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Physical Characteristics of the American Pit Bull Terrier


(from the United Kennel Club breed standard)
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The exact origin of the American Pit Bull Terrier is in doubt. Theories purport that it derived from either the Staffordshire Bull Terrier or the English Bulldog.
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History of the American Pit Bull Terrier







THE GENESIS OF THE BREED IN ITS HOMELAND 


Americans like to think of the Pit Bull, or, more properly, the American Pit Bull Terrier, as being a breed of purely American origin. To a large extent, this is true. After all, it was in the United States that this breed took on its definitive form, ability and character. As there are no written records that clearly document the origin of the breed, disagreement among its advocates abounds. Most American Pit Bull historians feel that the American Pit Bull Terrier is the American expression of the game-bred Stafford or Staffordshire Bull Terrier of the United Kingdom. These breed fanciers maintain that as English, and especially Irish, immigrants to the United States established themselves throughout the New World, the little dogs that they prized so highly at home, the game-bred Staffords, sometimes traveled with them. Separated from their foundation stock, the gene pool of Staffordshire Bull Terriers in the United States became more distinct and was subject to the changes imposed by the thinking of American dog breeders, the most obvious of these changes being an increase in size.


Other Pit Bull fanciers have a different opinion regarding the origin of the breed. These fanciers feel that the Pit Bull is a modern-day expression of the original English Bulldog. They speculate that, unlike the Staffordshire Bull Terrier, a breed of known bulland-terrier ancestry, the Pit Bull has no terrier blood in it at all, but rather is a continuation of the pure Bulldog of Elizabethan days.



SIZE INCREASE


Some feel that the increased size found among American Pit Bulls was originally a response to new demands placed upon the breed in the New World. It is speculated that as “catch work” (catching free-range domesticated animals on large farms and ranches) was added to the breed’s duties in America, greater size was selected for in order to allow the breed to serve well in a number of roles. This theory is best represented in the writings of the American pure-bred dog historian Carl Semencic.
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The English Bulldog, shown here, was developed as a fighting dog, yet it does not have the notoriety of the American Pit Bull Terrier.


[image: 007]


They further speculate that the very obvious differences between the modern show dog known as the Bulldog and the Pit Bull reflect the vastly different purposes for which each was bred, showing versus working. This thinking is best put forth in the writing of an American historian of the Pit Bull breed, Richard Stratton.



THEORY OF ORIGIN


The author is inclined to agree with the theory that today’s American Pit Bull Terrier is the American expression of the Staffordshire Bull Terriers of England and Ireland. Supporting this theory is the fact that the smaller game-bred (fighting stock) American Pit Bull Terriers and the larger game-bred (badger hunting and fighting stock) modern Staffordshire Bull Terriers of England appear to be nearly identical.


 






Staffordshire Bull Terrier puppy and adult.
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ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF THE AMERICAN PIT BULL TERRIER 


The specifics of ancient breed history, and the breed’s modern reputation notwithstanding, show that there can be no doubt about one thing—and that one thing is the core function of the Pit Bull breed. Throughout the entire existence of the breed, from its earliest days and, to some extent, through modern times, the Pit Bull in its purest working form has been and remains essentially a fighting dog. This is to say that the breed’s function, its very purpose, was, and in the minds of some remains, to be a gambler’s tool. The breed was originally selectively bred without regard for looks, but rather only for everincreasing ability to fight other Pit Bulls, and only other Pit Bulls, in long sustained combat events in man-made dog pits for the enjoyment of human spectators. Note that, unlike some breeds, the Pit Bull’s purpose was never to attack man. In fact, it must be noted here that in the organized combat events for which the Pit Bull was and occasionally still is used, these dogs are handled by their human handlers throughout the event. Those who use these dogs in such events have no use for a dog that would in any way endanger the handler rather than its canine opponent.   






The American Pit Bull Terrier was never trained to be an attack dog against humans; in fact, Pit Bulls had to be unconditionally loyal and obedient to their handlers, traits they display with their owners today.
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THE AMERICAN PIT BULL IN THE 20TH CENTURY 


While the distant past of the Pit Bull may remain a matter for some disagreement, the more recent history of the breed is indisputable. The breed began the 20th century in its American homeland as a newly officially registered breed. In 1898, a man by the name of Chauncy Bennett began a registry organization called the United Kennel Club (UKC) for the sole purpose of registering the Pit Bull. He did this because the breed had been ignored for registry by the more prestigious American Kennel Club, which was already in existence. The breed has undergone a number of name changes during its years with the United Kennel Club. At one time it was called the Pit Bull Terrier, and at another time the American (Pit) Bull Terrier, but to this day the United Kennel Club still exists and continues to register the breed as the American Pit Bull Terrier. The  UKC has also undergone a number of changes during the course of the century and, although it continues to register the Pit Bull, it registers more breeds today than even the AKC.


