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Victor G. Durham's 'The Submarine Boys' Lightning Cruise. The Young Kings of the Deep' is a thrilling adventure novel that follows the adventures of three young boys as they navigate the high seas in their submarine. The book is written in a fast-paced and suspenseful style that keeps readers on the edge of their seats, making it a page-turner for young adults. Set in the early 1900s, the novel captures the essence of the era's fascination with technology advancement and exploration, especially in the context of naval warfare. Durham's vivid descriptions and attention to detail make the underwater world of submarines come to life, showcasing his ability to create a believable and captivating narrative. Victor G. Durham, a former naval officer, drew inspiration from his own experiences at sea to craft a compelling story that combines elements of adventure, friendship, and courage. His deep understanding of naval tactics and technology shines through in the authenticity of the characters' actions and the accuracy of the submarine operations depicted in the book. I highly recommend 'The Submarine Boys' Lightning Cruise' to readers who enjoy action-packed stories, historical fiction, and tales of exploration and camaraderie.
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A WRITER'S DIARY by Virginia Woolf is a compelling collection of the author's diary entries spanning from 1918 to 1941. Written in a stream-of-consciousness style, the book captures Woolf's inner thoughts, musings, and struggles as a writer, providing a rare glimpse into her creative process and personal life. The entries discuss her opinions on literature, reflections on her own work, and intimate details of her daily routines. The literary context of the book showcases Woolf's unique perspective on the role of the writer in society, highlighting her experimentation with narrative form and her exploration of female subjectivity. Woolf's exquisite prose and keen observations make A WRITER'S DIARY a must-read for fans of modernist literature and aspiring writers alike. Virginia Woolf's own experiences as a novelist, essayist, and feminist thinker undoubtedly informed the depth and complexity of this insightful work, making it a valuable resource for understanding her artistic vision and legacy. I highly recommend A WRITER'S DIARY to anyone interested in delving into the mind of one of the most influential writers of the 20th century.
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In the 'BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection - 22 Children's Books With Complete Original Illustrations', readers are transported to a whimsical world filled with beloved animal characters such as Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddle-Duck, and Squirrel Nutkin. Beatrix Potter's charming tales are presented with vivid illustrations that captivate audiences of all ages. Potter's clear and simple writing style, coupled with her attention to detail in the illustrations, make her stories timeless classics in children's literature. The themes of friendship, nature, and adventure are prevalent throughout the collection, appealing to young readers and sparking their imagination. Beatrix Potter's works continue to engage and delight generations of readers worldwide, making her a renowned figure in children's literature. Her ability to bring anthropomorphic animals to life in her stories reflects her deep connection to the natural world and her passion for storytelling. Readers will find themselves drawn into a mesmerizing realm where animals speak, explore, and learn valuable life lessons. The 'BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection' is highly recommended for readers of all ages who appreciate timeless tales filled with enchantment, humor, and heartwarming moments.
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In 'Excellent Women' by Various, the reader is taken on a journey through the lives of various women in different walks of life, showcasing their strengths and vulnerabilities. The book is written in a subtle yet insightful manner, offering a deep and thought-provoking look into the complexities of female characters. Set in mid-20th century England, the novel captures the societal norms and expectations of the time while simultaneously challenging them through the lens of its female protagonists. Various employs a distinct literary style, incorporating sharp wit and nuanced character development that keeps the reader engaged from beginning to end. The book is considered a classic in feminist literature, offering a unique perspective on the role of women in society. Written by multiple authors, 'Excellent Women' sheds light on the diverse experiences and emotions of women, making it a compelling read for those interested in gender studies and literature enthusiasts alike.
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O. E. Rölvaag's 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' is a seminal work in Norwegian-American literature, exploring the struggles of Norwegian pioneers in the harsh lands of the American frontier. Rölvaag's literary style blends vivid imagery with a deep psychological portrayal of the characters as they confront the natural challenges and isolation of the prairie. The narrative is rich with symbolism and themes of the struggles of immigrant life, making it a compelling read for those interested in pioneer literature and American history. The book is a reflection of the author's own experiences as an immigrant and his deep connection to the hardships faced by early settlers on the prairie. O. E. Rölvaag, born in Norway and immigrated to the United States in 1896, drew upon his personal experiences to write 'Giants in the Earth'. His deep understanding of the immigrant experience and his aim to preserve the history of Norwegian pioneers motivated him to craft this richly detailed saga of survival and endurance on the prairie. I highly recommend 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' to readers interested in the immigrant experience, pioneer life, and the cultural history of the American frontier. Rölvaag's masterful storytelling and nuanced character development make this a timeless classic that continues to resonate with readers today.
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CHAPTER I
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A BIG CLOUD ON THE SUBMARINE HORIZON

"At what time did you say that the 'Pollard' was due to be back, Mr.


Farnum?"



"At two o'clock," replied the owner of the boat-building yard at the
little seaport town of Dunhaven.

"It's within five minutes of that hour, now."

"So it is," nodded the owner of the yard, after briefly consulting his
watch.

For half an hour, or a little longer, a middle aged man, with the world
of business and large affairs imprinted on him, had been walking to and
fro along the shore end of the yard.  In this walk he was accompanied by
his son, a handsome, dark-eyed and dark-haired young fellow of nineteen.
George Melville, the father, was attired very much as any prosperous,
busy man might have been, with a touch of fastidiousness added, but the
son, Don, was dressed and groomed to look just what he wanted to appear
to be, the born young aristocrat.

"Punctuality is one of the cardinal virtues with me, you know," continued
Mr. Melville, impatiently, as he again glanced at his watch.  "I had
hoped to be able to see your submarine boat, the 'Pollard,' this
afternoon."

