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In "A Prisoner in Turkey," John Still offers a gripping narrative that intricately weaves personal experience with socio-political commentary, capturing the essence of life and imprisonment in a foreign land. Still employs a rich, descriptive literary style that immerses the reader in the oppressive atmosphere of Turkish prisons during a tumultuous period. Through vivid imagery and poignant reflections, he highlights the psychological torment endured by both prisoners and the broader implications of political repression within the context of early 20th-century Turkey. This work stands as a testament to human resilience and a critique of authoritarian regimes. John Still, an accomplished explorer and diplomat, had firsthand experience in Turkey, which deeply influenced his perspectives on justice and human rights. His extensive travels and the challenges he faced in navigating the complex cultural landscape of the region provided him with profound insights, allowing him to articulate the struggles and hopes of the oppressed. Still's background in anthropology and commitment to social issues ultimately informed the urgent themes brought to life in this narrative. Readers seeking a profound exploration of the human condition set against a backdrop of political turmoil will find "A Prisoner in Turkey" an essential addition to their literary repertoire. This book not only recounts a personal journey but also calls for empathy and understanding in the face of systemic injustice.
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In "Development of Muslim Theology, Jurisprudence, and Constitutional Theory," Duncan Black MacDonald offers a comprehensive exploration of the evolution of Islamic thought, emphasizing the intricate interplay between theology, law, and governance. The book delineates key historical trajectories that shaped Muslim scholarly traditions, employing a systematic analysis that reveals how theological doctrines influenced juridical frameworks and constitutional concepts within Islamic civilization. MacDonald's literary style is marked by clarity and precision, making complex ideas accessible while maintaining scholarly rigor. Positioned within the broader context of early 20th-century Islamic studies, this work provides invaluable insights into the foundational principles underpinning Muslim societies. Duncan Black MacDonald, a prominent American scholar of Islam, was deeply influenced by his commitment to understanding Islamic texts and traditions within their historical contexts. His academic background, including studies at prestigious institutions and extensive field research, equipped him with the tools to analyze and articulate the multifaceted nature of Islamic jurisprudence and theology. MacDonald's dedication to fostering interfaith dialogue and understanding is evident throughout his work, as he seeks to bridge gaps between cultures through scholarly inquiry. This book is essential for scholars, students, and anyone interested in the complexities of Islamic legal and theological development. Its thorough analysis and insightful discussions make it a critical resource for understanding how Islamic principles have shaped, and continue to influence, contemporary legal and political systems in Muslim-majority countries. Readers will find MacDonald's work both enlightening and thought-provoking, prompting deeper engagement with the interplay of faith, law, and governance.
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In "The Panama Canal," Frederic J. Haskin delivers an exhaustive examination of one of the most monumental engineering feats of the 20th century, intertwining historical narrative with technical insights. Haskin's literary style combines an accessible tone with meticulous detail, making complex ideas about canal construction and international politics comprehensible to a wider audience. Set against the backdrop of colonial ambition and the rise of American imperialism, this work offers profound reflections on the interplay between human ingenuity and geographical challenges, providing both historical context and technical understanding of the canal's development and its ramifications. Frederic J. Haskin, an American journalist and author, possessed a keen interest in transportation and civil engineering, which is clearly reflected in his writing. His extensive research and firsthand experience in reporting on infrastructure projects allowed him to present the narrative of the Panama Canal not merely as an engineering endeavor but as a significant cultural event with far-reaching implications for global trade and national politics. Haskin's career as a public speaker and writer solidified his authority on this subject, enabling him to engage readers with vivid accounts of the people and events that shaped this landmark achievement. For anyone interested in engineering marvels or the dynamics of geopolitics, "The Panama Canal" is an indispensable resource. It meticulously explores the historical complexities surrounding the canal's construction while simultaneously captivating readers with its honest portrayal of the challenges and triumphs faced by those involved. Haskin's blend of narrative and insight invites readers to appreciate both the canal's significance and the enduring human spirit in the face of monumental challenges.
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In "The Confessions of al-Ghazali: Rescuer from Error," Abu Hamid al-Ghazālī offers a profound exploration of his spiritual crisis and intellectual turmoil, articulating his journey from skepticism to certainty. Written in a reflective and confessional style, this work merges autobiography with philosophical inquiry, addressing the often turbulent tensions between reason, faith, and the pursuit of truth. Al-Ghazālī's consideration of the limitations of human reasoning in grasping divine obscurity places his narrative within the larger context of Islamic thought, particularly his challenge to the prevailing rationalism of the philosophers, thus serving as a bridge between theological and philosophical discourse in the medieval Islamic era. Abu Hamid al-Ghazālī, a leading figure in medieval philosophy and theology, experienced a personal spiritual crisis that catalyzed this profound meditation on existence and faith. His diverse background—ranging from his studies in jurisprudence to his ascetic practices—shaped his insights into the human condition and the quest for authenticity. As a prominent scholar of the Islamic Golden Age, al-Ghazālī's work reflects both his personal struggles and his devotion to the Islamic tradition, which ultimately prompted him to articulate his struggles in a manner that resonates widely. This enlightening text is a vital read for anyone interested in the intersections of faith and reason, offering insights that transcend time and culture. Whether you are coming from a deeply religious background or a skeptical stance, al-Ghazālī's reflections provide rich food for thought, inviting readers to reconsider their own beliefs and doubts. This work not only enlightens the mind but also stirs the spirit, making it a cornerstone of Islamic literature and philosophy.
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The "Malay Annals," an essential work in Malay literature, chronicles the historical account of the Malay Sultanate, intricately weaving together history, legend, and folklore. Written in a classical Malay prose style, the text employs a narrative rich in cultural symbolism and allegorical resonance, reflecting the societal values and political dynamics of its era. Its vivid portrayal of local heroes, royal genealogies, and interactions with foreign powers situates it within the broader context of Southeast Asian historiography, serving not only as a record of events but also as a lens through which the Malays understood their identity and sovereignty amidst colonial influences. The authorship of the "Malay Annals" remains anonymous, a testament to the communal nature of oral traditions and historical storytelling in Malay culture. Likely compiled by court officials or historians, the work emerged during a period of increased external engagement and internal reflection, possibly influenced by the rise of colonialism and the need to assert a distinct cultural narrative. This overt intertwining of mythology and history serves as a way to reinforce Malay identity and political legitimacy. This captivating narrative is a must-read for anyone interested in Southeast Asian history, offering profound insights into the formation of Malay identity and the complexities of governance. Scholars and casual readers alike will find the "Malay Annals" an enlightening, rich exploration of a society at a crucial juncture in its history.
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The teaching of history in Constantinople naturally leads to an interest in the history of Turkey, and also to the recognition that little has been written on that subject except on the side of political relations with Europe. One who desires to present to western readers a brief study of Turkish civilization might reasonably turn to the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent, as being typical of the course of Turkish history, and also as exhibiting Turkey at the height of her powers. For the purpose of this dissertation, the study has been confined to the career of Ibrahim Pasha, grand vizir between 1522 and 1536.