 






The American Pit Bull Terrier has been a registered breed in the US since the creation of the United Kennel Club in 1898.
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Pit Bull Terriers, because of their ability to work well with humans and their interesting look, have been used in films and television shows.


[image: 011]


Another registry organization in America also began to register the Pit Bull during the very early part of the 20th century. This organization, known as the American Dog Breeders Association (ADBA), was begun by Guy McCord, a close friend of the well-known Pit Bull breeder John P. Colby. Like the UKC, the ADBA still registers the Pit Bull today.


During the 1930s, an American cinema series by the name of Our Gang (or The Lil’ Rascals) featured among its regular cast of  characters a Pit Bull by the name of “Petey,” also known as “Pete the Pup.” The popularity of the series and its canine mascot brought such positive attention to the breed that by 1936, the prestigious American Kennel Club (AKC) began to register the Pit Bull. Unhappy with the name of the breed, however, those responsible for registry of the breed with the AKC decided to change the breed’s official name to Staffordshire Terrier and, ultimately, many years later, to American Staffordshire Terrier. During the late 1930s, then, those Pit Bulls being registered by the United Kennel Club, the American Dog Breeders Association and the American Kennel Club were all the same breed with exactly the same physical working form. Indeed breeders, such as John P. Colby, registered their dogs both as American Pit Bull Terriers with the UKC and as American Staffordshire Terriers with the AKC.


 






Pit Bulls were registered with the American Kennel Club as American Staffordshire Terriers by breeders who focused on conformation showing rather than working or fighting.
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CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS


Contact these organizations for more information about the Pit Bull:


 



United Kennel Club 
100 East Kilgore Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-5584 
(616) 343-9020 
www.ukcdogs.com



 



American Dog Breeders Association 
*exclusively for American Pit Bull Terrier breeders 
Box 1771, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 
members.aol.com/bstofshw/bst.html



 



Continental Kennel Club, Inc. 
PO Box 908 
Walker, LA 70785 
(800) 952-3376 
www.ckcusa.com
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The popularity of the Pit Bull, with its various registries and with its many official breed names, waned during the 1940s and onward until roughly the mid-1970s. However, the breed was never threatened with extinction. It never reached a condition in which one could say there was no interest in these dogs at all, but other breeds became the focus of the average dog fancier’s attention. During this period, those Pit Bulls registered as Staffordshire Terriers or as American Staffordshire Terriers by the AKC fell out of favor with the fighting-dog fraternity. AKC breeders focused all of their attention on competition in the show ring and left the breeding of fighting dogs to those who registered their dogs with the UKC and the ADBA.


 






Dogs raised for fighting in America and elsewhere had their ears cropped to make them less vulnerable during combat.
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It was during this period that a divergence in both physical type and temperament began to develop between AKC-registered dogs and the UKC- and ADBAREGISTERED dogs. While many owners of UKC- and ADBA-registered Pit Bulls continued to breed with working form and temperament in mind, AKC breeders devoted all of their energy to producing dogs that measured up to the adopted breed standard of perfection, and therefore were best equipped to compete in the show ring. As a result, the American Staffordshire Terrier (or AmStaff) began to take on its current more blocky type, while the dogs of working lines retained their more “terrier” type.


Also during this period, the breed in both its working form and its show form, and regardless of how it was registered, enjoyed a condition of relative obscurity. It lived in peace in America. No one thought it to be a dangerous dog. Many forgot what a Pit Bull even was. Those who remembered the breed remembered it fondly from the comedy series on television. The reputation for being dangerous was then reserved for such breeds as the Doberman Pinscher. The Pit Bull was left to its fanciers almost exclusively.



A BAD NAME


During the late 1970s, something unusual happened. The Pit Bull exploded in popularity, and, unfortunately, notoriety. One day, it seemed, few in America knew what a Pit Bull was, and the next day, the entire nation thought it to be the most dangerous dog in the world. Suddenly, the breed went from being a dog Americans remembered fondly to a dog everyone thought we would all be better off without. No one is quite sure why this happened. Nevertheless, the more negative talk there was about how dangerous Pit Bulls could be, in newspapers and on television reports, the more the mania spread. More and more irresponsible people wanted to own Pit Bulls; the more irresponsible owners there were, the more trouble the breed seemed to be creating.
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At about the time that the reputation of the Pit Bull breed began to change for the worse in the United States (about 1980), Dutch dog fighters had developed an interest in these dogs. The first Pit Bulls to find their way to Holland were serious “match dogs” acquired from hard-core American “dog men.” It was not long before “underground” dog fighters in the United States began to take notice of the serious matches and breeding being conducted in Holland. From Holland, interest in the Pit Bull spread to Germany, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, parts of Scandinavia and elsewhere in Europe and throughout the world.


