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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Superman/Batman was a monthly comic book series published by DC Comics that featured the publisher's two most popular characters: Superman and Batman. Superman/Batman premiered in August 2003 and was an update of the previous series, World's Finest Comics, in which Superman and Batman regularly joined forces. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 653 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Flash is an American action television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg, and Geoff Johns, airing on The CW. It is based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen / Flash, a costumed crimefighter with the power to move at superhuman speeds. It is a spin-off from Arrow, existing in the same fictional universe. The series follows Barry Allen, portrayed by Grant Gustin, a crime scene investigator who gains superhuman speed, which he uses to fight criminals, including others who have also gained superhuman abilities. The Flash was renewed in March 2016 for a third season, which premiered on October 4, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a fourth season, which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017. As of May 23, 2017, 69 episodes of The Flash have aired, concluding the third season. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lucifer is an American fantasy police procedural comedy-drama television series developed by Tom Kapinos that premiered on Fox on January 25, 2016. It features a character created by Neil Gaiman, Sam Kieth, and Mike Dringenberg taken from the comic book series The Sandman, who later became the protagonist of the spin-off comic book series Lucifer written by Mike Carey, both published by DC Comics' Vertigo imprint. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 286 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Captain America is a fictional character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by cartoonists Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, the character first appeared in Captain America Comics #1 (cover dated March 1941) from Timely Comics, a predecessor of Marvel Comics. Captain America was designed as a patriotic supersoldier who often fought the Axis powers of World War II and was Timely Comics' most popular character during the wartime period. The popularity of superheroes waned following the war and the Captain America comic book was discontinued in 1950, with a short-lived revival in 1953. Since Marvel Comics revived the character in 1964, Captain America has remained in publication. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 1207 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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List of Gotham episodes






Gotham is an American crime-drama television series developed by Bruno Heller[image: External link], based on characters appearing in and published by DC Comics in their Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. The series stars Ben McKenzie as the young Gordon, while Heller executive produces along with Danny Cannon, who also directed the pilot. As originally conceived, the series would have served as a straightforward story of Gordon's early days on the Gotham City police force.

As of June 5, 2017, 66 episodes of Gotham have aired, concluding the third season. In May 2017, Fox renewed the series for a fourth season.[1]
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	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(in millions)



	
	1
	22
	September 22, 2014
	May 4, 2015
	68
	7.56[2]



	
	2
	22
	September 21, 2015
	May 23, 2016
	89
	5.37[3]



	
	3
	22
	September 19, 2016
	June 5, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
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 Season 1 (2014–15)






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller[image: External link]
	September 22, 2014
	276072
	8.21[4]



	Rookie detective James Gordon and his partner Harvey Bullock are assigned to the case of the murder of Thomas (Grayson McCouch) and Martha Wayne (Brette Taylor), which was witnessed by street orphan Selina Kyle. Gordon meets the Waynes' son, Bruce, and promises the boy that he will find the killer. Their investigation leads them to a parolee named Mario Pepper, whom Bullock shoots when he flees and attacks Gordon. They discover that Pepper had been framed, leading them to mobster Fish Mooney, an associate of Don Carmine Falcone. Mooney has them captured, but Falcone spares them upon his arrival. In exchange, Falcone orders Gordon to kill Oswald Cobblepot, a low-level member of Mooney's gang and informant for Gotham MCU investigators Renee Montoya and Crispus Allen. Gordon fakes Cobblepot's death, and tells him never to return to Gotham. Gordon and Bullock are celebrated for solving the Wayne murders, but Gordon confesses the truth to Bruce and his butler, Alfred Pennyworth. As Gordon leaves, Selina is seen lingering around the borders of Wayne Manor.



	2
	2
	"Selina Kyle"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller
	September 29, 2014
	4X6652
	7.45[8]



	The murder of a homeless man leads Gordon and Bullock to investigate the abductions of street kids by Patti (Lili Taylor[image: External link]) and Doug (Frank Whaley), who are underlings of Dr. Francis Dulmacher, A.K.A the Dollmaker,[5][6][7] and have been posing as members of the Mayor's Homeless Outreach Program. Meanwhile, Oswald Cobblepot takes refuge in a rented trailer after his faked death, plotting his return to Gotham City. After Patti and Doug escape, with Quillinformer worker Morry Quillan (Wayne Duvall[image: External link]) captured, Mayor Aubrey James (Richard Kind) announces plans to help Gotham's homeless kids, which involves rounding them up and shipping them out of town. Patti and Doug return and hijack one of the buses of street kids, including Selina Kyle. After Bullock's interrogation of Quillan, Gordon obtains a clue that leads to Trident International Shipping. Gordon and Bullock arrive and catch Patti and Doug while encountering Kyle. While Bruce has plans to find a way to help the children, Gordon meets with Kyle who states that she has been watching him during his visits with Bruce and might have some information on the person who shot the Waynes.



	3
	3
	"The Balloonman"
	Dermott Downs
	John Stephens
	October 6, 2014
	4X6653
	6.36[9]



	Gordon and Bullock track a vigilante who targets corrupt Gotham citizens and nicknamed "Balloonman" for strapping his victims to weather balloons. Montoya and Allen question Gordon about Cobblepot, who returns to Gotham to get revenge on Mooney. He gets a job at Don Sal Maroni's restaurant, and is befriended by Maroni (David Zayas) himself. Mooney arranges for Falcone's lover Natalia to be disfigured in a phony mugging after Falcone's men severely beat a waiter with whom Mooney had been sexually coupled. Gordon realizes that "Balloonman" is social worker Davis Lamond (Dan Bakkedahl), who was driven to become the Balloonman because of corrupt officials refusing to aid children on the streets. He warns Gordon that more vigilantes will follow in his path. At his apartment later, Gordon receives a surprise visit from Cobblepot.



	4
	4
	"Arkham"
	TJ Scott
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	October 13, 2014
	4X6654
	6.39[10]



	Gordon learns of the Arkham Plan when he visits Bruce Wayne, where Alfred mentions that Falcone and Mayor James are backing the project that will improve the Arkham District. An unnamed hitman (Hakeem Kae-Kazim) has been targeting the city council members involved in the Arkham Project. After an attack on Maroni's restaurant by three masked men, Cobblepot is promoted to restaurant manager by Maroni, following his action of saving a bag of money and the death of the previous manager. Mooney pits two female singers against each other for her nightclub job opening, with the winner being Liza. Mayor James holds a conference about the Arkham Plan, announcing that Falcone will handle small housing development projects and Maroni will be refurbishing the Asylum. Later, Cobblepot kills the three masked robbers who had attacked Maroni's restaurant, who it turns out had been hired for just that purpose by Cobblepot himself, by serving them poisoned cannoli.



	5
	5
	"Viper"
	Tim Hunter[image: External link]
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	October 20, 2014
	4X6655
	6.09[11]



	Bruce plans to find a way to speak to the board members of Wayne Enterprises to learn their connections to the Arkham District Project. A new drug called "Viper" (which is a prototype of Venom[image: External link]) is hitting the street, which endows the user with super-strength, but eventually kills them. Maroni plans to rob a casino owned by Falcone, and Cobblepot reveals his past. Gordon learns that "Viper" is being distributed at a charity event held by WellZyn and Wayne Enterprises. Gordon shoots the canister on the roof and former WellZyn employee Stan Potolsky (Daniel London) is exposed, jumping off as he suggests they check out Warehouse 39, where Gordon and Bullock later find nothing. As Mooney makes plans to conspire against Falcone with her lover and Russian mob boss Nikolai, a disguised Liza visits him in the park where she shares her opera music with him.



	6
	6
	"Spirit of the Goat"
	TJ Scott
	Ben Edlund
	October 27, 2014
	4X6656
	5.89[12]



	Ten years ago, a masked killer calling himself the "Spirit of the Goat" targeted the first born of Gotham City's elite. The Goat targets a girl named Shelley Lawson, which leads a younger Bullock and his partner Detective Dix (Dan Hedaya) to try and rescue her. When Lawson is found dead, they find the killer, Randall Milkie, who claims that "Randall Milkie is dead" as he tries to attack them. Milkie is shot down by Bullock after Dix falls through a trap door and ends up badly injured. Ten years later, Bullock finds Robert Hastings' daughter, Amanda, murdered by someone with the same "Goat" motive. Upon surgery, Harvey sees a penny inside her neck, Milkie's trademark, which only he and Dix knew, which meant that he was not an imposter. They find out that Hastings' psychotherapist Dr. Marks (Susan Misner) hypnotized both Milkie and the new killer to become the Goat to scare Gotham City's rich and corrupt. The "murder" of Cobblepot is also investigated, with Gordon the prime suspect as Montoya and Allen finally find a witness near the river. When they attempt to arrest Gordon and Bullock, Cobblepot enters the police station, causing friction between Bullock and Gordon.



	7
	7
	"Penguin's Umbrella"
	Rob Bailey
	Bruno Heller
	November 3, 2014
	4X6657
	6.63[13]



	Gordon takes Barbara to the bus station, telling her to leave Gotham. Cobblepot leads Maroni enforcer Frankie Carbone and two other henchmen to Nikolai's hideout, killing him and Carbone. The escalating mob war is put down with a land trade between the two mafia families. A drunken Bullock re-evaluates his choice for helping Gordon, and the two partners attempt to arrest the mayor and Falcone, but they give up when it is revealed that Falcone and hitman Victor Zsasz have Barbara, who had come back to try and negotiate with Falcone for Gordon. As Falcone later tends to his chickens, Cobblepot visits him, and Falcone tells him that everything is going as Cobblepot predicted. In a flashback to the night they had met Gordon, it is shown that Cobblepot and Falcone had formed a deal, in which Falcone would place Gordon in charge of killing Cobblepot, giving Cobblepot a chance at surviving, and in exchange, Cobblepot would forge an alliance with Maroni, snitching for Falcone. Cobblepot tells Falcone that Mooney and Nikolai are conspiring against him.



	8
	8
	"The Mask"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	John Stephens
	November 10, 2014
	4X6658
	6.35[14]



	Bruce returns to school, where he has some trouble with the students, including Tommy Elliot (Cole Vallis), who made fun of his parents' death and asks Alfred to teach him how to defend himself. Gordon and Bullock investigate Richard Sionis (Todd Stashwick[image: External link]) who is hosting an illegal and deadly fight club where the victims are those who applied for Sionis Investments. Meanwhile, Liza's loyalty to Fish Mooney begins to falter when she learns of Mooney's plan to eventually kill Don Falcone, but Mooney presses her to steal a ledger from the Falcone's office that may be used to incriminate him. When Gordon is caught at the site of the fight club, Bullock asks GCPD for help finding Gordon. After "The Mask" and those involved are arrested, Gordon is informed by Detective Alvarez that Selina was apprehended after robbing a dress store.



	9
	9
	"Harvey Dent"
	Karen Gaviola
	Ken Woodruff
	November 17, 2014
	4X6659
	6.49[15]



	Gordon has Selina placed at Wayne Manor for her safety. During a prison transport from Blackgate Penitentiary to St. Mark Psychiatric Hospital, insane bomb maker Ian Hargrove (Leslie Odom Jr.[image: External link]) is taken by the Russian mob, who are working against Falcone following Nikolai's death. Gordon meets with Harvey Dent, who suspects tycoon Dick Lovecraft may be behind the Wayne murders. When Gordon and Bullock find Hargrove at an abandoned metal factory, they are ambushed by Russian mob thugs who make off with Hargrove. Manipulated by Fish Mooney, the new Russian boss Gregor Kasyanov (Steve Cirbus) and his crew targets Falcone's cache of money, but when a police standoff ensues, the Russians' armored truck explodes via remote control by Butch Gilzean. Oswald visits Liza at her apartment, telling her that he knows that she is a spy for Fish and that he won't tell Falcone. At a press conference, Mayor James states that Arkham Asylum will be reopened to house the criminally insane, including Ian Hargrove. Later that night, Gordon leaves a message on Barbara's phone, unaware that she has gone back to sleeping with Renee Montoya.



	10
	10
	"Lovecraft"
	Guy Ferland
	Rebecca Dameron
	November 24, 2014
	4X6660
	6.05[20]



	Assassins led by Copperhead[16][17][18] infiltrate Wayne Manor, but Bruce and Selina escape into the city. Alfred seeks Gordon and Bullock's help to find the pair. Dent suspects that Dick Lovecraft is connected to the Wayne murders and hired the assassins to cover his tracks. However, Gordon learns Lovecraft is also being targeted to hide what he knows; the assassins kill Lovecraft in a staged suicide, planting Gordon's gun at the scene. Following the armory fiasco, Cobblepot tells Falcone that Mooney has a mole in his ranks, but lies that he doesn't yet know who it is. Selina determines the assassins are after her, and she and Bruce encounter Ivy Pepper.[19] The assassins find Selina and Bruce, but Selina escapes while Bullock and Alfred arrive and rescue Bruce. Selina later kisses Bruce and returns to living on the streets. Following Lovecraft's "suicide", Mayor James reassigns Gordon to Arkham Asylum.



	11
	11
	"Rogues' Gallery"
	Oz Scott
	Sue Chung
	January 5, 2015
	4X6661
	7.06[23]



	While working guard duty at Arkham Asylum under Dr. Gerry Lang (Isiah Whitlock, Jr.), Gordon investigates a series of attacks on prisoners with the help of Dr. Leslie "Lee" Thompkins (Morena Baccarin). Mooney discusses her plan to overthrow Don Falcone with underboss Jimmy Saviano. Saviano wants to be the new boss, but Mooney is sure she is the best candidate. Oswald Cobblepot is arrested by the police for trying to further extort some fishermen already paying protection money to Sal Maroni. Cobblepot is bailed out by Maroni, who initiated the arrest to teach Cobblepot a lesson about hubris. Montoya breaks off her relationship with Barbara. Gordon, Bullock, and Essen discover that the person attacking prisoners was Jack Gruber[21][22] (Christopher Heyerdahl), who then escapes from Arkham with his associate Aaron Danzig (Kevin McCormick), after killing several guards and Dr. Lang. Saviano tries to get Butch Gilzean to join his crew and renounce Mooney, but Gilzean kills Saviano instead.



	12
	12
	"What the Little Bird Told Him"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Ben Edlund
	January 19, 2015
	4X6662
	6.50[24]



	Jack Gruber and Aaron Danzig escape from Arkham Asylum and rampage through Gotham. James Gordon promises the Commissioner he will arrest Gruber within 24 hours. Edward Nygma learns Gruber is a former Mafia bank robber who was betrayed by Salvatore Maroni. Gordon and Bullock put Maroni under protective custody to use as bait to attract Gruber to the police station. Gruber and Danzig attack the station, but Gordon thwarts them by shorting out Gruber's electrical apparatus with water. Fish Mooney makes her move against Falcone by "abducting" Liza and extorting him into signing his crime family over to Mooney's gang. Falcone nearly goes through with the deal, but Cobblepot informs him that Liza is Mooney's mole. Falcone confronts Mooney, has his mercenaries take both her and Butch Gilzean prisoner, and strangles Liza to death. Cobblepot inherits Mooney's nightclub and what's left of her gang. For living up to his end of the deal, Gordon is reinstated as a detective.



	13
	13
	"Welcome Back, Jim Gordon"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	January 26, 2015
	4X6663
	6.04[25]



	Fish Mooney is tortured by Falcone's servant, but Butch Gilzean frees himself and rescues her. A homicide witness is murdered while under custody at GCPD. Gordon comes to suspect Detective Arnold Flass is behind this, and asks Cobblepot for information on Flass. Bruce asks Selina about his parents' killer, but she reveals she lied about seeing the man's face to avoid being sent to juvenile hall. Nygma gives Kristen Kringle a romantic greeting card, but Flass finds it and mocks him; Kringle later apologizes to Nygma and admits she found the card thoughtful. Cobblepot sends Gordon evidence that exposes Flass' involvement in the witness' death, and Flass is arrested. Mooney and Butch confront Cobblepot at the nightclub, but Victor Zsasz arrives and recaptures Butch. Mooney escapes and lays low, but vows to take revenge against Cobblepot.



	14
	14
	"The Fearsome Dr. Crane"
	John Behring
	John Stephens
	February 2, 2015
	4X6664
	5.79[26]



	Gordon and Bullock investigate a serial killer who is targeting members of a fear support group and extracting their adrenal glands. The killer turns out to be Gerald Crane (Julian Sands), the father of Jonathan Crane (Charlie Tahan); Gordon and Bullock are able to save one of his victims, but Crane evades capture. In light of Selina's recent claim of false witness towards his parents' killer's identity, Bruce absolves Gordon of his promise to find him. Mooney informs Maroni that Cobblepot has been working against him. Maroni tries to kill Cobblepot, who escapes. At the GCPD, Edward Nygma frames the medical examiner Dr. Guerra for hoarding body parts after Guerra has him suspended for his repeated corpse probing. After Guerra's suspension, Gordon informs Dr. Lee Thompkins (whom he is now dating) that a job has opened up for her as GCPD's medical examiner. Mooney tries to leave Gotham City, but is captured by mercenaries.



	15
	15
	"The Scarecrow"
	Nick Copus
	Ken Woodruff
	February 9, 2015
	4X6665
	5.63[27]



	Gordon and Bullock investigate Gerald Crane's background and learn his wife died in a fire that he was too scared to rescue her from; believing fear is a human flaw, he is now harvesting adrenal glands in order to create a serum that makes people confront and overcome their greatest fears. Mooney and others are imprisoned by organ harvesters; she kills the prisoners' leader and takes his place. Bruce continues a yearly family tradition by going on a hiking trip in the woods, albeit alone for the first time. He finds himself unprepared for the dangers of the forest, but Alfred eventually joins him for the campout. Maroni speaks with Falcone and agrees to let Cobblepot live, but only until Falcone's eventual death. After using the serum on himself and losing his ability to feel fear, Crane injects his son Jonathan with a much larger dose. Gordon and Bullock arrive and kill Crane in a gunfight. Jonathan is rushed to the hospital, but the serum has sent him into a state of constant terror, and he may never stop hallucinating his greatest fear: scarecrows (formidophobia).



	16
	16
	"The Blind Fortune Teller"
	Jeffrey Hunt[image: External link]
	Bruno Heller
	February 16, 2015
	4X6666
	6.19[28]



	Barbara returns to Gotham to find Ivy and Selina squatting in her apartment. Gordon and Lee investigate the murder of Lila Valeska, a snake dancer with Haly's Circus, and the Flying Graysons and the Lloyds are suspects. Gordon determines that Lila's son Jerome (Cameron Monaghan) is the killer; when questioned, Jerome admits he killed his mother for being a "nagging, drunken whore" and laughs maniacally. When business begins to decrease at Oswald Cobblepot's club, Zsasz brings in Butch Gilzean, who is knowledgeable about maintaining clubs and whom Zsasz has spent days torturing and reforming into a submissive servant for Cobblepot. Taking advice from Selina and Ivy, Barbara attempts to reunite with Gordon, but changes her mind after she sees him kissing Lee. Bruce holds a board meeting at Wayne Enterprises and voices concern to the executives that the company is involved with the mob. John Grayson and Mary Lloyd get engaged after the dispute between the two families are resolved. Mooney manages to get a meeting with the organ harvesters' boss, and is led out of the prison.



	17
	17
	"Red Hood"
	Nathan Hope
	Danny Cannon
	February 23, 2015
	4X6667
	6.53[29]



	A crew of bank robbers heists a bank, they throw some of stolen money into to crowd to ensure their escape. Gordon and Bullock track down a member named Gus Floyd (Michael Goldsmith) who called himself the Red Hood[image: External link], but find him dead in the hideout. After another robbery led by Carl Destro (Jonny Coyne), who took the position of the Red Hood's trademark mask, Gordon and Bullock track him to his house where they find him wounded. With information given by Destro, the police find and gun down the remainder of the gang (Peter Brensinger, Peter Albrink & Kevin T. Collins) in a shootout. Meanwhile, Oswald Cobblepot struggles from Maroni's actions against the restaurant, but Butch uses some cops on his payroll to seize Maroni's supplies. Fish Mooney discovers that the facility she is kept in is run by the Dollmaker. When his manager (Jeffrey Combs) tries to take her eye for organ trade purposes, she removes it herself and destroys it before passing out. An old comrade of Alfred, Reginald Payne (David O'Hara), visits him in Wayne Manor and stays over night. On the next day, however, he steals some of Bruce Wayne's files, stabs Alfred to evade capture and reports to Wayne Enterprises Board of Directors.



	18
	18
	"Everyone Has a Cobblepot"
	Bill Eagles
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	March 2, 2015
	4X6668
	6.10[30]



	At the hospital, Alfred struggles from his wounds but refuses to implicate Payne. Gordon and Harvey Dent investigate the sudden release and reinstatement of Arnold Flass by Commissioner Loeb. Bullock reveals that Loeb has been collecting information on police officers who have committed mob murders, which Loeb uses to control and blackmail them; in Bullock's case, Loeb forced him to falsely confess to providing illegitimate evidence against Flass. Investigating a triad bookmaking office and interrogating Loeb's former partner, Gordon learns that Loeb has ties with Falcone, being in his pocket. With the help of Oswald Cobblepot, Gordon and Bullock investigate Loeb's uptown farm, where they find Loeb's psychotic daughter Miriam (Nicholle Tom) being kept in the attic. After Miriam confesses to the murder of her mother, Gordon uses that information to terminate Bullock's case by blackmailing Loeb. Meanwhile, Fish Mooney finally meets the Dollmaker (Colm Feore), who provides her with a new sky-blue irised eye and allows her to prove herself in order to become his right hand woman. Later, Fish discovers much to her dismay that the prison facility is situated on an isolated island.



	19
	19
	"Beasts of Prey"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Ken Woodruff
	April 13, 2015
	4X6669
	4.50[31]



	Despite Gordon's warning, Bruce still goes after Reginald Payne with Selina's help. Payne confesses that he was hired by Wayne Enterprises' Board of Directors. When Payne threatens to tell the Board that Bruce is coming after them, Selina pushes Payne out a window after Bruce initially moves to but hesitates, presumably killing him. Gordon and Bullock investigate a cold case murder. Upon Nygma discovering a painting of a broken heart as the key evidence, Bullock realizes that the serial killer called "the Ogre" (Milo Ventimiglia) is behind the murder. Harvey then states that everyone who tried to investigate Ogre lost their loved ones. A flashback of a victimized girl reveals the killer's motives and him keeping her prisoner for some time, until he realizes she isn't a fit for his desire, so he kills her. Meanwhile, Oswald negotiates with a bar's owner (Barbara Rosenblat) to do business, but his real intention is to kill Maroni in this bar. Mooney succeeds in escaping with the rest of the crew from Dollmaker's island, but is shot during the takeoff by the Catcher. It is revealed that Gordon was set up by Commissioner Loeb, but Gordon still goes after the killer and threatens Loeb that he will be next.



	20
	20
	"Under the Knife"
	TJ Scott
	John Stephens
	April 20, 2015
	4X6670
	4.44[32]



	The "Ogre" calls Gordon and threatens to kill someone he loves if Gordon does not stop the investigation. Following the incident with Reggie, Bruce and Selina attend Wayne Enterprises' Charity Ball with Barbara Kean, where Selina steals keys from Sid Banderslaw (Michael Potts[image: External link]), one of the Wayne Enterprises executives who sent Reggie to Wayne Manor. Cobblepot allies himself with Irish hitmen in hopes of killing Maroni, but Maroni visits the club and reveals to Oswald's mother that her son is a killer. Nygma tries to protect Kristin Kringle from her abusive boyfriend Tom Dougherty, but goes too far when he stabs him to death and has a psychotic breakdown. Investigating the Ogre's first victim, Gordon, Bullock, and Essen identify the killer as Jason Lennon, who saw Gordon with Barbara at the Charity Gallery some time ago, meaning she is the target. The Ogre approaches Barbara at the Ball and brings her to his home.



	21
	21
	"The Anvil or the Hammer"
	Paul Edwards
	Jordan Harper
	April 27, 2015
	4X6671
	4.58[33]



	Jason "The Ogre" Lennon holds Barbara captive and forces her at knifepoint to choose his next victim. Nygma disposes of Dougherty's body and forges a letter from him breaking up with Kringle. Bruce sneaks into Bunderslaw's office to open his safe, but Bunderslaw was expecting Bruce and has removed the incriminating documents. He reveals that Bruce's father knew of Wayne Enterprises' illegal activities but kept quiet. Afterwards, junior executive Lucius Fox (Chris Chalk) gives Bruce some cryptic words about his father, explaining that he did not approve of the company's crimes. Bruce confesses his and Selina's murder of Reggie to Alfred. Cobblepot sends the Irish hitmen to kill Maroni, but it is a setup designed by Cobblepot to frame Falcone and start a war between the two mob bosses. Gordon and Bullock locate Lennon's apartment, but he and Barbara have already left for her parents' mansion. There, they find Barbara's parents dead, and Gordon kills Lennon after a standoff. Later, Gordon reassures Lee that he no longer loves Barbara. Maroni begins attacking Falcone's men, and Captain Essen calls all GCPD officers to remain on duty during the upcoming gang war.



	22
	22
	"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller
	May 4, 2015
	4X6672
	4.93[34]



	The mob war between Falcone and Maroni escalates. Cobblepot attempts to kill Falcone himself and take his place, but Gordon intervenes. As Maroni's men approach, Gordon and Bullock bring Falcone, Cobblepot, and Butch to a safe house, but Fish Mooney's new gang (with Selina Kyle amongst its recruits) take them captive. Maroni arrives, but Cobblepot manipulates him and Mooney into a dispute over mob leadership. Mooney eventually shoots Maroni dead. Gordon, Bullock, and Falcone escape in the ensuing chaos. Cobblepot fights and throws Mooney off the roof into the water, becoming Gotham's new crime lord. Barbara undergoes trauma counseling with Lee, but turns out to have been driven insane by her ordeal with the Ogre; she reveals she killed her parents and attacks Lee, who neutralizes her in self-defense. When Kristen Kringle suspects him of involvement in Dougherty's disappearance, Nygma has a paranoid outburst and speaks to a second personality. Falcone retires from the mob. Believing his father led a secret life and remembering a subtle clue from Lucius Fox, Bruce discovers a hidden stairwell behind the fireplace.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season 2 (2015–16)






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	Rise of the Villains [35]



	23
	1
	"Damned If You Do..."
	Danny Cannon
	Bruno Heller[image: External link]
	September 21, 2015
	4X6201
	4.57[38]



	Gordon is fired and Bullock resigns from the police. Gordon works with Cobblepot, now a crime boss, to force Commissioner Loeb to reinstate Gordon as a detective and resign as police commissioner in exchange for Gordon collecting a debt from someone and regretfully killing them to protect himself. Meanwhile, several inmates of Arkham Asylum including Barbara Kean, Aaron Helzinger, Jerome Valeska, Arnold Dobkins, Richard Sionis and Robert Greenwood are broken out of the asylum by Theo Galavan (James Frain) and his sister/enforcer, Tabitha Galavan[36][37] (Jessica Lucas). All but Sionis agree to join forces with Galavan; Sionis is strangled to death for his refusal. Bruce and Alfred discover a secret room at the end of the staircase.



	24
	2
	"Knock, Knock"
	Rob Bailey
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	September 28, 2015
	4X6202
	4.65[39]



	Bruce fires Alfred when the latter interferes with his exploring his father's computer, but changes his mind when Alfred agrees to physically train him so he can confront his parents' killer. Galavan kidnaps the mayor and his group of "Maniax" begin a public murder spree for the sake of publicity. The Maniax attack GCPD and kill several police officers, including Essen; Nygma is wounded saving Miss Kringle during the massacre. Following this, Bullock rejoins the force to stop the Maniax.



	25
	3
	"The Last Laugh"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	John Stephens
	October 5, 2015
	4X6203
	4.33[40]



	Gordon and Bullock search for Jerome, but discover Paul Cicero (Jerome's father) already murdered, Galavan reveals that his family built Gotham and he is seeking revenge on those who tarnished his family name. Galavan attends a charity event that Alfred, Bruce and Leslie Thompkins also attend, which turns out to be an elaborate ruse wherein Galavan kills Jerome and is perceived to be a hero; he announces his candidacy for mayor. Several Gotham citizens see Jerome's actions on television and begin having mental breakdowns.



	26
	4
	"Strike Force"
	TJ Scott
	Danny Cannon
	October 12, 2015
	4X6204
	4.17[41]



	Nathaniel Barnes (Michael Chiklis), a new captain of the GCPD, arrives to clean up department and end corruption. With Gordon's assistance, they recruit several aspiring police trainees from the Police Academy in order to form an elite team to accomplish that goal. Galavan kidnaps Cobblepot's mother and blackmails Cobblepot into murdering all of the other candidates so that Galavan can run for mayor unopposed. When Selina begins looking for Bruce at his prep school, she is ordered off by Alfred because of her killing of Reggie. Shortly afterwards, Bruce meets with Galavan to thank him for saving his life during the charity event and meets Galavan's niece, Silver St. Cloud (Natalie Alyn Lind). Nygma and Miss Kringle have a romantic evening together. As Cobblepot begins to have Butch quietly search for his mother, Captain Barnes directs the strike force to target Cobblepot.



	27
	5
	"Scarification"
	Bill Eagles
	Jordan Harper
	October 19, 2015
	4X6205
	4.19[42]



	Cobblepot and Butch bring a chest to Galavan in his penthouse, revealing a kidnapped Sid Bunderslaw, where Tabitha removes one of his eyes. Meanwhile, the GCPD Strike Force, led by Captain Barnes and Gordon busts one of Cobblepot's money laundering house, where they're nearly killed by a man with a rocket-propelled grenade. Galavan arrives at the GCPD, where he offers help in cleaning the GCPD's corruption in exchange for support in his candidacy. Gordon gently refuses, claiming the police and politics don't match. Tabitha visits Cobblepot to discuss their next move, which requires hiring arsonists. Gordon and Bullock ambush Bridgit on a would-be robbery, where their brothers abandon her. While she tries to back off, officer Luke Garrett (Lenny Platt) tries to restrain her, but she accidentally burns him down. She escapes with Selina but Officer Garrett later dies from the fire. Galavan again visits the GCPD, where Gordon decides to support on his candidacy. In his penthouse, Galavan is visited by Father Creel (Ron Rifkin), who hands him the knife, claiming his warriors are on the way, and Bruce Wayne will die.



	28
	6
	"By Fire"
	TJ Scott
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	October 26, 2015
	4X6206
	4.32[43]



	After moving away from the Pike brothers and in with Selina, Bridgit Pike is abducted and further abused by the Pike Brothers after attempting to leave Gotham City. Bridgit snaps and murders the other Pike Brothers, beginning a crime spree. After a visit to Selina's hideout, Gordon and Bullock arrive at the Pike Brothers apartment where they find them dead. Theo Galavan continues to lure Bruce Wayne, this time offering to help clean up the corruption at Wayne Enterprises. Butch discovers the location of Cobblepot's mother and Cobblepot begins to rally a rescue party. Bridgit Pike is incapacitated in a struggle with the GCPD strike force, publicly announced to be dead much to the dismay of Selina. Kristen Kringle learns that Nygma murdered Officer Dougherty. In an attempt to keep Kringle from telling anyone, Nygma accidentally strangles her, killing her. Meanwhile Pike is alive but her entire body is burned. She is taken to Indian Hill, an underground division of Wayne Enterprises where inhumane experiments are secretly performed. It is stated that her suit had melted onto her, rendering her fireproof.



	29
	7
	"Mommy's Little Monster"
	Kenneth Fink
	Robert Hull
	November 2, 2015
	4X6207
	4.27[44]



	Butch leads Cobblepot to the location of his mother, where Theo Galavan and Tabitha Galavan are waiting. Now cured of his programming, Butch betrays Cobblepot and Tabitha Galavan murders his mother (who though aware of her son's activities still claims him to be a good boy), though Cobblepot manages to escape, vowing to kill Theo in revenge. Galavan, now elected mayor, convinces the GCPD and the public that Cobblepot assaulted him and Galavan has Harvey Dent obtain a warrant for Cobblepot's arrest. Gordon begins to suspect that Galavan is framing Cobblepot and tracks down Butch. In an interrogation, Butch reveals that Theo has been blackmailing Cobblepot and that he murdered Cobblepot's mother. Later that night, Theo attends his victory celebration at which the GCPD are secretly stationed, ready to capture Cobblepot if he arrives. Cobblepot and his henchmen show up, but Cobblepot is quickly ambushed by Gordon. Theo attempts to convince Gordon to shoot Cobblepot, but Cobblepot narrowly escapes. Gordon informs Theo that he is determined to expose his corruption. Elsewhere, Tabitha murders a member of the GCPD strike force. Following the death of Kristen Kringle, Nygma's mental state worsens as his split personality attempts to convince him that he enjoys getting away with murder. Both of Nygma's personalities then merge.



	30
	8
	"Tonight's the Night"
	Jeffrey Hunt[image: External link]
	Jim Barnes
	November 9, 2015
	4X6208
	4.11[45]



	Theo Galavan gives Barbara permission to kill Gordon and also offers Bruce a proposition: Bruce sells his controlling position in Wayne Enterprises to Theo and, in return, Theo gives Bruce the information about his parents' killer and the culprits responsible. Barbara walks inside the GCPD and Gordon suggests he risk himself to find more information about Galavan. While en route to an unknown location on Barbara's instructions, the squad car is assaulted by Tabitha and her crew. Gordon wakes up in Gotham Cathedral, where he and Barbara were going to have their wedding before their break-up. The Strike Force discovers Gordon's location, thanks to the help of Bullock. While the Strike Force engages Tabitha's crew and rescues Leslie (who was somehow kidnapped by Tabitha), Gordon briefly fights Barbara, leading to Barbara hanging outside the church and falling, resulting in severe injuries. Following information obtained by Barbara, GCPD rescue Aubrey James from his abduction. Bruce declines Theo's proposition just as Gordon arrives and arrests Theo, who destroys the evidence on the Waynes' killer. Meanwhile, while trying to bury Kristen Kringle, Nygma discovers an injured and exhausted Penguin, who asks Nygma for help.



	31
	9
	"A Bitter Pill to Swallow"
	Louis Shaw Milito
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	November 16, 2015
	4X6209
	4.35[46]



	Tabitha goes to an underground killer agency and pays to have James Gordon assassinated. Bruce tries to get information about his parents' killer from Silver, but is stopped by Alfred, who orders Silver to stay away from Bruce. When Bruce tries to sneak out, he is stopped by Selina, who claims she has evidence that Silver is not who she claims to be. Gordon and Barnes investigate Theo's condo for evidence. The killers arrive; Gordon and Barnes manage to fend them off, but Barnes is severely injured. Police reinforcements arrive, but are eliminated by another hired killer named Eduardo Flamingo (Raúl Castillo). After coming close to killing him, Gordon arrests Flamingo, but, before being placed in his cell, Flamingo kills another officer. Meanwhile, Nygma persuades Cobblepot to move on from the death of his mother and the both of them kill one of Theo's kidnapped henchmen in celebration. The Order of Saint Dumas arrives in Gotham City.



	32
	10
	"The Son of Gotham"
	Rob Bailey
	John Stephens
	November 23, 2015
	4X6210
	4.00[47]



	Bruce and Silver are kidnapped by Tom "The Knife" (Tommy Flanagan[image: External link]). He manipulates Silver into seemingly revealing the name of Bruce's parents' killer after being paid by Bruce and Selina. She says that the killer's name is "M. Malone" but later claims that she lied. Galavan is released after Mayor James lies, stating that Galavan did not kidnap him, framing Penguin instead. Gordon is captured by Theo, who reveals the history of his family to Gordon, but Gordon is rescued by Cobblepot and Gabe. Alfred grows suspicious of Bruce's whereabouts and searches Theo's residence, where he is wounded in a fight with Tabitha, which he narrowly escapes. When Leslie notices Kristen Kringle's absence, Nygma is forced to lie to her, claiming that Kringle left town with Officer Dougherty. Theo breaks into Wayne Manor and kidnaps Bruce, as part of the Order of St. Dumas' plan to "cleanse" Gotham.



	33
	11
	"Worse Than a Crime"
	Jeffrey Hunt
	Bruno Heller
	November 30, 2015
	4X6211
	4.51[48]



	Gordon wakes up in Nygma's house only to learn from Cobblepot that he is now a fugitive from the law for assaulting Theo Galavan. Gordon and Cobblepot begin making plans to break into Theo's residence and save Bruce. After finding Gordon, Leslie attempts to persuade him to turn himself to the GCPD by informing him that she is pregnant. Gordon, Bullock, Alfred, Selina, Cobblepot and his gang all arrive at Galavan's residence just as the Order of Saint Dumas is about to kill Bruce. During a clash between the Order and Cobblepot's gang in which the Order is defeated, Theo, Tabitha, and Silver St. Cloud begin to make their escape. Tabitha and Silver escape but leave Theo behind. Cobblepot convinces Gordon that Theo might never be convicted and the two take Theo to the docks and murder him. Later, Gordon finds Leslie and proposes to her. Theo's body is discovered by Wayne Enterprises, who take the corpse to Indian Hill where Fish Mooney's body also is being kept. The scientists state that Theo's body is to be experimented on by Professor Hugo Strange.



	Wrath of the Villains [49]



	34
	12
	"Mr. Freeze"
	Nick Copus
	Ken Woodruff
	February 29, 2016
	4X6212
	4.12[50]



	Several weeks following the death of Theo Galavan, Gordon is called in for questioning and Cobblepot is arrested. Gordon and Cobblepot lie to the police, stating that Cobblepot murdered Galavan and Gordon was not involved. Gordon is reinstated into the GCPD, while Cobblepot falsely justifies his actions as the result of mental illness. Cobblepot is sent to Arkham Asylum, where he becomes a patient of Hugo Strange (B. D. Wong), the Chief of Psychiatry. Butch takes over Cobblepot's criminal empire. Gordon and Bullock begin investigating a kidnapping and murder spree, unaware that a scientist named Victor Fries (Nathan Darrow) is the culprit. Fries has been experimenting on freezing and re-animating humans so that he can freeze his terminally ill wife Nora (Kristen Hager) until he can find a cure for her disease. When the police target Fries as a suspect, they discover his laboratory while he's away and arrest his wife. After learning of the arrest, Victor Fries attempts to turn himself in before finally discovering which of his serums can successfully reanimate a human being. Professor Strange learns of the experiments and begins making plans to recruit Fries for Indian Hill.



	35
	13
	"A Dead Man Feels No Cold"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Seth Boston
	March 7, 2016
	4X6213
	4.54[51]



	At Arkham Asylum, Professor Strange begins overseeing intensive treatments meant to reduce Oswald Cobblepot's aggressive tendencies. Upon learning that Nora is being sent to the medical wing at Arkham Asylum, Victor Fries builds an armoured suit. Fries arrives at the asylum and, after fighting through security and the police, manages to escape with Nora. Elsewhere, Bruce researches a lead, believing he has discovered that the man who killed his parents is Patrick "Matches" Malone[image: External link]. James Gordon deduces that Victor Fries will return to his home laboratory in order to freeze Nora and the police surround Fries' home to find that Gordon is correct. In the laboratory, Nora blames herself for the deaths that Fries has caused. Fries attempts to cryogenically freeze her, only to learn that Nora switched the formulas when he wasn't looking. Nora dies as a result. Distraught by Nora's death, Fries attempts to commit suicide by freezing himself. Fries is publicly pronounced dead, despite having survived the process. Fries wakes up in Indian Hill to discover that he can no longer survive outside of subzero temperatures. Fries meets Professor Strange, who offers him an alliance as a fellow scientist.



	36
	14
	"This Ball of Mud and Meanness"
	John Behring
	Jordan Harper
	March 14, 2016
	4X6214
	4.01[52]



	Bruce receives a gun from Selina and goes on the hunt for Patrick Malone with Alfred. To get the information, Alfred is forced to fight in an underground fight club, landing Alfred in the hospital. After Bruce goes on the hunt himself, Alfred contacts Gordon and Bullock so that they can save Bruce from potentially being killed. Bruce locates Malone, who later seemingly confirms he is responsible for the murder of Bruce's parents. He asks Bruce to kill him, but Bruce holds back at the last moment and leaves the gun behind, leading to Malone committing suicide. Later, in the cave, Alfred reads Bruce's letter about him moving to the streets with Selina to learn how to fight crime. Meanwhile, Leslie asks Gordon to investigate Kristen Kringle's sudden disappearance. When Nygma is informed, he swears under his breath that he will outsmart Gordon. After running a few more tests on Cobblepot, Hugo Strange declares him sane and releases him from Arkham, all the while stating that he still has plans for him.



	37
	15
	"Mad Grey Dawn"
	Nick Copus
	Robert Hull
	March 21, 2016
	4X6215
	3.89[53]



	Upon being released from Arkham Asylum when his violent nature is cured, Cobblepot visits the grave of his deceased mother. There, he crosses paths with Elijah Van Dahl (Paul Reubens). After informing Dahl that he is the son of Gertrude Kapelput, Dahl reveals that he is Cobblepot's father. Dahl had an affair with Gertrude decades in the past, but the two were separated by Dahl's disapproving family. Dahl welcomes Cobblepot into his family. Paranoid that Gordon suspects him of killing Kristen Kringle, Nygma disguises himself and begins a series of crimes that involve brain teasers. As Gordon begins solving these crimes, Nygma kills a member of the GCPD strike force, informs the GCPD that Gordon killed Galavan while pretending to be said officer, and frames Gordon for the murder. Believing Gordon murdered the officer to keep him from testifying, the GCPD arrests Gordon. After a trial, Gordon is found guilty and sentenced to Blackgate Penitentiary. Selina teaches Bruce how to survive on the streets as they steal money from Butch's nephew, with Bruce taking a massive beating from the nephew in the process. Barbara wakes from her catatonic state in Arkham Asylum.



	38
	16
	"Prisoners"
	Scott White
	Danny Cannon
	March 28, 2016
	4X6216
	3.82[54]



	Gordon is adjusting to life in Blackgate Penitentiary. Warden Carlson Grey (Ned Bellamy) announces to Gordon that he will be transferred to the gen-pop quarter dubbed "the World's End," part of Grey's plan to kill Gordon. He's constantly aided by guard Wilson Bishop (Marc Damon Johnson). Gordon is told by Bullock that Lee has lost their baby and left town. Later, he is defended from attackers by convict Peter "Puck" Davies (Peter Mark Kendall), who is beaten and sent to the infirmary. In an attempt to save Gordon, Bullock meets with Falcone. Gordon's death is successfully staged and he and Puck escape. Puck dies from his injuries, while Gordon is given a safe house so he can clear his name and find Lee. Meanwhile, Cobblepot reveals his criminal past to Dahl, for which Dahl forgives him. Dahl is told by the doctor that his heart defect is infected and he has little time to live. Upset that Cobblepot may receive what they perceive to be "their" inheritance, Dahl's wife Grace and her children Sasha and Charles poison a drink for Cobblepot to ingest. However, Dahl drinks from the bottle and dies, after stating to Cobblepot his intentions of changing his will in favor of him.



	39
	17
	"Into the Woods"
	Oz Scott
	Rebecca Perry Cutter
	April 11, 2016
	4X6217
	3.71[55]



	James Gordon continues to flee the law as he tries to clear his name. When Gordon secretly approaches Nygma for help, he deduces that Nygma framed him. Nygma electrocutes Gordon into unconsciousness, but Gordon awakes just as Nygma is preparing to stuff him in a car trunk. Gordon asks Selina to report to the GCPD. Gordon follows Nygma into the woods, from where he intends to relocate Kristen Kringle's body. Nygma admits that he framed Gordon as the GCPD eavesdrops on the conversation. They arrest Nygma before he can kill Gordon. Nygma is placed in Arkham Asylum. Nathaniel Barnes offers Gordon his job back, but Gordon declines as he has other matters with which to deal. Barbara is released from Arkham Asylum after she stops showing any signs of mental illness. Following the death of his father, Cobblepot is bullied by his step-family. However, when he discovers evidence that they killed his father, his former self returns and he murders his step-family.



	40
	18
	"Pinewood"
	John Stephens
	Robert Hull & Megan Mostyn-Brown
	April 18, 2016
	4X6218
	3.72[56]



	Bruce, Lucius, and Alfred search through the secret files on Thomas Wayne's newly fixed computer with the goal of finding a clue as to who killed him and Martha and why. Barbara tracks down Gordon. Claiming to be cured of her insanity, she tries to reconcile with Gordon, but to no avail. With Barbara's unorthodox assistance, Gordon discovers that the person who contracted Patrick Malone to kill Thomas and Martha Wayne is known as "the Philosopher." Bruce and Alfred track a lead from Thomas Wayne's computer and find Karen Jennings, a former Blackgate inmate on whom experiments were performed at Pinewood Farms, a Wayne Enterprises facility, by the Philosopher. She offers to identify the Philosopher, but Victor Fries is sent to kill her. Following Jennings' death, Lucius does further research and discovers that Hugo Strange is the Philosopher. After many failed attempts, Strange finally succeeds in resurrecting someone from the dead: Theo Galavan.



	41
	19
	"Azrael"
	Larysa Kondracki
	Jim Barnes & Ken Woodruff
	May 2, 2016
	4X6219
	3.59[57]



	Gordon questions Professor Strange about Project Chimera, which later makes Strange send Theo Galavan, now under the name Azrael, to take out Gordon. While at Arkham Asylum, Gordon bumps into Nygma in the playroom. Nygma later overhears Strange and Peabody complaining about Gordon's interference. Nygma suggests that he can help them take out Gordon, but Strange refuses his help. Bruce is told by Bullock and Gordon that there isn't enough evidence to imprison Strange. Azrael gets some memories back after looking at posters from Galavan's election. After, Gordon is in holding when the lights flicker and Azrael shows up, killing a few officers and making an unsuccessful attempt on Gordon's life. Barnes and Gordon flee to the roof, where Barnes fights Azrael with a pipe, breaks his sword, and rips off his mask, revealing Azrael's identity. In the end, Barnes is sent to the hospital and Gordon heads home, watched by Azrael from a distance.



	42
	20
	"Unleashed"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	Danny Cannon
	May 9, 2016
	4X6220
	3.67[58]



	Together with Bullock and a crew of police officers, Gordon arrives at Arkham Asylum with a warrant to inspect Professor Strange's office. Strange is unfortunately one step in front of them, having shredded all of his documents. Nygma, in the meantime, is disturbed by what he saw at Indian Hill and realizes he needs to escape. As Captain Barnes is still in the hospital, Harvey Bullock becomes de facto captain. Bruce decides to go off with Selina to find a way into Arkham. Selina accepts because she wants to rescue Bridgit from Arkham, but insists she go in on her own. Gordon and Bullock arrive at Butch's mansion to talk with Tabitha, who states the sword Azrael used was fake and that the real one is located in her grandfather's tomb. They later arrive at Gotham cemetery, where they steal the sword. Azrael arrives, injuring Tabitha and escaping with the real sword. Gordon warns Alfred about Galavan just as Bruce returns to Wayne Manor. Gordon arrives and shoots Azrael multiple times, but he remains undefeated until Cobblepot and Butch arrive. Butch fires an RPG, killing Azrael.



	43
	21
	"A Legion of Horribles"
	Rob Bailey
	Jordan Harper
	May 16, 2016
	4X6221
	3.84[59]



	Selina begs to be Bridgit's servant, making use of Bridgit's alter-ego. Bruce is troubled after Selina fails to meet with him and learns of her capture. Meanwhile, Strange's project continues and he successfully resurrects Fish Mooney – the first subject to retain full memory. Bruce believes that there is a secret room in Arkham where Strange is experimenting on the dead and that the only way to be certain is if they head in themselves. Bruce, Gordon, and Fox visit Arkham to execute their plan, but their motives are revealed and all three are captured. Bruce and Fox are put in a chamber and interrogated by Nygma on Strange's behalf. Meanwhile, Gordon is brought into another room with Strange and introduced to Basil, a patient whose skin stretches more than humanly possible. Strange places him in a machine and replicates Gordon's visage onto Basil's face.



	44
	22
	"Transference"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Bruno Heller
	May 23, 2016
	4X6222
	3.62[60]



	Disguised as Gordon, Basil pulls the GCPD off of Arkham; however, Barbara later exposes Basil as an impostor. Strange prepares to detonate a bomb beneath Arkham and tells Ms. Peabody to transfer the patients to another facility. Mooney gains control of Peabody, but Strange starts the bomb's countdown under the White-Haired Lady's orders. With Nygma's help, Gordon and Lucius stop the bomb. Mooney escapes in a bus with Strange's other monsters, and encounters a shocked Penguin on the street; she knocks him out, prompting Butch and his gang to flee. Strange is arrested, Gordon leaves to find Lee, Bruce tells Alfred of his plans to find the secret council that wants him dead, and Bullock is trusted to protect Gotham. A homeless woman opens the abandoned bus, unwittingly releasing the monsters upon Gotham; among them is a boy identical to Bruce.
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	Mad City [61][62]



	45
	1
	"Better to Reign in Hell..."
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	September 19, 2016
	T13.19901
	3.90[63]



	Six months after the last sighting of Fish Mooney, Lee has moved on with a new man in her life and Gordon has become a bounty hunter tracking down the Indian Hill escapees. Cobblepot puts a bounty on Fish and visits Nygma at Arkham Asylum, surmising that Fish has an ulterior motive. Bruce's mysterious doppelgänger lurks around Gotham City and learns of Bruce's identity from Ivy, who mistakes him for Bruce. Gordon, with the help of reporter Valerie Vale (Jamie Chung), tracks down Strange's assistant Ethel Peabody, but she is captured and killed by Fish. Fish's gang catches Ivy spying on them, but she runs and falls down a sewage pipe after being touched by a gang member who can accelerate a person's aging process. Bruce and Alfred call a meeting with the Wayne Enterprises Board of Directors, where Bruce threatens to disseminate his evidence pertaining to the cabal in charge behind the scenes, unless they contact him. The Court of Owls sends Talon to kidnap Bruce.



	46
	2
	"Burn the Witch"
	Danny Cannon
	Ken Woodruff[image: External link]
	September 26, 2016
	T13.19902
	3.54[64]



	Bruce is brought before Kathryn, a high-ranking member of the Court, whom he recognizes from various Wayne functions. She orders him to cease his investigations into them, Wayne Enterprises, Indian Hill, and the deaths of his parents, to which he obliges in exchange for the lives of those closest to him. Ivy washes ashore as a grown woman. Fish captures Bullock and uses her powers to make him lead her to the secret facility holding Strange. Gordon makes a deal with Fish to help her escape with Strange if she hands over Bullock, and informs Cobblepot of her escape route. Cobblepot prepares to kill her but, when she reveals that she let him live because he was her greatest creation, he lets her go. The mob breaks into the facility and kills some of Fish's minions. Valerie visits Gordon about his deal with Fish, and they share a kiss. Bruce's doppelgänger breaks into Wayne Manor. Lee returns to Gotham.



	47
	3
	"Look Into My Eyes"
	Rob Bailey
	Danny Cannon
	October 3, 2016
	T13.19903
	3.19[65]



	Hypnotist Jervis Tetch (Benedict Samuel) hires Gordon to find his sister Alice (Naian Gonzalez Norvind), an Indian Hill escapee whose blood contains a virus. Barnes offers Lee her old job back at GCPD. Cobblepot runs for mayor to clean up Gotham's corrupt system; to aid with his campaign, he has Edward Nygma declared legally sane and released from Arkham. Gordon gets into a brawl and is stitched up by Lee's new fiancé, Mario Calvi (James Carpinello), at the ER. After Alice tells Gordon she wants nothing to do with her brother, Gordon questions Tetch, who hypnotizes him into nearly committing suicide. Alice saves Gordon, who brings her into GCPD. Lee and Mario have dinner with Mario's father, the ex-Don Carmine Falcone. Bruce takes in his doppelgänger – Subject 514A – who demonstrates impressive fighting skills and an imperviousness to pain. 514A later impersonates Bruce and takes an oblivious Selina out on the town.



	48
	4
	"New Day Rising"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Robert Hull
	October 10, 2016
	T13.19904
	3.42[66]



	514A assists Selina in robbing a bar and rescues her when she is captured, but she sees the scars on his body and identifies him as an imposter. 514A admits he wanted to experience a normal life by socializing with someone, but Selina reassures him that he is more normal than he thinks, and they kiss. Tetch hypnotizes the wrestling Tweedle Brothers to help him break into GCPD and kidnap Alice, but Gordon and Bullock track them down. Gordon finds himself still under the suicidal influence of Tetch's hypnosis; realizing his suicidal urges are connected to his issues with Lee, Gordon overcomes them and breaks the spell. Alice falls and is impaled on a pipe, leaving a grief-stricken Tetch to escape. While investigating the crime scene, Barnes becomes infected by Alice's dripping blood. Cobblepot bribes campaign officials to buy the election, but Nygma takes the money back; to Cobblepot's shock, he wins the election anyway, and realizes Nygma wanted to show him that the people genuinely want him as Mayor. 514A bids farewell to Bruce and tries to leave Gotham, but is kidnapped by the Court.



