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Introduction


In England, the Football Association Challenge Cup as a national football tournament has no equal. Since the competition began in November 1871, the FA Cup has won a special place in the hearts of football players, clubs and their supporters. The competition has survived two world wars and become part of English sporting heritage. It remains the one major football trophy that lies within the grasp of thousands who take part in the competition every season. From village and works teams, through the amateur and semi professional leagues, all the way to The Premiership. Each team has a chance. It might be a slim one, but each team believes they have a chance to win and go through to the next round, or, like some have done, go all the way. That is what’s so appealing about the Cup. There is a disregard for class and pampered overpaid superstars. The unpredictability of the Cup is what gives it its excitement. Who would have backed Wigan in 2013, Wimbledon in 1988’, Coventry in 87’, Southampton 76’ or Sunderland in 73?’ You can go back even further than that, to the early part of the 20th century and find Cup winning underdogs like Southern League Tottenham Hotspur in 1901, Second Division Wolverhampton Wanderers in 1908 and Barnsley in 1912 and these are only upsets caused in the Final.


Ask any supporter or player what their most memorable match was and it will most likely be a Cup tie. They’ll describe in detail everything that happened on the day. The goals, the players, the stadium, the chanting, the lap of honour, the joy. An unforgettable day when grown men hug each other and cry like children. But winning the Cup is more than just the games played. The honour, prestige and glory not only go to the winning team, but is also bestowed on the town and community the team represents. Everyone stands a little bit taller and that bit prouder. For the winners, there’s a heroes homecoming. A once in a lifetime experience with an open-topped bus tour, flag-waving crowds and a civic reception fit for a visiting head of state.


It all happened in my hometown, Burnley, on a special day in April 1914, when its football team won the Cup for the first time. In a hundred years, it remains Burnley’s one success in the competition and as such it is unique. It was a very different world then. Burnley’s victory took place only four months before the outbreak of the Great War. It was a world without radio, television, Sky Sports and the internet. The main source of football news then was the newspaper or old fashioned telephones that you wound up. Football supporters would wait anxiously outside newspaper offices on a Saturday afternoon for the football results to arrive, before they were hastily printed up as the 6 o’clock sports specials, the ‘Pinks.’


Burnley have been in the Cup Final three times. In 1947, Cliff Britton’s newly promoted Burnley played Charlton Athletic at Wembley but lost to a single Chris Duffy goal in extra-time. My father told me stories of what Cup Final day was like in 1962 when Burnley met Tottenham Hotspur at Wembley and lost 3-1. Just before he died, he passed on to me one of his most prized possessions; his 62’ Cup Final programme, community song-sheet and match ticket that he’d kept in prime condition for almost fifty years. My own Cup experience with Burnley goes back to 1974, when as a teenager I watched the Clarets in the Semi-Final where we met Newcastle United. The atmosphere inside Hillsborough that afternoon was unforgettable, with 56,000 screaming fans packed inside. Two second half Malcolm MacDonald goals put Burnley out, and I can still remember the feeling of dejection on the way back from Sheffield that afternoon. If Geoff Nulty’s header that had scraped the Newcastle crossbar in the first half had only been six inches lower. If only.


The Road To Glory celebrates the centenary of Burnley’s 1914 FA Cup victory. We look at how Burnley got there, from the club’s first Cup match in 1885 through to the 1908-09 season. The year when Burnley, according to reports were, ‘robbed’ of a first Semi-Final place following a quarter-final tie against Manchester United at Turf Moor. A match becoming infamously known among Burnley supporters as the, ‘Stop the Game it’s Snowing’ match. We progress from there to the 1912-13 season which saw Burnley reach the Semi-Final stage for the very first time. We then take a match-by-match view of the 1913-14 season to look at what happened, how the Cup team evolved from the League campaign and all the other events that took place in the build-up to arguably Burnley’s greatest ever achievement. Evidence is gathered from match reports of the day from local and national sources, football programmes, photographs and other information from that eventful season.


The 1914 Burnley Cup-winning team of; Sewell, Bamford, Taylor, Halley, Boyle, Watson, Mosscrop, Lindley, Freeman, Hodgson and Nesbitt are legends. Heroes. They went all the way and won it and the reason why Burnley’s name is inscribed on the Cup, and in the history books. Those eleven heroes did it first and every other Burnley team must follow. Hopefully one April day in your lifetime and in mine, their feat will be repeated and another great Burnley team will travel all the way down the road to glory and bring the Cup back to Turf Moor.


One day.





Mike Smith


April 2014




Turf Moor – Home of


Burnley Football Club
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Figure 2: Turf Moor in the 1920s


This photograph taken in the 1920s is the earliest aerial shot we have of Turf Moor as it would have appeared in 1914. The stand in the foreground is the Brunshaw Road Stand which opened in August 1913 at the start of the 1913-14 season. The stand was demolished and re-built again in 1973-4. It is currently The Bob Lord Stand, named after the former Burnley chairman. To the right of the picture is the Bee Hole End, a huge open terrace which was named after the colliery that overlooked the ground from Brunshaw Heights. This is now the Jimmy McIlroy Stand. To the left of the picture is the covered Cricket Field End that was completed during 1914. In match reports this was sometimes called the Town End and is currently the David Fishwick Stand. Burnley Cricket ground backs onto Turf Moor and you can see the old cricket pavilion in white in the distance.


