins like the Inuit[image: External link].[98] Wildling bone armor is made from molds of actual bones, and is assembled with string and latex resembling catgut[image: External link].[99] Although the extras who play Wildlings and the Night's Watch often wear hats (normal in a cold climate), members of the principal cast usually do not so viewers can distinguish the main characters. Björk[image: External link]'s Alexander McQueen[image: External link] high-neckline dresses inspired Margaery Tyrell[image: External link]'s funnel-neck outfit, and prostitutes' dresses are designed for easy removal.[98] All clothing is aged for two weeks so it appears realistic on high-definition television.[99]

About two dozen wigs are used for the actresses. Made of human hair and up to 2 feet (61 cm) in length, they cost up to $7,000 each and are washed and styled like real hair. Applying the wigs is time-consuming; Emilia Clarke, for example, requires about two hours to style her brunette hair with a platinum-blonde wig and braids. Other actors, such as Jack Gleeson[image: External link] and Sophie Turner, receive frequent hair coloring[image: External link]. For characters such as Daenerys (Clarke) and her Dothraki, their hair, wigs and costumes are processed to appear as if they have not been washed for weeks.[98]
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 Makeup




For the first three seasons, Paul Engelen[image: External link] was Game of Thrones' main makeup designer and prosthetic makeup artist[image: External link] with Melissa Lackersteen, Conor O'Sullivan[image: External link] and Rob Trenton. At the beginning of the fourth season Engelen's team was replaced by Jane Walker and her crew, composed of Ann McEwan and Barrie and Sarah Gower.[96][100]
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 Visual effects




For the series' large number of visual effects[image: External link], HBO hired British-based BlueBolt and Irish-based Screen Scene for season one. Most of the environment builds were done as 2.5D[image: External link] projections, giving viewers perspective while keeping the programming from being overwhelming.[101] In 2011 the season-one finale, "Fire and Blood", was nominated for a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Special Visual Effects.[96]

Because the effects became more complex in subsequent seasons (including CGI[image: External link] creatures, fire, and water), German-based Pixomondo[image: External link] became the lead visual-effects producer; nine of its twelve facilities contributed to the project for season two, with Stuttgart[image: External link] the lead.[102][103] Scenes were also produced by British-based Peanut FX, Canadian-based Spin VFX, and U.S.-based Gradient Effects. "Valar Morghulis" and "Valar Dohaeris" earned Pixomondo Primetime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Special Visual Effects in 2012 and 2013, respectively.[96]

For season four, HBO added German-based Mackevision to the project.[104] The season-four finale, "The Children", won the 2014 Emmy Award for Visual Effects. Additional producers for season four included Canadian-based Rodeo FX[image: External link], German-based Scanline VFX[image: External link] and U.S.-based BAKED FX[image: External link]. The muscle and wing movements of the adolescent dragons in seasons four and five were based largely on those of a chicken. Pixomondo retained a team of 22 to 30 people which focused on visualizing Daenerys Targaryen's dragons, with the average production time per season of 20 to 22 weeks.[105] For the fifth season, HBO added Canadian-based Image Engine[image: External link] and U.S.-based Crazy Horse Effects to its list of main visual-effects producers.[106][107]
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 Sound




Unusual for a television series, the sound team receives a rough cut[image: External link] of a full season and approaches it as a ten-hour feature film. Although seasons one and two had different sound teams, one team has been in charge of sound since then.[108] For the show's blood-and-gore sounds, the team often uses a shammy[image: External link]. For dragon screams, mating tortoises and dolphin, seal, lion and bird sounds have been used.[109]
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 Title sequence




See: Game of Thrones title sequence


The series' title sequence[image: External link] was created by production studio Elastic for HBO. Creative director[image: External link] Angus Wall[image: External link] and his collaborators received the 2011 Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Main Title Design[image: External link] for the sequence,[110] which depicts a three-dimensional map[image: External link] of the series' fictional world. The map is projected on the inside of a sphere which is centrally lit by a small sun in an armillary sphere[image: External link].[111] As the camera moves across the map, focusing on the locations of the episode's events, clockwork mechanisms intertwine and allow buildings and other structures to emerge from the map. Accompanied by the title music, the names of the principal cast and creative staff appear. The sequence concludes after about 90 seconds with the title card and brief opening credits[image: External link] indicating the episode's writer(s) and director. Its composition changes as the story progresses, with new locations replacing those featuring less prominently or not at all.[111][112][113]
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 Music




See: Music of Game of Thrones


The music for the series was composed by Ramin Djawadi[image: External link]. The first season's soundtrack, written in about ten weeks before the show's premiere,[114] was published by Varèse Sarabande[image: External link] in June 2011.[115] Soundtrack albums for subsequent seasons have been released, with tracks by the National[image: External link], the Hold Steady[image: External link] and Sigur Rós[image: External link].[116] Djawadi has composed themes for each of the major houses and also for some of the main characters.[117] The themes may evolve over time, as Daenerys Targaryen's theme started small and then became more powerful after each season. Her theme started first with a single instrument, a cello[image: External link], and Djawadi later incorporated more instruments for it.[117]
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 Language




See: Languages of A Song of Ice and Fire


The Westerosi characters of Game of Thrones speak British English[image: External link], often (but not consistently) with the accent of the English region corresponding to the character's Westerosi region; Eddard Stark[image: External link] (Warden of the North) speaks in actor Sean Bean's native northern accent[image: External link], and the southern lord Tywin Lannister speaks with a southern accent[image: External link]. Characters foreign to Westeros often have a non-British accent.[118]

Although English is the common language of Westeros, the producers charged linguist David J. Peterson[image: External link] with constructing[image: External link] Dothraki and Valyrian languages based on the few words in the novels;[119] Dothraki and Valyrian dialogue is often subtitled in English. According to the BBC[image: External link], during the series these fictional languages have been heard by more people than the Welsh[image: External link], Irish[image: External link] and Scots Gaelic[image: External link] languages combined.[120]
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 Effect on location




Game of Thrones is funded by Northern Ireland Screen[image: External link], a UK government agency financed by Invest NI[image: External link] and the European Regional Development Fund[image: External link].[121] As of April 2013, Northern Ireland Screen gave the show £9.25 million ($14.37 million); according to government estimates, this has benefited the Northern Ireland economy[image: External link] by £65 million ($100.95 million).[122]

Tourism Ireland[image: External link] has a Game of Thrones-themed marketing campaign similar to New Zealand's Tolkien-related advertising[image: External link].[123] Invest NI and the Northern Ireland Tourist Board[image: External link] also expect the series to generate tourism revenue.[122] According to Arlene Foster[image: External link], the series has given Northern Ireland the most non-political[image: External link] publicity in its history.[124] The production of Game of Thrones and other TV series also boosted Northern Ireland's creative industries, contributing to an estimated 12.4-percent growth in arts, entertainment and recreation jobs between 2008 and 2013 (compared with 4.3 percent in the rest of the UK during the same period).[125]

Tourism organizations elsewhere reported increases in bookings after their locations appeared in Game of Thrones. In 2012, bookings through LateRooms.com[image: External link] increased by 28 percent in Dubrovnik and 13 percent in Iceland. The following year, bookings doubled in Ouarzazate[image: External link], Morocco (the location of Daenerys' season-three scenes).[126]
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 Availability
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 Broadcast




Game of Thrones is broadcast by HBO in the United States and by its local subsidiaries or other pay television[image: External link] services in other countries, at the same time as in the U.S. or weeks (or months) later. The series' broadcast in China on CCTV[image: External link], begun in 2014, was heavily edited to remove scenes of sex and violence in accordance with a Chinese practice of censoring Western TV series to prevent what the People's Daily[image: External link] calls "negative effects and hidden security dangers". This resulted in viewer complaints about the incoherence of what remained.[127] Broadcasters carrying Game of Thrones include Showcase[image: External link] in Australia; HBO Canada[image: External link], Super Écran[image: External link] and Showcase[image: External link] in Canada; SoHo[image: External link] and Prime[image: External link] in New Zealand, and Sky Atlantic in the United Kingdom and Ireland.[128]
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 Home video




The ten episodes of the first season of Game of Thrones were released as a DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] box set[image: External link] on March 6, 2012. The box set includes extra background and behind-the-scenes material but no deleted scenes, since nearly all the footage shot for the first season was used in the show.[129] The box set sold over 350,000 copies in the first week after release, the largest first-week DVD sales ever for an HBO series, and the series set an HBO-series record for digital-download sales.[130] A collector's-edition box set was released in November 2012, combining the DVD and Blu-ray versions of the first season with the first episode of season two. A paperweight in the shape of a dragon egg is included in the set.[131]

DVD-Blu-ray box sets and digital downloads of the second season became available on February 19, 2013.[132] First-day sales broke HBO records, with 241,000 box sets sold and 355,000 episodes downloaded.[133] The third season was made available for purchase as a digital download on the Australian iTunes Store[image: External link], parallel to the U.S. premiere, and was released on DVD and Blu-ray in region 1[image: External link] on February 18, 2014.[134][135] The fourth season was released on DVD and Blu-ray on February 17, 2015,[136] and the fifth season on March 15, 2016.[137] The sixth season was released on Blu-ray and DVD on November 15, 2016.[138]
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 Copyright infringement




Game of Thrones has been widely pirated[image: External link], primarily outside the U.S.[139] According to the file-sharing news website TorrentFreak, Game of Thrones has been the most-pirated TV series each year since 2012.[140][141][142][143][144] Illegal downloads increased to about seven million in the first quarter of 2015, up 45 percent from 2014.[139] An unnamed episode was downloaded about 4,280,000 times through public BitTorrent trackers[image: External link] in 2012, roughly equal to its number of broadcast viewers.[145][146] Piracy rates were particularly high in Australia,[147] and U.S. Ambassador to Australia Jeff Bleich[image: External link] issued a statement condemning Australian piracy of the series in 2013.[148]

Delays in availability apart from HBO and its affiliates[149] before 2015 and the cost of subscriptions to these services have been cited as causes of the series' illegal distribution. According to TorrentFreak, a subscription to a service for Game of Thrones would cost up to $25 per month in the United States, up to £26 per episode in the UK and up to $52 per episode in Australia.[150]

For "combating piracy", HBO said in 2013 that it intended to make its content more widely available within a week of the U.S. premiere (including HBO Go[image: External link]).[151] In 2015, the fifth season was simulcast to 170 countries and to HBO Now users.[139] On April 11, the day before the season premiere, screener copies of the first four episodes of the fifth season leaked to a number of file-sharing websites.[152] Within a day of the leak, the files were downloaded over 800,000 times;[153] in one week the illegal downloads reached 32 million, with the season-five premiere alone ("The Wars to Come") pirated 13 million times.[154] The season-five finale ("Mother's Mercy") was the most simultaneously shared file in the history of the BitTorrent[image: External link] filesharing protocol, with over 250,000 simultaneous sharers and over 1.5 million downloads in eight hours.[155] For the sixth season, HBO did not send screeners to the press to prevent the spread of unlicensed copies and possible spoilers[image: External link].[156]

Observers, including series director David Petrarca[image: External link][157] and Time Warner[image: External link] CEO Jeff Bewkes[image: External link], said that illegal downloads did not hurt the series' prospects; it benefited from " buzz[image: External link]" and social commentary, and the high piracy rate did not significantly translate to lost subscriptions. According to Polygon[image: External link], HBO's relaxed attitude towards piracy and the sharing of login credentials amounted to a premium-television " free-to-play[image: External link]" model.[158] At a 2015 Oxford Union[image: External link] debate, series co-creator David Benioff said that he was just glad that people watched the show; illegally downloaded copies of the show sometimes interested viewers enough to buy a copy of the show, especially in countries where the show was not televised. Co-creator D. B. Weiss had mixed feelings, saying that the show was expensive to produce and "if it doesn't make the money back, then it ceases to exist". However, he was pleased that so many people "enjoy the show so much they can't wait to get their hands on it."[159] In 2015, Guinness World Records called Game of Thrones the most-pirated television program.[160]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 IMAX




Beginning on January 23, 2015, the last two episodes of season four were shown in 205 IMAX[image: External link] theaters across the United States; Game of Thrones is the first TV series shown in this format.[161] The show earned $686,000 at the box office on its opening day[162] and $1.5 million during its opening weekend;[163] the week-long release grossed $1,896,092.[164]
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 Reception and achievements




Game of Thrones was highly anticipated by fans before its premiere,[165][166] and has become a critical and commercial success. According to The Guardian[image: External link], by 2014 it was "the biggest drama" and "the most talked about show" on television.[9]
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 Cultural influence




Although Game of Thrones was dismissed by some critics before it began,[9] its success has been credited with an increase in the popularity of fantasy themes. On the eve of the second season's premiere, a CNN.com[image: External link] blog post by Joel Williams read, "After this weekend, you may be hard pressed to find someone who isn't a fan of some form of epic fantasy[image: External link]" and cited Ian Bogost[image: External link] as saying that the series continues a trend of successful screen adaptations beginning with Peter Jackson[image: External link]'s 2001 The Lord of the Rings film trilogy[image: External link] and the Harry Potter films[image: External link] establishing fantasy as a mass-market genre; they are "gateway drugs[image: External link] to fantasy fan culture".[167] Its success in the face of its genre was attributed by writers to a longing for escapism in popular culture, frequent female nudity and a skill in balancing lighthearted and serious topics (dragons and politics, for example) which provided it with a prestige enjoyed by conventional, top-tier drama series.[9]

The series' popularity increased sales of the A Song of Ice and Fire novels[image: External link] (republished in tie-in editions), which remained at the top of bestseller lists for months. According to The Daily Beast[image: External link], Game of Thrones was a favorite of sitcom[image: External link] writers and the series has been referred to in other TV series.[168] With other fantasy series, it has been cited for an increase in the purchase (and abandonment) of huskies[image: External link] and other wolf-like dogs.[169]

Game of Thrones has added to the popular vocabulary. The first season's frequent scenes in which characters explain their motives (or background) while having sex with prostitutes gave rise to the word " sexposition[image: External link]" for providing exposition[image: External link] with sex and nudity.[170] "Dothraki", the series' nomadic horsemen, was ranked fourth in a September 2012 Global Language Monitor[image: External link] list of words from television most used on the Internet.[171] After the second season the media began using "Game of Thrones" as a figure of speech or comparison for situations of intense conflict and deceit, such as the court battle about U.S. healthcare legislation,[172] the Syrian Civil War[image: External link][173] and power struggles in the Chinese government.[174]

"Khaleesi" has increased in popularity as a name for baby girls in the United States. In the novels and the TV series, the word means "queen" in Dothraki and is a title held by Daenerys Targaryen.[175]
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 Critical response
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Game of Thrones has received critical acclaim, although the series' frequent use of nudity and violence has been criticized. Its seasons have appeared on annual "best of" lists published by the Washington Post[image: External link] (2011), TIME[image: External link] (2011 and 2012) and The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] (2012).[182][183][184] Seasons two through five received a Metacritic[image: External link] rating of 90 or higher: "universal acclaim", according to the website. Its six seasons average a 94-percent "Fresh" rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]; the first season was rated 90 percent,[176] the second 96 percent,[177] the third 97 percent,[178] the fourth 96 percent,[179] the fifth 95 percent[180] and the sixth season 94 percent.[181]

The performances of the cast have also been praised. Peter Dinklage's "charming, morally ambiguous, and self-aware"[185] Tyrion, who earned him Emmy and Golden Globe[image: External link] awards, was noted. "In many ways, Game of Thrones belongs to Dinklage", wrote Mary McNamara of the L.A. Times[image: External link] before Tyrion became the series' central figure in season two.[186][187] Several critics highlighted performances by actresses[186] and children.[188] Fourteen-year-old Maisie Williams, noted in the first season for her debut as Arya Stark, was singled out for her season-two work with veteran actor Charles Dance (Tywin Lannister).[189]

First-season reviewers said the series had high production values, a fully realized world and compelling characters.[190] According to Variety, "There may be no show more profitable to its network than 'Game of Thrones' is to HBO. Fully produced by the pay cabler and already a global phenomenon after only one season, the fantasy skein was a gamble that has paid off handsomely".[191]

The second season was also well received by critics. Entertainment Weekly praised its "vivid, vital, and just plain fun" storytelling[192] and, according to the Hollywood Reporter[image: External link], the show made a "strong case for being one of TV's best series"; its seriousness made it the only drama comparable to Mad Men or Breaking Bad.[193] The New York Times[image: External link] gave the series a mixed review, criticizing its number of characters, their lack of complexity and a meandering plot.[194]

The third season was very well received by critics, with Metacritic giving it a score of 91 out of 100 (indicating "universal acclaim").[195] It has a rating of 97 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, with an average score of 8.4 out of 10 based on 44 reviews.[178] The fourth season was also praised; Metacritic gave it a score of 94 out of 100 based on 29 reviews, again indicating "universal acclaim".[196] All episodes had positive reviews of 91 percent or higher on Rotten Tomatoes, and a 97-percent rating (based on 50 reviews) for the season as a whole.[179] The fifth season was also well received by critics and has a score of 91 out of 100 (based on 29 reviews) on Metacritic.[197] On Rotten Tomatoes, it has a rating of 95 percent and an average score of 8.6 out of 10 (based on 52 reviews).[180] The sixth season, based on the first episode, was praised by critics. It has a score of 73 out of 100 (based on nine reviews) on Metacritic, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[198] The season has a rating of 96 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, with an average score of 8.4 out of 10 based on 29 reviews.[181]
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 Sex and violence




Despite its otherwise enthusiastic reception by critics, Game of Thrones has been criticized for the amount of female nudity, violence, and sexual violence (especially against women) it depicts, and for the manner in which it depicts these themes. The Atlantic[image: External link] called the series' "tendency to ramp up the sex, violence, and—especially—sexual violence" of the source material "the defining weakness" of the adaptation.[199] HBO's head of programming said in 2016 that "[the] violence is not just specific to women, it's men and women. ... For example, men are castrated. A guy is fed a cake made of his sons. ... the violence is spread equally."[200]

The amount of sex and nudity in the series, especially in scenes that are incidental to the plot, was the focus of much of the criticism aimed at the series in its first and second seasons. Stephen Dillane, who portrays Stannis Baratheon, likened the series' frequent explicit scenes to "German porn from the 1970s".[201] Charlie Anders[image: External link] wrote in io9[image: External link] that while the first season was replete with light-hearted " sexposition[image: External link]", the second season appeared to focus on distasteful, exploitative, and dehumanizing sex with little informational content.[202] According to the Washington Post[image: External link]'s Anna Holmes, the nude scenes appeared to be aimed mainly at titillating heterosexual men, right down to the Brazilian waxes sported by the women in the series' faux-medieval setting, which made these scenes alienating to other viewers.[203] The Huffington Post[image: External link]'s Maureen Ryan likewise noted that Game of Thrones mostly presented women naked, rather than men, and that the excess of "random boobage" undercut any aspirations the series might have to address the oppression of women in a feudal society.[204] Saturday Night Live[image: External link] parodied this aspect of the adaptation in a sketch that portrayed the series as retaining a thirteen-year-old boy as a consultant whose main concern was showing as many breasts as possible.[202][205]

In the third season, which saw Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] lengthily tortured and eventually emasculated[image: External link], the series was also criticized for its use of torture.[206] New York magazine[image: External link] called the scene "torture porn[image: External link]."[207] Madeleine Davies of Jezebel[image: External link] agreed, saying, "it's not uncommon that Game of Thrones gets accused of being torture porn — senseless, objectifying[image: External link] violence combined with senseless, objectifying sexual imagery." According to Davies, although the series' violence tended to serve a narrative purpose, Theon's torture in "The Bear and the Maiden Fair[image: External link]" was excessive.[208]

A scene[image: External link] in the fourth season's episode "Breaker of Chains", in which Jaime Lannister rapes his sister and lover Cersei, triggered a broad public discussion about the series' depiction of sexual violence against women. According to Dave Itzkoff of the New York Times[image: External link], the scene caused outrage, in part because of comments by director Alex Graves[image: External link] that the scene became "consensual by the end". Itzkoff also wrote that critics fear that "rape has become so pervasive in the drama that it is almost background noise: a routine and unshocking occurrence".[209] Sonia Saraiya of The A.V. Club[image: External link] wrote that the series' choice to portray this sexual act, and a similar one between Daenerys Targaryen and Khal Drogo in the first season – both described as consensual in the source novels – as a rape appeared to be an act of " exploitation[image: External link] for shock value".[210] George R. R. Martin responded that rape and sexual violence are common in war, and that omitting them from the narrative would have undermined one of his novels' themes: that "the true horrors of human history derive not from orcs and Dark Lords, but from ourselves."[209]

In the fifth season's episode "Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken", Sansa Stark is raped by Ramsay Bolton. Most reviewers, including those from Vanity Fair, Salon, The Atlantic, and The Daily Beast, found the scene gratuitous and artistically unnecessary.[199][211][212][213] For example, Joanna Robinson, writing for Vanity Fair[image: External link], said that the scene "undercuts all the agency that's been growing in Sansa since the end of last season."[214] In contrast, Sara Stewart of The New York Post wondered why viewers were not similarly upset about the many background and minor characters who'd undergone similar or worse treatment.[215] In response to the scene, pop culture website The Mary Sue[image: External link] announced that it would cease coverage of the series because of the repeated use of rape as a plot device.[216] and U.S. senator Claire McCaskill[image: External link] said that she would no longer watch it.[217]
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 Fandom




See: A Song of Ice and Fire fandom


A Song of Ice and Fire and Game of Thrones have a broad, active international fan base[image: External link]. In 2012 Vulture.com[image: External link] ranked the series' fans as the most devoted in popular culture, more so than Lady Gaga[image: External link]'s, Justin Bieber[image: External link]'s, Harry Potter[image: External link]'s or Star Wars[image: External link]'.[218] Fans include U.S. president Barack Obama[image: External link],[219][220] British prime minister David Cameron[image: External link],[221] Australian prime minister Julia Gillard[image: External link][222][223] and Dutch foreign minister Frans Timmermans[image: External link], who framed European politics in quotes from Martin's novels in a 2013 speech.[224]

BBC News[image: External link] said in 2013 that "the passion and the extreme devotion of fans" had created a phenomenon unlike anything related to other popular TV series, manifesting itself in fan fiction[image: External link],[225] Game of Thrones-themed burlesque[image: External link] routines and parents naming their children after series characters; writers quoted attributed this success to the rich detail, moral ambiguity, sexual explicitness and epic scale of the series and novels.[226] The previous year, " Arya[image: External link]" was the fastest-rising girl's name in the U.S. after it jumped in popularity from 711th to 413th place.[227]

In 2013 about 58 percent of series viewers were male and 42 percent female, and the average male viewer was 41 years old.[228][229] According to SBS Broadcasting Group[image: External link] marketing director Helen Kellie, Game of Thrones has a high fan-engagement rate; 5.5 percent of the series' 2.9 million Facebook[image: External link] fans talked online about the series in 2012, compared to 1.8 percent of the more than ten million fans of True Blood (HBO's other fantasy series).[230] Vulture.com cited Westeros.org and WinterIsComing.net (news and discussion forums), ToweroftheHand.com (which organizes communal readings of the novels) and Podcastoficeandfire.com as fan sites[image: External link] dedicated to the TV and novel series;[218] and podcasts[image: External link] cover Game of Thrones.[231]
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 Awards and accolades




See: List of awards and nominations received by Game of Thrones


Game of Thrones has won dozens of awards since it debuted as a series, including 38 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link],[96] 5 Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link], and a Peabody Award[image: External link].[232] It holds the Emmy-award record for a scripted television series, ahead of Frasier (which received 37).[233] In 2013 the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] listed Game of Thrones as the 40th "best written" series in television history.[234] In 2015 The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] placed it at number four on their "best TV shows ever" list,[235] while in 2016 the show was placed seventh on Empire's "The 50 best TV shows ever".[236] The same year Rolling Stone[image: External link] named it the twelfth "greatest TV Show of all time".[237]

The 2011 first season received 13 nominations (including Outstanding Drama Series), and won for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (given to Peter Dinklage for his portrayal of Tyrion Lannister) and Outstanding Main Title Design[image: External link]. Other nominations included Outstanding Directing ("Winter Is Coming") and Outstanding Writing ("Baelor").[96] Dinklage was also named Best Supporting Actor at the Golden Globe[image: External link], Satellite and Scream Awards[image: External link].[238][239][240]

In 2012, the second season received six Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link] from 11 nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series and Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (Dinklage).[96]

The 2013 third season received 16 Emmy nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series, Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (Dinklage), Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (Emilia Clarke), Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series (Diana Rigg) and Outstanding Writing ("The Rains of Castamere"), winning two Creative Arts Emmys[image: External link].[96]

In 2014 the fourth season received four Creative Arts Emmys[image: External link] from 19 nominations, which included Outstanding Drama Series, Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (Dinklage), Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (Lena Headey), Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series (Rigg), Outstanding Directing ("The Watchers on the Wall") and Outstanding Writing ("The Children").[96]

The 2015 fifth season won the most Primetime Emmy Awards for a series in a year (12 awards from 24 nominations), including Outstanding Drama Series; other wins included Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (Dinklage), Outstanding Directing ("Mother's Mercy") and Outstanding Writing ("Mother's Mercy"), and eight were Creative Arts Emmy Awards.[241]

In 2016, the sixth season received the most nominations for the 68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] (23). It won for Outstanding Drama Series, Outstanding Directing ("Battle of the Bastards"), Outstanding Writing ("Battle of the Bastards"), and nine Creative Arts Emmys[image: External link]. Nominations included Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series (Dinklage and Kit Harington), Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series (Clarke, Headey and Maisie Williams), Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (Max von Sydow[image: External link]) and Outstanding Directing ("The Door").[242]
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 Viewer numbers




The first season averaged 2.5 million viewers for its first Sunday-night screenings and a gross audience (including repeats and on-demand viewings) of 9.3 million viewers per episode.[243] For its second season, the series had an average gross audience of 11.6 million viewers.[244] The third season was seen by 14.2 million viewers, making Game of Thrones the second-most-viewed HBO series (after The Sopranos).[245][246] For the fourth season, HBO said that its average gross audience of 18.4 million viewers (later adjusted to 18.6 million) had passed The Sopranos for the record.[247][248] By the sixth season the average per-episode gross viewing figure had increased to over 25 million, with nearly 40 percent of viewers watching on HBO digital platforms.[249] In 2016, a New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that Game of Thrones was "much more popular in cities than in the countryside, probably the only show involving zombies that is".[250]

The series set records on pay-television channels in the United Kingdom (with a 2016 average audience of more than five million on all platforms)[251] and Australia (with a cumulative average audience of 1.2 million).[252]

The following graph indicates first-airing viewer numbers:






	
Game of Thrones: Viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[253]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[253]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[254]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[255]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[256]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[257]
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other media and products
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 Video games




See: List of A Song of Ice and Fire video games


The series has inspired four video games based on the TV series and novels. The strategy game Game of Thrones Ascent ties into the HBO series, making characters and settings available to players as they appear on television.[258]
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 Merchandise and exhibition




HBO has licensed a variety of merchandise[image: External link] based on Game of Thrones, including games[image: External link], replica weapons and armor, jewelry, bobblehead[image: External link] dolls by Funko[image: External link], beer by Ommegang[image: External link] and apparel.[259] High-end merchandise includes a $10,500 Ulysse Nardin[image: External link] wristwatch[260] and a $30,000 resin[image: External link] replica of the Iron Throne.[261] In 2013 and 2014, a traveling exhibition of costumes, props, armor and weapons from the series visited major cities in Europe and the Americas.[262]
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 Accompanying material