	49
	5
	"Anything for You"
	TJ Scott
	Denise Thé
	October 17, 2016
	T13.19905
	3.32[67]



	Cobblepot's term as mayor starts off well, but a new Red Hood Gang appears and openly challenges his authority. Nygma discovers that Butch is behind the new gang as part of a scheme to make himself Cobblepot's right-hand man again. At a celebratory party in the mayor's honor, Nygma manipulates Butch into exposing himself as the mastermind behind the Red Hoods, thus reinforcing his own position as Cobblepot's most trusted friend and ally. Barnes asks Lee about the tests on Alice Tetch's blood without revealing that he was exposed to it. At Gordon's suggestion, Bruce tells Selina how he feels about her, but she dismissively tells him that he only feels that way because he's never dated anyone. Bruce reasserts his feelings and Selina kisses him. Elsewhere, Jervis Tetch mourns his sister's death and plots revenge against Gordon.



	50
	6
	"Follow the White Rabbit"
	Nathan Hope
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	October 24, 2016
	T13.19906
	3.48[68]



	Tetch hypnotizes several civilians into life-threatening situations, and forces Gordon to choose whom to save. Tetch later kidnaps Valerie and Lee, and again forces Gordon to make a choice; Gordon says Lee, resulting in Tetch shooting Valerie instead. Valerie is rushed to the hospital. Meanwhile, Cobblepot realizes he's in love with Nygma and plans to confess his feelings for him, but Nygma meets a woman named Isabella who reminds him of Kristen Kringle.



	51
	7
	"Red Queen"
	Scott White
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	October 31, 2016
	T13.19907
	3.16[69]



	Valerie recovers, but ends her relationship with Gordon, knowing he manipulated Tetch into shooting her instead of Lee. Tetch breaks into the morgue and drains the blood from Alice's corpse. He also exposes Gordon to the powerful "Red Queen" hallucinogen, causing intense hallucinations that bring Gordon to a war-torn GCPD, to a life where he is married to Lee with two children, and to an encounter with his deceased father, who encourages him to be a better protector for Gotham. Mario brings Gordon back to consciousness. Cobblepot attempts to manipulate Isabella and Nygma into breaking off their relationship, but to no avail. Barnes loses control and attacks a suspect while questioning him over the break-in; he and Bullock learn Tetch is planning to spread the virus at the city Founders' Party, and arrest him in time. Gordon decides to honor his father by rejoining the GCPD.



	52
	8
	"Blood Rush"
	Rob Bailey
	Tze Chun
	November 7, 2016
	T13.19908
	3.52[70]



	After losing control and killing a criminal, Barnes visits Jervis Tetch at Arkham Asylum and demands to know if the virus can be cured, but Tetch says it's only a matter of time before it takes him over. Barnes begins hearing voices that urge him to kill more criminals. Lee and Mario throw an engagement party, where Barnes makes plans to turn himself in to police custody. However, his psychosis overpowers him when he learns Dr. Symon, a killer he arrested, has been released thanks to his powerful connections. Losing faith in Gotham's justice system, Barnes kills Symon and plans to murder criminals on a larger scale.



	53
	9
	"The Executioner"
	John Behring
	Ken Woodruff
	November 14, 2016
	T13.19909
	3.63[71]



	Driven mad by the virus, Nathaniel Barnes has become a vigilante, murdering any criminals that cross his path. After Gordon becomes suspicious of Barnes, he attempts to frame Gordon for the murder of a low-level criminal, but is unable to convince the GCPD. After a showdown, Barnes is arrested and incarcerated in Arkham Asylum. After Cobblepot kills Isabella, Nygma suspects Butch Gilzean for the act; Cobblepot promises to help bring retribution to Butch. Ivy Pepper reveals herself to Bruce and Selina in her new adult form. However, she is being followed by people seeking to kill her for a necklace she stole. The three of them escape and later find the necklace's original owner dead; the necklace is revealed to contain a key.



	54
	10
	"Time Bomb"
	Hanelle M. Culpepper
	Robert Hull
	November 21, 2016
	T13.19910
	3.44[72]



	Bruce learns the gang who's after the key is out to destroy the Court of Owls and is therefore not his enemy. Soon after, Talon murders the gang leader. When Mario is targeted by assassins, Falcone deduces that the Court is responsible and successfully blackmails them into ceasing their attack. Nygma kidnaps and tortures Butch and Tabitha before discovering that they are not responsible for Isabella's death; showing remorse after cutting off Tabitha's hand, he allows them to go to the hospital. After investigating the matter, Barbara realizes Cobblepot killed Isabella and plans to use the truth to stage a power grab. Gordon says one final goodbye to Lee before her upcoming wedding to Mario. When Mario sees Lee with Gordon from a distance, he bursts into a fit of rage and exhibits symptoms of the Tetch virus.



	55
	11
	"Beware the Green-Eyed Monster"
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	November 28, 2016
	T13.19911
	3.37[73]



	Infected by Alice Tetch's blood, Mario vows to make Lee hate Gordon and orchestrates a series of events to make her believe Gordon is trying to sabotage their wedding. The plan works and, just before the wedding, she vows never to see Gordon again. On their honeymoon, a deranged Mario attempts to kill an oblivious Lee, but Gordon arrives and guns him down, much to her shock. Barbara informs Nygma that Cobblepot killed Isabella because he's in love with him; after verifying this information, Barbara and Nygma plan to betray Cobblepot and usurp his power in the mob. Bruce, Selina, and Alfred use the key to open the Court of Owls' vault and steal its contents – a crystalline owl statue – but are intercepted by Talon; Selina's mother reveals herself and helps them kill Talon.



	56
	12
	"Ghosts"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Danny Cannon
	January 16, 2017
	T13.19912
	3.69[74]



	In the wake of Mario's death, a vengeful Falcone sends Zsasz to kill Gordon; however, after seeing what the virus has done to Barnes, Lee realizes Gordon may have been justified and persuades Falcone to call off the hit. Unhinged by ghostly sightings of his father, Cobblepot insults Gotham's citizens on live TV and murders his Deputy Chief of Staff, unaware that Nygma is orchestrating his downward spiral. Selina accepts her mother Maria (Ivana Miličević) back into her life, but later learns Maria owes money to criminal Cole Clemons. Investigating the discovery of a briefly reanimated corpse, Gordon and Bullock pursue ex-Indian Hill employee Dwight Pollard (David Dastmalchian) as he prepares to resurrect another corpse: Jerome Valeska.



	57
	13
	"Smile Like You Mean It"
	Olatunde Osunsanmi[image: External link]
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	January 23, 2017
	T13.19913
	3.60[75]



	When the reanimation seemingly fails, Dwight cuts off Jerome's face and wears it as a mask while he leads a cult of fanatics to take over a news station. GCPD stops the cult, but Jerome awakens belatedly at GCPD Headquarters and abducts Dwight. Nygma, Barbara, and Tabitha manipulate Cobblepot into believing the other crime bosses have turned against him. Bruce agrees to pay Maria's debt to Cole, but Selina becomes furious upon discovering the whole thing was a con Maria and Cole ran together, and that Bruce even suspected this but didn't want Selina to learn the painful truth. After reattaching his face, Jerome ignites explosives that kill Dwight and knock out Gotham's power, causing a citywide blackout.



	58
	14
	"The Gentle Art of Making Enemies"
	Louis Shaw Milito
	Seth Boston
	January 30, 2017
	T13.19914
	3.46[76]



	During the blackout, the GCPD struggles to contain the riots committed by both Jerome's followers and random citizens gone corrupt. Jerome kidnaps Bruce and drags him to a circus, planning a theatrical execution in front of his followers. Accompanied by Alfred, Gordon and Bullock lead the GCPD Strike Force to the circus. Bruce escapes and fights Jerome in a house of mirrors, but resists the urge to kill him; Jerome is then subdued and sent back to Arkham Asylum by Gordon, restoring order to the city. Barbara, Tabitha, and Butch threaten Cobblepot into helping them find and kill Nygma; realizing he truly loves him, Cobblepot refuses. Nygma then reveals that it was all a ruse to make him realize he is incapable of love. Despite Cobblepot having proven otherwise, Nygma shoots him and drops him into Gotham Harbor. Gordon is reunited with his uncle Frank (James Remar), who is secretly a member of the Court of Owls, and the Court continues to brainwash Bruce's doppelgänger, 514A.



	Heroes Rise [77]



	59
	15
	"How the Riddler Got His Name"
	TJ Scott
	Megan Mostyn-Brown
	April 24, 2017
	T13.19915
	2.99[78]



	Bruce is summoned by Selina through a letter, but she denies sending the letter and orders him to stay away from her. Bruce later realizes the letter was sent by 514A, who drugs him and usurps his identity, while the real Bruce is sent to a faraway dungeon. Gordon reconnects with his uncle Frank, who attempts to persuade him to become a member of the Court of Owls. Nygma attempts to build a name for himself by sending the police on goose chases while also picking Lucius Fox as a potential arch-nemesis. After speaking to hallucinations of Cobblepot, Nygma decides to let him go and embraces his new persona as the Riddler. Meanwhile, Cobblepot wakes up in Ivy Pepper's apartment after surviving the gunshot wound.



	60
	16
	"These Delicate and Dark Obsessions"
	Ben McKenzie
	Robert Hull
	May 1, 2017
	T13.19916
	3.02[79]



	After fully recovering, Cobblepot attempts to build an army to take back power from Nygma, Barbara, Tabitha and Butch. He calls Gabe, who betrays and attempts to auction him, but Ivy uses her perfume to rescue him and Cobblepot kills Gabe in retribution. At the dungeon, a Shaman gives Bruce hallucinogens that cause him to relive the night of his parents' murder, and he begins his training soon after. After learning a weapon is being transported to Gotham, Gordon investigates the Court of Owls further and realizes his father's death was a hit organized by Frank. Frank is ordered to kill Jim, but he instead commits suicide and Jim decides to meet with Kathryn.



	61
	17
	"The Primal Riddle"
	Maja Vrvilo
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	May 8, 2017
	T13.19917
	3.03[80]



	After being tipped off by Barbara about the Court of Owls, Nygma goes on a vendetta to solve the riddle of who controls Gotham. Nygma takes Mayor Aubrey James hostage, televising a threat to end his life if he does not learn the identity of the Court. Gordon arranges a meeting with Nygma at GCPD Headquarters, and convinces Nygma to have him escorted to the Court himself; in exchange, Gordon takes the place of the deceased Frank Gordon in the Court. Cobblepot and Ivy recruit Victor Fries and Bridgit Pike for the army that he plans to use against Nygma. 514A struggles to gain Alfred's trust, and attempts to kill Selina by pushing her out of a window to cover up his true nature as a clone.



	62
	18
	"Light the Wick"
	Mark Tonderai
	Tze Chun
	May 15, 2017
	T13.19918
	2.98[81]



	Ivy visits Selina in the hospital and uses her plants to heal her injuries; Selina recovers and heads to Wayne Manor to kill 514A. Lee rules Frank's death a homicide and attempts to have Gordon questioned, but when she suspects Bullock and Lucius are helping Gordon evade justice, she resigns from the GCPD. The Court of Owls kidnaps Barnes and forces Hugo Strange to harness the Tetch virus from his blood; with Strange's assistance, Gordon learns the Court intends to release the virus onto Gotham and discreetly works with Cobblepot to prevent a group of socialites from being exposed. Bruce manages to overcome his rage during his training, and the Shaman deems him ready to return to Gotham and embrace his power. Cobblepot is imprisoned in the Court's headquarters with Nygma. After deeming Gordon a traitor, Kathryn orders Barnes to kill him.



	63
	19
	"All Will Be Judged"
	John Behring
	Ken Woodruff
	May 22, 2017
	T13.19919
	2.92[82]



	Selina attacks 514A and exposes his identity to Alfred, but the clone subdues them and escapes. At a hideout near Gotham, the Shaman purges Bruce of the pain of his parents' deaths and places him under his control, telling him of his mission to destroy the Court. Cobblepot and Nygma reluctantly work together to escape the Court, but resume their feud afterward. Gordon and Bullock discover that the Court's crystal owl statues contain maps of marked locations in Gotham. Gordon and Alfred interrogate Kathryn for Bruce's whereabouts, but Barnes attacks GCPD and beheads her before she can reveal anything. Gordon shoots off Barnes' left hand; Barnes is captured but escapes again. Using the crystal owl that Bruce stole, GCPD finds several locations where Bruce might be. After speaking with Jervis at Arkham and realizing she is the one to blame for Mario's death, Lee steals a vial of the Tetch virus from the GCPD and injects herself with it.



	64
	20
	"Pretty Hate Machine"
	Danny Cannon
	Steven Lilien & Bryan Wynbrandt
	May 29, 2017
	T13.19920
	3.03[83]



	After taking the virus, Lee buries Jim alive in a coffin with his only escape being the Tetch virus. Lee goes to the GCPD to taunt them with a CB radio and ends up locked up in a cell. Jim eventually runs out of oxygen and has no choice but to inject the virus into his body in order to save himself and attempt to save the city from the Alice Tetch virus. The Shaman, who has executed the remaining Court of Owls prepares Bruce to detonate the bomb from Wayne Enterprises. Alfred interrogates Hugo Strange and learns Bruce's location, and tells Harvey he thinks the bomb is at the nearby train station. Alfred then arrives at Wayne Enterprises and kills the Shaman, who, in his last words, redirects Bruce to "the Demon's Head", while the bomb, which was triggered when the Shaman grabbed Bruce's hand, unleashes the virus across the city. Meanwhile, Cobblepot, who is held at his death by Nygma, is taken away by Fish Mooney, who comes to claim him.



	65
	21
	"Destiny Calling"
	Nathan Hope
	Danny Cannon
	June 5, 2017
	T13.19921
	3.17[84]



	Fish kidnaps Strange and manages to find the antidote to the virus but she is murdered by the infected Gordon and the antidote is destroyed. A mourning Cobblepot is arrested by the GCPD after being attacked by the League of Shadows' ninjas. However, Gordon offers to trade Cobblepot to him in exchange for Tetch. Meanwhile, Barbara has Tetch kidnapped in order to forcibly get his help in reversing the effects of the virus. Bruce escapes from police custody when they are overwhelmed by the infected and seeks out Ra's Al Ghul, who has Bruce prove his worth by impaling Alfred with a sword through his chest.



	66
	22
	"Heavydirtysoul"
	Rob Bailey
	Robert Hull
	June 5, 2017
	T13.19922
	3.03[84]



	After killing Alfred, Bruce breaks free from his conditioning and revives him with the waters of the Lazarus Pit, while Ra's escapes. Barbara, Butch and Tabitha track down Nygma after he takes the kidnapped Tetch to trade with Gordon, who begins to feel the effects of the virus. Cobblepot captures Nygma and has him frozen and kept as a trophy. Barbara shoots Butch in the head before being electrocuted by Tabitha. A comatose Butch is placed in hospital, his birth name being revealed as Cyrus Gold. Cobblepot also makes plans to open a new nightclub called "The Iceberg Lounge". Tabitha becomes a mentor to Selina and teaches her how to use a whip. Using Tetch's blood, an antidote is synthesized, and Gordon and Lee are cured. With Gotham cured from the virus, Lee leaves Gotham and leaves a letter for Jim. Bruce is encouraged to make his own decisions by Alfred and then becomes a masked vigilante.
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	67
	1
	"Pax Penguina"[85]
	Danny Cannon
	John Stephens
	TBA
	TBA
	TBD
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 Season 1 (2014–15)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot"
	September 22, 2014
	3.2/10
	8.21[4]
	2.7
	5.84
	6.0
	14.15[86]



	2
	"Selina Kyle"
	September 29, 2014
	2.8/8
	7.45[8]
	1.9
	4.33
	4.7
	11.81[87]



	3
	"The Balloonman"
	October 6, 2014
	2.5/8
	6.36[9]
	2.0
	4.52
	4.5
	10.88[88]



	4
	"Arkham"
	October 13, 2014
	2.4/7
	6.39[10]
	1.7
	3.95
	4.5
	10.34[89]



	5
	"Viper"
	October 20, 2014
	2.3/7
	6.09[11]
	1.7
	4.33
	4.0
	10.12[90]



	6
	"Spirit of the Goat"
	October 27, 2014
	2.2/7
	5.89[12]
	1.5
	3.78
	3.7
	9.66[91]



	7
	"Penguin's Umbrella"
	November 3, 2014
	2.4/7
	6.63[13]
	1.7
	3.83
	4.1
	10.47[92]



	8
	"The Mask"
	November 10, 2014
	2.2/7
	6.35[14]
	1.6
	3.68
	3.8
	10.03[93]



	9
	"Harvey Dent"
	November 17, 2014
	2.3/6
	6.49[15]
	1.7
	3.77
	4.0
	10.26[94]



	10
	"Lovecraft"
	November 24, 2014
	2.3/7
	6.05[20]
	1.5
	3.56
	3.8
	9.61[95]



	11
	"Rogues' Gallery"
	January 5, 2015
	2.5/8
	7.06[23]
	1.3
	3.04
	3.8
	10.10[96]



	12
	"What the Little Bird Told Him"
	January 19, 2015
	2.2/7
	6.50[24]
	1.6
	3.49
	3.8
	9.99[97]



	13
	"Welcome Back, Jim Gordon"
	January 26, 2015
	2.1/6
	6.04[25]
	1.3
	3.03
	3.4
	9.07[98]



	14
	"The Fearsome Dr. Crane"
	February 2, 2015
	1.9/6
	5.79[26]
	1.3
	2.80
	3.2
	8.59[99]



	15
	"The Scarecrow"
	February 9, 2015
	1.8/6
	5.63[27]
	1.2
	2.76
	3.0
	8.39[100]



	16
	"The Blind Fortune Teller"
	February 16, 2015
	2.1/6
	6.19[28]
	1.3
	3.06
	3.4
	9.25[101]



	17
	"Red Hood"
	February 23, 2015
	2.3/7
	6.53[29]
	1.3
	3.20
	3.6
	9.73[102]



	18
	"Everyone Has a Cobblepot"
	March 2, 2015
	2.0/6
	6.10[30]
	1.4
	3.11
	3.4
	9.21[103]



	19
	"Beasts of Prey"
	April 13, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.50[31]
	1.1
	2.63
	2.6
	7.13[104]



	20
	"Under the Knife"
	April 20, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.44[32]
	1.1
	2.85
	2.7
	7.28[105]



	21
	"The Anvil or the Hammer"
	April 27, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.58[33]
	1.1
	2.65
	2.6
	7.23[106]



	22
	"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	May 4, 2015
	1.7/6
	4.93[34]
	1.1
	2.64
	2.8
	7.57[107]
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 Season 2 (2015–16)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Damned If You Do..."
	September 21, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.57[38]
	1.2
	2.92
	2.8
	7.49[108]



	2
	"Knock, Knock"
	September 28, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.65[39]
	1.3
	2.90
	2.9
	7.54[109]



	3
	"The Last Laugh"
	October 5, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.33[40]
	1.2
	2.78
	2.7
	7.11[110]



	4
	"Strike Force"
	October 12, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.17[41]
	1.3
	2.64
	2.8
	6.81[111]



	5
	"Scarification"
	October 19, 2015
	1.3/4
	4.19[42]
	1.1
	2.43
	2.4
	6.62[112]



	6
	"By Fire"
	October 26, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.32[43]
	1.1
	2.43
	2.6
	6.76[113]



	7
	"Mommy's Little Monster"
	November 2, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.27[44]
	1.1
	2.77
	2.7
	7.04[114]



	8
	"Tonight's the Night"
	November 9, 2015
	1.5/4
	4.11[45]
	1.2
	2.70
	2.7
	6.81[115]



	9
	"A Bitter Pill to Swallow"
	November 16, 2015
	1.5/5
	4.35[46]
	1.1
	2.46
	2.6
	6.79[116]



	10
	"The Son of Gotham"
	November 23, 2015
	1.4/4
	4.00[47]
	1.0
	2.49
	2.4
	6.49[117]



	11
	"Worse Than a Crime"
	November 30, 2015
	1.6/5
	4.51[48]
	1.0
	2.42
	2.6
	6.93[118]



	12
	"Mr. Freeze"
	February 29, 2016
	1.5/5
	4.12[50]
	1.0
	2.44
	2.5
	6.57[119]



	13
	"A Dead Man Feels No Cold"
	March 7, 2016
	1.5/5
	4.54[51]
	1.0
	2.23
	2.5
	6.77[120]



	14
	"This Ball of Mud and Meanness"
	March 14, 2016
	1.3/4
	4.01[52]
	1.0
	2.31
	2.3
	6.32[121]



	15
	"Mad Grey Dawn"
	March 21, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.89[53]
	0.8
	2.09
	2.1
	5.98[122]



	16
	"Prisoners"
	March 28, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.82[54]
	0.8
	1.92
	2.1
	5.72[123]



	17
	"Into the Woods"
	April 11, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.71[55]
	0.9
	2.07
	2.1
	5.78[124]



	18
	"Pinewood"
	April 18, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.72[56]
	0.9
	2.16
	2.1
	5.88[125]



	19
	"Azrael"
	May 2, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.59[57]
	0.9
	2.18
	2.1
	5.77[126]



	20
	"Unleashed"
	May 9, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.67[58]
	0.9
	1.93
	2.1
	5.61[127]



	21
	"A Legion of Horribles"
	May 16, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.84[59]
	0.8
	1.88
	2.1
	5.72[128]



	22
	"Transference"
	May 23, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.62[60]
	0.8
	1.94
	2.0
	5.55[129]
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 Season 3 (2016–17)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Better to Reign in Hell..."
	September 19, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.90[63]
	0.9
	2.24
	2.2
	6.14[130]



	2
	"Burn the Witch"
	September 26, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.54[64]
	1.0
	2.39
	2.2
	5.93[131]



	3
	"Look Into My Eyes"
	October 3, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.19[65]
	0.8
	2.05
	1.8
	5.24[132]



	4
	"New Day Rising"
	October 10, 2016
	1.1/3
	3.42[66]
	N/A
	1.82
	N/A
	5.24[133]



	5
	"Anything for You"
	October 17, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.32[67]
	0.7
	1.88
	1.9
	5.21[134]



	6
	"Follow the White Rabbit"
	October 24, 2016
	1.1/4
	3.48[68]
	0.7
	N/A
	1.8[135]
	N/A



	7
	"Red Queen"
	October 31, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.16[69]
	0.8
	2.06
	1.8
	5.22[136]



	8
	"Blood Rush"
	November 7, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.52[70]
	0.8
	1.95
	2.0
	5.47[137]



	9
	"The Executioner"
	November 14, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.63[71]
	0.7
	1.82
	1.9
	5.45[138]



	10
	"Time Bomb"
	November 21, 2016
	1.1/4
	3.44[72]
	0.9
	2.06
	2.0
	5.50[139]



	11
	"Beware the Green-Eyed Monster"
	November 28, 2016
	1.0/3
	3.37[73]
	0.7
	1.70
	1.7
	5.08[140]



	12
	"Ghosts"
	January 16, 2017
	1.2/4
	3.69[74]
	0.7
	1.62
	1.9
	5.31[141]



	13
	"Smile Like You Mean It"
	January 23, 2017
	1.2/4
	3.60[75]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.8[142]
	N/A



	14
	"The Gentle Art of Making Enemies"
	January 30, 2017
	1.1/4
	3.46[76]
	0.7
	1.63
	1.8
	5.09[143]



	15
	"How the Riddler Got His Name"
	April 24, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.99[78]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	16
	"These Delicate and Dark Obsessions"
	May 1, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.02[79]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.6[144]
	N/A



	17
	"The Primal Riddle"
	May 8, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.03[80]
	0.6
	N/A
	1.6[145]
	N/A



	18
	"Light the Wick"
	May 15, 2017
	0.9/3
	2.98[81]
	0.7
	1.59
	1.6
	4.57[146]



	19
	"All Will Be Judged"
	May 22, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.92[82]
	0.6
	1.66
	1.6
	4.59[147]



	20
	"Pretty Hate Machine"
	May 29, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.03[83]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	21
	"Destiny Calling"
	June 5, 2017
	1.0/4
	3.17[84]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD



	22
	"Heavydirtysoul"
	June 5, 2017
	0.9/4
	3.03[84]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
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Gotham (TV series)






Gotham is an American crime drama[image: External link] television series developed by Bruno Heller[image: External link], based on characters published by DC Comics and appearing in the Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. The series stars Ben McKenzie as the young Gordon, while Heller executive-produces, along with Danny Cannon, who also directed the pilot.

Originally the series would have related only Gordon's early days on the Gotham City Police Department, but the series subsequently included the Wayne character and the origin stories of several Batman villains[image: External link], including Penguin,[7] Riddler[image: External link],[7] Catwoman,[7] Poison Ivy,[8] Two-Face[image: External link],[9] Scarecrow,[10] Mr. Freeze,[11] Hugo Strange,[9] Mad Hatter,[12] and Ra's al Ghul.[13]

Gotham premiered on Fox[image: External link] on September 22, 2014. In March 2016, the series was renewed for a third season which premiered on September 19, 2016.[14][15] In May 2017, Fox renewed the series for a fourth season.[16]





TOP
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 Plot




In the first season, a new recruit in the Gotham City Police Department named James Gordon is paired with veteran detective[image: External link] Harvey Bullock to solve one of Gotham City[image: External link]'s highest-profile cases: the murders of Thomas and Martha Wayne. During his investigation, Gordon meets the Waynes' son Bruce who is now in the care of his butler Alfred Pennyworth. Meeting the younger Wayne further compels Gordon to catch the mysterious killer. Other characters encountered early on include low-level gang member Oswald Cobblepot, forensics worker Edward Nygma[image: External link], street orphans Selina Kyle and Pamela "Ivy" Pepper, assistant district attorney Harvey Dent[image: External link], and medical doctor Leslie Thompkins. Gordon becomes involved with Gotham's crime families[image: External link] and associates including gangster[image: External link] Fish Mooney and crime lords[image: External link] Carmine Falcone and Salvatore Maroni. Eventually, Gordon forms an unlikely friendship with Bruce, one that will help shape the boy's future in becoming Batman.[7]

In the second season taking place one month later, Gordon deals with a series of events that are being secretly orchestrated by Theo Galavan and his sister Tabitha as part of an elaborate plan to take over Gotham as the new Mayor of Gotham City[image: External link], which involved Mayor Aubrey James' abduction and exacting revenge against the Wayne Family[image: External link] with help from the Order of St. Dumas. After Galavan is subsequently murdered in his run for mayor, the Gotham City Police Department deals with the actions of Victor Fries. At the same time, the enigmatic Hugo Strange and his assistant Ethel Peabody conduct a series of bizarre experiments underneath Arkham Asylum in the underground Indian Hill facility that is secretly owned by Wayne Enterprises and overseen by the Court.

In the third season taking place six months later, Gordon has become a bounty hunter as he works to track down Indian Hill experiments that escaped six months earlier as well as a revived Fish Mooney who has recruited some of the Indian Hill experiments to form another version of her gang. While planning to get Leslie Thompkins back, he also encounters Carmine Falcone's son Mario Calvi[image: External link]. Gordon also has to tangle with hypnotist Jervis Tetch who arrives in Gotham City to look for his lost sister Alice Tetch. While Jim rejoins the GCPD, the city plunges into a state of corruption: Alice Tetch's poisonous blood drives many crazy, including Captain Nathaniel Barnes and Mario Calvi. The deceased Jerome Valeska's followers led by Dwight Pollard revive Jerome, who kills Dwight and resumes previous vendetta against the city, but is eventually stopped by Bruce and Gordon.[17] Later, Gordon has to deal with the Court of Owls working on behalf of Ra's al Ghul, Bruce continues training to defend Gotham, Penguin and Ivy team up to form an army of Indian Hill freaks, and Edward Nygma begins to embrace his new role as "The Riddler."
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Gotham episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 22, 2014
	May 4, 2015
	68
	7.56[18]



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 21, 2015
	May 23, 2016
	89
	5.37[19]



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 19, 2016
	June 5, 2017
	TBA
	TBA
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 Cast and characters




See also: List of Gotham characters[image: External link]



	
Ben McKenzie as James Gordon – In September 2013, it was reported that Fox[image: External link] was developing a TV series centred on James Gordon's early days as a police detective and the origin stories of various Batman villains[image: External link].[20] In February 2014, McKenzie was cast as the lead character.[21] When describing his character in an interview, McKenzie stated that Gordon "is a truly honest man. The last honest man in a city full of crooked people. He's not an anti-hero, he’s a true hero – but he will have to compromise."[22]


	
Donal Logue[image: External link] as Harvey Bullock – In early 2014, it was announced that Logue was cast as Harvey Bullock, a character who serves as James Gordon's ethically conflicted and compromised partner in the GCPD.[23]


	
David Mazouz[image: External link] as Bruce Wayne – In March 2014, Mazouz was cast as Bruce Wayne.[24] When discussing his character, Mazouz stated that "you never got to explore what Bruce Wayne was going through or his grieving process or what his anger makes him do. At this point in his life, he’s angry, he's scared, he’s compulsive, and he's lonely. He's looking for any meaning to his parents’ death. You'll see the things that he'll do to himself and to other people while he's grieving, and you'll see how he becomes a regular kid again."[25]


	
Zabryna Guevara[image: External link] as Sarah Essen[image: External link] – In February 2014, Guevara was confirmed for the series. Descriptions revealed her character to be a police captain[image: External link] at the GCPD and James Gordon's direct superior.[26][27]


	
Sean Pertwee[image: External link] as Alfred Pennyworth – In February 2014, Pertwee was cast as Alfred Pennyworth in the series.[26][27] Pertwee's character would take inspiration from the Earth One[image: External link] iteration of Alfred Pennyworth.[28]


	
Robin Lord Taylor[image: External link] as Oswald Cobblepot / Penguin – In February 2014, Taylor was cast as Oswald Cobblepot, an intelligent low-level thug who used to work for Fish Mooney.[26][27]


	
Erin Richards[image: External link] as Barbara Kean[image: External link] – In February 2014, Richards was confirmed to have been cast in the show. Richards portrays James Gordon's fiancee, Barbara Kean, though their relationship deteriorates over the course of the season.[26][27] She renews a past romantic relationship with Renee Montoya.[29]


	
Camren Bicondova[image: External link] as Selina "Cat" Kyle – In March 2014, Bicondova was confirmed to have joined the show's cast.[24] According to Bicondova, "The main word that I can think of to characterize Selina is that she's just surviving. She's very mischievous and very challenging to play at times, because she feels emotions but she hides them. I realized that she isn't just a street thief and a survivor; she's actually a normal girl."[30]


	
Cory Michael Smith[image: External link] as Edward Nygma / Riddler[image: External link] – Smith joined the cast in April 2014.[31][32] In May 2014, Smith was promoted to a series regular.[33][34] "What I love about the character's history is how diverse it is", says Smith. "When I was auditioning for Gotham, I got a handful of comics from different decades, so I had a perspective — it's been around for 75 years, which is a long time. I wanted to see an evolution of the comics — and of the character. Going from this quite innocent, well-intentioned, joyful person to starting to find this other part of him that he didn't know he had. He's a person who's constantly abused, and it's out of anger and exhaustion, and then realizing that when you start taking control of situations like that, you can gain power that way — it'll be something that he can start to enjoy."[35][36]


	
Victoria Cartagena[image: External link] as Renee Montoya – Cartagena joined the series in May 2014, but she was not a regular in season 2.[34][37]


	
Andrew Stewart-Jones[image: External link] as Crispus Allen – Stewart-Jones joined the series in May 2014, but he was not a regular in season 2.[34][37]


	
John Doman[image: External link] as Carmine Falcone – Doman first appeared in the series pilot as Carmine Falcone, a mob boss with ties to James Gordon's father.[38] Doman continued to appear throughout the season.

	
Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link] as Fish Mooney – Smith was cast as Fish Mooney in February 2014.[39] She appeared throughout the season until her character was seemingly killed in the show's Season 1 finale after being dropped off the side of a tall building by Penguin.[40] When asked if her character will return in future seasons, Smith replied, "If she survives the fall. I signed for a year. I don't think any of us really thought that Fish would have the life that she's had or be one of the favorite characters on the show. She was there to service a purpose, as far as helping to tell Penguin's story. I'm a smart girl. I understood I was there to service Penguin. If she survives, I would definitely be willing to do whatever was necessary to continue servicing the story of Gotham."[41] In January 2016 it was announced that Smith would be reprising the role for the second half of season 2.[42]


	
Morena Baccarin as Leslie "Lee" Thompkins – Morena Baccarin was cast in October 2014.[43] Baccarin was promoted to a series regular for the second season, after recurring in the first season.[44]


	
James Frain as Theo Galavan / Azrael[image: External link] – In June 2015, Frain was announced as a series regular for season two.[45]


	
Jessica Lucas as Tabitha Galavan – In June 2015, Lucas was announced as series regular for season two.[45]


	
Chris Chalk as Lucius Fox – In March 2015, Chalk was announced as Lucius Fox,[46] and was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[47]


	
Drew Powell[image: External link] as Butch Gilzean / Cyrus Gold[image: External link][48] – Fish Mooney's right-hand man and mob enforcer[image: External link]. Victor Zsasz later "worked on" Butch, causing him to obey Oswald Cobblepot's every command, although this was later undone by Tabitha Galavan. Powell was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[49]


	
Nicholas D'Agosto[image: External link] as Harvey Dent[image: External link] – In July 2014, it was announced that Harvey Dent would appear in the show.[50] D'Agosto was revealed to portray Harvey Dent in October 2014,[51] and was promoted to a series regular for the second season.[52]


	
Michael Chiklis as Nathaniel Barnes / The Executioner[53] – In July 2015, Chiklis was announced as a series regular for season two as Captain Nathaniel Barnes.[54]


	Maggie Geha as Ivy "Pamela" Pepper – The character was portrayed by Clare Foley[image: External link] as a recurring character but starting with the second episode of season three, she was promoted to series regular with the role recast.[55][56]


	
Benedict Samuel as Jervis Tetch – In August 2016, Samuel was announced as a series regular for season 3. He is described as a psychotic hypnotist with a steadfast desire to find his missing sister Alice.[57]
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Initially, Heller said he was hesitant about doing a series about superheroes[image: External link], telling website Digital Spy[image: External link] that "I don't really know how to write about people with super powers".[58] Further elaborating to Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] that "I don't think Batman works very well on TV",[59] adding that "Frankly, all those superhero stories I've seen, I always love them until they get into the costume",[59] noting that at that point "they've stopped becoming humans."[59] It was Heller's son who suggested that the focus of the series be Commissioner Gordon from which Heller then further developed into the idea of Gordon being the investigator who investigated Bruce Wayne's parents' murder an idea he says that "gave us a starting point and allowed us to tell the saga from a much earlier point than before".[58]

On September 24, 2013, Fox[image: External link] announced that it had bypassed the traditional pilot phase[image: External link] and placed a straight-to-series order for Gotham, to be written and executive produced by Heller.[60] Gotham received a series order from Fox on May 5, 2014,[61] with the first season reported to consist of 16 episodes, rather than the standard 13 or 22.[62] On January 17, 2015, the series was renewed for a second season.[63]

Fox's Chairman of Entertainment Kevin Reilly[image: External link] stated, "We were only contractually obligated to order 13, and we ordered 16, because we think that's the way that show, at least in its first iteration, will be very strong to arc to. Could we do more next season? We certainly could, but that’s where we're starting with that one. That show is going to have a very strong, serialized element."[64] On October 13, Fox ordered an additional six episodes for the show, bringing the first season order to a full 22 episodes.[65]

Speaking of the project at the 2014 winter TCA[image: External link] press tour, Reilly described the series as "this operatic soap that has a slightly larger-than-life quality. This is not some adjunct companion series. This is the Batman franchise, just backing it up [in chronology]."[66] He later added that the series is separate from any DC film universe.[67] As part of a settlement with his heirs, Gotham and Batman Versus Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] were the first productions by DC that credited Bill Finger[image: External link] as co-creator of Batman.[68]
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In January 2014, rumors arose that Donal Logue[image: External link] would portray Gordon in the series. Logue denied these rumors via Twitter.[69] Logue was eventually cast as Harvey Bullock.[70]

In February 2014, Ben McKenzie was cast as James Gordon.[71] McKenzie had shot a previous pilot with Heller for CBS[image: External link], which led to Heller writing his characterization of Gordon with Mckenzie in mind.[72] Casting Bruce Wayne was challenging in part because, as Heller put it "It's such an important casting and it would've been very dangerous to cast the wrong person" adding that the casting process for Wayne "took a lot of negotiation, a lot of back and forth so that everyone was happy and comfortable."[58] In early March 2014, David Mazouz[image: External link] was cast as Bruce Wayne while Camren Bicondova[image: External link] was cast as Selina Kyle.[73] At the 2014 Chicago Comic & Entertainment Expo[image: External link], DC's Jim Cunningham said that Renee Montoya would be a character on the show.[74]
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In February 2014, it was reported that production would begin in New York City[image: External link] in March.[70] Filming for the first season finished on March 24, 2015.[75]
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In July 2014, it was announced that Graeme Revell[image: External link] would be the composer for the series.[76]
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The series premiered on Nine Network[image: External link] in Australia on October 12.[77] In Canada, it is shown in simulcast on CTV[image: External link] and reran on M3[image: External link].[78] In New Zealand, it premiered on TV2[image: External link] on September 28.[79] In the United Kingdom, it premiered on Channel 5[image: External link] on October 13.[80] In Ireland, it premiered on RTÉ2[image: External link] on 26 January 2015.[81]
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The pilot was screened at the Warner Bros. Television and DC Entertainment panel at San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] in July 2014.[82]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




In September 2014, Warner Bros.[image: External link] sold the series' worldwide video on demand[image: External link] rights to Netflix[image: External link].[83] The first season was released on DVD and Blu-ray on September 8, 2015.[84]
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In early October 2014, market research firm Survata[image: External link] polled more than 1,400 viewers to determine that Gotham was the major TV premiere, out of 24, that viewers were most interested to watch that year.[85]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Monday 8:00 pm
	22
	September 22, 2014
	8.21[86]
	May 4, 2015
	4.93[87]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	68
	7.56
	2.8[88]



	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 21, 2015
	4.57[89]
	May 23, 2016
	3.62[90]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	89
	5.37
	2.0[91]



	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 19, 2016
	3.90[92]
	June 5, 2017
	3.03[93]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




In Australia, the first and second episodes received 1.24 million and 896,000 viewers, respectively.[94] The timeshifted broadcasts were watched by 1.43 and 1.03 million, respectively.[95] The Canadian debut got 3.38 million viewers, making it the second most-watched telecast of the night and week.[96] The UK premiere was watched by 3.20 million viewers. The airings on the 1-hour and 24-hour timeshift channels were watched by 597,000 and 142,000 viewers, respectively.[97] In New Zealand, it was the most-watched program on the network, with 278,540 viewers.[98] The time shifted version was watched by 39,580 viewers.[99]
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	Season
	Critical response



	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	
	1
	80% (86 reviews)
	71 (34 reviews)



	
	2
	81% (14 reviews)
	62 (6 reviews)



	
	3
	87% (121 reviews)
	TBD




Season 1 of Gotham received generally positive reviews from critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the season a rating of 80%, based on 86 reviews, with an average rating of 7/10. The site's consensus states, "High production values, a talented cast, and an appealingly stylized approach to the Batman mythos help Gotham overcome its occasionally familiar themes."[100] Metacritic[image: External link] gives the season a score of 71 out of 100, based on 34 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[101]

David Hinckley of the New York Daily News[image: External link] praised the first episode for playing "like a 45-minute movie, with stunning visuals that never feel like a shrunken TV version of the Batman films against which it will inevitably be measured" and lauded Logue's Harvey Bullock as a scene-stealer.[102] The San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]' Chuck Barney called the pilot "a fun, dark, moody and well-paced first hour" and McKenzie's James Gordon a commanding lead, while saying Jada Pinkett Smith is "an absolute blast to watch."[103] Matt Brennan of Indiewire[image: External link] said that Gotham was "the perfect antidote to superhero fatigue", praising the "bright, pop-inflected aesthetic, with urban backdrops that appear as though cut out from the panels of a comic book."[104]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] criticized the first half of season one along with the mid-season premiere. He found the personalities of the most characters "already nearly fully formed; all they can become is more or less than what they already are." Jensen added that Gordon not being Gotham's redeemer hurt the premise of the show and heavily criticized what he saw as the under-use of Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link]'s character. In the end, he does not see Gotham "as a show for comic book fanboys" but rather as "a post-fanboy, or fanboy-irrelevant."[105] Oliver Sava of The A.V. Club[image: External link] lamented that "there have been dozens of interpretations of Batman and his city in the 75 years since their creation, and Gotham has trouble finding the right balance of influences".[106]
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 Season 2




The second season of Gotham received generally positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the season has a rating of 81%, based on 14 reviews, with an average rating of 7.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "While still tonally uneven in season two, Gotham is back with a renewed focus, moving away from disjointed case-of-the-week plots into a darker, more stable serialized story."[107] Metacritic[image: External link] gives the season a score of 62 out of 100, based on 6 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[108]
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 Season 3




The third season has received positive reviews from critics, receiving a rating of 89% on Rotten Tomatoes based on two reviews so far.[109]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominee
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Most Exciting New Series[image: External link]
	Gotham
	Won
	[110]



	2015
	American Society of Cinematographers[image: External link]
	Episode of a Regular Series
	Christopher Norr

"Spirit of the Goat"
	Nominated
	[111]

[112]



	Television Movie, Miniseries or Pilot
	David Stockton

"Pilot"
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild[image: External link]
	One-hour period or fantasy single-camera television series
	Doug Kraner

"Pilot," "Selina Kyle," "Arkham"
	Nominated
	[113]

[114]



	Gracie Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Drama
	Gotham
	Won
	[115]



	Motion Picture Sound Editors[image: External link]
	TV Short Form Music Score
	Ashley Revell

"Lovecraft"
	Nominated
	[116]

[117]



	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[118]



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[119]

[120]



	Favorite Actor In A New TV Series
	Benjamin McKenzie[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Actress In A New TV Series
	Jada Pinkett Smith
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[121]



	Best Performance by a Younger Actor in a Television Series
	Camren Bicondova[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Creative Arts Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Production Design For A Narrative Contemporary Or Fantasy Program (One Hour Or More)[image: External link]
	Doug Kraner

"Pilot"
	Nominated
	[122]



	Outstanding Costumes For A Contemporary Series, Limited Series or Movie
	Lisa Padovani

"Under the Knife"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Sound Editing For A Series[image: External link]
	George Haddad

"All Happy Families Are Alike"
	Nominated



	Outstanding Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Joseph Bell

"Lovecraft"
	Nominated



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Drama
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[123]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show - Drama[image: External link]
	Gotham
	Nominated
	[124]

[125]



	Choice TV Actor - Drama[image: External link]
	Benjamin McKenzie
	Nominated



	Choice TV - Villain[image: External link]
	Cameron Monaghan
	Nominated



	2017
	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Gotham
	Pending
	[126]
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 Other media




On February 1, 2016, Fox began airing episodes of a motion comic titled Gotham Stories, meant to tie into the series' second season.[127][128]

On January 31, 2017, the first Gotham tie-in[image: External link] novel[image: External link] was published by Titan[image: External link]. Dawn of Darkness by Jason Starr[image: External link] is described as an "official prequel" to the TV series.[129]
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Police Procedural






The police procedural, or police crime drama, is a subgenre of detective fiction[image: External link] that attempts to convincingly depict the activities of a police force[image: External link] as they investigate crimes[image: External link]. Although traditional detective novels usually concentrate on a single crime, police procedurals[image: External link] frequently depict investigations into several unrelated crimes in a single story. Traditional mysteries usually adhere to the convention of having the criminal's identity concealed until the climax[image: External link] (the so-called whodunit[image: External link]), whereas in police procedurals, the perpetrator's identity is often known to the audience from the outset (the inverted detective story[image: External link]). Police procedurals depict a number of police-related topics such as forensics[image: External link], autopsies[image: External link], the gathering of evidence[image: External link], the use of search warrants[image: External link], and interrogation[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early history




The roots of the police procedural have been traced to at least the mid-1880s. Wilkie Collins[image: External link]'s novel The Moonstone[image: External link] (1868), a tale of a Scotland Yard[image: External link] detective investigating the theft of a valuable diamond, has been described as perhaps the earliest clear example of the genre.[1]

However, Lawrence Treat[image: External link]'s 1945 novel V as in Victim is often cited, by Anthony Boucher[image: External link] (mystery critic for the New York Times[image: External link] Book Review) among others, as perhaps the first true police procedural. Another early example is Hillary Waugh[image: External link]'s Last Seen Wearing ...[image: External link], 1952. Even earlier examples from the 20th Century, predating Treat, include the novels Vultures in the Dark, 1925, and The Borrowed Shield, 1925, by Richard Enright[image: External link], retired New York City Police Commissioner[image: External link], Harness Bull, 1937, and Homicide, 1937, by former Southern California police officer Leslie T. White, P.C. Richardson's First Case, 1933, by Sir Basil Thomson[image: External link], former Assistant Commissioner[image: External link] of Scotland Yard[image: External link], and the short story collection Policeman's Lot, 1933, by former Buckinghamshire High Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Henry Wade[image: External link].

The procedural became more prominent after World War II[image: External link], and, while the contributions of novelists[image: External link] like Treat were significant, a large part of the impetus for the post-war development of the procedural as a distinct subgenre of the mystery was due, not to prose fiction, but to the popularity of a number of American films which dramatized and fictionalized actual crimes. Dubbed " semidocumentary[image: External link] films" by movie critics, these motion pictures, often filmed on location, with the cooperation of the law enforcement agencies involved in the actual case, made a point of authentically depicting police work. Examples include The Naked City[image: External link] (1948), The Street with No Name[image: External link] (1948), T-Men[image: External link] (1947), He Walked by Night[image: External link] (1948), and Border Incident[image: External link] (1949).

Films from other countries soon began following the semidocumentary trend. In France[image: External link], there was Quai des orfevres[image: External link] (1947), released in the United States[image: External link] as Jenny Lamour. In Japanese cinema[image: External link], there was Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s 1949 film Stray Dog[image: External link], a serious police procedural film noir[image: External link] that was also a precursor to the buddy cop film[image: External link] genre.[2] In the UK[image: External link], there were films such as The Blue Lamp[image: External link] (1950) and The Long Arm[image: External link] (1956) set in London and depicting the Metropolitan Police.

One semidocumentary, He Walked By Night[image: External link] (1948), released by Eagle-Lion Films[image: External link], featured a young radio actor named Jack Webb[image: External link] in a supporting role. The success of the film, along with a suggestion from LAPD[image: External link] Detective Sergeant[image: External link] Marty Wynn, the film's technical advisor[image: External link], gave Webb an idea for a radio drama[image: External link] that depicted police work in a similarly semidocumentary manner. The resulting series, Dragnet[image: External link], which debuted on radio in 1949 and made the transition to television in 1951, has been called "the most famous procedural of all time" by mystery novelists William L. DeAndrea[image: External link], Katherine V. Forrest[image: External link] and Max Allan Collins[image: External link].

The same year that Dragnet debuted on radio, Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning playwright Sidney Kingsley[image: External link]'s stage play Detective Story[image: External link] opened on Broadway[image: External link]. This frank, carefully researched dramatization of a typical day in an NYPD[image: External link] precinct[image: External link] detective squad became another benchmark in the development of the police procedural.

Over the next few years, the number of novelists who picked up on the procedural trend grew to include writers like Ben Benson, who wrote carefully researched novels about the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link], retired police officer Maurice Procter[image: External link], who wrote a series about North England cop Harry Martineau, and Jonathan Craig, who wrote short stories and novels about New York City[image: External link] police officers. Police novels by writers who would come to virtually define the form, like Hillary Waugh[image: External link], Ed McBain[image: External link], and John Creasey[image: External link] started to appear regularly.

In 1956, in his regular New York Times Book Review[image: External link] column, mystery critic Anthony Boucher[image: External link], noting the growing popularity of crime fiction in which the main emphasis was the realistic depiction of police work, suggested that such stories constituted a distinct subgenre of the mystery, and, crediting the success of Dragnet for the rise of this new form, coined the phrase "police procedural" to describe it.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Written stories
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 Ed McBain




Ed McBain, the pseudonym[image: External link] of Evan Hunter[image: External link], wrote dozens of novels in the 87th Precinct[image: External link] series beginning with Cop Hater[image: External link], published in 1956. Hunter continued to write 87th Precinct novels almost until his death in 2005. Although these novels focus primarily on Detective Steve Carella, they encompass the work of many officers working alone and in teams, and Carella is not always present in any individual book.

As if to illustrate the universality of the police procedural, many of McBain's 87th Precinct novels, despite their being set in a slightly fictionalized New York City, have been filmed in settings outside New York, even outside the US. Akira Kurosawa[image: External link]'s 1963 film, High and Low[image: External link], based on McBain's King's Ransom (1959), is set in Tokyo[image: External link]. Without Apparent Motive (1972), set on the French Riviera[image: External link], is based on McBain's Ten Plus One (1963). Claude Chabrol[image: External link]'s Les Liens de Sang[image: External link] (1978), based on Blood Relatives (1974), is set in Montreal[image: External link]. Even Fuzz[image: External link] (1972), based on the 1968 novel, though set in the US, moves the action to Boston[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 John Creasey/J. J. Marric




Perhaps ranking just behind McBain in importance to the development of the procedural as a distinct mystery subgenre is John Creasey[image: External link], a prolific writer of many different kinds of crime fiction, from espionage to criminal protagonist. He was inspired to write a more realistic crime novel when his neighbor, a retired Scotland Yard[image: External link] detective, challenged Creasey to "write about us as we are." The result was Inspector West Takes Charge, 1940, the first of more than forty novels to feature Roger West of the London Metropolitan Police[image: External link]. The West novels were, for the era, an unusually realistic look at Scotland Yard operations, but the plots were often wildly melodramatic, and, to get around thorny legal problems, Creasey gave West an "amateur detective" friend who was able to perform the extra-procedural acts that West, as a policeman, could not.