The long, raised cinder banking opposite the Brunshaw Road stand was formerly home to the tiny Star Stand which covered only half the length of the pitch. The Star Stand was demolished in 1914 and the cinder-banking raised and extended to cater for larger crowds which increased the ground capacity at Turf Moor in 1914 to 40,000. It was not until the mid-1950s before this side of the ground was terraced and roofed which became the famously known among Burnley fans as ‘The Longside’ and is now the James Hargreaves Stand.


--xxx---





CHAPTER ONE



The Green and Whites


Loud without the wind was roaring


Through the waned autumnal sky;


Drenching wet, the cold rain pouring


Spoke of stormy winters nigh.





– Emily Bronte        





Twenty miles north of Manchester, Burnley lies on the low western slopes of the Pennine hills. In the 19th and early 20th centuries the town was a key contributor to Britian’s economy and one of the country’s major providers of cotton and coal. Burnley’s close proximity to Manchester and the damp climate attracted a number of cotton manufacturers and output grew rapidly from 1850 to the end of the century. As the demand for cotton grew, so did the population, reaching a peak of 106,765 by 1911. In 2009, a former Burnley manager commented that the town’s population would now fit inside Old Trafford. Such had the town changed. In 1911, the working population lived in tightly-knit communities in mainly two-up, two-down terraced houses, in streets that fanned out from the mills and factories. Homes were gas lit, warmed by coal fires and were without electricity, hot running water or inside toilets.


The cotton mills, pits and factories ran repeating shifts, a six day working week that finished at 1:00pm on Saturdays. After a backbreaking 48 hour week, the workforce could then unwind. To quench the workers thirst, Burnley had six brewers supplying, 49 private clubs, 73 beerhouses, 87 hotels and taverns and 91 off-licences. In addition to a multitude of drinking establishments, Burnley had a variety of facilities for indoor and outdoor sport and recreation. From the mid to late 19th century, Burnley had held its own regular race meeting, The Burnley Stakes on Towneley Holmes. The 1912 Ordnance Survey shows a fine athletics stadium with a grandstand, a cycling and running track, in the Fulledge ward of the town. The town had 15 cycle shops, six billiard halls, three cycling clubs, two tennis clubs and two prominent cricket clubs (Burnley and Lowerhouse) that played in the Lancashire League. There were scores of amateur football leagues with teams from mill and works teams, churches and lads clubs that played on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. And representing the town, one professional football team, Burnley Football Club.


Burnley Football Club were one of the twelve founding members of the Football League which began in 1888. With the start of the League, football matches got a more competitive edge and the local population started taking more interest in Burnley’s fortunes against other League clubs. The start of the Football League raised attendances at matches and with Saturday afternoons off and an excellent railway network, Burnley’s supporters could travel up and down the country cheaply and follow their team with ease. But despite the League’s arrival, and the fact that there was a League Championship trophy at stake, the League never set the pulse racing like the FA Cup did as a competition. The older Football Association Challenge Cup to give it its full title was the premier competition, football’s holy grail and the one trophy all football clubs wanted to win.


Burnley’s first entry into the Cup (commonly named the ‘English’ Cup in the newspapers) was in 1885, some fourteen years after the competition began in 1871 and three years before the birth of the Football League. Local village sides Padiham and Clitheroe had both entered the Cup competition several years before Burnley. Burnley’s entry into the First Round on the 17th of October 1885 should have been a special day for the Turf Moor club who were drawn away against Darwen Old Wanderers. Because of the Football Association’s rules of which prohibited professionals from playing, Burnley had to send a makeshift reserve team. Darwen Old Wanderers, (not to be confused with Darwen F.C. or Lower Darwen F.C. who were also drawn in the First Round), were an experienced Cup fighting outfit. From the result it looked like Wanderers must have done all the fighting. The match finished Darwen Old Wanderers 11, Burnley 0. As bad as that result was it wasn’t the worst defeat of the day. Rotherham took that honour after a 15-0 thrashing by Notts County. It must have been a hard lesson for all those who played that day and for the football club. The following season the Football Association relaxed its rules and allowed professional footballers to enter.


Despite reaching the Third Round if the Cup in 1897-98, up to the 1908-9 season, Burnley struggled in the competition and were regularly knocked out at either the First or Second Round stage. Burnley had some notable First Round victories to their credit. A 6-1 win over Arsenal in 1895-96, followed by a 7-1 win over Newton Heath in 1900-01 (shortly thereafter changing their name to Manchester United) and an emphatic 8-0 win over Keswick in 1903-04, but it wasn’t until the 1908-09 competition did people sit up and take notice of Burnley’s progress. One reason for the poor form in the Cup co-incided with Burnley’s decline in The League.