Thronecast: The Official Guide to Game of Thrones, a series of podcasts[image: External link] presented by Geoff Lloyd[image: External link] and produced by Koink, has been released on the Sky Atlantic website and the UK iTunes[image: External link] store during the series' run; a new podcast, with analysis and cast interviews, is released after each episode.[263] In 2014 and 2015 HBO commissioned Catch the Throne, two rap albums about the series.[264][265]

A companion book, Inside HBO's Game of Thrones (ISBN 978-1-4521-1010-3[image: External link]) by series writer Bryan Cogman, was published on September 27, 2012. The 192-page book, illustrated with concept art and behind-the-scenes photographs, covers the creation of the series' first two seasons and its principal characters and families.[266]

After the Thrones is a live[image: External link] aftershow[image: External link] in which hosts Andy Greenwald[image: External link] and Chris Ryan discuss episodes of the series. It airs on HBO Now the Monday after each sixth-season episode.[267] The Game of Thrones Live Concert Experience, a 28-city orchestral tour which will perform the series' soundtrack with composer Ramin Djawadi[image: External link], is scheduled to begin February 15, 2017 in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link].[268]
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 Possible spinoff




In November 2016, HBO's President of Programming Casey Bloys indicated that he had had preliminary discussions about a prequel spinoff to the Game of Thrones series with George R.R. Martin[image: External link]. "There are areas we are exploring, but I wouldn't point to any one and say, 'This is what we're going to do.'"[269] HBO CEO Richard Plepler commented in December 2016 that a spinoff "would be exciting" but was somewhat non committal in that respect. "Right now we’re focused on finishing the series ... We’re going to do that while at the same time parallel processing very embryonic stages of other possibilities," he told The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link].[270]

In January 2017, HBO's programming president Casey Bloys had this to say, "We'll take some shots at it. I'm not going to do it just to do it. It has to feel very special. I would rather have no sequel and leave it as-is then have something we rushed out."[271]

In March 2017, David Benioff and D. B. Weiss announced that they will not be involved in any potential spinoff or prequel series. Saying, "I think HBO might well do another series and I look forward to watching it and I think it be great, but I think they should get new blood in".[272]
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A Feast for Crows





A Feast for Crows is the fourth of seven planned novels in the epic fantasy[image: External link] series A Song of Ice and Fire by American author George R. R. Martin. The novel was first published on October 17, 2005, in the United Kingdom,[1] with a United States edition following on 8 November 2005.[2]

In May 2005, Martin announced that the "sheer size" of his still-unfinished manuscript for A Feast for Crows had led him and his publishers to split the narrative into two books.[3] Rather than divide the text in half chronologically, Martin opted to instead split the material by character and location, resulting in "two novels taking place simultaneously" with different casts of characters.[3] A Feast for Crows was published months later, and the concurrent novel A Dance with Dragons was released on July 12, 2011.[4] Martin also noted that the A Song of Ice and Fire series would now likely total seven novels.[3]

A Feast for Crows was the first novel in the series to debut at number one on The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link],[5] a feat among fantasy writers only previously achieved by Robert Jordan[image: External link][6][7][8][9][10] and Neil Gaiman[image: External link].[11] In 2006 the novel was nominated for the Hugo Award[image: External link], the Locus Award[image: External link], and the British Fantasy Society[image: External link] Award.[12] It has since been adapted, along with A Dance With Dragons, for television as the fifth season of Game of Thrones, though elements of the novel appeared in the series' fourth and sixth seasons.
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 Plot summary




The War of the Five Kings[image: External link] is slowly coming to its end. Stannis Baratheon has gone to the aid of the Wall, where Jon Snow has become the 998th Lord Commander of the Night's Watch[image: External link]. King Tommen Baratheon, Joffrey's eight-year-old brother, now rules in King's Landing[image: External link] under his mother, Cersei Lannister. Brienne, the Maid of Tarth, is on a mission to find Sansa Stark, aided by Jaime Lannister. Sansa Stark is hiding in the Vale, protected by Petyr Baelish, who has murdered his wife Lysa Arryn[image: External link] and named himself Protector of the Vale and guardian of eight-year-old Lord Robert Arryn[image: External link].
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 In the Seven Kingdoms
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 Prologue in Oldtown




Pate, a young apprentice at the Citadel in Oldtown[image: External link], is studying to become a maester. He has stolen an important key to a depository of books and records at the request of a stranger in exchange for a reward; after turning over the key and receiving the reward, he dies abruptly from poison.
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 King's Landing




Following the death and funeral of Tywin Lannister, Cersei's reign is marked by rampant cronyism[image: External link], and her councils staffed with incompetent loyalists. She also disregards accurate advice by her uncle Kevan Lannister and her brother Jaime, alienating them both. Making matters worse is Cersei's increasing distrust of the Tyrells[image: External link], particularly Margaery[image: External link], whom Cersei implicates in a prophecy that Cersei herself will see her children crowned but all of them will die before her.

Her incompetent management raises the kingdom's debts to the Iron Bank of Braavos and the Faith of the Seven[image: External link]. When Cersei dismisses its representatives, the Iron Bank refuses to grant new loans and demands immediate repayment, nearly crippling the economy of Westeros. To settle the crown's debts to the Faith of the Seven, Cersei permits the restoration of that religion's military order[image: External link], the Faith Militant, ignoring the danger to her own power. Hoping to weaken the Tyrells, Cersei dispatches Ser Loras Tyrell to besiege Stannis Baratheon's forces on Dragonstone; as a result, almost a thousand loyalists are killed, and Ser Loras is gravely injured. A scheme to falsely have the Faith put Margaery on trial for adultery[image: External link] backfires when the religious leadership imprisons Cersei herself on similar (correct) charges.
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 Riverlands




After a series of disagreements, Cersei dispatches Jaime to the Riverlands[image: External link] to re-establish control. He negotiates with Brynden "the Blackfish" Tully to surrender Riverrun in exchange for Edmure Tully's life, Riverrun having been granted to Walder Frey's second son Emmon, who is married to Tywin's sister Genna Lannister. Though the siege ends bloodlessly, Brynden escapes, to Jaime's fury. Jaime also finds that Walder Frey's grandson and heir, Ryman Frey, was hanged by the Brotherhood without Banners. He then receives word that Cersei, who has been imprisoned, wants him to defend her in a trial by combat[image: External link]; but learns that Tyrion's accusation of Lancel Lannister and Cersei was true (Lancel having been King Robert's true killer). Disgusted by the excessive loss of life and Cersei's paranoia[image: External link], Jaime abandons her to her fate.

Brienne of Tarth's quest for Sansa leads her all over the Riverlands, where she observes the destruction caused by the war, and acquires Podrick Payne, former squire to Tyrion Lannister. She meets Ser Hyle, a knight whom she has met before, and Lord Randyll Tarly (Samwell's father), who insults her despite Ser Hyle's praise of her. Eventually she is captured by the Brotherhood Without Banners and sentenced to death by Catelyn Stark, who was resurrected three days after death by Beric Dondarrion, though at the cost of Dondarrion's life, and who has now assumed the name Lady Stoneheart. Catelyn offers to let her live if she agrees to kill Jaime Lannister (whom she believes played a role in Robb's death). When Brienne refuses to decide, she and some of her companions are sentenced to be hanged, at which she screams an undisclosed word. The author later revealed that the word was " sword[image: External link]", in response to Catelyn's ultimatum of "Sword or noose[image: External link]", which offered either Brienne's continued service to Catelyn herself, or hanging.
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 The Vale




In the Eyrie[image: External link], Sansa poses as Petyr's daughter Alayne: befriending young Robert Arryn, managing the household, and receiving informal training in royal politics. During this time, Petyr appears to be carefully manipulating his murdered wife's former bannermen and securing control of the Protectorship of the Vale. He eventually reveals that he has betrothed Sansa to Harrold Hardyng[image: External link], the next in line to Robert's title; when the sickly Robert dies, Petyr intends to reveal Sansa's identity and claim her family stronghold of Winterfell[image: External link] in her name.
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 Iron Islands




On the Iron Islands[image: External link], Aeron Damphair hears of Balon's death and that Balon's eldest surviving brother, Euron Greyjoy[image: External link], has returned from exile and claimed the Seastone Chair. To prevent this Aeron calls a Kingsmoot to identify Balon Greyjoy's successor as king of the Iron Islands. Hotly contested by Balon's brother Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link] and daughter Asha Greyjoy[image: External link], eventually Euron is chosen as king for his promise to control dragons[image: External link] with an enchanted horn he possesses. The fleet of the Iron Men captures the Shield Islands at the mouth of the river Mander, threatening House Tyrell's seat at Highgarden. Victarion estimates that when the Redwyne fleet returns from the siege at Dragonstone it will retake the islands; and when Euron sends him east to woo Daenerys Targaryen on his behalf, to thus gain a claim to the Iron Throne, Victarion decides to woo her for himself instead.
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 Dorne




In Dorne, Doran Martell is confronted by three of his brother Oberyn[image: External link]'s bastard daughters, who want vengeance for their father's death. Because they are inciting the commonfolk[image: External link], Doran has them imprisoned in the palace.

A bold attempt by Doran's daughter Arianne Martell[image: External link] and her lover, Ser Arys Oakheart[image: External link] of the Kingsguard, to crown Doran's ward Myrcella Baratheon as queen of Westeros under Dornish law, by which the eldest child succeeds regardless of gender, is thwarted by Doran. In the confusion, one of Arianne's co-conspirators, the knight Gerold "Darkstar" Dayne, attempts to kill Myrcella; she survives but her face is scarred, and Ser Arys is killed. This strains the new Dornish alliance with House Lannister[image: External link] and the Iron Throne. To his daughter, Doran reveals that her brother Quentyn[image: External link] has gone east to bring back "Fire and Blood[image: External link]".
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 In the East




Arriving in Braavos, Arya Stark finds her way to the House of Black and White, a temple associated with the assassins[image: External link] known as the Faceless Men. As a novice there, Arya attempts to master their belief that Faceless Men have no true identity by throwing all her treasures into the water (secretly keeping her sword, Needle) and posing as a girl called "Cat of the Canals". Her former identity asserts itself in the form of wolf dreams, and also when she kills Dareon, sworn brother of Samwell Tarly, for abandoning the Night's Watch. Having confessed this death, she is given a glass of warm milk as punishment. She wakes up the following morning blind.

Jon Snow has ordered Samwell Tarly to sail to the Citadel in Oldtown (via Braavos), to research the Others and become a Maester. Sam is accompanied by aging Maester Aemon, the wildling mother Gilly, her newborn baby, and sworn brother Dareon. The voyage across the Narrow Sea is underway before Sam realizes Jon swapped the sons of Gilly and Mance Rayder, to protect the Wildling "prince" from sacrifice by the priestess Melisandre. Aemon becomes sick and the party wait in Braavos for his health to improve. After a Summer Islander tells Aemon about the Targaryen dragons, Aemon decides that Daenerys has come to fulfill a prophecy. He dies at the age of 102 shortly after they leave Braavos.

At the end of the novel, Samwell arrives at the Citadel to begin his training. He meets the archmaester Marwyn, who tells him the Citadel have a plan against magic, and leaves to find Daenerys. Samwell also encounters a fellow apprentice who introduces himself as Pate, connecting the prologue to the narrative.
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 Characters




The story is narrated[image: External link] from the point of view[image: External link] of 12 characters and a one-off prologue point of view. Unlike its predecessors, the fourth novel follows numerous minor characters as well.


	Prologue: Pate, a novice of the Citadel in Oldtown[image: External link]


	
Cersei Lannister, The Queen Regent

	Ser Jaime Lannister, Lord Commander of the Kingsguard

	
Brienne, Maid of Tarth, a young warrior woman searching for Sansa and Arya Stark

	
Sansa Stark, pretending to be Petyr Baelish's daughter "Alayne Stone" (her later chapters are titled as such)

	
Arya Stark, later referred to as "Cat of the Canals", beginning her training at the Temple of Him of Many Faces in the free city of Braavos

	
Samwell Tarly, a sworn brother of the Night's Watch[image: External link]


	In the Iron Islands:

	The Prophet, The Drowned Man: Aeron "Damphair" Greyjoy[image: External link], Self-proclaimed servant of the Drowned god, youngest of Late King Balon's three surviving brothers

	The Kraken's Daughter: Princess Asha Greyjoy[image: External link], daughter of Late King Balon[image: External link] of the Iron Islands[image: External link]


	The Iron Captain, The Reaver: Prince Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link], Captain of the Iron fleet, one of Late King Balon's three surviving brothers





	In Dorne:

	The Captain of Guards: Areo Hotah, Captain of the Guards to Prince Doran Martell of Dorne


	The Soiled Knight: Ser Arys Oakheart[image: External link] of the Kingsguard

	The Queenmaker, The Princess in the Tower: Arianne Martell[image: External link], daughter of Prince Doran and heir to Dorne
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 Editions




Foreign-language editions


	Bulgarian: Бард: "Пир за Врани"

	Catalan: Alfaguara: "Festí de corbs" ("Feast of crows")

	Chinese (Simplified): 重庆出版社(2008): "群鸦的盛宴" ("Feast for Crows").

	Chinese (Traditional): 高寶國際(2006): "群鴉盛宴" ("Feast for Crows").

	Croatian: "Gozba vrana" ("Crows' Feast")

	Czech: Talpress; "Hostina pro vrány" ("Feast for Crows")

	Danish: Kragernes rige ("The Kingdom of the Crows")

	Dutch: Luitingh-Sijthoff: "Een feestmaal voor kraaien" ("A Feast for Crows")

	Estonian: "Vareste pidusöök" ("Feast of Crows")

	Finnish: "Korppien kestit" ("Feast of Crows")

	French: Three Volumes, Hardcover: Pygmalion (2006-...): "Le chaos", "Les sables de Dorne", "Un Festin pour les Corbeaux" ("Chaos", "The Sands of Dorne", "A Feast For Crows").

	German: Single volume, Fantasy Productions (2006): "Krähenfest" ("Crow's Feast", to be released). Two volumes, Blanvalet[image: External link] (2006): "Zeit der Krähen", "Die dunkle Königin" ("Time of the Crows", "The Dark Queen").

	Greek: Anubis: "Βορά Ορνίων" ("Prey of Vultures")

	Hebrew: "משתה לעורבים א\ב" ("Feast for Crows pts. A/B")

	Hungarian: Alexandra Könyvkiadó: "Varjak lakomája" ("Feast of Crows")

	Italian: Two volumes, Arnoldo Mondadori Editore (Hardcover 2006, 2007 - Paperback 2007, 2008): "Il dominio della regina", "L'ombra della profezia" ("The Rule of the Queen", "The Shadow of the Prophecy").

	Japanese: Two volumes, hardcover : Hayakawa (2008), paperback : Hayakawa (2013): "乱鴉の饗宴" ("Feast of the War Crows") I and II

	Korean: Eun Haeng Namu Publishing Co. :"까마귀의 향연" ("Feast for Crows")

	Lithuanian: Alma Littera "Varnų puota" ("Crows' Feast")

	Norwegian: Two volumes, "Kråkenes gilde" (The Crows' Feast), "Jern og sand" (Iron and Sand)

	Polish: Two volumes, Zysk i S-ka: "Uczta dla wron: Cienie Śmierci", "Uczta dla wron: Sieć Spisków" ("A Feast for Crows: Shadows of Death", "A Feast for Crows: Web of Intrigues")

	Brazilian Portuguese: Leya: "O Festim dos Corvos" ("The Crows Feast")

	European Portuguese: Two volumes, Saída de Emergência: "O Festim de Corvos" ("A Feast of Crows"), "O Mar de Ferro" ("The Iron Sea")

	Romanian: Paperback 2009, Harcover 2011: "Festinul ciorilor" ("The Crows' Feast")

	Russian: AST: "Пир стервятников" ("Vultures' Feast").

	Serbian: Two Volumes, Лагуна: "Гозба за вране Део први", "Гозба за вране Део други" ("A Feast for Crows")

	Slovenian: Vranja gostija ("A Feast for Crows")

	Spanish: Gigamesh (2007): "Festín de Cuervos" ("Feast of Crows")

	Swedish: Forum bokförlag: "Kråkornas fest" ("The Crows' Feast")

	Turkish: Two volumes, Epsilon Yayınevi: "Buz ve Ateşin Şarkısı IV: Kargaların Ziyafeti - Kısım I & Kargaların Ziyafeti - Kısım II" ("A Feast for Crows")

	Ukrainian: KM Publishing (2016): "Бенкет круків" ("The Feast of Crows")

	Vietnamese: Two Volumes: "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 4A: Tiệc Quạ đen", "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 4B: Lời Tiền tri". ("Game of Thrones 4A: A Feast of Crows", "Game of Thrones 4B: The Prophecy")
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 Publication




Martin released the first four "Iron Islands" chapters of A Feast for Crows as a novella[image: External link] called Arms of the Kraken, published in the 305th edition of Dragon[image: External link] magazine, published in May 2003.[13] Another chapbook[image: External link] featuring three Daenerys chapters was published for BookExpo 2005 although, following the geographical division of the book, these chapters were subsequently moved into the fifth volume in the series, A Dance with Dragons.

Martin originally planned for the fourth book to be called A Dance with Dragons with the story picking up five years after the events of A Storm of Swords (primarily to advance the ages of the younger characters). However, during the writing process it was discovered that this was leading to an overreliance on flashbacks to fill in the gap. After twelve months or so of working on the book, Martin decided to abandon much of what had previously been written and start again, this time picking up immediately after the end of A Storm of Swords. He announced this decision, along with the new title A Feast for Crows, at Worldcon[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link] on September 1, 2001. He also announced that A Dance with Dragons would now be the fifth book in the sequence.[14]

In May 2005 Martin announced that his manuscript for A Feast for Crows had hit 1527 completed pages but still remained unfinished, with "another hundred or so pages of roughs and incomplete chapters, as well as other chapters sketched out but entirely unwritten."[3] As the size of the manuscript for 2000's A Storm of Swords, his previous novel, had been a problem for publishers around the world at 1521 pages, Martin and his publishers had decided to split the narrative planned for A Feast for Crows into two books.[3] Rather than divide the text in half chronologically, Martin opted to instead split the material by character and location:


It was my feeling ... that we were better off telling all the story for half the characters, rather than half the story for all the characters. Cutting the novel in half would have produced two half-novels; our approach will produce two novels taking place simultaneously, but set hundreds or even thousands of miles apart, and involving different casts of characters (with some overlap).[3]



Martin noted that A Feast for Crows would focus on "Westeros, King's Landing, the riverlands, Dorne, and the Iron Islands," and that the next novel, A Dance with Dragons, would cover "events in the east and north."[3] Martin also added that the A Song of Ice and Fire series would now likely total seven novels.[3] A Feast for Crows was published months later on October 17, 2005,[1] over five years after the previous volume in the series, A Storm of Swords.[15] The parallel novel A Dance with Dragons was released on July 12, 2011.[4]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release details





	2005, UK, Voyager ISBN 0-00-224743-7[image: External link], Pub date 17 October 2005, hardback

	2005, UK, Voyager ISBN 0-00-722463-X[image: External link], Pub date ? ? 2005, hardback (presentation edition)

	2005, US, Spectra Books ISBN 0-553-80150-3[image: External link], Pub date 8 November 2005, hardback

	2006, UK, Voyager ISBN 0-00-224742-9[image: External link], Pub date 25 April 2006, paperback
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 Reception




Though A Feast for Crows was the first novel in the sequence to debut at number one on The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link],[5] it received more negative reviews in comparison with the previous novels in the series. Martin's decision to halve the plot in terms of character and location was highly controversial; many critics felt that this novel consisted of characters that people were less interested in. Publishers Weekly[image: External link] said, "Long-awaited doesn't begin to describe this fourth installment in bestseller Martin's staggeringly epic Song of Ice and Fire. [...]. This is not Act I Scene 4 but Act II Scene 1, laying groundwork more than advancing the plot, and it sorely misses its other half. The slim pickings here are tasty, but in no way satisfying."[16] Salon.com[image: External link]'s Andrew Leonard[image: External link] said in 2011, "I don't care how good a writer you are: If you subtract your three strongest characters from your tale, you severely undermine the basis for why readers fell under your spell in the first place. It didn't work. But there was also a sense in A Feast of Crows that Martin had lost his way. The characters whose stories he did tell wandered back and forth across a landscape devastated by war and oncoming winter, but didn't seem to be headed anywhere in particular."[17] Remy Verhoeve of The Huffington Post[image: External link] noted in their 2011 A Dance with Dragons review that the fifth volume had to "repair some of the damage done by A Feast for Crows, which frankly felt as if it was written by a ghost writer at times." Both books had "the same structural problems", being "sprawling and incoherent", and in her opinion Feast has the less interesting characters.[18] The Atlantic[image: External link]'s Rachael Brown said in their A Dance With Dragons review that Feast was "bleak and plodding" and "sorely missed" Daenerys Targaryen, Tyrion Lannister, and Jon Snow.[19]
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 Awards and nominations





	
Hugo Award[image: External link] – Best Novel (nominated) – (2006)[12]


	
Locus Award[image: External link] for Fantasy – Best Novel (nominated) – (2006)[12]


	
British Fantasy Award[image: External link] – Best Novel (nominated) – (2006)[12]


	Quill Award – Best Novel (Science Fiction & Fantasy) (nominated) – (2006)
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A Dance with Dragons





A Dance with Dragons is the fifth of seven planned novels in the epic fantasy[image: External link] series A Song of Ice and Fire by American author George R. R. Martin. In some areas the paperback edition was published in two parts titled Dreams and Dust and After the Feast. It was the first novel in the series to be published following the commencement of the HBO series adaptation, Game of Thrones, and runs to 1,040 pages.

On March 3, 2011, publishing imprint Bantam Spectra[image: External link] announced that the novel would be released on July 12, 2011.[1] Martin delivered the manuscript[image: External link] to his editor on April 27, 2011;[3] however, as early as 2006, Martin made sample chapters available on his website[4][5][6] and at Amazon.co.uk.[7] Additionally, the German branch of Amazon.com (Amazon.de) released a reported 180 copies two weeks early by mistake.[8] The US hardcover was officially published on July 12, 2011, having gone back to press for six printings (totaling more than 650,000 copies) prior to the 1,000+ page novel being available; 298,000 copies in print, digital, and audio formats were sold that first day alone, becoming publishing giant Random House[image: External link]'s biggest book of 2011 and a runaway bestseller. The book was the second in the series to debut at the #1 position on the New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link].[9] A few weeks after publication, A Dance with Dragons went on to be #1 on both Publishers Weekly[image: External link] and USA Today[image: External link] Bestsellers lists.

The novel, along with A Feast for Crows, has been adapted for television as the fifth season of Game of Thrones, although elements of the book have also appeared in the series' third, fourth and sixth seasons.
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 Plot summary
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 At the Wall




King Stannis Baratheon and his forces occupy the Wall[image: External link] as Jon Snow, the newly elected 998th Lord Commander of the Night's Watch[image: External link], sends Samwell Tarly to the Citadel in Oldtown to be trained as a Maester. Sam is accompanied by the ancient Maester Aemon, the wildling[image: External link] girl Gilly, and the newborn son of the wildling leader Mance Rayder, whom Jon has switched with Gilly's baby to save the wildling "prince" from sacrifice by Stannis' red priestess Melisandre. Janos Slynt refuses to acknowledge Jon's authority, and after three public warnings, Jon personally beheads Slynt for disobedience. Though intended to solidify Jon's new position as Lord Commander, it only sows more discord with Slynt's faction. Stannis executes Mance for refusing to submit to him. Jon brokers a truce with Tormund Giantsbane, the leader of the surviving wildlings, allowing them through the Wall and into Westeros[image: External link] in exchange for wildling assistance in defending the Wall against the Others[image: External link]. This creates further unrest among the brothers of the Night's Watch, who have considered the wildlings their enemies for centuries.

Tycho Nestoris, a representative of the Iron Bank of Braavos, arrives at the Wall seeking Stannis, who has already marched south with his army. The Iron Bank now supports Stannis' claim to the Iron Throne since the regent Cersei Lannister has refused to repay the crown's debts. Jon negotiates a loan with which the Night's Watch can buy food to survive the winter. After recurring visions, Melisandre warns Jon that he is in danger from enemies within the Watch, and that a Northern girl is in trouble. Mance is revealed to be alive thanks to Melisandre's magical trickery, and he is sent to Winterfell[image: External link] to rescue the girl, who Jon believes is his half-sister, Arya Stark. However, the girl in Melisandre's visions, fleeing to the Wall, turns out to be Alys Karstark, daughter of the deceased Lord Rickard Karstark. She reveals Rickard's uncle Arnolf Karstark, Castellan of Karhold, declared for Stannis in the hope her last surviving brother Harrion Karstark, a hostage of the Lannisters, would be executed. Arnolf intends to force Alys to marry his son Cregan so his branch of the family can take control of Karhold, and also plans to betray Stannis to the Boltons. When Cregan arrives at the Wall, Jon imprisons him and arranges Alys' marriage to a Wildling leader Sigorn, the Magnar of Thenn, partially to aid the Wildlings' integration into the North.

Jon receives a taunting letter from Ramsay Bolton, who claims to have crushed Stannis' army at Winterfell. Ramsay demands that Jon hand over to him Stannis' wife and daughter or be killed, and Ramsay also insists that he will deliver Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] and Arya, neither of whom Jon has seen in years. Jon decides that he will seek out and kill Ramsay himself, asking for volunteers from the Watch to accompany him. Melisandre's prediction comes true as Jon is stabbed by Bowen Marsh and several of his own men.

Meanwhile, Bran Stark's search for the "Three-Eyed Crow" beyond the Wall leads him to the last surviving Children of the Forest[image: External link], the non-human natives of Westeros. In the Children's cave, Bran and his companions meet the Three-Eyed Crow—the last "greenseer"—an ancient man intertwined with the roots of a weirwood tree. Using greensight[image: External link], Bran witnesses his father Ned Stark at Winterfell's godswood in the past, and communicates with Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] at the same location in the present.
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 Across the Narrow Sea
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 In the Free Cities




Having killed his father Tywin, Tyrion Lannister is smuggled to Pentos by Varys, where he is sheltered by Illyrio Mopatis[image: External link]. Tyrion is sent south with a party to aid Daenerys Targaryen in claiming the Iron Throne; on the journey, it is revealed that Varys and Illyrio have hidden the presumed dead Aegon Targaryen[image: External link], son of the late Prince Rhaegar[image: External link], to eventually install him as king of Westeros. In the intervening years, they have made a contract with the Golden Company, the largest and most skilled mercenary army in the Free Cities. Tyrion advises young Aegon that Daenerys will not respect him unless he has made his conquests first, and persuades Aegon to launch an early invasion of the Seven Kingdoms, without the aid of Daenerys and her dragons. After traveling with Aegon across Essos[image: External link], Tyrion is kidnapped by Jorah Mormont, who intends to deliver him to Daenerys as a means to get back into her favor. Jorah, Tyrion, and a female dwarf named Penny are shipwrecked and sold by slavers to a Yunkish[image: External link] merchant. At Meereen[image: External link], Tyrion escapes in the mass confusion of the plague ravaging the Yunkish army, joins the Second Sons mercenary group, and secures their support for Daenerys.