In the mid-1950s, inspired by the success of television's Dragnet and a similar British TV series, Fabian of the Yard[image: External link], Creasey decided to try a more down-to-earth series of cop stories. Adopting the pseudonym "J.J. Marric", he wrote Gideon's Day[image: External link], 1955, in which George Gideon[image: External link], a high-ranking detective at Scotland Yard, spends a busy day supervising his subordinates' investigations into several unrelated crimes. This novel was the first in a series of more than twenty books which brought Creasey his best critical notices. One entry, Gideon's Fire, 1961, won an Edgar Award[image: External link] from the Mystery Writers of America[image: External link] for Best Mystery Novel. The Gideon series, more than any other source, helped establish the common procedural plot structure of threading several autonomous story lines through a single novel.
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 Sjöwall and Wahlöö




Maj Sjöwall[image: External link] and Per Wahlöö[image: External link] planned and wrote the Martin Beck[image: External link] police procedural series of ten books between the 1960s and 1970s, set in Sweden[image: External link]. The series is particularly renowned for its extensive character development throughout the series.[3] Beck himself is gradually promoted from detective[image: External link] in a newly nationalised Swedish police force to Chief[image: External link] Inspector[image: External link] of the National Murder Squad, and the realistic depiction, as well as criticism of the Swedish welfare state[image: External link] at the time whilst the tedium of the police procedural continues in the background, is something still widely used today, with authors such as Jo Nesbø[image: External link] and Stieg Larsson[image: External link].[4] The books gave rise to the Swedish noir[image: External link] scene, and The Laughing Policeman[image: External link] earned a "Best Novel" Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America in 1971. The books were translated from Swedish into 35 different languages, and have sold roughly ten million copies. Sjöwall and Wahlöö used black humour[image: External link] extensively in the series,[5] and it is widely recognised as one of the finest police procedural series.
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 Elizabeth Linington/Dell Shannon/Lesley Egan




A prolific author of police procedurals, whose work has fallen out of fashion in the years since her death, is Elizabeth Linington[image: External link] writing under her own name, as well as "Dell Shannon" and "Lesley Egan." Linington reserved her Dell Shannon pseudonym primarily for procedurals featuring LAPD Central Homicide[image: External link] Lieutenant[image: External link] Luis Mendoza (1960–86). Under her own name she wrote about Sergeant Ivor Maddox of LAPD's North Hollywood Station, and as Lesley Egan she wrote about suburban cop Vic Varallo. These novels are often considered severely flawed, partly due to the author's far-right political viewpoint (she was a proud member of the John Birch Society[image: External link]), but primarily because Miss Linington's books, notwithstanding the frequent comments she made about the depth of her research, were all seriously deficient in the single element most identified with the police procedural, technical accuracy. However, they have a certain charm in their depiction of a kinder, gentler California, where the police were always "good guys" who solved all the crimes and respected the citizenry.
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 Georges Simenon




It has been suggested[by whom?[image: External link]] that the Inspector Maigret[image: External link] novels of Georges Simenon[image: External link] aren't really procedurals because of their strong focus on the lead character, but the novels have always included subordinate members of his staff as supporting characters. More importantly, Simenon, who had been a journalist covering police investigations before creating Maigret, was giving an accurate depiction, or at least the appearance of an accurate depiction, of law enforcement in Paris. Further, Simenon's influence on later European procedural writers, like Sweden[image: External link]'s Maj Sjöwall and Per Wahlöö[image: External link], or Baantjer[image: External link], is obvious.
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 Joseph Wambaugh




Though not the first police officer to write procedurals, Joseph Wambaugh[image: External link]'s success has caused him to become the exemplar of cops who turn their professional experiences into fiction. The son of a Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], policeman, Wambaugh joined the Los Angeles Police Department after a stint of military duty. In 1970, his first novel, The New Centurions[image: External link], was published. This followed three police officers through their training in the Academy, their first few years on the street, culminating in the Watts riots of 1965. It was followed by such novels as The Blue Knight, 1971, The Choirboys[image: External link], 1975, Hollywood Station, 2006, and acclaimed non-fiction books like The Onion Field[image: External link], 1973, Lines and Shadows, 1984, and Fire Lover, 2002. Wambaugh has said that his main purpose is less to show how cops work on the job, than how the job works on cops.
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 Tony Hillerman




Tony Hillerman[image: External link], the author of 17 novels involving Jim Chee and Joe Leaphorn, wrote procedurals in which the procedures were those of the Navajo Tribal Police[image: External link].
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 Detective novel writers




It is difficult to disentangle the early roots of the procedural from its forebear, the traditional detective novel, which often featured a police officer as protagonist. By and large, the better known novelists such as Ngaio Marsh[image: External link] produced work that falls more squarely into the province of the traditional or "cozy" detective novel. Nevertheless, some of the work of authors less well known today, like Freeman Wills Crofts[image: External link]'s novels about Inspector French or some of the work of the prolific team of G.D.H.[image: External link] and Margaret Cole[image: External link], might be considered as the antecedents of today's police procedural. British mystery novelist and critic Julian Symons[image: External link], in his 1972 history of crime fiction, Bloody Murder, labeled these proto-procedurals "humdrums," because of their emphasis on the plodding nature of the investigators.
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 Televised stories
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 TV creators





	
Barbara Avedon[image: External link]: co-creator of Cagney & Lacey[image: External link].

	
Donald P. Bellisario[image: External link]: creator of NCIS[image: External link] and JAG[image: External link]


	
Steven Bochco[image: External link]: creator of Hill Street Blues[image: External link], the experimental musical police procedural Cop Rock[image: External link], the longer-lived NYPD Blue[image: External link] and short lived Brooklyn South[image: External link].

	
Andy Breckman[image: External link]: creator of Monk[image: External link].

	
Stephen J. Cannell[image: External link]: creator of Silk Stalkings[image: External link], 21 Jump Street[image: External link] and The Commish[image: External link]


	
Barbara Corday[image: External link]: co-creator of Cagney & Lacey[image: External link].

	
Bruno Heller[image: External link]: creator of The Mentalist[image: External link].

	
Jeff Davis[image: External link]: creator of Criminal Minds[image: External link].

	
Tom Fontana[image: External link]: creator of Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] and The Beat[image: External link].

	
Steve Franks[image: External link]: creator of Psych[image: External link].

	
Leonard Freeman[image: External link]: creator and producer of Hawaii Five-O[image: External link].

	
Hart Hanson[image: External link]: creator of Bones[image: External link].

	
Tim Kring[image: External link]: creator of Crossing Jordan[image: External link].

	
Richard Levinson[image: External link]: co-creator of Columbo[image: External link].

	
William Link[image: External link]: co-creator of Columbo[image: External link].

	
Barbara Machin: creator of Waking the Dead[image: External link].

	
Abby Mann[image: External link]: creator of Kojak[image: External link].

	
Andrew W. Marlowe[image: External link]: creator of Castle[image: External link].

	
Quinn Martin[image: External link]: producer of such shows as The Untouchables[image: External link], The F.B.I.[image: External link] and The Streets of San Francisco[image: External link].

	
Christopher Murphey[image: External link]: creator of Body of Proof[image: External link].

	
Geoff McQueen[image: External link]: creator of The Bill[image: External link].

	
David Milch[image: External link]: co-creator of NYPD Blue[image: External link].

	
Shawn Ryan[image: External link] creator of The Shield[image: External link].

	
David Simon[image: External link]: co-creator of Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] and creator of The Wire[image: External link].

	
Hank Steinberg[image: External link]: creator of Without a Trace[image: External link].

	
Meredith Stiehm[image: External link]: creator of Cold Case[image: External link].

	
Joseph Wambaugh[image: External link]: creator of Police Story[image: External link].

	
Jack Webb[image: External link]: creator, producer, and principal actor in Dragnet[image: External link], and co-creator of Adam-12[image: External link].

	
Dick Wolf[image: External link]: creator of the Law & Order franchise[image: External link].

	
Anthony Yerkovich[image: External link]: creator of Miami Vice[image: External link].

	
Anthony E. Zuiker[image: External link]: creator of the CSI franchise[image: External link].
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 TV series




Main article: List of police television dramas[image: External link]
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 United States





	
Dragnet[image: External link] (1951–59, 1967–70, 1989–91 and 2003–04) was a pioneering police procedural that began on radio in 1949 and then on television in 1951. Dragnet established the tone of many police dramas in subsequent decades, and the rigorously authentic depictions of such elements as organizational structure, professional jargon, legal issues, etc., set the standard for technical accuracy that became the most identifiable element of the police procedural in all media. The show was occasionally accused of presenting an overly idealized portrait of law enforcement in which the police (represented by Sgt. Joe Friday[image: External link]) were invariably presented as "good guys" and the criminals as "bad guys", with little moral flexibility or complexity between the two. However, many episodes depicted sympathetic perpetrators while others depicted unsympathetic or corrupt cops. Further, though Jack Webb may have seemed to go to extremes to depict the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] in a favorable light, most depictions of cops at the time of Dragnet's debut were both unsympathetic and unrealistic. Webb's depiction was meant to offer balance. Also, the show benefited from the unprecedented technical advice, involvement, and support of the LAPD, a first in TV, which may also have been an incentive to depict the Department favorably. After the success of Dragnet, Webb produced other procedural shows like The DA's Man, about an undercover investigator for the Manhattan District Attorney[image: External link]'s Office, Adam-12[image: External link], about a pair of uniformed LAPD[image: External link] officers patrolling their beat in a radio car, and O'Hara, U.S. Treasury[image: External link], with David Janssen[image: External link] as a trouble-shooting federal officer.

	
The Untouchables[image: External link] (1959–63) fictionalized real-life Federal Agent Eliot Ness[image: External link]'s ongoing fight with prohibition-era gangs in Chicago[image: External link] and elsewhere. Originally a two-part presentation on the anthology series Desilu Playhouse[image: External link], it made such a splash that a series was launched the following fall. That two-part pilot, later released to theaters under the title The Scarface Mob, stuck comparatively close to the actual events, with Ness, as played by Robert Stack[image: External link], recruiting a team of incorruptible investigators to help bring down Al Capone[image: External link]. Later episodes showed Ness and his squad, after Capone, going after just about every big name gangster of the era, and when the writers ran out of real-life figures to pit against Ness, they created new ones. Quinn Martin[image: External link], who would become closely associated with police and crime shows like this, produced the series during its first season, leaving to found his own company, QM Productions, which would go one to produce police procedural shows like The New Breed[image: External link], The F.B.I.[image: External link], Dan August[image: External link], and The Streets of San Francisco[image: External link] over the next twenty years. The success of the series led to an Academy Award[image: External link]-winning motion picture[image: External link] in 1987, and a new TV series[image: External link] that was syndicated to local stations in 1993.

	
Police Story[image: External link] (1973–78) was an anthology series set in Los Angeles created by LAPD[image: External link] Detective Sergeant Joseph Wambaugh. Hard-hitting and unflinchingly realistic, its anthology format made it possible to look at LAPD police work from many different perspectives, what it was like to be a woman in a male-dominated profession, an honest cop suspected of corruption, a rookie cop, an undercover narc, a veteran facing retirement, or a cop who had to adjust to crippling injuries incurred in the line of duty. Despite its anthology format, there were a number of characters who appeared in more than one episode, including Robbery/Homicide partners Tony Calabrese (Tony Lo Bianco[image: External link]) and Bert Jameson (Don Meredith[image: External link]), vice cop turned homicide detective Charlie Czonka (James Farentino[image: External link]), and stakeout-surveillance specialist Joe LaFrieda (Vic Morrow[image: External link]). Several series were spun off from the show, including Police Woman[image: External link], Joe Forrester, and Man Undercover[image: External link]. During its last two seasons, the show appeared as an irregular series of two-hour TV movies[image: External link] rather than a weekly one-hour program. The show was revived for a season in 1988, using old scripts reshot with new casts when a writers' strike made new material inaccessible.

	
Kojak[image: External link] (1973–78, 1989–90) created by Abby Mann[image: External link], focused on a veteran New York City[image: External link] detective-lieutenant played by Telly Savalas[image: External link]. Its exteriors were filmed at New York's Ninth Precinct, the same place where NYPD Blue[image: External link]'s exteriors would be filmed. In 1989 Savalas returned to the role briefly for five two-hour episodes, in which Kojak had been promoted to inspector[image: External link] and placed in charge of the Major Crimes Squad. It rotated with three other detective shows on ABC[image: External link]. A 2005 remake for the USA Network[image: External link] starred Ving Rhames[image: External link]. Kojak's most memorable character trait was his signature lollipop.

	
Hill Street Blues[image: External link] (1981–87) featured a number of intertwined storylines in each episode, and pioneered depiction of the conflicts between the work and private lives of officers and detectives on which the police procedural was centered. The show had a deliberate "documentary" style, depicting officers who were flawed and human, and dealt openly with the gray areas of morality between right and wrong. It was set in an unidentified east coast or Midwestern US city. The show was written by Steven Bochco[image: External link] and Michael Kozoll.

	
Cagney and Lacey[image: External link] (1982–88) revolved around two female NYPD detectives who led very different lives. Christine Cagney, played by Sharon Gless[image: External link], was a single-minded, witty, brash career woman. Mary Beth Lacey was a resourceful, sensitive working mom. Loretta Swit[image: External link] was the original choice for Cagney [she played the role in a TV movie] however she couldn't get out of her contract on M*A*S*H[image: External link]. During the first season, Meg Foster[image: External link] played the part of Cagney, while Tyne Daly[image: External link] played Lacey, the role she'd originated in the pilot. CBS[image: External link] canceled the series claiming low ratings. It was brought back due both to a letter-writing campaign which drew millions of letters nationwide and because the ratings went up during summer reruns. A TV Guide[image: External link] magazine read "Welcome Back". Daly continued as Lacey, but Foster was replaced with Gless, who would become the actress most identified with the part. It had 36 nominations and 14 wins during its run. Four TV movies were broadcast after the series ended.

	
Miami Vice[image: External link] (1984–90) and 21 Jump Street[image: External link] (1987–91) showed the MTV style of Police procedurals.

	The Law & Order franchise[image: External link], which started with the long-running series Law & Order[image: External link] (1990–2010), focuses on the two 'halves' of a criminal proceeding in the New York City[image: External link] criminal justice system: the investigation of the crime by the New York City Police Department[image: External link] homicide detectives and the subsequent prosecution of the criminals by the New York County District Attorney[image: External link]'s office. The success of the original Law & Order inspired nine other spin-off[image: External link] series in four different countries:

	Five in the U.S.: Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] (1999–present), which focuses on sex crimes such as rape and child molestation, Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] (2001–11), focusing on major crimes from the point of view of the criminal and capturing them from a psychological side, Law & Order: Trial by Jury[image: External link] (2005–06), which focuses more on the trial from both the prosecution and the defense teams' points of view, Conviction[image: External link] (2006) and Law & Order: LA[image: External link] (2010–11). Special Victims Unit, Criminal Intent, and LA series focused more on the police procedurals than Trial by Jury and Conviction. As of August 2011, Special Victims Unit is the only currently running American series in the Law & Order franchise.

	Two in Russia[image: External link]: Adaptations of Special Victims Unit (2007) and Criminal Intent (2007), both set in Moscow[image: External link].

	
Paris enquêtes criminelles[image: External link] (2007), a French[image: External link] adaptation of Criminal Intent set in Paris[image: External link].

	
Law & Order: UK[image: External link] (2009–present), a British[image: External link] adaptation of the original Law & Order set in London[image: External link].








	Aside from being its depiction of police investigation, this program also relates to the legal drama[image: External link] and "forensic pathology" subgenres, and has inspired such other programs as the CSI[image: External link] series[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]





	
Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link] (1993–99; TV movie in 2000), a police procedural focusing on the homicide unit of the Baltimore[image: External link] city police department. Critically praised[citation needed[image: External link]] (although frequently struggling in the ratings), the show was more of an ensemble piece, focusing on the activities of the unit as a whole (although significant characters such as Detective Frank Pembleton[image: External link] and Detective John Munch[image: External link], who has also appeared on the various Law & Order shows, among others, became popular with viewers). The show (particularly in its first three seasons) used long-form arcs to depict ongoing criminal investigations, such as the investigation of a murdered child in the first season, which ran through 13 episodes but ended without an arrest or conviction, or even conclusive proof of who committed the crime. The show also heavily featured the complex internal politics of the police department, suggesting that rising through the ranks has more to do with personal connections, favors and opportunism than genuine ability.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
NYPD Blue[image: External link] (1993–2005) explored the internal and external struggles of the assorted investigators of the fictional 15th Precinct of Manhattan. The show gained notoriety for profanity and nudity never previously broadcast on American network television. NYPD Blue was created by genre veteran Steven Bochco[image: External link] and David Milch[image: External link]. The cast of NYPD Blue included actor Dennis Franz, who previously played Detective Buntz on Hill Street Blues, as well as on a spin-off series, Beverly Hills Buntz. Another cast member, David Caruso, would later play Lt. Horatio Caine on CSI: Miami.

	The CSI franchise[image: External link] which started with CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link] (2000–2015) and eventually spawned three spin-offs focused on solving ordinary crimes using forensics, CSI: Miami[image: External link] (2002-2012) and CSI: NY[image: External link] (2004-2013). These three shows focus on three groups of forensic scientists in Las Vegas[image: External link], Miami[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link] who investigate how and why a person has died and if it is a murder or not by investigating not only whodunit[image: External link] but also howdunit. A fourth spin-off, CSI: Cyber[image: External link] (2015-2016), focused on cyber crime and its impact on modern society.

	The CSI franchise inspired other forensic shows such as Body of Proof[image: External link] (2011–2013), Bones[image: External link] (2005-2017) and Crossing Jordan[image: External link] (2001–2007).

	The CSI franchise also inspired other crime dramas involving teams solving crimes but not relying on forensics; these include victim and witness memory for cold cases and missing people in Cold Case[image: External link] (2003–2010) and Without a Trace[image: External link] (2002-2009) respectively, physiological profiling in Criminal Minds[image: External link] (2005-), using mathematics[image: External link] in Numbers[image: External link] (2005-2010) and using deception in The Mentalist[image: External link] (2008–2015).





	
The Shield[image: External link] (2002–08) is about an experimental division of the Los Angeles Police Department set up in the fictional Farmington district ("the Farm") of Los Angeles, using a converted church ("the Barn") as their police station, and featuring a group of detectives called "The Strike Team", who will do anything to bring justice to the streets. Michael Chiklis (Chiklis previously played the title character in the TV series The Commish) has top billing with his portrayal of Strike Team leader Detective Victor "Vic" Mackey. The show has an ensemble cast that will normally run a number of separate story lines through each episode. It was on the FX network[image: External link] and was known for its portrayal of police brutality and its realism. The show inspired other shows similar to The Shield such as Dark Blue[image: External link] and Southland[image: External link]. The Shield was created by writer/producer Shawn Ryan[image: External link].

	
The Wire[image: External link] (2002–08), a television drama series set and produced in and around Baltimore, Maryland, created and primarily written by author and former police reporter David Simon[image: External link]. Simon has stated that he originally set out to create a police drama loosely based on the experiences of his writing partner Ed Burns[image: External link], a former homicide[image: External link] detective[image: External link]. Burns, when working on protracted investigations of violent drug dealers using surveillance[image: External link] technology, had often been frustrated by the bureaucracy of the Baltimore police department; Simon saw similarities with his own ordeals as a police reporter for The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. The show is realistic in depicting the processes of both police work and criminal activity, with many of the plot points based on the experiences of Simon and Burns. Despite only receiving modest ratings and never winning major television awards, The Wire has been described by many critics as the greatest television series ever made and one of the most accomplished works of fiction of the 2000s.[6][7][8][9][10][11]


	
NCIS franchise[image: External link] was spun off from JAG[image: External link] and features NCIS[image: External link] (2003-), NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link] (2009-) and NCIS: New Orleans[image: External link] (2014-). The focus of the franchise is the Naval Criminal Investigative Service[image: External link] as they investigate crimes related to the US Navy[image: External link] and Marine Corps[image: External link]. NCIS deals with the caseload of the Major Case Response Team, while NCIS: Los Angeles deals with special undercover assignments and NCIS New Orleans focuses on a small group of agents who handle cases from the Mississippi River to the Texas Panhandle.

	
Castle[image: External link] (2009-2016), The Mentalist[image: External link] (2008-2015), Monk[image: External link] (2002–2009) and Psych[image: External link] (2006-2014) feature quirky investigators with their own district methods of solving crimes and are equally comedic shows as they are police procedurals.

	
Chicago franchise[image: External link] is a multi-genre franchise that focuses on the Chicago[image: External link] Police Department[image: External link], the Fire Department[image: External link] and the Medical branch[image: External link] respectively.
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 India





	
C.I.D.[image: External link] (1995–present) C.I.D. is an Indian crime detective series that airs on Sony TV. It is about a team of detectives belonging to the Criminal Investigation Department in Mumbai. The protagonists of the show are played by Shivaji Satam[image: External link], Aditya Srivastava[image: External link], Dayanand Shetty[image: External link], Dinesh Phadnis[image: External link], Hrishikesh Pandey[image: External link], Vivek Mashru, Jasveer Kaur[image: External link], Ansha Saeed.The forensic experts are played by Narendra Gupta[image: External link] and Shraddha Musale[image: External link] respectively.
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Fabian of the Yard[image: External link], (1954–55) – possibly the first police drama to be made for British TV, this series, based on the memoirs of real-life Scotland Yard detective Robert Fabian, had a lot in common with Dragnet[image: External link]. Just as Dragnet had been the first network drama series with continuing characters to be shot on film, so Fabian of the Yard was one of the first British series to be filmed. Both shows featured voice-over narration by the main character; both fictionalized stories derived from real-life cases; and both ended with an epilogue that revealed the ultimate fate of the criminals. On Fabian, this took the form of a medium-shot of Bruce Seton, who played Fabian in the series, seated at a desk. The shot slowly dissolved into one of the real-life Fabian in the same pose at the same desk. At that point, the actual Fabian stood up and told the audience what happened to the criminal he'd caught in the real-life case that had just been dramatized.

	
Dixon of Dock Green[image: External link], (1955–76) – Jack Warner[image: External link] reprised the role of Constable[image: External link] George Dixon, the uniformed beat cop he had played in The Blue Lamp[image: External link], despite the fact that the Dixon character had been tragically murdered in that film. During the course of this somewhat gentle series, Warner's character became, for many, the living embodiment of what every British "bobby" was supposed to be. As the series progressed, Dixon went through several promotions, eventually winding up as the Station Sergeant[image: External link] at his local division. By the final season, with Warner now over 80, Dixon retired and the focus shifted to the younger officers he'd trained up over the years.

	
No Hiding Place[image: External link], (1957–67) – Produced with the cooperation of Scotland Yard, this long-running series featured Raymond Francis as high-ranking Met detective Tom Lockhart. During its run, the series went through several title changes. When it began in 1957, it was known as Murder Bag, referring to the bag of investigative tools[image: External link] that Superintendent[image: External link] Lockhart carried with him whenever he was called to a case. In 1959, with Lockhart promoted to Chief Superintendent[image: External link], it became Crime Sheet. Later in 1959, the series was given its final and best-remembered title, No Hiding Place, which lasted until the series ended in 1967.

	
Z-Cars[image: External link], (1962–78) – a police drama about two teams of uniformed constables (Brian Blessed[image: External link], Joseph Brady[image: External link], James Ellis[image: External link], and Jeremy Kemp[image: External link]) assigned to "Crime Patrol" duties in a pair of powerful Ford Zephyrs[image: External link], under the supervision of Detective Sergeant John Watt (Frank Windsor[image: External link]) and Detective Chief Inspector[image: External link] Charlie Barlow (Stratford Johns[image: External link]). A franker, and often less flattering portrait of police work than audience were used to seeing on Dixon of Dock Green, the show was an immediate hit, its popularity generating spin-offs like Softly, Softly[image: External link] (1966–76), Barlow at Large[image: External link] (1971–75), and Second Verdict[image: External link] (1976).

	
Gideon's Way[image: External link], (1965–66) – a crime series produced during 1964/65 and based on the novels by John Creasey[image: External link] (as J. J. Marric). The series was made at Elstree in twin production with The Saint[image: External link] TV series. It starred Liverpudlian John Gregson[image: External link] in the title role as Commander George Gideon of Scotland Yard[image: External link], with Alexander Davion as his assistant, Detective Chief Inspector David Keen, Reginald Jessup as Det. Superintendent LeMaitre (nicknamed Lemmy), Ian Rossiter as Detective Chief Superintendent Joe Bell and Basil Dignam[image: External link] as Commissioner Scott-Marle.

	
New Scotland Yard[image: External link], (1972–74) – a police drama series produced by London Weekend Television[image: External link] (LWT) for the ITV[image: External link] network between 1972 and 1974. It features the activities of two officers from the Criminal Investigations Department[image: External link] (CID) in the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] force headquarters at New Scotland Yard[image: External link], as they dealt with the assorted villains of the day.

	
The Sweeney[image: External link], (1975–78) – a drama series focusing on the Flying Squad[image: External link] of the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] and their twenty-four-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week job of catching some of the most dangerous and violent criminals in London. The television program[image: External link] featured Detective Inspector[image: External link] Jack Regan (John Thaw[image: External link]) and other tough-talking hard-drinking members of his elite unit, both on and off duty. With its high level of violence, location filming, bold frankness, and well written scripts, The Sweeney revolutionized the genre. The series was so phenomenally popular that two feature-length movies, Sweeney! (1976) and Sweeney 2 (1978) were released to theatres during the show's original broadcast run.

	
The Gentle Touch[image: External link], (1980–84) – a British police drama television series made by London Weekend Television for ITV. Commencing transmission on 11 April 1980, the series is notable for being the first British series to feature a female police detective as its leading character, ahead of the similarly themed BBC series Juliet Bravo by four months.

	
Juliet Bravo[image: External link], (1980–85) – a British television series, which ran on BBC1. The theme of the series concerned a female police inspector who took over control of a police station in the fictional town of Hartley in Lancashire.

	
Taggart[image: External link] (1983–2010)

	
The Bill[image: External link], (1984–2010) – a drama series focusing on both the uniformed and plain-clothes police officers working out of a fictional inner-London police station. The original conception of this series was as purely procedural, with an almost fly-on-the-wall approach that survived to an extent throughout.

	The Prime Suspect[image: External link] series, (1991–2006) – featuring Helen Mirren[image: External link] as Detective Chief Inspector (later Chief Superintendent) Jane Tennison, which focused on the police investigations and on Tennison's conflicts with her fellow officers as a prominent female detective in a heavily male-dominated work environment, as well as her personal problems concerning her family and after-work life.

	
Cracker[image: External link] (1993–95) - hard-hitting drama series following dysfunctional criminal psychologist Dr Edward "Fitz" Fitzgerald, played by Robbie Coltrane[image: External link]


	
McCallum[image: External link] (1995–98)

	
Hamish Macbeth[image: External link] (1995–97) - police drama-comedy set in the west coast Highlands of Scotland, starring Robert Carlyle[image: External link]


	
The Cops[image: External link] (1998–2000) – perhaps the most realistic police drama series yet seen on British TV, noted for its documentary-style camerawork and uncompromising portrayal of the police force.

	
Heartbeat[image: External link] (1992–2010) is made by Yorkshire Television[image: External link] at The Leeds Studios[image: External link] for broadcast on ITV[image: External link]. It lasted 18 series. Set in 1960s Yorkshire[image: External link], in the fictional town of Ashfordly and the nearby village of Aidensfield in the North Riding of Yorkshire[image: External link], the motorcycle-riding Aidensfield village bobby was originally played by Nick Berry[image: External link].

	
Rebus[image: External link] (2000–07)

	
Law & Order: UK[image: External link] (2009–present) is an adaptation of the Law & Order franchise[image: External link] for the British market. The programme is financed by Kudos Film and Television[image: External link], Wolf Films (a company owned by Dick Wolf[image: External link], the creator of the franchise) and NBC Universal[image: External link] and airs on ITV[image: External link]. The show is adapted from scripts and episodes of the original U.S. Law & Order[image: External link].

	
Suspects[image: External link] (2014–present) is an East London-based police procedural shot in a stripped-back documentary style using improvised dialogue,[12] and follows DS Jack Weston (Damien Molony[image: External link]), DC Charlie Steele (Claire-Hope Ashitey[image: External link]) and their superior DI Martha Bellamy (Fay Ripley[image: External link]) as they investigate various crimes.

	
No Offence[image: External link] (2015-present) is a Manchester[image: External link]-based police procedural created by Paul Abbott[image: External link]. The show follows a team of detectives from Friday Street police station, a division of the Manchester Metropolitan Police (a fictionalised version of Greater Manchester Police[image: External link]), and stars Joanna Scanlan[image: External link] as Detective Inspector Viv Deering.
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 Ireland





	
The Burke Enigma[image: External link] – RTÉ[image: External link] 1978.

	
DDU: District Detective Unit[image: External link], (1998–99) was made by RTÉ, set in Waterford City and starring Sean McGinley[image: External link].

	
Single-Handed[image: External link] (2007–) is set in the west of Ireland.

	
Proof[image: External link] (2003–04) set in Dublin and starring Orla Brady[image: External link].

	
Na Cloigne (The Heads) a 2010 three-part supernatural police procedural produced for TG4[image: External link].
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 Italy





	
Il commissario Montalbano[image: External link] is an Italian television series produced and broadcast by RAI since 1999, based on the detective novels of Andrea Camilleri.

	
Commissario Guido Brunetti[image: External link] is a German television series based on the books of Donna Leon[image: External link]. It has been produced since 2000 by the ARD[image: External link] in Germany. This TV series is also shown in Spain. Music: André Rieu[image: External link].
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 Germany





	
Tatort[image: External link] (Crime scene) is German television series running since 1970 with Austrian and Switzerland's national broadcast in a joined production pool.
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Mortimer's Patch[image: External link] (1980-84) - set in provincial New Zealand and starring Terence Cooper[image: External link], Sean Duffy, Don Selwyn[image: External link] and Jim Hickey[image: External link]


	
Shark in the Park[image: External link] (1989–92) – set in Wellington and starring Jeffrey Thomas[image: External link]


	
Duggan[image: External link] (1997–99) – set in New Zealand's Marlborough Sounds and starring John Bach[image: External link]


	
Plainclothes (1995) – set in Auckland and starring Alan Dale[image: External link]


	
The Brokenwood Mysteries[image: External link] (2014–) – set in a fictitious small town in the north of New Zealand and starring Neill Rea
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 Australia





	
Bellamy[image: External link] (Network Ten 1981)

	
Bluey[image: External link] (Seven Network 1976–77)

	
Blue Heelers[image: External link] (Seven Network 1994–2006) 510 episodes set in the fictional rural town of Mount Thomas[image: External link], Victoria, was produced by Southern Star Entertainment[image: External link] for the Seven Network[image: External link].

	
City Homicide[image: External link] (Seven Network 2007–11) Set in Melbourne[image: External link], Victoria[image: External link]. Follows the investigations of six detectives and their two superior officers in the homicide squad of the Victoria Police[image: External link].

	
Cop Shop[image: External link] (Seven Network, 1977–84)

	
Division 4[image: External link] (Nine Network 1969–75) made by Crawford Productions, ran on the Nine Network for 301 episodes.

	
The Feds (Nine Network 1993–96)

	
Homicide[image: External link] (Seven Network 1964–76) was an Australian police procedural television series made by Crawford Productions for the Seven Network. One of the first commercial TV series produced especially for Australian TV, and the first to depict the operations of a modern-day Australian police force, its historical significance in Australian television is analogous to the importance of Dragnet in the United States.

	
The Link Men[image: External link] (Nine Network 1970)

	
The Long Arm[image: External link] (Network Ten 1970)

	
Matlock Police[image: External link] (Network Ten 1971–75) was set in the rural town of Matlock, Victoria[image: External link] and lasted 229 episodes.

	
Murder Call[image: External link] (Nine Network 1997–99)

	
Phoenix (ABC 1992–93)

	
Police Rescue[image: External link] (ABC 1991–96)

	
Rush[image: External link] (Network Ten 2008–11) follows the stories of a tactical police unit in Melbourne, Victoria.

	
Skirts (TV series)[image: External link] (Seven Network 1990)

	
Small Claims[image: External link] (Network Ten 2005–06)

	
Solo One[image: External link] (Seven Network 1976) a short-lived spin-off from Matlock Police


	
Special Squad[image: External link] (Network Ten 1984)

	
Stingers[image: External link] (Nine Network 1998–2004)

	
Water Rats[image: External link] (Nine Network 1996–2001) 177 episodes set in Sydney Harbour, New South Wales, focusing on the Sydney Water Police.

	
White Collar Blue[image: External link] (Network Ten 2002–03)

	
Wildside[image: External link] (ABC 1997–99)

	
Young Lions[image: External link] (Nine Network 2002)
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 Comic strips and books




The comic strip[image: External link] Dick Tracy[image: External link] is often pointed to as an early procedural. Indeed, in his introduction to a 1970 collection of Tracy strips entitled The Celebrated Cases of Dick Tracy, no less an authority than Ellery Queen[image: External link] suggested that Tracy, predating Webb, Treat, Creasey, and McBain, was the first "truly" procedural policeman in any fictional medium.

Certainly Tracy creator Chester Gould[image: External link] seemed to be trying reflect the real world. Tracy himself, conceived by Gould as a "modern-day Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]", was partly modeled on real-life law enforcer Eliot Ness, and his first, and most frequently recurring, antagonist, the Big Boy[image: External link], was based on Ness's real-life nemesis Al Capone. Other members of Tracy's Rogues Gallery[image: External link], like Boris Arson, Flattop Jones[image: External link], and Maw Famon, were inspired, respectively, by John Dillinger[image: External link], Charles "Pretty Boy" Floyd[image: External link], and Kate "Ma" Barker[image: External link].

More to the point, Gould was making a genuine attempt to portray police work realistically. Once Tracy was sold to the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] syndicate, Gould enrolled in a criminology class at Northwestern University[image: External link], met with members of the Chicago Police Department[image: External link], and did research at the Department's crime lab, to make his depiction of law enforcement more authentic. Ultimately, he hired retired Chicago[image: External link] policeman Al Valanis, a pioneering forensic sketch artist, as both an artistic assistant and police technical advisor.

Later stories, in which Gould veered into space opera[image: External link] and extraterrestrial contacts, mitigated somewhat against the strip's being recognized for its early use of realistic police procedure, but any examination of the Tracy strip from its beginnings in 1931 through the 1950s makes Gould's status as a pioneer in the police procedural subgenre clear.

The success of Tracy led to many more police strips. While some, like Norman Marsh's Dan Dunn[image: External link] were unabashedly slavish imitations of Tracy, others, like Dashiell Hammett[image: External link]'s and Alex Raymond[image: External link]'s Secret Agent X-9[image: External link], took a more original approach. Still others, like Eddie Sullivan's and Charlie Schmidt's Radio Patrol[image: External link] and Will Gould's Red Barry, steered a middle course. One of the best post-Tracy procedural comics was Kerry Drake[image: External link], written and created by Allen Saunders and illustrated by Alfred Andriola[image: External link]. It diverged from the metropolitan settings used in Tracy to tell the story of the titular Chief Investigator for the District Attorney of a small-town jurisdiction. Later, following a personal tragedy, he leaves the DA's Office and joins his small city's police force in order to fight crime closer to the grass roots level. As both a DA's man and a city cop, he fights a string of flamboyant, Gould-ian criminals like "Stitches", "Bottleneck", and "Bulldozer."

Other syndicated police strips include Zane Grey[image: External link]'s King of the Royal Mounted[image: External link], depicting police work in the contemporary Canadian Northwest, Lank Leonard's Mickey Finn[image: External link], which emphasized the home life of a hard-working cop, and Dragnet, which adapted stories from the pioneering radio-TV series into comics. Early comic books[image: External link] with police themes tended to be reprints of syndicated newspaper strips like Tracy and Drake. Others adapted police stories from other mediums, like the radio-inspired anthology comic Gang Busters[image: External link], Dell's 87th Precinct issues, which adapted McBain's novels, or The Untouchables, which adapted the fictionalized TV adventures of real-life policeman Eliot Ness.

More recently, there have been attempts to depict police work with the kind of hard-edged realism seen in the novels of writers like Wambaugh, such as Marvel's[image: External link] four-issue mini-series Cops: The Job, in which a rookie police officer learns to cope with the physical, emotional, and mental stresses of law enforcement during her first patrol assignment. With superheroes[image: External link] having long dominated the comic book market, there have been some recent attempts to integrate elements of the police procedural into the universe of costumed crime-fighters. Gotham Central[image: External link], for example, depicts a group of police detectives operating in Batman's Gotham City[image: External link], and suggested that the caped crimefighter is disliked by many Gotham detectives for treading on their toes. Meanwhile, Metropolis SCU tells the story of the Special Crimes Unit, an elite squad of cops in the police force serving Superman[image: External link]'s Metropolis[image: External link].

The use of police procedural elements in superhero comics can partly be attributed to the success of Kurt Busiek[image: External link]'s groundbreaking 1994 series Marvels[image: External link], and his subsequent Astro City[image: External link] work, both of which examine the typical superhero universe from the viewpoint of the common man who witnesses the great dramas from afar, participating in them tangentially at best.

In the wake of Busiek's success, many other writers mimicked his approach, with mixed results – the narrative possibilities of someone who does not get involved in drama are limited. In 2000, however, Image Comics[image: External link] published the first issue of Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link]'s comic Powers[image: External link], which followed the lives of homicide detectives as they investigated superhero-related cases. Bendis's success has led both Marvel Comics and DC Comics to begin their own superhero-themed police procedurals (District X[image: External link] and the aforementioned Gotham Central), which focus on how the job of a police officer is affected by such tropes as secret identities, superhuman abilities, costumes, and the near-constant presence of vigilantes[image: External link].

While the detectives in Powers were "normal" (unpowered) humans dealing with super-powered crime, Alan Moore[image: External link] and Gene Ha[image: External link]'s Top 10[image: External link] mini-series, published by America's Best Comics[image: External link] in 2000–01, centered around the super-powered police force in a setting where powers are omnipresent. The comic detailed the lives and work of the police force of Neopolis, a city in which everyone, from the police and criminals to civilians, children and even pets, has super-powers, colourful costumes and secret identities.
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	Crime comics[image: External link]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Wheat, Carolyn (2003) How to Write Killer Fiction: The Funhouse Of Mystery & The Roller Coaster Of Suspense. Santa Barbara, PA: Perseverence Press, ISBN 1880284626[image: External link]


	
^ "FilmInt"[image: External link]. Film International. Sweden: Kulturrådet[image: External link]. 4 (1–6): 163. 2006. Retrieved 28 April 2012. In addition to being a masterful precursor to the buddy cop movies and police procedurals popular today, Stray Dog is also a complex genre film that examines the plight of soldiers returning home to post-war Japan.


	
^ Geherin, David. Scene of the Crime: The Importance of Place in Crime and Mystery Fiction. p. 162.


	
^ Brunsdale, Mitzi. Gumshoes: A Dictionary of Fictional Detectives. p. 62.


	
^ Megraw, Jeremy. "CIS: A GUIDE TO THE MARTIN BECK SERIES"[image: External link].


	
^ Traister, Rebbeca (September 15, 2007). "The best TV show of all time"[image: External link]. Salon.com[image: External link]. Retrieved March 7, 2008.


	
^ "Wire, The Season 4"[image: External link]. Metacritic[image: External link]. Retrieved March 7, 2008.


	
^ "Wire, The Season 5"[image: External link]. Metacritic[image: External link]. Retrieved March 7, 2008.


	
^ "The Wire: arguably the greatest television programme ever made"[image: External link]. Telegraph. London. April 2, 2009. Retrieved April 2, 2009.


	
^ Wilde, Jon (July 21, 2007). "The Wire is unmissable television"[image: External link]. London: guardian.co.uk. Retrieved September 7, 2009.


	
^ Carey, Kevin (February 13, 2007). "A show of honesty"[image: External link]. London: guardian.co.uk. Retrieved September 7, 2009.


	
^ Morgan Jeffery (10 February 2014). "Suspects - Channel 5's stripped back cop drama: "It's electrifying"."[image: External link]. Digitalspy.co.uk. Retrieved 16 April 2014.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Further reading





	Sabin, Roger, with Ronald Wilson, et al. Cop Shows: A Critical History of Police Dramas on Television (McFarland, 2015). viii, pp. 219.





Categories[image: External link]:

	Crime fiction[image: External link]

	Police procedurals[image: External link]

	Genres[image: External link]

	Television genres[image: External link]

	Works about law enforcement[image: External link]

	Film genres[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 16 May 2017, at 09:38.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Police Procedural: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_procedural [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Police_procedural [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 DC Entertainment

	3 Logo

	4 Imprints

	5 Films

	6 Digital distribution

	7 See also

	8 Notes

	9 Citations

	10 Sources

	11 External links





DC Comics






This article is about the US publisher of comics. For the Scottish publisher of comics and newspapers, see DC Thomson[image: External link].

DC Comics, Inc. is an American[image: External link] comic book[image: External link] publisher. It is the publishing unit of DC Entertainment,[4][5] a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link], a division of Time Warner[image: External link]. DC Comics is one of the largest and oldest American comic book companies, and produces material featuring numerous well-known heroic characters[image: External link] including Superman[image: External link], Batman, Wonder Woman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], Aquaman[image: External link], Hawkman[image: External link], Hawkgirl[image: External link], Green Arrow[image: External link], Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Cyborg[image: External link], Static[image: External link], Zatanna[image: External link], and Shazam[image: External link]. Most of their material takes place in the fictional[image: External link] DC Universe[image: External link], which also features teams such as the Justice League[image: External link], the Justice Society of America[image: External link], the Suicide Squad[image: External link], and the Teen Titans[image: External link], and well-known villains such as the Joker[image: External link], Lex Luthor[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], Catwoman, Ra's al Ghul, Deathstroke[image: External link], Reverse-Flash[image: External link], Sinestro[image: External link], Black Adam[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The company has also published non-DC Universe-related material, including Watchmen[image: External link], V for Vendetta[image: External link], and many titles under their alternative imprint Vertigo[image: External link].

The initials "DC" came from the company's popular series Detective Comics[image: External link], which featured Batman's debut and subsequently became part of the company's name.[6] Originally in Manhattan at 432 Fourth Avenue, the DC Comics offices have been located at 480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue; 909 Third Avenue; 75 Rockefeller Plaza; 666 Fifth Avenue; and 1325 Avenue of the Americas. DC had its headquarters at 1700 Broadway, Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], but it was announced in October 2013 that DC Entertainment would relocate its headquarters from New York to Burbank, California[image: External link] in 2015.[7]

Random House[image: External link] distributes DC Comics' books to the bookstore market,[citation needed[image: External link]] while Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] supplies the comics shop specialty market[image: External link].[7][citation needed[image: External link]] DC Comics and its major, longtime competitor Marvel Comics[image: External link] (acquired in 2009 by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], Time Warner's main competitor) together shared 70% of the American comic book market in 2016.[8]
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Entrepreneur Major Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson[image: External link] founded National Allied Publications in autumn 1934.[1][9][10] The company debuted with the tabloid[image: External link]-sized New Fun: The Big Comic Magazine[image: External link] #1 with a cover date[image: External link] of February 1935.[11][12] The company's second title, New Comics[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1935), appeared in a size close to what would become comic books' standard during the period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link], with slightly larger dimensions than today's.[13] That title evolved into Adventure Comics[image: External link], which continued through issue #503 in 1983, becoming one of the longest-running comic-book series. In 2009 DC revived Adventure Comics with its original numbering.[14] In 1935, Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the future creators of Superman[image: External link], created Doctor Occult[image: External link], who is the earliest DC Comics character to still be in the DC Universe[image: External link].

Wheeler-Nicholson's third and final title, Detective Comics[image: External link], advertised with a cover illustration dated December 1936, eventually premiered three months late with a March 1937 cover date. The themed anthology series would become a sensation with the introduction of Batman in issue #27 (May 1939). By then, however, Wheeler-Nicholson had gone. In 1937, in debt to printing-plant owner and magazine distributor Harry Donenfeld[image: External link]—who also published pulp magazines and operated as a principal in the magazine distributorship Independent News[image: External link]—Wheeler-Nicholson had to take Donenfeld on as a partner in order to publish Detective Comics #1. Detective Comics, Inc. was formed, with Wheeler-Nicholson and Jack S. Liebowitz[image: External link], Donenfeld's accountant, listed as owners. Major Wheeler-Nicholson remained for a year, but cash-flow problems continued, and he was forced out. Shortly afterward, Detective Comics, Inc. purchased the remains of National Allied, also known as Nicholson Publishing, at a bankruptcy auction.[15]

Detective Comics, Inc. soon launched a fourth title, Action Comics[image: External link], the premiere of which introduced Superman[image: External link]. Action Comics #1 (June 1938), the first comic book to feature the new character archetype—soon known as " superheroes[image: External link]"—proved a sales hit. The company quickly introduced such other popular characters as the Sandman[image: External link] and Batman.

On February 22, 2010, a copy of Action Comics #1 (June 1938) sold at an auction[image: External link] from an anonymous seller to an anonymous buyer for $1 million, besting the $317,000 record for a comic book set by a different copy, in lesser condition, the previous year.[16]
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Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


National Allied Publications soon merged with Detective Comics, Inc. to form National Comics Publications[image: External link] on September 30, 1946,[17] which absorbed an affiliated concern, Max Gaines[image: External link]' and Liebowitz' All-American Publications[image: External link]. That year, Gaines let Liebowitz buy him out, and kept only Picture Stories from the Bible as the foundation of his own new company, EC Comics[image: External link]. At that point, "Liebowitz promptly orchestrated the merger of All-American and Detective Comics into National Comics... Next he took charge of organizing National Comics, [the self-distributorship] Independent News, and their affiliated firms into a single corporate entity, National Periodical Publications".[18] National Periodical Publications became publicly traded on the stock market in 1961.[19][20]

Despite the official names "National Comics" and "National Periodical Publications", the company began branding itself as "Superman-DC" as early as 1940, and the company became known colloquially as DC Comics for years before the official adoption of that name in 1977.[21]

The company began to move aggressively against what it saw as copyright-violating[image: External link] imitations from other companies, such as Fox Comics[image: External link]' Wonder Man[image: External link], which (according to court testimony) Fox started as a copy of Superman. This extended to DC suing Fawcett Comics[image: External link] over Captain Marvel[image: External link], at the time comics' top-selling character (see National Comics Publications, Inc. v. Fawcett Publications, Inc.[image: External link]). Despite the fact that parallels between Captain Marvel and Superman seemed more tenuous (Captain Marvel's powers came from magic[image: External link], unlike Superman's), the courts ruled that substantial and deliberate copying of copyrighted material had occurred. Faced with declining sales and the prospect of bankruptcy if it lost, Fawcett capitulated in 1955 and ceased comics publication. Years later, Fawcett sold the rights for Captain Marvel to DC—which in 1974 revived Captain Marvel in the new title Shazam! featuring artwork by his creator, C. C. Beck[image: External link]. In the meantime, the abandoned trademark had been seized by Marvel Comics[image: External link] in 1967, with the creation of their Captain Marvel[image: External link], disallowing the DC comic itself to be called that. While Captain Marvel did not recapture his old popularity, he later appeared in a Saturday morning live action TV adaptation[image: External link] and gained a prominent place in the mainstream continuity DC calls the DC Universe[image: External link].

When the popularity of superheroes faded in the late 1940s, the company focused on such genres as science fiction[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor[image: External link], and romance[image: External link]. DC also published crime[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] titles, but relatively tame ones, and thus avoided the mid-1950s backlash against such comics. A handful of the most popular superhero-titles, including Action Comics and Detective Comics, the medium's two longest-running titles, continued publication.
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Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In the mid-1950s, editorial director Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] and publisher Liebowitz directed editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] (whose roots lay in the science-fiction[image: External link] book market) to produce a one-shot[image: External link] Flash[image: External link] story in the try-out title Showcase[image: External link]. Instead of reviving the old character, Schwartz had writers Robert Kanigher[image: External link] and John Broome[image: External link], penciler[image: External link] Carmine Infantino[image: External link], and inker[image: External link] Joe Kubert[image: External link] create an entirely new super-speedster, updating and modernizing the Flash's civilian[image: External link] identity, costume, and origin with a science-fiction bent. The Flash's reimagining in Showcase #4 (October 1956) proved sufficiently popular that it soon led to a similar revamping of the Green Lantern[image: External link] character, the introduction of the modern all-star team Justice League of America[image: External link] (JLA), and many more superheroes, heralding what historians and fans call the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link].

National did not reimagine its continuing characters (primarily Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman), but radically overhauled them. The Superman family of titles, under editor Mort Weisinger[image: External link], introduced such enduring characters as Supergirl[image: External link], Bizarro[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The Batman titles, under editor Jack Schiff, introduced the successful Batwoman[image: External link], Bat-Girl[image: External link], Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] in an attempt to modernize the strip with non-science-fiction elements. Schwartz, together with artist Infantino, then revitalized Batman in what the company promoted as the "New Look", re-emphasizing Batman as a detective. Meanwhile, editor Kanigher successfully introduced a whole family of Wonder Woman characters having fantastic adventures in a mythological context.

DC's introduction of the reimagined superheroes did not go unnoticed by other comics companies. In 1961, with DC's JLA as the specific spur,[n 1] Marvel Comics[image: External link] writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] and legendary creator Jack Kirby[image: External link] ushered in the sub-Silver Age "Marvel Age" of comics with the debut issue of The Fantastic Four[image: External link].[22]

Since the 1940s, when Superman, Batman, and many of the company's other heroes began appearing in stories together, DC's characters inhabited a shared continuity[image: External link] that, decades later, was dubbed the "DC Universe[image: External link]" by fans. With the story "Flash of Two Worlds[image: External link]", in Flash #123 (September 1961), editor Schwartz (with writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artists Infantino and Joe Giella[image: External link]) introduced a concept that allowed slotting the 1930s and 1940s Golden Age[image: External link] heroes into this continuity via the explanation that they lived on an other-dimensional "Earth 2", as opposed to the modern heroes' "Earth 1"—in the process creating the foundation for what would later be called the DC Multiverse[image: External link].

A 1966 Batman TV show[image: External link] on the ABC[image: External link] network sparked a temporary spike in comic book sales, and a brief fad for superheroes in Saturday morning animation[image: External link] ( Filmation[image: External link] created most of DC's initial cartoons) and other media. DC significantly lightened the tone[image: External link] of many DC comics—particularly Batman[image: External link] and Detective Comics[image: External link]—to better complement the "camp" tone of the TV series. This tone coincided with the famous "Go-Go Checks" checkerboard[image: External link] cover-dress which featured a black-and-white checkerboard strip (all DC books cover dated February 1966 until August 1967) at the top of each comic, a misguided attempt by then-managing editor Irwin Donenfeld to make DC's output "stand out on the newsracks".[23]

In 1967, Batman artist Infantino (who had designed popular Silver Age characters Batgirl and the Phantom Stranger) rose from art director to become DC's editorial director. With the growing popularity of upstart rival Marvel Comics[image: External link] threatening to topple DC from its longtime number-one position in the comics industry, he attempted to infuse the company with more focus towards marketing new and existing titles and characters with more adult sensibilities towards an emerging older age group of superhero comic book fans that grew out of Marvel's efforts to market their superhero line to college-aged adults. This push for more mature content reached its peak with the 1986 DC Universe relaunch. He also recruited major talents such as ex-Marvel artist and Spider-Man[image: External link] co-creator Steve Ditko[image: External link] and promising newcomers Neal Adams[image: External link] and Denny O'Neil[image: External link] and replaced some existing DC editors with artist-editors, including Joe Kubert[image: External link] and Dick Giordano[image: External link], to give DC's output a more artistic critical eye.
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In 1967, National Periodical Publications was purchased by Kinney National Company[image: External link], which later purchased Warner Bros.-Seven Arts[image: External link] and became Warner Communications[image: External link].[24][not in citation given[image: External link]]

In 1970, Jack Kirby[image: External link] moved from Marvel Comics to DC, at the end of the Silver Age of Comics[image: External link], in which Kirby's contributions to Marvel played a large, integral role. Given carte blanche to write and illustrate his own stories, he created a handful of thematically linked series he called collectively The Fourth World[image: External link]. In the existing series Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] and in his own, newly launched series New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link], Kirby introduced such enduring characters and concepts as archvillain Darkseid[image: External link] and the otherdimensional realm Apokolips[image: External link]. While sales were respectable, they did not meet DC management's initially high expectations, and also suffered from a lack of comprehension and internal support from Infantino. By 1973 the "Fourth World" was all cancelled, although Kirby's conceptions would soon become integral to the broadening of the DC Universe. Kirby created other series for DC, including Kamandi[image: External link], about a teenaged boy in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] world of anthropomorphic talking animals.
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Main article: Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


Following the science-fiction innovations of the Silver Age[image: External link], the comics of the 1970s and 1980s would become known as the Bronze Age, as fantasy gave way to more naturalistic[image: External link] and sometimes darker themes. Illegal drug use, banned by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], explicitly appeared in comics for the first time in Marvel Comics' The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] in early 1971, and after the Code's updating in response, DC offered a drug-fueled storyline in writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link]' Green Lantern[image: External link], beginning with the story "Snowbirds Don't Fly" in the retitled Green Lantern / Green Arrow #85 (Sept. 1971), which depicted Speedy[image: External link], the teen sidekick of superhero archer Green Arrow[image: External link], as having become a heroin[image: External link] addict.

Jenette Kahn[image: External link], a former children's magazine publisher, replaced Infantino as editorial director in January 1976. DC had attempted to compete with the now-surging Marvel by dramatically increasing its output and attempting to win the market by flooding it. This included launching series featuring such new characters as Firestorm[image: External link] and Shade, the Changing Man[image: External link], as well as an increasing array of non-superhero titles, in an attempt to recapture the pre- Wertham[image: External link] days of post-War comicdom. In June 1978, five months before the release of the first Superman movie[image: External link], Kahn expanded the line further, increasing the number of titles and story pages, and raising the price from 35 cents to 50 cents. Most series received eight-page back-up features while some had full-length twenty-five page stories. This was a move the company called the "DC Explosion".[25] The move was not successful, however, and corporate parent Warner dramatically cut back on these largely unsuccessful titles, firing many staffers in what industry watchers dubbed "the DC Implosion[image: External link]".[26] In September 1978, the line was dramatically reduced and standard-size books returned to 17 story pages but for a still-increased 40 cents.[27] By 1980, the books returned to 50 cents with a 25-page story count but the story pages replaced house ads in the books.

Seeking new ways to boost market share[image: External link], the new team of publisher Kahn, vice president Paul Levitz[image: External link], and managing editor Giordano addressed the issue of talent instability. To that end—and following the example of Atlas/Seaboard Comics[image: External link][28] and such independent companies as Eclipse Comics[image: External link]—DC began to offer royalties[image: External link] in place of the industry-standard work-for-hire[image: External link] agreement in which creators worked for a flat fee and signed away all rights, giving talent a financial incentive tied to the success of their work. In addition, emulating the era's new television form, the miniseries[image: External link] while addressing the matter of an excessive number of ongoing titles fizzling out within a few issues of their start, DC created the industry concept of the comic book limited series[image: External link]. This publishing format allowed for the deliberate creation of finite storylines within a more flexible publishing format that could showcase creations without forcing the talent into unsustainable openended commitments.