In April 1900 after a poor season in Division One, Burnley were relegated. Following relegation the club got into quite serious financial difficulties. In 1901, one young Burnley supporter, Harry Windle, who worked as a clerk for Abraham Altham, a Burnley tea merchant and travel company, began a fundraising campaign to fund a new player. Windle’s efforts managed to raise £50 for the club. It helped, but with falling attendances and rising debts, the club directors had to dig into their own pockets to keep the football club afloat. On the pitch things got worse as Burnley dropped down the Second Division. At the end of the 1902 - 03 season, Burnley hit rock bottom, ending the season seeking re-election to the Football League. The Athletics News describes how bad things had got,


“There was a time when Burnley were without money, when they discharged their players, trainer and groundsman and the secretary alone remained because he was content to work without drawing a salary. That secretary was Ernest Magnall who was amazed if such a sum as £50 was taken for a League match. There was one occasion when to raise funds, Turf Moor was hired to a travelling wild beast show for £20. The club only received £10 because the elephants couldn’t pull the caravans onto the pitch. That situation was only ten years ago.” (Athletics News, 16/3/1914)


Magnall stayed on at Turf Moor through the bad times until October 1903 before he resigned after being appointed manager at Manchester United. The Burnley board appointed the 32 year old, Spencer Whittaker from Accrington, as their new manager. Around the same time as Whittaker arrived, the Burnley board formally invited Harry Windle to chair a fundraising committee. Four years later in July 1907, Windle was invited onto the board as a full director. The average age of the Board was 50. Windle was 33, a young man with modern ideas of how the Club should be managed. The ambitious, business-minded Windle became Vice Chairman in 1908 and on June 11th 1909 he was elected Chairman.


With Windle and Whittaker in the football club, things began to move forwards. The football team steadily climbed the Second Division table. An 11th place finish in 1905, 9th place in 1906, 7th in 1907 and again the following year. Attendances increased and the sixpences rolled in through the Turf Moor turnstiles. Windle turned the club finances around and by 1909 Burnley was back in the black. In 1907, Whittaker found a promising young goalkeeper, Jeremiah Dawson, the son of a Cliviger blacksmith. Dawson was so good he went straight into the Burnley first team. Whittaker signed more youngsters including Tommy Bamford a full-back from Darwen, Richard Lindley an inside-forward from Oswaldtwistle Rovers and Billy Watson a centre-back from Southport Central. The talented trio would begin in the reserves before breaking through into the first team.


Whittaker’s biggest coup was the capture of two former England internationals, the 36-year old veteran Alec Leake from Aston Villa in 1907 and 32-year old Walter Abbott, a £200 transfer from Everton in 1908. Leake had won a Cup Winners medal with Villa in 1905 and five England caps in the same year. Abbot had also won a Cup winners medal with Everton the following year in 1906. Whittaker was building a Burnley team with a blend of youth and experience. Despite making progress up the Second Division table, in the Cup, Burnley’s performances had not been so successful, but that was all about to change the following season.
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Figure 3: Burnley Football Team 1908-09


The 1908-09 FA Cup


The First Round of the 1908-09 FA Cup kicked off on the 16th January 1909. Burnley travelled to Bristol to play Southern League side Bristol Rovers. The team travelled down to Bristol by train on the Friday afternoon, staying overnight in Cheltenham before continuing their journey on Saturday morning. While out for a Friday evening stroll, the Burnley centre-forward Dick Smith found a horse-shoe in the street. Footballers being a superstitious bunch, Smith collected the shoe and gave it to one of the Burnley directors and claimed the shoe was a good luck omen. In addition to the lucky shoe story, the Burnley Express’s Sportsman in his football column told the tale of a Burnley Lane resident who had had a ‘vision’ three days before the Bristol game. The Burnley Lane man claimed Burnley would beat Rovers with a scoreline of 4-1 and Ogden would be among the scorers.


Bristol Rovers v Burnley FA Cup Round One, Eastville, 16th January 1909 Kick-Off 2:30 pm


The teams lined up


Bristol Rovers: Cartlidge, Appleby, Floyd, Smart, Strang, Higgins, Peplow, Gerrish, Corbett, Roberts, Dargue.


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake, Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Referee: Mr G. H. Muir (Southampton)


It was a sunny afternoon in the West Country but the ground was heavy after rain during the week. The conditions favoured the visitors, playing in their familiar green shirts. Burnley captain Alec Leake won the toss and played with the wind. Burnley took the lead through Dick Smith on 22 minutes whose run and shot hit the roof of Rovers net. Despite pressure from the home side, the score remained 1-0 to Burnley at the interval.


In the second half, Rovers attacked and Dargue had beaten Dawson and put the ball in the Burnley net only to be ruled offside. Fifteen minutes into the half a Smethams centre found Ogden to score the second goal. Two minutes after that Burnley made the game safe with a second goal for Ogden. Mid-way through the second half the Smethams – Ogden combination worked again. Smethams cross finding Ogden’s head to give the inside-forward his hat-trick. Ten minutes from time, a long shot by the Rovers’ Strang, caught the wind and flew into Dawson’s net to give the home side a consolation goal.