In Braavos, Arya is an acolyte of the guild of assassins known as the Faceless Men. Temporarily afflicted with blindness at their hands, she develops her sense of hearing, and realizes that she can "see" through cats the same way she could with her pet direwolf, Nymeria. After successfully fending off an attack by the master of the temple with a stick sword, Arya's sight is restored. She is magically given the face of one of the temple petitioners, who come there seeking a quiet death, and is tasked with assassinating a corrupt merchant. After doing so, Arya is declared an apprentice of the Faceless Men, to be sent to another assassin to continue her training.
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 Slaver's Bay




In the far east, Daenerys has conquered the city of Meereen, but struggles to maintain peace within the city while also trying to prevent military defeat from external forces. A plague known as the bloody flux[image: External link] or "pale mare" ravages the city. Daenerys' dragons have become increasingly dangerous in their maturity, and she reluctantly confines them in a dungeon for the safety of her people. Drogon, the largest, evades capture and flies off. Despite her sexual relationship with the mercenary Daario Naharis, Daenerys marries the noble Hizdahr zo Loraq to secure an alliance that will hopefully appease the violent Meereenese resistance group called the Sons of the Harpy. At Hizdahr's insistence, she reopens the fighting pits as a gesture of good will to the citizens, but the noise and carnage attract Drogon. Two hundred people are trampled in the resulting panic or killed by the dragon, at which point Daenerys climbs on Drogon to calm him. He flies off with a helpless Daenerys in tow. Hizdahr is soon implicated in an attempt to poison Daenerys at the pits, and her advisor Barristan Selmy removes Hizdahr from power and prepares for battle with the armies outside Meereen. Hoping to prove his prowess to Daenerys by riding one of her remaining dragons, the Dornish prince Quentyn Martell[image: External link] is killed in the attempt, and both dragons are unleashed upon the city. Drogon flies Daenerys to the Dothraki Sea[image: External link] and leaves her stranded. She encounters the khalasar of Khal Jhaqo, a former subordinate to her late husband Khal Drogo, who betrayed her after Drogo's death. Meanwhile, Theon's uncle Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link] sails for Meereen, intending to fight off the slavers' alliance besieging the city and then marry Daenerys. He plans to use her dragons to overthrow his brother, King Euron[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In the Seven Kingdoms
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 The North




In the North[image: External link], Stannis Baratheon has installed himself at the Wall and attempts to win the support of the northmen; the Lannisters have installed Roose Bolton as Warden of the North; and much of the west coast is under occupation by the Ironborn[image: External link]. Plotting against Stannis, the Karstarks advise him to march on House Bolton's stronghold, the Dreadfort, where the Boltons and Karstarks have laid a trap for him. On the advice of Jon Snow, Stannis instead acquires the support of the Northern hill clans and captures Deepwood Motte from Asha Greyjoy[image: External link], whereupon House Glover and House Mormont join Stannis' army.

Davos is sent to White Harbor to win the support of House Manderly, the richest House in the North. He finds three Freys present, who blame Robb for the conflict and advise submission to the Lannisters. Lord Wyman Manderly pretends to execute Davos Seaworth to ensure the release of his heir Wylis from Lannister captivity. When Wylis is freed, in retribution for the murder of Wyman's other son, Wendel, at the Red Wedding[image: External link], the Manderlys are heavily implied to discreetly murder the three Freys who returned his bones, putting them in pies to be fed to their kin. In a secret meeting, Davos is told the Manderlys and other Northern vassals intend to feign submission to the Boltons, Freys and Lannisters while plotting revenge. Revealing to Davos that young Rickon Stark is in hiding on the remote island of Skagos, Manderly pledges the allegiance of his forces to Stannis if the famed smuggler Davos can retrieve Rickon and unite the Starks' supporters around him.

Theon is revealed to be a prisoner in the dungeon of the Dreadfort, mutilated and driven nearly insane by torture at Ramsay's hands. Renamed "Reek" by Ramsay and kept like a dog, Theon is terrified of the sadistic Ramsay. Ramsay's father Roose arrives with "Arya Stark", whom Reek recognizes as Sansa Stark's friend Jeyne Poole[image: External link]. Ramsay and the false Arya are wed at Winterfell, with Reek forced to assume his previous identity of Theon to give away the bride and help reassure the North that Jeyne is Arya. After the wedding, Ramsay repeatedly abuses Jeyne physically and sexually. Several murders in the castle increase the already high tensions between House Frey and the northern Houses present, with Roose and his vassals desperately trying to keep the peace. He is finally forced to send the Frey and Manderly forces out of Winterfell after a confrontation between them leads to multiple deaths. In Winterfell's godswood, Reek begs for forgiveness and hears Bran's voice calling him "Theon", which restores his sanity. He is approached by a disguised Mance and compelled to help him free the false Arya, but Mance and his spearwives are left behind when the alarm is raised. Theon and Jeyne escape by leaping from the castle wall into the snow, and are then captured by Stannis' forces nearby under Mors Umber. Theon is reunited with his sister Asha[image: External link], who does not initially recognize him. Stannis decides to confront the Boltons at Winterfell, but his army becomes snowbound.
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 The Stormlands




Tyrion convinces Aegon that Daenerys would rather learn of her nephew from his conquest than by his demanding recognition. Aegon, his guardian Jon Connington[image: External link], and the Golden Company, capture four castles with little resistance, including the Connington ancestral seat of Griffin's Roost, with the intention of marching on Storm's End[image: External link], the seat of House Baratheon. Meanwhile, Connington is secretly succumbing to the infectious disease "greyscale".
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 Dorne




Ser Balon Swann of the Kingsguard presents the skull of Gregor Clegane to Prince Doran Martell and his court as justice for the murder of Doran's sister Elia[image: External link]. Doran agrees that Myrcella Baratheon may return to the Westerosi capital King's Landing[image: External link] with her betrothed, his son Prince Trystane, but reveals to his family that Cersei intends to murder Trystane. Doran summons the three eldest of the 'Sand Snakes', his late brother Oberyn[image: External link]'s bastard daughters, and sets each a task: Obara Sand to distract Ser Balon by leading his hunt for Ser Gerold Dayne, the knight who previously tried to kill Myrcella; Nymeria Sand to assume the seat offered to Dorne on the Small Council; and Tyene Sand to infiltrate the Great Sept of Baelor and ingratiate herself with the High Septon.
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 Riverlands




Having negotiated the surrender of Riverrun[image: External link], Jaime Lannister offers peace to House Blackwood, the last of Robb Stark's allies still at arms, which Lord Tytos Blackwood agrees to, giving one of his sons Hoster as a hostage. The Stark-Lannister war in the Riverlands[image: External link] is nominally over, but brigands holding no allegiance now roam most of the broken countryside, and Brynden "The Blackfish" Tully is still missing. Jaime sets about restoring order, and follows when Brienne of Tarth tells him that she has found the missing Sansa Stark, who she claims is in danger from Sandor Clegane.
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 King's Landing




In order to gain release from her imprisonment, the dowager queen Cersei confesses to several of the lesser charges against her, but does not confess to having murdered her husband King Robert Baratheon and many others, nor that her children are the product of incest. As a condition of her release, she is stripped naked and forced to march under escort from the Great Sept of Baelor to the Red Keep. Cersei tries to maintain her pride but the smallfolk pelt her with rotten vegetables and insults, by the end she is crying and crawling on her hands and knees. Meanwhile, the ex-maester Qyburn has perfected "Ser Robert Strong", an eight-foot-tall figure encased in armor, assigned as Cersei's champion in trial by combat. Having taken control of the regency of Cersei's son, the young king Tommen, her uncle Kevan Lannister and Grand Maester Pycelle[image: External link] attempt to undo the damage caused by Cersei's incompetent rule. Later, Kevan finds Pycelle murdered, and is subsequently shot himself with a crossbow by Varys. Varys reveals that he has been plotting for years for the Lannisters to destroy themselves so that the Targaryens may return to power, telling Kevan that Aegon has been shaped to be an ideal ruler. The book ends with Varys sending his "little birds" (child spies) to finish Kevan.
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 Extras




In addition to the maps published in previous books, the book includes a new map of the previously-unmapped area of the Free Cities on the eastern continent. Like the previous four volumes in the Ice and Fire series, the book includes an appendix with a complete list of characters.
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 Characters




The story is narrated[image: External link] from the point of view[image: External link] of 18 different characters,[10] including two minor one-off point-of-view (POV) characters featured in the prologue and epilogue.[11] All but two POV characters were identified before the book's release.

In the North:


	Prologue: Varamyr Sixskins, a skinchanger and one of the surviving wildlings north of the Wall.[12]


	
Jon Snow, the 998th Lord Commander of the Night's Watch[image: External link] and bastard son of Eddard Stark[image: External link].

	
Bran Stark, rightful heir to his brother, the late Robb Stark. Seeking an old power beyond the Wall, believed dead by his own family.

	
Davos Seaworth, former smuggler and Hand of the King to Stannis Baratheon. Has recently learned to read, sent to negotiate with White Harbor.

	Reek, the Prince of Winterfell, the Turncloak, a Ghost in Winterfell: Theon Greyjoy[image: External link], presumed-dead son of recently deceased King Balon Greyjoy[image: External link] of the Iron Islands, a captive of Ramsay Bolton and now tortured, starved and barely sane.

	The Wayward Bride, the King's Prize, the Sacrifice: Asha Greyjoy[image: External link], niece of King Euron Greyjoy[image: External link] of the Iron Islands[image: External link], fled the Iron Islands after her uncle's coronation.

	
Lady Melisandre, a shadow-binder from Asshai[image: External link] and a devoted priestess to the red god R'hllor[image: External link], advisor to Stannis.



In the eastern continent of Essos:


	
Daenerys Targaryen, heir to the Targaryen dynasty[image: External link] which ruled Westeros for 300 years until their deposition 15 years before the first novel. Self-proclaimed Queen of Westeros, she now rules the city of Meereen[image: External link].

	
Tyrion Lannister, dwarf and uncle to the King Tommen of Westeros[image: External link], a fugitive wanted for kinslaying and regicide. Recently fled the Seven Kingdoms.

	The Merchant's Man, the Windblown, the Spurned Suitor, the Dragontamer: Quentyn Martell[image: External link], eldest son of Prince Doran Martell of Dorne, traveling into the East on a mission for his father.

	The Lost Lord, the Griffin Reborn: Jon Connington, one of the former Hands of the King to Aerys Targaryen and one of Prince Rhaegar's closest friends. Exiled, and falsely believed dead. His identity as a narrator was kept secret throughout the book's pre-release process.

	The Queensguard, the Discarded Knight, the Kingbreaker, the Queen's Hand: Ser Barristan Selmy, the former Lord Commander of Robert Baratheon's Kingsguard, and the first of Daenerys's Queensguard.

	The Iron Suitor: Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link], Captain of the Iron fleet, recently gone on a quest to find Daenerys and use her for the Ironborn's own ends.

	The Blind Girl, the Ugly Little Girl: Arya Stark, hiding in the Free City of Braavos, where she has taken on the identity of the "Cat of the Canals" and continues her training as an assassin by the House of Black and White (The Faceless Men).



In the South:


	The Watcher: Areo Hotah, Captain of Doran Martell's guard.

	Ser Jaime Lannister, the Kingslayer, Lord Commander of the Kingsguard; currently occupying the lands around Riverrun[image: External link].

	
Cersei Lannister, the Queen Regent, currently imprisoned in a tower cell, awaiting trial.

	Epilogue: Ser Kevan Lannister, head of House Lannister in light of his brother's death, and current regent[image: External link] to King Tommen. His identity as a narrator was kept secret throughout the book's pre-release process.



Chapters for several POVs, which may include Sansa Stark, Samwell Tarly, Aeron Damphair[image: External link], Arianne Martell[image: External link], and Brienne of Tarth were written for the book, but they will instead tentatively appear in the next book, The Winds of Winter.
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A Dance with Dragons was originally intended to be the title of the second novel in the sequence, when Martin still envisioned the series as a trilogy[image: External link]. Some early US editions of A Game of Thrones (1996) list A Dance of Dragons as the forthcoming second volume in the series. The 1998 anthology Legends[image: External link], which features the novella The Hedge Knight[image: External link] from the same universe, listed A Dance of Dragons as the third installment of a four-book series.

In May 2005 Martin announced that the "sheer size" of his still-unfinished manuscript for A Feast for Crows had led him and his publishers to split the narrative into two books.[13] Rather than divide the text in half chronologically, Martin opted to instead split the material by character and location, resulting in "two novels taking place simultaneously" with different casts of characters.[13] Published in 2005, A Feast for Crows is narrated primarily by characters in the South of the Seven Kingdoms and in the new locations of the Iron Islands and Dorne. A Dance with Dragons features characters in the North and across the narrow sea[image: External link], although Jaime Lannister, Cersei Lannister, Arya Stark, Areo Hotah and Victarion and Asha Greyjoy appear in both volumes.

Approximately one-third of the published A Dance with Dragons consists of material that had been written for the pre-split A Feast for Crows, although much of this has been rewritten by Martin.[14]

In 2009, Martin confirmed that, contrary to earlier statements, Sansa Stark would not appear in A Dance with Dragons; Sansa chapters initially slated for the novel have instead been pushed back to The Winds of Winter, which is planned to be the sixth book in the series.[15] In early 2010, Martin noted that his intent for A Dance with Dragons was for the first 800 manuscript pages to cover the alternate characters in the same time span as A Feast for Crows, and that "Everything that follows is post-Feast, so that's where some of the cast from the last book start popping up again."[16] Stating that "I wanted to resolve at least a few of the cliffhangers from Feast," Martin also mentioned the possibility that some of his finished chapters might get pushed to the next novel, The Winds of Winter, depending on the length of the finished manuscript for A Dance with Dragons.[16]
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Despite original, optimistic predictions of possible completion in late 2006, Martin completed the novel in April 2011, nearly five years later. During this period, Martin's blog featured sporadic updates on his progress, and in January 2008 he posted an update affirming his vigilant commitment to finishing the novel.[17] In early 2008, publisher Spectra Books[image: External link] (a division of Random House[image: External link]) announced that A Dance with Dragons would be released on September 30, 2008,[18] but Martin stated this would only be possible if he finished writing by the end of June, before his trip to Spain and Portugal;[19] he did not meet his goal.[20]

On February 19, 2009, Martin posted on his website: "I am trying to finish the book by June. I think I can do that. If I do, A Dance with Dragons will likely be published in September or October."[15] On June 22, 2009, the author expressed "guarded optimism" with respect to his progress on the novel, while still not confirming a publication date.[21] When asked in a July 2009 interview with FREE! Magazine how the book was going, Martin stated, "It is going pretty well, actually. I am hoping to finish it by September or October; that is my goal."[22] On October 6, 2009, Martin said that his working manuscript for A Dance With Dragons had just exceeded 1,100 pages of completed chapters, plus "considerably more in partials, fragments, and roughs."[23] He noted that this made the upcoming novel longer than his earlier books A Game of Thrones and A Feast for Crows, and nearly as long as A Clash of Kings.[23]

On March 2, 2010, Martin remarked that he had reached 1,311 manuscript pages, making Dance the second-longest novel in the series at that point, behind only the 1,521-page manuscript of A Storm of Swords.[24] On July 8, 2010, Martin spoke at a conference and confirmed the current length of the book to be 1,400 manuscript pages. He expressed his disappointment that he was unable to completely finish the novel by the conference, although he would not speculate how soon the book would be completed after his return home on July 11.[11] At the same conference, Martin also confirmed that he has written one Sansa, one Arya, and two Arianne chapters for the planned sixth novel, Winds of Winter, and had transferred two Cersei chapters from that book into A Dance with Dragons.[11] On August 7, 2010, Martin confirmed that he had completed eight POVs, excluding the prologue and epilogue.[25]

At the New York Comic Con[image: External link] on October 10, 2010, Spectra senior editor Anne Groell announced that Martin had only five chapters remaining to finish, with sections of the chapters already completed. She stated her desire to have the manuscript completed by December.[26] In a December 2010 interview with Bear Swarm, Martin stated that he almost had A Dance With Dragons completed.[27]

On March 3, 2011, the publisher announced that the novel, though at that point still not completed, would be officially published on July 12, 2011.[1][2] Martin claimed this July 2011 publication date was different from the previous publication dates mentioned, in that this was "real", as opposed to earlier "wishful thinking, boundless optimism, cockeyed dreams, [and] honest mistakes".[28] On March 12, he revealed that the unfinished manuscript had exceeded A Storm of Swords in length, making it the longest volume in the entire series.[29] On March 27, he announced that the manuscript had exceeded 1,600 pages.[30] On April 27, 2011, it was announced that Martin had completed A Dance with Dragons.[31][32] Almost a month later, on May 20, 2011, Martin further announced that after incorporating requested changes made by his book editor and her staff copy-editors, suggested final draft notes from trusted friends, and his own final "sweat" (a line-by-line reread done to tighten and eliminate any unnecessary "fat" remaining in the manuscript), that the final draft had been reduced to 1,510 pages; this made Dragons the second-longest novel, by a narrow margin, to volume three, A Storm of Swords. The novel was now ready to meet its announced July 12, 2011 release date.

On June 29, 2011, Martin announced that Amazon Germany had mistakenly released 180 copies of the novel early and requested that those who held copies not spoil the book for fans who had to wait. Several A Song of Ice and Fire websites put an embargo in place on their forums with the same intent.[8]
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Foreign-language editions


	Bulgarian: Бард: "Танц с Дракони" ("Dance with Dragons")

	Catalan: Alfaguara: "Dansa amb dracs" ("Dance with Dragons")

	Chinese (traditional): Three volumes, "與龍共舞" 上, 中 and 下

	Croatian: Two volumes, Algoritam: "Ples zmajeva" ("A Dance of Dragons")

	Czech: Talpress: "Tanec s draky" ("A Dance with Dragons")

	Danish: "En dans med drager" ("A Dance with Dragons")

	Dutch: Two volumes, Luitingh-Sijthoff: "Oude vetes, Nieuwe strijd", "Zwaarden tegen draken" ("Old Feuds, New Battle", "Swords Against Dragons")

	Finnish: Two volumes: "Lohikäärmetanssi" ("Dragondance") 1 and 2

	French: Three volumes, Pygmalion: "Le Bûcher d'un roi", "Les dragons de Meereen", "Une danse avec les dragons" ("The Stake/Pyre of a King", "The Dragons of Meereen", "A Dance with Dragons")

	German: FanPro (2012): "Drachenreigen" ("Dragons' Round"). Two volumes, Blanvalet[image: External link] (2012): "Der Sohn des Greifen", "Ein Tanz mit Drachen" ("The Son of the Griffin", "A Dance with Dragons")

	Greek: Two volumes, Anubis: "Το Κάλεσμα της Φλόγας", "Το Σπαθί στο Σκοτάδι" ("Call of the Flame", "The Sword in the Darkness")

	Hebrew: "ריקוד עם דרקונים חלק א - חלומות ואבק, ריקוד עם דרקונים חלק ב - לאחר המשתה" ("Dance with Dragons Part I - Dreams and Dust, Dancing with Dragons Part II - After the Feast")

	Hungarian: Alexandra Könyvkiadó: "Sárkányok tánca" ("Dance of Dragons")

	Italian: Three volumes, Arnoldo Mondadori Editore (2011, 2012): "I guerrieri del ghiaccio", "I fuochi di Valyria", "La danza dei draghi" ("The Warriors of Ice", "The Fires of Valyria", "The Dance of Dragons")

	Japanese: Hardcover : Three volumes, Hayakawa (2013): "竜との舞踏" ("Dance with Dragons") I, II and III, paperback : Hayakawa (2016), I, II and III

	Latvian: "Deja ar Pūķiem" ("A Dance with Dragons") [33]


	Lithuanian: Two volumes: "Šokis su Drakonais: Sapnai ir Dulkės", "Šokis su Drakonais: Po Puotos" ("Dance with Dragons: Dreams and the Dust", "Dance with Dragons: After the Feast")

	Norwegian: Two volumes, Vendetta: "Drømmer og støv", "Dragenes dans" ("Dreams and Dust", "Dance of the Dragons")

	Polish: "Taniec ze smokami" ("A Dance with Dragons")

	Brazilian Portuguese: Leya: "A Dança dos Dragões" ("The Dance of Dragons")

	European Portuguese: Two volumes, Saída de Emergência: "A Dança dos Dragões", "Os Reinos do Caos" ("A Dance of Dragons", "The Kingdom of Chaos")

	Romanian: Nemira: "Dansul dragonilor" ("The Dance of the Dragons")

	Russian: AST: "Танец с драконами" ("Dance with Dragons")

	Serbian: Two volumes, Лагуна: "Плес са змајевима Део први: Снови и прах", "Плес са змајевима Део други: После гозбе" ("A Dance with Dragons Part I: Dreams and Dust", "A Dance with Dragons Part II: After the Feast")

	Slovenian: "Ples z zmaji" ("A Dance with Dragons")

	Spanish: Ediciones Gigamesh: "Danza de dragones" ("Dance of Dragons")

	Swedish: "Drakarnas dans" ("Dance of the Dragons")

	Turkish: "Ejderhaların Dansı" ("Dance of Dragons")

	Vietnamese: Three volumes: "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 5A: Đánh thức Rồng Thiêng", "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 5B: Trấn thủ thành Mereen", "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 5C: Vũ điệu Rồng Thiêng". ("Game of Thrones 5A: Awake Dragon", "Game of Thrones 5B: Defense on Mereen", "Game of Thrones 5C: Dance of Dragons")
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The Atlantic[image: External link]'s Rachael Brown found A Dance with Dragons "infinitely more satisfying than its predecessor, 2005's bleak and plodding A Feast for Crows. The aspects of Martin's work that have endeared him to fans are abundant here – rich world building, narrative twists and turns, and gritty depictions of the human struggle for power. Characters who were sorely missed in Feast – Daenerys Targaryen, Tyrion Lannister, and Jon Snow – make up more than a third of the novel, and Martin is wise enough to give us at least a chapter from (almost) everyone else. Weaknesses that have plagued Martin's previous books are also present: too much repetition, unexceptional prose, and characters who use the same idioms (and have sex in exactly the same manner) no matter their ethnicity, social class, or continent. But while A Dance with Dragons cries out for better editing, it remains entirely engrossing. Martin has hidden so many clues and red herrings throughout his previous volumes that it is a thrill to see certain pieces fall into place."[34]

Remy Verhoeve of The Huffington Post[image: External link] said, "A Dance with Dragons is just a book, of course. It is not the Second Coming[image: External link] or anything. And I understand that the author must feel a lot of pressure concerning this one (he should). It's late and it has to repair some of the damage done by A Feast for Crows, which frankly felt as if it was written by a ghost writer at times. Finally it is here, and some of the things we've been wondering about for more than a decade are actually revealed (not everything, but at least some things). It has the same structural problems as the previous book; it is sprawling and incoherent at times, but at least the characters are more interesting than in the previous installment. It does feel like I'm reading a bunch of separate stories within the same setting–the chapters are told through the eyes of various characters–but that doesn't really bother me as I love the setting and like to see it through various points of view. Theories that have been bandied about online for the last ten years mostly come true in this book, so in that respect the novel isn't shocking but neither is it disappointing. Martin also manages to put in a few twists, but ends the book much like he did the previous one with cliffhangers instead of wrapping things up a little better so the next long wait won't hurt so much."[35]

David Orr of The New York Times[image: External link] said, "A Dance With Dragons comes in at roughly 9,574,622,012 pages, and smart money says the final two books in the series will make this one look like 'The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link]'. Such length isn't necessary, and it hurts Martin's prose and his plot mechanics. Tyrion 'waddles' at least 12 times here, and even if we suppose the unflattering word reflects Tyrion's contempt for his own awkward gait, it seems unlikely he would indulge this contempt when he's, say, fighting for his life. Similarly, when your novel's terrain stretches across hundreds of miles and your world lacks jet propulsion, as an author you face some basic problems of transportation that can result in conveyance via Rube Goldberg[image: External link]."[36]

Time[image: External link]'s James Poniewozik found a possible "weakness to the early Meereen sections [by] marking time (and making Dany uncharacteristically indecisive) to allow time for all the pieces to fall into place" and said, "All this makes for a thousand-page book that feels half as long, that moves dextrously, answers key questions and gobsmacks you with convincing feints and change-ups. As in AFFC, there are sections that feel like they could have used an editor. In some chapters you suddenly find yourself in a strange land with a character you have little attachment to, wondering where this thread is going, as if you had stayed too long at a party after the friends you came with have left.[37]

The Washington Post[image: External link]'s Bill Sheehan said, "Filled with vividly rendered set pieces, unexpected turnings, assorted cliffhangers and moments of appalling cruelty, A Dance With Dragons is epic fantasy as it should be written: passionate, compelling, convincingly detailed and thoroughly imagined. Despite a number of overtly fantastic elements (dragons, seers, shape shifters and sorcerers), the book — and the series as a whole — feels grounded in the brutal reality of medieval times and has more in common with the Wars of the Roses than it does with The Lord of the Rings. The result is a complex summer blockbuster with brains and heart, a book with rare — and potentially enormous — appeal.[38]

Megan Wasson of The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] said, "A Dance with Dragons may well be one of the best books in the five-book series so far. Martin's prose is concise but pithy, begging to be devoured over and over again. All the fans' favorite characters make an appearance, unlike in the last book. But what truly sets this book above some of the others in the series is Martin's ability to keep his readers on their toes and the edges of their seats. No character, no matter how likeable and seemingly important, is ever safe from Martin's pen (remember Ned Stark?), and on the other hand, no one can ever be truly pronounced dead. What you thought was going to happen after reading Books No. 1, 2, and even 3 and 4, now clearly will not happen, and that's where Martin's strength lies."[39]
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In April 2012, A Dance with Dragons was nominated for the 2012 Hugo Award for Best Novel[image: External link].[40] In May 2012, it was nominated for the 2012 Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel[image: External link] and won it in June 2012.[41][42] In August 2012, the novel was nominated for a World Fantasy Award for Best Novel.[43]
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George R. R. Martin





George Raymond Richard Martin[3] (born George Raymond Martin; September 20, 1948), often referred to as GRRM,[4] is an American novelist[image: External link] and short-story[image: External link] writer in the fantasy[image: External link], horror[image: External link], and science fiction[image: External link] genres, screenwriter, and television producer. He is best known for his international bestselling series of epic fantasy[image: External link] novels, A Song of Ice and Fire, which was later adapted into the HBO dramatic series Game of Thrones.