The writer’s acknowledgments are due to Professors Sloane and Gottheil for valuable criticism, and for their aid in the obtaining of rare books, and to Professor and Mrs. Robinson for the careful reading of proof.

Hester Donaldson Jenkins.


November 23, 1911.
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The life of Ibrahim Pasha, as full of strange events as the most highly‐colored romance, paradoxical, and to western students of society almost incomprehensible in its rapid changes, is very difficult to place soberly before Occidental readers; yet its very strangeness is typical of the Orient, and if we could understand this romantic life we might find we held a key to much in Turkish life and thought. But our only chance of understanding it is to banish from our minds western conceptions and accept as facts what seem like wild imaginings. Ibrahim Pasha was not of the Turkish race, a fact which accounts for some of the paradoxes of his career, but his life was passed in a Turkish environment, one of whose notable characteristics is that it has always at once included and modified so many alien elements. In any consideration of the Turkish people, the most important thing to hold in mind is that the Turks are neither Aryan nor Semitic, being unrelated to Persians, Arabs, Greeks, or Hebrews. When ethnologists dare not speak definitely of race distinctions, the layman cannot venture to place the Turk in the “Touranian” or other group, but he can accept the fact that the Turks came into Europe from Central Asia and are in some way related to the Tatars and Mongols in the East, and probably to the Magyars and Finns in the West. The Turks of Central Asia during the period from the eighth to the eleventh centuries seem to have possessed qualities which characterize Turks of the period we are studying, and even mark the Turk of the present day.