At Full Time: Bristol Rovers 1(Strang), Burnley 4 (Ogden 3, Smith)


Attendance: 7,000


--xxx---


The lucky horse-shoe had worked its magic and the chap from Burnley Lane had his vision fulfilled. In Round Two, Burnley were drawn away again, this time against another Southern League side, Crystal Palace. It was Burnley’s first ever visit to huge the arena of The Crystal Palace, home of the Cup Final. Burnley travel companies, Abraham Altham’s and Whittaker’s, were both running excursions to London for the Cup tie. The Burnley team and directors travelled down on the Friday morning. The lucky horse-shoe mascot travelled with them. Sportsman reported that the journey from Burnley to London was the fastest time he had ever experienced, arriving at Euston in 5 hours 14 minutes after setting off from Burnley Bank Top station. It was a frosty dawn on the Saturday morning in Sydenham but once the sun rose above the giant bowl-shaped stadium, the pitch thawed. By kick-off time the manicured surface looked more like a cricket pitch. There was a good home crowd and a number of travelling supporters cheering on Burnley when Alec Leake’s men appeared shortly before the 3:00 pm kick-off. Burnley fielding an unchanged team from the First Round tie at Bristol.


Crystal Palace v Burnley, FA Cup Round Two, The Crystal Palace, Sydenham,


6 February 1909. Kick-Off 3:00 pm


The teams lined up


Crystal Palace: Johnson, Needham, Collyer, Innerd, Ryan, Brearley, Garratt, Lewis, Bauchop, Lawrence, Woodger.


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake, Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Referee: Mr J. W. Bailey (Leicester)


Alec Leake won the toss and Burnley playing in their regular strip, all green shirts and white shorts and played with the wind. The Southern League side began well and Woodger gave Jerry Dawson plenty to do in the first 15 minutes. Burnley came more into the game once they learned what their opponents were capable of. On 30 minutes, Burnley’s Ogden had a goal-scoring opportunity. Johnson in the Palace goal managing to clear off the line. A Crystal Palace penalty claim when Fred Barron brought down Lawrence, was turned down by Mr Bailey.


In the second half, the Burnley travelling crowd started singing their songs, “Oh Antonio” and “Cock Robin” to try and lift their side. Morley and Smethams for Burnley had chances but their efforts were thwarted by Johnson. Jerry Dawson played well all afternoon according to Sportsman and the game drew to a goalless conclusion which was a fair result in the end. As soon as the final whistle went, part of the Burnley crowd invaded the pitch to try and ‘chair’ the players. The crowd caught hold of Dawson and shouldered him all the way to the dressing room.


At Full Time: Crystal Palace 0, Burnley 0


Attendance: 20,000.


--xxx---


The Burnley team returned to their hotel for tea before visiting the Tivoli and afterwards caught the midnight train from Euston back to Burnley, arriving home in the early hours of Sunday morning. Sportsman gave the opposition a lot of credit, and thought that “for a Southern League side,” they were, “a quite good side”.


The two teams met again the following Wednesday afternoon at Turf Moor. Burnley fielded the same side while Palace had one change, Collins coming in at full-back and replacing Lewis. The referee was also changed from the previous encounter. Mr Herbert Bamlett from Gateshead turning out at Turf Moor to replace scheduled referee Mr Bailey.


The cold weather in Burnley had thawed over Monday and Tuesday making the Turf Moor pitch heavy, quite different to the cricket-pitch like conditions Palace had enjoyed at Sydenham. Sportsman gave the pitch and the strange surroundings as two reasons that troubled the visitors on their journey north. Rain early on Wednesday morning made the pitch even heavier. Before kick-off the skies around Burnley were a grey-black. It was cold, windy and teeming rain fell that continued throughout the first half.


Burnley v Crystal Palace FA Cup Round Two Replay Turf Moor, 10th February 1909 Kick-off 3:00 pm


The teams lined up


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake, Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Crystal Palace: Johnson, Collins, Collyer, Innerd, Ryan, Brearley, Garratt, Lawrence, Bauchop, Woodger, Needham


Referee: Mr H. S. Bamlett (Gateshead)


Mr Bamlett brought the two captains together and Alec Leake lost the toss. Palace played in their claret and blue shirts toward the Bee Hole End. In the first half, Sportsman counted that Palace had only three attacks in the first 45 minutes. The play having been mainly at the Cricket Field End as Burnley adapted far better to the wind, the rain and the mud. On five minutes, centre-forward Dick Smith opened the scoring for Burnley. Fifteen minutes later, Smith struck again and made it 2-0, nodding in a cross from Ogden. Three minutes later Moffatt made it three-nil. On 35 minutes, Burnley attacked again down the left flank, Morley centred and Abbott volleyed the ball past Johnson to make it 4-0. With a minute to go before the interval, a superb long-range strike by Cretney flew past a statuesque Johnson to make it Burnley 5, Palace 0 at half time.