Martin serves as the series' co-executive producer, and also scripted four episodes of the series. In 2005, Lev Grossman[image: External link] of Time[image: External link] called Martin "the American Tolkien[image: External link]",[5] and the magazine later named him one of the "2011 Time 100[image: External link]", a list of the "most influential people in the world."[6][7]
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 Early life




George Raymond Martin (he later adopted the confirmation name[image: External link] Richard at 13 years old)[8] was born on September 20, 1948,[9] in Bayonne, New Jersey[image: External link],[10] the son of longshoreman[image: External link] Raymond Collins Martin and his wife Margaret Brady Martin. He has two younger sisters, Darleen and Janet. His father was of half Italian[image: External link] descent, while his mother was of half Irish[image: External link] ancestry.[11] He also has French[image: External link], English[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link] and German[image: External link] roots.[12]

The family first lived in a house on Broadway, belonging to Martin's great-grandmother. In 1953, they moved to a federal housing project[image: External link] near the Bayonne docks.[11] During Martin's childhood, his world consisted predominantly of "First Street to Fifth Street", between his grade school and his home; this limited world made him want to travel and experience other places, but the only way of doing so was through his imagination, so he became a voracious reader.[13] The young Martin began writing and selling monster stories for pennies to other neighborhood children, dramatic readings included. He also wrote stories about a mythical kingdom populated by his pet turtles; the turtles died frequently in their toy castle, so he finally decided they were killing each other off in "sinister plots".[14]

Martin attended Mary Jane Donohoe School and then later Marist High School[image: External link]. While there he became an avid comic-book fan, developing a strong interest in the superheroes being published by Marvel Comics[image: External link].[15] A letter Martin wrote to the editor of Fantastic Four[image: External link] was printed in issue No. 20 (Nov 1963); it was the first of many sent, e.g., FF #32, #34, and others. Fans who read his letters then wrote him letters in turn, and through such contacts, Martin joined the fledgling comics fandom[image: External link] of the era, writing fiction for various fanzines[image: External link];[16] he was the first to register for an early comic book convention[image: External link] held in New York in 1964.[17] In 1965, Martin won comic fandom's Alley Award[image: External link] for Best fan fiction for his prose superhero story "Powerman vs. The Blue Barrier".[18]

In 1970, Martin earned a B.S. in Journalism[image: External link] from Northwestern University[image: External link], Evanston, Illinois[image: External link], graduating summa cum laude[image: External link]; he went on to complete his M.S. in Journalism in 1971, also from Northwestern.[19] Eligible for the draft[image: External link] during the Vietnam War[image: External link], to which he objected[image: External link], Martin applied for and obtained conscientious objector[image: External link] status;[20] he instead did alternative service work for two years (1972–1974) as a VISTA[image: External link] volunteer, attached to the Cook County[image: External link] Legal Assistance Foundation.[19] An expert chess player, he also directed chess tournaments for the Continental Chess Association from 1973 to 1976.[21]
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In the mid-1970s, Martin met English professor George Guthridge[image: External link] from Dubuque, Iowa[image: External link], at a science fiction convention[image: External link] in Milwaukee[image: External link]. Martin persuaded Guthridge (who confesses that at that time he despised science fiction[image: External link] and fantasy[image: External link]) not only to give speculative fiction[image: External link] a second look, but to write in the field himself. (Guthridge has since been a finalist for the Hugo Award and twice for the Nebula Award[image: External link] for science fiction and fantasy. In 1998, he won a Bram Stoker Award[image: External link] for best horror novel.)[citation needed[image: External link]]

In turn, Guthridge helped Martin find a job at Clarke University[image: External link] (then Clarke College). Martin "wasn't making enough money to stay alive", from writing and the chess tournaments, says Guthridge.[22] From 1976 to 1978, Martin was an English and journalism instructor at Clarke, and he became Writer In Residence at the college from 1978 to 1979.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While he enjoyed teaching, the sudden death of friend and fellow author Tom Reamy[image: External link] in late 1977 made Martin reevaluate his own life, and he eventually decided to try to become a full-time writer. He resigned from his job, and being tired of the hard winters in Dubuque, he moved to Santa Fe[image: External link] in 1979.[23]
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Martin began selling science fiction short stories[image: External link] professionally in 1970, at age 21. His first sale was "The Hero", sold to Galaxy[image: External link] magazine and published in its February 1971 issue; other sales soon followed. His first story to be nominated for the Hugo Award[image: External link][24] and Nebula Awards[image: External link] was "With Morning Comes Mistfall[image: External link]", published in 1973 in Analog[image: External link] magazine. In 1975 his story "...for a single yesterday" about a post-apocalyptic timetripper was selected for inclusion in Epoch[image: External link], a science fiction anthology edited by Roger Elwood and Robert Silverberg. Martin is a member of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] (SFWA), Martin became the organization's Southwest Regional Director from 1977 to 1979; he served as its vice-president from 1996 to 1998.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1976, for Kansas City's MidAmeriCon[image: External link], the 34th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link] ( Worldcon[image: External link]), Martin and his friend and fellow writer-editor Gardner Dozois[image: External link] conceived of and organized the first Hugo Losers' Party for the benefit of all past and present Hugo-losing writers, their friends and families, the evening following the convention's Hugo Awards ceremony. Martin was nominated for two Hugos that year but lost both awards, for the novelette "...and Seven Times Never Kill Man" and the novella The Storms of Windhaven, co-written with Lisa Tuttle[image: External link].[25] The Hugo Losers' Party became an annual Worldcon event thereafter, and its formal title later changed.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Although Martin often writes fantasy or horror, a number of his earlier works are science fiction tales occurring in a loosely defined future history[image: External link], known informally as "The Thousand Worlds" or "The Manrealm". He has also written at least one piece of political-military fiction, "Night of the Vampyres", collected in Harry Turtledove[image: External link]'s anthology The Best Military Science Fiction of the 20th Century (2001).[26]

In 1983, Martin published a vampire novel titled Fevre Dream set in the 19th century on the Mississippi River. Unlike traditional vampire novels, in Fevre Dream vampires are not supernatural creatures, but are rather a different species related to humans created by evolution with superhuman powers. Critic Don D'Amassa has praised Fevre Dream for its strong 19th century atmosphere and wrote: "This is without question one of the greatest vampire novels of all time".[27] Martin followed up Fevre Dream with another horror novel, The Armageddon Rag. The unexpected commercial failure of The Armageddon Rag[image: External link] (1984), "essentially destroyed my career as a novelist at the time", he recalled. However, that failure led him to seek a career in television[14] after a Hollywood option on that novel led to him being hired, first as a staff writer and then as an Executive Story Consultant, for the revival of the Twilight Zone[image: External link]. After the CBS[image: External link] series was cancelled, Martin migrated over to the already-underway satirical science fiction series Max Headroom[image: External link]. He worked on scripts and created the show's "Ped Xing" character. However, before his scripts could go into production, the ABC[image: External link] show was cancelled in the middle of its second season. Martin was then hired as a writer-producer on the new dramatic fantasy series Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]; in 1989, he became the show's co-supervising producer and wrote 14 of its episodes.[28]

In 1987, Martin published a collection of short horror stories in Portraits of His Children. During this same period, Martin continued working in print media as a book-series editor, this time overseeing the development of the multi-author Wild Cards[image: External link] book series, which takes place in a shared universe[image: External link] in which a small slice of post–World War II[image: External link] humanity gains superpowers after the release of an alien-engineered virus; new titles are still being published in the ongoing series from Tor Books[image: External link]. In Second Person, Martin "gives a personal account of the close-knit role-playing game[image: External link] (RPG) culture that gave rise to his Wild Cards shared-world anthologies".[29] An important element in the creation of the multiple author series was a campaign of Chaosium[image: External link]'s role-playing game Superworld[image: External link] (1983) that Martin ran in Albuquerque[image: External link].[30] Admitting he became completely obsessed with the game, he stopped writing literature for about a year, but his shrinking bank accounts made him realize he had to come up with something, and got the idea that perhaps the stories and characters created in Superworld could somehow become profitable.[31] Martin's own contributions to Wild Cards have included Thomas Tudbury, "The Great and Powerful Turtle[image: External link]", a powerful psychokinetic[image: External link] whose flying "shell" consisted of an armored VW Beetle[image: External link]. As of June 2011, 21 Wild Cards volumes had been published in the series; earlier that same year, Martin signed the contract for the 22nd volume, Low Ball (2014), published by Tor Books[image: External link]. In early 2012, Martin signed another Tor contract for the 23rd Wild Cards volume, High Stakes, which was released in August 2016.[32]

In August 2016 Martin announced that Universal Cable Productions[image: External link] had acquired the rights to adapt the Wild Cards novels into a television series.[33]

Martin's novella Nightflyers[image: External link] (1980) was adapted into a 1987 feature film of the same name. He was unhappy about having to cut plot elements for the screenplay's scenario in order to accommodate the film's small budget.[34]
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See: A Song of Ice and Fire


In 1991, Martin briefly returned to writing novels and began what would eventually turn into his epic fantasy series: A Song of Ice and Fire, which was inspired by the Wars of the Roses[image: External link] and Ivanhoe[image: External link]. Martin originally conceptualised it as being three volumes.[35] It is currently intended to comprise seven volumes. The first, A Game of Thrones, was published in 1996. In November 2005, A Feast for Crows, the fourth novel in this series, became The New York Times[image: External link] No. 1 Bestseller and also achieved No. 1 ranking on The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] bestseller list.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, in September 2006, A Feast for Crows was nominated for both a Quill Award[image: External link] and the British Fantasy Award[image: External link].[36][not in citation given[image: External link]] The fifth book, A Dance with Dragons, was published July 12, 2011, and quickly became an international bestseller, including achieving a No. 1 spot on the New York Times Bestseller List and many others; it remained on the New York Times list for 88 weeks. The series has received praise from authors, readers, and critics alike. In 2012, A Dance With Dragons made the final ballot for science fiction and fantasy's Hugo Award, World Fantasy Award, Locus Poll Award, and the British Fantasy Award; the novel went on to win the Locus Poll Award for Best Fantasy Novel. Two more novels are planned and still being written in the series: The Winds of Winter and the final volume A Dream of Spring[image: External link].
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HBO Productions purchased the television rights for the entire A Song of Ice and Fire series in 2007 and began airing the fantasy series on their US premium cable channel on April 17, 2011. Titled Game of Thrones, it ran weekly for ten episodes, each approximately an hour long.[37] Although busy completing A Dance With Dragons and other projects, George R. R. Martin was heavily involved in the production of the television series adaptation of his books. Martin's involvement included the selection of a production team and participation in scriptwriting; the opening credits list him as a co-executive producer of the series. The series was renewed shortly after the first episode aired.

The first season was nominated for 13 Emmy Awards, ultimately winning two: one for its opening title credits, and one for Peter Dinklage as Best Supporting Actor.

The first season was also nominated for a 2012 Hugo Award, fantasy and science fiction's oldest award, presented by the World Science Fiction Society[image: External link] each year at the annual Worldcon[image: External link]; the show went on to win the 2012 Hugo for Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form, at Chicon 7[image: External link], the 70th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in Chicago, IL[image: External link]. Martin took home one of the three Hugo Award trophies awarded in that collaborative category, the other two going to Game of Thrones showrunners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss[image: External link].

The second season, based on the second A Song of Ice and Fire novel A Clash of Kings, began airing on HBO in the US on April 1, 2012. The second season was nominated for 12 Emmy Awards, including another Supporting Actor nomination for Dinklage. It went on to win six of those Emmys in the Technical Arts categories, which were awarded the week before the regular televised 2012 awards show. The second-season episode "Blackwater", written by George R.R. Martin, was nominated the following year for the 2013 Hugo Award in the Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form category; that episode went on to win the Hugo Award at LoneStarCon 3, the 71st World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in San Antonio, Texas[image: External link]. In addition to Martin, showrunners Benioff and Weiss (who contributed several scenes to the final screenplay) and episode director Neil Marshal (who expanded the scope of the episode on set) received Hugo statuettes.

Seasons 5 and 6 each won a dozen Emmy Awards, including Outstanding Drama.[38]

By the end of 2016 all seasons up to Game of Thrones (Season 6)[image: External link] (which premiered on April 24, 2016) had been aired on HBO and all seasons had been released on DVD and/or Blu-Ray[39] for home viewing; see List of Game of Thrones episodes. The company confirmed on July 18, 2016 that Game of Thrones (Season 7)[image: External link] would consist of seven episodes instead of the usual ten, and would premiere later than usual, in mid-2017, because of the later filming schedule. This was necessary in order to be shooting during the winter season in Europe.[40] Series 7 was expected to air in mid 2017. The first footage from the season was revealed in a new promotional video that featured clips from its new and returning original shows for the coming year on November 28, 2016, showcasing Jon Snow, Sansa Stark and Arya Stark.[41][42] Like the previous season, it will largely consist of original content currently not found in Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, but also adapts material from the upcoming sixth and seventh novels: The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring.[43]

HBO confirmed that Series 8 has been ordered and that it would be the last of the series; it will be aired in 2018.[44] In November 2016, President of Programming Casey Bloys indicated that he had had preliminary discussions about a prequel spinoff to the Game of Thrones series with Martin.[45] HBO CEO Richard Plepler commented in December 2016 that a spinoff "would be exciting" but was somewhat non committal in that respect. "Right now we’re focused on finishing the series ... We’re going to do that while at the same time parallel processing very embryonic stages of other possibilities," he told The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link].[46]
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Martin's work has been described by the Los Angeles Times as having "complex story lines, fascinating characters, great dialogue, perfect pacing".[47] While the New York Times sees it as "fantasy for grown ups",[48] others feel it is dark and cynical.[49] Martin's first novel, Dying of the Light[image: External link], set the tone for some of his future work; it unfolds on a mostly abandoned planet that is slowly becoming uninhabitable as it moves away from its sun. This story has a strong sense of melancholy[image: External link]. His characters are often unhappy or, at least, unsatisfied, in many cases holding on to idealisms[image: External link] in spite of an otherwise chaotic and ruthless world, and often troubled by their own self-seeking or violent actions, even as they undertake them. Many have elements of tragic heroes[image: External link] or antiheroes[image: External link] in them; reviewer T. M. Wagner writes: "Let it never be said Martin doesn't share Shakespeare's fondness for the senselessly tragic."[50]

The overall gloominess of A Song of Ice and Fire can be an obstacle for some readers; the Inchoatus Group writes that, "If this absence of joy is going to trouble you, or you're looking for something more affirming, then you should probably seek elsewhere."[51] However, for many fans, it is precisely this level of "realness" and "completeness"–including many characters' imperfections, moral and ethical ambiguity, and (often sudden) consequential plot twists–[image: External link]that is endearing about Martin's work. Many find that this is what makes the series' story arcs compelling enough to keep following despite its sheer brutality and intricately messy and interwoven plotlines; as TM Wagner points out:


There's great tragedy here, but there's also excitement, humor, heroism even in weaklings, nobility even in villains, and, now and then, a taste of justice after all. It's a rare gift when a writer can invest his story with that much humanity.[50]



Martin's characters are multifaceted, each with intricate pasts, aspirations, and ambitions. Publishers Weekly writes of his ongoing epic fantasy A Song of Ice and Fire: "The complexity of characters such as Daenerys, Arya and the Kingslayer will keep readers turning even the vast number of pages contained in this volume, for the author, like Tolkien[image: External link] or Jordan[image: External link], makes us care about their fates."[52] Misfortune, injury, and death (including false death and reanimation) often befall major or minor characters, no matter how attached the reader has become. Martin has described his penchant for killing off important characters as being necessary for the story's depth: "when my characters are in danger, I want you to be afraid to turn the page, (so) you need to show right from the beginning that you're playing for keeps".[53]

In distinguishing his work from others, Martin makes a point of emphasizing realism and plausible social dynamics above an over-reliance on magic and a simplistic "good versus evil[image: External link]" dichotomy, which contemporary fantasy writing is often criticized for. Notably, Martin's work makes a sharp departure from the prevalent "heroic knights and chivalry" schema that has become a mainstay in fantasy as derived from The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] series of J.R.R. Tolkien[image: External link]. He specifically critiques the oversimplification of Tolkien's themes and devices by imitators in ways that he has humorously described as "Disneyland Middle Ages",[54] which gloss over or even ignore major differences between medieval and modern societies, particularly social structures, ways of living, and political arrangements. Martin has been described as "the American Tolkien" by literary critics.[55] While Martin finds inspiration in Tolkien's legacy,[56] he aims to go beyond what he sees as Tolkien's "medieval philosophy" of "if the king was a good man, the land would prosper" to delve into the complexities, ambiguities, and vagaries of real-life power: "We look at real history and it's not that simple ... Just having good intentions doesn't make you a wise king."[57]

The author makes a point of grounding his work on a foundation of historical fiction[image: External link], which he channels to evoke important social and political elements of primarily the European medieval era[image: External link] that differ markedly from elements of modern times, including the multigenerational, rigid, and often brutally consequential nature of the hierarchical class system[image: External link] of feudal societies[image: External link][58] that is in many cases overlooked in fantasy writing. Even as A Song of Ice and Fire is a fantasy series that employs magic and the surreal as central to the genre, Martin is keen to ensure that magic is merely one element of many that moves his work forward,[59] not a generic deus ex machina[image: External link] that is itself the focus of his stories, which is something he has been very conscious about since reading Tolkien; "If you look at The Lord of the Rings, what strikes you, it certainly struck me, is that although the world is infused with this great sense of magic, there is very little onstage magic. So you have a sense of magic, but it's kept under very tight control, and I really took that to heart when I was starting my own series."[60] Martin's ultimate aim is an exploration of the internal conflicts[image: External link] that define the human condition[image: External link], which, in deriving inspiration from William Faulkner[image: External link],[61] he ultimately describes as the only reason to read any literature, regardless of genre.[62]
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Martin actively contributes to his blog, Not a Blog. He still does all his "writing on an old DOS[image: External link] machine running Wordstar 4.0[image: External link]".[63]
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Martin is known for his regular attendance through the decades at science fiction conventions[image: External link] and comics conventions, and his accessibility to fans. In the early 1980s, critic and writer Thomas Disch[image: External link] identified Martin as a member of the "Labor Day Group", writers who regularly congregated at the annual Worldcon[image: External link],[64] usually held on or around the Labor Day[image: External link] weekend. Since the early 1970s, he has also attended regional science fiction conventions, and since 1986 Martin has participated annually in Albuquerque[image: External link]'s smaller regional convention Bubonicon[image: External link], near his New Mexico[image: External link] home.[65] He was the Writer[citation needed[image: External link]] Guest of Honor at the 61st World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link] in Toronto, held in 2003.[66][67]

In December 2016, Martin was a key speaker at the Guadalajara International Book Fair 2016 in Mexico where the author provided hints about the next two books in the series A Song of Ice and Fire. [68]
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Martin's official fan club is the "Brotherhood Without Banners", which has a regular posting board at the Forum of the website westeros.org, which is focused on his A Song of Ice and Fire fantasy series. At the annual World Science Fiction Convention every year, the BWB hosts a large, on-going hospitality suite that is open to all members of the Worldcon;[69] their suite frequently wins by popular vote the convention's best party award.[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fan criticism and response




Martin has been criticized by some of his readers for the long periods between books in the Ice and Fire series, notably the six-year gap between the fourth volume, A Feast for Crows (2005), and the fifth volume, A Dance with Dragons (2011).[70][71] The previous year, in 2010, Martin had responded to fan criticisms by saying he was unwilling to write only his Ice and Fire series, noting that working on other prose and compiling and editing different book projects have always been part of his working process.[72] Writer Neil Gaiman[image: External link] famously wrote on his blog in 2009 to a critic of Martin's pace, "George R. R. Martin is not your bitch." Gaiman later went on to state that writers are not machines and that they have every right to work on other projects if they want to.[73]

In 2015, Timothy D. O'Hara, one of the world's leading authorities on brittle stars[image: External link], and a fan of Martin, named a newly found brittle star Ophiohamus georgemartini because it reminded him of the thorny crown on the cover of A Clash of Kings.[74][75][76]
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Martin is opposed to fan fiction[image: External link], which he views as copyright infringement and a bad exercise for aspiring writers in terms of developing skills in world-building and character development.[77][78]
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In the early 1970s, Martin was in a relationship with fellow science-fiction/fantasy author Lisa Tuttle[image: External link],[79] with whom he co-wrote Windhaven[image: External link].

While attending an East Coast science fiction convention he met his first wife, Gale Burnick; they were married in 1975, but the marriage ended in divorce, without issue, in 1979.[80] On February 15, 2011, Martin married his longtime partner Parris McBride during a small ceremony at their Santa Fe[image: External link] home. On August 19, 2011, they held a larger wedding ceremony and reception at Renovation, the 69th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in Reno, Nevada[image: External link].[81]

He and his wife Parris are supporters of the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary[image: External link] in New Mexico.[82] In early 2013, he purchased Santa Fe's Jean Cocteau Cinema and Coffee House, which had been closed since 2006. He had the property completely restored, including both its original 35 mm capability to which was added digital projection and sound; the Cocteau officially reopened for business on August 9, 2013.[83] Martin has also supported Meow Wolf[image: External link], an arts collective in Santa Fe, having pledged $2.7 million towards a new art-space in January 2015.[84][85]

In response to a question on his religious views, Martin replied: "I suppose I'm a lapsed Catholic[image: External link]. You would consider me an atheist[image: External link] or agnostic[image: External link]. I find religion and spirituality fascinating. I would like to believe this isn't the end and there's something more, but I can't convince the rational part of me that makes any sense whatsoever."[86]

Martin is a fan of the New York Jets[image: External link][87] and the New York Mets[image: External link].[88] He is also a fan of the Grateful Dead[image: External link], and says that the Dead's music may have influenced his work.[89]

Martin made a guest appearance as himself in an episode, "El Skeletorito", of the Adult Swim[image: External link] show Robot Chicken[image: External link].[90] He also appeared in SyFy[image: External link]'s Z Nation[image: External link] as a zombie version of himself in season two's "The Collector",[citation needed[image: External link]] where he is still signing copies of his new novel.[91] He also appeared in the documentary Atari: Game Over[image: External link].
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In 2014, Martin launched a high-profile campaign on Prizeo[image: External link] to raise funds for two charities: Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary[image: External link] and the Food Depot of Santa Fe. As part of the campaign, Martin offered one donor the chance to accompany him on a trip to the wolf sanctuary, including a helicopter ride and dinner. Martin also offered those donating $20,000 or more the opportunity to have a character named after them in an upcoming A Song Of Ice And Fire novel and "killed off". The campaign garnered significant media attention and raised a total of $502,549.[92][93]
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Growing up, Martin avoided the draft to the Vietnam War by being a conscientious objector and did two years of alternative service. He generally opposed the war and thought it was a "terrible mistake for America." He also opposes the idea of the glory of war and tries to realistically describe war in his books.[94]

In 2014, Martin endorsed Senator Tom Udall[image: External link].[95]

In the midst of pressure to pull the 2014 feature film The Interview[image: External link] from theatres, the Jean Cocteau Theatre in Santa Fe, New Mexico[image: External link], which has been owned by Martin since 2013, decided to show the film. Theatre manager Jon Bowman told the Santa Fe New Mexican: "As a movie theater, we are not just involved in the entertainment business. We are involved in the First Amendment[image: External link] business, protecting our freedoms".[96]

On November 20, 2015, writing on his LiveJournal[image: External link], Martin advocated for allowing Syrian refugees[image: External link] into the United States.[97] He supported Hillary Clinton[image: External link] in the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link],[98] and criticized Donald Trump[image: External link] following the election.[99][100]
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	1975 Hugo Award[image: External link] for Best Novella[image: External link] for "A Song for Lya[image: External link]" [101]


	1979 Nebula Award[image: External link] for Best Novelette[image: External link] for "Sandkings" (This is Martin's only story to win both a Hugo and a Nebula.)[102]


	1980 Hugo Award for Best Novelette[image: External link] for " Sandkings[image: External link]" [103]


	1980 Hugo Award for Best Short Story[image: External link] for "The Way of Cross and Dragon[image: External link]" [103]


	1985 Nebula Award for Best Novelette for "Portraits of His Children" [102]


	1988 Bram Stoker Award[image: External link] for Long Fiction[image: External link] for "The Pear-Shaped Man"

	1989 World Fantasy Award[image: External link] for Best Novella[image: External link] for "The Skin Trade[image: External link]"

	1997 Hugo Award for Best Novella for "Blood of the Dragon" [104]


	2003 Premio Ignotus[image: External link] for Best Foreign Novel for A Game of Thrones


	2004 Premio Ignotus for Best Foreign Novel for A Clash of Kings


	2003 Locus Award[image: External link] for Best Fantasy Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2006 Premio Ignotus for Best Foreign Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2011 Locus Award for Best Original Anthology for Warriors[image: External link] (co-edited with Gardner Dozois[image: External link])

	Declared by Time[image: External link] "One of the Most Influential People of 2011"[6]


	2012 Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel for A Dance with Dragons


	2012 Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Long Form for Game of Thrones, Season 1 (co-executive producer)[105]


	2012 World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement[image: External link]


	2013 Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form for Game of Thrones, Season 2, Episode 9, "Blackwater" (screenwriter)[106]


	2014 Locus Award for Best Original Anthology for Old Mars[image: External link] (co-edited with Gardner Dozois)[107]


	2015 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series - Game of Thrones, Season 5 (co-executive producer)

	2015 Northwestern University[image: External link] Medill[image: External link] Hall of Achievement Award[108]


	2016 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series - Game of Thrones, Season 6 (co-executive producer)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Nominations





	1988 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Beauty and the Beast (as producer)

	1989 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Beauty and the Beast (as producer)

	2011 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 1 (co-executive producer)

	2012 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 2 (co-executive producer)

	2013 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 3 (co-executive producer)

	2014 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 4 (co-executive producer)

	2016 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 6 (co-executive producer)

	1997 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Game of Thrones[109]


	1999 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Clash of Kings


	2001 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2001 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Storm of Swords[110]


	2006 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Feast for Crows [111]


	2006 Quill Award[image: External link] for A Feast for Crows


	
British Fantasy Award[image: External link] for A Feast for Crows


	2012 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Dance with Dragons[112]
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A Song of Ice and Fire





A Song of Ice and Fire is a series of epic fantasy[image: External link] novels by the American novelist and screenwriter George R. R. Martin. He began the first volume of the series, A Game of Thrones, in 1991 and had it published in 1996. Martin, who initially envisioned the series as a trilogy, has published five out of a planned seven volumes. The fifth and most recent volume of the series published in 2011, A Dance with Dragons, took Martin five years to write. He is still writing the sixth novel, The Winds of Winter.

A Song of Ice and Fire takes place on the fictional continents Westeros[image: External link] and Essos[image: External link]. The point of view[image: External link] of each chapter in the story is a limited[image: External link] perspective of a range of characters growing from nine, in the first novel, to thirty-one by the fifth. Three main stories interweave a dynastic war among several families for control of Westeros, the rising threat of the supernatural Others[image: External link] in the northernmost reaches of Westeros, and the ambition of Daenerys Targaryen, the deposed king's exiled daughter, to assume the Iron Throne.

Martin's inspirations included the Wars of the Roses[image: External link] and the French historical novels[image: External link] The Accursed Kings[image: External link] by Maurice Druon[image: External link].[2][3] A Song of Ice and Fire received praise for its diverse portrayal of women and religion, as well as its realism. An assortment of disparate and subjective points of view confronts the reader, and the success or survival of point of view characters is never assured. Within the often morally ambiguous world of A Song of Ice and Fire, questions concerning loyalty, pride, human sexuality, piety, and the morality of violence[image: External link] frequently arise.

As of April 2015, the books have sold more than 60 million copies worldwide[4] and, as of January 2017, have been translated into 47 languages.[5][6] The fourth and fifth volumes reached the top of The New York Times Best Seller lists[image: External link] upon their releases.[7] Among the many derived works are several prequel novellas, a TV series, a comic book adaptation, and several card, board, and video games[image: External link].
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 Plot synopsis




A Song of Ice and Fire takes place in a fictional world in which seasons last for years and end unpredictably. Nearly three centuries before the events of the first novel (see backstory[image: External link]), the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros[image: External link] were united under the Targaryen[image: External link] dynasty by Aegon I and his sisters Visenya and Rhaenys, with Aegon Targaryen becoming the first king of the whole of the continent of Westeros, save for the southerly Dorne. At the beginning of A Game of Thrones, 15 peaceful summer years have passed since the rebellion led by Robert Baratheon deposed and killed the last Targaryen king, Aerys II, and proclaimed Robert king of the Seven Kingdoms.

The principal story chronicles the power struggle for the Iron Throne between the great Houses of Westeros following the death of King Robert in A Game of Thrones. Robert's heir apparent, the 13-year old Joffrey, is immediately proclaimed king through the machinations of his mother, Cersei Lannister. When Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark[image: External link], King Robert's "Hand" (chief advisor), discovers that Joffrey and his siblings are the product of incest between Cersei and her twin brother Jaime, Eddard is executed for treason. In response, Robert's brothers Stannis and Renly both lay separate claims to the throne. During this period of instability, two of the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros attempt to become independent from the Iron Throne: Ned Stark's eldest son Robb is proclaimed King in the North, while Balon Greyjoy[image: External link] desires to recover the sovereignty of his region, the Iron Islands. The so-called "War of the Five Kings" is in full progress by the middle of the second book, A Clash of Kings.