Monsieur Léon Cahun, in his monograph on the Turks and the Mongols,1 has made a careful study of these early Turks, a portion of which I will briefly summarize here.

The dominating quality of the Turks of Central Asia was their love of war. According to a Persian verse: “They came and pillaged and burned and killed and charged and vanished.” The one virtue required of them was obedience, the only crime was treason. Activity to them meant war: one word expressed the idea contained in our two words to run and to kill with the sword. The ideal death was in war; as their proverb ran, “Man is born in the house but dies in the field.” In their earliest cults the worship of steel and the sword are prominent.

Their second marked characteristic was their hierarchical spirit, and their strong feeling for discipline. Insubordination and conspiracy they always punished by death. Their ideal government is illustrated by the inscription on a funeral stone recently found in Mongolia. It was erected in 733 A. D. by a Turkish prince to his brother Kul Khan, the substance being as follows: “I and my brother Kul Khan Tikine together have agreed that the name and renown acquired by the Turkish people through our father and uncle shall not be blotted out. For the sake of the Turkish people I have not slept by night nor rested by day.... I have given garments to the naked, I have enriched the poor, I have made the few numerous, I have honored the virtuous.... By the aid of Heaven, as I have gained much, the Turkish people also have gained much.”

Another bit of evidence as to their early political ideals is taken from The Art of Government, a didactic poem describing Turkish society in the eleventh century.2 It says “Speak to the people with kindness, but do not let them become familiar. Give them to eat and drink;” and it urges the ruler to strive for the blessing of the poor by such actions.

The Art of Government brings out a third side of the medieval Turk, his love of learning. The civil mandarins are placed in rank above the beys.3 “Honor always keeps company with knowledge.” “Mark well, there are two kinds of noble persons; the one is the bey, the other the scholar, in this world below ... the former with his glove or his fist commands the people, the latter with his knowledge shows the path.”

Despite the development of the Turkish people from barbarous tribes into a civilized state, the Ottoman Empire of the sixteenth century was built on the lines indicated, and Sultan Suleiman showed similar qualities and ideals to those possessed by Kul Khan and his brother.

Towards the end of the tenth century, a branch of the Turks, henceforth known as the Turcomans, accepted Islam at the hands of the conquering Arabs, and in course of time all of the Turkish peoples became Moslem. Naturally through their religion the Arabs came to exert a strong influence on the rude Turks, so strong that Turkish thought has never since been wholly free from Arabic dominance. The Turks are an exceedingly loyal people, accepting the religion imposed upon them with whole‐heartedness. They are not by nature fanatical; on the contrary they are temperamentally tolerant, fanaticism where it has existed being an outgrowth of political conditions, or a foreign trait taken over with Islam.4 Rather oddly, and perhaps unfortunately, when the Turks became literate they fell under Persian rather than Arabic influence, and for centuries, indeed up to our own century, Turkish literature has been little more than an imitation of the Persian, very formal and rhetorical. Thus the two great forces engaged in moulding the Turkish mind were Arabic theology and Persian poetry, the large Arabic and Persian element in the Turkish language being a good illustration of this.

In the twelfth century the Asiatic hordes pressing into Asia Minor came into contact with the Greeks. But there was no intellectual reaction between Greek and Turk.

The Seljouk kingdom rose and fell in Asia Minor; then the chieftain Othman5 stepped on its ruins and climbed to power. He and his descendants gradually conquered the Greeks until Byzantium was theirs. Ottoman conquests still continued, until a century, after the fall of Constantinople Suleiman pushed his armies to the gates of Vienna and marked the farthest point of the Turkish invasion of Europe. During Suleiman’s reign Turkey not only dominated the Balkan Peninsula from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and north to the Danube, but it also greatly influenced the rest of Europe. There was not a court in Europe that was not forced to reckon with Sultan Suleiman. So the career of Ibrahim, his distinguished grand vizir, is not a mere romance; it is a career which intimately affected the hopes and fears of Ferdinand of Austria, Charles V of Spain, Francis I of France, and even Henry VIII of England, as well as the Pope and the Venetian Signory.