Many teams, having scored heavily in the first half, rarely repeat their form in the second period. Changes of tactics by the opposition, fading strength and desire, tired legs all being factors. If that was some sort of text-book rule, then Burnley had not read it. The Palace defence managed to hold Burnley’s forwards at bay for 21 minutes. Even though the rain had ceased, the goals came thick and fast. Abbot made it 6-0 on 66 minutes. On 71 minutes, Smethams got on the score-sheet scoring number seven followed shortly by another from Cretney by which time the crowd and Palace were simply stunned. Eight-nil. A dejected Palace were hoping Bamlett would blow the whistle. But Burnley were not finished. Burnley went on the attack as Dick Smith twisted the knife in deeper. Smith sensing his hat-trick, got it with minutes remaining to make it 9-0. And shortly after referee Bamlett blew his whistle and finally put Crystal Palace out of their misery.


At Full Time: Burnley 9 (Smith 3, Abbott 2, Cretney 2, Moffatt, Smethams), Crystal Palace 0


Attendance: 12,161 (Gate receipts of £393 15s 5d)


--xxx---


It had been an amazing afternoon for the twelve thousand who witnessed it. Sportsman had never seen a performance like it, “…even the most ardent admirer of Burnley never dreamt of anything approaching either the brilliancy of the exhibition or the heavy scoring. Dick Smith probably played the game of his life!”


Burnley had been drawn away again for Round Three. It was another long trip to the capital, this time to play fellow Second Division side Tottenham Hotspur. This would be a much stiffer test. Tottenham had gone all the way and won the Cup in 1901 when they were a Southern League side. Burnley had already played at White Hart Lane in December in the League and had come away on the wrong side of a 4-2 scoreline. With home advantage, the London newspapers were confident of a Tottenham victory at White Hart Lane.


The Burnley team arrived at London Euston early on Friday evening in high spirits. The team, directors and wives made the short journey to Smithfield and their normal base when they played in the capital, the Charterhouse Hotel. After dinner, the Burnley party went to the Adelphi Theatre for an evening of light entertainment and saw, ‘Cinderella’ starring Dan Rolyat, John Humphries and Phyllis Dare.


Around 700 travelling Burnley supporters on one special train, made the journey, arriving in London just before noon. According to Sportsman, “the Burnley spectators were not ashamed to make themselves known by voice and badge. During the morning I saw a few excursionists, wearing, ‘Of the Green’ in the Strand and they were evidently proud of the fact.”


While one Burnley group were taking in the sights of London, a horse attached to a vehicle threw a shoe. A Burnley supporter spotted it and picked it up and gave it in to the club whose lucky horse-shoe collection now equalled four shoes. ‘Lucky’ Burnley were again unchanged from the side that had so easily disposed of Crystal Palace.
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Figure 4: Tottenham Hotspur Team 1908-09


Tottenham Hotspur v Burnley FA Cup Third Round, White Hart Lane,


20 February 1909 Kick-off 3:30 pm


The teams lined up


Tottenham Hotspur: Hewitson, Coquet, Burton, Morris, D. Steel, Darnell, Walton, Minter, V. J. Woodward, B. Steel, Middlemiss.


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake, Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Referee: Mr A. Adams (Nottingham)


D. Steel the Tottenham captain led out the Spurs team wearing their cream jerseys and dark blue knickers followed by Alec Leake leading out ‘The Greens.’ At 3:31 Mr Adams got the match underway.


The pace of the game was fast and furious. The intention of the home side was clearly to put the visitors on the defensive. Woodward, the Spurs centre-forward and celebrated amateur England international, tested Jerry Dawson early on but Leake was equal to the England man in defending. Burnley eventually settled and managed the occasional attack of their own. Following a foul by Darnell for elbowing, Morley had a goal opportunity that Hewitson only just managed to save.


Alec Leake managed his forces well, breaking up Tottenham’s short-passing game plan, marking close and not allowing the opposition to put their combinations together. After ten minutes of stalemate, Sportsman picked up on the restless home crowd who thought their side should have been in front. Burnley continued to repel the Spurs attack. Middlemiss did manage to put the ball past Dawson, for the crowd to roar GOAL! Only to discover that a Spurs player was offside. For the next fifteen minutes Burnley took the game to their hosts. Dick Smith had a run on goal. He passed to Morley on the left, Smith running on and receiving Morley’s return pass. It was a clever move but the Tottenham full backs cleared the danger and at the interval the scores were level at 0-0.


The second period began with another quick burst from Vivian Woodward and the Spurs forward line. Dawson saved splendidly from Minter, finger-tipping the ball over the crossbar. Burnley had chances of their own, mainly from Smith and Ogden. Some good combination work between the front Burnley pair drew applause from around ‘The Lane.’ One clever Burnley effort led to Smith stepping over the ball hoping Ogden who was behind him would have a crack at the Spurs goal, only for the defence to clear. It became an afternoon of chances missed for both sides and Burnley had had enough of their own to have won the contest. The match became a 0-0 stalemate, Burnley came away from White Hart Lane the happier team and the teams would meet again the following Wednesday at Turf Moor.