The second story takes place in the far north of Westeros, where an 8,000-year-old wall of ice defends the Seven Kingdoms from the Others. The Wall's sentinels, the Sworn Brotherhood of the Night's Watch[image: External link], also protect the realm from the incursions of the "Wildlings" or "Free Folk", who are humans living north of the Wall. The Night's Watch story is told primarily through the point of view of Jon Snow, the bastard son[image: External link] of Eddard Stark.[8] Jon follows the footsteps of his uncle Benjen Stark and joins the Watch at a young age, rising quickly through the ranks. In the third volume, A Storm of Swords, the Night's Watch storyline becomes increasingly entangled with the War of the Five Kings[image: External link].

The third story follows Daenerys Targaryen, daughter of the last Targaryen king of the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros. Daenerys' story takes place on the continent of Essos, which is located directly east of Westeros across the Narrow Sea. Daenerys' storyline is isolated from the others until A Dance with Dragons. On Essos, Daenerys is married off by her elder brother Viserys Targaryen to a powerful warlord but slowly becomes an independent and intelligent ruler in her own right. Her rise to power is aided by the historic birth of three dragons[image: External link], hatched from eggs given to her as wedding gifts. The three dragons soon become not only a symbol of her bloodline, but devastating weapons of war.
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 Publishing history
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 Overview




Books in the Ice and Fire series are first published in hardcover and are later re-released as paperback editions. In the UK, Harper Voyager[image: External link] publishes special slipcased editions.[9] The series has also been translated into more than 30 languages.[10] All page totals given below are for the US first editions.



	#
	Title
	Pages
	Chapters
	Words
	Audio
	US release



	1
	A Game of Thrones
	704[11]
	73
	292,727[12]
	33h 53m
	August 1996[11]



	2
	A Clash of Kings
	768[13]
	70
	318,903[14]
	37h 17m
	February 1999[13]



	3
	A Storm of Swords
	992[15]
	82
	414,604[16]
	47h 37m
	November 2000[15]



	4
	A Feast for Crows
	753[17]
	46
	295,032[18]
	31h 10m
	November 2005[17]



	5
	A Dance with Dragons
	1056[19]
	73
	414,788[20]
	48h 56m
	July 2011[19]



	6
	The Winds of Winter
	(Forthcoming)



	7
	A Dream of Spring[21]
	(Forthcoming)



	
	Total
	4,273
	344
	1,736,054
	198h 53m
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 First three novels (1991–2000)




George R. R. Martin was already a successful fantasy and sci-fi author and TV writer before writing his A Song of Ice and Fire book series.[22] Martin had published his first short story in 1971 and his first novel in 1977.[23] By the mid-1990s, he had won three Hugo Awards[image: External link], two Nebula Awards[image: External link], and other awards for his short fiction.[24] Although his early books were well received within the fantasy fiction community, his readership remained relatively small and Martin took on jobs as a writer in Hollywood in the mid-1980s.[24] He worked principally on the revival of The Twilight Zone[image: External link] throughout 1986 and on Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] until 1990, but he also developed his own TV pilots and wrote feature film scripts. He grew frustrated that his pilots and screenplays were not getting made[24] and that TV-related production limitations like budgets and episode lengths were forcing him to cut characters and trim battle scenes.[25] This pushed Martin back towards writing books, where he did not have to worry about compromising the size of his imagination.[24] Admiring the works of J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link] in his childhood, he wanted to write an epic fantasy, though he did not have any specific ideas.[26]

When Martin was between Hollywood projects in the summer of 1991, he started writing a new science fiction novel called Avalon. After three chapters, he had a vivid idea of a boy seeing a man's beheading and finding direwolves in the snow, which would eventually become the first non-prologue chapter of A Game of Thrones.[27] Putting Avalon aside, Martin finished this chapter in a few days and grew certain that it was part of a longer story.[28] After a few more chapters, Martin perceived his new book as a fantasy story[28] and started making maps and genealogies.[22] However, the writing of this book was interrupted for a few years when Martin returned to Hollywood to produce his TV series Doorways[image: External link] that ABC[image: External link] had ordered but ultimately never aired.[25]




"The first scene...chapter one of the first book, the chapter where they find the direwolf pups...just came to me out of nowhere. I was...at work on a different novel, and suddenly I saw that scene. It didn't belong in the novel I was writing, but it came to me so vividly that I had to sit down and write it, and by the time I did, it led to a second chapter, and the second chapter was the Catelyn chapter where Ned has just come back."





—George R. R. Martin in 2014[29]


In 1994, Martin gave to his agent, Kirby McCauley[image: External link], the first 200 pages and a two-page story projection as part of a planned trilogy with the novels A Dance with Dragons and The Winds of Winter intended to follow. When Martin had still not reached the novel's end at 1400 manuscript pages, he felt that the series needed to be four and eventually six books long,[25][30] which he imagined as two linked trilogies of one long story.[31] Martin chose A Song of Ice And Fire as the overall series title: Martin saw the struggle of the cold Others and the fiery dragons as one possible meaning for "Ice and Fire", whereas the word "song" had previously appeared in Martin's book titles A Song for Lya[image: External link] and Songs the Dead Men Sing, stemming from his obsessions with songs.[32] Martin also named Robert Frost[image: External link]'s 1920 poem "Fire and Ice[image: External link]" and cultural associations such as passion versus betrayal as possible influences for the series' title.[33]

The revised finished manuscript for A Game of Thrones was 1088 pages long (without the appendices),[34] with the publication following in August 1996.[11] Wheel of Time author Robert Jordan[image: External link] had written a short endorsement for the cover that was influential in ensuring the book's and hence series' early success with fantasy readers.[35] Blood of the Dragon, a pre-release sample novella drawn from Daenerys's chapters, went on to win the 1997 Hugo Award for Best Novella.[36]

The 300 pages removed from the A Game of Thrones manuscript served as the opening of the second book, entitled A Clash of Kings.[30] It was released in February 1999 in the United States,[13] with a manuscript length (without appendices) of 1184 pages.[34] A Clash of Kings was the first book of the Ice and Fire series to make the best-seller lists,[25] reaching 13 on The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link] in 1999.[37] After the success of the The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] films, Martin received his first inquiries to the rights of the Ice and Fire series from various producers and filmmakers.[25]

Martin was several months late turning in the third book, A Storm of Swords.[24] The last chapter he had written was about the "Red Wedding", a pivotal scene notable for its violence (see Themes: Violence and death[image: External link]).[38] A Storm of Swords was 1521 pages in manuscript (without appendices),[34] causing problems for many of Martin's publishers around the world. Bantam Books[image: External link] published A Storm of Swords in a single volume in the United States in November 2000,[15] whereas some other-language editions were divided into two, three, or even four volumes.[34] A Storm of Swords debuted at number 12 in the New York Times bestseller list.[36][39]
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 Bridging the timeline gap (2000–2011)




After A Game of Thrones, A Clash of Kings, and A Storm of Swords, Martin originally intended to write three more books.[24] The fourth book, tentatively titled A Dance with Dragons, was to focus on Daenerys Targaryen's return to Westeros and the associated conflicts.[31] Martin wanted to set this story five years after A Storm of Swords so that the younger characters could grow older and the dragons grow larger.[40] Agreeing with his publishers early on that the new book should be shorter than A Storm of Swords, Martin set out to write the novel closer in length to A Clash of Kings.[34] A long prologue was to establish what had happened in the meantime, initially just as one chapter of Aeron Damphair[image: External link] on the Iron Islands at the Kingsmoot. Since the events on the Iron Islands were to have an impact in the book and could not be told with existing POV characters, Martin eventually introduced three new viewpoints.[41]

In 2001, Martin was still optimistic that the fourth installment might be released in the last quarter of 2002.[32] However, the five-year gap did not work for all characters during writing. On one hand, Martin was unsatisfied with covering the events during the gap solely through flashbacks and internal retrospection. On the other hand, it was implausible to have nothing happen for five years.[40] After working on the book for about a year, Martin realized he needed an additional interim book, which he called A Feast for Crows.[40] The book would pick up the story immediately after the third book, and Martin scrapped the idea of a five-year gap.[32] The material of the written 250-page prologue was mixed in as new viewpoint characters from Dorne and the Iron Islands.[41] These expanded storylines and the resulting story interactions complicated the plot for Martin.[42]

The manuscript length of A Feast For Crows eventually surpassed A Storm of Swords.[40] Martin was reluctant to make the necessary deep cuts to get the book down to publishable length, as that would have compromised the story he had in mind. Printing the book in "microtype on onion skin paper and giving each reader a magnifying glass" was also not an option for him.[34] On the other hand, Martin rejected the publishers' idea of splitting the narrative chronologically into A Feast for Crows, Parts One and Two.[7] Being already late with the book, Martin had not even started writing all characters' stories[43] and also objected to ending the first book without any resolution for its many viewpoint characters as in previous books.[40]

With the characters spread out across the world,[44] a friend suggested that Martin divide the story geographically into two volumes, of which A Feast for Crows would be the first.[7] This approach would give Martin the room to complete his commenced story arcs as he had originally intended,[34] which he still felt was the best approach years later.[44] Martin moved the unfinished characters' stories set in the east (Essos) and north (Winterfell and the Wall) into the next book, A Dance with Dragons,[45] and left A Feast for Crows to cover the events on Westeros, King's Landing, the Riverlands, Dorne, and the Iron Islands.[34] Both books begin immediately after the end of A Storm of Swords,[44] running in parallel instead of sequentially, and involve different casts of characters with only little overlap.[34] Martin split Arya's chapters into both books after having already moved the three other most popular characters (Jon Snow, Tyrion, and Daenerys) into A Dance with Dragons.[45]

Upon its release in October 2005 in the UK[46] and November 2005 in the US,[17] A Feast for Crows went straight to the top of the New York Times[image: External link] bestseller list.[47] Among the positive reviewers was Lev Grossman of Time[image: External link], who dubbed Martin "the American Tolkien".[48] However, fans and critics alike were disappointed with the story split that left the fates of several popular characters unresolved after A Storm of Swords' cliffhanger ending.[49][50] With A Dance with Dragons said to be half-finished,[49] Martin mentioned in the epilogue of A Feast for Crows that the next volume would be released by the next year.[51] However, planned release dates were repeatedly pushed back. Meanwhile, HBO acquired the rights to turn Ice and Fire into a dramatic series in 2007[52] and aired the first of ten episodes covering A Game of Thrones in April 2011.[53]

With around 1600 pages in manuscript length,[1] A Dance with Dragons was eventually published in July 2011 after six years of writing,[25] longer in page count and writing time than any of the preceding four novels.[22][49] The story of A Dance with Dragons catches up and goes beyond A Feast for Crows around two-thirds into the book,[43] but nevertheless covers less story than Martin had intended, omitting at least one planned large battle sequence and leaving several character threads ending in cliff-hangers.[22] Martin attributed the delay mainly to his untangling "the Meereenese[image: External link] knot", which the interviewer understood as "making the chronology and characters mesh up as various threads converged on [Daenerys]".[50] Martin also acknowledged spending too much time on rewriting and perfecting the story, but soundly rejected the theories of his more extravagant critics that he had lost interest in the series or would bide his time to make more money.[49]
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 Planned novels and future




Martin believes the last two volumes of the series will be big books of 1500 manuscript pages each.[54] The sixth book will be called The Winds of Winter,[55] taking the title of the last book of the originally planned trilogy.[44] Displeased with the provisional title A Time for Wolves for the final volume, Martin ultimately announced A Dream of Spring as the title for the seventh book in 2006.[21] Martin said in March 2012 that the final two novels will take readers farther north than any of the previous books, and that the Others will appear in the book.[56]
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 The Winds of Winter




The Winds of Winter will resolve the Dance with Dragons cliffhangers early on and "will open with the two big battles that [the fifth book] was building up to, the battle in the ice and the battle [...] of Slaver's Bay. And then take it from there."[56] By the middle of 2010, Martin had already finished five chapters of The Winds of Winter from the viewpoints of Sansa Stark, Arya Stark, Arianne Martell[image: External link], and Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link], accumulating to around 100 completed pages.[55][57] After the publication of A Dance with Dragons in 2011, Martin announced he would return to writing in January 2012.[22] He spent the meantime on book tours, conventions, and continued working on his The World of Ice & Fire companion guide and a new Tales of Dunk and Egg[image: External link] novella.[58][59]

In December 2011, Martin posted a chapter from The Winds of Winter from the viewpoint of Theon Greyjoy[image: External link];[60] several other chapters have been made public since. Four hundred pages of the sixth novel have been written as of October 2012, although Martin considers only 200 as "really finished"; the rest needs revising.[33] In 2011, Martin gave three years as a realistic estimate for finishing the sixth book at a good pace,[1] but said ultimately the book "will be done when it's done",[44] acknowledging that his publication estimates had been too optimistic in the past.[22] Martin did not intend to separate the characters geographically again.[26]

In 2015 there were indications that the book would be published before sixth season of the HBO show[61][62][63][64][65][66] but in early January 2016 Martin confirmed that he had not met an end-of-year deadline that he had established with his publisher for release of the book before the sixth season. He added that there was "a lot still left to write" and that completion of the book was "months away still...if the writing goes well." Martin also revealed there had been a previous deadline of October 2015 that he had considered achievable in May 2015, and that in September 2015 he had still considered the end-of-year deadline achievable. He further confirmed that some of the plot of the book might be revealed in the upcoming season of Game of Thrones.[67] In February 2016, Martin stated that he dropped all his editing projects except for Wild Cards[image: External link], and that he would not be writing any teleplays, screenplays, short stories, introductions or forewords before delivering The Winds of Winter.[68]

During the Guadalajara International Book Fair in Mexico in early December 2016, Martin offered the following hint as to the tone of this book:


There are a lot of dark chapters right now ... I've been telling you for 20 years that winter was coming. Winter is the time when things die, and cold and ice and darkness fill the world, so this is not going to be the happy feel-good that people may be hoping for. Some of the characters [are] in very dark places.[69]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 A Dream of Spring




Martin is firm about ending the series with the seventh novel "until I decide not to be firm".[22] With his stated goal to tell the story from beginning to end, he will not truncate the story to fit into an arbitrary number of volumes.[38] He knows the ending in broad strokes as well as the future of the main characters,[26] and will finish the series with bittersweet elements where not everyone will live happily ever after.[36] Martin hopes to write an ending similar to The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] that he felt gave the story a satisfying depth and resonance. On the other hand, Martin noted the challenge to avoid a situation like the finale of the TV series Lost[image: External link], which left some fans disappointed by deviating too far from their own theories and desires.[44] In 2015, Martin said that he was not writing A Dream of Spring together with The Winds of Winter,[70] and in early 2016, he said he did not believe A Dream of Spring would be published before the last season of the HBO show.[71]

Martin offered the following hint as to how the series would conclude during a Q&A at the Guadalajara International Book Fair. "I'm not going to tell you how I'm going to end my book, but I suspect the overall flavor is going to be as much bittersweet as it is happy."[69]
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 TV series and other writings




Early during the development of the TV series, Martin told major plot points to producers David Benioff and D. B. Weiss in case he should die.[26] (The New York Times reported in 2011 that, at age 62, Martin was by all accounts in robust health.)[72] Martin was confident he would have published at least The Winds of Winter before the TV series overtook him.[26] Nevertheless, there was general concern about whether Martin would be able to stay ahead of the show.[73] As a result, head writers Benioff and Weiss learned more future plot points from Martin in 2013 to help them set up the show's new possible seasons. This included the end stories for all the core characters. Deviations from the books' storylines are also being considered, but a two-year show hiatus to wait for new books is not an option for them as the child actors continue to grow and the show's popularity would wane.[74] Martin indicated he would not permit another writer to finish the book series.[49] On January 2, 2016, Martin confirmed that the sixth volume would not be published before the start of the sixth season of the HBO series.[75]

Regarding A Song of Ice and Fire as his magnum opus[image: External link], Martin is certain never to write anything on this scale again and would only return to this fictional universe in the context of stand-alone novels.[41] He prefers to write stories about characters from other Ice and Fire periods of history such as his Tales of Dunk and Egg[image: External link] project, instead of continuing the series directly.[41][76] A possible future side project is a prequel set during Aegon's conquest of Westeros.[77] Martin said he would love to return to writing short stories, novellas, novelettes, and stand-alone novels from diverse genres such as science fiction, horror, fantasy, or even a murder mystery. However, he will see if his audience follows him after publishing his next project.[28][35]
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 Inspiration and writing
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 Genre




George R. R. Martin believes the most profound influences to be the ones experienced in childhood.[78] Having read H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link], Robert E. Howard[image: External link], Robert A. Heinlein[image: External link], Eric Frank Russell[image: External link], Andre Norton[image: External link],[28] Isaac Asimov[image: External link],[32] Fritz Leiber[image: External link], and Mervyn Peake[image: External link][79] in his youth, Martin never categorized these authors' literature into science fiction, fantasy, or horror and will write from any genre as a result.[78] Martin classified A Song of Ice and Fire as "epic fantasy[image: External link]",[1] and specifically named Tad Williams[image: External link] as very influential for the writing of the series.[32][79] One of his favorite authors is Jack Vance[image: External link],[32] although Martin considered the series not particularly Vancean.[31]




"[Martin's Ice and Fire series] was groundbreaking (at least for me) in all kinds of ways. Above all, the books were extremely unpredictable, especially in a genre where readers have come to expect the intensely predictable. [...] A Game of Thrones was profoundly shocking when I first read it, and fundamentally changed my notions about what could be done with epic fantasy."





—Fantasy writer Joe Abercrombie[image: External link] in 2008[80]


The medieval setting has been the traditional background for epic fantasy. However, where historical fiction leaves versed readers knowing the historical outcome,[79] original characters may increase suspense and empathy for the readers.[78] Yet Martin felt historical fiction, particularly when set during the Middle Ages, had an excitement, grittiness, and a realness to it that was absent in fantasy with a similar backdrop.[81] Thus, he wanted to combine the realism of historical fiction with the magic appeal of the best fantasies,[82] subduing magic in favor of battles and political intrigue.[24] He also decided to avoid the conventional good versus evil setting typical for the genre, using the fight between Achilles and Hector in Homer[image: External link]'s Iliad[image: External link], where no one stands out as either a hero or a villain, as an example of what he wants to achieve with his books.[83]

Martin is widely credited with broadening the fantasy fiction genre for adult content, including incest, paedophilia, and adultery.[49] For The Washington Post[image: External link]'s Writing for The Atlantic[image: External link], Amber Taylor assessed the novels as hard fantasy[image: External link] with vulnerable characters to which readers become emotionally attached.[84] CNN[image: External link] found in 2000 that Martin's mature descriptions were "far more frank than those found in the works of other fantasy authors",[85] although Martin assessed the fantasy genre to have become rougher-edged a decade later and that some writers' work was going beyond the mature themes of his novels.[38] Adam Roberts[image: External link] called Martin's series the most successful and popular example of the emerging subgenre of grimdark[image: External link] fantasy,[86] influencing other writers associated with that style, such as Joe Abercrombie[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Writing process




Setting out to write something on an epic scale,[85] Martin projected to write three books of 800 manuscript pages in the very early stages of the series.[79] His original 1990s contract specified one-year deadlines for his previous literary works, but Martin only realized later that his new books were longer and hence required more writing time.[40] In 2000, Martin planned to take 18 months to two years for each volume and projected the last of the planned six books to be released five or six years later.[36] However, with the Ice and Fire series evolving into the biggest and most ambitious story he has ever attempted writing,[45] he still has two more books to write as of 2016. Martin said he needed to be in his own office in Santa Fe, New Mexico[image: External link] to immerse himself in the fictional world and write.[24] Martin still types his fiction on a DOS[image: External link] computer with WordStar 4.0 software[image: External link].[87] He begins each day at 10 am with rewriting and polishing the previous day's work,[78] and may write all day or struggle to write anything.[24] Excised material and previous old versions are saved to be possibly re-inserted at a later time.[45]

Martin set the Ice and Fire story in a secondary world[image: External link] inspired by Tolkien's writing.[26] Unlike Tolkien, who created entire languages, mythologies, and histories for Middle-earth long before writing The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], Martin usually starts with a rough sketch of an imaginary world that he improvises into a workable fictional setting along the way.[49] He described his writing as coming from a subconscious level in "almost a daydreaming process",[88] and his stories, which have a mythic rather than a scientific core, draw from emotion instead of rationality.[28] Martin employs maps[24] and a cast list topping 60 pages in the fourth volume,[7] but keeps most information in his mind.[1] His imagined backstory remains subject to change until published, and only the novels count as canon[image: External link].[45] Martin does not intend to publish his private notes after the series is finished.[24]

Martin drew much inspiration from actual history for the series,[78] having several bookcases filled with medieval history for research[89] and visiting historic European landmarks.[42] For an American who speaks only English, the history of England proved the easiest source of medieval history for him, giving the series a British rather than a German or Spanish historic flavor.[90] For example, Ned and Robb Stark resemble Richard, 3rd Duke of York[image: External link] and his son Edward IV[image: External link], and Queen Cersei resembles both Margaret of Anjou[image: External link][91] and Elizabeth Woodville[image: External link].[92] Martin immersed himself in many diverse medieval topics such as clothing, food, feasting, and tournaments, to have the facts at hand if needed during writing.[36] The series was in particular influenced by the Hundred Years' War[image: External link], the Crusades[image: External link], the Albigensian Crusade[image: External link], and the Wars of the Roses[image: External link],[78][89] although Martin refrained from making any direct adaptations.[78] Martin was also inspired by the French historical novels The Accursed Kings[image: External link] by Maurice Druon[image: External link], which are about the French monarchy[image: External link] in the 13th and 14th centuries.[2][3]

The story is written to follow principal landmarks with an ultimate destination, but leaves Martin room for improvisation. On occasion, improvised details significantly affected the planned story.[93] By the fourth book, Martin kept more private notes than ever before to keep track of the many subplots,[32] which became so detailed and sprawling by the fifth book as to be unwieldy.[22] Martin's editors, copy editors, and readers monitor for accidental mistakes,[32] although some errors have slipped into publication. For instance, Martin has inconsistently referred to certain characters' eye colors, and has described a horse as being of one sex and then another.[49]
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	Number of chapters per point-of-view character



	POV character
	Game
	Clash
	Storm
	Feast
	Dance
	(Winds)
	Sum



	Bran Stark
	7
	7
	4
	–
	3
	
	21



	Catelyn Stark
	11
	7
	7
	–
	–
	
	25



	Daenerys Targaryen
	10
	5
	6
	–
	10
	
	31



	Eddard Stark
	15
	–
	–
	–
	–
	
	15



	Jon Snow
	9
	8
	12
	–
	13
	
	42



	Arya Stark
	5
	10
	13
	3
	2
	≥1[55]
	33



	Tyrion Lannister
	9
	15
	11
	–
	12
	≥2[94]
	47



	Sansa Stark
	6
	8
	7
	3
	–
	≥1[55]
	24



	Davos Seaworth
	–
	3
	6
	–
	4
	
	13



	Theon Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	6
	–
	–
	7
	≥1[60]
	13



	Jaime Lannister
	–
	–
	9
	7
	1
	
	17



	Samwell Tarly
	–
	–
	5
	5
	–
	
	10



	Cersei Lannister
	–
	–
	–
	10
	2
	
	12



	Brienne of Tarth
	–
	–
	–
	8
	–
	
	8



	Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	–
	≥1[57]
	2



	Areo Hotah
	–
	–
	–
	1
	1
	≥1[95]
	2



	Asha Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	1
	3
	
	4



	Arys Oakheart[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	1
	–
	
	1



	Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	2
	≥1[94]
	4



	Arianne Martell[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	–
	≥2[55]
	2



	Quentyn Martell[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4
	
	4



	Jon Connington[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2
	
	2



	Melisandre
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	
	1



	Barristan Selmy
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4
	≥2[96][97]
	4



	Prologue/Epilogue
	1/–
	1/–
	1/1
	1/–
	1/1
	1/
	7



	Total (characters)
	73 (9)
	70 (10)
	82 (12)
	46 (13)
	73 (18)
	TBD
	344 (31)




The books are divided into chapters, each one narrated in the third person limited[image: External link] through the eyes of a point of view[image: External link] character,[49] an approach Martin learned himself as a young journalism student.[98] Beginning with nine POV characters in A Game of Thrones, the number of POV characters grows to a total of 31 in A Dance with Dragons (see table). The short-lived one-time POV characters are mostly restricted to the prologue[image: External link] and epilogue[image: External link].[36] David Orr of The New York Times[image: External link] noted the story importance of "the Starks[image: External link] (good guys), the Targaryens[image: External link] (at least one good guy, or girl), the Lannisters[image: External link] (conniving), the Greyjoys[image: External link] (mostly conniving), the Baratheons[image: External link] (mixed bag), the Tyrells[image: External link] (unclear) and the Martells[image: External link] (ditto), most of whom are feverishly endeavoring to advance their ambitions and ruin their enemies, preferably unto death".[99] However, as Time[image: External link]'s Lev Grossman[image: External link] noted, readers "experience the struggle for Westeros from all sides at once", such that "every fight is both triumph and tragedy [...] and everybody is both hero and villain at the same time".[100]

Modeled on The Lord of the Rings, the Ice and Fire story begins with a tight focus on a small group (with everyone in Winterfell[image: External link], except Daenerys) and then splits into separate stories. The storylines are to converge again, but finding the turning point in this complex series has been difficult for Martin and has slowed down his writing.[44] Depending on the interview, Martin is said to have reached the turning point in A Dance with Dragons,[44] or to not quite have reached it yet in the books.[101] The series' structure of multiple POVs and interwoven storylines was inspired by Wild Cards[image: External link], a multi-authored shared universe book series edited by Martin since 1985.[102] As the sole author, Martin begins each new book with an outline of the chapter order and may write a few successive chapters from a single character's viewpoint instead of working chronologically. The chapters are later rearranged to optimize character intercutting, chronology, and suspense.[36]

Influenced by his television and film scripting background, Martin tries to keep readers engrossed by ending each Ice and Fire chapter with a tense or revelational moment, a twist or a cliffhanger[image: External link], similar to a TV act break[image: External link].[103] Scriptwriting has also taught him the technique of "cutting out the fat and leaving the muscle", which is the final stage of completing a book, a technique that brought the page count in A Dance with Dragons down almost eighty pages.[104] Dividing the continuous Ice and Fire story into books is much harder for Martin. Each book shall represent a phase of the journey that ends in closure for most characters. A smaller portion of characters is left with clear-cut cliffhangers to make sure readers come back for the next installment, although A Dance with Dragons had more cliffhangers than Martin originally intended.[26][36] Both one-time and regular POV characters are designed to have full character arcs ending in tragedy or triumph,[36] and are written to hold the readers' interest and not be skipped in reading.[79] Main characters are killed off so that the reader will not rely on the hero to come through unscathed and will instead feel the character's fear with each page turn.[35]

The unresolved larger narrative arc encourages speculation about future story events.[49] According to Martin, much of the key to Ice and Fire's future lies over a dozen years in the fictional past, of which each volume reveals more.[24] Events planned from the beginning are foreshadowed, although Martin is careful not to make the story predictable.[101] The viewpoint characters, who serve as unreliable narrators[image: External link],[44] may clarify or provide different perspectives on past events.[105] Therefore, what the readers believe to be true may not necessarily be true.[24]
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See: List of A Song of Ice and Fire characters[image: External link]


Regarding the characters as the heart of the story,[106] Martin planned the epic Ice and Fire fantasy to have a large cast of characters and many different settings from the beginning.[44] A Feast for Crows has a 63-page list of characters,[7] with many of the thousands of characters mentioned only in passing[49] or disappearing from view for long stretches.[107] When Martin adds a new family to the ever-growing number of genealogies[image: External link] in the appendices, he devises a secret about the personality or fate of the family members. However, their backstory remains subject to change until written down in the story.[45] Martin drew most character inspiration from history (without directly translating historical figures)[24] and his own experiences, but also from the manners of his friends, acquaintances, and people of public interest.[32] Martin aims to "make my characters real and to make them human, characters who have good and bad, noble and selfish well-mixed in their natures".[36] Jeff VanderMeer of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] remarked that "Martin's devotion to fully inhabiting his characters, for better or worse, creates the unstoppable momentum in his novels and contains an implied criticism of Tolkien's moral simplicity"[108] (see Themes: Moral ambiguity[image: External link]).