By the late 1980s or about 1990, the “dangerous Pit Bull” saga began to spread over the American borders to other, and even far off, countries. Following a lead established by law enforcement officials in the UK, countries began to pass laws against the ownership and importation of this breed that had been largely unknown, even in its homeland, only a few years before. An example of such legislation, this from the Nation of Singapore, appears as follows:




Category A Dogs 



Category A dogs are: 
• Pit Bull (includes American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, the American Bulldog). 

• Akita. 

• Neapolitan Mastiff. 

• Tosa. 

• Crosses of Pit Bull, Akita, Neapolitan Mastiff or Tosa. 

• Category A dogs cannot be imported into Singapore as of August 1991. 







Owners of Category A dogs already residing in Singapore must comply with the following conditions: 
• The dog must be sterilized. 

• The dog must be permanently identified with a microchip implant. 

• The owner must take out a third-party insurance policy of $100,000 on the dog. 

• The owner must put up a $5,000 cash bond that will be returned when the dog passes away or is no longer residing in Singapore. The bond will be forfeited if the owner allows the dog in a public place without a leash and muzzle. 






 






Responsible people who get to know the Plt Bull value the breed for its many wonderful personality traits and abilities.
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American Pit Bull Terriers can be lovable and loving family pets in the hands of the right owners.
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Characteristics of the American Pit Bull Terrier


Given all that has been said, and all that one may have heard about the breed, there is no doubt that a question should have arisen in the mind of the average reader of this book. Why the Pit Bull? Why would any normal clear-thinking person want to own a Pit Bull? After all, we’ve admitted that this breed is essentially a fighting dog, haven’t we? We’ve admitted that the breed is often dog-aggressive and that many Pit Bulls can be “people-aggressive.” We’ve seen that many countries of the world do not allow ownership of Pit Bulls by their citizens. In some areas of the world where the Pit Bull may be legally owned, an insurance policy must be carried by the dog’s owner to protect him in the event that his neighbor is mauled!


 






The original purpose of the American Pit Bull Terrier, as a fighting dog, has given many the wrong impression that it is unsuitable as a pet.
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HYPED UP


There are actually many sound reasons to own a little Pit Bull dog. In fact, when we remember that this breed lived among Americans for more than 100 years without anyone fearing it, we should begin to realize that the breed’s currently bad reputation is more a matter of “media hype” than it is a matter of bad dogs.
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Any breed can become the subject of the kind of breed discrimination that the Pit Bull faces today. At one time it was the Doberman Pinscher that had this reputation in the US. For a while it was the poor Saint Bernard! After all, even the Bulldog of England is a dog of pure fighting origin, but nowhere in the world is it being proposed that we outlaw Bulldogs. In time, the hysteria surrounding the Pit Bull will pass and another breed will become the focus of the media’s attention. Irresponsible owners in search of an impressionable breed will turn their attention to whatever breed that will be and we will all wonder why we once  thought that the little Pit Bull was an inherently dangerous dog. Until that time, however, we should discuss a few of the very positive qualities of this breed.



EASY-CARE DOG


One of the first characteristics of the Pit Bull breed that many of us will find desirable is its low-maintenance body style. The Pit Bull is a short-coated dog that does not shed excessively. An occasional brushing will keep the falling hair under control and keep the carpet clean. The Pit Bull is an energetic dog when out of the home, and the breed’s desire to take walks with its owner will keep its nails short and its owner, who will hopefully be on the other end of the leash, fit. Unlike the Bulldog, the Pit Bull is not a wrinkled dog and so there will be no need for regular cleaning of facial crevices.
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PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


The Pit Bull is not an especially large dog. In fact, in its working form, the Pit Bull is a rather small dog. This enables owners to keep a Pit Bull in a small home or apartment quite comfortably. While it is an energetic dog when given the chance to exercise, it is a breed that prefers to relax when at home. As such, it will not be in the way at all times and will not make itself more conspicuous than many owners prefer their dogs to be.


The Pit Bull also tends to be a hardy dog. It can play hard and live long without costing its owner a fortune in veterinary bills. The closer a line of Pit Bulls is to its original working stock, the hardier the dogs from that line will be. It is not the least bit unusual to own a Pit Bull for 12, 13 or 14 years, or even more. When such dogs finally succumb to old age, they tend to do it without suffering long, protracted, painful and expensive illnesses.