At Full Time: Tottenham Hotspur 0, Burnley 0


Attendance: 21,372 (Gate receipts of £1,390)


--xxx---


On the day of the replay, a number of Burnley firms had decided to close at lunch-time. Stuttard’s gave their workers a vote to either work or watch the match. The mill engine was stopped shortly after. The same happened at Valley Mills and at Nelson’s which closed on Wednesday dinner-time. Trainloads of spectators arrived in Burnley from as far as Bolton, Leeds and Bradford. One Southern group of Burnley supporters who had followed the team at Crystal Palace, had travelled all the way to Turf Moor from Southampton. At 2:30 pm, Turf Moor was bulging and a decision was made to close the turnstiles with thousands locked outside. Inside the ground there were banners, flags and one Burnley spectator managed to get a 20-foot green and white striped pole through the turnstiles and was waving it in the air.


A number of other Football League clubs were represented at the match. The Manchester United team who would meet the winners of the replay were present; Billy Meredith and his team mates sat on benches along one touchline. The weather was a perfect afternoon for football. It was cold and bright, but with no wind or rain. The pitch was on the soft side and had been sprinkled with sand in the goal areas and the centre-circle. Burnley were once again unchanged while Tottenham had one team change, Brough replacing Morris at half-back.


Burnley v Tottenham Hotspur FA Cup Third Round Replay, Turf Moor, Wednesday 24 February 1909 Kick-off 3:00 pm


The teams lined up


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake, Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Tottenham Hotspur: Hewitson, Coquet, Burton, Brough, D. Steel, Darnell, Walton, Minter, V. Woodward, B. Steel, Middlemiss.


Referee: Mr A. Adams (Nottingham)


Mr Adams once again got proceedings underway as the Spurs captain, Vivian Woodward, won the toss and elected to play toward the Bee Hole End.


Like the first game, Spurs began with their short quick-passing moves while Burnley were happy to spread the play out and go long, bypassing the midfield. The opening exchanges were fairly even. Hewitson in the Spurs goal was called on first, saving a Dick Smith effort. Eleven minutes into the game, Smith found Smethams on the right whose forward run won Burnley their first corner. Smethams centre into a packed penalty area found Walter Abbott who scored with a glancing header to give Burnley the lead to wild cheers around Turf Moor. Burnley held onto their advantage and Dawson had little to do, the half-backs keeping Spurs at bay. Then Smith won the ball in the Spurs half and rounded Coquet. Smith only had Hewitson to beat but the full-back (Coquet), “committed one of the most glaring offences of the game,” said Sportsman. Mr Adams awarded Burnley a free-kick which should have put them further ahead but the ball was cleared. Burnley’s Barron and McLean were called on close to half-time and safely cleared the danger. At the interval, ‘the Greens’ led the Spurs by Abbott’s early goal.


The second half began with Spurs winning a quick corner at the Cricket Field End, the centre cleared by Fred Barron. Burnley came forward, attacking the Bee Hole End. Smethams fed Smith whose shot flew inches off the floor, just wide of Hewitson’s post. But what happened next was something special according to Sportsman.


“Dick Smith received the ball from the right and though Hewitson did all he knew to cover his goal leaving Smith a task something approaching the threading of a needle, he was equal to the task and amid a scene which will not be forgotten for a long time by those who witnessed it, he found the net with a brilliant shot after four minutes.”


Straight from the restart, Burnley’s midfield challenged the Spurs attackers and won the ball back. The ball came out to Ogden who lost his half-back, ran in on goal and shot low past Hewitson and make it 3-0 to Burnley.


“Burnley were all over their opponents,” said Sportsman. Shortly after the third goal Morley should have made it 4-0 but skewed his shot wide. Spurs eventually came more into the game but continued with their short-passing style which Burnley easily broke up and robbed them of the ball on the now churned up surface. With twelve minutes to go, Moffat the Burnley defender was judged to have pulled up Minter inside the penalty area. Coquet took the penalty kick for Spurs who shot straight at Dawson who got a hand to the ball but couldn’t prevent it going in. Spurs attacked in the final ten minutes but had left it too late to pull any more goals back. The Greens deservedly won 3-1 and entered the Fourth Round of the Cup for the first time.


At Full Time: Burnley 3 (Abbott, Smith, Ogden), Tottenham Hotspur 1 (Coquet pen)


Attendance: 23,000 (Record gate receipts of £1,152 for a Turf Moor Cup Tie)


--xxx---


The Quarter-Final draw now read,





Burnley v Manchester United


Derby County v Nottingham Forest


Newcastle United v Sunderland


Glossop North End v Bristol City


It would be an interesting contest at Turf Moor for reasons other than football. Throughout the match, sat on the touchline, was United’s Billy Meredith, the Wales international. Meredith had kept a keen eye on one player in particular, Burnley’s captain, Alec Leake.


The two men had a mutual loathing and hatred of each other.
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Figure 5: Alec Leake and Billy Meredith


Their mutual dislike of each other stemmed from an incident that had taken place between the two men four years previously in 1905. Leake was then captain of Aston Villa and Meredith captain of Manchester City. In the final game of the 1904-05 First Division season, Aston Villa played Manchester City at Villa Park. If City won the match, they could pip Newcastle United to the Championship.