Martin deliberately ignored the writing rule of never giving two characters names starting with the same letter.[45] Instead, character names reflect the naming systems in various European family histories, where particular names were associated with specific royal houses[image: External link] and where even the secondary families assigned the same names repeatedly.[45] The Ice and Fire story therefore has children called "Robert" in honor of King Robert of House Baratheon, a "Brandon" in every other generation of the Starks in commemoration of Brandon the Builder (of the Wall), and the syllable "Ty" commonly occurring in given names of House Lannister.[30] Confident that readers would pay attention, Martin distinguished people sharing a given name[image: External link][45] by adding numbers or locations to their given names (e.g. Henry V of England[image: External link]).[30] The family names were designed in association with ethnic groups (see backstory[image: External link]): the First Men in the North of Westeros had very simply descriptive names like Stark and Strong, whereas the descendants of the Andal invaders in the South have more elaborate, undescriptive house names like Lannister or Arryn, and the Targaryens and Valyrians from the Eastern continent have the most exotic names with the letter Y.[30]

All characters are designed to speak with their own internal voices to capture their views of the world.[36] The Atlantic pondered whether Martin ultimately intended the readers to sympathize with characters on both sides of the Lannister–Stark feud long before plot developments force them to make their emotional choices.[109] Contrary to most conventional epic fantasies, the Ice and Fire characters are vulnerable so that, according to The Atlantic, the reader "cannot be sure that good shall triumph, which makes those instances where it does all the more exulting."[84] Martin gets emotionally involved in the characters' lives during writing, which makes the chapters with dreadful events sometimes very difficult to write.[36] Seeing the world through the characters' eyes requires a certain amount of empathy with them, including the villains,[78] all of whom he has said he loves as if they were his own children.[79][106] Martin found that some characters had minds of their own and took his writing in different directions. He returns to the intended story if it does not work out, but these detours sometimes prove more rewarding for him.[45]

Arya Stark, Tyrion Lannister, Jon Snow, and Daenerys Targaryen generate the most feedback from readers.[110] Martin has stated that Tyrion is his personal favorite, as the grayest of the gray characters, with his cunning and wit making him the most fun to write.[79] Martin has also said that Bran Stark is the hardest character to write. As the character most deeply involved in magic, Bran's story needs to be handled carefully within the supernatural aspects of the books. Bran is also the youngest viewpoint character,[36] and has to deal with the series' adult themes like grief, loneliness, and anger.[103] Martin set out to have the young characters grow up faster between chapters, but, as it was implausible for a character to take two months to respond, a finished book represents very little time passed. Martin hoped the planned five-year break would ease the situation and age the children to almost adults in terms of the Seven Kingdoms, but he later dropped the five-year gap (see section Bridging the timeline gap).[26][36]
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See: Themes in A Song of Ice and Fire
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Although modern fantasy may often embrace strangeness, the Ice and Fire series is generally praised for what is perceived as a sort of medieval realism.[99] Believing that magic should be used moderately in the epic fantasy genre,[25] Martin set out to make the story feel more like historical fiction than contemporary fantasy, with less emphasis on magic and sorcery and more on battles, political intrigue, and the characters.[24] Though the amount of magic has gradually increased throughout the story, the series is still to end with less overt magic than most contemporary fantasies.[36] In Martin's eyes, literary effective magic needs to represent strange and dangerous forces beyond human comprehension,[59] not advanced alien technologies or formulaic spells.[111] As such, the characters understand only the natural aspects of their world, but not the magical elements like the Others.[99]

Since Martin drew on historical sources to build the Ice and Fire world,[78] Damien G. Walter of The Guardian[image: External link] saw a strong resemblance between Westeros and England in the period of the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[112] The Atlantic's Adam Serwer regarded A Song of Ice and Fire as "more a story of politics than one of heroism, a story about humanity wrestling with its baser obsessions than fulfilling its glorious potential", where the emergent power struggle stems from the feudal system's repression and not from the fight between good and evil.[109] Martin not only wanted to reflect the frictions of the medieval class structures in the novels, but also explore the consequences of the leaders' decisions, as general goodness does not automatically make competent leaders and vice versa.[82]

A common theme in the fantasy genre is the battle between good and evil[image: External link],[82] which Martin rejects for not mirroring the real world.[31] Attracted to gray characters instead of orcs[image: External link] and angels[image: External link],[113] Martin instead endorses Nobel Prize laureate William Faulkner[image: External link]'s view that only the human heart in conflict with itself was worth writing about.[82] Just like people's capacity for good and for evil in real life, Martin explores the questions of redemption and character change in the Ice and Fire series.[114] The multiple viewpoint structure allows characters to be explored from many sides, such that, unlike in many other fantasies, the supposed villains can provide their viewpoint.[85] The reader may then decide about good and evil through the novels' actions and politics.[41]

Although fantasy comes from an imaginative realm, Martin sees an honest necessity to reflect the real world where people die sometimes ugly deaths, even beloved people.[36] Main characters are killed off so that the reader will not expect the supposed hero to survive, and instead will feel the same tension and fear that the characters might.[35] The novels also reflect the substantial death rates in war.[79] The deaths of supernumerary extras or orcs have no major effect on readers, whereas a friend's death has much more emotional impact.[101] Martin prefers a hero's sacrifice to say something profound about human nature.[26]

According to Martin, the fantasy genre rarely focuses on sex and sexuality as much as the Ice and Fire books do,[36] instead often treating sexuality in a juvenile way or neglecting it completely.[78] Martin, however, considers sexuality an important driving force in human life that should not be excluded from the narrative.[114] Providing sensory detail for an immersive experience is more important than plot advancement for Martin,[44] who aims to let the readers experience the novels' sex scenes, "whether it's a great transcendent, exciting, mind blowing sex, or whether it's disturbing, twisted, dark sex, or disappointing perfunctory sex."[114] Martin was fascinated by medieval contrasts where knights venerated their ladies with poems and wore their favors in tournaments while their armies mindlessly raped women in wartime.[36] The non-existent concept of adolescence in the Middle Ages served as a model for Daenerys' sexual activity at the age of 13 in the books.[103] The novels also allude to the incestuous practices in the Ptolemaic dynasty[image: External link] of Ancient Egypt[image: External link] to keep their bloodlines pure.[115]

Martin provides a variety of female characters to explore some of the ramifications of the novels being set in a patriarchal society.[101] Writing all characters as human beings with the same basic needs, dreams, and influences,[23] his female characters are to cover the same wide spectrum of human traits as the males.[101] Martin can identify with all point-of-view characters in the writing process despite significant differences to him, be it gender or age.[23]
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Science Fiction Weekly[image: External link] stated in 2000 that "few would dispute that Martin's most monumental achievement to date has been the groundbreaking A Song of Ice and Fire historical fantasy series",[36] for which reviews have been "orders of magnitude better" than for his previous works, as Martin described to The New Yorker.[49] In 2007, Weird Tales[image: External link] magazine described the series as a "superb fantasy saga" that "raised Martin to a whole new level of success".[28] Shortly before the release of A Dance with Dragons in 2011, Bill Sheehan of The Washington Post[image: External link] was sure that "no work of fantasy has generated such anticipation since Harry Potter[image: External link]'s final duel with Voldemort",[107] and Ethan Sacks of Daily News[image: External link] saw the series turning Martin into a darling of literary critics as well as mainstream readers, which was "rare for a fantasy genre that's often dismissed as garbage not fit to line the bottom of a dragon's cage".[60] Salon.com[image: External link]'s Andrew Leonard[image: External link] stated:


The success is all the more remarkable because [the series debuted] without mass market publicity or any kind of buzz in the fantasy/SF scene. George R. R. Martin earned his following the hard way, by word of mouth, by hooking his characters into the psyche of his readers to an extent that most writers of fantasy only dream of.[116]



Publishers Weekly[image: External link] noted in 2000 that "Martin may not rival Tolkien[image: External link] or Robert Jordan[image: External link], but he ranks with such accomplished medievalists of fantasy as Poul Anderson[image: External link] and Gordon Dickson[image: External link]."[15] After the fourth volume came out in 2005, Time[image: External link]'s Lev Grossman considered Martin a "major force for evolution in fantasy" and proclaimed him "the American Tolkien", explaining that, although Martin was "[not] the best known of America's straight-up fantasy writers" at the time and would "never win a Pulitzer[image: External link] or a National Book Award[image: External link] ... his skill as a crafter of narrative exceeds that of almost any literary novelist writing today".[48] As Grossman said in 2011, the phrase American Tolkien "has stuck to [Martin], as it was meant to",[100] being picked up by the media including The New York Times[image: External link] ("He's much better than that"),[117] the New Yorker,[49] Entertainment Weekly ("an acclaim that borders on fantasy blasphemy"),[22] The Globe and Mail,[51] and USA Today.[113] Time magazine named Martin one of the 100 most influential people in the world in 2011,[51] and USA Today named George R.R. Martin their Author of the Year 2011.[118]

According to The Globe and Mail's John Barber, Martin manages simultaneously to master and transcend the genre so that "Critics applaud the depth of his characterizations and lack of cliché in books that are nonetheless replete with dwarves and dragons".[51] Publishers Weekly gave favorable reviews to the first three Ice and Fire novels at their points of release, saying that A Game of Thrones had "superbly developed characters, accomplished prose and sheer bloody-mindedness",[11] that A Clash of Kings was "notable particularly for the lived-in quality of [their fictional world and] for the comparatively modest role of magic",[13] and that A Storm of Swords was one "of the more rewarding examples of gigantism in contemporary fantasy".[15] However, they found that A Feast For Crows as the fourth installment "sorely misses its other half. The slim pickings here are tasty, but in no way satisfying."[17] Their review for A Dance with Dragons repeated points of criticism for the fourth volume, and said that, although "The new volume has a similar feel to Feast", "Martin keeps it fresh by focusing on popular characters [who were] notably absent from the previous book."[19]

According to the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], "Martin's brilliance in evoking atmosphere through description is an enduring hallmark of his fiction, the settings much more than just props on a painted stage", and the novels captivate readers with "complex storylines, fascinating characters, great dialogue, perfect pacing, and the willingness to kill off even his major characters".[108] CNN[image: External link] remarked that "the story weaves through differing points of view in a skillful mix of observation, narration and well-crafted dialogue that illuminates both character and plot with fascinating style",[85] and David Orr of The New York Times found that "All of his hundreds of characters have grace notes of history and personality that advance a plot line. Every town has an elaborately recalled series of triumphs and troubles."[99] Salon.com's Andrew Leonard "couldn't stop reading Martin because my desire to know what was going to happen combined with my absolute inability to guess what would happen and left me helpless before his sorcery. At the end, I felt shaken and exhausted."[119] The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] advised reading the novels with an A Song of Ice and Fire encyclopedia at hand to "catch all the layered, subtle hints and details that [Martin] leaves throughout his books. If you pay attention, you will be rewarded and questions will be answered."[120]

Among the most critical voices were Sam Jordison and Michael Hann, both of The Guardian. Jordison detailed his misgivings about A Game of Thrones in a 2009 review and summarized "It's daft. It's unsophisticated. It's cartoonish. And yet, I couldn't stop reading .... Archaic absurdity aside, Martin's writing is excellent. His dialogue is snappy and frequently funny. His descriptive prose is immediate and atmospheric, especially when it comes to building a sense of deliciously dark foreboding [of the long impending winter]."[121] Hann did not consider the novels to stand out from the general fantasy genre, despite Martin's alterations to fantasy convention, although he rediscovered his childhood's views:


That when things are, on the whole, pretty crappy [in the real world], it's a deep joy to dive headfirst into something so completely immersive, something from which there is no need to surface from hours at a time. And if that immersion involves dragons, magic, wraiths from beyond death, shapeshifting wolves and banished princes, so be it.[122]
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The reported overall sales figures of the A Song of Ice and Fire series vary. The New Yorker said in April 2011 (before the publication of A Dance with Dragons) that more than 15 million Ice and Fire books had been sold worldwide,[49] a figure repeated by The Globe and Mail in July 2011.[51] Reuters reported in September 2013 that the books including print, digital and audio versions have sold more than 24 million copies in North America.[124] The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported more than six million sold copies in North America by May 2011.[125] USA Today reported 8.5 million copies in print and digital overall in July 2011,[126] and over 12 million sold copies in print in December 2011.[118] The series has been translated into more than 20 languages;[10] USA Today reported the fifth book to be translated into over 40 languages.[113] Forbes estimated that Martin was the 12th highest-earning author worldwide in 2011 at $15 million.[127]

Martin's publishers initially expected A Game of Thrones to be a best-seller,[22] but the first installment did not even reach any lower positions in bestseller list.[58] This left Martin unsurprised, as it is "a fool's game to think anything is going to be successful or to count on it".[106] However, the book slowly won the passionate advocacy of independent booksellers and the book's popularity grew by word of mouth.[49] The series' popularity skyrocketed in subsequent volumes,[22] with the second and third volume making The New York Times Best Seller lists[image: External link] in 1999[37] and 2000,[39] respectively. The series gained Martin's old writings new attention, and Martin's American publisher Bantam Spectra[image: External link] was to reprint his out-of-print solo novels.[36]

The fourth installment, A Feast for Crows, was an immediate best-seller at its 2005 release,[22] hitting number one on "The New York Times" hardcover fiction bestseller list November 27, 2005, which for a fantasy novel suggested that Martin's books were attracting mainstream readers.[1] The paperback edition of A Game of Thrones reached its 34th printing in 2010, surpassing the one million mark.[128] Before it even premiered, the TV series had boosted sales of the book series, with Ice and Fire approaching triple-digit growth in year-on-year sales. Bantam was looking forward to seeing the tie-ins boost sales further,[53] and Martin's British publisher Harper Voyager[image: External link] expected readers to rediscover their other epic fantasy literature.[129] With a reported 4.5 million copies of the first four volumes in print in early 2011,[53] the four volumes re-appeared on the paperback fiction bestseller lists in the second quarter of 2011.[123][130]

At its point of publication in July 2011, A Dance with Dragons was in its sixth print with more than 650,000 hardbacks in print.[131] It also had the highest single and first-day sales of any new fiction title published in 2011 at that point, with 170,000 hardcovers, 110,000 e-books, and 18,000 audio books reportedly sold on the first day.[126] A Dance with Dragons reached the top of The New York Times bestseller list on July 31, 2011.[7] Unlike most other big titles, the fifth volume sold more physical than digital copies early on,[72] but nevertheless, Martin became the tenth author to sell 1 million Amazon Kindle[image: External link] e-books.[132] All five volumes and the four-volume boxed set were among the top 100 best-selling books in the United States in 2011 and 2012.[133]

The TV series has contributed significantly boosting sales of both the books and collectibles like box-sets, merchandise, and other items. The TV series also contributed in increasing the geographic coverage of the books, introducing new customers in emerging countries like India and Brazil to the book series. All this has significantly increased the overall book sales.
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See: A Song of Ice and Fire fandom


During the 1980s and early 1990s, Martin's novels had slowly earned him a reputation in science fiction circles,[134] although he said to only have received a few fans' letters a year in the pre-internet days.[78] The publication of A Game of Thrones caused Martin's following to grow, with fan sites springing up and a Trekkie[image: External link]-like society of followers evolving that meet regularly.[134] Westeros.org, one of the main Ice and Fire fansites with about seventeen thousand registered members as of 2011, was established in 1999 by a Swedish-based fan of Cuban-American descent, Elio M. García, Jr., and his girlfriend; their involvement with Martin's work has now become semi-professional.[49] The Brotherhood Without Banners, an unofficial fan club operating globally, was formed in 2001. Their founders and other longtime members are among Martin's good friends.[49]

Martin runs an official website[7] and administers a lively blog with the assistance of Ty Franck.[49] He also interacts with fandom by answering emails and letters, although he stated in 2005 that their sheer numbers might leave them unanswered for years.[78] Since there are different types of conventions nowadays, he tends to go to three or four science-fiction conventions a year simply to go back to his roots and meet friends.[135] He does not read message boards anymore, so that his writing will not be influenced by fans foreseeing twists and interpreting characters differently from what he intended.[135]




"After all, as some of you like to point out in your emails, I am sixty years old and fat, and you don't want me to 'pull a Robert Jordan[image: External link]' on you and deny you your book. Okay, I've got the message. You don't want me doing anything except A Song of Ice and Fire. Ever. (Well, maybe it's okay if I take a leak once in a while?)"





—George R. R. Martin on his blog in 2009[136]


While Martin calls the majority of his fans "great", and enjoys interacting with them,[26] some of them turned against him because of the six years it took to release A Dance with Dragons.[49] A movement of disaffected fans called GRRuMblers formed in 2009, creating sites such as Finish the Book, George and Is Winter Coming?.[49][51] When fans' vocal impatience for A Dance with Dragons peaked shortly after, Martin issued a statement called "To My Detractors"[136] on his blog that received media attention.[49][121][137] The New York Times noted that it was not uncommon for Martin to be mobbed at book signings either.[134] The New Yorker called this "an astonishing amount of effort to devote to denouncing the author of books one professes to love. Few contemporary authors can claim to have inspired such passion."[49]
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 Awards and nominations





	
A Game of Thrones (1996) – Locus Award[image: External link] winner,[138] World Fantasy Award[image: External link][139] and Nebula Award[image: External link] nominee, 1997[140]


	
A Clash of Kings (1998) – Locus Award winner,[138] Nebula Award nominee, 1999[140]


	
A Storm of Swords (2000) – Locus Award winner,[138] Hugo Award[image: External link][141] and Nebula Awards nominee, 2001[142]


	
A Feast for Crows (2005) – Hugo,[143] Locus,[138] and British Fantasy Awards[image: External link] nominee, 2006[144]


	
A Dance with Dragons (2011) – Locus Award winner,[145] Hugo Award[146] and World Fantasy Award nominee, 2012[147]
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 Novellas




Martin has written several prequel[image: External link] novellas. The Tales of Dunk and Egg[image: External link] series, three novellas set ninety years before the events of the novel series, feature the adventures of Ser Duncan the Tall and his squire "Egg", the later King Aegon V Targaryen. The stories have no direct connection to the plot of A Song of Ice and Fire, although both characters are mentioned in A Storm of Swords and A Feast For Crows, respectively. The first installment, The Hedge Knight, was published in the 1998 anthology Legends[image: External link]. The Sworn Sword followed in 2003, published in Legends II[image: External link].[41] Both were later adapted into graphic novels[image: External link].[148] The third novella, titled The Mystery Knight, was first published in the 2010 anthology Warriors[image: External link],[149] and is planned to be adapted as a graphic novel as well.[150] Martin planned to release the first three novellas as one collection in 2014.[151] Up to eight further Dunk and Egg installments are planned.[38]

The novella The Princess and the Queen or, the Blacks and the Greens appeared in Tor Books[image: External link]'s 2013 anthology Dangerous Women[image: External link], and explains some of the Targaryen backstory two centuries before the events of the novels.[152][153] The Rogue Prince, or, the King's Brother, published in the 2014 anthology Rogues[image: External link], is itself a prequel to the events of The Princess and the Queen.[154]

Chapter sets from the novels were also compiled into three novellas that were released between 1996 and 2003 by Asimov's Science Fiction[image: External link] and Dragon[image: External link]:


	
Blood of the Dragon (July 1996),[155] taken from the Daenerys chapters in A Game of Thrones.

	
Path of the Dragon (December 2000),[156] taken from the Daenerys chapters in A Storm of Swords.

	
Arms of the Kraken (March 2003),[157] based on the Iron Islands chapters from A Feast for Crows.
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 TV series




See: Game of Thrones


With the popularity of the series growing, HBO optioned A Song of Ice and Fire for a television adaptation in 2007.[52] A pilot episode was produced in late 2009, and a series commitment for nine further episodes was made in March 2010.[158] The series, titled Game of Thrones, premiered in April 2011 to great acclaim and ratings (see Game of Thrones: Reception[image: External link]). The network picked up the show for a second season covering A Clash of Kings two days later.[159] Shortly after the conclusion of the first season, the show received 13 Emmy Award nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series, winning Outstanding Main Title Design[image: External link] and Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series for Peter Dinklage's portrayal of Tyrion Lannister.[160] HBO announced a renewal for a third season in April 2012, ten days after the season 2 premiere.[161] Due to the length of the corresponding book, the third season only covered roughly the first half of A Storm of Swords.[162]

Shortly after the season 3 premiere in March 2013, the network announced that Game of Thrones would be returning for a fourth season, which would cover the second half of A Storm of Swords along with the beginnings of A Feast for Crows and A Dance With Dragons.[163] Game of Thrones was nominated for 15 Emmy Awards for season 3.[164] Two days after the fourth season premiered in April 2014, HBO renewed Game of Thrones for a fifth and sixth season.[165] Season 5 premiered on April 12, 2015 and set a Guinness World Records for winning the highest number of Emmy Awards for a series in a single season and year, winning 12 out of 24 nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series.[166][167] These episodes were watched by 8 million viewers, setting a record number for the series.[168] The sixth season premiered on April 24, 2016.[169] These episodes received the most nominations for the 68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] with 23, winning 12, including the award for Outstanding Drama Series.[170]
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See: Works based on A Song of Ice and Fire


A Song of Ice and Fire spawned an industry of spin-off products. Fantasy Flight Games[image: External link] released a collectible card game, a board game, and two collections of artwork inspired by the Ice and Fire series.[171][172] Various roleplaying game products were released by Guardians of Order[image: External link] and Green Ronin[image: External link].[173][174] Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link] adapted A Game of Thrones into a same-titled monthly comic in 2011.[175] Several video games are available or in production, including A Game of Thrones: Genesis (2011) and Game of Thrones (2012) by Cyanide[image: External link];[176][177] both received mediocre ratings from critics.[178] A social network game[image: External link] titled Game of Thrones Ascent (2013) by Disruptor Beam[image: External link] allows players to live the life of a noble during the series' period setting.[179] Random House[image: External link] released an official map book called The Lands of Ice and Fire[image: External link], which includes old and new maps of the Ice and Fire world.[180] The companion book The World of Ice & Fire by Martin and the Westeros.org[image: External link] owners Elio M. García Jr. and Linda Antonsson was published in October 2014.[49] Other licensed products include full-sized weapon reproductions,[181] a range of collectable figures,[182][183] Westeros coinage reproductions,[184] and a large number of gift and collectible items based on the HBO television series.[185] The popularity of the HBO series has made its version of the Iron Throne an icon of the entire media franchise[image: External link].[186][187][188][189]
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	Outline of A Song of Ice and Fire franchise[image: External link]
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A Storm of Swords





A Storm of Swords is the third of seven planned novels in A Song of Ice and Fire, a fantasy[image: External link] series by American author George R. R. Martin. It was first published on August 8, 2000, in the United Kingdom,[1] with a United States edition following in November 2000. Its publication was preceded by a novella called Path of the Dragon, which collects some of the Daenerys Targaryen chapters from the novel into a single book.

At the time of its publication, A Storm of Swords was the longest novel in the series. It was so long that in the UK, Australia and Israel its paperback edition was split in half, Part 1 being published as Steel and Snow in June 2001 (with the one-volume cover) and Part 2 as Blood and Gold in August 2001 (with a specially-commissioned new cover). The same division was used in the Polish and Greek editions. In France, the decision was made to cut the novel into four separate volumes.

A Storm of Swords won the 2001 Locus Award[image: External link],[2] the 2002 Geffen Award[image: External link] for Best Novel and was nominated for the 2001 Nebula Award[image: External link] for Best Novel.[2] It was the first novel in the series to be nominated for the Hugo Award[image: External link], one of the two most prestigious awards in science fiction[image: External link] and fantasy[image: External link] publishing, although it lost to J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s novel Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link].[2][3]

Meisha Merlin Publishing[image: External link], which had previously issued limited, illustrated editions of both A Game of Thrones and A Clash of Kings, was planning to release a similar version for A Storm of Swords in two volumes; however, lengthy delays in the release of A Clash of Kings caused it to lose its publishing rights, which were picked up by Subterranean Press[image: External link]. This edition, illustrated by Charles Vess[image: External link], was released in the summer of 2006.

A Storm of Swords is also the name of the second expansion to the board game[image: External link] A Game of Thrones, released in July 2006. Approximately the first half of the novel was adapted for television as the third season of the HBO show Game of Thrones,[4] while the second half became the basis for the series' fourth season,[5] and some elements for the series' fifth season.
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 Plot summary




A Storm of Swords picks up the story slightly before the end of its predecessor, A Clash of Kings. The Seven Kingdoms of Westeros[image: External link] are still in the grip of the War of the Five Kings,[6] wherein Robb Stark, Balon Greyjoy[image: External link], Joffrey Baratheon, and Stannis Baratheon compete for the Iron Throne. Meanwhile, a large host of wildlings[image: External link] approach the Wall[image: External link] under the leadership of Mance Rayder, the self-proclaimed "King Beyond the Wall", with only the undermanned Night's Watch[image: External link] in opposition. Finally, Daenerys Targaryen approaches Pentos.
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At Riverrun[image: External link], Catelyn Stark offers the captive Jaime Lannister his freedom in exchange for Catelyn's daughters, Sansa and Arya, who Catelyn believes are held by the Lannisters in King's Landing[image: External link]. Jaime is sent south, escorted by Brienne of Tarth. Catelyn makes this deal without the approval of her son Robb, the King in the North, and is taken prisoner upon its discovery. Robb's army returns to Riverrun, having vanquished Tywin Lannister's armies in the Westerlands, and Robb reveals that he has married Jeyne Westerling[image: External link], invalidating his promise to be wed to a daughter of House Frey[image: External link]. Jaime's release infuriates Lord Rickard Karstark, whose two sons Eddard and Torrhen had been killed by Jaime in battle; and in revenge, Karstark kills two young Lannister captives. To secure his authority and atone for these deaths (thus preventing the Lannisters from executing Stark prisoners), Robb executes Lord Rickard, losing the support of House Karstark as a result.

Jaime and Brienne are waylaid by the Brave Companions (now in the service of Roose Bolton) and taken to Harrenhal[image: External link]. Their captain Vargo Hoat orders Jaime's sword hand cut off, hoping the blame will be placed on Bolton, but Jaime is sent to King's Landing after he assures Lord Bolton he will absolve him to his father. Brienne is thrown into a bear[image: External link] pit by Hoat, and Jaime risks his own life to rescue her. He also tells her that he had killed the former King Aerys II Targaryen[image: External link] because he planned to burn the city and its inhabitants with wildfire to spite Robert Baratheon.

Robb's forces dwindle further at the Battle of Duskendale, wherein the eastern half of the Stark's armies, under the command of Roose Bolton, are ambushed by a joint army under Gregor Clegane and Lord Randyll Tarly. More losses are taken as the army retreats. Meanwhile, the Greyjoys[image: External link] now hold the Neck, having taken Moat Cailin, thus barring Robb from returning to his homeland. To recapture Moat Cailin from the Greyjoys, Robb relies on the support of the Freys. When Lord Hoster Tully[image: External link] dies, Catelyn's brother Edmure[image: External link] becomes Lord of Riverrun and Lord Paramount of the Trident. Robb gains renewed hope when he learns that Balon Greyjoy has died in a fall from a bridge, whereafter two of Balon's brothers, as well as his daughter Asha[image: External link], vie to succeed him. The Freys propose a wedding between Edmure and Roslin Frey, one of Lord Walder Frey's daughters, to compensate for the loss of Robb's marriage.