These changes in policy shaped the future of the medium as a whole, and in the short term allowed DC to entice creators away from rival Marvel, and encourage stability on individual titles. In November 1980 DC launched the ongoing series The New Teen Titans[image: External link], by writer Marv Wolfman[image: External link] and artist George Pérez[image: External link], two popular talents with a history of success. Their superhero-team comic, superficially similar to Marvel's ensemble series X-Men[image: External link], but rooted in DC history, earned significant sales[29] in part due to the stability of the creative team, who both continued with the title for six full years. In addition, Wolfman and Pérez took advantage of the limited-series option to create a spin-off[image: External link] title, Tales of the New Teen Titans, to present origin stories of their original characters without having to break the narrative flow of the main series or oblige them to double their work load with another ongoing title.
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Main article: Modern Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


This successful revitalization of the Silver Age Teen Titans led DC's editors[citation needed[image: External link]] to seek the same for the wider DC Universe[image: External link]. The result, the Wolfman/Pérez 12-issue limited series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], gave the company an opportunity to realign and jettison some of the characters' complicated backstory and continuity discrepancies. A companion publication, two volumes entitled The History of the DC Universe, set out the revised history of the major DC characters. Crisis featured many key deaths that would shape the DC Universe for the following decades, and separate the timeline of DC publications into pre- and post-"Crisis".

Meanwhile, a parallel update had started in the non-superhero and horror titles. Since early 1984, the work of British[image: External link] writer Alan Moore[image: External link] had revitalized the horror series The Saga of the Swamp Thing[image: External link], and soon numerous British writers, including Neil Gaiman[image: External link] and Grant Morrison[image: External link], began freelancing for the company. The resulting influx of sophisticated horror-fantasy material led to DC in 1993 establishing the Vertigo[image: External link] mature-readers imprint, which did not subscribe to the Comics Code Authority[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Two DC limited series, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link] and Watchmen[image: External link] by Moore and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], drew attention in the mainstream press for their dark psychological complexity and promotion of the antihero.[citation needed[image: External link]] These titles helped pave the way for comics to be more widely accepted in literary-criticism circles and to make inroads into the book industry, with collected editions of these series as commercially successful trade paperbacks[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The mid-1980s also saw the end of many long-running DC war comics[image: External link], including series that had been in print since the 1960s. These titles, all with over 100 issues, included Sgt. Rock[image: External link], G.I. Combat[image: External link], The Unknown Soldier[image: External link], and Weird War Tales[image: External link].
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In March 1989, Warner Communications merged with Time Inc.[image: External link], making DC Comics a subsidiary of Time Warner. In June, the first Tim Burton directed Batman movie was released, and DC began publishing its hardcover series of DC Archive Editions[image: External link], collections of many of their early, key comics series, featuring rare and expensive stories unseen by many modern fans. Restoration for many of the Archive Editions was handled by Rick Keene with colour restoration by DC's long-time resident colourist, Bob LeRose[image: External link]. These collections attempted to retroactively credit many of the writers and artists who had worked without much recognition for DC during the early period of comics, when individual credits were few and far between.

The comics industry experienced a brief boom in the early 1990s, thanks to a combination of speculative purchasing (mass purchase of the books as collectible items, with intent to resell at a higher value as the rising value of older issues was thought to imply that all comics would rise dramatically in price) and several storylines which gained attention from the mainstream media. DC's extended storylines in which Superman was killed[image: External link], Batman was crippled[image: External link] and superhero Green Lantern turned into the supervillain Parallax[image: External link] resulted in dramatically increased sales, but the increases were as temporary as the hero's replacements. Sales dropped off as the industry went into a major slump, while manufactured "collectibles" numbering in the millions replaced quality with quantity until fans and speculators alike deserted the medium in droves.

DC's Piranha Press[image: External link] and other imprints (including the mature readers line Vertigo[image: External link], and Helix[image: External link], a short-lived science fiction imprint) were introduced to facilitate compartmentalized diversification and allow for specialized marketing of individual product lines. They increased the use of non-traditional contractual arrangements, including the dramatic rise of creator-owned projects, leading to a significant increase in critically lauded work (much of it for Vertigo) and the licensing of material from other companies. DC also increased publication of book-store friendly formats, including trade paperback[image: External link] collections of individual serial comics, as well as original graphic novels[image: External link].

One of the other imprints was Impact Comics[image: External link] from 1991 to 1992 in which the Archie Comics[image: External link] superheroes were licensed and revamped.[30][31] The stories in the line were part of its own shared universe.[32]

DC entered into a publishing agreement with Milestone Media[image: External link] that gave DC a line of comics featuring a culturally and racially diverse range of superhero characters. Although the Milestone line ceased publication after a few years, it yielded the popular animated series Static Shock[image: External link]. DC established Paradox Press[image: External link] to publish material such as the large-format Big Book of... series of multi-artist interpretations on individual themes, and such crime fiction as the graphic novel Road to Perdition[image: External link]. In 1998, DC purchased Wildstorm[image: External link] Comics, Jim Lee[image: External link]'s imprint under the Image Comics[image: External link] banner, continuing it for many years as a wholly separate imprint – and fictional universe[image: External link] – with its own style and audience. As part of this purchase, DC also began to publish titles under the fledgling WildStorm sub-imprint America's Best Comics[image: External link] (ABC), a series of titles created by Alan Moore[image: External link], including The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen[image: External link], Tom Strong[image: External link], and Promethea[image: External link]. Moore strongly contested this situation, and DC eventually stopped publishing ABC.
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In March 2003 DC acquired publishing and merchandising rights to the long-running fantasy series Elfquest[image: External link], previously self-published by creators Wendy and Richard Pini[image: External link] under their WaRP Graphics[image: External link] publication banner. This series then followed another non-DC title, Tower Comics[image: External link]' series T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents[image: External link], in collection into DC Archive Editions. In 2004 DC temporarily acquired the North American publishing rights to graphic novels from European publishers 2000 AD[image: External link] and Humanoids[image: External link]. It also rebranded its younger-audience titles with the mascot Johnny DC[image: External link], and established the CMX[image: External link] imprint to reprint translated manga[image: External link]. In 2006, CMX took over from Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] publication of the webcomic Megatokyo[image: External link] in print form. DC also took advantage of the demise of Kitchen Sink Press[image: External link] and acquired the rights to much of the work of Will Eisner[image: External link], such as his The Spirit[image: External link] series and his graphic novels.

In 2004, DC began laying the groundwork for a full continuity-reshuffling sequel to Crisis on Infinite Earths, promising substantial changes to the DC Universe (and side-stepping the 1994 Zero Hour[image: External link] event which similarly tried to ret-con[image: External link] the history of the DCU). In 2005, the critically lauded Batman Begins film was released; also, the company published several limited series establishing increasingly escalated conflicts among DC's heroes, with events climaxing in the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] limited series. Immediately after this event, DC's ongoing series jumped forward a full year[image: External link] in their in-story continuity, as DC launched a weekly series, 52[image: External link], to gradually fill in the missing time. Concurrently, DC lost the copyright to "Superboy" (while retaining the trademark) when the heirs of Jerry Siegel[image: External link] used a provision of the 1976 revision to the copyright law to regain ownership.

In 2005, DC launched its " All-Star[image: External link]" line (evoking the title of the 1940s publication[image: External link]), designed to feature some of the company's best-known characters in stories that eschewed the long and convoluted continuity of the DC Universe. The line began with All-Star Batman & Robin the Boy Wonder and All-Star Superman, with All Star Wonder Woman and All Star Batgirl announced in 2006 but neither being released nor scheduled as of the end of 2009.[33]

DC licensed characters from the Archie Comics[image: External link] imprint Red Circle Comics[image: External link] by 2007.[34] They appeared in the Red Circle line, based in the DC Universe, with a series of one-shots[image: External link] followed by a miniseries that lead into two ongoing titles, each lasting 10 issues.[32][35]
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In 2011, DC rebooted all of its running titles following the Flashpoint[image: External link] story line. The reboot, called The New 52[image: External link], gave new origin stories and costume designs to all of DC's characters.

In 2014, DC announced an eight-issue miniseries titled "Convergence"[image: External link] which began in April 2015.[36][37][38][39]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including DC Comics, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 DC Entertainment




In September 2009, Warner Bros. announced that DC Comics would become a subsidiary of DC Entertainment, Inc., with Diane Nelson[image: External link], President of Warner Premiere[image: External link], becoming president of the newly formed holding company and DC Comics President and Publisher Paul Levitz moving to the position of Contributing Editor and Overall Consultant there.[40]

On February 18, 2010, DC Entertainment named Jim Lee[image: External link] and Dan DiDio[image: External link] as Co-Publishers of DC Comics, Geoff Johns[image: External link] as Chief Creative Officer, John Rood as EVP (Executive Vice President) of Sales, Marketing and Business Development, and Patrick Caldon as EVP of Finance and Administration.[41][42]

DC licensed pulp characters including Doc Savage[image: External link] and the Spirit[image: External link] which it then used, along with some DC heroes, as part the First Wave[image: External link] comics line launched in 2010 and lasting through fall 2011.[43][44][45]

In May 2011, DC announced it would begin releasing digital versions of their comics on the same day as paper versions.[46]

On June 1, 2011, DC announced that it would end all ongoing series set in the DC Universe in August and relaunch[image: External link] its comic line with 52 issue #1s, starting with Justice League[image: External link] on August 31 (written by Geoff Johns and drawn by Jim Lee), with the rest to follow later on in September.[47][48]

On June 4, 2013, DC unveiled two new digital comic innovations to enhance interactivity: DC2 and DC2 Multiverse. DC2 layers dynamic artwork onto digital comic panels, adding a new level of dimension to digital storytelling, while DC2 Multiverse allows readers to determine a specific story outcome by selecting individual characters, storylines and plot developments while reading the comic, meaning one digital comic has multiple outcomes. DC2 will first appear in the upcoming digital-first title, Batman '66[image: External link], based on the 1960s television series and DC2 Multiverse will first appear in Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link], a digital-first title based on the video game of the same name[image: External link].[49]

In October 2013, DC Entertainment (DCE) announced that the DC Comics offices would be moved from New York City to Warner Bros. Burbank, California, headquarters in 2015. The other DCE units - animation, movie, TV and portfolio planning - had preceded DC Comics by moving there in 2010.[50]
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Warner Bros. Pictures reorganized in May 2016 to have genre responsible film executives, thus DC Entertainment franchise films under Warner Bros. were placed under a newly created division, DC Films, under Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg[image: External link] and DC chief content officer Geoff Johns. This was done in the same vein as Marvel Studios[image: External link] in unifying DC film making under a single vision and clarify green lighting process. Johns also kept his existing role at DC Comics.[51]
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DC's first logo[image: External link] appeared on the April 1940 issues of its titles. The letters "DC" stood for Detective Comics, the name of Batman's flagship title. The small logo, with no background, read simply, "A DC Publication".

The November 1941 DC titles introduced an updated logo. This version was almost twice the size of the previous one, and was the first version with a white background. The name "Superman" was added to "A DC Publication", effectively acknowledging both Superman and Batman. This logo was the first to occupy the top-left corner of the cover, where the logo has usually resided since. The company now referred to itself in its advertising as "Superman-DC".

In November 1949, the logo was modified to incorporate the company's formal name, National Comics Publications. This logo would also serve as the round body of Johnny DC, DC's mascot[image: External link] in the 1960s.

In October 1970, DC briefly retired the circular logo in favor of a simple "DC" in a rectangle with the name of the title, or the star of the book; the logo on many issues of Action Comics, for example, read "DC Superman". An image of the lead character either appeared above or below the rectangle. For books that did not have a single star, such as anthologies[image: External link] like House of Mystery[image: External link] or team series such as Justice League of America, the title and "DC" appeared in a stylized logo, such as a bat[image: External link] for "House of Mystery". This use of characters as logos helped to establish the likenesses as trademarks[image: External link], and was similar to Marvel's contemporaneous use of characters as part of its cover branding.

DC's "100 Page Super-Spectacular"[image: External link] titles and later 100-page and "Giant" issues published from 1972 to 1974 featured a logo exclusive to these editions: the letters "DC" in a simple sans-serif[image: External link] typeface[image: External link] within a circle. A variant had the letters in a square.

The July 1972 DC titles featured a new circular logo. The letters "DC" were rendered in a block-like typeface that would remain through later logo revisions until 2005. The title of the book usually appeared inside the circle, either above or below the letters.

In December 1973, this logo was modified with the addition of the words "The Line of DC Super-Stars" and the star motif that would continue in later logos. This logo was placed in the top center of the cover from August 1975 to October 1976.

When Jenette Kahn became DC's publisher[image: External link] in late 1976, she commissioned graphic designer Milton Glaser[image: External link] to design a new logo. Popularly referred to as the "DC bullet", this logo premiered on the February 1977 titles. Although it varied in size and color and was at times cropped by the edges of the cover, or briefly rotated 4 degrees, it remained essentially unchanged for nearly three decades. Despite logo changes since 2005, the old "DC bullet" continues to be used only on the DC Archive Editions[image: External link] series.

In July 1987, DC released variant editions of Justice League #3 and The Fury of Firestorm #61 with a new DC logo. It featured a picture of Superman in a circle surrounded by the words "SUPERMAN COMICS". The company released these variants to newsstands in certain markets as a marketing test.[52]

On May 8, 2005, a new logo[image: External link] (dubbed the "DC spin") was unveiled, debuting on DC titles in June 2005 with DC Special: The Return of Donna Troy[image: External link] #1 and the rest of the titles the following week. In addition to comics, it was designed for DC properties in other media, which was used for movies since Batman Begins, with Superman Returns[image: External link] showing the logo's normal variant, and the TV series Smallville[image: External link], the animated series Justice League Unlimited and others, as well as for collectibles[image: External link] and other merchandise. The logo was designed by Josh Beatman of Brainchild Studios[53] and DC executive[image: External link] Richard Bruning[image: External link].[54]

In March 2012, DC unveiled a new logo consisting of the letter “D” flipping back to reveal the letter “C” and "DC ENTERTAINMENT".[55] The Dark Knight Rises was the first film to use the new logo, while the TV series Arrow[image: External link] was the first series to feature the new logo.

DC Entertainment announced a new identity and logo for another iconic DC Comics universe brand on May 17, 2016. The new logo was first used on May 25, 2016, in conjunction with the release of DC Universe: Rebirth Special #1 by Geoff Johns[image: External link].[56]
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 Active as of 2017





	
DC[image: External link] (1937–present)

	
Young Animal[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Wildstorm[image: External link] (1999–2010, 2017–present)





	
Vertigo[image: External link] (1993–present)[57]


	
Mad[image: External link] (1953-present)
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 Defunct





	
All Star[image: External link] (2005–2008)

	
Amalgam Comics[image: External link] (1996–1997; jointly with Marvel Comics[image: External link])

	
DC Focus[image: External link] (2004–2005; merged with main DC[image: External link] line)

	
Elseworlds[image: External link] (1989–2004)

	
First Wave[image: External link] (2010–2011; licensed from Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] and Will Eisner[image: External link] Library)

	
Helix[image: External link] (1996–1998; merged with Vertigo[image: External link])

	
Impact Comics[image: External link] (1991–1993; licensed from Archie Comics[image: External link])

	
Johnny DC[image: External link] (2004–2012)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (1993–1997)

	
Minx[image: External link] (2007–2008)

	
Paradox Press[image: External link] (1998–2003)

	
Piranha Press[image: External link] (1989–1993; renamed Paradox Press[image: External link])

	
Tangent Comics[image: External link] (1997–1998)

	
WildStorm[image: External link] Productions (1999–2010)

	
America's Best Comics[image: External link] (1999–2005)

	
Cliffhanger[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
CMX Manga[image: External link] (2004–2010)

	
Homage Comics[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
WildStorm Signature[image: External link] (2004–2006; merged with main WildStorm[image: External link] line)





	
Zuda Comics[image: External link] (2007–2010)
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 Licensing partnerships, acquired companies, and studios





	
2000 AD[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1994 to 1996 and 2004 to 2005)

	
20th Century Fox[image: External link] (some properties licensed from 1966 to 1968)

	
All-American Publications[image: External link] (merged 1944)

	
Archie Comics[image: External link] (superhero properties licensed 1991 to 1993 as part of Impact Comics[image: External link], properties licensed again in 2008 to 2011)[58][59]


	
Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to 2010)

	
Charlton Comics[image: External link] (some properties acquired 1983)

	
Columbia Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1945 to 1968)

	
Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1973 to 1975, 1986 to 1990, and 2010 to 2011)

	
Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972 to 1977)

	
Epic Games[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to present)

	
Fawcett Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972, acquired 1991)[60]


	
Filmation[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1976 to 1978)

	
Flex Comix[image: External link] (made investment in 2007; jointly owned with other companies)

	
Hanna-Barbera[image: External link] (merged 1996)

	
Harmony Gold USA[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2006)

	
Kenner[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1985 to 1987)

	
Humanoids Publishing[image: External link] (distribution rights for English-language reproductions in America 2004 to 2005)

	
King Features Syndicate[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1990)

	
Larry Harmon Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972)

	
Lego[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2001 to 2008, 2010 to present)

	
Leisure Concepts[image: External link]/Ideal Toy Corp.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1968 to 1969)

	
Mad Magazine[image: External link] (legally owned by EC Publications[image: External link], but assigned to DC's corporate control in 1994. Both companies are part of Warner Bros. Entertainment)[61]


	
Martin Manulis[image: External link] Productions (some properties licensed 1960 to 1964)

	
Mattel[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1982 to 1983 and 2012 to present)[62]


	
May Company[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1950 to 1961)

	
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1975)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (partnered in 2009)

	
NBC[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1947 to 1960 and 2006 to 2010)

	
Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1949 to 1971, 1984 to 1996, and 2000 to 2001)

	
Quality Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1956, later acquired)

	
Revell[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1983 to 1984)

	
Ruby-Spears[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1987, some properties acquired 1996)

	
Tatsunoko Production[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1999)

	
Tower Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2012)

	
TSR, Inc.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1991)

	
Warner Bros.[image: External link] (merged 1969)

	
WaRP Graphics[image: External link] (properties licensed from 2003 to 2007)

	
WildStorm Productions[image: External link] (properties acquired 1999)

	
Will Eisner[image: External link] Library (some properties licensed 2000 to 2012)
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 Films




See also: List of films based on DC Comics[image: External link]




	Year
	Film
	Directed by
	Written by
	Based on
	Production by
	Budget
	Gross



	2005
	Batman Begins
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by David S. Goyer[image: External link]

Screenplay by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman

by Bob Kane[image: External link] with Bill Finger[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures[image: External link] / Patalex III Productions / Syncopy[image: External link]
	$150 million
	$374.2 million



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link]

Screenplay by Michael Dougherty and Dan Harris
	Superman[image: External link]

by Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Bad Hat Harry Productions[image: External link] / Peters Entertainment[image: External link]
	$204 million
	$391.1 million



	2008
	The Dark Knight
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan[image: External link] and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$185 million
	$1.005 billion



	2009
	Watchmen[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	David Hayter[image: External link] and Alex Tse[image: External link]
	Watchmen[image: External link]

by Alan Moore[image: External link] and Dave Gibbons[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Paramount Pictures[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures / Lawrence Gordon Productions
	$130 million
	$185.3 million



	2010
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayward[image: External link]
	Story by Neveldine/Taylor[image: External link] and William Farmer

Screenplay by Neveldine/Taylor
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]

by John Albano[image: External link] and Tony Dezuniga[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Weed Road Pictures[image: External link]
	$47 million
	$10.9 million



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	Martin Campbell[image: External link]
	Story by Greg Berlanti[image: External link], Michael Green[image: External link] and Marc Guggenheim[image: External link]

Screenplay by Greg Berlanti[image: External link], Michael Green, Marc Guggenheim and Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]
	Green Lantern[image: External link]

by John Broome[image: External link] and Gil Kane[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / De Line Pictures[image: External link]
	$200 million
	$219.9 million



	2012
	The Dark Knight Rises
	Christopher Nolan
	Story by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$230 million
	$1.085 billion



	2013
	Man of Steel[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by David S. Goyer
	Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$225 million
	$668 million



	2016
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	Zack Snyder
	Chris Terrio[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger

Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment[image: External link] / Atlas Entertainment[image: External link] / Cruel and Unusual Films[image: External link]
	$250 million
	$873.3 million



	Suicide Squad[image: External link]
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Suicide Squad[image: External link]

by John Ostrander[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment
	$175 million
	$745.6 million[63]



	2017
	The Lego Batman Movie
	Chris McKay[image: External link]
	Story by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link]

Screenplay by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link], Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers, Jared Stern & John Whittington
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / LEGO System A/S[image: External link] / Warner Animation Group[image: External link]
	$80 million[64]
	$310.7 million[65]



	Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	Patty Jenkins[image: External link]
	Story by Zack Snyder & Allan Heinberg[image: External link] and Jason Fuchs[image: External link]

Screenplay by Allan Heinberg
	Wonder Woman[image: External link]

by William Moulton Marston[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	$149 million[66]
	$300 million[67]



	Upcoming films
	Status



	2017
	Justice League
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Zack Snyder and Chris Terrio

Screenplay by Chris Terrio
	Justice League[image: External link]

by Gardner Fox[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	
	Post-production



	2018
	Aquaman[image: External link]
	James Wan[image: External link]
	Story by James Wan[image: External link] and Geoff Johns[image: External link]

Screenplay by Will Beall[image: External link]
	Aquaman[image: External link] by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] & Paul Norris[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / The Safran Company
	$160 Million[68]
	Filming[69]
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 Critical and public reception






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Batman Begins
	84% (268 reviews)[70]
	70 (41 reviews)[71]
	A



	Superman Returns
	76% (258 reviews)[72]
	72 (40 reviews)[73]
	B+



	The Dark Knight
	94% (317 reviews)[74]
	82 (39 reviews)[75]
	A



	Watchmen
	65% (294 reviews)[76]
	56 (39 reviews)[77]
	B



	Jonah Hex
	12% (145 reviews)[78]
	33 (32 reviews)[79]
	C+



	Green Lantern
	26% (226 reviews)[80]
	39 (39 reviews)[81]
	B



	The Dark Knight Rises
	87% (333 reviews)[82]
	78 (45 reviews)[83]
	A



	Man of Steel
	55% (300 reviews)[84]
	55 (47 reviews)[85]
	A-



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	27% (353 reviews)[86]
	44 (51 reviews)[87]
	B



	Suicide Squad
	25% (310 reviews)[88]
	40 (53 reviews)[89]
	B+



	The Lego Batman Movie
	90% (247 reviews)[90]
	75 (48 reviews)[91]
	A-



	Wonder Woman
	92% (278 reviews)[92]
	76 (36 reviews)[93]
	A



	Average
	61.1%
	60
	B+



	
List indicator(s)

	A dark grey cell indicates information is not available for the film.
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 Digital distribution




DC Comics are available in digital form through several sources.

Free Services: In 2015, Hoopla Digital[image: External link] became the first library-based digital system to distribute DC Comics.[94]

Paid Services: Google Play[image: External link], Comixology[image: External link][95]
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 See also





	
Batman Day[image: External link] (September 17)

	DC Cosmic Cards[image: External link]

	DC Direct[image: External link]

	List of current DC Comics publications[image: External link]

	List of television series based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	List of video games based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	Publication history of DC Comics crossover events[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics[image: External link]) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Batman






This article is about the fictional character. For other uses, see Batman (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Batman is a fictional superhero[image: External link] who appears in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. The character was created by artist Bob Kane[image: External link] and writer Bill Finger[image: External link],[4][5] and first appeared in Detective Comics[image: External link] #27 (1939). Originally named the "Bat-Man", the character is also referred to by such epithets as the Caped Crusader, the Dark Knight[image: External link], and the World's Greatest Detective.[6]

Batman's secret identity[image: External link] is Bruce Wayne, a wealthy American playboy[image: External link], philanthropist[image: External link], and owner of Wayne Enterprises. After witnessing the murder of his parents Dr. Thomas Wayne and Martha Wayne as a child, he swore vengeance against criminals, an oath tempered by a sense of justice. Bruce Wayne trains himself physically and intellectually and crafts a bat-inspired[image: External link] persona to fight crime.[7]

Batman operates in the fictional Gotham City[image: External link] with assistance from various supporting characters, including his butler Alfred, police commissioner Gordon, and vigilante allies such as Robin[image: External link]. Unlike most superheroes, Batman does not possess any superpowers[image: External link]; rather, he relies on his genius intellect, physical prowess, martial arts abilities, detective skills, science and technology, vast wealth, intimidation, and indomitable will. A large assortment of villains make up Batman's rogues gallery[image: External link], including his archenemy[image: External link], the Joker[image: External link].

The character became popular soon after his introduction in 1939 and gained his own comic book title, Batman[image: External link], the following year. As the decades went on, differing interpretations of the character emerged. The late 1960s Batman television series used a camp[image: External link] aesthetic, which continued to be associated with the character for years after the show ended. Various creators worked to return the character to his dark roots, culminating in 1986 with The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link]. The success of Warner Bros.[image: External link]' live-action Batman feature films have helped maintain the public's interest in the character.[8]

An American cultural icon, Batman has been licensed and adapted into a variety of media, from radio to television and film, and appears on various merchandise sold all over the world, such as toys and video games. The character has also intrigued psychiatrists, with many trying to understand the character's psyche. In 2015, FanSided[image: External link] ranked Batman as number one on their list of "50 Greatest Super Heroes In Comic Book History".[9] Kevin Conroy[image: External link], Bruce Greenwood[image: External link], Peter Weller[image: External link], Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link], Jason O'Mara[image: External link], and Will Arnett[image: External link], among others, have provided the character's voice for animated adaptations. Batman has been portrayed in both film and television by Lewis Wilson[image: External link], Robert Lowery[image: External link], Adam West[image: External link], Michael Keaton[image: External link], Val Kilmer[image: External link], George Clooney[image: External link], Christian Bale[image: External link], and Ben Affleck[image: External link].
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In early 1939, the success of Superman[image: External link] in Action Comics[image: External link] prompted editors at National Comics Publications[image: External link] (the future DC Comics) to request more superheroes for its titles. In response, Bob Kane[image: External link] created "the Bat-Man".[10] Collaborator Bill Finger[image: External link] recalled that "Kane had an idea for a character called 'Batman,' and he'd like me to see the drawings. I went over to Kane's, and he had drawn a character who looked very much like Superman with kind of ... reddish tights, I believe, with boots ... no gloves, no gauntlets ... with a small domino mask[image: External link], swinging on a rope. He had two stiff wings that were sticking out, looking like bat wings. And under it was a big sign ... BATMAN".[11] The bat-wing-like cape was suggested by Bob Kane, inspired by Leonardo Da Vinci[image: External link]'s sketch of an ornithopter[image: External link] flying device as a child.[12]

Finger suggested giving the character a cowl[image: External link] instead of a simple domino mask, a cape instead of wings, and gloves; he also recommended removing the red sections from the original costume.[14][15][16][17] Finger said he devised the name Bruce Wayne for the character's secret identity: "Bruce Wayne's first name came from Robert Bruce[image: External link], the Scottish[image: External link] patriot. Wayne, being a playboy, was a man of gentry. I searched for a name that would suggest colonialism. I tried Adams, Hancock ... then I thought of Mad Anthony Wayne[image: External link]."[18] He later said his suggestions were influenced by Lee Falk[image: External link]'s popular The Phantom[image: External link], a syndicated[image: External link] newspaper comic-strip character with which Kane was also familiar.[19]

Kane and Finger drew upon contemporary 1930s popular culture for inspiration regarding much of the Bat-Man's look, personality, methods, and weaponry. Details find predecessors in pulp fiction[image: External link], comic strips[image: External link], newspaper[image: External link] headlines, and autobiographical details referring to Kane himself.[20] As an aristocratic hero with a double identity, Batman had predecessors in the Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link] (created by Baroness Emmuska Orczy[image: External link], 1903) and Zorro[image: External link] (created by Johnston McCulley[image: External link], 1919). Like them, Batman performed his heroic deeds in secret, averted suspicion by playing aloof in public, and marked his work with a signature symbol. Kane noted the influence of the films The Mark of Zorro[image: External link] (1920) and The Bat Whispers[image: External link] (1930) in the creation of the character's iconography. Finger, drawing inspiration from pulp heroes like Doc Savage[image: External link], The Shadow[image: External link], Dick Tracy[image: External link], and Sherlock Holmes[image: External link], made the character a master sleuth.[21][22]

In his 1989 autobiography, Kane detailed Finger's contributions to Batman's creation:


One day I called Bill and said, 'I have a new character called the Bat-Man and I've made some crude, elementary sketches I'd like you to look at.' He came over and I showed him the drawings. At the time, I only had a small domino mask, like the one Robin later wore, on Batman's face. Bill said, 'Why not make him look more like a bat and put a hood on him, and take the eyeballs out and just put slits for eyes to make him look more mysterious?' At this point, the Bat-Man wore a red union suit; the wings, trunks, and mask were black. I thought that red and black would be a good combination. Bill said that the costume was too bright: 'Color it dark grey to make it look more ominous.' The cape looked like two stiff bat wings attached to his arms. As Bill and I talked, we realized that these wings would get cumbersome when Bat-Man was in action, and changed them into a cape, scalloped to look like bat wings when he was fighting or swinging down on a rope. Also, he didn't have any gloves on, and we added them so that he wouldn't leave fingerprints.[19]
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Kane signed away ownership in the character in exchange for, among other compensation, a mandatory byline on all Batman comics. This byline did not originally say "Batman created by Bob Kane"; his name was simply written on the title page of each story. The name disappeared from the comic book in the mid-1960s, replaced by credits for each story's actual writer and artists. In the late 1970s, when Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link] began receiving a "created by" credit on the Superman titles, along with William Moulton Marston[image: External link] being given the byline for creating Wonder Woman[image: External link], Batman stories began saying "Created by Bob Kane" in addition to the other credits.

Finger did not receive the same recognition. While he had received credit for other DC work since the 1940s, he began, in the 1960s, to receive limited acknowledgment for his Batman writing; in the letters page of Batman #169 (February 1965) for example, editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] names him as the creator of the Riddler[image: External link], one of Batman's recurring villains. However, Finger's contract left him only with his writing page rate and no byline. Kane wrote, "Bill was disheartened by the lack of major accomplishments in his career. He felt that he had not used his creative potential to its fullest and that success had passed him by."[18] At the time of Finger's death in 1974, DC had not officially credited Finger as Batman co-creator.

Jerry Robinson[image: External link], who also worked with Finger and Kane on the strip at this time, has criticized Kane for failing to share the credit. He recalled Finger resenting his position, stating in a 2005 interview with The Comics Journal[image: External link]:


Bob made him more insecure, because while he slaved working on Batman, he wasn't sharing in any of the glory or the money that Bob began to make, which is why ... [he was] going to leave [Kane's employ]. ... [Kane] should have credited Bill as co-creator, because I know; I was there. ... That was one thing I would never forgive Bob for, was not to take care of Bill or recognize his vital role in the creation of Batman. As with Siegel and Shuster, it should have been the same, the same co-creator credit in the strip, writer, and artist.[23]



Although Kane initially rebutted Finger's claims at having created the character, writing in a 1965 open letter to fans that "it seemed to me that Bill Finger has given out the impression that he and not myself created the ''Batman, t' [ sic[image: External link]] as well as Robin and all the other leading villains and characters. This statement is fraudulent and entirely untrue." Kane himself also commented on Finger's lack of credit. "The trouble with being a 'ghost' writer or artist is that you must remain rather anonymously without 'credit'. However, if one wants the 'credit', then one has to cease being a 'ghost' or follower and become a leader or innovator."[24]

In 1989, Kane revisited Finger's situation, recalling in an interview:


In those days it was like, one artist and he had his name over it [the comic strip] — the policy of DC in the comic books was, if you can't write it, obtain other writers, but their names would never appear on the comic book in the finished version. So Bill never asked me for it [the byline] and I never volunteered — I guess my ego at that time. And I felt badly, really, when he [Finger] died.[25]



In September 2015, DC Entertainment[image: External link] revealed that Finger would be receiving credit for his role in Batman's creation on the 2016 superhero film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice and the second season of Gotham after a deal was worked out between the Finger family and DC.[4] Finger received credit as a creator of Batman for the first time in a comic in October 2015 with Batman and Robin Eternal #3 and Batman: Arkham Knight Genesis #3. The updated acknowledgement for the character appeared as "Batman created by Bob Kane with Bill Finger".[5]
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The first Batman story, "The Case of the Chemical Syndicate[image: External link]", was published in Detective Comics #27 (May 1939). Finger said, "Batman was originally written in the style of the pulps",[26] and this influence was evident with Batman showing little remorse over killing or maiming criminals. Batman proved a hit character, and he received his own solo title in 1940, while continuing to star in Detective Comics. By that time, Detective Comics was the top-selling and most influential publisher in the industry; Batman and the company's other major hero, Superman, were the cornerstones of the company's success.[27] The two characters were featured side-by-side as the stars of World's Finest Comics[image: External link], which was originally titled World's Best Comics when it debuted in fall 1940. Creators including Jerry Robinson[image: External link] and Dick Sprang[image: External link] also worked on the strips during this period.

Over the course of the first few Batman strips elements were added to the character and the artistic depiction of Batman evolved. Kane noted that within six issues he drew the character's jawline more pronounced, and lengthened the ears on the costume. "About a year later he was almost the full figure, my mature Batman", Kane said.[28] Batman's characteristic utility belt[image: External link] was introduced in Detective Comics #29 (July 1939), followed by the boomerang[image: External link]-like batarang and the first bat-themed vehicle, the Batplane[image: External link], in #31 (Sept. 1939). The character's origin was revealed in #33 (Nov. 1939), unfolding in a two-page story that establishes the brooding persona of Batman, a character driven by the death of his parents. Written by Finger, it depicts a young Bruce Wayne witnessing his parents' murder at the hands of a mugger. Days later, at their grave, the child vows that "by the spirits of my parents [I will] avenge their deaths by spending the rest of my life warring on all criminals".[29][30][31]

The early, pulp-inflected portrayal of Batman started to soften in Detective Comics #38 (April 1940) with the introduction of Robin[image: External link], Batman's junior counterpart.[32] Robin was introduced, based on Finger's suggestion, because Batman needed a " Watson[image: External link]" with whom Batman could talk.[33] Sales nearly doubled, despite Kane's preference for a solo Batman, and it sparked a proliferation of "kid sidekicks".[34] The first issue of the solo spin-off series Batman[image: External link] was notable not only for introducing two of his most persistent enemies, the Joker[image: External link] and Catwoman, but for a story in which Batman shoots some monstrous giants to death. That story prompted editor Whitney Ellsworth[image: External link] to decree that the character could no longer kill or use a gun.[35]

By 1942, the writers and artists behind the Batman comics had established most of the basic elements of the Batman mythos.[36] In the years following World War II, DC Comics "adopted a postwar editorial direction that increasingly de-emphasized social commentary in favor of lighthearted juvenile fantasy". The impact of this editorial approach was evident in Batman comics of the postwar period; removed from the "bleak and menacing world" of the strips of the early 1940s, Batman was instead portrayed as a respectable citizen and paternal figure that inhabited a "bright and colorful" environment.[37]
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Batman was one of the few superhero characters to be continuously published as interest in the genre waned during the 1950s. In the story "The Mightiest Team in the World" in Superman[image: External link] #76 (June 1952), Batman teams up with Superman for the first time and the pair discovers each other's secret identity.[38] Following the success of this story, World's Finest Comics was revamped so it featured stories starring both heroes together, instead of the separate Batman and Superman features that had been running before.[39] The team-up of the characters was "a financial success in an era when those were few and far between";[40] this series of stories ran until the book's cancellation in 1986.

Batman comics were among those criticized when the comic book industry came under scrutiny with the publication of psychologist Fredric Wertham[image: External link]'s book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in 1954. Wertham's thesis was that children imitated crimes committed in comic books, and that these works corrupted the morals of the youth. Wertham criticized Batman comics for their supposed homosexual[image: External link] overtones and argued that Batman and Robin were portrayed as lovers.[41] Wertham's criticisms raised a public outcry during the 1950s, eventually leading to the establishment of the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], a code that is no longer in use by the comic book industry. The tendency towards a "sunnier Batman" in the postwar years intensified after the introduction of the Comics Code.[42] Scholars have suggested that the characters of Batwoman[image: External link] (in 1956) and the pre-Barbara Gordon[image: External link] Bat-Girl[image: External link] (in 1961) were introduced in part to refute the allegation that Batman and Robin were gay, and the stories took on a campier, lighter feel.[43]

In the late 1950s, Batman stories gradually became more science fiction-oriented, an attempt at mimicking the success of other DC characters that had dabbled in the genre.[44] New characters such as Batwoman, Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] were introduced. Batman's adventures often involved odd transformations or bizarre space aliens. In 1960, Batman debuted as a member of the Justice League of America[image: External link] in The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28 (Feb. 1960), and went on to appear in several Justice League comic series starting later that same year.
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By 1964, sales of Batman titles had fallen drastically. Bob Kane noted that, as a result, DC was "planning to kill Batman off altogether".[45] In response to this, editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] was assigned to the Batman titles. He presided over drastic changes, beginning with 1964's Detective Comics #327 (May 1964), which was cover-billed as the "New Look". Schwartz introduced changes designed to make Batman more contemporary, and to return him to more detective-oriented stories. He brought in artist Carmine Infantino[image: External link] to help overhaul the character. The Batmobile[image: External link] was redesigned, and Batman's costume was modified to incorporate a yellow ellipse behind the bat-insignia. The space aliens, time travel, and characters of the 1950s such as Batwoman, Ace, and Bat-Mite were retired. Bruce Wayne's butler Alfred was killed off (though his death was quickly reversed) while a new female relative for the Wayne family, Aunt Harriet, came to live with Bruce Wayne and Dick Grayson[image: External link].[46]

The debut of the Batman television series in 1966 had a profound influence on the character. The success of the series increased sales throughout the comic book industry, and Batman reached a circulation of close to 900,000 copies.[47] Elements such as the character of Batgirl[image: External link] and the show's campy[image: External link] nature were introduced into the comics; the series also initiated the return of Alfred. Although both the comics and TV show were successful for a time, the camp approach eventually wore thin and the show was canceled in 1968. In the aftermath, the Batman comics themselves lost popularity once again. As Julius Schwartz noted, "When the television show was a success, I was asked to be campy, and of course when the show faded, so did the comic books."[48]

Starting in 1969, writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link] made a deliberate effort to distance Batman from the campy portrayal of the 1960s TV series and to return the character to his roots as a "grim avenger of the night".[49] O'Neil said his idea was "simply to take it back to where it started. I went to the DC library and read some of the early stories. I tried to get a sense of what Kane and Finger were after."[50]

O'Neil and Adams first collaborated on the story "The Secret of the Waiting Graves[image: External link]" in Detective Comics #395 (January 1970). Few stories were true collaborations between O'Neil, Adams, Schwartz, and inker Dick Giordano[image: External link], and in actuality these men were mixed and matched with various other creators during the 1970s; nevertheless the influence of their work was "tremendous".[51] Giordano said: "We went back to a grimmer, darker Batman, and I think that's why these stories did so well ..."[52] While the work of O'Neil and Adams was popular with fans, the acclaim did little to improve declining sales; the same held true with a similarly acclaimed run by writer Steve Englehart[image: External link] and penciler Marshall Rogers[image: External link] in Detective Comics #471–476 (August 1977 – April 1978), which went on to influence the 1989 movie Batman and be adapted for Batman: The Animated Series, which debuted in 1992.[53] Regardless, circulation continued to drop through the 1970s and 1980s, hitting an all-time low in 1985.[54]
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 The Dark Knight Returns




See also: Alternative versions of Batman[image: External link]


Frank Miller[image: External link]'s limited series The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] (February–June 1986) returned the character to his darker roots, both in atmosphere and tone. The comic book, which tells the story of a 55-year-old Batman coming out of retirement in a possible future, reinvigorated the character. The Dark Knight Returns was a financial success and has since become one of the medium's most noted touchstones.[55] The series also sparked a major resurgence in the character's popularity.[56]

That year Dennis O'Neil took over as editor of the Batman titles and set the template for the portrayal of Batman following DC's status quo-altering miniseries Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]. O'Neil operated under the assumption that he was hired to revamp the character and as a result tried to instill a different tone in the books than had gone before.[57] One outcome of this new approach was the "Year One[image: External link]" storyline in Batman #404–407 (February–May 1987), in which Frank Miller and artist David Mazzucchelli[image: External link] redefined the character's origins. Writer Alan Moore[image: External link] and artist Brian Bolland[image: External link] continued this dark trend with 1988's 48-page one-shot[image: External link] Batman: The Killing Joke[image: External link], in which the Joker, attempting to drive Commissioner Gordon[image: External link] insane, cripples Gordon's daughter Barbara[image: External link], and then kidnaps and tortures the commissioner, physically and psychologically.

The Batman comics garnered major attention in 1988 when DC Comics created a 900 number[image: External link] for readers to call to vote on whether Jason Todd[image: External link], the second Robin, lived or died. Voters decided in favor of Jason's death by a narrow margin of 28 votes (see Batman: A Death in the Family[image: External link]).[58]
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The 1993 " Knightfall[image: External link]" story arc introduced a new villain, Bane[image: External link], who critically injures Batman after pushing him to the limits of his endurance. Jean-Paul Valley, known as Azrael[image: External link], is called upon to wear the Batsuit during Bruce Wayne's convalescence. Writers Doug Moench[image: External link], Chuck Dixon[image: External link], and Alan Grant[image: External link] worked on the Batman titles during "Knightfall", and would also contribute to other Batman crossovers throughout the 1990s. 1998's " Cataclysm[image: External link]" storyline served as the precursor to 1999's "No Man's Land[image: External link]", a year-long storyline that ran through all the Batman-related titles dealing with the effects of an earthquake-ravaged Gotham City. At the conclusion of "No Man's Land", O'Neil stepped down as editor and was replaced by Bob Schreck[image: External link].

Another writer who rose to prominence on the Batman comic series, was Jeph Loeb[image: External link]. Along with longtime collaborator Tim Sale, they wrote two miniseries ("The Long Halloween[image: External link]" and "Dark Victory[image: External link]") that pit an early in his career version of Batman against his entire rogues gallery[image: External link] (most notably Two-Face[image: External link], whose origin was re-envisioned by Loeb) while dealing with various mysteries involving serial killers[image: External link] Holiday[image: External link] and the Hangman[image: External link]. In 2003, Loeb teamed with artist Jim Lee[image: External link] to work on another mystery arc: "Batman: Hush[image: External link]" for the main Batman book. The twelve–issue storyline has Batman and Catwoman teaming up against Batman's entire rogues gallery, including an apparently resurrected Jason Todd[image: External link], while seeking to find the identity of the mysterious supervillain Hush[image: External link]. While the character of Hush failed to catch on with readers, the arc was a sales success for DC. As the storyline was Jim Lee's first regular comic book work in nearly a decade, the series became #1 on the Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] sales chart for the first time since Batman #500 (October 1993) and Jason Todd's appearance laid the groundwork for writer Judd Winick[image: External link]'s subsequent run as writer on Batman, with another multi-issue epic, "Under the Hood[image: External link]", which ran from Batman #637–650 (April 2005–April 2006).
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See also: All Star DC Comics[image: External link]


In 2005, DC launched All-Star Batman and Robin[image: External link], a stand-alone comic series set outside the main DC Universe continuity. Written by Frank Miller and drawn by Jim Lee, the series was a commercial success for DC Comics,[59][60] although it was widely panned by critics for its writing and strong depictions of violence.[61][62]

Starting in 2006, Grant Morrison[image: External link] and Paul Dini[image: External link] were the regular writers of Batman and Detective Comics, with Morrison reincorporating controversial elements of Batman lore. Most notably of these elements were the science fiction themed storylines of the 1950s Batman comics, which Morrison revised as hallucinations Batman suffered under the influence of various mind-bending gases and extensive sensory deprivation training. Morrison's run climaxed with "Batman R.I.P.", which brought Batman up against the villainous "Black Glove" organization, which sought to drive Batman into madness. "Batman R.I.P." segued into Final Crisis[image: External link] (also written by Morrison), which saw the apparent death of Batman at the hands of Darkseid[image: External link]. In the 2009 miniseries Batman: Battle for the Cowl[image: External link], Wayne's former protégé Dick Grayson becomes the new Batman, and Wayne's son Damian becomes the new Robin.[63][64] In June 2009, Judd Winick returned to writing Batman, while Grant Morrison was given his own series, titled Batman and Robin[image: External link].[65]

In 2010, the storyline Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] saw Bruce travel through history, eventually returning to the present day. Although he reclaimed the mantle of Batman, he also allowed Grayson to continue being Batman as well. Bruce decided to take his war on crime globally, which is the central focus of Batman Incorporated[image: External link]. DC Comics would later announce that Grayson would be the main character in Batman, Detective Comics, and Batman and Robin, while Wayne would be the main character in Batman Incorporated. Also, Bruce appeared in another ongoing series, Batman: The Dark Knight[image: External link].
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See also: The New 52[image: External link]


In September 2011, DC Comics' entire line of superhero comic books, including its Batman franchise, were canceled and relaunched with new #1 issues as part of the New 52[image: External link] reboot[image: External link]. Bruce Wayne is the only character to be identified as Batman and is featured in Batman[image: External link], Detective Comics[image: External link], Batman and Robin[image: External link], and Batman: The Dark Knight[image: External link]. Dick Grayson returns to the mantle of Nightwing and appears in his own ongoing series. While many characters have their histories significantly altered to attract new readers, Batman's history remains mostly intact. Batman Incorporated was relaunched in 2012–2013 to complete the "Leviathan" storyline.

Since the beginning of the New 52, Scott Snyder[image: External link] has been the writer of the flagship Batman title. His first major story arc was "Night of the Owls[image: External link]", where Batman confronts the Court of Owls, a secret society that has controlled Gotham for centuries. The second story arc was "Death of the Family[image: External link]", where the Joker returns to Gotham and simultaneously attacks each member of the Batman family. The third story arc was "Batman: Zero Year[image: External link]", which redefined Batman's origin in The New 52. It followed Batman #0, published in June 2012, which explored the character's early years. The final storyline before the " Convergence[image: External link]" (2015) storyline was " Endgame[image: External link]", depicting the supposed final battle between Batman and the Joker when he unleashes the deadly Endgame virus onto Gotham City. The storyline ends with Batman and the Joker's supposed deaths.

Starting with Batman vol. 2, #41, Commissioner James Gordon takes over Bruce's mantle as a new, state-sanctioned, mecha[image: External link]-Batman, debuting in the Free Comic Book Day[image: External link] special comic Divergence. However, Bruce Wayne is soon revealed to be alive, albeit now suffering almost total amnesia of his life as Batman and only remembering his life as Bruce Wayne through what he has learned from Alfred. Bruce Wayne finds happiness and proposes to his girlfriend, Julie, but Mr. Bloom heavily injures Jim Gordon and takes control of Gotham City and threatens to destroy the city by energizing a particle reactor to create a "strange star" to swallow the city. Bruce Wayne discovers the truth that he was Batman and after talking to a stranger who smiles a lot (it is heavily implied that this is the amnesic Joker) he forces Alfred to implant his memories as Batman, but at the cost of his memories as the reborn Bruce Wayne. He returns and helps Jim Gordon defeat Mr. Bloom and shut down the reactor. Gordon gets his job back as the commissioner, and the government Batman project is shuttered.[66]

In 2015, DC Comics released The Dark Knight III: The Master Race[image: External link], the sequel to Frank Miller's The Dark Knight Returns and The Dark Knight Strikes Again.[67]
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See also: DC Rebirth[image: External link]


In June 2016, the DC Rebirth[image: External link] event relaunched DC Comics' entire line of comic book titles. Batman[image: External link] was rebooted with a one-shot issue and began shipping twice-monthly, starting with Batman vol. 3, #1 (June 2016). The series was written by Tom King[image: External link], and artwork was provided by David Finch[image: External link] and Mikel Janín. The Batman[image: External link] series introduced two vigilantes, Gotham and Gotham Girl. Detective Comics resumed its original numbering system starting with June 2016's #934, and the New 52 volume 2 of the series was added into volume 1.[68] Writer James Tynion IV[image: External link] and artists Eddy Barrows[image: External link] and Alvaro Martinez worked on Detective Comics #934, and the series initially featured a team consisting of Tim Drake[image: External link], Stephanie Brown[image: External link], Cassandra Cain[image: External link] and Clayface[image: External link], led by Batman and Batwoman[image: External link].
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Batman's secret identity[image: External link] is Bruce Wayne, a wealthy American industrialist. As a child, Bruce witnessed the murder of his parents, Dr. Thomas Wayne and Martha Wayne, which ultimately led him to craft the Batman persona and seek vengeance against criminals. He resides on the outskirts of Gotham City in his personal residence, Wayne Manor[image: External link]. Wayne averts suspicion by acting the part of a superficial playboy idly living off his family's fortune, which was amassed through real estate before the city became a bustling metropolis,[69] and the profits of Wayne Enterprises, his inherited conglomerate.[70] He supports philanthropic causes through his nonprofit Wayne Foundation, but is more widely known as a celebrity socialite.[71] In public, he frequently appears in the company of high-status women, which encourages tabloid gossip. Although Bruce Wayne leads an active romantic life, his vigilante activities as Batman account for most of his time.[72]

Modern stories tend to portray the extravagant, playboy image of Bruce Wayne as a facade[73] (in counterpoint to the post-Crisis Superman, whose Clark Kent[image: External link] persona is the true identity, while the Superman persona is the facade).[74][75] In Batman Unmasked, a television documentary about the psychology of the character, behavioral scientist[image: External link] Benjamin Karney[image: External link] notes that Batman's personality is driven by Bruce Wayne's inherent humanity; that "Batman, for all its benefits and for all of the time Bruce Wayne devotes to it, is ultimately a tool for Bruce Wayne's efforts to make the world better".

Writers of Batman and Superman stories have often compared and contrasted the two. Interpretations vary depending on the writer, the story, and the timing. Grant Morrison[76] notes that both heroes "believe in the same kind of things" despite the day/night contrast their heroic roles display. He notes an equally stark contrast in their real identities. Bruce Wayne and Clark Kent belong to different social classes: "Bruce has a butler, Clark has a boss." T. James Musler's book Unleashing the Superhero in Us All explores the extent to which Bruce Wayne's vast personal wealth is important in his life story, and the crucial role it plays in his efforts as Batman.[77]

Will Brooker notes in his book Batman Unmasked that "the confirmation of the Batman's identity lies with the young audience ... he doesn't have to be Bruce Wayne; he just needs the suit and gadgets, the abilities, and most importantly the morality, the humanity. There's just a sense about him: 'they trust him ... and they're never wrong."[78]
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Batman's primary character traits can be summarized as "wealth; physical prowess; deductive abilities and obsession".[79] The details and tone of Batman comic books have varied over the years due to different creative teams. Dennis O'Neil noted that character consistency was not a major concern during early editorial regimes: "Julie Schwartz[image: External link] did a Batman in Batman and Detective and Murray Boltinoff[image: External link] did a Batman in the Brave and the Bold and apart from the costume they bore very little resemblance to each other. Julie and Murray did not want to coordinate their efforts, nor were they asked to do so. Continuity was not important in those days."[80]

The driving force behind Bruce Wayne's character is his parents' murder and their absence. Bob Kane and Bill Finger discussed Batman's background and decided that "there's nothing more traumatic than having your parents murdered before your eyes".[81] Despite his trauma, he sets his mind on studying to become a scientist[82][83] and to train his body into physical perfection[82][83] to fight crime in Gotham City[image: External link] as Batman, an inspired idea from Wayne's insight into the criminal mind.[82][83]

Another of Batman's characterizations is that of a vigilante; in order to stop evil that started with the death of his parents, he must sometimes break the law himself. Although manifested differently by being re-told by different artists, it is nevertheless that the details and the prime components of Batman's origin have never varied at all in the comic books, the "reiteration of the basic origin events holds together otherwise divergent expressions".[84] The origin is the source of the character's traits and attributes, which play out in many of the character's adventures.[79]

Batman is often treated as a vigilante by other characters in his stories. Frank Miller views the character as "a dionysian[image: External link] figure, a force for anarchy[image: External link] that imposes an individual order".[85] Dressed as a bat, Batman deliberately cultivates a frightening persona in order to aid him in crime-fighting,[86] a fear that originates from the criminals' own guilty conscience[image: External link].[87] Miller is often credited with reintroducing anti-heroic traits into Batman's characterization,[88] such as his brooding personality, willingness to use violence and torture, and increasingly alienated behavior. Batman's original character was changed in the 1950s when the now-defunct comic book codes[image: External link] went into effect, and DC editor Whitney Ellsworth reinvented Batman as having a stringent moral code which never allowed him to kill.[88] Miller's Batman was closer to the original, Golden Age version, who was willing to kill criminals if necessary.[89]
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Main article: Alternative versions of Batman[image: External link]


On two occasions former Robin Dick Grayson[image: External link] has served as Batman. He served briefly while Wayne recovered from spinal injuries caused by Bane[image: External link] in the 1993 Knightfall storyline. He assumed the mantle again in a 2009 comic book while Wayne was believed dead, and served as a second Batman even after Wayne returned in 2010. As part of DC's 2011 continuity relaunch[image: External link], Grayson returned to being Nightwing following the Flashpoint crossover event.