The press reports stated that the game was quite a vicious affair. City’s Sandy Turnbull and Villa’s Alec Leake came to blows during the match (which City lost 3-2) which the Football Association later investigated. During the proceedings Leake claimed that Meredith had offered him a bribe of £10 for his team to throw the match. The Football Association began a further investigation, (Harding, 1998)


“The Football Association banned Meredith from August 4, 1905, to April 30, 1906, which constituted a season-long absence. The player told the Daily Mirror shortly after the ban was imposed that he was “perfectly innocent” and added: “Would any man risk his reputation for a paltry £10? Certainly not. I should not be such a mug to ruin my future and blight my character. If I had not been a Welshman it would have been all right.” (Hackett, 2011)


“During his suspension, Meredith persistently and improperly requested that City pay him his £6 weekly wages - £2 above the salary cap - in addition to any win bonuses. Meredith threatened the club of the consequences should they fail to meet his demands but, in February 1906, City notified the FA of the player’s blackmail attempt. It was an unwise strategy, and Meredith was to claim that he had made the £10 bribe on behalf of the club’s secretary-manager, Tom Maley, and with the consent of several players. “I was only the spokesman of others equally guilty,” he wrote in a letter to the Athletic News. He also credited City’s success to “the fact that the club put aside the rule that no player should be paid more than £4 a week”. (Hackett, 2011)


Meredith’s whistle-blowing sent shockwaves through the Football Association. As a result, the Manchester City manager Tom Maley, and a former chairman were both banned from English football, sine die. Five City directors were dismissed, two directors were suspended for seven months and 17 City players were banned for six months (including Sandy Turnbull). For his trouble, Billy Meredith received the longest ban of all. He was banned from playing football for a total of eighteen months (extending his season-long ban by six months).


A year after the FA’s inquiry, Meredith signed for neighbours Manchester United in May 1906, but he couldn’t play again until his ban was lifted on New Years Day 1907. There he made his debut in a United shirt alongside Sandy Turnbull who had also signed for the Reds. A Meredith inspired United won the Football League Championship the following season. In the 1908-09 FA Cup, United had beaten Brighton in the First Round (1-0), Everton 1-0 in Round Two and Blackburn Rovers 6-1 in Round Three to reach the Quarter-Final. Turf Moor was all set for a showdown between Meredith, Turnbull and Leake.


Following the victory over Tottenham, to squeeze in more spectators for the Quarter-Final, the Burnley Board sanctioned some much needed ground improvements.


The wood and corrugated tin built Star Stand was dismantled and moved back from the pitch 15 yards to create an enclosure for 2,000 people. The stand was then re-built and extended to create additional covered seating for 1,700 more people. Hundreds of tons of mill ashes were brought into the ground to raise the banking all round the stadium while an extra twelve turnstiles were added at the Belvedere Road end. Work went on around the clock to get Turf Moor ready for the visit of United. The admission prices were raised, doubled in fact. Ground admission for adults up from sixpence to a shilling with sixpence for boys and ladies.


Despite two of the harshest winter months having passed, from mid-day on Friday to Saturday morning before the game, an arctic cold-front swept south across Britain. Temperatures fell below freezing and snow came to the high-ground in blizzards. With deep drifts in the Peak District, the first Quarter-Final called off was the Derby County v. Nottingham Forest tie. The pitches at Newcastle and Glossop were cleared and would go ahead. (With poor weather conditions right across the country, out of 23 League One and Two matches that kicked-off on that Saturday, only 13 managed to play to a finish.)


Burnley v Manchester United FA Cup Quarter Final, Turf Moor Saturday 6 March 1909 Kick-off 3:30 pm


The Turf Moor turnstiles opened quite early at 11:30 on Saturday and from then on a steady stream of spectators from Burnley, some wearing the green and white and a number from Manchester in their red and white favours, filled the ground. Before the start, match referee Herbert Bamlett came out to inspect the Turf Moor playing surface. He was accompanied by Charlie Roberts the United skipper and Burnley’s Alec Leake. The pitch was already covered in snow and Bamlett asked the ground staff for the side lines to be swept clear. He was satisfied the match could begin at the scheduled time. The Daily Graphic of 13 March 1909 carried a photograph showing the Turf Moor crowd in jovial mood with little sign on the terraces of how poor conditions on the pitch actually were. Snow continued to fall, and as 3:30 pm approached the temperature dropped further as the teams lined up to kick-off. Burnley were once again unchanged from the side that had beaten Spurs and it was clear early on that the awful weather had kept a lot of people away.


The Teams lined up:


Burnley: Dawson, Barron, McLean, Cretney, Leake(c), Moffatt, Morley, Ogden, Smith, Abbott, Smethams.


Manchester United: Moger, Stacey, Hayes, Duckworth, Roberts(c), Bell, Meredith, Halse, Turnbull J., Turnbull A., Wall.