PERSONALITY 


Above all, the Pit Bull is an incredibly devoted dog. The breed becomes highly attached to its human family and will accept no others as long as it feels welcome at home as part of that family. As an extension of this attribute, it can also be a protective dog, and a powerful and protective, yet small and convenient, dog can be very  useful in the right hands with responsible ownership. However, unlike many very devoted dogs, the Pit Bull can accept change. Should the unfortunate situation arise when a family must give up its pet Pit Bull, the dog will become dedicated to its new owner with time. Therefore, a “second-hand” Pit Bull may be a sound option for you to consider, particularly if you are familiar with the dog’s previous owners and their living situation.


Most of all, the Pit Bull is a fine companion dog. Those who know the breed will often tell you that, in their opinion, there can be no finer companion dog than the Pit Bull. It is a dog that will bond to its entire human family, but one that will always hold a special place in its heart for the person it decides is its closest friend. It is a dog that will always be there for its owner. It is a forgiving breed, an exceedingly loyal breed, a fun-loving breed and a lifelong friend.


 






Who says American Pit Bull Terriers aren’t lovable, gentle pets?
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DEVELOPING POTENTIAL


The behavior and personality of your Pit Bull will reflect your care and training more than any breed charac-teristics or indications. Remember that these dogs require a purposeful existence and plan your relationship around activities that serve this most basic and important need. All of the good potential of the breed will naturally follow.
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VERSATILITY OF THE BREED 


We have accepted unabashedly the fact that the Pit Bull as a breed is the most adept “game dog” ever to have been produced. We also know of the Pit Bull’s utilization as a “catch dog.”


Guard work and personal protection work are other areas in which the Pit Bull breed often excels. The Pit Bull generally makes a useful home guardian and personal protection dog, primarily because it is such a devoted and determined breed. It is not a dog that automatically protects whatever space it happens to be occupying or whatever person happens to be holding its leash. Instead, it is a breed that will often defend due to a sense of devotion to its family and its family’s property.
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CATCH DOGS


The work of the catch dog is to run down, seize and hold free-range animals, such as free-range hogs, on large farms and ranches. The dog should be agile, powerful, fearless and determined enough to hold the free-range animal until the farmer or rancher can tie it. This kind of work often requires greater physical size than many Pit Bulls possess, but Pit Bulls on the upper end of the size scale, in the 65-pound and over range, serve very well as catch dogs.










THE BEST HOME FOR A PIT BULL 


Before getting into the question of where to get your pup, we should consider the question of what types of homes are most appropriate for the Pit Bull breed. It is all too common these days for authors of breed books to present their breed as being ideal for every home. This is not true in any case and neither is it true in the case of the Pit Bull.


The Pit Bull is an ideal dog for an adult family with older (14 years and above) children and with someone at home most of the time. The size of the home is not as important—it can be large, with a fenced yard, or small. It can even be an apartment in the city. The important thing is that someone is often home and someone is willing to take the dogs on regular long walks. This describes the best of all possible situations for the Pit Bull.


 






The Pit Bull is an ideal pet for families with children over 14 years of age. The whole family should take part in the Pit Bull’s training and care from the very beginning.
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A beautiful, alert, intelligent American Pit Bull Terrier in healthy, muscular condition.
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Conversely, the worst situation for a Pit Bull is one in which a dog is raised by a young person who, when the dog is older, becomes too busy to spend much time with the dog. Worse still is that this young person has children when the dog is grown and these children end up spending time with a dog that doesn’t relate to them as true “members of the family.” This is how so many of the disasters we read about in the tabloids happen.


Not too long ago, a story erupted in all of the local newspapers in a particular American town. The story told of a Pit Bull that had killed and seriously mutilated the body of the young child it was living with “for no apparent reason.” The dog immediately was euthanized by the local authorities and the community began calling for a total ban on the ownership of Pit Bulls in the city.


The dog was examined to confirm its breed, and, unfortunately, it was without question a Pit Bull. But the authorities were questioned about the circumstances of the killing, and the details are as follows. You decide who or what is to blame for the child’s death.


A young unmarried woman who lived alone in an urban area had a baby. The father of the baby lived in an apartment of his own with his male Pit Bull. The man was a drug dealer. The dog was six years old and had never lived with anyone but this man. The dog had been fully and professionally attack-trained at a young age and occasional refresher lessons had been provided throughout its life.


When the woman’s baby was three months old, the father decided to move in with her and the child. She was so happy that the baby’s father would be moving in that she decided they should go out and celebrate. They had no babysitter for the three-month-old child, but the man assured the mother of the baby that the dog could be trusted to protect the home and its juvenile occupant in their absence. Besides, he said, they would only be out for a few hours.
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