Arya Stark and her friends encounter the "Brotherhood Without Banners", led by Lord Beric Dondarrion[image: External link] and the red priest Thoros of Myr[image: External link]: originally sent by Eddard Stark to put down the Lannister raids, the band now defends the smallfolk[image: External link] of the Riverlands. The group encounters Sandor Clegane, known as the Hound, who abandoned Joffrey during the Battle of the Blackwater, and offers him trial by battle[image: External link], which he wins by killing Beric, but Thoros resurrects Beric thereafter. Arya is kidnapped by the Hound for ransom, and they proceed to Riverrun. On their journey, they discover that Robb and Catelyn will be at Edmure's wedding at the Frey bridge-stronghold The Twins[image: External link], and change their destination accordingly.

Robb Stark's army reaches the Twins, where Walder agrees to forgive Robb if the wedding between Edmure and Roslin takes place. At the wedding celebration, the Boltons and Freys turn on the Stark soldiers, massacring the Stark forces. Robb is murdered by Roose Bolton, while Catelyn has her throat cut by Raymund Frey and her body is thrown into the adjacent river. Many of the northern lords are killed, and the survivors captured. Edmure, after consummating his marriage, is kept as a hostage. These events become known as the Red Wedding.

It is thereafter revealed that Roose Bolton engineered the defeat at Duskendale by sending Robb's soldiers into a trap set by the Lannisters, while holding his own forces in reserve, and arranging that all but his own forces would be slaughtered in rearguard. The combined effect was to kill off the forces of other Northern houses loyal to Robb while leaving the Bolton army unscathed. Tywin Lannister (the King's Hand and grandfather) rewards Roose by naming House Bolton the Great House of the North, in place of House Stark[image: External link]. The crown also legitimizes Roose's bastard son Ramsay Snow[image: External link] as a Bolton and the new Lord of Winterfell.

Arya and the Hound arrive at the outskirts of the castle as the Red Wedding is taking place; to keep her from running inside to her death, the Hound knocks Arya unconscious and takes her downriver. As she sleeps, Arya sees through the eyes of her long-missing direwolf, Nymeria, that her mother Catelyn is dead, the direwolf pulling Catelyn's body from the river. Arya and the Hound encounter Gregor Clegane's men, by whom the Hound is wounded. His wound becomes infected, and Arya abandons him. She finds a ship from the Free City of Braavos, but the captain refuses her passage until she offers him the coin and password "Valar Morghulis", given to her by Jaqen H'ghar. The captain replies "Valar Dohaeris", and they set sail for Braavos.

In the epilogue[image: External link], a re-animated but decayed and mutilated Catelyn, now under the name Lady Stoneheart, is leading the Brotherhood Without Banners, Beric having given his life to resurrect her, and she oversees the lynching of two Freys present at the Red Wedding.
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 The South / King's Landing




After the Battle of the Blackwater, Davos Seaworth is taken to Dragonstone by men loyal to King Stannis. Stannis survived the Blackwater due to Rolland Storm commanding his rearguard and enabling him to escape to the fleet. Davos blames the red priestess Melisandre for Stannis's defeat and the deaths of his four eldest sons, and is imprisoned for treason (Melisandre having foreseen his intention to assassinate her). At Melisandre's behest, Stannis releases Davos and asks him to serve as his Hand. Stannis' previous Hand, his wife's uncle Lord Alester Florent, tried to make terms with the Lannisters behind Stannis' back, and has thus been arrested. With Stannis' cooperation, Melisandre has performed rituals to awaken "stone dragons", which she identifies as the great statues adjacent to the castle.

King's Landing welcomes the Tyrells[image: External link] as liberators, and King Joffrey sets aside his betrothal to Sansa Stark in favor of Margaery Tyrell[image: External link]. Sansa is soon compelled to marry Tyrion Lannister to enable Lannister control of the North and to foil a Tyrell plot to marry her to Willas Tyrell and claim the North themselves. However Tyrion refuses to consummate the marriage against her will.

Word reaches King's Landing of the sudden death of Balon Greyjoy, followed by news of the Red Wedding. Joffrey gloats that he has "won" the war; whereas the governing Small Council is shocked to learn that Tywin secretly masterminded the Red Wedding. Tyrion warns his father that the defeated Northerners will not quietly submit to Bolton rule, but Tywin dismisses his warning. Later, Tyrion realizes that Joffrey sent the assassin who attempted to kill Bran Stark at Winterfell, and thus set the war in motion.

Margaery and Joffrey's wedding is held as planned, but during the ensuing festivities, King Joffrey is poisoned. Tyrion is accused of the murder by his sister Cersei Lannister and placed on trial. Sansa is smuggled out of the castle by the jester Dontos Hollard, and taken to Lord Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish, who has Dontos killed and admits culpability in Joffrey's death and Tyrion's framing, incriminating Margaery's grandmother Olenna Tyrell as well. Littlefinger and Sansa departs King's Landing for the Eyrie[image: External link], Littlefinger scheming to marry Catelyn's sister Lysa Arryn[image: External link] with the blessing of the Small Council to gain the support of House Arryn.

Davos discovers a request by the Night's Watch for aid against Mance Rayder and the Others[image: External link]. Melisandre tries to persuade Stannis to sacrifice Edric Storm[image: External link], a bastard son of Stannis' late brother King Robert Baratheon, to wake the dragons. Stannis is reluctant, though he uses Edric's blood in leeches to curse the three rival Kings. After Balon, Robb and Joffrey die, apparently proving the power of King's blood, Davos has Edric smuggled to safety. Stannis prepares to execute Davos for treason but is prevented when Davos shows Stannis the Night's Watch's plea.

Jaime and Brienne reach King's Landing to find that Joffrey's younger brother Tommen Baratheon will inherit the throne; Tyrion is on trial; and the Tyrell bannermen blame Brienne for Renly Baratheon's death. Jaime's severed right hand becomes infected, but he is healed by former maester Qyburn, who was thrown out of the Citadel for forbidden experiments, earning Qyburn the admiration of Cersei. Jaime refuses to believe that Tyrion killed Joffrey, rejects Cersei's advances, and becomes Lord Commander of the Kingsguard, but refuses his father's offer of Casterly Rock[image: External link], whereupon Tywin disinherits him. Jaime frees Brienne and gives her a sword reforged from Ice, Ned Stark's sword. He tells her to keep her oath to Catelyn, to find Arya and Sansa and return them home. Against Tyrion, Cersei recruits the spymaster Varys and Tyrion's lover, Shae[image: External link]. Tyrion is approached by Prince Oberyn Martell[image: External link] of Dorne, who offers a trial by combat against Cersei's champion, Gregor Clegane, who he knows was responsible for the death of his sister Elia. Oberyn nearly emerges victorious, but is ultimately killed by Gregor, although the poison on Oberyn's spear leaves Gregor dying in agony. Tyrion is again condemned to death but is freed by Jaime and Varys. Jaime reveals that Tyrion's first wife Tysha, who Tywin had gang-raped by his garrison and forced Tyrion to participate, was not a prostitute as Tywin told him, and genuinely loved Tyrion. Outraged, Tyrion swears revenge on Jaime, Cersei, and Tywin, and tells Jaime he murdered Joffrey and that Cersei took other lovers while he was Robb Stark's captive. During Tyrion's escape, he strangles Shae and kills Tywin in his privy before fleeing Westeros.

At the Eyrie, Littlefinger and Lysa are married, and Sansa remains hidden by pretending to be an illegitimate daughter of Littlefinger's, named Alayne Stone. Lysa reveals that Littlefinger had convinced her to poison Jon Arryn[image: External link], her late husband, to prevent her son from being fostered to Stannis Baratheon, and to write to Catelyn that Arryn had been poisoned by the Lannisters, which was the catalyst for the events of A Game of Thrones. Lysa threatens to kill Sansa, thinking she is trying to seduce Littlefinger, but Littlefinger intervenes and, after revealing that he had only ever loved Catelyn, pushes Lysa to her death.
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 On the Wall




The detachment of the Night's Watch under Lord Commander Jeor Mormont[image: External link] awaits word from Qhorin Halfhand[image: External link] and Jon Snow at their forward base. The Watch are attacked by undead[image: External link] wights[image: External link] and the Others, suffering heavy casualties; but Samwell Tarly kills one of the Others with a blade of dragonglass[image: External link]. Some of the Watch mutiny[image: External link] and kill Mormont, but Sam escapes with the help of one of Craster's daughter-wives, Gilly, and they and the girl's newborn child approach the Wall, assisted by a strange figure riding an elk[image: External link], whom Sam calls Coldhands. Among the dead are most of the Watch's senior leadership.

Bran Stark, his servant Hodor[image: External link], Jojen[image: External link] and Meera Reed[image: External link] are guided north by Bran's dreams of a three-eyed crow. At the Wall, Sam guides them to Coldhands and returns to Castle Black, having sworn to keep Bran's survival secret even from Jon.

Jon convinces Mance that he is a deserter from the Night's Watch and learns that the Others are driving the wildlings south towards the Wall. Jon and his captor Ygritte also begin a sexual relationship. Mance seeks the legendary Horn of Winter to shatter the Wall. After climbing the Wall, the wildlings press Jon to murder a homeless man. When Jon refuses, the wildlings turn on him but Jon, with the assistance of Bran's direwolf Summer (Bran and company are hiding in a nearby abandoned tower), kills many of the wildlings and escapes to Castle Black. The approaching wildling army reaches Castle Black and assaults the Wall; but Jon takes command of the defenses and repels several assaults, during which Ygritte is slain. After that, Janos Slynt and Alliser Thorne imprison Jon for treachery and subsequently send him north of the Wall to kill Mance under a pretense of parley. As Jon is talking with Mance in the wildling camp, the army of King Stannis arrives, routing the Wildlings, and Mance is imprisoned. Melisandre believes the wildling invasion to portend the return of the Great Other, the sworn foe of her god R'hllor[image: External link]. Stannis offers to legitimize Jon and make him Lord of Winterfell in exchange for his support, but when his direwolf Ghost unexpectedly returns, Jon decides to decline Stannis' offer. Before he can inform Stannis, Jon is chosen by the Night's Watch as its new Lord Commander.
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 In the East




Heading for Pentos by sea, Daenerys Targaryen learns that large slave armies can be bought in the cities of Slaver's Bay[image: External link], and exchanges one of her infant dragons for the entire host of the warrior-eunuch Unsullied[image: External link]. Upon payment, which includes Drogon (the largest and strongest of her dragons), Daenerys orders the Unsullied to turn on their former masters and sack the city. With the help of her maturing dragons, she frees all the slaves of Astapor[image: External link]. Daenerys' horde[image: External link] then conquers the slaver city of Yunkai[image: External link]; but the lords of neighbouring Meereen[image: External link] antagonize Daenerys by killing child slaves and burning the land to deny her resources. Consequently, Daenerys besieges the city to no avail.

Daenerys discovers two traitors in her camp: Ser Jorah Mormont, who had spied on her for Varys, informant to the late King Robert Baratheon, in exchange for a royal pardon; and Arstan Whitebeard, an alias of Ser Barristan Selmy, the humiliated former Lord Commander of Robert Baratheon's Kingsguard. Daenerys offers both men the chance to make amends by sneaking into Meereen to free the slaves and start an uprising. Meereen soon falls and, in retaliation for the murdered child slaves, Daenerys has the city's rulers put to death. Selmy asks for Daenerys' forgiveness and becomes Lord Commander of her Queensguard while Jorah, who refuses to admit any wrong, is banished. When Daenerys learns that the council she left in Astapor has been overthrown, she decides to rule Meereen to practice for the rule of Westeros.
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 Characters




The tale is told through the eyes of ten main characters, plus a one-off prologue POV and a one-off epilogue POV character, for a total of 12 narrators.


	Prologue: Chett, a brother and hound-keeper of the Night's Watch

	
Jaime Lannister, the Kingslayer

	
Jon Snow, bastard son of Eddard Stark, a sworn brother of the Night's Watch

	
Catelyn Stark, of House Tully[image: External link], widow of Lord Eddard Stark

	
Tyrion Lannister, youngest son of Tywin Lannister, a dwarf, brother of Jaime and Cersei Lannister

	
Sansa Stark, eldest daughter of Eddard and Catelyn Stark

	
Arya Stark, youngest daughter of Eddard and Catelyn Stark

	
Bran Stark, son of Eddard and Catelyn Stark, heir to Winterfell and the North

	
Samwell Tarly, cowardly son of Lord Randyll Tarly, a sworn brother of the Night's Watch

	
Davos Seaworth, a smuggler turned knight in the service of King Stannis Baratheon

	
Daenerys Targaryen, exiled Queen of Westeros, of the Targaryen dynasty[image: External link]


	Epilogue: Merrett Frey[image: External link], a member of the numerous Frey family.
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 Development




On October 6, 2009, Martin noted on his blog that his manuscript for A Storm of Swords had been 1521 pages in length;[7] the initial printed hardcover came in at 992 pages.[8] Martin did not write the Red Wedding chapters until he had completed every other chapter of the book, as he felt it was "the hardest thing I ever wrote" and that he would rather delay writing until absolutely necessary. In contrast, he referred to the chapter of Joffrey's fatal wedding as "easy and fun to write" but that he nevertheless tried to instill empathy for the painful demise of this very unpopular character and "bring home the point that this, too, was a human being who was scared and terrified and then dead".[9][10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Editions




Foreign language editions


	Bulgarian: Бард: "Вихър от Мечове"

	Catalan: Alfaguara: "Tempesta d'espases" "Storm of swords"

	Chinese: 重庆出版社(2007): "冰雨的风暴" ("Storm of Freezing Rain").

	Czech: Talpress: "Bouře mečů" ("Storm of Swords")

	Danish: Gyldendal: "En Storm af Sværd" ("A Storm of Swords")

	Dutch: Luitingh-Sijthoff: "Een storm van zwaarden" ("A Storm of Swords")

	Estonian: Two volumes, hardcover, Varrak (2010, 2011): "Mõõkade maru. Teras ja lumi" (A Storm of Swords: Steel and Snow"), "Mõõkade maru. Veri ja kuld" ("A Storm of Swords: Blood and Gold")

	Finnish: Kirjava: "Miekkamyrsky" ("Swordstorm")

	French: Four volumes (Hardcover: Pygmalion (2001, 2002, 2003); paperback: J'ai Lu (2003, 2004)): "Les brigands" (hardcover) / "Intrigues à Port-Réal" (paperback), "L'épée de feu", "Les noces pourpres", "La loi du régicide" ("The Outlaws/Intrigues in King's Landing", "The Sword of Fire", "The Crimson Wedding", "The Law of the Kingslayer".)

	German: Single volume, Fantasy Productions (2005): "Schwertgewitter" ("Sword Storm"). Two volumes, Blanvalet[image: External link] (2001, 2002): "Sturm der Schwerter", "Die Königin der Drachen" ("Storm of Swords", "The Queen of Dragons").

	Greek: Two volumes, Anubis: "Παγωμένες Λεπίδες", "Ματωμένο Χρυσάφι" ("Frozen Blades","Bloody Gold")

	Hebrew: "סופת החרבות חלק א - פלדה ושלג, סופת החרבות חלק ב - דם וזהב" ("Storm of swords - Steel and snow","Storm of swords - blood and gold")

	Hungarian: Alexandra Könyvkiadó: "Kardok vihara” ("Storm of Swords")

	Italian: Three volumes, Arnoldo Mondadori Editore (2002, 2003, 2004): "Tempesta di spade", "I fiumi della guerra", "Il Portale delle Tenebre" ("A Storm of Swords", "The Rivers of War", "The Gate of Darkness").

	Japanese: Three volumes, hardcover : Hayakawa (2006-7), paperback : Hayakawa (2012): "剣嵐の大地" ("The Land of the Sword Storm") I, II and III

	Korean: Eun Haeng Namu Publishing Co. : "성검의 폭풍” ("Storm of Holy Swords")

	Lithuanian: Alma Littera "Kardų audra" ("A Storm of Swords").

	Norwegian: Two volumes, Vendetta (2013): "Stål og snø: en sang om is og ild, bok 3, del 1", "Blod og Gull: en sang om is og ild, bok 3, del 2" ("Steel and Snow: A Song of Ice and Fire, book 3, part 1, Blood and Gold: A Song of Ice and Fire, book 3, part 2)"

	Polish: Two volumes,Zysk i S-ka: "Nawałnica mieczy:Stal i Śnieg (I)", "Nawałnica mieczy: Krew i Złoto(II)" (A Storm of Swords:Steel and Snow", "A Storm of Swords:Blood and Gold")

	Brazilian Portuguese: Leya: "A Tormenta de Espadas" ("The Storm of Swords")

	European Portuguese: Two Volumes, Saída de Emergência: "A Tormenta de Espadas" ("A Storm of Swords"), "A Glória dos Traidores" ("The Betrayer's Glory")

	Romanian: Nemira: "Iureșul săbiilor"

	Russian: AST: "Буря мечей" ("Storm of Swords").

	Serbian: Two volumes, Лагуна: "Олуја мачева Део први: Челик и снег"(A Storm of Swords First part: "Steel and snow"), "Олуја мачева Део други: Крв и Злато" (A Storm of Swords Second part: "Blood and Gold" )

	Slovenian: Vihra mečev ("A Storm of Swords")

	Spanish: Two volumes, Gilgamesh (2005): "Tormenta de espadas I", "Tormenta de espadas II" ("Storm of Swords I", "Storm of Swords II").

	Swedish: Forum: "Svärdets makt" ("The Sword's Power")

	Turkish: Two volumes, Epsilon Yayınevi: "Buz ve Ateşin Şarkısı III: Kılıçların Fırtınası - Kısım I & Kılıçların Fırtınası - Kısım II" ("A Storm of Swords")

	Ukrainian: KM Publishing (2015): "Буря мечів" ("A Storm of Swords")

	Vietnamese: Three Volumes: "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 3A: Sự trở lại của Ngoại nhân", "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 3B: Nước mắt Sói Tuyết", "Trò Chơi Vương Quyền 3C: Tử Hôn". ("Game of Thrones 3A: Return of the Others", "Game of Thrones 3B: Tears of Direwolf", "Game of Thrones 3C: Purple Wedding")
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 Reception




Publishers Weekly[image: External link] said the third volume was "one of the more rewarding examples of gigantism in contemporary fantasy. [...] The complexity of characters such as Daenerys, Arya and the Kingslayer will keep readers turning even the vast number of pages contained in this volume, for the author, like Tolkien or Jordan, makes us care about their fates. Those two fantasy greats are also evoked by Martin's ability to convey such sensual experiences as the heat of wildfire, the chill of ice, the smell of the sea and the sheer gargantuan indigestibility of the medieval banquet at its most excessive. Perhaps this saga doesn't go as far beyond the previous bounds of high fantasy as some claim, but for most readers it certainly goes far enough to command their attention."[11]

Martin was nominated for the 2001 Hugo Award for Best Novel[image: External link], but lost to J. K. Rowling[image: External link] for Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link].[2][3] Afterwards he made this comment about his fans: "Eat your heart out, Rowling. Maybe you have billions of dollars and my Hugo, but you don't have readers like these."[12]
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 Awards and nominations





	
Hugo Award[image: External link] – Best Novel (Nominated) – (2001)[2]


	
Locus Award[image: External link] – Best Novel (Fantasy) (Won) – (2001)[2]


	
Nebula Award[image: External link] – Best Novel (Nominated) – (2001)[2]


	
Geffen Award[image: External link] – Best Fantasy Book (Won) – (2002)

	Ignotus Award – Best Novel (Foreign) (Won) – (2006)
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The Winds of Winter





The Winds of Winter is the forthcoming sixth novel in the epic fantasy[image: External link] series A Song of Ice and Fire by George R. R. Martin.

The previous installment, A Dance with Dragons, covered less story than Martin intended, excluding at least one planned large battle sequence and leaving several character threads ending in cliffhangers[image: External link].[1] Martin intends to resolve these storylines "very early" in The Winds of Winter, saying "I'm going to open with the two big battles that I was building up to, the battle in the ice and the battle at Meereen[image: External link]—the battle of Slaver's Bay. And then take it from there."[2]

A Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link] chapter will begin five minutes after the end of A Dance with Dragons, taking place on the eve of the Iron Islanders[image: External link]' arrival in Slaver's Bay.[3] Arianne Martell[image: External link] sample chapters that Martin released on his website showed her heading for Griffin's Roost to see the young man who is calling himself Aegon[image: External link].[4][5]

Martin said in March 2012 that the final two novels will take readers farther north than any of the previous books, and that the Others[image: External link] will appear in the book.[2]
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 Viewpoint characters




George R. R. Martin has confirmed that the following characters have point-of-view[image: External link] chapters in The Winds of Winter:


	
Sansa Stark: One chapter was removed from A Dance with Dragons in June 2010,[6] and one sample chapter titled Alayne appeared on Martin's website in April 2015.[7]


	
Arya Stark: One chapter was removed from A Dance with Dragons in June 2010,[6] and one sample chapter titled Mercy appeared on Martin's website in March 2014.[8][9]


	
Arianne Martell[image: External link]: Two chapters were removed from A Dance with Dragons in June 2010,[6] and one sample chapter appeared on Martin's website in January 2013.[4] The latter chapter was read at Harbour Front Literaturfestival in June 2015.[10] Martin read from both chapters at MystiCon[image: External link] in February 2016.[11] In May 2016, Martin replaced the 2015 sample chapter titled Alayne with the first Arianne Martell chapter he has read from at MystiCon.[12]


	
Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link]: One chapter was removed from A Dance with Dragons in July 2010.[13] A chapter titled The Forsaken was read in May 2016 at Balticon[image: External link]. It was written in, or before, 2011 but there was no confirmation that this was the chapter removed from A Dance with Dragons.[14]


	
Theon Greyjoy[image: External link]: One sample chapter appeared on Martin's website in December 2011.[15][16] It also appears in the UK paperback edition of A Dance with Dragons (part two).

	
Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link]: Portions of one chapter were first read at TIFF Bell Lightbox[image: External link] in March 2012.[3]


	
Tyrion Lannister: One chapter was read at Eastercon[image: External link] in April 2012,[17] and another one at Worldcon[image: External link] in August 2013,[18] the second of which was later published in the official iOS app on March 20, 2014.[19]


	
Barristan Selmy: One chapter was released in the 2013 U.S. paperback edition of A Dance with Dragons.[20] In 2013 Martin read from 2 chapters at Boskone[image: External link].[21][ better source needed[image: External link]]


	
Cersei Lannister: Reportedly confirmed at Balticon 2016.[22][ better source needed[image: External link]]




George R. R. Martin confirmed that there are no new viewpoints intended for The Winds of Winter.[23] Martin confirmed that Areo Hotah[24] and Melisandre[25] will return as viewpoints but did not state which novel their chapters will appear in, and that Bran Stark[26] will appear in the novel, but did not elaborate if as a viewpoint. In addition, he teased at the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link] that Jeyne Westerling, Robb Stark's widow, will appear in the prologue chapter, but did not reveal who will be the POV character.[27]
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 Background and publication
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 Chapters




The Winds of Winter[6] was originally intended, in the very early stages of the series, to be the final installment of A Song of Ice and Fire (then conceived as a trilogy).[28] Following his expansion of the series, Martin eventually concluded it would be succeeded by one final novel, A Dream of Spring.[29] By June 2010, Martin had finished four chapters for The Winds of Winter from the viewpoints of Sansa Stark, Arya Stark, and Arianne Martell[image: External link].[6] In July 2010, he added an Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link] chapter that had been moved from A Dance with Dragons to The Winds of Winter, accumulating around 100 completed manuscript pages.[13] Following the publication of A Dance with Dragons in the summer of 2011, Martin announced his return to writing the series in January 2012,[1] having spent the intervening time on his U.S. and overseas book publicity tours and attending various conventions. He continued to work, with his two co-authors Elio Garcia and Linda Antonsson, on the planned illustrated series companion guide The World of Ice & Fire concordance[image: External link] and Westeros[image: External link] history, which at one time he wanted to have completed by the end of 2011. He also worked on a Westeros story, the fourth Tales of Dunk and Egg[image: External link] novella[image: External link], that will eventually find anthology publication elsewhere. A year after that eventual publication, the story and the three previously published Dunk and Egg tales will be collected and published in the U.S. by Bantam Spectra as a stand-alone fix-up[image: External link] novel.[30]

In December 2011, Martin posted a Theon Greyjoy[image: External link] viewpoint chapter from The Winds of Winter; he also announced that another sample chapter would be included at the end of the North American paperback version of A Dance with Dragons,[2][31] which was originally expected to be released in summer 2012,[2] but was released on October 29, 2013.[32] (International paperback editions of A Dance with Dragons published a year earlier did not include a new, as yet unpublished sample chapter.)[33] In the first quarter of 2012, Martin read new chapters of other characters at public events, including the chapters of Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link] and Tyrion Lannister.[17] Martin continued work editing anthologies and completing a large, highly detailed series atlas[image: External link] The Lands of Ice and Fire[image: External link], which was published in October 2012.[34][35] Martin published another sample chapter from Arianne Martell's POV on his website in January 2013.[4] On March 27, ten days before the Game of Thrones season four premiere, Martin posted a chapter on his website, titled Mercy. Martin said the new chapter is actually an old one, though never published nor publicly read.[8] In April 2015, Martin posted a Sansa Stark viewpoint chapter from The Winds of Winter titled Alayne.[7] In May 2016, Martin replaced this chapter with an Arianne Martell chapter he had read from at Mysticon,[12] and an Aeron Greyjoy chapter that was removed from A Dance with Dragons was read at Balticon.

As of June 2016, a total of 11 chapters from The Winds of Winter have been either read publicly or published as a sample chapter. The point of view characters with released material are Victarion, Aeron, Tyrion, Barristan, Arianne, Theon, Mercy (Arya), and Alayne (Sansa).[36] Several websites, including Goodreads[image: External link], have dedicated entire discussion panels to any material that has been released from The Winds of Winter, including plot twists, theories, and speculations.