In an interview with IGN[image: External link], Morrison detailed that having Dick Grayson as Batman and Damian Wayne[image: External link] as Robin represented a "reverse" of the normal dynamic between Batman and Robin, with, "a more light-hearted and spontaneous Batman and a scowling, badass Robin". Morrison explained his intentions for the new characterization of Batman: "Dick Grayson is kind of this consummate superhero. The guy has been Batman's partner since he was a kid, he's led the Teen Titans[image: External link], and he's trained with everybody in the DC Universe. So he's a very different kind of Batman. He's a lot easier; He's a lot looser and more relaxed."[63]

Over the years, there have been numerous others to assume the name of Batman, or to officially take over for Bruce during his leaves of absence. Jean Paul Valley[image: External link], also known as Azrael[image: External link], assumed the cowl after the events of the Knightfall[image: External link] saga. James Gordon, donned a mech-suit after the events of Batman: Endgame[image: External link], and served as Batman in 2015 and 2016.

Additionally, members of the group Batman, Incorporated[image: External link], Bruce Wayne's experiment at franchising his brand of vigilantism, have at times stood in as the official Batman in cities around the world. Various others have also taken up the role of Batman in stories set in alternative universes and possible futures, including, among them, various former proteges of Bruce Wayne.
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Batman has no inherent superhuman powers; he relies on "his own scientific knowledge, detective skills, and athletic prowess".[32] Batman's inexhaustible wealth gives him access to advanced technologies, and as a proficient scientist[image: External link], he is able to use and modify these technologies to his advantage. In the stories, Batman is regarded as one of the world's greatest detectives, if not the world's greatest crime solver.[90] Batman has been repeatedly described as having a genius-level intellect, being one of the greatest martial artists in the DC Universe, and having peak human physical conditioning.[91] As a polymath[image: External link], his knowledge and expertise in countless disciplines is nearly unparalleled by any other character in the DC Universe.[92] He has traveled the world acquiring the skills needed to aid him in his endeavors as Batman. In the Superman: Doomed[image: External link] story arc, Superman considers Batman to be one of the most brilliant minds on the planet.[93]

Batman has trained extensively in various martial arts, mastering over 127 different types, making him one of the best hand-to-hand fighters in the DC Universe. Superman describes Batman as "the most dangerous man on Earth", able to defeat an entire team of superpowered extraterrestrials by himself in order to rescue his imprisoned teammates in Grant Morrison's first storyline in JLA.

Batman has the ability to function under great physical pain and to withstand telepathy[image: External link] and mind control[image: External link]. He is a master of disguise[image: External link], multilingual, and an expert in espionage[image: External link], often gathering information under the identity of Matches Malone, a notorious gangster. He is a highly skilled in stealth movement and escapology[image: External link], which allows him to appear and disappear at will and to break free of nearly inescapable deathtraps[image: External link] with little to no harm.

Batman is an expert in interrogation[image: External link] techniques and often uses extreme methods to extract information from suspects, such as hanging a person over the edge of a building. His intimidating[image: External link] and frightening appearance alone is often all that is needed in getting information from suspects. Despite having the potential to harm his enemies, Batman's most defining characteristic is his strong commitment to justice and his reluctance to take a life. This unyielding moral rectitude has earned him the respect of several heroes in the DC Universe, most notably that of Superman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link].

Among physical and other crime fighting related training, he is also proficient at other types of skills. Some of these include being a licensed pilot (in order to operate the Batplane[image: External link]), as well as being able to operate other types of machinery. In some publications, he underwent some magician training.
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Main article: Batsuit[image: External link]


Batman's body armored[image: External link] costume incorporates the imagery of a bat in order to frighten criminals.[94] The details of the Batman costume change repeatedly through various decades, stories, media and artists' interpretations, but the most distinctive elements remain consistent: a scallop-hem cape; a cowl covering most of the face; a pair of bat-like ears; a stylized bat emblem on the chest; and the ever-present utility belt. Finger and Kane originally conceptualized Batman as having a black cape and cowl and grey suit, but conventions in coloring called for black to be highlighted with blue.[94] Hence, the costume's colors have appeared in the comics as dark blue and grey;[94] as well as black and grey. In the Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman and Batman Returns films, Batman has been depicted as completely black with a bat in the middle surrounded by a yellow background. Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link] depicted Batman wearing high-tech gear painted completely black with a black bat in the middle. Ben Affleck[image: External link]'s Batman in the DC Extended Universe films wears a suit more faithful to the comic books versions, in which the suit is grey in color with a black cowl, cape, and bat symbol.

Batman's batsuit[image: External link] aids in his combat against enemies, having the properties of both Kevlar[image: External link] and Nomex[image: External link]. It protects him from gunfire and other significant impacts. His gloves typically feature three scallops that protrude from long, gauntlet-like cuffs, although in his earliest appearances he wore short, plain gloves without the scallops.[95] The overall look of the character, particularly the length of the cowl's ears and of the cape, varies greatly depending on the artist. Dennis O'Neil said, "We now say that Batman has two hundred suits hanging in the Batcave so they don't have to look the same ... Everybody loves to draw Batman, and everybody wants to put their own spin on it."[96]


	Batmobile



Main article: Batmobile[image: External link]


Batman's primary vehicle is the Batmobile[image: External link], which is usually depicted as an imposing black car, often with tailfins[image: External link] that suggest a bat's wings. Batman also has an aircraft called the Batplane[image: External link] (later called the "Batwing"), along with various other means of transportation. In proper practice, the "bat" prefix (as in Batmobile or batarang) is rarely used by Batman himself when referring to his equipment, particularly after some portrayals (primarily the 1960s Batman live-action television show and the Super Friends animated series) stretched the practice to campy[image: External link] proportions. For example, the 1960s television show depicted a Batboat[image: External link], Bat-Sub[image: External link], and Batcycle[image: External link], among other bat-themed vehicles. The 1960s television series Batman has an arsenal that includes such "bat-" names as the bat-computer, bat-scanner, bat-radar, bat-cuffs, bat-pontoons, bat-drinking water dispenser, bat-camera with polarized bat-filter, bat-shark repellent[image: External link] bat-spray, and bat-rope. The storyline "A Death in the Family" suggests that given Batman's grim nature, he is unlikely to have adopted the "bat" prefix on his own. In The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Batman tells Carrie Kelley[image: External link] that the original Robin came up with the name "Batmobile" when he was young, since that is what a kid would call Batman's vehicle. The Batmobile was redesigned in 2011 when DC Comics relaunched[image: External link] its entire line of comic books, with the batmobile being given heavier armor and new aesthetics.


	Utility belt



Main article: Batman's utility belt[image: External link]


Batman keeps most of his field equipment in his utility belt[image: External link]. Over the years it has shown to contain an assortment of crime-fighting tools, weapons, and investigative and technological instruments. Different versions of the belt have these items stored in compartments, often as pouches or hard cylinders attached evenly around it. Batman is often depicted as carrying a projectile which shoots a retractable grappling hook attached to a cable. This allows him to attach to distant objects, be propelled into the air, and thus swing from the rooftops of Gotham City. An exception to the range of Batman's equipment are guns[image: External link], which he refuses to use on principle, since a gun was used in his parents' murder.


	Bat-Signal



Main article: Bat-Signal[image: External link]


When Batman is needed, the Gotham City police activate a searchlight[image: External link] with a bat-shaped insignia over the lens called the Bat-Signal, which shines into the night sky, creating a bat-symbol on a passing cloud which can be seen from any point in Gotham. The origin of the signal varies, depending on the continuity and medium.

In various incarnations, most notably the 1960s Batman TV series, Commissioner Gordon also has a dedicated phone line, dubbed the Bat-Phone, connected to a bright red telephone (in the TV series) which sits on a wooden base and has a transparent top. The line connects directly to Batman's residence, Wayne Manor[image: External link], specifically both to a similar phone sitting on the desk in Bruce Wayne's study and the extension phone in the Batcave.
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Main article: Batcave[image: External link]


The Batcave is Batman's secret headquarters, consisting of a series of subterranean caves beneath his mansion, Wayne Manor[image: External link]. It serves as his command center for both local and global surveillance, as well as housing his vehicles and equipment for his war on crime. It also is a storeroom for Batman's memorabilia. In both the comic Batman: Shadow of the Bat[image: External link] (issue #45) and the 2005 film Batman Begins, the cave is said to have been part of the Underground Railroad[image: External link].
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Batman utilizes a vast arsenal of specialized, high-tech vehicles and gadgets in his war against crime, the designs of which usually share a bat motif. Batman historian Les Daniels[image: External link] credits Gardner Fox[image: External link] with creating the concept of Batman's arsenal with the introduction of the utility belt in Detective Comics #29 (July 1939) and the first bat-themed weapons the batarang[image: External link] and the "Batgyro" in Detective Comics #31 and #32 (September; October 1939).[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Supporting characters




Main article: List of Batman supporting characters[image: External link]


Batman's interactions with both villains and cohorts have, over time, developed a strong supporting cast of characters.[79]
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Main article: List of Batman Family adversaries[image: External link]


Batman faces a variety of foes ranging from common criminals to outlandish supervillains. Many of them mirror aspects of the Batman's character and development, often having tragic origin stories that lead them to a life of crime.[97] These foes are commonly referred to as Batman's rogues gallery[image: External link]. Batman's "most implacable foe" is the Joker[image: External link], a homicidal maniac with a clown-like appearance. The Joker is considered by critics to be his perfect adversary, since he is the antithesis of Batman in personality and appearance; the Joker has a maniacal demeanor with a colorful appearance, while Batman has a serious and resolute demeanor with a dark appearance. As a "personification of the irrational", the Joker represents "everything Batman [opposes]".[36] Other long time recurring foes that are part of Batman's rogues gallery include Catwoman (a cat burglar[image: External link] antiheroine who is an occasional ally and romantic interest), the Penguin, Ra's al Ghul, Two-Face[image: External link], the Riddler[image: External link], the Scarecrow, Mr. Freeze, Poison Ivy, Harley Quinn[image: External link], Bane[image: External link], Clayface[image: External link], and Killer Croc[image: External link] among others. Many of Batman's adversaries are often psychiatric patients at Arkham Asylum.
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Main article: Alfred Pennyworth


Batman's butler, Alfred Pennyworth, first appeared in Batman #16 (1943). He serves as Bruce Wayne's loyal father figure and is one of the few persons to know his secret identity. Alfred raised Bruce after his parents' death and knows him on a very personal level. He is sometimes portrayed as a sidekick to Batman and the only other resident of Wayne Manor aside from Bruce. The character "[lends] a homely touch to Batman's environs and [is] ever ready to provide a steadying and reassuring hand" to the hero and his sidekick.[97]
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The informal name "Batman family[image: External link]" is used for a group of characters closely allied with Batman, generally masked vigilantes who either have been trained by Batman or operate in Gotham City with his tacit approval. They include: Barbara Gordon[image: External link], Commissioner Gordon's daughter, who has fought crime under the vigilante identity of Batgirl[image: External link] and, during a period in which she was confined to a wheelchair due to a gunshot wound inflicted by the Joker, the computer hacker[image: External link] Oracle; Helena Bertinelli[image: External link], the sole surviving member of a mob family turned vigilante, who has worked with Batman on occasion, primarily as the Huntress[image: External link] and as Batgirl for a brief stint; Cassandra Cain[image: External link], the daughter of professional assassins David Cain[image: External link], and Lady Shiva[image: External link], who succeeded Bertinelli as Batgirl.
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Lucius Fox, a technology specialist and Bruce Wayne's business manager who is well aware of his employer's clandestine vigilante activities; Dr. Leslie Thompkins, a family friend who like Alfred became a surrogate parental figure to Bruce Wayne after the deaths of his parents, and is also aware of his secret identity; Vicki Vale[image: External link], an investigative journalist who often reports on Batman's activities for the Gotham Gazette; Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], Batman's canine partner who was predominantly active in the 1950s and 1960s;[98] and Bat-Mite[image: External link], an extra-dimensional imp predominately active in the 1960s who idolizes Batman.[98]
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Main article: Gotham City Police Department


As Batman's ally in the Gotham City police, Commissioner[image: External link] James "Jim" Gordon debuted along with Batman in Detective Comics #27 and has been a consistent presence ever since. As a crime-fighting everyman[image: External link], he shares the Batman's goals while offering, much as the character of Watson[image: External link] does in Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] stories, a normal person's perspective on the work of Batman's extraordinary genius.
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Main article: Justice League[image: External link]


Batman is at times a member of superhero teams such as the Justice League of America[image: External link] and the Outsiders[image: External link]. Batman has often been paired in adventures with his Justice League teammate Superman, notably as the co-stars of World's Finest and Superman/Batman[image: External link] series. In pre-Crisis continuity, the two are depicted as close friends; however, in current continuity, they are still close friends but an uneasy relationship, with an emphasis on their differing views on crime-fighting and justice. In Superman/Batman[image: External link] #3 (December 2003), Superman[image: External link] observes, "Sometimes, I admit, I think of Bruce as a man in a costume. Then, with some gadget from his utility belt, he reminds me that he has an extraordinarily inventive mind. And how lucky I am to be able to call on him."[99]
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Main article: Robin (comics)[image: External link]


Robin, Batman's vigilante partner, has been a widely recognized supporting character for many years.[100] Bill Finger stated that he wanted to include Robin because "Batman didn't have anyone to talk to, and it got a little tiresome always having him thinking."[101] The first Robin, Dick Grayson, was introduced in 1940. In the 1970s he finally grew up, went off to college and became the hero Nightwing[image: External link]. A second Robin, Jason Todd[image: External link], appeared in the 1980s. In the stories he was eventually badly beaten and then killed in an explosion set by the Joker, but was later revived. He used the Joker's old persona, the Red Hood[image: External link], and became an antihero[image: External link] vigilante with no qualms about using firearms[image: External link] or deadly force[image: External link]. Carrie Kelly[image: External link], the first female Robin to appear in Batman stories, was the final Robin in the continuity of Frank Miller's graphic novels The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link], fighting alongside an aging Batman in stories set out of the mainstream continuity.

The third Robin in mainstream comics is Tim Drake[image: External link], who first appeared in 1989. He went on to star in his own comic series, and currently goes by Red Robin[image: External link], a variation on the traditional Robin persona. In the first decade of the new millennium, Stephanie Brown[image: External link] served as the fourth in-universe Robin between stints as her self-made vigilante identity The Spoiler, and later as Batgirl[image: External link].[102] After Stephanie Brown's apparent death, Drake resumed the role of Robin for a time. The role eventually passed to Damian Wayne[image: External link], the ten-year-old son of Bruce Wayne and Talia al Ghul[image: External link], in the late 2000s.[103] Damian's tenure as du jour Robin ended when the character was killed off in the pages of Batman Incorporated[image: External link] in 2013.[104] Batman's next young sidekick is Harper Row, a streetwise young woman who avoids the name Robin but followed the ornithological[image: External link] theme nonetheless; she debuted the codename and identity of Bluebird[image: External link] in 2014. Unlike the Robins, Bluebird is willing and permitted to use a gun, albeit non-lethal[image: External link]; her weapon of choice is a modified rifle that fires taser rounds.[105] In 2015, a new series titled We Are Robin[image: External link] will focus on a group of teenagers using the Robin persona to fight crime in Gotham City.
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Helena Wayne[image: External link] is the biological daughter of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] and Selina Kyle[image: External link] of an alternate universe[image: External link] established in the early 1960s ( Multiverse[image: External link]) where the Golden Age[image: External link] stories took place.

Damian Wayne[image: External link] is the biological son of Bruce Wayne and Talia al Ghul[image: External link],[63][106][107] and thus the grandson of Ra's al Ghul.

Terry McGinnis[image: External link] is the biological son of Bruce Wayne in the DC animated universe[image: External link], and has taken over the roll as Batman when Bruce has become too elderly to do it.
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Writers have varied in the approach over the years to the "playboy" aspect of Bruce Wayne's persona. Some writers show his playboy reputation as a manufactured illusion to support his mission as Batman, while others have depicted Bruce Wayne as genuinely enjoying the benefits of being "Gotham's most eligible bachelor". Bruce Wayne has been portrayed as being romantically linked with many women throughout his various incarnations. The most significant relationships occurred with Selina Kyle, who is also Catwoman[108] and Talia al Ghul[image: External link], as both women gave birth to his biological offsprings, Helena Wayne and Damian Wayne, respectively.

Batman's first romantic interest was Julie Madison[image: External link] in Detective Comics[image: External link] #31 (Sept. 1939[image: External link]), however their romance was short-lived. Some of Batman's romantic interests have been women with a respected status in society, such as Julie Madison[image: External link], Vicki Vale[image: External link], and Silver St. Cloud. Batman has also been romantically involved with allies, such as Kathy Kane (Batwoman)[image: External link], Barbara Gordon (Batgirl)[image: External link], Sasha Bordeaux[image: External link], and Wonder Woman[image: External link], and with villains, such as Selina Kyle (Catwoman), Jezebel Jet, Pamela Isley (Poison Ivy), and Talia al Ghul[image: External link].
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Main article: Catwoman


While most of Batman's romantic relationships tend to be short in duration, Catwoman has been his most enduring romance throughout the years.[109] The attraction between Batman and Catwoman is present in nearly every version and medium in which the characters appear. Although Catwoman is typically portrayed as a villain, Batman and Catwoman have worked together in achieving common goals and are usually depicted as having a romantic connection.

In an early 1980s storyline, Selina Kyle and Bruce Wayne develop a relationship, in which the closing panel of the final story shows her referring to Batman as "Bruce". However, a change in the editorial team brought a swift end to that storyline and, apparently, all that transpired during the story arc. Out of costume, Bruce and Selina develop a romantic relationship during The Long Halloween[image: External link]. The story shows Selina saving Bruce from Poison Ivy. However, the relationship ends when Bruce rejects her advances twice; once as Bruce and once as Batman. In Batman: Dark Victory[image: External link], he stands her up on two holidays, causing her to leave him for good and to leave Gotham City for a while. When the two meet at an opera many years later, during the events of the twelve-issue story arc called " Hush[image: External link]", Bruce comments that the two no longer have a relationship as Bruce and Selina. However, "Hush" sees Batman and Catwoman allied against the entire rogues gallery[image: External link] and rekindling their romantic relationship. In "'Hush", Batman reveals his true identity to Catwoman.

The Earth-Two Batman[image: External link], a character from a parallel world, partners with and marries the reformed Earth-Two Catwoman, Selina Kyle (as shown in Superman Family[image: External link] #211). They have a daughter named Helena Wayne[image: External link], who becomes the Huntress. Along with Dick Grayson, the Earth-Two Robin[image: External link], the Huntress takes the role as Gotham's protector once Bruce Wayne retires to become police commissioner, a position he occupies until he is killed during one final adventure as Batman.

Batman and Catwoman are shown having a sexual encounter on a rooftop in Catwoman vol. 4, #1 (2011); the same issue implies that the two have an ongoing sexual relationship.[110] Following the 2016 DC Rebirth continuity reboot, the two once again have a sexual encounter on top of a building in Batman vol. 3, #14 (2017).[111]
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Batman's history has undergone various retroactive continuity[image: External link] revisions, both minor and major. Few elements of the character's history have remained constant. Scholars William Uricchio[image: External link] and Roberta E. Pearson noted in the early 1990s, "Unlike some fictional characters, the Batman has no primary urtext set in a specific period, but has rather existed in a plethora of equally valid texts constantly appearing over more than five decades."[112]
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The central fixed event in the Batman stories is the character's origin story[image: External link].[79] As a young boy, Bruce Wayne was horrified and traumatized when he watched his parents, the physician Dr. Thomas Wayne and his wife Martha, murdered with a gun by a mugger named Joe Chill[image: External link]. Batman refuses to utilize any sort of gun on the principle that a gun was used to murder his parents. This event drove him to train his body to its peak condition and fight crime in Gotham City[image: External link] as Batman. Pearson and Uricchio also noted beyond the origin story and such events as the introduction of Robin, "Until recently, the fixed and accruing and hence, canonized, events have been few in number",[79] a situation altered by an increased effort by later Batman editors such as Dennis O'Neil to ensure consistency and continuity between stories.[113]
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See also: Batman (Earth-Two)[image: External link]


In Batman's first appearance in Detective Comics #27, he is already operating as a crime-fighter.[114] Batman's origin is first presented in Detective Comics #33 (November 1939) and is later expanded upon in Batman #47. As these comics state, Bruce Wayne is born to Dr. Thomas Wayne and his wife Martha, two very wealthy and charitable Gotham City[image: External link] socialites. Bruce is brought up in Wayne Manor[image: External link], and leads a happy and privileged existence until the age of eight, when his parents are killed by a small-time criminal named Joe Chill[image: External link] while on their way home from a movie theater. That night, Bruce Wayne swears an oath to spend his life fighting crime. He engages in intense intellectual and physical training; however, he realizes that these skills alone would not be enough. "Criminals are a superstitious cowardly lot", Wayne remarks, "so my disguise must be able to strike terror into their hearts. I must be a creature of the night, black, terrible ..." As if responding to his desires, a bat[image: External link] suddenly flies through the window, inspiring Bruce to craft the Batman persona.[115]

In early strips, Batman's career as a vigilante earns him the ire of the police. During this period, Bruce Wayne has a fiancée named Julie Madison[image: External link].[116] In Detective Comics #38, Wayne takes in an orphaned circus acrobat, Dick Grayson[image: External link], who becomes his vigilante partner, Robin[image: External link]. Batman also becomes a founding member of the Justice Society of America[image: External link],[117] although he, like Superman, is an honorary member,[118] and thus only participates occasionally. Batman's relationship with the law thaws quickly, and he is made an honorary member of Gotham City's police department.[119] During this time, Alfred Pennyworth arrives at Wayne Manor, and after deducing the Dynamic Duo's secret identities, joins their service as their butler.[120]
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The Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link] in DC Comics is sometimes held to have begun in 1956 when the publisher introduced Barry Allen[image: External link] as a new, updated version of The Flash[image: External link]. Batman is not significantly changed by the late 1950s for the continuity which would be later referred to as Earth-One[image: External link]. The lighter tone Batman had taken in the period between the Golden and Silver Ages led to the stories of the late 1950s and early 1960s that often feature many science-fiction elements, and Batman is not significantly updated in the manner of other characters until Detective Comics #327 (May 1964), in which Batman reverts to his detective roots, with most science-fiction elements jettisoned from the series.

After the introduction of DC Comics' multiverse[image: External link] in the 1960s, DC established that stories from the Golden Age star the Earth-Two Batman[image: External link], a character from a parallel world. This version of Batman partners with and marries the reformed Earth-Two Catwoman, Selina Kyle. The two have a daughter, Helena Wayne[image: External link], who becomes the Huntress. She assumes the position as Gotham's protector along with Dick Grayson, the Earth-Two Robin[image: External link], once Bruce Wayne retires to become police commissioner. Wayne holds the position of police commissioner until he is killed during one final adventure as Batman. Batman titles however often ignored that a distinction had been made between the pre-revamp and post-revamp Batmen (since unlike The Flash or Green Lantern[image: External link], Batman comics had been published without interruption through the 1950s) and would occasionally make reference to stories from the Golden Age.[121] Nevertheless, details of Batman's history were altered or expanded upon through the decades. Additions include meetings with a future Superman during his youth, his upbringing by his uncle Philip Wayne (introduced in Batman #208, January/February 1969) after his parents' death, and appearances of his father and himself as prototypical versions of Batman and Robin, respectively.[122][123] In 1980 then-editor Paul Levitz[image: External link] commissioned the Untold Legend of the Batman limited series[image: External link] to thoroughly chronicle Batman's origin and history.

Batman meets and regularly works with other heroes during the Silver Age, most notably Superman, whom he began regularly working alongside in a series of team-ups in World's Finest Comics[image: External link], starting in 1954 and continuing through the series' cancellation in 1986. Batman and Superman are usually depicted as close friends. As a founding member of the Justice League of America[image: External link], Batman appears in its first story, in 1960's Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28. In the 1970s and 1980s, Brave and the Bold became a Batman title, in which Batman teams up with a different DC Universe[image: External link] superhero each month.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bronze Age




In 1969, Dick Grayson attends college as part of DC Comics' effort to revise the Batman comics. Additionally, Batman also moves from his mansion, Wayne Manor[image: External link] into a penthouse apartment[image: External link] atop the Wayne Foundation building in downtown Gotham City, in order to be closer to Gotham City's crime. Batman spends the 1970s and early 1980s mainly working solo, with occasional team-ups with Robin and/or Batgirl. Batman's adventures also become somewhat darker and more grim during this period, depicting increasingly violent crimes, including the first appearance (since the early Golden Age) of the Joker as a homicidal psychopath[image: External link], and the arrival of Ra's al Ghul, a centuries-old terrorist who knows Batman's secret identity. In the 1980s, Dick Grayson becomes Nightwing[image: External link].[7]

In the final issue of Brave and the Bold in 1983, Batman quits the Justice League and forms a new group called the Outsiders[image: External link]. He serves as the team's leader until Batman and the Outsiders #32 (1986) and the comic subsequently changed its title.
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After the 12-issue limited series[image: External link] Crisis on Infinite Earths, DC Comics retconned[image: External link] the histories of some major characters in an attempt at updating them for contemporary audiences. Frank Miller retold Batman's origin in the storyline "Year One[image: External link]" from Batman #404–407, which emphasizes a grittier tone in the character.[124] Though the Earth-Two Batman is erased from history, many stories of Batman's Silver Age/Earth-One career (along with an amount of Golden Age ones) remain canonical in the post-Crisis universe, with his origins remaining the same in essence, despite alteration. For example, Gotham's police are mostly corrupt, setting up further need for Batman's existence. The guardian Phillip Wayne is removed leaving young Bruce to be raised by Alfred Pennyworth. Additionally, Batman is no longer a founding member of the Justice League of America, although he becomes leader for a short time of a new incarnation of the team launched in 1987. To help fill in the revised backstory for Batman following Crisis, DC launched a new Batman title called Legends of the Dark Knight[image: External link] in 1989 and has published various miniseries and one-shot stories since then that largely take place during the "Year One" period.

Subsequently, Batman begins exhibiting an excessive, reckless approach to his crime-fighting, a result of the pain of losing Jason Todd. Batman works solo until the decade's close, when Tim Drake[image: External link] becomes the new Robin.[125]

Many of the major Batman storylines since the 1990s have been inter-title crossovers that run for a number of issues. In 1993, DC published " Knightfall[image: External link]". During the storyline's first phase, the new villain Bane paralyzes Batman, leading Wayne to ask Azrael[image: External link] to take on the role. After the end of "Knightfall", the storylines split in two directions, following both the Azrael-Batman's adventures, and Bruce Wayne's quest to become Batman once more. The story arcs realign in "KnightsEnd", as Azrael becomes increasingly violent and is defeated by a healed Bruce Wayne. Wayne hands the Batman mantle to Dick Grayson (then Nightwing) for an interim period, while Wayne trains for a return to the role.[126]

The 1994 company-wide crossover storyline "Zero Hour[image: External link]" changes aspects of DC continuity again, including those of Batman. Noteworthy among these changes is that the general populace and the criminal element now considers Batman an urban legend rather than a known force.

Batman once again becomes a member of the Justice League[image: External link] during Grant Morrison's 1996 relaunch of the series, titled JLA. During this time, Gotham City faces catastrophe in the decade's closing crossover arc. In 1998's " Cataclysm[image: External link]" storyline, Gotham City is devastated by an earthquake and ultimately cut off from the United States. Deprived of many of his technological resources, Batman fights to reclaim the city from legions of gangs during 1999's "No Man's Land[image: External link]".

Meanwhile, Batman's relationship with the Gotham City Police Department changed for the worse with the events of "Batman: Officer Down" and "Batman: War Games/War Crimes"; Batman's long-time law enforcement allies Commissioner Gordon and Harvey Bullock are forced out of the police department in "Officer Down", while "War Games" and "War Crimes" saw Batman become a wanted fugitive after a contingency plan of his to neutralize Gotham City's criminal underworld is accidentally triggered, resulting in a massive gang war that ends with the sadistic[image: External link] Black Mask[image: External link] the undisputed ruler of the city's criminal gangs. Lex Luthor[image: External link] arranges for the murder of Batman's on-again, off-again love interest Vesper (introduced in the mid-1990s) during the "Bruce Wayne: Murderer?" and "Bruce Wayne: Fugitive[image: External link]" story arcs. Though Batman is able to clear his name, he loses another ally in the form of his new bodyguard Sasha, who is recruited into the organization known as "Checkmate" while stuck in prison due to her refusal to turn state's evidence against her employer. While he was unable to prove that Luthor was behind the murder of Vesper, Batman does get his revenge with help from Talia al Ghul[image: External link] in Superman/Batman[image: External link] #1–6.
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DC Comics' 2005 limited series[image: External link] Identity Crisis[image: External link] reveals that JLA member Zatanna[image: External link] had altered Batman's memories to prevent him from stopping the Justice League from lobotomizing[image: External link] Dr. Light[image: External link] after he raped Sue Dibny[image: External link]. Batman later creates the Brother I[image: External link] satellite surveillance system to watch over and if necessary, kill the other heroes after he remembered. The revelation of Batman's creation and his tacit responsibility for Blue Beetle's death becomes a driving force in the lead-up to the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] miniseries, which again restructures DC continuity. Batman and a team of superheroes destroy Brother Eye and the OMACs, though at the very end Batman reaches his apparent breaking point when Alexander Luthor Jr. seriously wounds Nightwing. Picking up a gun, Batman nearly shoots Luthor in order to avenge his former sidekick, until Wonder Woman convinces him to not pull the trigger.

Following Infinite Crisis, Bruce Wayne, Dick Grayson (having recovered from his wounds), and Tim Drake retrace the steps Bruce had taken when he originally left Gotham City, to "rebuild Batman".[127] In the Face the Face[image: External link] storyline, Batman and Robin return to Gotham City after their year-long absence. Part of this absence is captured during Week 30 of the 52 series, which shows Batman fighting his inner demons.[128] Later on in 52, Batman is shown undergoing an intense meditation ritual in Nanda Parbat[image: External link]. This becomes an important part of the regular Batman title, which reveals that Batman is reborn as a more effective crime fighter while undergoing this ritual, having "hunted down and ate" the last traces of fear in his mind.[129][130] At the end of the "Face the Face" story arc, Bruce officially adopts Tim (who had lost both of his parents at various points in the character's history) as his son.[131] The follow-up story arc in Batman, Batman and Son[image: External link], introduces Damian Wayne[image: External link], who is Batman's son with Talia al Ghul[image: External link]. Although originally in Son of the Demon[image: External link], Bruce's coupling with Talia was implied to be consensual, this arc ret-conned it into Talia forcing herself on Bruce.[132]

Batman, along with Superman and Wonder Woman, reforms the Justice League in the new Justice League of America series,[133] and is leading the newest incarnation of the Outsiders[image: External link].[134]

Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s 2008 storyline, "Batman R.I.P.[image: External link]" featured Batman being physically and mentally broken by the enigmatic villain Doctor Hurt[image: External link] and attracted news coverage in advance of its highly promoted conclusion, which would speculated to feature the death of Bruce Wayne.[135][136] However, though Batman is shown to possibly perish at the end of the arc, the two-issue arc "Last Rites", which leads into the crossover storylines "Final Crisis[image: External link]", shows that Batman survives his helicopter crash into the Gotham City River and returns to the Batcave, only to be summoned to the Hall of Justice by the JLA to help investigate the New God[image: External link] Orion[image: External link]'s death. The story ends with Batman retrieving the god-killing bullet used to kill Orion, setting up its use in "Final Crisis".[137] In the pages of Final Crisis Batman is reduced to a charred skeleton.[138] In Final Crisis #7 Wayne is shown witnessing the passing of the first man, Anthro[image: External link].[139][140] Wayne's "death" sets up the three-issue Battle for the Cowl[image: External link] miniseries in which Wayne's ex-proteges compete for the "right" to assume the role of Batman, which concludes with Grayson becoming Batman,[141] while Tim Drake takes on the identity of Red Robin[image: External link].[142] Dick and Damian continue as Batman and Robin, and in the crossover storyline "Blackest Night[image: External link]", what appears to be Bruce's corpse is reanimated as a Black Lantern[image: External link] zombie[image: External link],[143] but is later shown that Bruce's corpse is one of Darkseid's failed Batman clones. Dick and Batman's other friends conclude that Bruce is alive.[144][145]
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Bruce subsequently returns in Morrison's miniseries Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne[image: External link], which depicts his travels through time from prehistory[image: External link] to present-day Gotham.[146][147][148] Bruce's return sets up Batman Incorporated[image: External link], an ongoing series which focuses on Wayne franchising the Batman identity across the globe, allowing Dick and Damian to continue as Gotham's Dynamic Duo. Bruce publicly announces that Wayne Enterprises will aid Batman on his mission, known as "Batman, Incorporated". However, due to rebooted continuity that occurred as part of DC Comics' 2011 relaunch of all of its comic books, the New 52[image: External link], Dick Grayson is restored as Nightwing with Wayne serving as the sole Batman once again. The relaunch also interrupts the publication of Batman, Incorporated, which resumed its story in 2012–2013 with changes to suit the new status quo.
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Batman has become a pop culture icon, recognized around the world. The character's presence has extended beyond his comic book origins; events such as the release of the 1989 Batman film and its accompanying merchandising "brought the Batman to the forefront of public consciousness".[149] In an article commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the character, The Guardian[image: External link] wrote, "Batman is a figure blurred by the endless reinvention that is modern mass culture. He is at once an icon and a commodity: the perfect cultural artefact for the 21st century."[150]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In other media




Main article: Batman franchise media


The character of Batman has appeared in various media aside from comic books, such as newspaper syndicated comic strips[image: External link], books, radio dramas, television, a stage show[image: External link], and several theatrical feature films. The first adaptation of Batman was as a daily newspaper comic strip which premiered on October 25, 1943.[151] That same year the character was adapted in the 15-part serial[image: External link] Batman, with Lewis Wilson[image: External link] becoming the first actor to portray Batman on screen. While Batman never had a radio series of his own, the character made occasional guest appearances in The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] starting in 1945 on occasions when Superman voice actor Bud Collyer[image: External link] needed time off.[152] A second movie serial, Batman and Robin, followed in 1949, with Robert Lowery[image: External link] taking over the role of Batman. The exposure provided by these adaptations during the 1940s "helped make [Batman] a household name for millions who never bought a comic book".[152]

In the 1964 publication of Donald Barthelme[image: External link]'s collection of short stories "Come Back, Dr. Caligari", Barthelme wrote "The Joker's Greatest Triumph". Batman is portrayed for purposes of spoof as a pretentious French-speaking rich man.[153]
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The Batman television series, starring Adam West[image: External link], premiered in January 1966 on the ABC[image: External link] television network. Inflected with a camp[image: External link] sense of humor, the show became a pop culture phenomenon. In his memoir, Back to the Batcave, West notes his dislike for the term 'camp' as it was applied to the 1960s series, opining that the show was instead a farce[image: External link] or lampoon[image: External link], and a deliberate one, at that. The series ran for 120 episodes; ending in 1968. In between the first and second season of the Batman television series, the cast and crew made the theatrical film Batman (1966). The Who[image: External link] recorded the theme song from the Batman show for their 1966 EP Ready Steady Who[image: External link], and The Kinks[image: External link] performed the theme song on their 1967 album Live at Kelvin Hall[image: External link].

The popularity of the Batman TV series also resulted in the first animated adaptation of Batman in The Batman/Superman Hour;[154] the Batman segments of the series were repackaged as The Adventures of Batman and Batman with Robin the Boy Wonder which produced thirty-three episodes between 1968 and 1977. From 1973 until 1986, Batman had a starring role in ABC's Super Friends series; which was animated by Hanna-Barbera[image: External link]. Olan Soule[image: External link] was the voice of Batman in all these shows, but was eventually replaced during Super Friends by Adam West, who also voiced the character in Filmation[image: External link]'s 1977 series The New Adventures of Batman.

In 1992, Batman: The Animated Series premiered on the Fox[image: External link] television network; produced by Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link] and featuring Kevin Conroy[image: External link] as the voice of Batman. The series received considerable acclaim for its darker tone, mature writing, stylistic design, and thematic complexity compared to previous superhero cartoons,[155][156] in addition to multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link].[157] The series' success led to the theatrical film Batman: Mask of the Phantasm (1993),[158] as well as various spin-off[image: External link] TV series; including Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link], The New Batman Adventures, Justice League and Justice League Unlimited (each of which also featured Conroy as Batman's voice). The futuristic series Batman Beyond also took place in this same animated continuity and featured a newer, younger Batman[image: External link] voiced by Will Friedle[image: External link], with the elderly Bruce Wayne (again voiced by Conroy) as a mentor.

In 2004, an unrelated animated series titled The Batman made its debut with Rino Romano[image: External link] voicing Batman. In 2008, this show was replaced by another animated series, Batman: The Brave and the Bold, featuring Diedrich Bader[image: External link]'s voice as Batman. In 2013, a new CGI[image: External link]-animated series titled Beware the Batman made its debut, with Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link] voicing Batman.[159]

In 2014, the live-action TV series Gotham premiered on the Fox network, featuring David Mazouz[image: External link] as a 12-year-old Bruce Wayne.

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the character, Warner Bros aired the television short film[image: External link], Batman: Strange Days, that was also posted on DC's YouTube channel.
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Main article: Batman in film


In 1989, Warner Bros.[image: External link] released the live-action feature film Batman; directed by Tim Burton[image: External link] and starring Michael Keaton[image: External link] as the title character. The film was a huge success; not only was it the top-grossing film of the year, but at the time was the fifth highest-grossing film in history.[160] The film also won the Academy Award for Best Art Direction[image: External link].[161] The film's success spawned three sequels: Batman Returns (1992), Batman Forever (1995) and Batman & Robin (1997); the latter two of which were directed by Joel Schumacher[image: External link] instead of Burton, and replaced Keaton as Batman with Val Kilmer[image: External link] and George Clooney[image: External link], respectively. The second Schumacher film failed to outgross any of its predecessors and was critically panned; causing Warner Bros. to cancel the planned fourth sequel, Batman Unchained[image: External link],[162] and end the initial film series[image: External link].

In 2005, Batman Begins was released by Warner Bros. as a reboot[image: External link] of the film series; directed by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and starring Christian Bale[image: External link] as Batman. Its sequel, The Dark Knight (2008), set the record for the highest grossing opening weekend of all time in the U.S., earning approximately $158 million,[163] and became the fastest film to reach the $400 million mark in the history of American cinema (eighteenth day of release).[164] These record-breaking attendances saw The Dark Knight end its run as the second-highest domestic grossing film (at the time) with $533 million, bested then only by Titanic[image: External link].[165] The film also won two Academy Awards, including Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for the late Heath Ledger[image: External link].[166] It was eventually followed by The Dark Knight Rises (2012), which served as a conclusion to Nolan's film series[image: External link].

Since 2008, Batman has also starred in various direct-to-video animated films under the DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link] banner. Kevin Conroy has reprised his voice role of Batman for several of these films, while others have featured celebrity voice actors in the role; including Jeremy Sisto[image: External link], William Baldwin[image: External link], Bruce Greenwood[image: External link], Ben McKenzie, and Peter Weller[image: External link].[167] A Lego[image: External link]-themed version of Batman was also featured as one of the protagonists in the animated film The Lego Movie (2014), with Will Arnett[image: External link] providing the voice.[168] Arnett reprised the voice role for the spin-off film The Lego Batman Movie (2017).[169]

In 2016, Ben Affleck[image: External link] began portraying Batman in the DC Extended Universe with the release of the film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link].[170] Affleck also made a cameo appearance as Batman in David Ayer[image: External link]'s film Suicide Squad[image: External link] (2016).[171] Affleck will reprise the role again in the upcoming 2017 film Justice League[172] and will star in an upcoming Batman film,[173] also set in the DC Extended Universe.[174][175][176]
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See also: List of Batman video games


Since 1986, Batman has starred in multiple video games, most of which were adaptations of the various cinematic or animated incarnations of the character. Among the most successful of these games is the Batman: Arkham[image: External link] series. The first installment, Batman: Arkham Asylum[image: External link] (2009), was released by Rocksteady Studios[image: External link] to critical acclaim; review aggregator Metacritic[image: External link] reports it as having received 92% positive reviews.[177] It was followed by the sequel Batman: Arkham City[image: External link] (2011), which also received widespread acclaim and holds a Metacritic ranking of 94%.[178] A prequel game titled Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link] (2013) was later released by WB Games Montréal[image: External link].[179] A fourth game titled Batman: Arkham Knight[image: External link] (2015) has also been released by Rocksteady.[180] As with most animated Batman productions, Kevin Conroy[image: External link] has provided the voice of the character for these games; excluding Arkham Origins, in which the younger Batman is voiced by Roger Craig Smith[image: External link]. In 2016, Telltale Games released Batman: The Telltale Series[image: External link] adventure game, which changed the Wayne Family's history as it is depicted in the Batman mythos.[181]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Interpretations





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Gay interpretations




Further information: Homosexuality in the Batman franchise[image: External link]


Gay interpretations of the character have been part of the academic study of Batman since psychologist Fredric Wertham[image: External link] asserted in Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in 1954 that "Batman stories are psychologically homosexual ... The Batman type of story may stimulate children to homosexual fantasies, of the nature of which they may be unconscious."[182] Andy Medhurst wrote in his 1991 essay "Batman, Deviance, and Camp" that Batman is interesting to gay audiences because "he was one of the first fictional characters to be attacked on the grounds of his presumed homosexuality".[183] Professor of film and cultural studies Will Brooker[image: External link] argues the validity of a queer reading of Batman, and that gay readers would naturally find themselves drawn to the lifestyle depicted within, whether the character of Bruce Wayne himself were explicitly gay or not. He also identifies a homophobic element to the vigor with which mainstream fandom rejects the possibility of a gay reading of the character.[184]

Creators associated with the character have expressed their own opinions. Writer Alan Grant has stated, "The Batman I wrote for 13 years isn't gay ... everybody's Batman all the way back to Bob Kane ... none of them wrote him as a gay character. Only Joel Schumacher might have had an opposing view."[185] Frank Miller views the character as sublimating his sexual urges into crimefighting, concluding, "He'd be much healthier if he were gay."[186] Grant Morrison[image: External link] said that "Gayness is built into Batman ... Obviously as a fictional character he's intended to be heterosexual, but the basis of the whole concept is utterly gay. I think that's why people like it. All these women fancy him and they all wear fetish clothes and jump around rooftops to get to him. He doesn't care—he's more interested in hanging out with the old guy and the kid."[187]

In 2000, DC refused permission for the reprinting of four panels (from Batman #79, 92, 105, and 139) to illustrate Christopher York's paper All in the Family: Homophobia and Batman Comics in the 1950s.[188] In 2005, painter Mark Chamberlain displayed a number of watercolors[image: External link] depicting both Batman and Robin in suggestive and sexually explicit poses,[189] prompting DC to threaten legal action.[190]
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Batman has been the subject of psychological study for some time, and there have been a number of interpretations into the character's psyche.

Travis Langley argues in Batman and Psychology: A Dark and Stormy Knight that the concept of archetypes as described by psychologists Carl Jung[image: External link] and Joseph Campbell[image: External link] is seen in the Batman mythos, such that the character represents the "Shadow archetype". This archetype, according to Langley, represents a person's own dark side; it is not necessarily an evil one, but rather one that is hidden from the outside and concealed from both the world and oneself. Langley argues that Bruce Wayne confronts his own darkness early in life; he chooses to use it to instill fear in wrongdoers, with his bright and dark sides working together to fight evil. Langley uses the Jungian perspective to assert that Batman appeals to our own need to face our "Shadow selves".[191][192]
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Batman franchise Media






Since his first appearance in 1939, Batman has been adapted into such media as film, radio, television, and video games, as well as numerous merchandising items.
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 Film




Main article: Batman in film
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 Live-action




A number of Batman theatrical films[image: External link] have been made. There have also been several attempted projects during the hiatus between Batman & Robin and Batman Begins.
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 Serials





	1943: Batman, 15-chapter serial starring Lewis Wilson[image: External link] as Batman and Douglas Croft[image: External link] as Robin[image: External link]


	1949: Batman and Robin, 15-chapter serial starring Robert Lowery[image: External link] as Batman and Johnny Duncan[image: External link] as Robin
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 1966





	1966: Batman: The Movie, feature film based on the contemporaneous Batman television series; starring Adam West[image: External link] as Batman, Burt Ward[image: External link] as Robin, Cesar Romero[image: External link] as the Joker[image: External link], Burgess Meredith[image: External link] as the Penguin, Frank Gorshin[image: External link] as the Riddler[image: External link], and Lee Meriweather[image: External link] as Catwoman
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 1989-1997





	1989: Batman, directed by Tim Burton[image: External link]; starring Michael Keaton[image: External link] as Batman, Jack Nicholson[image: External link] as the Joker, and Kim Basinger[image: External link] as Vicki Vale[image: External link]


	1992: Batman Returns, directed by Tim Burton; starring Michael Keaton as Batman, Michelle Pfeiffer[image: External link] as Catwoman, Danny DeVito[image: External link] as the Penguin, and Christopher Walken[image: External link] as Max Shreck[image: External link]


	1995: Batman Forever, directed by Joel Schumacher[image: External link]; starring Val Kilmer[image: External link] as Batman, Chris O'Donnell[image: External link] as Robin, Nicole Kidman[image: External link] as Chase Meridian, Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link] as Two-Face[image: External link], and Jim Carrey[image: External link] as the Riddler

	1997: Batman & Robin, directed by Joel Schumacher; starring George Clooney[image: External link] as Batman, Chris O'Donnell as Robin, Alicia Silverstone[image: External link] as Batgirl[image: External link], Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] as Mr. Freeze, Uma Thurman[image: External link] as Poison Ivy and Robert Swenson[image: External link] as Bane[image: External link]
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 The Dark Knight Trilogy





	2005: Batman Begins, directed by Christopher Nolan[image: External link]; starring Christian Bale[image: External link] as Batman, Michael Caine[image: External link] as Alfred Pennyworth, Gary Oldman[image: External link] as James Gordon, Katie Holmes[image: External link] as Rachel Dawes[image: External link], Liam Neeson[image: External link] as Henri Ducard[image: External link]/Ra's al Ghul, Cillian Murphy[image: External link] as the Scarecrow, and Morgan Freeman[image: External link] as Lucius Fox


	2008: The Dark Knight, directed by Christopher Nolan; starring Christian Bale as Batman, Michael Caine as Alfred Pennyworth, Gary Oldman as James Gordon, Maggie Gyllenhaal[image: External link] as Rachel Dawes, Aaron Eckhart[image: External link] as Harvey Dent/Two-Face, Heath Ledger[image: External link] as the Joker, and Morgan Freeman as Lucius Fox

	2012: The Dark Knight Rises, directed by Christopher Nolan; starring Christian Bale as Batman, Michael Caine as Alfred Pennyworth, Gary Oldman as James Gordon, Anne Hathaway[image: External link] as Selina Kyle[image: External link], Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link] as John Blake[image: External link], Tom Hardy[image: External link] as Bane, Marion Cotillard[image: External link] as Miranda Tate/Talia al Ghul[image: External link], and Morgan Freeman as Lucius Fox
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 DC Extended Universe





	2016: Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, a follow-up to Man of Steel[image: External link] directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link]. Ben Affleck[image: External link] portrays Batman.[1][2]


	2016: Suicide Squad[image: External link], reprised again by Affleck as a means to the Squad's background stories.

	2017: Justice League[image: External link], Affleck is signed on to star in, produce, and co-write a Batman film set within the DC Extended Universe.[3][4]
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 Featuring Batman





	1993: Batman: Mask of the Phantasm, an animated theatrical feature tie-in for Batman: The Animated Series; starring Kevin Conroy[image: External link] as Batman, Mark Hamill[image: External link] as the Joker, and Dana Delany[image: External link] as Andrea Beaumont/The Phantasm[image: External link]


	1998: Subzero, set in the continuity of Batman: The Animated Series, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2000: Return of the Joker, set in the continuity of Batman Beyond, with Will Friedle[image: External link] and Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2003: Mystery of the Batwoman, set in the continuity of The New Batman Adventures, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2005: The Batman vs. Dracula, set in the continuity of The Batman, with Rino Romano[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2010: Under the Red Hood, an adaptation of Batman: Under the Hood[image: External link], with Bruce Greenwood[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2011: Year One, an adaptation of Batman: Year One[image: External link], with Benjamin McKenzie[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2012: Batman: The Dark Knight Returns - Part 1[image: External link], an adaptation of the first half of The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], with Peter Weller[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2013: The Dark Knight Returns - Part 2[image: External link], an adaptation of the second half of The Dark Knight Returns, with Peter Weller voicing Batman

	2013: DC Super Heroes Unite with Troy Baker[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2014: Son of Batman[image: External link], a loose adaptation of Batman and Son[image: External link], with Jason O'Mara[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2014: Assault on Arkham, set in the continuity of Batman: Arkham[image: External link], with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2015: Batman vs. Robin, a loose adaptation of Court of Owls[citation needed[image: External link]], with Jason O'Mara[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2015: Batman Unlimited: Animal Instincts, with Roger Craig Smith[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2015: Batman Unlimited: Monster Mayhem, with Roger Craig Smith voicing Batman

	2016: Batman Unlimited: Mechs vs. Mutants, with Roger Craig Smith voicing Batman

	2016: Batman: Bad Blood, an animated film also featuring Batwoman[image: External link] and Batwing[image: External link] with Jason O'Mara[image: External link] voicing Batman and Sean Maher[image: External link] voicing Dick Grayson/Nightwing as Batman

	2016: Batman: The Killing Joke[image: External link], an adaptation of Batman: The Killing Joke[image: External link], with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2016: Batman: Return of the Caped Crusaders, an animated film based on the contemporaneous Batman television series; starring Adam West[image: External link] as Batman, Burt Ward[image: External link] as Robin, and Julie Newmar[image: External link] as Catwoman


	2017: Batman and Harley Quinn, an original animated film in the style of Batman: The Animated Series, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman
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 With other DC Comics heroes





	1997: The Batman/Superman Movie: World's Finest[image: External link]


	2008: Justice League: The New Frontier, based on the comic of the same name[image: External link], with Jeremy Sisto[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2009: Superman/Batman: Public Enemies, based on the comic of the same name, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2010: Justice League: Crisis on Two Earths, a loose adaptation of various DC comics, with William Baldwin[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2010: Superman/Batman: Apocalypse, based on Superman/Batman: The Supergirl from Krypton, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2010: DC Super Friends[image: External link], based on the Fisher-Price[image: External link] toyline, with Daran Norris[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2012: Justice League: Doom, based on JLA: Tower of Babel[image: External link], with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2013: Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox, based on Flashpoint[image: External link], with Kevin McKidd[image: External link] and Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2014: JLA Adventures: Trapped in Time, an original story with Diedrich Bader[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2014: Justice League: War, based on Justice League: Origin, with Jason O'Mara voicing Batman

	2014: Lego DC Comics: Batman Be-Leaguered[image: External link] animated television special, with Troy Baker[image: External link] reprising his role as Batman from the Lego video games

	2015: Justice League: Throne of Atlantis, based on Throne of Atlantis[image: External link], with Jason O'Mara reprising his role

	2015: Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League vs. Bizarro League[image: External link], with Troy Baker reprising his role

	2015: Justice League: Gods and Monsters, with Michael C. Hall[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2016: Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Cosmic Clash[image: External link], with Troy Baker reprising his role

	2016: Justice League vs. Teen Titans, with Jason O'Mara reprising his role

	2016: Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Gotham City Breakout[image: External link], with Troy Baker reprising his role

	2017: Justice League Dark, with Jason O'Mara reprising his role
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 Web series





	2015: Justice League: Gods and Monsters Chronicles[image: External link], with Michael C. Hall[image: External link] voicing Batman

	2015: Batman Unlimited[image: External link], with Roger Craig Smith[image: External link] voicing Batman




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Other





	2008: Batman: Gotham Knight, a collection of original shorts, with Kevin Conroy voicing Batman

	2014: A Lego[image: External link]-themed version of Batman appears in The Lego Movie, voiced by Will Arnett[image: External link]


	2017: The Lego Batman Movie, with Arnett reprising his role




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live-action





	1966–68: Batman starring Adam West[image: External link] and Burt Ward[image: External link] as Bruce Wayne/Batman and Dick Grayson/Robin

	1972: "Equal pay" Public Service Announcement[image: External link] featuring Dick Gautier[image: External link] as Batman, Burt Ward as Robin, and Yvonne Craig[image: External link] as Batgirl

	1979: Legends of the Superheroes by Hanna Barbera, featuring West and Ward as Batman and Robin

	2001: " OnStar[image: External link]" commercials featuring Bruce Thomas[image: External link] as Batman and Michael Gough[image: External link] as Alfred, and followed the visual style of the 1989–97 film series

	2002: Birds of Prey, TV series that featured Batman in the first episode

	2012 – present: Batman has been referenced throughout the CW[image: External link] TV series, Arrow[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], Supergirl[image: External link] and Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link].