At the height of their power the Turks were nevertheless still a simple people. While western society has moved from complexity to greater complexity, their society has preserved an unembarrassed simplicity. They are loyal to  state, religion, race, family, habit. Their religion is rigidly monotheistic; their government (up to July 24, 1908) has been the simplest possible monarchy, a personal despotism; they are probably the most unaffectedly democratic people in the world; a man is what his merit or his fortune has made him, with no regard to his ancestry; they are unitarian in religion, government and society. In morals the same simplicity prevails, with no torturing doubts and few sophistries. Much that seems like a fairy tale to us is simple unquestioning reality to them.

In this simplicity, this single‐mindedness, they are totally different from the Arabs of the Khalifate, with whom they have been so much associated in Western minds, but with whom they have no relationship beyond that of a common religion. The Turks, I repeat, are a much simpler as well as a more warlike people than any other Oriental nation.

The sources for the life of Ibrahim are classified naturally in three groups: (1st) The Turkish histories and biographies, first and second hand; (2nd) the accounts of European travelers and residents in Constantinople, such as Mouradjia D’Ohsson, Busbequius, and the Venetian baillies; and (3rd) the diplomatic correspondence and documents of the time as found in such collections as Charrière’s Négociations, Gévay’s Urkunden und Actenstücke, and Noradunghian’s and de Testa’s Recueils. A student would also wish to consult the histories written by foreigners, such as von Hammer, Zinkheisen and Jorga, whose sources are found in the three classes of evidence cited above.

It is impossible to confine ourselves to the Turkish sources, because of the notable omission of accounts of institutions, and the total absence of description. Abdurrahman Sheref, the present historiographer of Turkey, is the first Turkish writer of whom I know, who devotes some chapters to general subjects such as “The Provinces”, “Literature”, etc., in imitation of European histories. The historians of Suleiman’s time were rather chroniclers, the Comines and Froissarts of their day though with much less of petty and personal detail. Therefore we must turn to Occidental observers for accounts of the Turkish manner of life, their warfare and their government, except where we can learn from Turkish law or poetry. But practically all that the Ottomans have told us of themselves and of their rulers, we may trust in a way we cannot trust Western evidence. Every one who knows the East is aware how a report will pass through the bazaars and into the interior of the country, or up the Nile for hundreds of miles, with marvelous rapidity and more marvelous accuracy. Just as the story‐teller repeats a tale as his remote ancestor first told it, so do men hand down a tradition unembellished and unchanged. Turkish tradition is an expression of the sincerity and simplemindedness of the Turkish character. The Turks are neither sceptics, nor desirous of deceiving, therefore they transmit an account as they have received it.

There are of course exceptions to this: Suleiman’s Letters of Victory are overdrawn at times, and a legendary history of him has been found,6 written a century after his reign, in which the events of his life are hard to discover amidst a mass of legend. But this last case seems to have been a direct attempt to write an epic piece, and is quite different from the clear, straight narrative of the ordinary chronicler. The court chronicler’s embellishments consist mainly in flowery phrases, such as “Sultan Suleiman Khan, whose glory reaches the heavens, and who is the Sun of Valor and Heroism, and the Shadow of God on Earth, may Allah keep his soul.” In other words, the style is embellished but not the facts, the latter being related as uncritically and directly as a child relates an event.

Sometimes the perspective seems to us very odd, since the emphasis seems to be placed on the unimportant part of the narrative, but in such cases we must seek in the Turkish mind for an explanation of why that phase, unimportant to us, is to the Turkish writer and reader, of importance. As an illustration of this, take the Turkish accounts of Ibrahim’s Egyptian expedition. The Sulimannameh and later histories all give more space to the hardships of Ibrahim’s voyage to Egypt, and to the honor paid him by the Sultan than to the organization of Egypt, which occupied seven months. This seems, and doubtless is naïve, but we can see from it what a great effort a sea expedition was to this inland people, and also how above everything else in importance loomed the favor of the monarch, by whom all subjects rose to power or fell into disgrace. It further shows the stress laid on the lives of courtiers and officials rather than on the ordering of a province, in which, of course, it resembles all early histories.
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