At Guadalajara International Book Fair 2016, George R.R. Martin gave some clues about the dark nature of The Winds of Winter: ... "I’ve been telling you for 20 years that winter was coming. Winter is the time when things die, and cold and ice and darkness fill the world, so this is not going to be the happy feel-good that people may be hoping for. Some of the characters [are] in very dark places. .... Things get worse before they get better, so things are getting worse for a lot of people.”[37]
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Martin believes the last two volumes of the series will be big books of 1,500+ manuscript pages each.[38] He does not intend to separate characters by geography again, as he was forced to do because of the unpublishable length of A Feast for Crows' original manuscript. But, as Martin stated in a 2011 interview, "Three years from now when I'm sitting on 1,800 pages of manuscript with no end in sight, who the hell knows".[39] In April 2011, shortly before the publication of A Dance with Dragons which took him six years to write, Martin hoped that "the last two books will go a little quicker than this one has" and estimated that it would take "three years to finish the next one at a good pace".[40][41] By October 2012, 400 pages of the sixth novel had been written, although Martin considered only the first 200 as "really finished", the rest still needing revisions.[42] In April 2013, Martin estimated that he had a quarter of the book.[43] In the past, Martin has angered some of his fan base for repeatedly estimating his publication dates too optimistically; therefore, he has refrained from making hard estimates for The Winds of Winter's final release date.[1] Ultimately the book "will be done when it's done".[28] In 2012, Martin had acknowledged his concerns about the final novel, A Dream of Spring, not being completed by the time Game of Thrones catches up in its story line to the novels.[44]

In January 2014, Martin's UK publisher, Jane Johnson[image: External link], declared on Twitter that the book would "certainly" not be published before 2015.[45] In September 2014 Johnson stated that the book was "not a 2015 release",[46] a statement she repeated in January 2015.[47][48] In April 2015 Martin commented on his blog that The Winds of Winter will not be eligible for the 2016 Hugo Award[image: External link] which is awarded for science fiction or fantasy works of the previous year[49] but he also said he would like to have it published before the sixth season of the HBO series Game of Thrones (which would cover material from the book) aired in 2016.[50][51] In Autumn 2015, statements made by the Spanish editor and the Polish translator of the novel indicated that it was expected to be published in 2016.[52][53][54][55]

In early January 2016, Martin confirmed on his Live Journal that he had not met an end-of-year deadline that he had established with his publisher for release of the book before the sixth season of the HBO show. He added that there was "a lot still left to write" and that completion of the book was "months away still... if the writing goes well". Martin also revealed there had been a previous deadline of October 2015 that he had considered achievable in May 2015, and that in September 2015 he had still considered the end-of-year deadline achievable. He further confirmed that some of the plot of the book might be revealed in the upcoming season of Game of Thrones[56] but one of the showrunners, David Benioff, claimed that while certain key elements would be the same, the show would diverge from the book in many respects.[57] In February 2016, Martin stated that he had dropped all his editing projects except for Wild Cards[image: External link], and that he would not be writing any teleplays, screenplays, short stories, introductions or forewords before delivering The Winds of Winter.[58]

In September 2014, Walt Hickey of FiveThirtyEight[image: External link][59] and Christopher Ingraham of the Washington Post[image: External link][60] estimated the release date sometime between 2015 and 2018, based on extrapolation of Martin's writing pace.

On January 10, 2017, Martin announced on his blog in a response to a comment that he believed that The Winds of Winter will be released "this year", referring to 2017. However, he also noted that he believed the same thing would occur the previous year.[61][62][36] In February 2017, he implied that he would announce completion and delivery of the book months before announcing its publication.[63]
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David Benioff





David Benioff (born David Friedman; September 25, 1970) is an American novelist[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link], television producer[image: External link] and director[image: External link]. He is the co-creator and showrunner[image: External link] of the widely acclaimed award-winning HBO series Game of Thrones.
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Benioff was born David Friedman in New York City[image: External link], to a Jewish[image: External link] family.[1] He is the son of Barbara (Benioff) and Stephen Friedman[image: External link], who is a former head of Goldman Sachs[image: External link].[2] He is a distant cousin of Marc Benioff[image: External link].[3] As an adult, he uses the last name to Benioff, his mother's maiden name[image: External link], to avoid confusion with other writers named David Friedman.[4] He is the youngest of three children.[citation needed[image: External link]] He grew up in Manhattan, first in Peter Cooper Village[image: External link], then on 86th Street[image: External link] where he spent most of his childhood, before eventually moving near the U.N. headquarters[image: External link] when he was sixteen.[5]

He is an alumnus of The Collegiate School[image: External link] and of Dartmouth College[image: External link]. While at Dartmouth College, he was a member of Phi Delta Alpha Fraternity[image: External link] and the Sphinx Senior Society[image: External link]. After graduating in 1992, he worked for a time as a club bouncer[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link], became a high school English[image: External link] teacher at Poly Prep[image: External link] in Brooklyn, New York City[image: External link] for two years, and served as the school's wrestling coach.[5][6] Benioff became interested in pursuing an academic career, and went to Trinity College Dublin[image: External link] in 1995 for a one-year program to study Irish literature, and while in Dublin he met D.B. Weiss[image: External link], who would later become his collaborator.[1] He wrote a thesis on Samuel Beckett[image: External link] while at Trinity College, but decided against a career in academia after writing the thesis.[5] He worked as a radio DJ in Moose, Wyoming[image: External link] for a while.[7] He then attended the University of California Irvine[image: External link], where he received a Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree in creative writing in 1999.[8]
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Benioff spent two years writing his first published novel The 25th Hour[image: External link],[9][10] originally titled Fireman Down, and completed the book as his thesis for his master's degree at Irvine.[11][12] He was asked to adapt the book into a screenplay after Tobey Maguire[image: External link] read a preliminary trade copy and became interested in making a film of the book.[8] It was filmed as 25th Hour[image: External link], starring Edward Norton[image: External link] and directed by Spike Lee[image: External link].[7][12] He then wrote a collection of short stories titled When the Nines Roll Over (And Other Stories) in 2004.[13]

Benioff drafted a screenplay of the mythological[image: External link] epic Troy[image: External link] (2004) for which Warner Bros pictures paid him $2.5 million.[14] He also wrote the script for the psychological thriller Stay[image: External link] (2005), which was directed by Marc Forster[image: External link] and starred Ewan McGregor[image: External link] and Naomi Watts[image: External link]. His screenplay for The Kite Runner[image: External link] (2007), adapted from the novel of the same name, marked his second collaboration with director Marc Forster. He was hired in 2004 to write the screenplay for the X-Men spin-off X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009), and worked on the script for three years.

In 2006, Benioff became interested in adapting the A Song of Ice and Fire novel series by George R.R. Martin[image: External link] and began working with D.B. Weiss[image: External link] on a proposed television series Game of Thrones.[15] The pilot was put into development by HBO in 2007 and the series greenlit in 2010. They act as the executive producer, showrunner[image: External link] and writer of the show, which began airing on HBO in 2011. Benioff and Weiss had previously worked together on a script for a horror film titled The Headmaster, but it was never made.[5]

In 2008, his second novel, City of Thieves[image: External link] was published. He has been[ when?[image: External link]] working on an adapted screenplay of the Charles R. Cross[image: External link] biography of Kurt Cobain[image: External link] but as of 2010 the screenplay has not been used.[16]

On April 10, 2014, Benioff announced he and D.B. Weiss[image: External link] had taken on their first feature film project to write, produce and direct Dirty White Boys[image: External link], a novel by Pulitzer prize-winning author Stephen Hunter[image: External link].[17][18]
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 Personal life




On September 30, 2006, Benioff married actress Amanda Peet[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[19] Together they have three children: Frances "Frankie"[20] Pen Friedman,[21] born February 20, 2007;[22] Molly June Friedman,[21] born in 2010; and Henry Peet[23] Friedman,[21] born December 6, 2014.[24] To avoid any confusion, Benioff's three children use the last name of Friedman,[23] which is his given last name—he uses his mother's maiden name as his professional name.[25] The family lives in Manhattan[image: External link] and Beverly Hills[image: External link].
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The 25th Hour[image: External link]


	Paperback: 224 pages

	Publisher: Plume[image: External link]; Reissue edition (January 29, 2002)

	Language: English

	ISBN 0-452-28295-0[image: External link]



When the Nines Roll Over (and Other Stories)


	Hardcover: 223 pages

	Publisher: Viking Books[image: External link] (August 19, 2004)

	Language: English

	ISBN 0-670-03339-1[image: External link]



City of Thieves[image: External link]


	Hardcover: 281 pages

	Publisher: Viking Books[image: External link] (May 15, 2008)

	Language: English

	ISBN 0-670-01870-8[image: External link]
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 Screenplays





	
25th Hour[image: External link] (2002)

	
Troy[image: External link] (2004)

	
Stay[image: External link] (2005)

	
The Kite Runner[image: External link] (2007)

	
X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009)

	
Brothers[image: External link] (2009)

	
Game of Thrones (2011–present, 42 episodes)

	
It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia[image: External link] (2013, 1 episode)
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Heavier Than Heaven[image: External link] (TBA)
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Game of Thrones (season 3), episode 3 "Walk of Punishment" – Benioff and Weiss both directed a couple of episodes together, but used a coin-flip to decide who would get the credit on the show. Benioff was given the credit for this episode while Weiss was credited with "Two Swords" of season 4.[5]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2011
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series[26]

(shared with eight other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2011
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation — Long Form[26]

(shared with eight other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2012
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[26]

(shared with nine other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama[26]

(shared with Carolyn Strauss[image: External link], Frank Doelger, D. B. Weiss, and Mark Huffam[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	WGA Award[image: External link]
	Best New Series[26]

(shared with Bryan Cogman, Jane Espenson[image: External link], George R. R. Martin, and D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	SFX Award[image: External link]
	Best New Show[26][27]

(shared with cast and crew)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2012
	SFX Award
	Best TV Show[26]

(shared with cast and crew)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	Monte-Carlo TV Festival Award[image: External link]
	Drama TV series: Outstanding International Producer[26][28][29]

(shared with D. B. Weiss, Frank Doelger, and Carolyn Strauss[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2013
	PGA Award
	Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama[26]

(shared with Frank Doelger, Carolyn Strauss[image: External link], Bernadette Caulfield[image: External link], and D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	WGA Award
	Best Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss, George R. R. Martin, Bryan Cogman, and Vanessa Taylor[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[26]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2014
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[26]

(shared with ten other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2014
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2015
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2015
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series[26]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2016
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[26]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2016
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	
Outstanding Drama Series [30]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)


	Game of Thrones
	Won
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D. B. Weiss





Daniel Brett Weiss (born April 23, 1971)[1] is an American author, screenwriter, producer, and director. Along with his collaborator David Benioff, he is best known as screenwriter, executive producer[image: External link], and sometimes director of Game of Thrones, the HBO adaptation of George R. R. Martin's series of books A Song of Ice and Fire.

His 2003 debut novel[image: External link], Lucky Wander Boy[image: External link], is themed around video games.
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 Early life




Weiss was born and raised in Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link]. His family is Jewish[image: External link].[2] He is a graduate of Wesleyan University[image: External link]. He earned a Master of Philosophy[image: External link] in Irish literature from Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link] with a thesis on James Joyce[image: External link]'s Finnegans Wake[image: External link],[3] and a Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] in creative writing from the Iowa Writers' Workshop[image: External link].[4]
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 Career




Weiss worked as personal assistant on films such as The Viking Sagas[image: External link] for New Line Cinema[image: External link]. For a brief period, Weiss also worked as a personal assistant for Glenn Frey[image: External link].[3] Weiss then went to Dublin in 1995 to study Anglo-Irish literature and met David Benioff, and three years later they met again in Santa Monica, California[image: External link] around 1998.[3]

Weiss and Benioff wrote a screenplay for a film titled The Headmaster together, but it was never made.[3] In 2003, Weiss and Benioff were hired to collaborate on a new script of Orson Scott Card[image: External link]'s book Ender's Game[image: External link] in consultation with the then-designated director Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link].[5][6] It was not used.[7]

In 2006, Weiss said he has a second novel finished that "needs a second draft".[8] That same year, Weiss completed a screenplay for a film adaptation of the video game series Halo[image: External link], based on a script written by Alex Garland[image: External link].[9][10] However, director Neill Blomkamp[image: External link] declared the project dead in late 2007.[11]

Weiss also worked on a script for a prequel to I Am Legend[image: External link].[12] However, in May 2011, director Francis Lawrence[image: External link] stated that he did not think the prequel was ever going to happen.[13]

Weiss currently works with David Benioff, the writer of Troy[image: External link], on the television series Game of Thrones, based on George R. R. Martin's book series A Song of Ice and Fire.[14]
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Weiss and his wife Andrea have two children, Leo and Hugo.[15]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2011
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series[16]

(shared with eight other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2011
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[16]

(shared with David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	Hugo Award[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation — Long Form[16]

(shared with eight other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2012
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[16]

(shared with nine other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama[16]

(shared with Carolyn Strauss[image: External link], Frank Doelger, David Benioff, and Mark Huffam[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	WGA Award[image: External link]
	Best New Series[16]

(shared with Bryan Cogman, Jane Espenson[image: External link], George R. R. Martin, and David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	SFX Award[image: External link]
	Best New Show[16][17]

(shared with cast and crew)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2012
	SFX Award
	Best TV Show[16]

(shared with cast and crew)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2012
	Monte-Carlo TV Festival Award[image: External link]
	Drama TV series: Outstanding International Producer[16][18][19]

(shared with David Benioff, Frank Doelger, and Carolyn Strauss[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2013
	PGA Award
	Outstanding Producer of Episodic Television, Drama[16]

(shared with Frank Doelger, Carolyn Strauss[image: External link], Bernadette Caulfield[image: External link], and David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	WGA Award
	Best Drama Series[16]

(shared with David Benioff, George R. R. Martin, Bryan Cogman, and Vanessa Taylor[image: External link])
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[16]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2013
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[16]

(shared with David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2014
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Drama Series[16]

(shared with ten other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2014
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[16]

(shared with D. B. Weiss)
	Game of Thrones
	Nominated



	2015
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[16]

(shared with David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2015
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama Series[16]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2016
	Primetime Emmy Award
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[16]

(shared with David Benioff)
	Game of Thrones
	Won



	2016
	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	
Outstanding Drama Series [20]

(shared with eleven other producers and executive producers)


	Game of Thrones
	Won
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Lucky Wander Boy[image: External link] (2003)
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 Filmography





	
Game of Thrones (2011–) Creator

	
It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia[image: External link], "Flowers for Charlie[image: External link]" (2013) Writer

	
The Specials[image: External link] (2014) Executive Producer[21]
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Game of Thrones season 4, episode 1 "Two Swords" – Benioff and Weiss both directed a couple of episodes together, but used a coin-flip to decide who would get the credit on the show. Weiss received the credit for this episode while Benioff was credited for "Walk of Punishment" in season 3.[3]
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Ensemble Cast





An ensemble cast or main cast is made up of cast members[image: External link] in which the principal actors[image: External link] and performers[image: External link] are assigned roughly equal amounts of importance and screen time in a dramatic production.[1][2]
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 Structure




The structure of an ensemble cast contrasts with the popular Hollywood centralization of a sole protagonist, as the ensemble leans more towards a sense of "collectivity and community".[3]

Ensemble casts in film were introduced as early as September 1916, with D. W. Griffith[image: External link]'s silent epic film[image: External link] Intolerance[image: External link], featuring four separate though parallel plots.[4] The film follows the lives of several characters over hundreds of years, across different cultures and time periods.[5] The unification of different plot lines and character arcs is a key characteristic of ensemble casting in film; whether it's a location, event, or an overarching theme that ties the film and characters together.[4]

Films that feature ensembles tend to emphasize the interconnectivity of the characters, even when the characters are strangers to one another.[6] The interconnectivity is often shown to the audience through examples of the "six degrees of separation[image: External link]" theory, and allows them to navigate through plot lines using cognitive mapping[image: External link].[6] Examples of this method, where the six degrees of separation is evident in films with an ensemble cast, are in productions such as Babel[image: External link], Love, Actually[image: External link] and Crash[image: External link], which all have strong underlying themes interwoven within the plots that unify each film.[4]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Other forms of narrative for films with ensemble casts having more or less equal amounts of screen time is demonstrated in recent productions such as The Avengers[image: External link], where the cast and their characters have already been established in individual films prior to its release.[7] In The Avengers, there is no need for a protagonist in the feature as each character shares equal importance in the narrative, successfully balancing the ensemble cast.[8] Referential acting is a key factor in executing this balance, as ensemble cast members "play off each other rather than off reality".[3]

Other films with ensemble casts include:



	American Pie[image: External link]

	A Million Ways to Die in the West[image: External link]

	Black Hawk Down[image: External link]

	Boogie Nights[image: External link]

	Cloud Atlas[image: External link]

	
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link][9]


	Glengarry Glen Ross[image: External link]

	Gosford Park[image: External link]

	Hidden Figures[image: External link]

	
The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link][10]


	Harry Potter[image: External link]

	The Hunger Games[image: External link]

	Inside Out[image: External link]

	Into the Woods[image: External link]

	
It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World[image: External link][11]


	Justice League[image: External link]

	
Kong: Skull Island[image: External link][12]


	La La Land[image: External link]

	Love Actually[image: External link]

	Magnolia[image: External link]

	Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link]

	
Mars Attacks![image: External link][13]


	
Movie 43[image: External link][13][14]


	Mr. Peabody & Sherman[image: External link]

	North[image: External link]

	New York, I Love You[image: External link]

	
Ocean's Eleven[image: External link][15]


	Oh! What a Lovely War[image: External link]

	Paris, I Love You[image: External link]

	Percy Jackson and the Olympians[image: External link]

	
Pulp Fiction[image: External link][15][16]


	Requiem for a Dream[image: External link]

	
Reservoir Dogs[image: External link][17][18]


	
Sausage Party[image: External link][19]


	Short Cuts[image: External link]

	Short Circuit 2[image: External link]

	Snatch[image: External link]

	Star Trek[image: External link]

	
Star Wars[image: External link][15]


	Suicide Squad[image: External link]

	Specific films by Garry Marshall[image: External link]

	Valentine's Day[image: External link]

	New Year's Eve[image: External link]

	Mother's Day[image: External link]





	The Breakfast Club[image: External link]

	The Hobbit[image: External link]

	The Ice Storm[image: External link]

	The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]

	The Thin Red Line[image: External link]

	Think Like a Man[image: External link]

	Traffic[image: External link]

	Why Did I Get Married?[image: External link]

	X-Men[image: External link]
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Ensemble casting also became more popular in television series[image: External link] because it allows flexibility for writers to focus on different characters in different episodes. In addition, the departure of players is less disruptive to the premise than it would be if the star of a production with a regularly structured cast were to leave the series. The television series Friends[image: External link] is an archetypal example of an ensemble cast occurring in an American sitcom. Ensemble casts of 20 or more actors are common in soap operas[image: External link], a genre that relies heavily on the character development of the ensemble.[20] The genre also requires continuous expansion of the cast as the series progresses, with soap operas such as Days of Our Lives[image: External link] and The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link] staying on air for decades.[21]

In recent years, there have been numerous successes for television in ensemble casting; the most notable being the epic fantasy HBO series Game of Thrones. The Emmy Award winning series features one of the largest ensemble casts on the small screen.[22] The series is notorious for major character deaths, resulting in constant changes within the ensemble.[23] Other programmes include the Netflix[image: External link] original series Orange Is the New Black[image: External link], known for its diverse cast, and flashbacks to almost all of the characters.
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Peter Dinklage





Peter Hayden Dinklage[1] (/'dINGklIdZ /[image: External link] DINK -lij[image: External link],[2] born June 11, 1969)[3] is an American actor and film producer. He first gained notice for his breakout role[image: External link] in the comedy-drama film[image: External link] The Station Agent[image: External link] (2003). He has appeared in such films as the comedy Elf[image: External link] (2003), the crime film Find Me Guilty[image: External link] (2006), the superhero comedy Underdog[image: External link] (2007), the high fantasy The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian[image: External link] (2008) and the superhero film X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link] (2014). He has also appeared in numerous theatrical plays.

Since 2011, Dinklage has portrayed Tyrion Lannister in the HBO series Game of Thrones. For this he won the Emmy for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series in 2011, and a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film in 2012, as well as consecutive Emmy nominations from 2011 to 2016, going on to win a second Emmy for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series in 2015. In 2017, Dinklage became one of the highest paid actors on television[image: External link] and earned US$1.1 million per episode of Game of Thrones.[4]
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 Early life




Dinklage was born in Morristown, New Jersey[image: External link],[5] the son of John Carl Dinklage (1931–2004), a retired insurance[image: External link] salesman[image: External link], and Diane Dinklage (b. 1943), an elementary school music teacher[image: External link].[6] He was born with achondroplasia[image: External link], a common form of dwarfism[image: External link].[7]

Dinklage got his first taste of theatrical success in a fifth grade production of The Velveteen Rabbit[image: External link]. Playing the lead, he was delighted by the audience's response to the show. "When you get your first solo bow, that feels pretty good", he explained to People[image: External link].[8] In 1987 Dinklage graduated from Delbarton School[image: External link], a Catholic[image: External link] prep school for boys, where he continued to develop his acting as part of the school's drama club. He then attended Bennington College[image: External link], where he appeared in numerous productions before graduating in 1991.[9] After that he moved to New York City[image: External link] with his friend Ian Bell, with a vision to build a theater company. Failing to pay the rent, they both moved out.[10] The play True West[image: External link], written by American playwright Sam Shepard[image: External link], inspired Dinklage to pursue a career in acting.[10]
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 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early career (1995–2002)




Dinklage made his film debut in Living in Oblivion[image: External link] (1995) as a frustrated actor with dwarfism who complains about his clichéd[image: External link] roles, where he played alongside Steve Buscemi[image: External link]. After a recommendation from Buscemi to the director Alexandre Rockwell[image: External link], Dinklage was then cast in the comedy 13 Moons[image: External link] (2002).[10]
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 Breakthrough (2003–2010)




His breakout role[image: External link] was in the 2003 film The Station Agent[image: External link],[11] for which he received Independent Spirit[image: External link] and Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] Award nominations for Best Actor. That same year, he appeared in the direct-to-DVD[image: External link] film Tiptoes[image: External link]. Dinklage also starred in several Off-Broadway[image: External link] productions.[12] Dinklage appeared in the 2003 film Elf[image: External link] as Miles Finch, an irritable children's author[image: External link] who beats up Buddy Hobbs (Will Ferrell[image: External link]) after he mistakes Finch for an elf. In 2005, he starred in the short-lived CBS[image: External link] science fiction[image: External link] series Threshold[image: External link] and appeared as a wedding planner[image: External link] in the comedy film The Baxter[image: External link]. He also made an appearance in the adventure comedy-drama film Lassie[image: External link] as a traveling circus performer. In 2006, Dinklage appeared in the courtroom drama Find Me Guilty[image: External link] and as Marlowe Sawyer[image: External link] in episodes of Nip/Tuck[image: External link]. He played himself in one episode of the HBO[image: External link] television series Entourage[image: External link] and appeared in the NBC[image: External link] series 30 Rock[image: External link].

Dinklage appeared in the 2007 British comedy film Death at a Funeral[image: External link], reprising the role in the 2010 American remake[image: External link]. Later in 2007, he played the villainous Simon Bar Sinister[image: External link] in Underdog[image: External link]. Dinklage played Trumpkin[image: External link] in the 2008 film The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian[image: External link],[13] although film critic[image: External link] Bill Gibron described his role as a "cutesy stereotype he has tried to avoid".[14] In the summer of 2008, he played the title role in Uncle Vanya[image: External link] (directed by his wife, Erica Schmidt) in Bard College[image: External link]'s annual Bard SummerScape[image: External link], the Upstate New York[image: External link] summer stage on the Annandale-on-Hudson[image: External link] campus.[15] In 2010 he appeared in the Australian movie I Love You Too[image: External link] alongside Brendan Cowell[image: External link] and Peter Helliar[image: External link].
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 Mainstream and critical success (2011–present)




Dinklage plays Tyrion Lannister in HBO's Game of Thrones, an adaptation of author George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series.[16] His performance has received widespread praise,[17][18] highlighted by his receiving the Emmy Award[image: External link][19] for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series in 2011 and 2015, as well as the 2012 Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link].[20] As a result of his performance and increased screen time, Dinklage was given top billing[image: External link] starting in the series' second season.[21] In 2014, he said on The Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] that he had once tried to read the books the show is based upon, but got confused. He joked, "George Martin, our author, is probably going to kill my character soon because I mentioned that."[22]

In 2012, Dinklage voiced Captain Gutt in Ice Age: Continental Drift[image: External link]. In 2014, he starred in the comedy horror[image: External link] film Knights of Badassdom[image: External link] and portrayed Bolivar Trask[image: External link] in the superhero film X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link].[23][24] He also voiced Ghost in the 2014 video game[image: External link] Destiny[image: External link],[25] but was replaced by Nolan North[image: External link] in August 2015[26] Dinklage and writer-director Sacha Gervasi[image: External link] spent several years writing and producing a film based on the final days of actor Hervé Villechaize[image: External link], who committed suicide shortly after his 1993 interview with Gervasi.[27] Dinklage will star and play the title role in My Dinner with Hervé.[28][29] He will also star in O Lucky Day, which is to be directed by Adam Shankman[image: External link] and is said to be a "leprechaun comedy".[30] In 2015, Dinklage starred in the movie Pixels[image: External link] as a former arcade champion named Eddie Plant.[31] In 2016, Dinklage provided the voice of The Mighty Eagle in The Angry Birds Movie[image: External link].[32] In 2017, Dinklage was cast in the 2018 Marvel Studios[image: External link] film Avengers: Infinity War[image: External link], a role he will later reprise in Untitled Avengers film[image: External link] (2019).[33][34]
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 Personal life




In 2005, Dinklage married Erica Schmidt, a theater director. They have a daughter who was born in 2011.[35] Their daughter's name has not been revealed publicly, though Dinklage has denied media reports that the girl's name was "Zelig".[36] The family lives in New Paltz, New York[image: External link].[37] Dinklage and Schmidt are expecting a second child.[38]

Dinklage has a form of dwarfism, achondroplasia[image: External link], which affects bone growth. As a result, he is 4 ft 5 in (1.35 m) tall, with a typical-sized head and torso but short limbs. While Dinklage has come to accept his condition, he found it challenging sometimes while growing up. In 2003, he said: "When I was younger, I definitely let it get to me. As an adolescent, I was bitter and angry, and I definitely put up these walls. But the older you get, you realize you just have to have a sense of humor. You just know that it's not your problem. It's theirs."[12] When asked in 2012 whether he saw himself as "a spokesman for the rights of little people", Dinklage responded: "I don't know what I would say. Everyone's different. Every person my size has a different life, a different history. Different ways of dealing with it. Just because I'm seemingly okay with it, I can't preach how to be okay with it. I don't think I still am okay with it. There are days when I'm not."[27] He has been seen as a role model for other people that share his condition, mostly for turning down degrading roles that dwarf actors are often cast for.[39]

In an interview, Dinklage talked about his dwarfism, saying, "Any swagger is just defense, when you're reminded so much of who you are by people – not a fame thing, but with my size, constantly, growing up – you just either curl up in a corner in the dark or you wear it proudly, like armor or something. You can turn it on its head and use it yourself before anybody else gets a chance."[40] At the 2012 Golden Globe[image: External link] ceremony, when Dinklage won the award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link], he told the audience that he'd been thinking about "a gentleman, his name is Martin Henderson", and suggested that they Google his name.[40] Henderson is a person with dwarfism from England[image: External link], who was badly injured by other men for having dwarfism. Dinklage's wife suggested that he should say something: "I feel like Peter is in a position to possibly effect change for the way people look at people his size".[40] Dinklage later turned down offers to discuss the topic with various talk shows, saying, "Maybe 20 years ago I would have done all of these shows and ranted and raved, but I'm a little bit more at peace with things now and I did what I wanted to do and said what I wanted to say. I have a friend who says the world doesn't need another angry dwarf."[40] When talking about his sense of responsibility to other people who share his condition: "The idea is to get to that level where you don't have to preach about it anymore."[40]

Dinklage has described himself as a lapsed Catholic[image: External link] and has suggested in 2008 that doubt is more needed than belief.[41] Dinklage has been a vegetarian[image: External link] since the age of 16.[42] An advocate for animal rights[image: External link],[43] he supports Farm Sanctuary[image: External link] and has served as the spokesperson for the organization's Walk for Farm Animals.[42] He also narrated the video Face your Food, a film on behalf of PETA[image: External link] advocating a vegan[image: External link] diet on ethical grounds.[42]
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 Works and accolades




See: Peter Dinklage on screen and stage[image: External link] and awards and nominations[image: External link]


According to the review aggregator site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], Dinklage's most critically acclaimed films are Living in Oblivion[image: External link] (1995), The Station Agent[image: External link] (2003), Lassie[image: External link] (2005), and X-Men: Days of Future Past[image: External link] (2014).[44]

Dinklage won a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for his performance in Game of Thrones.[20] He has also won two Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]: Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series for the same role.[19]
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