	2017: Powerless[image: External link]: Batman is seen in the opening theme, and mentioned throughout the show. One of the main characters is actually Bruce Wayne's cousin, Van Wayne.
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 Bruce Wayne





	In 1999, Tim McCanlies[image: External link] wrote a pilot script and series bible for a planned series called Bruce Wayne to be produced by Tollin/Robbins Productions. Taking place in his teenage years, the series would cover his passage into young adulthood, training, and development into becoming Batman. Other characters would include Alfred, Sergeant Jim Gordon, law school student Harvey Dent, and a seductive young Selina Kyle. Planned to run for five to six seasons, it would show how he acquired his martial arts skills, his equipment, and detective abilities he would use in his war on crime. It would also focus on topics such as corruption within the board of Wayne Enterprises (an element which influenced Batman Begins and Gotham) and police affiliation with the mafia. Bruce Wayne was nearing pre-production when Warner Bros.[image: External link] movie division felt it would conflict with the planned Year One movie and scrapped it. The result was Batman Begins and Tollin/Robbins Productions later went to create Smallville[image: External link], a series about a teenage Clark Kent.[5]
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 Gotham




Main article: Gotham (TV series)



	In 2014, Warner Bros. Television and Fox Network[image: External link] premiered the series Gotham with show creator Bruno Heller[image: External link], which focuses on James Gordon (played by Ben McKenzie), a detective solving Thomas and Martha Wayne's murder.[6][7] The pilot began filming in March 2014 and features Bruce Wayne (played by David Mazouz[image: External link]) at 12 years old. Fox Chairman Kevin Reilly[image: External link] revealed that the series has an origin story of Wayne becoming Batman in the final episode, and origin stories for Riddler, Penguin, Joker and Catwoman.

	The series has a similar tone to the Christopher Nolan Batman films.[8] Danny Cannon directed the pilot and executive produces the series.[9]
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 Animated
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 Super Friends





	1973–86: Various Super Friends series produced by Hanna-Barbera; Olan Soule again reprises his role as Batman in all but the last two Super Friends series, where he is replaced by Adam West[image: External link].

	1973–74: Super Friends[image: External link]


	1977–78: The All-New Super Friends Hour[image: External link]


	1978–79: Challenge of the Super Friends[image: External link]


	1979–80: The World's Greatest Super Friends[image: External link]


	1980–83: Super Friends[image: External link]


	1984–85: Super Friends: The Legendary Super Powers Show[image: External link]


	1985–86: The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link]






	1977–78: The New Adventures of Batman, produced by Filmation; while the H-B produced Super Friends ran on ABC, Adam West and Burt Ward[image: External link] (Robin) voiced their previously live-action roles for this CBS cartoon series; later rerun as part of The Batman/Tarzan Adventure Hour (the Tarzan segments had also been previously seen as their own series)
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 DC Animated Universe





	1992–2006: The DC animated universe[image: External link] produced by Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link]; Batman is voiced by Kevin Conroy[image: External link] in all appearances

	1992–95: Batman: The Animated Series; the first series of the DCAU

	1997–99: Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link]; Batman guest stars in "World's Finest", "Knight Time" and "The Demon Reborn"

	1997–99: The New Batman Adventures; a continuation of Batman: The Animated Series


	1999–2001: Batman Beyond; an elderly Bruce Wayne passes the mantle of Batman onto teenager Terry McGinnis[image: External link] (voiced by Will Friedle[image: External link])

	2001: The Zeta Project[image: External link]; the future Batman guest stars in the episode "Shadows"

	2001–04: Justice League; the original Batman becomes one of the founding members of the League

	2002–04: Static Shock[image: External link]; Batman guest stars in "The Big Leagues", "Hard as Nails", "A League of Their Own" and "Future Shock"; he appears in the "New Batman Adventures" for three episodes and "Justice League" appearance for one episode

	2004–06: Justice League Unlimited; a continuation of Justice League
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	1968–69: Superman[image: External link], produced by Filmation[image: External link]; featured Batman in Batman with Robin the Boy Wonder segments; Batman segments were later repackaged as The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] and Batman with Robin the Boy Wonder(voiced by Olan Soule[image: External link])

	1970: Batman appears in three animated educational shorts as part of Sesame Street[image: External link]'s first season. Olan Soule reprises his role of Batman

	1972: The New Scooby-Doo Movies[image: External link], produced by Hanna-Barbera[image: External link]; Batman and Robin appeared in episodes "The Dynamic Scooby-Doo Affair" (9/16/72) and "The Caped Crusader Caper" (12/16/72), where Olan Soule again portrays the Caped Crusader

	1990: Alvin and the Chipmunks[image: External link] parodied Batman in the 1990 television episode "Batmunk".

	1997: Appeared in the Animaniacs[image: External link] episode "Boo Wonder"; Adam West reprises his role as the Caped Crusader

	2004: Teen Titans[image: External link]; appears in silhouette in the episode "Haunted", in a flashback sequence

	2004–08: The Batman; in this series, Bruce Wayne is a young crime fighter just three years into his career as Batman. He is voiced by Rino Romano[image: External link]


	2005–06: In Krypto the Superdog[image: External link], Batman himself makes no appearances, but his pet dog Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link] does, although Ace prefers to refer to himself as "Batman's partner," rather than his pet

	2008–11: Batman: The Brave and the Bold; based in part on the comic book series of the same name[image: External link], the series has Batman (voiced by Diedrich Bader[image: External link]) team-up with several other DC Comics heroes

	2010–13: Young Justice; the animated series of Young Justice features Justice League members as well as Batman voiced by Bruce Greenwood[image: External link], who played the role in the animated film Batman: Under the Red Hood[10]


	2012: Mad[image: External link]; when their fellow heroes feel under-appreciated, they appeal to Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman about being called "Super Friends"

	2012: New Teen Titans[image: External link] short, "Red X Unmasked"; a cameo appearance as one of the people under the mask of Red X and says his famous line from Batman: The Animated Series, "I am Vengeance, I am the Night, I am," but his mask comes off before he can say his name; voiced by Kevin Michael Richardson[image: External link]


	2013: Teen Titans Go![image: External link]; Batman makes non-speaking cameo appearances in the episodes "La Larva de Amor", "Girl's Night Out", "Books", "Sidekick", "Slumber Party", "Thanksgiving" and "Real Boy Adventures"

	2013: Beware the Batman; a CGI animated[image: External link] series that features Katana[image: External link] as Batman's sidekick[11] (voiced by Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link])

	2016: Justice League Action; Batman appears as one of the three lead characters in the show, with Kevin Conroy reprising his role[12]
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 Radio




Beginning in March 1945, Batman and Robin made regular appearances on the radio drama[image: External link] The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] on the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link]. Efforts were made to launch a Batman radio series in 1943 and again in 1950, but neither came to fruition.

In 1989, an original radio drama, Batman: The Lazarus Syndrome[image: External link], was produced by Dirk Maggs[image: External link] for BBC Radio 4[image: External link].

A second Maggs production aired on BBC Radio 1[image: External link] in 1994, this time adapting the comic book storyline Batman: Knightfall[image: External link]. It was adapted, produced and directed by Maggs—with music composed by Mark Russell[image: External link]—who had also made Superman: Doomsday & Beyond[image: External link] on BBC Radio 5[image: External link]. This show, however was not commissioned of its own, but rather to be three-minute episodes on the Mark Goodier Show. This meant it was written with a sense of immediacy; having to make an instant effect and each three-minute segment contains a major plot development or sound effect stunt and ends on a cliffhanger. DC acknowledged the effort in an issue Shadow of The Bat by having villains jump past a sign reading "Dirk Maggs Radio". Michael Gough[image: External link] reprised the role of Alfred Pennyworth from the Burton/Schumacher film series.
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 Newspaper




Main article: Batman (comic strip)[image: External link]


From 1943 to 1946, Batman and Robin appeared in a syndicated daily newspaper comic strip[image: External link] produced by the McClure Syndicate[image: External link]. Other versions appeared in 1953, 1966, and 1989. The original run is collected in the book Batman: The Dailies. One more comic strip series ran briefly after the success of the 1989 film.
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 Books




Batman appears in a novel by cyberpunk/horror novelist John Shirley[image: External link], titled Batman: Dead White from Del Rey[image: External link]. Many other novels and short story collections featuring Batman have been published over the years, including novelizations of each of the recent movies (such as Batman[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]) and many of the comic book arcs.

There are also several more scholarly works, aimed at either Batman's history or art, such as Les Daniels[image: External link]' Batman: The Complete History, Will Brooker's[image: External link] Batman Unmasked: Analysing a Cultural Icon and compilations such as Batman: Cover to Cover: The Greatest Comic Book Covers of the Dark Knight. In 2004, The Batman Handbook: The Ultimate Training Manual, written by Scott Beatty[image: External link] was published by Quirk Books ( ISBN[image: External link] 1-59474-023-2[image: External link]). Written in the same style as The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook[image: External link] series, the book explained the basics on how to be Batman. Amongst the skills included in the book are "How to Train a Sidekick", "How to Execute a Backflip", "How to Throw a Grappling Hook", and "How to Survive a Poison Gas Attack". Finally, there are of course countless sticker, coloring, activity, and other children's books featuring the Dark Knight.[13]
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 Foreign comics





	
Batman: Child of Dreams[image: External link] by Kia Asamiya[image: External link]— manga[image: External link]


	
Batman: Death Mask by Yoshinori Natsume[image: External link]— manga[image: External link]


	
Batman by Jiro Kuwata[image: External link]— manga[image: External link]


	
Batman trong Hőtữ Thần by Nguyễn Th—Vietnamese comics
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 Novelty singles




Several musical singles featuring cast members of the television show singing in-character were released in 1966: Burgess Meredith[image: External link] as the Penguin in "The Capture" and "The Escape", Frank Gorshin[image: External link] as the Riddler in "The Riddler", and Adam West[image: External link] as Batman in "Miranda". In 1976 West performed a pair of novelty songs, "The Story of Batman" and "Batman and Robin", for Target Records. All six of these recordings (sans the b-sides to Gorshin and West's singles) were later included on the 1997 compilation, Batmania: Songs Inspired by Batman TV Series.

In 1966, Burt Ward[image: External link] also recorded a limited "disc jokey only" release with Frank Zappa[image: External link] called "Boy Wonder, I Love You".

Also in 1966, British novelty group The Scaffold[image: External link] produced a single called "Goodbat Nightman" (lyrics by Roger McGough[image: External link], who "has written several poems" about Batman and Robin).[14]
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 Audio drama




Following the popularity of the Adam West television series, a pair of LPs were released in 1966 on MGM's "Leo the Lion" label. Each contained three dramatizations, including stories adapted from Batman comic books:


	The Official Adventures Of Batman And Robin:

	The Legend of Batman and Robin

	The Penguin's Plunder

	The Joker's Revenge





	More Official Adventures of Batman & Robin:

	The Marriage of Batman and Batwoman

	The Fake Boy Wonder

	When Batman Became a Coward







Throughout the 1970s Batman was the subject of a number of Power Records[image: External link] Book-and-record sets[image: External link], as well as records unaccompanied by books:[15]

45 rpm book and record sets:


	Batman: Stacked Cards

	Batman: Robin Meets Man-Bat



7" 33 1⁄3 rpm records no comic:


	Batman: If Music be the Food of Death

	Batman: The Scarecrow's Mirages

	Batman: Catwoman's Revenge



33 1⁄3 rpm 12 book and record sets:


	Batman: Gorilla City & Mystery of the Scarecrow Corpse

	Batman (Collects Stacked Cards, The Scarecrow's Mirage, Challenge of the Catwoman, If Music Be the Food of Death)

	Batman (Collects Robin Meets Man Bat, Gorilla City, Mystery of the Scarecrow Corpse, The Catwoman's Revenge)

	A Super Hero Christmas (segment Batman: Christmas Carol Caper)



The 1980 mini-series, The Untold Legend of the Batman[image: External link] was available in a special "MPI Audio Edition." Each of the three issues were accompanied by an audio cassette containing a performance of the text of the issue, with musical cues.

As part of its DC Superheroes collection, in 1982 Fisher-Price[image: External link] released Batman: The Case of the Laughing Sphinx, an audio cassette accompanied by a hard back illustrated book.

In 2007, the audiobook publisher GraphicAudio[image: External link] licensed DC Comics properties to adapt as audiodramas. They have produced three adaptations of Batman novels: Batman: Dead White by John Shirley[image: External link], Batman: Inferno by Alex Irvine[image: External link], and Alan Grant's[image: External link] Batman: The Stone King. Batman also appears as a supporting cast member in the GraphicAudio's adaptations of Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Infinite Crisis[image: External link] and JLA: Exterminators.
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 Video games




Main article: List of Batman video games


Video games featuring Batman include:


	
Batman[image: External link] (1986) for the ZX Spectrum[image: External link], MSX[image: External link] and Amstrad PCW[image: External link]; now known as Batman 3D


	
Batman: The Caped Crusader[image: External link] (1988) for various 8-bit[image: External link] and 16-bit[image: External link] platforms

	
Batman[image: External link] (1989) for Mega Drive/Genesis[image: External link], Nintendo Entertainment System[image: External link] (NES), Atari Lynx[image: External link], Commodore Amiga[image: External link], Sinclair ZX Spectrum[image: External link] and other platforms. (In October 1989, the Amiga 500[image: External link] was bundled with this game as part of the Batman Pack,[16] which was sold in the United Kingdom and was a phenomenal success)

	
Batman: Return of the Joker[image: External link] (1991) for Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) and Game Boy[image: External link]


	
Batman Returns[image: External link] (1993) for Nintendo Entertainment System (NES), Super NES[image: External link], Mega Drive/Genesis, Mega CD/Sega CD[image: External link], Game Gear[image: External link], and Atari Lynx

	
Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] (1993) for Game Boy

	
Batman & Robin: The Animated Series (1993) for Game Gear[image: External link]


	
The Adventures of Batman & Robin[image: External link] (1994) for Super NES, Mega Drive/Genesis, Mega CD/Sega CD, and Game Gear

	
Batman Forever[image: External link] (1996) for Super NES[image: External link], Game Boy, Mega Drive/Genesis, and Game Gear

	
Batman Forever: The Arcade Game[image: External link] (1996) for Arcade[image: External link], PlayStation[image: External link] and Sega Saturn[image: External link]


	
Batman & Robin[image: External link] (1997) for the Game.com[image: External link] and the PlayStation

	
Batman Beyond: Return of the Joker[image: External link] (2000) for the Nintendo 64[image: External link] and the PlayStation

	
Batman: Chaos in Gotham[image: External link] (2001) for Game Boy Color[image: External link]


	
Batman: Gotham City Racer[image: External link] (2001) A racing game for the PlayStation

	
Batman: Vengeance[image: External link] (2001) for the Nintendo GameCube[image: External link], PlayStation 2[image: External link], PC[image: External link], Game Boy Advance[image: External link] and Xbox[image: External link]


	
Batman: Dark Tomorrow[image: External link] (2003) for Xbox and Nintendo GameCube

	
Batman: Rise of Sin Tzu[image: External link] (2004) for the PlayStation 2, Xbox, the Nintendo GameCube and Game Boy Advance

	
Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005) for the PlayStation 2, Xbox, Nintendo GameCube and Game Boy Advance (2005)

	
Batman: The Brave and the Bold – The Videogame[image: External link] (2010) for the Wii[image: External link] and Nintendo DS[image: External link]: Based on the television series of the same name (voiced by Diedrich Bader)

	
Gotham City Impostors[image: External link] (2012) A downloadable multi-player first-person shooter game via PlayStation Network[image: External link], Xbox Live Arcade[image: External link] and Games for Windows Live[image: External link]; a "team deathmatch" game, with one team dressed like Batman and the other dressed like The Joker

	
Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] (2013) for the Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PlayStation 4[image: External link], Wii U[image: External link], and Windows PC: A fighting game featuring several DC superheroes (voiced by Kevin Conroy[image: External link])

	
Injustice 2[image: External link] (2017) for the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One: the sequel to Injustice: Gods Among Us (voiced by Kevin Conroy)



The Revenge of Shinobi[image: External link] features a non-authorized Batman as a boss[image: External link]. The 8-bit Nintendo Entertainment System game Final Fantasy[image: External link] features "Badman", a character with strong resemblances to Batman, as one of the enemies of the final area.
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 Lego: Batman





	
Lego Batman: The Video Game[image: External link] (2008): a video game in the style of Lego Star Wars[image: External link] based on the LEGO Batman[image: External link] toyline[17] (vocals by Steven Blum[image: External link])

	
Lego Batman 2: DC Superheroes[image: External link] (2012): the sequel to Lego Batman: The Video Game (voiced by Troy Baker[image: External link])

	
Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] (2014): the sequel to Lego Batman 2: DC Superheroes (voiced by Troy Baker)

	
Lego Dimensions[image: External link] (2015): Troy Baker reprises Batman in this multi-franchise game. The Lego Movie version also appears in this version voiced by Will Arnett[image: External link]. Batman is one of the three main heroes alongside The Lego Movie's Wyldstyle[image: External link] and Gandalf[image: External link] of Lord of the Rings[image: External link] as he works with them to rescue Robin from Lord Vortech. Additional content also includes an adaptation of The Lego Batman Movie.



Batman appears in the Justice League Task Force[image: External link] Super NES[image: External link] fighting game, a pair of Justice League games for Game Boy Advance, and an arcade game based on the Tim Burton film. He appears in the Justice League Heroes[image: External link] game for PS2, Xbox, and PSP and has appeared in the crossover game Mortal Kombat vs. DC Universe[image: External link].[18] Batman has also appeared as a non-player character in the MMORPG[image: External link] DC Universe Online[image: External link]. He is one of the three available "mentors" for the player, choosing him as a mentor will open an exclusive storyline and exclusive missions. Batman can be unlocked to use in Legends PVP matches with two available appearances: the normal Batman or Future Batman, wearing a grey plated armor instead of a suit, and a helmet instead of just a cowl.
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 Batman Arkham





	
Batman: Arkham Asylum[image: External link] (2009) for the Xbox 360[image: External link], PlayStation 3[image: External link], and Windows[image: External link] PC (voiced by Kevin Conroy)

	
Batman: Arkham City[image: External link] (2011) for the Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, Windows PC and Wii U[image: External link]: The sequel to Batman: Arkham Asylum (voiced by Kevin Conroy)

	
Batman: Arkham City Lockdown[image: External link] (2011): spin-off to Arkham City


	
Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link] (2013) for Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, Windows PC and Wii U: Prequel to Arkham Asylum and Arkham City (voiced by Roger Craig Smith[image: External link])

	
Batman: Arkham Origins Blackgate[image: External link] (2013) for Nintendo 3DS[image: External link] and PlayStation Vita[image: External link]: 2.5D platform game set between Arkham Origins and Arkham Asylum.

	
Batman: Arkham Knight[image: External link] (2015): the sequel to Arkham City and the final game in the Arkham series, for Xbox One[image: External link], PlayStation 4[image: External link], Microsoft Windows[image: External link][19] (voiced by Kevin Conroy)[20]
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 Musical theatre




While a parody of a Batman musical[image: External link] was featured in one of the most recent series' comics, in 2002, Jim Steinman[image: External link], David Ives[image: External link], and Tim Burton[image: External link] had worked on a theatre production called Batman: The Musical although it was ultimately cancelled. Steinman has revealed five songs from the musical. The first is the opening theme for "Gotham City" and the entry of Batman with his tortured solo "The Graveyard Shift"; followed by "The Joker's Song (Where Does He Get All Those Wonderful Toys?)", "The Catwoman's Song (I Need All The Love I Can Get)", "We're Still The Children We Once Were" (the climactic sequence) and "In The Land Of The Pig The Butcher Is King", sung by the corrupt blood-suckers ruling Gotham, covered on the Meat Loaf[image: External link] album Bat Out of Hell III: The Monster Is Loose[image: External link]. These songs can be heard at the Batman: The Musical memorial site, Dark Knight of the Soul[image: External link].

A Batman musical is also parodied in the animated series Batman Beyond. The episode "Out of the Past", (first aired October 21, 2000) opens with Bruce Wayne and Terry McGinnis[image: External link] attending a performance of (a fictional) Batman: The Musical, featuring caricatures of prominent members of the Rogues Gallery[image: External link] (the Joker, the Penguin, Two-Face, Catwoman, Poison Ivy, and Harley Quinn). Series creator Paul Dini[image: External link], who wrote the episode in question, also wrote a song for the fictitious musical entitled Superstitious and Cowardly Lot.

An episode of the sketch comedy show MADtv[image: External link] also featured a Batman: The Musical parody called Batman V: Out of the Cave which starred Tommy Tune[image: External link] as Batman, and Ben Vereen[image: External link] as Robin.

A live stage show was also created, called Batman Live: World Tour[image: External link]. The show is a unique fusion of live action theatre, magic, stunts, digital projection and music from an 85-piece orchestra and choir. The tour began at Manchester, UK in Summer 2011 and visited arenas throughout the UK and Europe before arriving in North America in Summer 2012.

In 2012, the Internet theatre troupe StarKid Productions[image: External link] created a musical titled Holy Musical B@man![image: External link], which went on YouTube on April 13. It was performed in Chicago from March 16–25, and because of copyright laws, tickets were free. Batman is portrayed by Joseph (Joe) Walker.
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 Music




The album Knightfall[image: External link] by multinational Swedish band Silent Images[image: External link], is based on the Batman:Knightfall[image: External link] story arc, with Batman serving as a central character, the "Nightly Priest". The album explores the underlying sociopolitical themes in the Batman universe, and his struggle against "The Venomous One", which is the album´s interpretation of Bane.[21][22][23]
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 Games, action figures, and other toys




Main article: Batman action figures


Hundreds of Batman action figures, die-cast models[image: External link], and other items have been released. Many companies have acquired the rights to make Batman merchandise, including:


	
Ideal[image: External link]—Captain Action[image: External link]


	
Mego[image: External link]—Action figures and dolls[image: External link]


	
Corgi[image: External link]—Die-cast metal vehicles[image: External link]


	
Remco[image: External link]— Playsets[image: External link] and roleplaying toys

	
Toy Biz[image: External link]—Action figures

	
Ertl[image: External link]—Die-cast figures & vehicles and model kits[image: External link]


	Applause— PVC[image: External link] figures and dolls[image: External link]


	
Hasbro[image: External link]—Action figures

	
Monogram[image: External link]—Bobble heads[image: External link]


	
Mattel[image: External link]—Action figures and jigsaw puzzles[image: External link]


	
Lego[image: External link]—Building bricks and minifigures[image: External link]


	
Bandai[image: External link] Japan—SH Figuarts



Batman has appeared as a HeroClix[image: External link] figure, along with other Batman characters, in the following HeroClix sets:


	Hypertime

	Cosmic Justice

	Unleashed

	Legacy

	Icons



For April 2006, Lego introduced a Batman line which also includes characters such as the Joker[image: External link] and Two-Face[image: External link], at American International Toy Fair[image: External link].
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 Postage stamps




In 2006, the United States Postal Service[image: External link] (USPS) issued a DC Comics Superheroes pane of 20 stamps which included a stamp of Batman.[24]

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of Batman, USPS released a limited edition stamp series on October 9, 2014.[25] Four versions of the superhero were depicted from the four eras of comic book history: Golden, Silver, Bronze and Modern. In addition, it included four versions of the Bat-Signal.
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 Theme park attractions




Main article: Batman amusement rides and stunt shows[image: External link]


Several Six Flags[image: External link] theme parks, formerly owned by Warner Bros.[image: External link], opened live-action "Batman Stunt Shows" as the movies increased in popularity. The now closed Six Flags Astroworld[image: External link] in Houston, Texas[image: External link] was home to a standing roller coaster known as Batman: The Escape. Six Flags Over Texas[image: External link] in Arlington, Texas[image: External link] is home to two roller coasters called Mr. Freeze[image: External link], and Batman: The Ride[image: External link]. Six Flags México[image: External link] in Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico has also a looping, suspended roller coaster[image: External link] named Batman: The Ride (Six Flags St. Louis[image: External link] has the same ride, as does Six Flags Great America[image: External link] in Gurnee, Illinois[image: External link]) as well as twin roller coasters[image: External link] named Batman and Robin: The Chiller. On the latter attraction, riders may ride on either the Batman or Robin versions of the coaster. But unfortunately in the 2007 off-season, the ride was removed after a long history of technical difficulties and occasionally breaking down. Six Flags Over Georgia[image: External link] contains a Gotham City area that contains the same Batman: The Ride and also features a looping coaster called The Mindbender that was adapted to fit the color tone of the Riddler[image: External link] after Batman Forever came out to fit the Gotham City[image: External link] section of the park it shares with Batman: The Ride. Six Flags Magic Mountain[image: External link] in Valencia, California[image: External link] has two Batman-themed coasters, the suspended coaster Batman: The Ride, and The Riddler's Revenge, a stand-up type roller coaster. This Six Flags park also features an entire themed area called "Gotham City" complete with architecture to match that of the fictional Gotham City. Warner Bros. Movie World[image: External link] in the Gold Coast[image: External link], Australia, also has two Batman-themed rides. Batman Adventure – The Ride[image: External link], revamped in 2001, is a motion simulator[image: External link] style simulator ride while Batwing Spaceshot[image: External link] is a vertical free-fall ride.

In 2008, The Dark Knight Coaster opened in Six Flags Great Adventure[image: External link] and Six Flags Great America[image: External link]. Based on The Dark Knight film, they are Wild Mouse roller coasters[image: External link], indoors, heavily themed, and give riders a feeling that they are being stalked by the Joker. Six Flags New England[image: External link] was originally going to receive this roller coaster; however, due to problems with building permits, the park scratched the project and then sent the coaster to Six Flags México[image: External link].
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James Gordon (comics)






For his son, see James Gordon Jr.[image: External link]


Commissioner James W. "Jim" Gordon[1] is a fictional character appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics, most commonly in association with the superhero[image: External link] Batman. The character debuted in the first panel of Detective Comics[image: External link] #27 (May 1939) (also Batman's first appearance) where he is referred to simply as Commissioner Gordon. The character was created by Bill Finger[image: External link], but credited to Bob Kane[image: External link]. Gordon's name was taken from the earlier pulp character commissioner James W. "Wildcat" Gordon, also known as "The Whisperer", created in 1936 by Henry Ralston, John Nanovic, and Lawrence Donovan[image: External link] for Street & Smith[image: External link]. Commissioner Gordon made his debut as an ally of Batman, making him the first Batman supporting character[image: External link] ever to be introduced.[2]

As the police commissioner[image: External link] of Gotham City[image: External link], Gordon shares Batman's deep commitment to ridding the city of crime. The character is typically portrayed as having full trust in Batman and is even somewhat dependent on him. In certain modern[image: External link] stories, he is somewhat skeptical of Batman's vigilante methods, but nevertheless believes that Gotham needs him. The two have a mutual respect and tacit friendship. Gordon is the father or adoptive father (depending on the continuity[image: External link]) of Barbara Gordon[image: External link], the first modern Batgirl[image: External link] and the information broker[image: External link] Oracle. Jim Gordon also has a son, James Gordon Jr.[image: External link], who first appeared in Batman: Year One[image: External link].
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 Fictional character biography




Gordon had served in the United States Marine Corps[image: External link] prior to becoming a police officer. This gave him a set of skills that would serve useful in the future. In most versions of the Batman mythos[image: External link], Jim Gordon is at one point or another depicted as commissioner[image: External link] of the Gotham City Police Department. Gordon frequently contacts Batman for help in solving various crimes, particularly those committed by supervillains[image: External link]. Generally it is Gordon who uses the Batsignal[image: External link] to summon Batman, and it has become a running joke of sorts that the Dark Knight will often disappear in the middle of the discussion when Gordon's back is turned. Gordon is usually depicted with silver or red hair, eyeglasses, and a mustache. In most incarnations, he is seen wearing a trenchcoat[image: External link], necktie, and on occasion, a fedora hat. He is also sometimes pictured with a cane, although it is not revealed why he uses it. Because DC Comics retconned[image: External link] its characters' history in the 1985 miniseries Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], and because of different interpretations in television and film, the details of Gordon's history vary from story to story.

He has been married twice; first to Barbara Eileen Gordon (née Barbara Eileen Kean) and then to Sarah Essen-Gordon[image: External link].
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 Early characterizations




In the original pre- Crisis[image: External link] version of his history, Gordon is a police[image: External link] detective[image: External link] who initially resents the mysterious vigilante[image: External link]'s interference in police business. He first appears in Detective Comics #27, in the very first Batman story, in which they both investigate the murder of a chemical industrialist. Although Batman fights on the side of justice, his methods and phenomenal track record for stopping crimes and capturing criminals embarrasses the police by comparison. Eventually, Batman meets up with Gordon and persuades the detective that they need each other's help. Batman is deputized and works with Gordon as an agent of the law.

In Batman Special #1, it is revealed that Gordon, as a young cop, shot and killed two robbers in self-defense in front of their son. The results of this event would lead the boy to become the first Wrath[image: External link], a cop killer with a costume and motif inspired by Batman, who would come after Gordon for revenge years later.
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 Post-Crisis
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 Batman: Year One




The post- Crisis[image: External link] version of the character was introduced in the 1987 storyline Batman: Year One[image: External link], written by Frank Miller[image: External link]. In this version, James W. Gordon is transferred back to Gotham City after spending more than 15 years in Chicago[image: External link]. A man of integrity, Gordon finds that Batman is his only ally against the mob[image: External link]-controlled administration. One of the most significant differences in this version is that Batman is never deputized and Gordon's relationship with him is kept out of the public eye whenever possible. It is also added that he is a special forces[image: External link] veteran who is capable in hand-to-hand combat; he retaliates against an intimidation[image: External link] attempt by corrupt fellow officers with equal violence. He is depicted as having an extra-marital affair with a fellow detective, Sarah Essen[image: External link]. Essen and Gordon correctly deduce Batman's identity at one point, but never investigate their guess more fully in order to confirm it. Gordon breaks off their affair after being blackmailed[image: External link] by the corrupt police commissioner, Gillian B. Loeb[image: External link]. Mob boss Carmine Falcone sends his nephew, Johnny Viti, to abduct Gordon's family; Batman saves them, however, and helps Gordon expose Loeb's corruption. After Loeb resigns, Gordon is promoted to Captain.

The 1998 miniseries Gordon of Gotham takes place nearly 20 years prior to the current events of the DC Universe[image: External link] and two months before his arrival in Gotham in Batman: Year One. It reveals that Gordon, during his tenure in Chicago, struggled with his wife over conceiving a child while taking university night classes in criminology[image: External link]. He becomes a minor celebrity after a foiling a late-night robbery attempt. However, after deciding to investigate a corrupt fellow officer, he is assaulted and discredited. Gordon then uncovers evidence of rigging in the city council[image: External link] election and brings down two of his fellow officers, which leads to his commander recommending that he take a detective position opening in Gotham.

The story Wrath Child, published in Batman Confidential, issues 13-16 retcons that Gordon started his career in Gotham, but transferred to Chicago after shooting a corrupt cop and his wife (the parents of the original Wrath[image: External link]). The transfer was arranged by Loeb, then a captain, in an attempt to keep himself and his fellow corrupt cops from being exposed. Loeb threatens the future Wrath's life in order to force Gordon to comply with the transfer. Gordon later transfers back to Gotham around the same time Batman starts his career.

While still a Lieutenant in the force, Gordon convinces Loeb's successor to implement the Bat-Signal[image: External link] as a means to contact Batman and also to frighten criminals. It is around this time that the first Robin[image: External link], Dick Grayson[image: External link], becomes Batman's sidekick. Gordon initially disapproves of a child joining in Batman's adventures, but soon grows to not only accept the boy but trust him as much as he does Batman.

In the following years, Gordon quickly rises to the rank of commissioner after he and Batman weed out corruption within the department. After the death of his brother and sister-in-law, he adopts his niece, Barbara[image: External link]. Soon after he adopts Barbara, he divorces his wife, who returned to Chicago with their son James, while he retains custody of Barbara, who eventually becomes Batgirl. Gordon quickly deduces the heroine's true identity, and attempts to confront her about it, going so far as to search her bedroom for proof. However, he was semi-tricked out of this belief, when Batman (after sanctioning Batgirl officially) had Robin dress up as Batgirl while Barbara is on the roof with her father. Gordon would continue to believe his daughter is indeed Batgirl, but would not confront her about it again, until years later.
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 Batman: The Killing Joke




In the 1988 graphic novel The Killing Joke[image: External link], the Joker[image: External link] kidnaps[image: External link] Gordon after shooting and paralyzing[image: External link] Barbara. He then cages Gordon in the freak show[image: External link] of an abandoned amusement park[image: External link] and forces him to look at enlarged photos of his wounded daughter in an effort to drive him insane[image: External link], thus proving to Batman that even seemingly normal people can lose their minds after having "one bad day". Batman eventually apprehends the Joker and rescues Gordon. Despite the intense trauma[image: External link] he has endured, Gordon's sanity[image: External link] and ethical code[image: External link] are intact; he insists that Batman apprehend the Joker without harming him in order to "show him that our way works".
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 Marriage




Soon after Sarah Essen[image: External link] returns to Gordon's life, they rekindle their romance and get engaged. However, Essen cannot comprehend why Gordon needs Batman so much, which occasionally puts a strain on their relationship.

In Batman: Legends of the Dark Knight[image: External link] Annual #2, shortly before their planned wedding, former Lieutenant Flass (Gordon's former partner) beats Gordon and kidnaps James Jr. for ransom in exchange for letting a corrupt judge go free. Batman saves James Jr., while Gordon, Essen, Flass and the judge are trapped and must work together to escape.

For a brief period following the Knightfall[image: External link] and Prodigal storylines, Gordon is removed from his post as commissioner and replaced by his own wife, due partly to his own disinclination to trust Batman after two substitutes — Jean-Paul Valley[image: External link] and Dick Grayson[image: External link] — assume the role and do not bother to tell him about the switch.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 No Man's Land




The No Man's Land[image: External link] storyline takes place after Gotham is destroyed by an earthquake and isolated from outside assistance. Inside Gotham, Gordon struggles to maintain order in the midst of a crime wave. Batman is mysteriously absent for the initial three months, and Gordon feels betrayed. He forges an uneasy alliance with Two-Face[image: External link], but the partnership does not last; Two-Face kidnaps Gordon, putting him on trial for breaking their "legally binding" alliance. Gordon escapes, however, and later meets with Batman once again. In this confrontation, Gordon berates Batman for letting Gotham "fall into ruin". Batman offers to prove his trust by revealing his secret identity, but Gordon refuses to look when Batman removes his mask. Eventually, the two repair their friendship.

At the end of the No Man's Land[image: External link] storyline, the Joker kills Sarah Essen-Gordon. An enraged Gordon barely restrains himself from killing Joker, shooting the Joker's knee instead.[2] Not long afterward, Gordon is shot by a criminal seeking revenge for a previous arrest. Though seriously injured, he survives, and eventually makes a full recovery.
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 Retirement




Gordon retires[image: External link] from the police force after having served for more than 20 years. He remains in Gotham, and occasionally enjoys nighttime visits from Batman. Despite being retired, Gordon often finds himself drawn to a series of life-and-death circumstances, such as the Joker sending him flowers during Last Laugh[image: External link], or being contacted by the temporarily reformed Harvey Dent to stop Batman from killing the Joker, to being kidnapped by Francis Sullivan, grandson of one of Gotham's notorious serial killers[image: External link], during the Made of Wood[3] storyline. After the attack by Sullivan, Batman gives Gordon an encrypted cellphone[image: External link], the so-called Batphone[image: External link], in case he needs to contact him, which also carries a transmitter[image: External link] in case of trouble.[4] He also still has contacts with the country's law enforcement agencies, which the sheriff's departments request Gordon to contact Batman to help investigating a series of unusual murders on a suburb territory outside the city's limits; it turns out to be a paranormal[image: External link] case involving black magic[image: External link], occult[image: External link] rituals, and the supernatural[image: External link].[5] Commissioner Michael Akins[image: External link] has taken his position, with many officers expressing reluctance to follow him. Even Harvey Bullock at one point attempts to humiliate Akins in front of other officers.[6]

After Barbara requires surgery to counter the life-threatening effects of the Brainiac[image: External link] virus, Gordon visits her in Metropolis[image: External link]. She reveals to him her current role as Oracle, as well as her past as Batgirl. Gordon admits that he knew of her life as Batgirl, but is pleasantly surprised to know of her second career as Oracle.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Return




As part of DC's "One Year Later[image: External link]", Gordon has once again become Gotham's police commissioner.[2] He rebuilds the Bat-Signal, but still carries the mobile Batphone that Batman gave him. The circumstances behind this are currently unknown, though there have been allusions to extreme corruption within the GCPD. These allusions are supported by events within Gotham Central[image: External link], especially involving Detective Jim Corrigan[image: External link]. Gordon survives an attempt on his life by the Joker (Batman #655), who had drugged him with Joker Venom in an attack on the GCPD. He is taken to the hospital in time.
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 Blackest Night




During the Blackest Night[image: External link] crossover, while mourning the passing of the original Batman, who was apparently killed in action during Final Crisis[image: External link], Gordon and his daughter witness Green Lantern[image: External link] crash into the Bat-Signal, after being assaulted by a reanimated version of the deceased Martian Manhunter[image: External link].[7] After offering the hero a spare car, the Gordons then find themselves fighting for their lives against the reanimated versions of the original Batman's rogues gallery[image: External link] at Gotham Central, where Gordon makes short work of serial killer[image: External link] Abattoir[image: External link] (in Black Lantern[image: External link] form) with a shotgun. They are rescued by the current Dark Knight[image: External link], Robin[image: External link], Red Robin[image: External link], and Deadman[image: External link], but are later attacked by Batman and Red Robin's parents, the reanimated Graysons and the Drakes.[8] While Batman and Red Robin battle the Black Lanterns, Robin takes the Gordons to their underground base. It is later shown that Alfred Pennyworth tends his wounds (Gordon is unconscious, thus protecting the team's secret identities) along with Barbara's at the bunker's infirmary[image: External link].[9]
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In The New 52[image: External link], Gordon is still the commissioner of the GCPD and a former Marine but is younger than his traditional portrayal; he still has the red hair and mustache from Batman: Year One. He is still married to his wife Barbara, and he and Barbara are the biological parents of Barbara "Babs" Gordon (aka Batgirl).

During the Forever Evil[image: External link] storyline, commissioner Gordon enters Blackgate Penitentiary in order to save the warden.[10] When a turf war erupts between the Arkham inmates, Gordon helps to evacuate the citizens from Gotham City.[11]

In Batman Eternal[image: External link], the storyline begins when Gordon is tricked into shooting at an unarmed suspect in an underground train station, resulting in a train derailing and Gordon being arrested.[12] While incarcerated, Gordon is visited by his son,[13] who makes arrangements to leave his father's cell open and provide him with an opportunity to escape Blackgate, believing that his father's actions are the result of him at least subconsciously acknowledging the 'truth' that Gotham is beyond saving and his attempts to be a hero are pointless.[14] However, despite his doubts, Gordon decides to remain in prison, concluding that Gotham is still worth saving and simply musing that he may just be getting old and made a mistake.[15] Although villains such as the Penguin attempt to attack Gordon while in prison, Gordon uses Batman's example to inspire fear in his 'fellow inmates' with minimal effort until he is released as the final assault on Gotham begins, proceeding to rally all of Gotham to stand up and take back their city to aid Batman for everything he has ever done for them.[16]

Following Bruce Wayne's apparent death in battle with the Joker during the events of Batman #40,[17] Gordon took up the mantle of Batman using a mecha style suit to fight crime in Gotham City. Gordon first appears as Batman in Divergence #1, a DC Comics 2015 Free Comic Book Day issue, in which he is shown to be sponsored by the mega-corp Powers International. He also notes that this is "the worst idea in the history of Gotham", as he suits up,[18] but agreed to the offer when various sources argued that there was nobody else capable of understanding Gotham the way Batman had done over the years, Gordon contemplating the merits of a Batman who works with the system rather than outside it.[19] However, he begins to recognize the problems of this approach when he discovers that some of his past arrests have been murdered while out on parole and he is forbidden from investigating the crime himself.[20] Gordon later meets the currently-depowered Superman[image: External link] when Clark comes to Gotham to investigate evidence that the weapons currently being used against him were created in Gotham, but their initial meeting results in a fight as Superman doesn't believe that Gordon is the new Batman and Gordon doubts Superman due to him currently working with Luthor.[21] Although Gordon doubts Superman's abilities as a hero due to his current powerless state, he eventually works with Superman to stop Vandal Savage[image: External link] stealing an artificial sun created in Gotham to use as part of his latest plan, their alliance helping Gordon recognize Superman's continued merits as a hero while Superman in turn acknowledges that the new Batman gets the job done.[22] Gordon later works with the Justice League to investigate the death of a large monster, the heroes noting after the case has concluded that Batman's high opinion of his abilities was well-founded. Despite Gordon's best efforts, political issues in the department result in new villain Mr Bloom destroying his armour and mounting a massive assault on Gotham, prompting the amnesic Bruce Wayne- ironically inspired by a conversation with the equally-amnesic Joker- to try and reclaim his role as Batman.[23] The crisis concludes with Bloom defeated by the returned Batman using some of Gordon's equipment while working with his old ally, the return of the true Batman prompting the GCPD to shut down the program and restore Gordon to his role as commissioner, Gordon musing that the world needs Batman to face its nightmares so that normal human beings can learn to cope with the more regular problems.[24]
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 Gordon and Batman's identity




In most versions of the mythos, Gordon is ignorant of Batman's identity. There is usually the implication Gordon is smart enough to solve the mystery, but chooses not to in order to preserve Batman's effectiveness and maintain his own plausible deniability[image: External link]. In the 1966 Batman film, Gordon explicitly states his desire not to know for just such a reason.

In the pre- Crisis[image: External link] era, a 1952 story (Batman #71) shows Gordon trying to uncover Batman's identity merely for his own satisfaction, but Batman discovers Gordon's scheme and skillfully outwits him. A later story in the 1960s shows Gordon giving a bedridden Bruce Wayne[image: External link] (who had contracted a nearly fatal fever as Batman) "Chinese oranges", a natural treatment for the fever. Later, Bruce opines to Dick Grayson[image: External link] if it is possible that Gordon is beginning to suspect Batman's identity.

In Batman: Year One[image: External link], Gordon claims not to see the unmasked Batman well (whom his wife at that time, Barbara, also sees) because he doesn't have his glasses[image: External link] on. Gordon suspects early on that Bruce Wayne may be Batman, though he never follows up on his suspicions, although Sarah Essen is correct in her suspicions, even guessing Bruce's motivation. In Batman: The Animated Series, Gordon has implied he deliberately avoids deep investigation on the subject of Batman or Batgirl's identity.

Likewise, in the 1980s Detective Comics storyline Blind Justice, the world at large incorrectly supposes Batman is dead and Gordon comments to Bruce Wayne that Batman has earned the right to retirement[image: External link] if he so desires. He then rather pointedly asks Bruce's advice on whether or not he should reveal that Batman still lives.

When Hugo Strange attempted to determine Batman's identity early in his career, he began his research by focusing on muggings and murders committed in the last few years based on the idea that Batman was prompted into his current role by a traumatic loss as a result of criminal activity, prompting Gordon- upon learning of Strange's research- to reflect that Strange had already made a mistake as he was underestimating the physical demands that would be required for Batman to have reached his current level of skill by looking at crimes committed such a short time ago, suggesting that Gordon had already considered such an avenue of investigation (even if he may or may not have followed it up).

During No Man's Land[image: External link], Batman attempts to regain Gordon's trust by revealing his identity. Gordon refuses to look at him after he removes the cowl, however, stating that if he wanted to know Batman's identity, he could have figured it out years ago, and even cryptically saying, "And for all you know, maybe I did."

During the Hush[image: External link] story arc, while working with Superman[image: External link], Batman discusses whether or not Perry White[image: External link] has figured out Superman's secret identity. Theorizing that White is too good a reporter to not have figured it out, he draws the same comparison to himself and Gordon, stating that Gordon is too good a cop to not have figured it out. In that same story arc, Gordon, in an attempt to stop Batman from killing the Joker, tells Batman to remember who his role models are (his parents) and the beliefs they instilled in him. As well, he asks Batman to remember who and what made him who he is, a rather obvious reference to the criminal who gunned down his parents in front of him, suggesting that Gordon knows that Bruce Wayne is Batman.

Barbara reveals her identities to her father in Birds of Prey #89. Gordon then reveals that he was well aware of her status as the first Batgirl all along, though he purposefully avoided looking into what she was doing after she was paralyzed. Batman chides her for revealing herself, saying it was a mistake, but she counters that, while he taught her to fight criminals, it was her father who taught her to be human.

In Blackest Night: Batman[image: External link], Gordon is present when Deadman refers to the current Batman[image: External link] as "Grayson" and after the current Robin[image: External link] took Gordon and his daughter to the new Batman's underground base. It is implied that Gordon is unconscious when they meet Alfred Pennyworth.

At the conclusion of Batman: The Black Mirror, Gordon strongly implies to Dick Grayson that he is aware of the secret identities of Grayson and the Waynes, when he thanks Grayson for everything he had done for him over the course of the story. Grayson attempts to brush this off, thinking Gordon meant only the forensic assistance he had given, from which Gordon cuts him off, saying "I mean, thank you....for everything." A long moment of silence follows, and Grayson accepts his thanks.

During Gordon's brief career as Batman when Bruce was suffering total amnesia after his temporary death in his last fight with the Joker, Gordon meets with Bruce Wayne and introduces himself as Batman, noting how strange it is to be saying that to Bruce, but his response could suggest that he considers it strange based on the public perception that Bruce Wayne was Batman's financial backer rather than making it clear that he knows who Bruce was. After Bruce is forced to sacrifice his new persona to download his old memories as Batman into his mind to save Gotham from new villain Mr Bloom, Gordon apologises for making Batman come back, noting that his friend was at peace while he was away, and starts to call him 'B...' before stopping himself, but Batman ignores the near-name in favour of assuring Gordon that the man he might have been without Batman died long ago.
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 Knowledge in other continuities




In Frank Miller[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Gordon and Bruce Wayne are portrayed as close friends in their civilian identities, with Gordon having discovered his identity years before around the time of Bruce's retirement in his mid-forties.

In the Batman: Year 100[image: External link] storyline, which takes place in 2039, Captain Jim Gordon, grandson of commissioner Gordon, finds an old laptop in the attic of a country home owned by Gordon and discovers a secret file which he assumes contains long-lost information on Batman. After unsuccessfully trying numerous passwords with relevance to the Batman universe he inputs "Bruce Wayne" and is granted access to the file contents.

In the Flashpoint[image: External link] universe, Gordon knows about Thomas Wayne's identity as Batman and works with him in both his identities.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In the Batman - Vampire[image: External link] trilogy in the Elseworlds[image: External link] series, Gordon is shown to be aware of Batman's connection to Alfred Pennyworth by the second novel in the trilogy, working with Alfred as Batman succumbs to his new, darker nature, but his knowledge of Batman's identity as Bruce Wayne is virtually irrelevant as Batman had abandoned his life as Bruce Wayne after he was transformed into a full vampire[image: External link] while fighting Dracula[image: External link].

As in most continuities, Gordon decides in the Christopher Nolan[image: External link] trilogy that he prefers to remain ignorant of Batman's identity and agrees that his anonymity - even in death - has sociological value. Immediately prior to Batman's apparent self-sacrifice near the end of The Dark Knight Rises, Gordon learns the truth when Batman makes a reference to Gordon's kindness to him as a child. Following Batman's apparent death in a nuclear detonation, Gordon attends Wayne's empty-casket burial with Blake and Wayne's/Batman's confidants, Alfred Pennyworth and Lucius Fox.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Family





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pre-Crisis





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Anthony "Tony" Gordon




In Pre-Crisis[image: External link] continuity, James Gordon is the biological father of Anthony "Tony" Gordon. Originally referred to as a college student, Tony later disappears while hiding from Communist[image: External link] spies. He is later reunited with his sister Barbara and dies in a battle with the Sino-Supermen (Batman Family #12, Detective Comics #482).[25] In Post-Crisis continuity, there has been no mention of Tony Gordon.
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 Barbara "Barb" Gordon




Main article: Barbara Gordon[image: External link]


Barbara "Barb" Gordon is the biological daughter of James Gordon in Pre-Crisis continuity. She also leads a double life as a librarian and as costumed crimefighter Batgirl[image: External link]. Barbara is also the link of the DC Universe Oracle. Her father is aware of her crime-fighting career and is proud of her for it.
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 Post-Crisis
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 Barbara Eileen Gordon




Barbara Eileen Gordon (born Barbara Eileen Kean)[26] is Gordon's ex-wife and mother of Barbara Gordon[image: External link] in Post-Crisis[image: External link] continuity. Her history and existence has been repeatedly retconned[image: External link] over the years, sometimes implying that she died in a car crash, other times that she left Gotham with James for Chicago.

In one story, Gordon and his daughter, Barbara, visit the grave of his late wife, Barbara Eileen Gordon.[citation needed[image: External link]] This story is later retconned and it is revealed that she is not dead, but instead they are divorced and she is living in Chicago with their son, James Gordon Jr.[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

In Batman: Year One[image: External link], Bruce Wayne returns home to Gotham City after 12 years abroad, training for his eventual one-man war on crime; Lieutenant James Gordon moves to Gotham with his pregnant wife, Barbara, after a transfer from Chicago. Both are swiftly acquainted with the corruption and violence of Gotham City, with Gordon witnessing his partner Detective Arnold Flass assaulting a teen for fun.

Bruce goes in disguise on a surveillance mission in the seedy East End, where teenage prostitute Holly Robinson propositions him. He is drawn into a brawl with her pimp and several prostitutes, including dominatrix Selina Kyle. One of the two reporting police officers shoot him and take him in their squad car, but a dazed and bleeding Wayne maneuvers his handcuffed hands in front of himself, and demands the police get out. The cops try to subdue him, but the ensuing struggle causes the police car to careen out of control, and flips. Wayne flees, but not before dragging the police to a safe distance. He reaches Wayne Manor, barely alive, and sits before his father’s bust, requesting guidance in his war on crime. A bat crashes through a window and settles on the bust, giving him inspiration.

Gordon works to rid corruption from the force, but on orders from commissioner Gillian Loeb, several masked officers attack him, including Flass, who threatens Gordon’s pregnant wife. Gordon tracks Flass down, beats him up, and leaves him naked and handcuffed in the snow.

As Gordon becomes a minor celebrity for his bravery on the job, Batman strikes for the first time, attacking a group of thieves and gaining experience. Batman soon works up the ladder, even attacking Flass while he was accepting a bribe. He gains a reputation of being a supernatural being and inhuman, due to his use of speed and darkness to conceal himself. Two months after Batman arrived, the crime and corruption has declined. After Batman interrupts a dinner party attended by many of Gotham’s corrupt politicians and crime bosses, including Carmine "The Roman" Falcone to threaten their criminal organization, Loeb orders Gordon to bring him in by any means necessary.

As Gordon tries in vain to catch him, Batman attacks Falcone, stripping him naked and tying him up in his bed after dumping his car in the river. Assistant district attorney Harvey Dent becomes Batman’s first ally and he conceals this from Gordon.

Detective Sarah Essen suggests Wayne as a Batman suspect and she and Gordon witness Batman save an old woman from a runaway truck. Essen holds Batman at gunpoint, but Batman disarms her and flees to an abandoned building. Loeb fraudulently orders a bomb dropped on it, forcing Batman into the fortified basement. A SWAT team is sent in, led by trigger-happy Lieutenant Branden, whom Batman attempts to trap in the basement. Branden manages to climb out of the trap through a collapsed chimney, and joins in the gun battle. Enraged as the team’s careless gunfire injures several people outside, Batman beats the team into submission, but is wounded during the fighting. Using a signal device to attract the bats of his cave to distract the police and conceal himself, Batman escapes amid the chaos. Selina Kyle, after witnessing him in action, dons a costume of her own to begin the life as Catwoman.