Referee: Mr H. S. Bamlett (Gateshead)


Alec Leake beat Charlie Roberts to the toss and the Green’s played with the wind at their backs toward the Cricket Field End. It was clear that the players on both sides were struggling to stay on their feet, but Burnley seemed to cope with the conditions slightly better than United. Burnley won the first corner of the game only for Stacey to clear. Following some early action by Dawson, Burnley attacked through the centre with Dick Smith who headed a Smethams cross just over the United crossbar. Then Cretney had a goal chance that was dealt with by Moger. On 15 minutes, Smethams got a good centre into the United box, Ogden won the ball and his shot flew past Moger and into the United net! Burnley were in front and through no fluke. Ogden’s goal had stunned Meredith’s men. Straight after the re-start, Burnley won the ball in midfield and pressed forward again down the left. Moger was called on three times in succession. First an effort from Smith, and then Ogden twice, whose second attempt on 20 minutes should have put Burnley 2-0 ahead, his shot striking the inside of Mogers’ post, the ball re-bounding to safety. Burnley won two successive corners and maintained the pressure, looking for that second goal.


Sportsman declared that, “play was pretty vigorous” and Ogden was badly fouled near the edge of the United penalty area. Shortly after, Dawson rushed out from his goal to stop an attack from Alec (Sandy) Turnbull. The two players collided, with Turnbull needing attention from the trainer. Dawson saved a Halse effort with a superb diving save, getting his fingers to the ball and sending it out for a corner and shortly after, referee Bamlett signalled for half-time, with Burnley leading 1-0.


United started the second half and now had the advantage of the wind and the snow behind them. Sportsman on the state of the weather at the start of the second half, “The snowfall was heavier now than before and in the course of a few minutes the fleecy flakes descended more copiously than ever and approached a blizzard.” Play continued regardless. Ogden once again found himself fouled on the edge of the United penalty area – but where was the line? Bamlett rejected the Burnley forwards’ appeal for a penalty. Burnley appeared the more confident, and on occasion showed neat footwork despite the falling snow and slippy surface. Shortly after, Barron and McLean were both injured. Barron limping away from a challenge while Mclean was winded in a tussle with Billy Meredith who had been fairly inconspicuous throughout the game. “Send him off” was shouted from the crowd. McLean got up and just got on with matters. “After attention he was as lively as ever for after defeating the Welshman once he intercepted him again, but in his rush he [Meredith] slid along the ground for half a dozen yards, ‘barking’ his shoulders in the process,” said Sportsman. After this incident, the Burnley goal was under siege for about 15 minutes according to Sportsman. The intensity of the snowstorm increased. United were on the attack but the Burnley players stood fast. A frozen Jerry Dawson, his blue jersey crusted in snow, pulled off a series of fine saves which the crowd loudly cheered. The match had gone past the three-quarter mark when with eighteen minutes left, Mr Bamlett was approached by Charlie Roberts.


“The stubborn nature of the defence evidently broke the hearts of the besiegers and overtures were made by the United captain [Roberts] to the referee to stop the game. Burnley, getting relief, carried the war into the enemy’s camp on two or three occasions. Referee Bamlett then sounded a cessation and consulted his linesmen re the abandonment of the game. Burnley were in the United half when the game was stopped and leading 1-0.” (Burnley Express)


Result: Match Abandoned on 72 minutes (snowstorm) with Burnley leading Manchester United 1-0 (Ogden)


Attendance: 15,471 (Gate Receipts of £1,089 5s)


--xxx---


The home crowd were stunned at Bamlett’s decision. To have allowed the match to first of all start but then to see it though to half time where he could have evaluated the situation, and then for the sides to appear again for the second period was unbelievable. It was clear that United captain Charlie Roberts had appealed to Bamlett for the game to be abandoned while Burnley’s Alec Leake wanted to play on.


The Daily Mail’s reporter at the match said,


“The Cup-tie at Turf Moor was abandoned with 18 minutes to go because of the blizzard which had raged from the previous midnight becoming worse than ever. The sleety storm was bad enough to have justified the referee in refusing to begin at all, and, curiously enough the weather improved ten minutes after the teams had retired to the extent which would have enabled the game to be played out in comparitive comfort... Mr Bamlett explained to a Daily Mail representative that the increase in the gales severity and the fact that officials and players were benumbed by the cold dictated his action. Burnley took the game to United and with the wind at their backs outplayed the League Champions in the first half. Young Dawson in the Burnley goal displayed a wonderful resource and was never in difficulties.”


(Daily Mail 8/3/1909)


After Burnley scored and as the second half the conditions worsened, Charbel Boujaoude alleges in his book, Manchester United - Legends of a Bygone Era,


“Referee Bamlett was so cold he couldnt blow the whistle. So Manchester United captain Charlie Roberts felt in Bamlett’s pocket, pulled out his whistle and blew it for him and abandoned the match!” Strangely, the local reporter at the Burnley Express, Sportsman makes no mention of this incident anywhere in his match report. Nor did the national papers.


After the match, the captains were interviewed by Press journalists. According to Sportsman, an aggrieved Burnley captain Alec Leake said, “I think it is hard lines for Burnley, and I should say the same even if we had not been a goal ahead. The weather was bad, but after playing so long we ought to have finished the match. I am absolutely confident we should have kept them out to the end – they would never have scored. As for being fit, every man here was able and willing to see it out – weren’t you boys?” A chorus of “YES” confirmed his opinion. “We should have beaten them on merits,” he concluded, “ as we shall do in the end.” “We may have no’class’ players, as some critics say, but we are eleven triers, and don’t you forget it!”
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