Gordon has a brief affair with Essen, while Batman intimidates a drug dealer for information. The dealer goes to Gordon to testify against Flass, who is brought up on charges. Loeb blackmails Gordon with proof of his affair against pressing charges. After taking Barbara with him to investigate Wayne's connection to Batman, Gordon confesses the affair to her. Bruce avoids Gordons suspicions by appearing with a woman over and heavily drinking, though he is actually faking all of it.

Batman sneaks into Falcone’s manor and overhears a plan against Gordon but is interrupted when Catwoman, hoping to build a reputation after her robberies were pinned on Batman, attacks Falcone and his bodyguards, aided by Batman. Identifying Falcone’s plan as the morning comes, the un-costumed Bruce leaves to help Gordon.

Gordon tries to rebuild his relationship with his family after Essen leaves Gotham. While leaving home, Gordon spots a motorcyclist enter his garage. Suspicious, Gordon enters to see Falcone’s nephew Johnny Vitti and his thugs holding his family hostage. Gordon realizes if he lets them go, they will most likely kill his wife and son. Therefore, Gordon shoots the thugs and chases Vitti, who has fled with his baby son James Gordon, Jr. Bruce Wayne, on a motorcycle, also rushes to chase Vitti. Gordon blows out Vitti's car tire on a bridge and the two fight, with Gordon losing his glasses, before Vitti and James Gordon Jr. fall over the side. Bruce leaps over the railing and saves the baby. Gordon realizes that he is standing before an unmasked Batman, but says that he is "practically blind without [his] glasses" and lets Bruce go.

Gordon and his wife start attending marriage counseling. Loeb is forced into early retirement and that means he is arrested and on trial. Falcone is the hospital and will be heading to prison pretty soon when he heals, while Flass makes a deal with prosecutors to testify against him. Gordon, meanwhile, is promoted to Captain. When a criminal who "calls himself the Joker" threatens to poison the city's reservoir, Gordon summons Batman with the Bat-Signal and waits on a rooftop for the Dark Knight to arrive. During the One Year Later[image: External link] storyline, Gordon makes a reference to his ex-wife "doing well".

Melinda McGraw[image: External link] portrayed Barbara Gordon in The Dark Knight. Grey DeLisle[image: External link] voiced her in Batman Year One. Erin Richards[image: External link] portrayed Barbara Kean in Gotham.
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 James Gordon Jr.




Main article: James Gordon Jr.[image: External link]


Gordon and his wife, Barbara Kean-Gordon are the parents of a son named James Gordon Jr. (Batman #404-407[image: External link]).[27] James Jr. and his mother moved to Chicago after she divorced the elder Gordon. After his introduction in Batman: Year One[image: External link], the character appeared almost exclusively in comics set during the Year One era, and went virtually unmentioned in present day. Scott Snyder[image: External link]'s story Batman: The Black Mirror reintroduced James Jr. as an adult, and establishes that he is sociopath[image: External link] who kills and tortures for pleasure. He is institutionalized as a teenager after he disfigures a school bus driver who insulted him. After he is released years later, he commits a series of brutal murders, while trying to frame the Joker for his crimes. After nearly killing his mother, and capturing his step-sister, James Jr. is apprehended by his father and Batman (Dick Grayson[image: External link]), and institutionalized in Arkham.[28]

In The New 52[image: External link], James Jr. appears in the Batgirl series[image: External link]. He escapes from Arkham, and begins stalking his sister, whom he views as a rival for his father's affection. The series reveals that he deliberately caused the divorce of his parents: he killed a cat his mother had bought for Barbara and then threatened to kill his sister if she did not leave the family and threatened to kill Barbara if she tried to contact them ever again.[29][30]

A different version of James Gordon, Jr. appears briefly in the films Batman Begins and The Dark Knight, in which he is portrayed as the young son of James and Barbara Gordon. In the latter film, Two-Face tries to kill the boy in order to get back at Gordon, whom he blames for the death of his fiancee, Rachel Dawes[image: External link]. Batman saves James Jr. by tackling Two-Face off of a roof, killing him.
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Sarah Essen-Gordon[image: External link] (born: Sarah Essen) (Batman Annual #13, Batman: Legends of the Dark Knight Annual #2) was first referenced as Gordon's wife during the future tale The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link]. She first appeared fully in Batman: Year One as a co-worker with whom Gordon has an extra-marital affair. After realizing they could not be together, she transferred out of state. Years after Gordon divorces his wife, Sarah returns to Gotham, and the two continue their relationship. After marrying Gordon, Sarah is murdered by Joker at the end of the No Man's Land[image: External link] storyline. Following the events of Flashpoint[image: External link], The New 52[image: External link] retcons the timeline, Sarah's marriage to Gordon never happened, and Barbara Eileen Gordon is the only woman James Gordon ever married. Sarah's status in this new continuity is unknown.
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 Other versions
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 The Dark Knight Returns




James Gordon appears in the limited series Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], which presents a future where a retiring Gordon not only knows Batman's identity, but is good friends with Bruce Wayne. He then makes a cameo on Batman: The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link]. Now retired, he has written a book about Batman, who is believed to be dead.

Gordon is also referred to in the first issue of the series, All Star Batman and Robin the Boy Wonder[image: External link], set in the same universe as and prior to The Dark Knight Returns. He made a full appearance on issue #6, as a police captain, having a conversations with his ex-partner, Sarah Essen, about Batman. He's still married to Barbara Kean Gordon, who is now an alcoholic[image: External link], and has a son, James Jr. Just as other continuities, his daughter, Barbara, who is 15, becomes Batgirl. Frank Miller has commented that the series is set in his Dark Knight Universe, which includes all of the Batman works by Frank Miller, therefore Barbara's inclusion confirms that Gordon had two children during Batman: Year One, at least in Miller's version of the continuity. At the end of the series, it's implied that, despite being married to Barbara Kean Gordon, he's still in love with Sarah, as when Barbara gets into a car accident and ends up in a hospital, while his daughter, Barbara has been arrested for masquerading as Batgirl, he calls Sarah, telling her to tell him about her day, since he only wants to hear her voice.
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 JLA: Earth 2




On the Anti-Matter Earth[image: External link], where the evil Crime Syndicate of America[image: External link] live, James Gordon's counterpart is a crime boss named Boss Gordon, an ally to Owlman[image: External link]. Boss Gordon is the city's leading crime boss until his empire is toppled by Batman and commissioner Thomas Wayne.
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 JLA: The Nail




In a world where Superman[image: External link] was never found by the Kents, reference is made to Gordon having been murdered shortly before the events of the story, resulting in Gotham's police department being granted extra powers of authority in his absence, although these are never fully explained.
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 Batman: Gotham Noir




In the Elseworlds[image: External link] title Batman: Gotham Noir[image: External link], Jim Gordon is an alcoholic hard-boiled private detective who had left the police force following a failure to solve the disappearance of a judge. He is Selina Kyle's former lover and Bruce Wayne's wartime partner.
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 Batman: In Darkest Knight




In the Elseworlds story Batman: In Darkest Knight[image: External link], Jim Gordon is an honest cop who distrusts the Green Lantern (who in this reality is Bruce Wayne) because of his near-limitless power. Green Lantern comes to Gordon in order to find the identity of the man who killed his parents[image: External link], but Gordon rebukes him. Later on, he changes his mind and starts investigating, but he is then interrupted and killed by Sinestro[image: External link], who ruptures his heart.
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 Vampire Batman




In the Vampire Batman Elseworlds trilogy that began with Batman & Dracula: Red Rain[image: External link], Gordon learns that a coven of vampires[image: External link], led by Count Dracula[image: External link] himself, is behind a series of murders. Dracula captures him, but he defies the vampire even as he is bled from a cut on his neck, with Batman arriving in time to save Gordon from bleeding to death before confronting Dracula, the Dark Knight now a vampire himself thanks to the aid of renegade vampires opposing Dracula. In the sequel Batman: Bloodstorm, he and Alfred collaborate to form a team to eliminate a new family of vampires in daylight while they sleep, culminating in him and Alfred being forced to stake Batman after he succumbs to vampirism and drains the Joker[image: External link]'s blood. The third part of the trilogy— Batman: Crimson Mist— sees Gordon and Alfred forced to work with Two-Face[image: External link] and Killer Croc[image: External link] to stop the vampire Batman, returned from the staking and having already targeted and killed Penguin, Riddler[image: External link], Scarecrow and Poison Ivy, Gordon grimly stating that, even if he is only killing criminals, the man they knew would never have killed. The story concludes with Gordon being crushed by debris from the Batcave[image: External link] roof after explosives are planted to destroy it, thus exposing Batman to the sunlight and ending his reign of terror.
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 Earth-8




In Lord Havok[image: External link] and the Lord Havok and the Extremists[image: External link] #3, an alternate version of Gordon, known as Zombie Gordon is featured as part of Monarch's[image: External link] army. A flesh-hungry beast, Zombie Gordon is kept in line by Bat-Soldier, via a large chain.[31]
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 Flashpoint




In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, James Gordon is the chief of police, instead of being commissioner, and also works with Thomas Wayne, the Flashpoint version of Batman.[32] Later, Gordon tries to convince Batman that he does not have to fight villains by himself, but Batman refuses. When Gordon locates Martha Wayne (this continuity's version of the Joker) in old Wayne Manor[image: External link], he goes in without backup. Gordon is then tricked into shooting Harvey Dent[image: External link]'s daughter, having been disguised as Joker, as she had been taped to a chair and had her mouth taped shut with a smile painted on the tape. Martha then appears and slashes Gordon's throat, and Gordon dies by Joker venom[image: External link].[33]
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 Earth One




In the graphic novel[image: External link] by Geoff Johns[image: External link] and Gary Frank[image: External link], Batman: Earth One[image: External link], Jim Gordon is featured as a central character. In the story, he's a broken man who has given up on fighting corruption until the emergence of Batman. He is also partnered with a young Harvey Bullock. On the trail of the "Birthday Boy" killings, Gordon and Batman put aside their differences and stop the killer while saving Gordon's daughter Barbara[image: External link].[34] In the sequel, Gordon begin his alliance with Batman to combat the Riddler, who plots to takeover the remnant of Oswald Cobblepott's criminal empire.[35]
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 Injustice: Gods Among Us




In the prequel to the video game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], Gordon learns via Superman[image: External link]'s x-ray vision that he has terminal lung cancer[image: External link]. Later on he, Bullock and Montoya join forces with Batman's Insurgency to fight the Regime, and together they attack the Hall of Justice. Batman's inside man, Lex Luthor, notes that Gordon's cancer is worsening due his taking "super pills" that give people superhuman abilities. Gordon takes two of the super pills to save Barbara from Cyborg on the Watchtower, as he is scanning to find her location, accelerating the cancer to the point that he has only minutes to live. After the battle, Gordon thanks Batman and says goodbye to Barbara as he dies, looking down on the Earth.
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 In other media




Jim Gordon has appeared in many media adaptations of Batman This includes video games, animation, and the live-action films. Gordon has been played by Lyle Talbot[image: External link] in the serial film[image: External link] Batman and Robin, Neil Hamilton[image: External link] in the television series Batman, Pat Hingle[image: External link] in the Tim Burton[image: External link]/Joel Schumacher[image: External link] film series[image: External link], Gary Oldman[image: External link] in Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight film series[image: External link], Ben McKenzie in the television series Gotham, and J. K. Simmons[image: External link] in Zack Snyder[image: External link]'s Justice League[image: External link].[36] In 2011, Jim Gordon placed 19th on IGN[image: External link]'s Top 100 Comic Book Heroes.
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 Television
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 Live-action





	In the 1960s Batman series, commissioner Gordon was played by Neil Hamilton[image: External link], and is portrayed as not only having the Bat-Signal at his disposal, but also a red emergency hotline telephone (known as the Bat-Phone) that connects directly to the Batcave[image: External link], the Batmobile[image: External link] and (unbeknownst to Gordon) Bruce Wayne's study. Gordon's switchboard operators are twice shown to be able to trunk incoming lines into the Batphone circuit, enabling him to telephone Batman from remote locations (ironically once from Wayne Manor, and the other from a phone booth adjacent to that being used by Bruce Wayne). Batman and Robin[image: External link] are regular visitors to his office. The series occasionally made light of his dependence on Batman. In "The Devil's Fingers", when Batman is apparently unavailable, Gordon and Police Chief O'Hara lament that they will have to solve a case by themselves; this contrasted the cold open[image: External link] of the pilot episode "Hi Diddle Riddle[image: External link]", in which Gordon reluctantly decides to summon Batman only after O'Hara and all of his bureau chiefs gather and unanimously agree that the Riddler[image: External link] is beyond their abilities. This version of Gordon has at least two grown children, the elder of whom is unspecified but has given him at least two grandchildren,[37] and the younger being Barbara[image: External link] (and, unbeknownst to her father, Batgirl[image: External link]). His wife is occasionally mentioned but never named.[38]





	In the 2014 Fox[image: External link] drama Gotham, James "Jim" Gordon is played by Ben McKenzie[image: External link] and is portrayed as an idealistic rookie detective in the corrupt Gotham City Police Department and a war veteran of the United States Army[image: External link]. His late father was Gotham's district attorney, whom crime boss Carmine Falcone claims was on his payroll. Gordon is the first police officer to interview Bruce Wayne after his parents are murdered in the pilot episode, and vows to solve the murders.[39] He is quickly drawn into the city's underbelly, thanks to his shady partner Harvey Bullock and small-time criminal Oswald Cobblepot. He also makes two new acquaintances: a teenage street thief named Selina Kyle who witnessed the Waynes' murder, and Gotham's young assistant district attorney, Harvey Dent[image: External link], who pledges to help Gordon find the killer. The series also portrays his turbulent romances with socialite Barbara Kean and Arkham physician Leslie Thompkins, his efforts to rid the GCPD of corruption, and his quest to stop corrupt billionaire Theo Galavan and the Sacred Order of Saint Dumas[image: External link] from taking over the city. This version of the character commits what could arguably be considered murder twice; he is forced to kill a gangster while "collecting a debt" for Cobblepot;[40] and he shoots the unarmed Galavan in the head.[41]
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 Animated





	Actor Ted Knight[image: External link] provided the voice of James Gordon in The Batman/Superman Hour.

	James Gordon makes two appearances in Super Friends:

	He first appeared in Challenge of the Superfriends[image: External link], voiced by Danny Dark[image: External link]. In the episode "Superfriends, Rest In Peace", the Riddler and Cheetah[image: External link] hold Gordon hostage so they can kill Batman with the Noxium Crystal.

	The second is in The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link]. In the episode "The Fear", Gordon and Jonathan Crane try to find and arrest the Scarecrow. Gordon and Batman are both unaware that Crane is Scarecrow.

	He also appeared in some of the comics related to the show.





	In Filmation[image: External link]'s 1977 cartoon series The New Adventures of Batman, commissioner Gordon is voiced by Lennie Weinrib[image: External link].




	The character has been featured in the DC Animated Universe[image: External link], voiced by veteran voice actor Bob Hastings[image: External link]:

	Commissioner Gordon initially appeared in the 1990s cartoon Batman: The Animated Series. His relationship with Batman was similar to that in the comics. Many scenes in the series portray Batman and the commissioner having clandestine meetings at the Bat-Signal[image: External link]. A flashback in the episode "Robin's Reckoning[image: External link]" depicts the young version as having red hair. In the episode "I Am the Night", it is revealed that Batman sees Gordon as a surrogate father - the same age had his own father still been alive - and is deeply upset when Gordon is seriously wounded by the criminal Jimmy "The Jazzman" Peek. Commissioner Gordon also appeared in Batman: Mask of the Phantasm and in Batman & Mr. Freeze: SubZero.

	Commissioner Gordon has appeared in The New Batman Adventures. Like the rest of the cast, Gordon was redesigned for the new series. Although his design remains relatively similar to before, his build became more slender than previously, and his hair was then cropped into a flat-top design. In the episode "Holiday Knights[image: External link]", it is shown that Batman and Gordon meet every year on New Year's Eve in a diner to celebrate 'survival' as Gordon puts it. In the episode "Over the Edge", Barbara Gordon[image: External link] suffers from the Scarecrow's fear toxins, producing a nightmare where Batgirl dies in battle without telling her father her secret. Gordon blames Batman for Barbara's death, and launches a manhunt against his former ally after discovering his secret identity on Barbara's computer. After the nightmare, Barbara tries to admit about being Batgirl to her father, but he says that he trusts Barbara with whatever choices and that his daughter doesn't need to tell him anything. The episode implies that Gordon already knows that his daughter is Batgirl, but keeps it to himself. Commissioner Gordon also appeared in Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link]. In "World's Finest" (Part One), he investigate a robbery where a dragon statue made of Kryptonite is stolen. In "Knight Time", Gordon waits for Batman with Detective Renee Montoya. What Gordon doesn't know is that he is speaking with Superman[image: External link] in disguise. Commissioner Gordon appeared in Batman: Mystery of the Batwoman as well.

	Commissioner Gordon appeared in Static Shock[image: External link]. In the episode "Hard as Nails", Batman and Static[image: External link] visit him when Poison Ivy and Harley Quinn[image: External link] hijack a cargo ship carrying gold bricks.

	The spin-off Batman Beyond portrays Barbara Gordon following in her father's footsteps as Gotham's new police commissioner with a picture of Jim Gordon appears on Barbara's desk. In Batman Beyond: Return of the Joker, Barbara Gordon reveals to Terry McGinnis[image: External link] that her father is one of the few people who knew what happened to Tim Drake[image: External link], implying that he also learned and kept secret Batman's true identity.





	James Gordon appeared in The Batman animated series, voiced by Mitch Pileggi[image: External link]. This version is depicted as a newly appointed Gotham City police commissioner after an incident involving the Joker[image: External link], Penguin, and Riddler[image: External link]. He ends the manhunt against Batman and goes public with his support for the crime fighter in order to help make Gotham safer for his daughter Barbara Gordon.

	Commissioner Gordon is alluded in Batman: The Brave and the Bold. In "Deep Cover for Batman!", Batman called the commissioner up telling him that the Riddler's crossword puzzle crime spree was thwarted. In "The Color of Revenge", a flashback reveals that Batman got a call from Gordon that Crazy Quilt[image: External link] had broken into the museum to steal the Stimulated Emission Light Amplifier. At the episode's end, Batman gets a message from Gordon stating that Killer Moth[image: External link] had hijacked the Gotham Bank Money Train. In "The Super Batman of Planet X", his Zur-En-Arrh counterpart is Chancellor[image: External link] Gor-Zonn (voiced by Corey Burton[image: External link]) who informs the Batman of Zur-En-Arrh[image: External link] of Rothul[image: External link]'s attacks. In "The Knights of Tomorrow", Gordon makes an appearance at Bruce Wayne and Selina Kyle's wedding as part of a story that Alfred Pennyworth was writing. He also appears with no lines in the episode "Joker: The Vile and The Villainous".

	Commissioner Gordon appears in the Young Justice episode "Misplaced", voiced by Corey Burton[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon appears in the Super Best Friends Forever[image: External link] series of shorts.[42]


	Commissioner Gordon makes cameo appearances in Teen Titans Go![image: External link]. Most of his appearances have him in the company of Batman. In "La Larva de Amor", while Silkie is floating down a river in a bucket, Silkie floats past Batman and Gordon who are fishing on a dock. In "Girls Night Out", Gordon is seen in his police car laughing with Batman when they see Starfire[image: External link], Raven[image: External link] and Jinx[image: External link] speed by with the police in pursuit. After that, they continue laughing. In "Sidekick", commissioner Gordon is shown enjoying the ultimate batarang with Batman, both of them laughing. In "Slumber Party", the Titans sneak onto Wayne Manor and tee-pee his fountain statue to resemble Batgirl. Batman and commissioner Gordon then go outside and find the tee-peed statue, causing both of them to laugh, implying that he knows Batman's secret identity. He next appears in "The Cruel Giggling Ghost", where he, along with Batman, dress up as the two-headed ghoul to scare people away from the amusement park so they wouldn't have to wait in line for the bumper cars.

	A younger version of James Gordon appears in Beware the Batman, voiced by Kurtwood Smith[image: External link].[43] He starts out as a lieutenant who distrusts Batman, clashing with Barbara's support for him. Gordon reluctantly teams up with Batman to save Barbara from Tobias Whale[image: External link] and Phosphorus Rex, and gradually begins to trust Batman and work alongside him, even installing the Bat-Signal. In "Nexus", Gordon is promoted to police commissioner after commissioner Correa is killed by ninjas[image: External link] working for the League of Assassins[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon makes a non-speaking cameo appearance in Justice League Action episode "Galaxy Jest".
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 Pre-Blockbuster Age





	In the 1949[image: External link] 15-episode movie serial Batman and Robin, commissioner Gordon was portrayed by Ed Wood[image: External link] regular Lyle Talbot[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon was played by Neil Hamilton[image: External link] in Batman: The Movie, based on the 1960s TV series. He advised Batman and Robin which supervillains were at large.
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 Tim Burton/Joel Schumacher series




In the Tim Burton[image: External link]/Joel Schumacher[image: External link] film adaptations of Batman, Commissioner Gordon is portrayed by Pat Hingle[image: External link].


	In Batman ( 1989[image: External link]), Gordon regards Batman as a rumor at best and vigilante[image: External link] at worst, though by the end of the film, Gordon publicly acknowledges the hero's usefulness and helps present the Bat-Signal. Gordon's wife briefly appears in Batman, but is not seen or mentioned in the sequels.

	In Batman Returns ( 1992[image: External link]), when the Penguin has Batman framed for murder, it is implied Gordon is not entirely convinced, as he is not willing to use lethal force in order to apprehend him, and publicly refers to Batman's batarang in the crime scene as "purely circumstantial".

	In Batman Forever ( 1995[image: External link]), Gordon is shown to be fairly well acquainted with Bruce Wayne. He arrives at the scene of Wayne Enterprises employee Fred Stickley's apparent suicide, unaware that he was actually murdered by Edward Nygma[image: External link]. Gordon is also present at the circus when Two-Face[image: External link] murders Dick Grayson's family, and he later brings Dick to Wayne Manor after Bruce volunteers to take care of the young man.

	Although Barbara Gordon[image: External link] is his daughter in most continuities, in Batman & Robin ( 1997[image: External link]), Batgirl[image: External link] is characterized as Alfred Pennyworth's niece, Barbara Wilson. In Commissioner Gordon's last appearance in the film, Poison Ivy uses her pheromones to make him fall in love with her in order to get the keys to police headquarters and the Bat-Signal, and almost kills him with her toxic kiss.
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 The Dark Knight Trilogy




In the rebooted[image: External link] Christopher Nolan[image: External link] Dark Knight Trilogy, Gordon is played by Gary Oldman[image: External link].


	
Batman Begins ( 2005[image: External link]) concerns Gordon's rise from beat cop to Sergeant[image: External link] and Lieutenant by the end of the film. In the beginning of the film, Gordon does his best to comfort the eight-year-old Bruce Wayne after the murder of his parents. Bruce later recognizes him as one of the few honest cops in the city, and thus, after he becomes Batman, Gordon is the first person in law enforcement that Batman contacts. The two form a secret alliance against Carmine Falcone's criminal empire. Gordon proves important when Batman fights Ra's al Ghul. Batman gives Gordon the task of destroying a monorail track using the Tumbler[image: External link], halting Ra's' plan to destroy the city. He is promoted to lieutenant and presents the Bat-Signal[image: External link]. The movie ends with Gordon talking about another criminal robbing banks and leaving a calling card[image: External link] in the form of a Joker playing card. Many critics, and writer David S. Goyer[image: External link], have noted that Gary Oldman's portrayal bears a strong resemblance to the way the character was drawn by David Mazzucchelli[image: External link] in Batman: Year One.[44]


	In The Dark Knight ( 2008[image: External link]), Gordon is leading the GCPD Major Crimes Unit and forms a tenuous alliance with Batman and the newly elected district attorney Harvey Dent[image: External link] to take down Gotham's organized crime syndicates. When the Joker reveals that commissioner Loeb is one of his upcoming targets, Gordon arrives at his office with other officers to offer protection, but he is unable to stop Loeb from drinking a glass of poisoned Scotch[image: External link]. At Loeb's funeral, Gordon foils the Joker's attempt on Mayor Garcia's life, in the process faking his own death to protect his family. After Dent claims to be Batman, Gordon disguises himself as a SWAT officer and commandeers the armored truck that is carrying him to the county lockup for processing. Following a vehicular battle with the Joker, Gordon rescues both Batman and Dent, captures the Joker, and is promoted to police commissioner by the Mayor. Hours later, two corrupt cops and the Joker's men abduct Dent and Rachel Dawes[image: External link], placing them in separate buildings with oil drums rigged to explode. While Batman is able to rescue Dent, Gordon arrives at Rachel's location just as the bomb explodes and kills her. Disfigured in the explosion and driven insane by grief, Dent seeks vengeance against Gordon for Rachel's death. Dent kidnaps Gordon's wife and two children, and forces Gordon to plead for their lives at the site of Rachel's death. He flips his trademark coin to decide whether Gordon's son[image: External link] should die, but Batman tackles Dent off the building, killing him. In order to preserve Dent's image as the city's 'White Knight', Batman decides to take the blame for all of Dent's murders. Gordon reluctantly agrees, having come to highly respect the Caped Crusader. After eulogizing Dent as a hero to the city, Gordon destroys the Bat-Signal and calls for a manhunt against Batman. As Batman flees, Gordon assures his son that Batman is not just a hero: Batman is a 'Dark Knight'.

	In The Dark Knight Rises ( 2012[image: External link]), Gordon feels remorse for concealing Harvey Dent's crimes, and contemplates resigning and revealing the truth to the city. By now, Gordon's wife has left him and taken their children. Bane[image: External link]'s men shoot Gordon, putting him in critical condition. A disguised Bruce Wayne visits him in the hospital, and Gordon implores his former ally to return to crimefighting. He also befriends John Blake and promotes the rookie police officer as a detective after seeing in the young man the dedication and idealism he once had. After Bane defeats Batman and traps most of the Gotham City Police Department underground, Gordon gets himself out of bed and defeats the League of Shadows operatives who tried to kill him in his hospital room. Bane publicly exposes Dent's crimes and Gordon's complicity in the coverup, and takes Gordon and his men prisoner. Gordon later finds a truck carrying a nuclear bomb meant to annihilate the city and places a device on it to block the trigger signal. In the final battle against Bane, Talia al Ghul[image: External link], and the League of Shadows, Batman cryptically reveals his true identity to Gordon before apparently sacrificing himself to thwart the League of Shadows' plan to destroy the city. After giving the eulogy at Bruce Wayne's funeral, Gordon discovers the Bat-Signal has been repaired and realizes that Batman is still alive.
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 DC Extended Universe




J.K. Simmons[image: External link] has been cast as James Gordon in the upcoming Justice League[image: External link] film, which is a part of the larger DC Extended Universe.[45] Bryan Cranston[image: External link] revealed to Geeking Out that he was up for the part but turned it down.[46]
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 Animated





	In Justice League: The New Frontier, the character makes a cameo appearance in the interrogation scene with King Faraday[image: External link] and Martian Manhunter[image: External link].

	James Gordon appeared in Batman: Gotham Knight, voiced by Jim Meskimen[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon makes a cameo appearance in Batman: Under the Red Hood (voiced by Gary Cole[image: External link] albeit uncredited) during the showdown between the Joker and the Red Hood[image: External link].

	
Emmy[image: External link] award-winner Bryan Cranston[image: External link] voiced Lt. James Gordon in the animated film adaptation of Batman: Year One.[47]


	Commissioner Gordon appears in the two-part Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, voiced by David Selby[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Lego Batman: The Movie - DC Super Heroes Unite[image: External link], an adaptation of the video game of the same name[image: External link], with Townsend Coleman[image: External link] reprising his role.

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Son of Batman, voiced by Bruce Thomas[image: External link].[48]


	Commissioner Gordon appears in Batman: Assault on Arkham, voiced by Chris Cox[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Batman Unlimited: Animal Instincts, voiced by Richard Epcar[image: External link].[49]


	Commissioner Gordon appears in Batman Unlimited: Monster Mayhem, voiced again by Richard Epcar.

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Batman: The Killing Joke[image: External link], voiced by Ray Wise[image: External link].[50] In the film, Gordon is kidnapped by the Joker, who attempts to drive him mad by crippling Barbara and subjecting him to photo evidence of his crime, along with other psychological tortures. However, in the end, Gordon maintains his sanity, telling Batman to bring in Joker by the book.

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Batman: Return of the Caped Crusaders, voiced by Jim Ward[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon appears in The Lego Batman Movie, voiced by Héctor Elizondo[image: External link].
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 Video games





	James Gordon appears in the Batman Begins[image: External link] video game tie-in voiced by Gavin Hammon.

	Commissioner Gordon appears in DC Universe Online[image: External link], voiced by Ken Webster[image: External link]. He appears as a supporting character for the heroes.

	Commissioner Gordon makes a cameo appearance in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link]. In the opening scene which takes place in an alternate reality, he is seen watching the news about the Joker destroying Metropolis with a nuclear missile. In Batgirl's ending, it was revealed that the alternate version of her father was killed by the Regime for aiding the Insurgency.

	Lt. James Gordon appears in Batman: The Telltale Series[image: External link], voiced by Murphy Guyer[image: External link].
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 Lego series





	Commissioner Gordon appears in Lego Batman: The Video Game[image: External link] for the PlayStation 3[image: External link], Nintendo DS[image: External link], Wii[image: External link], PlayStation 2[image: External link], PC[image: External link], and Xbox 360[image: External link] with his vocal effects are provided by Keith Ferguson[image: External link]. He serves as a boss[image: External link] in the villains' story (with the exception of the DS version) and is a playable character.[51]


	Commissioner Gordon appears in Lego Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Townsend Coleman[image: External link].

	
The Dark Knight Trilogy iteration of James Gordon appears in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link].

	Commissioner Gordon appears in Lego Dimensions[image: External link], voiced by Steven Blum[image: External link], he appears in the DC Comics Adventure World, where he requires the player's assistance after one of his officers accidentally blew up a truck full of valuables.
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 Arkham series




Commissioner Gordon is a supporting character in the Batman: Arkham[image: External link] franchise where he is voiced by Tom Kane[image: External link] in Arkham Asylum, David Kaye[image: External link] in Arkham City, Michael Gough[image: External link] in Arkham Origins and Jonathan Banks[image: External link] in Arkham Knight.


	In Batman: Arkham Asylum[image: External link], he is introduced accompanying Batman with the readmission of the recently captured Joker[image: External link] in the beginning of the game. Once Joker breaks free Batman tells Gordon to alert the Warden and goes after Joker. Once Batman follows Joker to the other end of intensive treatment, Joker shows video footage of Frank Boles (a guard working with Joker) taking Gordon hostage. On the way to free Gordon, Batman encounters the Scarecrow dragging Gordon away and apparently kills him. It is later revealed the dead person Batman found earlier was actually a guard who had been seen as Gordon due to Scarecrow's gas. Though Boles is quickly killed once Joker realizes the guard was being tracked by Batman, Harley Quinn[image: External link] keeps Gordon under watch in the medical facility. Batman arrives to stop Harley and frees Gordon informing him that Bane[image: External link] is also in the area. After the battle with Bane, which results in the Batmobile destroyed and Bane underwater, Gordon boards a ferry with a guard to be sent back to Gotham by Batman to handle the bomb case. Gordon isn't seen again until the end of the game when Batman confronts Joker for the final time. Once the Dark Knight defeats the two Titan-induced guards and multiple Joker goons, Gordon is dropped from the ceiling tied up (how, when and why he returned to the island is never explained but the officer driving the boat could have been another one of Joker's "inside men"). Joker aims the Titan dart gun at Gordon and pulls the trigger, but Batman quickly jumps in front of Gordon taking a hit for him. Joker then uses the Titan on himself. Gordon is later seen on the roof strapped to an electric chair while Titan Joker and Batman (who uses the cure on himself) battle. Once Joker is defeated, Gordon and Batman are quickly joined by multiple members of GCPD and SWAT members. Gordon is talking to his daughter Barbara Gordon[image: External link] (a.k.a. Oracle) about the events that night. Gordon offers a ride home to Batman, considering the Batmobile was destroyed, when an alert on Gordon's radio states that Two-Face[image: External link] has robbed Gotham's second national bank and watches as Batman takes off in the Batwing. It is also mentioned in a Scarecrow-induced flashback that Gordon was the only officer who was sympathetic to the young Bruce Wayne on the night his parents were murdered.

	In Batman: Arkham City[image: External link], he sends cops led by Sergeant Tom Miller to find out what Arkham City is really about. He appears at the end of the game right before the credits, repeatedly asking an unresponsive Batman about what happened within Arkham City while Batman was carrying away the Joker's corpse. Scanning the radio for the GCPD signal shortly after Bruce Wayne's arrest in the game will give the player a sound bit of him telling a dispatcher to inform all officers to take arrests to GCPD instead of Arkham City because as he puts it "Wayne's lawyers will have a field day with this." Gordon also appears in the DLC Harley Quinn's Revenge, being another one of the Dark Knight's allies that is concerned about his mental state since Joker's death.

	In Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link], James Gordon is featured as he has his orange hair and is depicted as a GCPD Captain. Being set over a decade in the past, Gordon has yet to forge an alliance with Batman, seeing the Dark Knight as a menace and a lunatic, as opposed to his daughter Barbara Gordon[image: External link] seeing the vigilante as a hero he is. During Batman's break-in at the GCPD, Batman runs into Gordon while trying to escape and harmlessly disarms him, futilely trying to explain that they're on the same side. After saving Gordon's life when SWAT leader Branden nearly shoots him by accident, he escapes, though Gordon is knocked out in the process. Gordon later appears arresting Joker after the firefight at the Royal Hotel, and later again when he takes control of the police to stop Firefly[image: External link] from demolishing the bridge. When Batman arrives, he refuses to listen to his warnings about the bombs and insists Batman surrender to Firefly. Eventually he sees reason and the bomb squad disables the last bomb, allowing Batman to defeat Firefly. When the Joker takes over Blackgate Prison, Gordon arrives to stop the chaos only for his life to be put in danger when Joker straps him to an electric chair that will go off if Batman does not kill Bane in time. Batman momentarily stops Bane's heart in time to save Gordon, and the two work together to defeat Joker. Though Gordon still feels obligated to arrest Batman, the latter disappears, and Gordon decides the city needs Batman. He later reluctantly requests Batman's help in rounding up several escaped Blackgate prisoners.

	James Gordon is featured in Batman: Arkham Origins Blackgate[image: External link].

	In Batman: Arkham Knight[image: External link], Gordon loses trust in Batman after Barbara is kidnapped by Scarecrow and Batman revealed that she was kidnapped because she was working with him. He tries to go after Scarecrow himself, but gets captured and witnesses the confrontation between the Arkham Knight and Batman making him discover that Batman's Bruce Wayne. They confront Scarecrow on the roof of the building where Scarecrow orders Gordon to kill Batman to save Barbara. He shoots Batman, but Crane throws Barbara regardless. However, Gordon shot Batman in the chest piece on purpose (since it has extra armor) and Batman saves Barbara as Gordon is kidnapped by the Scarecrow with Robin. Scarecrow forces Gordon to unmask Batman on live television. When Batman finally defeats Scarecrow, Bruce tells Gordon to look after Tim and Barbara as it is the end for Batman. In the epilogue that takes place one year later, Gordon became the Mayor of Gotham City and goes to meet with his daughter.
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 Miscellaneous





	In the "Batmobile" OnStar commercial, Batman calls Gordon to tell him he will be coming to meet him. An unknown actor says "Gordon here" when Batman calls.

	In several comics during 1992, such as Action Comics[image: External link] #673, DC ran full-page advertisements on behalf of the American Heart Association[image: External link] showing a picture of Gordon in a hospital bed. The text of the ad explained that Gordon had a heart attack due to stress, poor diet, lack of exercise and tobacco use. Since then, DC has had Gordon living a more healthy lifestyle.

	James Gordon is portrayed by Lauren Lopez in the web-musical, Holy Musical B@man![image: External link]


	In the Saturday Night Live[image: External link] digital skit "Commissioner Gordon Learns Batman Has No Boundaries", he is portrayed by Steve Buscemi[image: External link] (who was hosting the episode that this sketch was in).
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Ben McKenzie






This article is about the American actor. For the Australian Idol contestant, see Ben McKenzie (Australian Idol)[image: External link].

Ben McKenzie (born Benjamin McKenzie Schenkkan; September 12, 1978)[1] is an American actor. He is known as Ryan Atwood[image: External link] in the television series The O.C.[image: External link] and as Ben Sherman in Southland[image: External link]. He appeared in the films Junebug[image: External link][2] and 88 Minutes[image: External link]. His first starring role in a feature film was in the 2008 indie release Johnny Got His Gun.[3] Since 2014, McKenzie has been starring as James Gordon in the television series Gotham.
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 Early life




Benjamin McKenzie Schenkkan was born in Austin, Texas[image: External link].[1] He is of Dutch-Jewish, English, and Scottish descent. He is one of three boys born to Frances Victory Schenkkan, a poet, and Pieter Meade "Pete" Schenkkan, an attorney.[4][5] His middle name, McKenzie, is his paternal grandmother's maiden name. His grandfather, Robert F. Schenkkan, was a professor at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], and worked with President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] on passing the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967[image: External link].[6][7] He is a nephew of Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning playwright Robert Schenkkan, Jr.[image: External link]

For middle school, he attended St. Andrew's Episcopal School[image: External link], where he was friends and flag football[image: External link] teammates with future Super Bowl MVP Drew Brees[image: External link].[8] He attended Stephen F. Austin High School[image: External link], playing wide receiver and defensive back for the school's football team. From 1997–2001, he attended the University of Virginia[image: External link], his father and paternal grandfather's alma mater[image: External link], where he majored in foreign affairs[image: External link] and economics[image: External link].[9] He uses his middle name as his stage name[image: External link] to avoid confusion with actor Ben Shenkman[image: External link].[10]
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 Career




From 2001 to 2003 McKenzie worked in part-time jobs and sought acting work in New York and Los Angeles before being cast as Ryan Atwood[image: External link] in The O.C.[image: External link][11] On August 5, 2003, Fox[image: External link] premiered the television series, about affluent teenagers with stormy personal lives in Orange County, California[image: External link]. The show became an overnight success and made McKenzie famous. His performance in The O.C. earned him "Choice Breakout TV Star - Male" and "Choice TV Chemistry" nominations in the Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] and "Choice TV Actor - Drama/Action Adventure" and "Choice TV Actor: Drama" wins. McKenzie reportedly earned about $15,000 and $25,000 per episode throughout the show's run.

The O.C. was the first time McKenzie played what The New York Times[image: External link] later described as the "quiet, guarded leading man" role he would repeatedly portray.[11] As a result of the show's success, McKenzie appeared in magazines including People[image: External link], In Touch Weekly[image: External link] and Us Weekly[image: External link]. He was ranked No. 5 in Independent Online[image: External link]'s "100 Sexiest Men Alive" and twice appeared on Teen People magazine's annual list of "25 Sexiest Stars under 25". McKenzie was also voted one of InStyle' s[image: External link] "10 Hottest Bachelors of Summer" in July 2005. The O.C. dropped in ratings dramatically during its third and fourth seasons, and ended in early 2007.[12]

While appearing in The O.C., McKenzie made his feature film debut in Junebug[image: External link] alongside Amy Adams[image: External link] and Embeth Davidtz[image: External link]. The film was nominated for "Best International Film" and "Outstanding Ensemble Acting" in the Amanda Awards[image: External link] and won the Sarasota Film Festival[image: External link] award for "Outstanding Ensemble Acting". It also received high praise at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link].[13] According to Production Weekly, McKenzie was set to star in the thriller Snakes on a Plane[image: External link], formerly known as Pacific Air 121, but later dropped out to film 88 Minutes[image: External link], which starred Al Pacino[image: External link].[14]

In 2008, McKenzie earned critical acclaim for his solo performance in the "live on stage, on film" version of Dalton Trumbo[image: External link]'s 1939 novel Johnny Got His Gun[image: External link], his first starring role in a feature film. He stars as Joe Bonham, a role previously played by James Cagney[image: External link], Jeff Daniels[image: External link], and Timothy Bottoms[image: External link].[15] The movie premiered at the Paramount Theater[image: External link] in Austin, McKenzie's hometown, while he was filming the pilot for Southland.

In 2009, he appeared on the short movie The Eight Percent. The movie won the Delta Air Lines[image: External link] Fly-in Movie Contest and entered as an official selection on the Tribeca Film Festival[image: External link]'s Short film category.

McKenzie starred as rookie police officer Ben Sherman on the NBC[image: External link] drama Southland[image: External link], which premiered on April 9, 2009. The show was canceled while in production on its second season. TNT[image: External link] bought the rights for the show and showed the seven episodes that had been produced. The show was subsequently renewed. However, the show was once again cancelled after the fifth season.

McKenzie returned to Fox in the Batman prequel television show Gotham, which premiered on September 22, 2014. In the series, he portrays James Gordon as a young detective new to Gotham City[image: External link].[16][11] In the same series, he made his directorial debut with the episode "These Delicate and Dark Obsessions".[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




In September 2015, Morena Baccarin said in a legal declaration involving her divorce that she planned to marry her Gotham co-star, McKenzie, adding that she was pregnant with their child.[18][19] Their daughter Frances Laiz Setta Schenkkan was born March 2, 2016.[20] Baccarin and McKenzie announced their engagement in November 2016. They were married on June 2, 2017 in Brooklyn, New York.[21]
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 Filmography






	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Junebug[image: External link]
	Johnny Johnsten
	



	2007
	88 Minutes[image: External link]
	Mike Stempt
	



	2008
	Every Monday Matters
	Himself
	Documentary



	2008
	Johnny Got His Gun[image: External link]
	Joe Bonham
	



	2009
	Eight Percent, TheThe Eight Percent
	John Keller
	Short film



	2011
	Batman: Year One
	Bruce Wayne/Batman (voice)
	Direct-to-video



	2011
	Blisters: How Three Became Four, TheThe Blisters: How Three Became Four
	Dave
	Short film; also producer



	2012
	Adventures in the Sin Bin
	Michael
	



	2012
	Decoding Annie Parker[image: External link]
	Tom
	



	2013
	Goodbye World[image: External link]
	Nick Randworth
	



	2014
	Some Kind of Beautiful[image: External link]
	Brian
	






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2002
	District, TheThe District[image: External link]
	Tim Ruskin
	Episode: "Faith"



	2003
	JAG[image: External link]
	Petty Officer Spencer
	Episode: "Empty Quiver"



	2003–07
	The O.C.[image: External link]
	Ryan Atwood[image: External link]
	92 episodes

Lead role



	2004
	MADtv[image: External link]
	Ryan Atwood
	Season 9, episode 22



	2009–13
	Southland[image: External link]
	Ben Sherman
	42 episodes

Main Cast



	2011
	Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated[image: External link]
	Odnarb (voice)
	Episode: "The Wild Brood"



	2013
	Men at Work[image: External link]
	Bryan
	Episode: "Tyler the Pioneer"



	2014–present
	Gotham
	James Gordon
	Lead role
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2004
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Breakout TV Star – Male[image: External link]
	
The O.C.[image: External link]


	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor – Drama/Action Adventure[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005
	Choice TV Actor Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice TV Chemistry[image: External link] (shared with Mischa Barton[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2012
	PRISM Award
	Male Performance in a Drama Series Multi-Episode Storyline
	
Southland[image: External link]


	Nominated



	2015
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Actor In A New TV Series[image: External link][22][23]
	
Gotham


	Nominated



	2016
	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actor Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Further reading





	Romano, Mary (2005). Benjamin McKenzie: Rising Star. Triumph. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-57343-689-2[image: External link].
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Danny Cannon






John Danny Cannon (born 1968 in Luton[image: External link], England[image: External link]) is a British film[image: External link] and television[image: External link] writer[image: External link], director[image: External link] and producer[image: External link].
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 Career




Cannon began making films at the age of 16 in 1984, and started a youth experimental theatre group at 33 Arts Centre. Using the centre's facilities, he was a prolific director of video dramas and collaborated with a number of other directors in different roles including cameraman. A major influence was the centre's video maker, Dermot Byrne, with whom Cannon worked on a number of projects. It was at 33 that he met the future film composer David Arnold[image: External link] who played in a band that rehearsed there. Cannon convinced Arnold that he could compose soundtracks for his and other people's videos. Arnold would later compose his first professional score for Cannon's debut feature 'The Young Americans'.

In 1987, he was awarded the BBC[image: External link] Young Filmmaker of the Year Award by Alan Parker for a 40-minute short called Sometimes. Parker suggested he attend National Film and Television School[image: External link] in 1988, from which he graduated in 1990. His intermediate film, 'Play Dead' was screened on channel 4, a rare honor for a student still at the school. He then wrote and directed his graduation film Strangers (1990) which premiered at the Edinburgh Film Festival.

Cannon's professional career began with commercials for James Garrett and later RSA. This led to his debut feature The Young Americans[image: External link] (1993), he signed on to direct the big-budget film Judge Dredd[image: External link] (1995), starring Sylvester Stallone[image: External link]. Since then he has also directed Phoenix[image: External link] (1998), and I Still Know What You Did Last Summer[image: External link] (1998).

Beginning in 2000, he has directed and produced the pilot for C.S.I for CBS and Jerry Bruckheimer. He was asked to stay with the show as an executive producer and went on to write many episodes and direct many more (see CSI episode list[image: External link]). In 2003, he directed the pilot to CSI: Miami, and in 2004 directed the pilot to CSI: New York.

In 2005, he left C.S.I to direct the well-received soccer movie Goal![image: External link].

He directed a 2006 CBS[image: External link] television pilot[image: External link], Capital Law, about a group of legal associates trying to make partner at a powerful Washington, D.C.[image: External link]–based law firm. In 2007 Cannon co-created TNT[image: External link]'s crime drama[image: External link] series starring Dylan McDermott[image: External link] called Dark Blue[image: External link]. Cannon also directed the pilot episode for Dark Blue. In 2008, he produced and directed 'The Eleventh Hour' for CBS which ran for one season.

In 2010, Cannon joined The CW[image: External link] action[image: External link] series Nikita[image: External link], as director and executive producer. It successfully ran for four seasons on the network.

In 2011, Cannon executive produced and directed the pilot for the FOX[image: External link] crime[image: External link]/ mystery[image: External link] Alcatraz[image: External link] for JJ Abrams and WBTV.

In 2014 Cannon directed the pilot for the series Gotham, for which he is an executive producer.[1] The pilot was well received and was ordered to series. Like CSI it is a series he also writes for.
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 Awards and nominations





	Universe Reader's Choice Award: Best Director 1995 Judge Dredd[image: External link] Peoples Choice awards for CSI, CSI:Miami.
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 Personal life




John Danny Cannon has been married to Nicole Suzanne Freeman from 1997 divorced 2017 they have 2 children, Cannon plays football regularly with Hollywood United F.C.[image: External link], a team consisting of mostly celebrities and former professional footballers, who occasionally play against professional teams for friendly matches and charity events.
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Gotham City Police Department






The Gotham City Police Department (GCPD) is a fictional[image: External link] police department[image: External link] servicing Gotham City[image: External link], as depicted in comic books published by DC Comics, in particular those tied into the Batman books.
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 History of GCPD




Acting as both ally and opponent of Batman, the superhero long-established in Gotham, the GCPD has long been steeped in corruption[image: External link], with numerous officers both high-and-low ranking involved in bribery and even more serious offenses such as drug-trafficking and murder.

The strongest blow against police corruption[image: External link] came when an increasing amount of conspiracy[image: External link] charges against Commissioner Gillian B. Loeb[image: External link] forced him to resign[image: External link] his position, replaced by Peter Grogan. The Falcone crime family, which has had a stranglehold on Gotham's underground for generations, finally crumbled when a series of killings shook the structure of the mafia[image: External link] organization[image: External link]. After the death of Carmine Falcone, the mob lashed out in sloppy, retaliatory crimes which, in combination with rising gang violence, severely crippled organized crime[image: External link] in Gotham City. Simultaneously, the ebbing presence of corrupt police officers allowed James Gordon to become the new commissioner, a man determined to eradicate crime wherever it existed.

The GCPD has had a long love-hate relationship[image: External link] with the city's vigilante[image: External link] known as Batman. Commissioner Gordon went along with him because Batman got the job done. His successor, Commissioner Michael Akins[image: External link] ordered the arrest of Batman and had the Bat-signal[image: External link] removed from the roof of Gotham Central[image: External link]. Corruption and rot within the police department also rose during Akins' tenure as Commissioner.
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 Current status




As of DC's One Year Later, James Gordon has been reinstated as Commissioner, along with Harvey Bullock. Harvey came back on disciplinary probation after helping expose a criminal drug ring. Relations with Batman, including the Bat-Signal, have been established once more. Other characters from Gotham Central[image: External link] have appeared in the recent Tales of the Unexpected[image: External link] miniseries, featuring Crispus Allen as the Spectre[image: External link]. Thus far, Detective Driver has appeared in a speaking role. It is unknown what has happened to Commissioner Akins, but it is implied that, following revelations of massive corruption within the department, there has been a drastic cleaning-of-house within the department.

Kate Kane[image: External link] referred to Akins as police commissioner in the weekly 52[image: External link] series, which reveals the events of the missing year. A later issue, however, showed a brief snapshot of Commissioner Gordon's welcome back party. The circumstances of Akins's departure and Gordon's reinstatement have yet to be explained. Maggie Sawyer[image: External link] is still the commander of the MCU department, and has ended her relationship with former lover Toby Raines.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Divisions and personnel




See also: Category:Gotham City Police Department officers[image: External link].
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 Homicide Division




Homicide Division: The division that handles murders[image: External link] and some of the more serious non- metahuman[image: External link] crimes in Gotham. This is the division Gordon was a part of before becoming commissioner. Former private investigator Jason Bard[image: External link] is now working on homicide cases for this division.



	Name
	Title
	Role
	Medium
	Note(s)



	James Gordon
	Police Commissioner[image: External link]
	Highest-ranking official in the G.C.P.D.
	Detective Comics[image: External link]
	Formerly a Police Detective,

Lieutenant then Captain.



	Mackenzie "Hardback" Bock
	Chief of Police[image: External link]
	Former head of O.C.C.B.

(Organized Crime Control Bureau)
	
	



	Carlos Alvarez
	Police Detective

(Robbery precinct)
	
	Catwoman[image: External link] comics
	



	Lieutenant Bilbao[image: External link]
	Police Lieutenant
	
	Batman and Robin comics[image: External link]
	



	Gerard "Jerry" Hennelly
	Police Lieutenant
	Head of the Quick Response Team

(G.C.P.D.'s renamed S.W.A.T. team)
	
	Took over the role from

Howard Branden.



	Donald Peak[image: External link]
	Police Officer
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Former partner of Andy Kelly.



	Rebecca Mulcahey[image: External link]
	Police Officer (Corrupt)
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Lover of Jim Corrigan.



	Officer Xue[image: External link]
	Police Officer
	
	Red Robin comics[image: External link]
	



	Nora Fields[image: External link]
	
	Supervisor of Gotham City's Coroner[image: External link]'s Office
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Widow of Charlie Fields.



	Stacy[image: External link]
	Secretary[image: External link]
	Administrative Secretary to Commissioner

James Gordon
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Civilian employee.
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 Major Crimes Unit




Major Crimes Unit: Led by Capt. Maggie Sawyer[image: External link], who previously served in Metropolis[image: External link] in a similar position with that city's police, the MCU deals with the most serious crimes, often involving supervillains[image: External link] or politically sensitive cases. This division is the focus of the comic book[image: External link] series[image: External link] Gotham Central[image: External link].



	Name
	Title
	Role
	Medium
	Note(s)



	David Cornwell[image: External link]
	Police Lieutenant, Major Crimes Unit
	Second in

command of the

Major Crimes Unit
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Commander of the second (night) shift, successor of deceased Lt. Probson.



	Josh Azeveda[image: External link]
	Detective[image: External link], Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Trey Hartley.



	Joely "Joe" Bartlett[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Vincent Del Arrazzio.



	Harvey Bullock
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Detective Comics[image: External link]
	Restored to duty under severe scrutiny.



	Thomas "Tommy" Burke[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Dagmar Procjnow.



	Romy Chandler[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Takahata.



	Eric Cohen[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Andi Kasinsky.



	Nelson Crowe[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Jackson Davies.



	Jackson "Sarge" Davies[image: External link]
	Detective Sergeant, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Nelson Crowe.



	Vincent Del Arrazzio[image: External link]
	Detective Sergeant, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Joely Bartlett.

Associate of the Huntress[image: External link].



	Marcus Driver[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Josephine MacDonald.



	Nicholas "St. Nick" Gage
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	
	Gotham PD's newest recruit who has just transferred from Coast City[image: External link] Police Department. He is a supporting character of Batgirl VI[image: External link].



	Trey Hartley[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Josh Azeveda.



	Andi Kasinsky[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Eric Cohen.



	Josephine "Josie Mac" MacDonald[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Marcus Driver.

Possesses the psychic ability

to find lost people and objects.



	Renee Montoya
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit.
	
	Detective Comics[image: External link]
	Pre-Flashpoint, partnered with Crispus Allen and resigned after his death and became the Question[image: External link]. Retconned and re-introduced as Harvey Bullock's new partner in the New 52.



	Dagmar "Dag" Procjnow[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Thomas Burke.



	Detective Takahata[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Gotham Central[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Romy Chandler.



	Roman Cavallo[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Red Robin[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Marcus Wise. Is Corrupt.



	Marcus Wise[image: External link]
	Detective, Major Crimes Unit
	
	Red Robin[image: External link] comics
	Partnered with Roman Cavallo.

Is Corrupt.
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 Quick Response Team




Quick Response Team: Led by Lt. Gerard "Jerry" Hennelly, the QRT is the GCPD's SWAT[image: External link] unit.
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 Former members




Note: The following are either deceased or have been dismissed from the Gotham City Police Department.


	
Michael Akins[image: External link] - Succeeded Gordon as commissioner, left GCPD during the one-year gap[image: External link] under unknown circumstances.

	
Crispus Allen - Detective, Major Crimes Unit. Partnered with Renee Montoya. Killed by Jim Corrigan, now the Spectre[image: External link].

	Howard Branden - Former leader of the GCPD's S.W.A.T. team in Year One, underneath the corrupt administration of Commissioner Gillian B. Loeb.

	
Jim Corrigan[image: External link] - Corrupt CSI who killed Crispus Allen. Killed by Allen's son. He is not to be confused with the Jim Corrigan that worked as the Spectre.

	
Roger DeCarlo[image: External link] - Corrupt officer. Killed by Poison Ivy after accidentally murdering one of her orphans and attempting to cover it up.

	
Sarah Essen Gordon[image: External link] - Major Crimes Unit commander, wife of Commissioner Gordon. Killed by the Joker[image: External link] during No Man's Land[image: External link].

	
Charlie Fields[image: External link] - Detective, Major Crimes Unit. Partnered with Marcus Driver. Killed by Mr. Freeze.

	
Arnold Flass[image: External link] - Gordon's corrupt partner, Detective, fired. Killed by the Hangman[image: External link].

	Hugh Foley - Opposed Jim Gordon, killed by Billy Pettit during No Man's Land when he was attempting to seek help from Gordon against the Joker.

	Jack Grogan - Corrupt commissioner after Loeb and before Gordon, dismissed.

	Jamie Harper - Detective Specialist. Associate of Robin III[image: External link], grandniece of James Harper[image: External link],[1] dating Jason Bard[image: External link]. Has since transferred to the Metropolis Science Police[image: External link].

	Andy Howe - Briefly served as police commissioner after Mayor Krol fired Gordon.

	
Andrew "Andy" Kelly[image: External link] - Police Officer, partnered with Don Peak. Transformed into a monster by Doctor Alchemy[image: External link] and killed in self-defense by Peak.

	David King - Police Captain, former ally of Gordon, killed during Year Three.

	Stan Kitch - Former lieutenant, now a defense attorney.

	
Gillian B. Loeb[image: External link] - Corrupt commissioner in Year One, dismissed and later murdered by the Hangman. In the New 52, Loeb instead resigns after Black Mask murders several corrupt cops under his command and Loeb feels partly responsible for allowing his department to become corrupt.[2] In Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight, Loeb was a legitimate cop who was murdered by Joker[image: External link] when poison was put into his drink.

	
Kelvin Mao[image: External link] - Police Officer, Tactical Unit. Became the superhero known as Ballistic, murdered by Superboy-Prime[image: External link].

	
Stan Merkel[image: External link] - Watch Commander/Patrolman, friend of Gordon. Killed by the Hangman during Batman: Dark Victory[image: External link].

	
Timothy Munroe[image: External link] - Corrupt police officer. Killed by Poison Ivy after accidentally murdering one of her orphans and attempting to cover it up.

	
Clancy O'Hara[image: External link] - Police Chief around the time Gordon had just initially became Commissioner. First victim of the Hangman[image: External link] at the start of Batman: Dark Victory[image: External link].

	
Nate Patton[image: External link] - Detective, Major Crimes Unit. Partnered with Romy Chandler. Killed by the Joker.

	Billy Pettit - Head of SWAT team, went insane. During No Man's Land he and several other officers broke away from Jim Gordan who considered his actions too soft. Pettit later killed a fellow police officer for an imagined betrayal. An enraged Huntress[image: External link] quickly subdued him for this and tried to talk some sense into him, only for the Joker to shoot and kill Pettit from behind.

	
Ronald Probson[image: External link] - Major Crimes Unit commander, killed by the Joker.

	Jordan Rich - Corrupt police officer who shot Jim Gordon. Killed indirectly by Harvey Bullock in retaliation.

	Raymond Wills - Detective, Internal Affairs Division. Was taken hostage by the Joker's men. Resigned after his rescue.

	
Margaret "Maggie" Sawyer[image: External link]. Transferred back to Metropolis PD during the DC Rebirth[image: External link] event. [3]
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 Commissioners




(In tenure list)


	
Commissioner McKeever — He is mentioned in Batman: The Black Mirror, (Detective Comics #875; May 2011). At this time James Gordon is still Lieutenant.

	
Commissioner Gillian B. Loeb — The corrupt commissioner of police during the first year of Batman’s operation in Gotham.

	
Commissioner Jack Peter Edward Grogan - He was Commissioner after Loeb and before Gordon. He was mentioned in the last page of Miller's Batman: Year One and has a one panel appearance in the Catwoman Year One Annual and also in Batman: The Man Who Laughs and Batman and the Monster Men #1.

	
Commissioner James Gordon — Replaced Grogan and worked with Batman in trying to clean up the Gotham police department. When he retired, he handed the GCPD over to Michael Akins, only to take the job back some years later. The father of Barbara Gordon, the original Batgirl and later Oracle.

	
Commissioner Vane- Former Chief Inspector, only served as commissioner briefly when Gordon was demoted to patrolman in Detective Comics #121. During his brief tenure, he oversaw Dr. Hurt's experiments.

	
Commissioner Peter Pauling — Another corrupt commissioner, appointed by Mayor Hamilton Hill[image: External link]. Like Hill, he was working for Rupert Thorne. Pauling issued a shoot-to-kill order for any police officer who spotted Batman, and secretly tried to have Gordon, who was working as a private detective, killed. Pauling eventually died at Thorne's hands and a desperate Mayor Hill re-instated Commissioner Gordon. Pauling may not have existed in the Post-Crisis[image: External link] DC universe.

	
Commissioner Sarah Essen Gordon — The wife of James Gordon, appointed Commissioner by Mayor Krol while her husband was demoted. This put a great strain on her relationship with her husband and they split up for a while. Although she had previously been a critic of the Batman, she agreed to Mayor Krol's instructions that she use him. Mayor Krol sacked her after he lost his re-election bid against Marion Grange, replacing her with Andy Howe.

	
Commissioner Andy Howe — A lawyer who served briefly as Commissioner during the lame-duck Mayoralty of Armand Krol. (Detective Comics #693, January 1996) When the "Clench" virus was released in Gotham and the city descended into anarchy, most police officers ignored Howe and took orders from James Gordon, at that point a private citizen. Howe lost his job when Marion Grange became Mayor and immediately re-instated James Gordon. (Robin #28, April 1996)

	
Commissioner Michael Akins — Took over from James Gordon. After the events of the War Games[image: External link] arc, Akins declared all vigilante actions were now illegal, and issued a shoot-to-kill order for any sight of Batman or his associates. He left the position under unspecified circumstance.

	
Interim Commissioner Jack Forbes -Took over after James Gordon was arrested for the death of 162 people due to a train crash in Batman Eternal #1. Appointed by Mayor Hady at the behest of Carmine Falcone and devoted the GCPD to stopping Batman. He even went as far as releasing criminals apprehended by Batman. Exposed by Jason Bard and arrested for his connections to Falcone.

	
Commissioner Jason Bard[image: External link] - Cop from Detroit whose partner was killed during an incident botched by a Batman impostor who transferred to Gotham under James Gordon's behest just before his arrest. Masterminded the downfall of Forbes and took over as Commissioner. However, Bard was actually working with Hush and as a result, destroyed evidence of Gordon's innocence, put Gotham into martial law, used the press of girlfriend Vicki Vale and created an uneasy relationship with the Bat family. After failing to take down Batman, Bard realized the error of his ways and attempted to liberate Gordon.

	
Commissioner Maggie Sawyer[image: External link]: After Bard leaves the position, Maggie Sawyer took over the job. However, she missed the Major Crimes Squad and following the return of Batman, she stepped down to return to Major Crimes and handed the job back to Gordon.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Non-canon





	
Commissioner Ellen Yindel - Replaces Gordon in the non-canon Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link]. In the sequel, Batman: The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link], she resigns.
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 Alternate Universe





	
Commissioner Tolliver - Police commissioner in the alternate 1889 of Gotham by Gaslight[image: External link]. He is mayor when Batman first emerges and defeats Jack the Ripper[image: External link]. Claiming the victory as his own, Tolliver is then elected mayor in the sequel, Master of the Future.
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 Gotham City FBI




The Gotham City Federal Bureau of Investigation field office[image: External link] is also featured in the fictitious Gotham City[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. The Gotham City FBI personnel are shown using black vehicles with red emergency lights[citation needed[image: External link]].
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 In other media
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 Film
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 Serials




All other depictions of Batman have portrayed the Gotham City Police Department in some form or another. The 1940s Batman serials has actor Lyle Talbot[image: External link] in the role of Commissioner Gordon in each one. No other members of the force are shown. However, his appearance of Gordon having a feather-duster mustache was later adapted to the comics.
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 Batman Anthology (1989-1997)




All the Tim Burton[image: External link]/Joel Schumacher[image: External link] series seemed to give little depiction on the GCPD at all. In Batman, Gordon is portrayed by Pat Hingle[image: External link], while the usually corrupt Harvey Bullock is replaced with William Hootkins[image: External link]' Lt. Max Eckhart[image: External link] (who is killed by Jack Napier[image: External link] prior to his accidental transformation). Hingle also appeared in Batman Returns, Batman Forever, and Batman & Robin.
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 The Dark Knight trilogy




In the Nolan films, the GCPD acts as both an ally and an opponent to Batman, however, they play a much greater pivotal role than other depictions of the force.


	Batman Begins



In Batman Begins, the GCPD plays a pivotal role throughout the course of the film, as one of the forces against Batman under the direction of the staunchly vigilante-opposed Commissioner Gillian B. Loeb[image: External link] (played by Colin McFarlane[image: External link]). While other members of the GCPD are also present, two well-known detectives among them are featured; James Gordon (played by Gary Oldman[image: External link]) and his partner Arnold Flass[image: External link] (played by Mark Boone, Jr.[image: External link]). While Gordon is portrayed as one of the few honest police officers in the department, Flass is portrayed as being corrupt and dealing extensively with the local mafia[image: External link] and Loeb, though clearly displeased with the arrival of Batman, does not seem to possess any corrupt tendencies evident in the source material.

Considering that the film captures the early appearances of the Batman, there is much fear and skepticism among the rank and file about whether the Batman exists and if he is even human. Gordon, who had met Batman before he had adopted the Batman motif, not only realizes he is human, but recognizes the necessity of his actions. Gordon continues to work with him through his early weeks in operation. Batman, who trusts Gordon, a good cop he met during his childhood after his parents murder, includes him in his plan to save Gotham from the League of Shadows[image: External link]' fear toxin attack on the Narrows. At the end of the film, Batman's actions have sparked a change in the city and the cops' morality, leading to Gordon being promoted to Lieutenant.


	The Dark Knight



In The Dark Knight, Gordon is reassigned as commanding officer of the Major Crimes Unit (MCU), a newly formed division of the GCPD created to combat the Gotham crime syndicates and thwart terrorist attacks. Three detectives of this unit are featured; Gerard Stephens (played by Keith Szarabajka[image: External link]), Michael Wuertz (played by Ron Dean[image: External link]) and Anna Ramirez (played by Monique Curnen[image: External link]), among others.

Relations between the DA's office and the police, especially between Gordon and Harvey Dent[image: External link], remains tense throughout most of the film, with corruption in the rank and file; and even within Gordon's unit, being a key source of this conflict in The Dark Knight, with Dent suspecting that Ramirez and Wuertz are corrupt (based on his investigations while working in Internal Affairs, immediately before his election to District Attorney). In response to Dent's "attacks" on the police department and the actions of the League of Shadows from the first film, Loeb set up the Major Crimes Unit within the GCPD to counter possible terrorist attacks as well as rid the city of its organized crime. In the Major Crimes Unit, acceptance of the Batman, though reluctant, is growing. By the end of the film, Batman is framed for the violent actions of Harvey Dent and the police force turns against him.


	The Dark Knight Rises



In The Dark Knight Rises, the GCPD has successfully eradicated the city's organized crime under "The Dent Act," as most remain oblivious to Harvey Dent's crimes. Gordon remains in guilt over letting Batman taking the fall for Dent, and waiting for a chance to admit the truth to the city. Rookie MCU detective John Blake[image: External link] (played by Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]) becomes aware of the truth, and also has deduced Batman's identity beforehand, eventually becomes a friend and ally of Gordon and Batman, as well as serving as their liaison. Blake is also later promoted from patrol cop to detective after Gordon sees his intelligence and dedication, thus allowing him to report directly to the commissioner. Gordon's deputy commissioner Peter Foley (played by Matthew Modine[image: External link]), though not corrupt, is determined to capture Batman, to the point that when Batman crashes the police chase of Bane and some of his henchmen following Bane's robbery of the stock exchange, Foley issues orders for the police participating in the chase to pursue Batman instead. As a result, Bane ends up escaping while his henchmen are captured.

Bane[image: External link] and the League of Shadows[image: External link] later use explosive-laced concrete to trap most of the force underground for months until they are freed by Batman and his allies. Bane also discovers the truth of the circumstances behind Harvey Dent's death and reveals it to the GCPD and the rest of the city, thus ending the manhunt against Batman. However, this also is used by Bane to break the criminals imprisoned under the Dent Act out of prison and wreak havoc around Gotham, much to both the police and the citizens' misfortune. Eventually, the police department are instrumental of the League of Shadows' defeat, though Foley and many officers are killed in action. The GCPD, with the aid from Batman and his allies, has successfully captured the surviving League of Shadows members and Gotham's criminals, restoring order back to the city.

Blake resigns himself from the police department following Batman's apparent death and after receiving a set of coordinates left by the Dark Knight, the young detective discovers the Batcave[image: External link] beneath Wayne Manor[image: External link].
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 Uniforms




The GCPD in the Nolan films is heavily modeled on the New York City Police Department[image: External link]. Patrol cars are painted in a modified version of a paint job used by the NYPD in the 1980s and 1990s. In a flashback scene shortly after the deaths of Bruce's parents in Batman Begins, Gordon and other officers are shown wearing sky blue uniforms, similar to those worn by the NYPD from the 1970s through the mid-1990s. In all present-day scenes, patrol officers wear black uniforms. The text on patrol officers' shoulder patches, as well as various modified versions of the logo such as the seal used on SWAT trucks, establish the force as being first established in 1820.[4]
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 DC Extended Universe




The GCPD appears in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.
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 Television
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 Live-action
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 Batman (TV series)




The 1960s campy[image: External link] Batman featured Neil Hamilton[image: External link] as Commissioner Gordon and Stafford Repp[image: External link] as Chief O'Hara. Both are depicted as being dependent on Batman and Robin to help solve cases. Gordon even keeps a link to the Batcave[image: External link] called "the Batphone[image: External link]" on his desk. In the early episodes it's implied that they only call them in for the so-called "arch-criminals" as the police can handle the more mundane ( murder[image: External link], burglary[image: External link], arson, etc.). But as the show progressed, they became even more dependent on them to solve problems. This is most greatly shown in one episode, when Batman appears to be missing, Gordon laments that the police will have to solve a case "ourselves." Commissioner Gordon and Chief O'Hara would always be seen with a bunch of police officers when it comes to arresting the arch-criminals upon their defeat.
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 Birds of Prey (TV series from 2002–2003)





	

	
Detective Jesse Reese - Was played by Shemar Moore[image: External link]. Is an honest cop in New Gotham who learns of the Birds of Prey and begins to help them. He later enters into a relationship with Huntress. It is later revealed that Reese's birthname was Jesse Hawke, son of crime boss Al Hawke, who became a police officer to atone for his family's sins. This version of the GCPD does have a corruption problem (though it is unclear how bad since a few other honest officers have cameos) and appears to no longer have Jim Gordon at its head.
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 Gotham (TV series)




Main article: List of Gotham characters[image: External link]


In the series, most of the department is corrupt, with very few honest policemen, including James Gordon, Sarah Essen, Renee Montoya, Crispus Allen, and Nathaniel Barnes.[5]
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 Animated
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 DC Animated Universe





	Batman: The Animated Series



In the acclaimed animated television series[image: External link], Batman: The Animated Series, the GCPD characters are given more attention such as in "P.O.V", where the major characters of the force in the series participate in a detailed debriefing of an incident. One of the most important contributions from the animated series to the Batman universe is the introduction of Renee Montoya (first as a uniformed officer, then a detective), which would later become a first-grade character in the GCPD comic books. In the printed DC Universe[image: External link], her presence was so solidly incorporated that she later retired from the Department to assume the identity of the Question[image: External link].


	Batman Beyond



In this animated series Batman Beyond, James Gordon's daughter Barbara Gordon (former Batgirl in Batman: The Animated Series) serves as the new commissioner.
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 Batman: Gotham Knight




Gordon, Ramirez, and Crispus Allen all appear in three of the shorts in Batman: Gotham Knight (which bridges the gap between Batman Begins and The Dark Knight) consisting of Crossfire, In Darkness Dwells, and Deadshot.

Gordon was voiced by Jim Meskimen[image: External link], Ramirez was voiced by Ana Ortiz[image: External link], and Allen was voiced by Gary Dourdan[image: External link].
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 The Batman




On the animated series The Batman, the focus of the GCPD in the first two seasons is on Detectives Ellen Yin (voiced by Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]) and Ethan Bennett (voiced by Steve Harris[image: External link]) prior to his Clayface[image: External link] transformation. The corruption on the force is attributed to Chief Angel Rojas (voiced by Edward James Olmos[image: External link] in the first appearance, Jesse Corti[image: External link] in later appearances), who appeared often in those seasons. They served as recurrent antagonists in the first two seasons under Chief Rojas' leadership. However, in the Season 2 finale, Jim Gordon (voiced by Mitch Pileggi[image: External link]), recently appointed Commissioner, calls off the manhunt and forms an alliance with Batman to help keep Gotham safe for his daughter, Barbara. Two episodes of the cartoon series featured another detective of the Gotham City Police Department named Cash Tankinson (voiced by Patrick Warburton[image: External link]). Neither Rojas nor Yin has been seen since then, though one episode that take places in the future[image: External link] implies that sometime between now and then, Yin will replace Gordon as Commissioner and Bennet becomes Chief of Police.
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 Beware the Batman




The Gotham City Police Department appears in Beware the Batman. James Gordon worked as a police lieutenant and was distrustful towards Batman until he helped save his daughter from Tobias Whale and Phosphorus Rex. During the part where the League of Assassins had control over the Ion Cortex and shut down Gotham City's power, James Gordon became the police commissioner when Commissioner Correa was killed by the League of Assassins.
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 Batman: Year One




The GCPD appear as an opponent to Batman. During the events of Year One, Batman wasn't trusted, he doesn't have a relationship with GCPD and Gotham City doesn't consider him a hero. Although many of the GCPD officers are revealed to be corrupt, Lt. James Gordon builds a partnership with Batman.
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 Justice League: War




Some GCPD helicopters chase Batman, Green Lantern[image: External link], and a Parademon[image: External link] but are unable to catch up with the trio.
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 Son of Batman




The Gotham City Police Department appear in Son of Batman.
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 Batman Bad Blood




The GCPD make a brief appearance in Batman: Bad Blood.
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 Alternate officers of the law
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 The Dark Knight Trilogy
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 The Dark Knight (2008 film)





	

	
Detective Anna Ramirez (Monique Curnen[image: External link]), a corrupt police detective- although she only gave in to the mob's demands to pay her sick mother's hospital bills rather than out of more selfish motives- involved in the scarring of Harvey Dent and the death of Rachel Dawes by the Joker. She also appeared in Batman: Gotham Knight, voiced by Ana Ortiz[image: External link]. The commentary on the Batman: Gotham Knight DVD, indicates she might be loosely inspired by Renee Montoya. She received a head injury from Dent after he cracked her head with the bottom of his revolver. Her fate is unknown, but it's implied from Gordon that she didn't survive her trauma, though she might not have regained consciousness yet.

	
Detective Mike Wuertz (Ron Dean[image: External link]), a corrupt police detective involved in the scarring of Harvey Dent and the death of Rachel Dawes by the Joker. He is later killed when Dent shoots him in the head with a revolver as one of his first actions as Two-Face.

	
Detective Gerard Stephens (Keith Szarabajka[image: External link]), an honest police detective, if not aversed in the field of police brutality. He assists in faking Gordon's death, and is later seen guarding the Joker in an interrogation room, informing the Joker that he has been a cop long enough to distinguish between punks who commit crimes for kicks and the sick animals like the Joker who enjoy it, although he's tricked into attacking the Joker, who holds him hostage temporarily during his escape from custody.
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 The Dark Knight Rises (2012 film)





	

	
Officer/Detective John Blake (Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]), an earnest beat cop who was promoted by James Gordon after being attacked by Bane's forces. Originally, an orphan, he had deduced Batman's true identity as Bruce Wayne and befriended him before the attack on Gotham. After Batman "sacrifices himself" to destroy a neutron bomb, John Blake (whose real first name is Robin[image: External link]), is seen entering the Batcave[image: External link].

	
Deputy Commissioner Peter Foley (Matthew Modine[image: External link]), second-in-command and close friend to Gordon. Foley is shown as being quite ambitious and initially doesn't believe an injured Gordon's assertions about Bane raising an army underneath the streets of Gotham. He is eager to capture Batman, something he believes Gordon was never capable of, even when Bane is the more immediate and obvious target, to the point that he inadvertently lets Bane escape when Batman crashes the police pursuit following Bane's robbery of the stock exchange. He is one of the few officers who was not trapped underground after Bane triggered multiple explosions in the underground tunnels. Though initially aiding Gordon and other members of the resistance, Foley later refuses to take part in the final push against Bane's forces, fearing for his own safety. However, he relents and joins in the riot between the cops and Bane[image: External link]'s army. Foley manages to kill Bane's lieutenant, Barsad, with a submachine gun, but is then killed by automatic fire from Talia's escaping Tumbler.

	
Officer Tyler Ross (Reggie Lee[image: External link]), Blake's patrol partner who is trapped underground after the explosion in the sewers, and communicates with Blake during the revolution by passing notes through a sewer grate. He is shot dead by a League of Shadows mercenary when Blake is trying to pull him out of a sewer manhole cover.
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 Others
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  Batman[image: External link] (1960s TV show)





	

	
Chief O'Hara[image: External link], played by Stafford Repp[image: External link].
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 Batman (1989 film)





	

	
Lieutenant Max Eckhardt[image: External link], played by William Hootkins[image: External link]. A corrupt cop echoing some of the Pre-Crisis[image: External link] aspects of Harvey Bullock.
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 Batman: Mystery of the Batwoman (2003 direct-to-video animated film)





	

	
Detective Sonia Alcana - Actress Elisa Gabrielli[image: External link] provides her voice in the feature; she is Harvey Bullock's partner in the film. While investigating the identity of the new vigilante Batwoman[image: External link], Alcana is one of Batman's suspects. Batman rescued Alcana once from a fire set by Rupert Thorne[image: External link]'s men nine years prior of the film. Sonia was actually one of the three women that operated at Batwoman alongside Dr. Roxanne Ballantine (whose fiancé was framed for a crime by Penguin) and Kathleen Duquesne (who wanted to end the criminal career of her father Carlton Duquesne). She later resigns upon claiming to be the only one that worked as Batwoman in order to protect the reputation of the Gotham City Police department
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 The Batman[image: External link] (TV series from 2004–2008)





	

	
Chief Angel Rojas — Edward James Olmos[image: External link] and Jesse Corti[image: External link] provide his voice for this show with Edward James Olmos voicing him in the first appearance and Jesse Corti later voicing him in later appearances. For Chief Rojas, The Batman is nothing less than a black eye to his police force. Believing there is no room for vigilante justice in Gotham, Rojas has made capturing the Dark Knight a top priority.

	
Detective Ellen Yin[image: External link] — Ming-Na[image: External link] provides her voice in this show. Given her name and the events of the episode, "Artifacts", she could be a loose adaptation of Ellen Yindel from Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link].

	
Detective Ethan Bennett[image: External link] — He is a childhood friend of Bruce Wayne's. Due to a chemical created by the Joker, he becomes the first Clayface for this series. Steve Harris[image: External link] provides his voice.

	
Detective Cash Tankinson[image: External link] - He is a bumbling detective who was Yin's partner for the episode "JTV" and returned in the episode "Cash for Toys" as Bruce Wayne's personal bodyguard after he was targeted by Cosmo Krank. He is voiced by Patrick Warburton[image: External link].
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 Beware the Batman (2013-Present)





	

	
Commissioner Correa - He was the police commissioner of the Gotham City Police Department until he was killed by two ninjas of the League of Assassins upon not giving in to Ra's al Ghul's demands. Due to his death, James Gordon was sworn in as the new police commissioner. Voiced by Carlos Ferro[image: External link].

	
Officer Dombrowski - A police officer that worked for the Gotham City Police Department. Voiced by James Arnold Taylor[image: External link].

	
Officer O'Brien - A police officer that worked for the Gotham City Police Department. Voiced by Michael Patrick McGill.

	
Officer Rodriguez - A police officer that worked for the Gotham City Police Department. Voiced by Carlos Ferro[image: External link].

	
Detective Marcie Brown - A police detective that worked for the Gotham City Police Department. Voiced by Tara Strong[image: External link].
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 See also





	Batman: GCPD - Gotham City Police Department[image: External link]

	Gotham Central[image: External link]
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Nielsen Ratings






Nielsen ratings are the audience measurement[image: External link] systems developed by Robert F. Elder and Louis F. Woodruff and sold to Nielsen Company[image: External link] in an effort to determine the audience[image: External link] size and composition of television programming[image: External link] in the United States. Nielsen Media Research[image: External link] was founded by Arthur C. Nielsen[image: External link], a market analyst whose career had begun in the 1920s with brand advertising analysis and had expanded into radio market analysis during the 1930s, culminating in Nielsen ratings of radio programming, which was meant to provide statistics as to the markets of radio shows. The first Nielsen ratings for radio programs were released the first week of December 1947. They measured the top 20 programs in four areas: total audience, average audience, cumulative audience and homes per dollar spent for time and talent.[1]

In 1950, Nielsen moved to television, developing a ratings system using the methods he and his company had developed for radio. That method has since become the primary source of audience measurement information in the television industry around the world.



TOP
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 Measuring ratings




Nielsen television ratings are gathered in one of two ways:


	Viewer "diaries", in which a target audience self-records its viewing or listening habits. By targeting various demographics[image: External link], the assembled statistical models provide a rendering of the audiences of any given show, network, and programming hour.

	A more technologically sophisticated system uses Set Meters, which are small devices connected to televisions in selected homes. These devices gather the viewing habits[image: External link] of the home and transmit the information nightly to Nielsen through a "Home Unit" connected to a phone line. The technology-based home unit system is meant to allow market researchers to study television viewing habits on a minute to minute basis, seeing the exact moment viewers change channels or turn off their television set. In addition to set meters, individual viewer reporting devices, such as people meters[image: External link], have allowed the company to separate household viewing information into various demographic groups, but so far Nielsen has refused to change its distribution of data of ethnic groups into subgroups[clarification needed[image: External link]], which could give more targeted information to networks and advertisers.



Changing systems of viewing have impacted Nielsen's methods of market research. In 2005, Nielsen began measuring the usage of digital video recording devices such as TiVo[image: External link]. Initial results indicated that time-shifted viewing will have a significant impact on television ratings. A year later, the networks were not yet figuring these new results into their ad rates because of the resistance of advertisers.[2]
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 Ratings/share and total viewers




The most commonly cited Nielsen results are reported in two measurements: ratings points and share, usually reported as: "ratings points/share". As of 2013, there were an estimated 115.6 million television households in the United States, up 1.2% from the previous year because of the inclusion of televisions that receive content over the Internet. A single national ratings point represents 1% of the total number, or 1,156,000 households for the 2013–14 season.[3] Nielsen re-estimates the number of television-equipped households each August for the upcoming television season.

Share is the percentage of television sets in use that are tuned to the program. For example, Nielsen may report a show as receiving a 9.2/15 during its broadcast; this would mean that out of all television-equipped households, 9.2% were tuned in to that program, and out of all television-equipped households with a television currently in use, 15% were tuned in to that program.[4]

Because ratings are based on samples, it is possible for shows to get a 0.0 rating, despite having an audience; the CNBC[image: External link] talk show McEnroe[image: External link] was one notable example.[5] Another example is The CW[image: External link] show, CW Now[image: External link], which received two 0.0 ratings in the same season. In 2014, Nielsen reported that American viewership of live-television (totaling on average four hours and 32 minutes per day) had dropped 12 minutes per day compared to the year before. Nielsen reported several reasons for the shift away from live-television: increased viewership of time-shifted television (mainly through DVRs) and viewership of internet video (clips from video sharing websites and streams of full-length television shows).[6]
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 Demographics




Nielsen Media Research also provides statistics on specific demographics as advertising rates are influenced by such factors as age, gender, race, economic class, and area. Younger viewers are considered more attractive for many products, whereas in some cases older and wealthier audiences are desired, or female audiences are desired over males.

In general, the number of viewers within the 18–49 age range is more important than the total number of viewers.[7][8] According to Advertising Age[image: External link], during the 2007–08 season, ABC[image: External link] was able to charge $419,000 per commercial sold during its medical drama Grey's Anatomy[image: External link], compared to only $248,000 for a commercial during CBS[image: External link]' CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link], despite CSI having almost five million more viewers on average.[9] Because of its strength in young "demos" (demographic groups), NBC was able to charge almost three times as much for a commercial during Friends[image: External link] as CBS charged for Murder, She Wrote[image: External link], even though the two series had a similar amount of total viewership during the two seasons they were on the air concurrently.[7] Glee[image: External link] (on Fox[image: External link]) and The Office[image: External link] (on NBC) drew fewer total viewers than NCIS[image: External link] (on CBS) during the 2009–10 season, but earned an average of $272,694 and $213,617 respectively, compared to $150,708 for NCIS.[10]
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 Commercial ratings




Nielsen also provides viewership data calculated as the average viewership for only the commercial time within the program. These "Commercial Ratings" first became available on May 31, 2007. Additionally, Nielsen provides different "streams" of this data in order to take into consideration delayed viewing (DVR) data, at any interval up to seven days.[11] C3 was the metric launched in 2007, and refers to the ratings for average commercial minutes in live programming plus total playback by digital video recorder out to three days after.[12] By the end of 2012, some television executives wanted to see C7, ratings for live plus seven days, with CBS Corporation[image: External link] chief executive officer[image: External link] Les Moonves[image: External link] making the claim C7 made ratings increase by 30%.[13]
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 Sweeps




"Sweeps" redirects here. For other uses, see Sweeps (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Electronic metering technology is the heart of the Nielsen ratings process. Two types of meters are used: set meters capture what channel is being tuned, while People Meters go a step further and gather information about who is watching the channel at that time.

Diaries are also used to collect viewing information from sample homes in many television markets in the United States, and smaller markets are measured by paper diaries only.[citation needed[image: External link]] Each year, Nielsen processes approximately two million paper diaries from households across the country,[14] for the months of November, February, May and July—also known as the "sweeps" rating periods.[15] The term "sweeps" dates from 1954, when Nielsen collected diaries from households in the Eastern United States[image: External link] first; from there they would "sweep" west.[16] Seven-day diaries (or eight-day diaries in homes with DVRs) are mailed to homes to keep a tally of what is watched on each television set and by whom. Over the course of a sweeps period, diaries are mailed to a new panel of homes each week. At the end of the month, all of the viewing data from the individual weeks is aggregated.

This local viewing information provides a basis for program scheduling and advertising decisions for local television stations, cable systems, and advertisers. Typically, the November, February and May sweeps are considered more important; nevertheless, the July sweeps can have local impact in regard to personnel.[15]

In some of the mid-size markets, diaries provide viewer information for up to two additional "sweeps" months (October and January).


	


	Nielsen sweeps periods



	Season
	November
	February
	May
	July



	2016–2017
	October 27 – November 23, 2016
	February 2 – March 1, 2017[17]
	April 27 – May 24, 2017
	June 29 – July 26, 2017



	2017–2018
	October 26 – November 22, 2017
	February 1–28, 2018
	April 26 – May 23, 2018
	June 28 – July 25, 2018



	2018–2019
	October 25 – November 21, 2018
	January 31 – February 27, 2019
	April 25 – May 22, 2019
	June 27 – July 24, 2019



	2019–2020
	October 31 – November 27, 2019
	January 30 – February 26, 2020
	April 23 – May 20, 2020
	June 25 – July 22, 2020
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 Criticism of ratings systems




There is some public critique regarding accuracy and potential bias within Nielsen's rating system, including some concerns that the Nielsen ratings system is rapidly becoming outdated because of new technology like smartphones[image: External link], DVRs, tablet computers[image: External link] and Internet[image: External link] streaming services as preferred or alternative methods for television viewing. In June 2006, however, Nielsen announced a plan to revamp its entire methodology to include all types of media viewing in its sample.[18]

Since viewers are aware of being part of the Nielsen sample, it can lead to response bias[image: External link] in recording and viewing habits. Audience counts gathered by the self-reporting diary methodology are sometimes higher than those gathered by the electronic meters which eliminate any response bias. This trend seems to be more common for news programming and popular prime time programs.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, daytime and late night viewing tends to be under-reported by the diary.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

Another criticism of the measuring system itself is that it fails the most important criterion of a sample: it is not random in the statistical sense of the word. A small fraction of the population is selected and only those that actually accept are used as the sample size. In many local areas during the 1990s, the difference between a rating that kept a show on the air and one that would cancel it was so small as to be statistically insignificant, and yet the show that just happened to get the higher rating would survive.[19] In addition, the Nielsen ratings encouraged a strong push for demographic measurements. This caused problems with households that had multiple television sets or households where viewers would enter the simpler codes (usually their child's) raising serious questions to the quality of the demographic data.[19] The situation further deteriorated as the popularity of cable television expanded the number of viewable networks to the point that the margin of error[image: External link] has increased, because the sampling sizes are too small.[19][20][21] Compounding matters is the fact that of the sample data that is collected, advertisers will not pay for time shifted[image: External link] programs (those that are recorded for replay at a different time),[22] rendering the "raw" numbers useless from a statistical point of view. Even in 2013, it was noted that Internet streams of television programs were still not counted because they had either no ads (such as Netflix[image: External link]) or totally different advertising (such as Hulu[image: External link]) than their television counterparts, effectively skewing the raw data on how popular a show really is.[23]

A related criticism of the Nielsen ratings system is its lack of a system for measuring television audiences in environments outside the home, such as college dormitories[image: External link], transport terminals, bars[image: External link], jails[image: External link] and other public places where television is frequently viewed, often by large numbers of people in a common setting. In 2005, Nielsen announced plans to incorporate viewing by away-from-home college students into its sample. Internet television viewing is another rapidly growing market for which Nielsen ratings fail to account for viewers. iTunes[image: External link], Hulu, YouTube[image: External link], and some of the networks' own websites (such as ABC.com and CBS.com) provide full-length web-based programming, either subscription-based or ad-supported. Though web sites can already track popularity of a site and the referring page[image: External link], they cannot track viewer demographics. To both track this and expand their market research[image: External link] offerings, Nielsen purchased NetRatings in 2007.[24] However, as noted in a February 2012 New York Times[image: External link] article, the computer and mobile streams of a program are counted separately from the standard television broadcasts, further degrading the overall quality of the sampling data. As a result, there was no way for NBC to tell if there was any overlap between the roughly 111.3 million traditional television viewers and 2.1 million live stream viewers of Super Bowl XLVII[image: External link].[25]

Responding to the criticism regarding accusations by several media executives (including Viacom[image: External link] CEO Phillippe Dauman and former Fox Entertainment Group[image: External link] chief operating officer[image: External link] Chase Carey[image: External link]) that it failed to count viewers watching television programs on digital platforms, Nielsen executive vice president of global product leadership Megan Clarken stated in an April 2015 summit by the Coalition for Innovative Media Measurement that the company is able to count digital viewers in audience and demographic reports, but are unable to do so under the current set of rules devised by networks and advertising industries last revised in 2006. As such, Nielsen can only count viewership for television-originated broadcasts, and must exclude viewers who watch programs on digital platforms if the program does not have an identical advertising load or a linear watermark[image: External link].[26]

After Nielsen took over the contract for producing data on Irish advertising in 2009, agencies said that they were "disastrous" and claimed that the information produced by them is too inaccurate to be trusted by them or their clients.[27]

In 2004, News Corporation[image: External link] retained the services of public relations[image: External link] firm Glover Park to launch a campaign aimed at delaying Nielsen's plan to replace its aging household electronic data collection methodology in larger local markets with its newer electronic People Meter system. The advocates in the public relations campaign charged that data derived from the newer People Meter system represented a bias toward underreporting minority viewing, which could lead to a de facto discrimination in employment against minority actors and writers. However, Nielsen countered the campaign by revealing its sample composition counts. According to Nielsen Media Research's sample composition counts, as of November 2004, nationwide, African American[image: External link] households using People Meters represented 6.7% of the Nielsen sample, compared to 6.0% in the general population. Latino[image: External link] households represent 5.7% of the Nielsen sample, compared to 5.0% in the general population. By October 2006, News Corporation and Nielsen settled, with Nielsen agreeing to spend an additional $50 million to ensure that minority viewing was not being underreported by the new electronic people meter system.[28]

In 2011, CBS and Nielsen proposed a model consisting of six viewer segments which according to their empirical research are more relevant for advertisers than older models based on gender and age. The segments are based on user behavior, motivations, and psychographics[image: External link]. It is argued that the model can increase reaching the desired audience as well as message recall and advertisement likeability.[29]
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 Top-rated programs in the U.S.




Main article: List of most watched television broadcasts[image: External link]


The table below lists television shows in the USA with the highest average household Nielsen rating for each television season.[30][31][32][33][34]

     The program with the all-time highest average rating is in bold text

     Sports programs have italicized rating numbers

     Two or more programs tie for highest average Nielsen rating in the same season

     The program with the all-time longest winning streak in Nielsen ratings based on number of consecutive seasons



	Season
	Program
	Network
	Rating



	1950–1951[image: External link]
	Texaco Star Theater[image: External link]
	
NBC[image: External link]


	61.6



	1951–1952[image: External link]
	Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts[image: External link]
	
CBS[image: External link]


	53.8



	1952–1953[image: External link]
	I Love Lucy[image: External link]
	67.3



	1953–1954[image: External link]
	58.8



	1954–1955[image: External link]
	49.3



	1955–1956[image: External link]
	The $64,000 Question[image: External link]
	47.5



	1956–1957[image: External link]
	I Love Lucy
	43.7



	1957–1958[image: External link]
	Gunsmoke[image: External link]
	43.1



	1958–1959[image: External link]
	39.6



	1959–1960[image: External link]
	40.3



	1960–1961[image: External link]
	37.3



	1961–1962[image: External link]
	Wagon Train[image: External link]
	
NBC


	32.1



	1962–1963[image: External link]
	The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link]
	
CBS


	36.0



	1963–1964[image: External link]
	39.1



	1964–1965[image: External link]
	Bonanza[image: External link]
	
NBC


	36.3



	1965–1966[image: External link]
	31.8



	1966–1967[image: External link]
	29.1



	1967–1968[image: External link]
	The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link]
	
CBS


	27.6



	1968–1969[image: External link]
	Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In[image: External link]
	
NBC


	31.8



	1969–1970[image: External link]
	26.3



	1970–1971[image: External link]
	Marcus Welby, M.D.[image: External link]
	
ABC[image: External link]


	29.6



	1971–1972[image: External link]
	All in the Family[image: External link]
	
CBS


	34.0



	1972–1973[image: External link]
	33.3



	1973–1974[image: External link]
	31.2



	1974–1975[image: External link]
	30.2



	1975–1976[image: External link]
	30.1



	1976–1977[image: External link]
	Happy Days[image: External link]
	
ABC


	31.5



	1977–1978[image: External link]
	Laverne & Shirley[image: External link]
	31.6



	1978–1979[image: External link]
	30.5



	1979–1980[image: External link]
	60 Minutes[image: External link]
	
CBS


	28.4



	1980–1981[image: External link]
	Dallas[image: External link]
	34.5



	1981–1982[image: External link]
	28.4



	1982–1983[image: External link]
	60 Minutes
	25.5



	1983–1984[image: External link]
	Dallas
	25.7



	1984–1985[image: External link]
	Dynasty[image: External link]
	
ABC


	25.0



	1985–1986[image: External link]
	The Cosby Show[image: External link]
	
NBC


	33.7



	1986–1987[image: External link]
	34.9



	1987–1988[image: External link]
	27.8



	1988–1989[image: External link]
	25.6



	1989–1990[image: External link]
	The Cosby Show

Roseanne[image: External link]
	23.1



	
NBC/ABC





	1990–1991[image: External link]
	Cheers[image: External link]
	
NBC


	21.3



	1991–1992[image: External link]
	60 Minutes
	
CBS


	21.9



	1992–1993[image: External link]



	1993–1994[image: External link]
	20.9



	1994–1995[image: External link]
	Seinfeld[image: External link]
	
NBC


	20.6



	1995–1996[image: External link]
	ER[image: External link]
	22.0



	1996–1997[image: External link]
	21.2



	1997–1998[image: External link]
	Seinfeld
	21.7



	1998–1999[image: External link]
	ER
	17.8



	1999–2000[image: External link]
	Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link] — Tuesdays
	
ABC


	18.6



	2000–2001[image: External link]
	Survivor: The Australian Outback[image: External link]
	
CBS


	17.4



	2001–2002[image: External link]
	Friends[image: External link]
	
NBC


	15.0



	2002–2003[image: External link]
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	
CBS


	16.3



	2003–2004[image: External link]
	15.9



	2004–2005[image: External link]
	16.5



	2005–2006[image: External link]
	American Idol[image: External link] — Tuesday
	
Fox[image: External link]


	17.6



	2006–2007[image: External link]
	American Idol — Wednesday
	17.3



	2007–2008[image: External link]
	American Idol — Tuesday
	16.1



	2008–2009[image: External link]
	American Idol — Wednesday
	15.1



	2009–2010[image: External link]
	American Idol — Tuesday
	13.7



	2010–2011[image: External link]
	American Idol — Wednesday
	14.5



	2011–2012[image: External link]
	Sunday Night Football[image: External link]
	
NBC


	12.4



	2012–2013[image: External link]
	NCIS[image: External link]
	
CBS


	13.5



	2013–2014[image: External link]
	Sunday Night Football

NCIS
	
NBC


	12.6



	
CBS





	2014–2015[image: External link]
	Sunday Night Football
	
NBC


	12.3



	2015–2016[image: External link]
	NCIS
	
CBS


	12.8




Television Network ratings by year (total viewership, exclusive of demographics)



	Total View Rank
	Network
	2015 views[35]
	2014 views[35]



	#1
	CBS[image: External link]
	9,419,000
	9,375,000



	#2
	NBC[image: External link]
	7,757,000
	8,264,000



	#3
	ABC[image: External link]
	6,894,000
	6,838,000



	#4
	FOX[image: External link]
	5,198,000
	5,973,000
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	Audience measurement[image: External link]

	C. E. Hooper[image: External link]

	Crossley ratings[image: External link]

	Nielsen Audio[image: External link]
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Pilot (Gotham)






"Pilot" is the first episode of the television series Gotham. It premiered on FOX[image: External link] on September 22, 2014 and was written by series developer Bruno Heller[image: External link] and directed by Danny Cannon. The episode, and the series as a whole, are based on characters appearing in and published by DC Comics in the Batman franchise, primarily those of James Gordon and Bruce Wayne. FOX gave the pilot a straight-to-series order with an order of 16 episodes.[1]

The pilot was watched by 8.21 million viewers, a strong number and received generally positive reviews for its acting and plot, but received criticism for its pace and subplots.
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 Plot




Selina Kyle (Camren Bicondova[image: External link]) is prowling through Gotham City[image: External link]. After robbing milk and pick-pocketing, she flees to an alley and hides in a fire escape. She watches Thomas (Grayson McCouch) and Martha Wayne (Brette Taylor) with their son Bruce (David Mazouz[image: External link]) walking through the alley. An unknown assailant approaches them, demanding their possessions and then shooting Thomas and Martha, leaving Bruce shocked in front of his parents' bodies while Selina watches.

Rookie detective James "Jim" Gordon (Ben McKenzie[image: External link]) and his partner, Harvey Bullock (Donal Logue[image: External link]) are sent to investigate the crime scene. Gordon talks with Bruce and promises to capture the killer when the Waynes' butler, Alfred Pennyworth (Sean Pertwee[image: External link]) arrives for Bruce. When they have no clues, they go to see Fish Mooney (Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link]), an underling of Mafia Don Carmine Falcone (John Doman[image: External link]) but they receive no information.

The next day, Bullock calls Gordon as he got a lead in the case. The suspect, Mario Pepper (Daniel Stewart Sherman) flees from the apartment and nearly kills Gordon when Bullock shoots him, killing him. During an inspection, they find the necklace and are labeled for solving the case. However, a low-level mobster Oswald "Penguin" Cobblepot gives information to Major Crimes Unit investigators Renee Montoya (Victoria Cartagena[image: External link]) and Crispus Allen (Andrew Stewart-Jones[image: External link]) revealing Mooney framed Pepper for the murder. Montoya thinks Gordon and the Police Department (GCPD) are corrupt and plans on bring them down.

Realizing Pepper is innocent, Gordon confronts Mooney, only to be kidnapped. Bullock goes for him, only to be knocked out and both tied by Mooney's bodyguard, Butch Gilzean (Drew Powell[image: External link]). Meanwhile, Mooney confronts Cobblepot and beats him with a baseball bat for being a rat. Gordon and Bullock are saved by Don Falcone, who says Mooney should ask him first to kill a cop. He reveals to Gordon the relationship with Gordon's father and framing Pepper.

To show his adherence to the corruption going on within Gotham City, Gordon is ordered by Falcone to kill Cobblepot in the docks. Gordon fakes Cobblepot's death by throwing him in the ocean, telling him to never come back to Gotham. Gordon visits Bruce in his Manor, revealing Pepper was framed and promising to find the real killer. As he exits Wayne Manor, Selina is seen in the border walls. The episode ends with Cobblepot climbing out of a river and killing a man so he can get his sandwich.
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 Production
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 Development




Bruno Heller[image: External link], a fan of Batman, has been talking to DC Comics Chief Creative Officer[image: External link] Geoff Johns[image: External link] to discuss a potential Batman series. According to Heller, "It opened up a whole world of storytelling that we realized hadn't really been looked at before, which is the world before Batman -- the world of Gotham, young Bruce Wayne, and young James Gordon and the origin stories of the villains".[2]

On September 24, 2013, Fox announced that it had bypassed the traditional pilot phase[image: External link] and placed a straight-to-series order for "Gotham", to be written and executive produced by Heller.[3] "Gotham" received a series order from Fox[image: External link] on May 5, 2014,[4] with the first season reported to consist of 16 episodes, rather than the standard 13 or 22.[1]

Fox's Chairman of Entertainment Kevin Reilly[image: External link] stated, "We were only contractually obligated to order 13, and we ordered 16, because we think that's the way that show, at least in its first iteration, will be very strong to arc to. Could we do more next season? We certainly could, but that’s where we're starting with that one. That show is going to have a very strong, serialized element".[5] Speaking of the project at the 2014 winter TCA[image: External link] press tour, Reilly described the series as "this operatic soap that has a slightly larger-than-life quality. This is not some adjunct companion series. This is the Batman franchise, just backing it up [in chronology]".[6] He later added that the series is separate from any DC film universe.[7]
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 Casting




In January 2014, rumors arose that Donal Logue[image: External link] would portray Gordon in the series. Logue denied these rumors via Twitter.[8] Logue was eventually cast as Harvey Bullock.[9]

In February 2014, Ben McKenzie was cast as James Gordon.[10] In early March 2014, David Mazouz[image: External link] was cast as Bruce Wayne while Camren Bicondova[image: External link] was cast as Selina Kyle.[11] In April 1, 2014, Cory Michael Smith[image: External link] was cast to portray Edward Nygma, the early version of the villain The Riddler[image: External link].[12]

At the 2014 Chicago Comic & Entertainment Expo[image: External link], DC's Jim Cunningham said that Renee Montoya would be a character on the show.[13]
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 Reception
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 Ratings




The pilot was watched by 8.21 million viewers, with a 3.2 rating among 18-49 adults.[14] The results were below expectations of becoming the greatest opener in the 2015 but were still strong numbers. The pilot ranked as Monday night's No. 1 drama, beating NBC[image: External link]'s The Blacklist[image: External link] and new CBS[image: External link] drama Scorpion[image: External link] after three days of delayed viewing.

With Live+7 DVR viewing factored in, the episode had an overall rating of 14.45 million viewers, and a 6.0 in the 18–49 demographic.[15]
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 Critical reception




"Pilot" was well received by critics. The episode received a rating of 70% on the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], with the site's consensus stating: "Though overcrowded with introductions, the Gotham pilot sets the template for an engrossing crime drama with moody atmosphere and likable lead actors".[16]

Matt Fowler of IGN[image: External link] gave the episode a "good" 7.0 out of 10 and wrote in his verdict, "Gotham, from Rome and The Mentalist's Bruno Heller, kicked things off with a basic, somewhat bland, crime story filled with a few too many dog ears. Though I also understand the show's need to sell as many Batman-y elements as it can right out of the gate, considering that it'll never have the big, main ingredient people want. The story-telling almost gets hampered by the brand itself. And the sheer amount of "they all knew each other at one point" coincidences might turn some folks off. Still, Gotham does work when it spins in the opposite direction and strays from what we've become too familiar with. Cobblepot is a delicious wild card, Fish Mooney is a fun addition, and Alfred is joyfully uncouth. David Mazouz's young Bruce is appropriately mature while Camren Bicondova's Selina Kyle hops around rooftops, spying on his trauma. On the flip side, I felt like an "everyman" approach to Gordon would have served that character better than the intensity seen here. The biggest challenge for Gotham just might be whether or not all these relationships, told in long form, will wind up being more effective—or at least as effective—as what other filmmakers were able to achieve with just a few flashbacks".[20]

The A.V. Club[image: External link]'s Oliver Sava gave the episode a "C" grade and wrote, "The chemistry between Bullock and Gordon finally clicks during their last scene together in the pilot, with Logue revealing Bullock’s vulnerability in hopes that Gordon will sacrifice his morals to save them both. This show’s fate ultimately rests in that core relationship between Gordon and Bullock, and the stronger their characters become, the better Gotham will fare".[17]
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Harvey Bullock (comics)






This article is about the DC Comics character. For the TV-movie writer, see Harvey Bullock (writer)[image: External link].

Harvey Bullock is a fictional character appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics, commonly in association with the superhero[image: External link] Batman.[1] The character first appeared in Detective Comics[image: External link] #441 (July 1974) and was created by Archie Goodwin[image: External link] and Howard Chaykin[image: External link].
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 Publication history




Harvey Bullock first appeared in Detective Comics[image: External link] #441 ( 1974[image: External link]) and was created by Archie Goodwin[image: External link] and Howard Chaykin[image: External link] as "Lt. Bullock". In his three-panel first appearance, Bullock was not much developed and became a forgotten character for nearly a decade, until he was brought back and further developed by writer Doug Moench[image: External link]
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