"And I certainly hope you will be able to," replied Jacob Farnum,
cordially.  This builder, a young man in his thirties, allowed a shade
of uneasiness to flit across his face.

"However, when Don is in command of the boat," continued Mr. Melville,
"things will doubtless be run on a better system.  That is, if we
should decide to invest the money and place Don on board as captain."

"Your son?" inquired Jacob Farnum, with a quick note of astonishment in
his voice.

"Certainly," continued Mr. Melville, in the easy voice of one who is sure
of his ground.  "If my friends and myself decide to invest the required
several hundred thousand dollars in your business, the first step of the
reorganization on a broader basis will be the placing of my son in
command of your boat."

"Hm!" murmured Jacob Farnum.

"Don is wholly fitted for learning the work that I have cut out for him,"
pursued Mr. Melville.  "He has frequently taken command of my steam
yacht, the 'Greyhound,' and my sailing master, Captain Carson, assures
me that Don is not only a splendid sailor, but born to command.  So,
after a little time spent in mastering details, Don will make the ideal
captain for the 'Pollard'."

"I have a very capable young man in charge now," said Mr. Farnum.
"Captain Jack Benson has already done a few things with the boat that
have astonished Naval officers."

"How old is this fellow Benson?" inquired Mr. Melville.

"Sixteen."

"Only sixteen?" queried Mr. Melville, in a voice of amazement.  "Bah!
He is entirely too young to be entrusted with the hopes of such a great
boat-building company as I hope to help you organize.  Don, too, is
quite young, but he has a great deal of capacity and has had a valuable
lot of experience.  As to a boy of sixteen—however, your youth,
Benson, may no doubt be retained aboard as a member of the crew, if
Don likes him.  And now, sir, it's two minutes of two."

With another impatient frown Mr. Melville held his watch out before Mr.
Farnum's eyes.  That younger man hardly saw the dial.  He was looking
past, out beyond the mouth of the little cove or harbor.  As he did so,
Mr. Farnum beheld what, at first, looked like a big ripple spreading
over the placid water.  Then the top of a steel conning tower shot up
into sight.  It was followed by the emergence of the upper hull of a
strange looking cigar-shaped craft.

"Two minutes before the hour, did you say?" asked Jacob Farnum, placidly.
"Well, there's the 'Pollard,' just up from the depths, and gliding in
to anchorage."

Don Melville had strolled away from the pair, but now, at a call from
his father, he turned to watch the oncoming craft, which was none other
than the new submarine torpedo boat, the "Pollard."

The elder Melville was judge enough of boats and of boat-handling to
understand that the submarine was being brought into harbor in a very
clever, seamanlike manner.

"She's still running under electric power, you know," explained Mr.
Farnum.  "The distance is so short that Captain Benson doesn't consider
it worth while to start the gasoline engine."

Now, the boat came to a stop, with a slight reversing of her propellers.
At this moment the manhole cover of the conning tower was raised.  Out
onto the platform deck surrounding the tower Captain Jack Benson nimbly
stepped.  As he took the wheel in the open, the craft glided on with
hardly perceptible motion to a mooring buoy a few yards distant.  Out
hopped another boy, in dark blue naval uniform and visored cap.  This
youth, Eph Somers, ran nimbly forward over the hull.  At just the right
instant Eph bent over, securing the forward tackle to the buoy, then
straightened up, saluting the young captain, as he called:

"Single tackle all fast, sir."

Now, a third boy, in uniform similar to those worn by the other two,
sprang out through the manhole.  Hal Hastings, who had remained behind
to shut off the electric motor, waved his cap to Mr. Farnum.

"Well done, Captain Benson and crew!" shouted Jacob Farnum, heartily,
across the water.

"It won't take you long to be able to beat that performance, I take it,
Don," smiled the elder Melville at his Son.  Don's upper lip curled just
perceptibly.  Jacob Farnum frowned slightly, as he turned his face away.
It would not do to offend George Melville without cause, for that
gentleman was considering the raising of six or seven hundred thousand
dollars of additional working capital for the making of submarine boats.

"We're coming aboard, captain," added Mr. Farnum, shouting between his
hands, across the water.  "Everything ship-shape for inspection?"

"Aye, aye, sir!" Captain Jack responded.

"It was a shame, really, to ask that question," laughed Mr. Farnum,
turning to his companions.  "Benson was all but born aboard a boat, and
he's a genuine old maid for having things aboard in apple-pie order.
His two friends are just like him in that respect."

Upon being signaled two workmen of the yard came hastily down to the
water's edge.  They seated themselves at the oars of a large yawl, while
Mr. Farnum and his guests stepped into the boat.

"Give way, and lay us alongside of the 'Pollard,'" directed the
boatbuilder.

Captain Jack, Hal Hastings and Eph Somers still remained standing at
ease on the platform deck of the submarine craft.  They were but a few
weeks older than when they appeared before the readers of the first
volume in this series, "The Submarine Boys On Duty."  Readers of that
volume are familiar with the story of how Jack Benson and Hal Hastings
appeared in Dunhaven; how they made the acquaintance, first of David
Pollard, the submarine's inventor, and then of Jacob Farnum, the boat's
builder and financial backer.  Readers of the first volume also remember
how Eph Somers appeared unexpectedly on the scene, and just how he
coolly put himself into the submarine picture, securing his place
aboard that wonderful craft.  Those who read the first volume are
familiar with the way in which the boys met and vanquished the savage
hostility of Josh Owen and Dan Jaggers; they remember the desperate
battle, in the ocean's depths, with the crazy boatswain's mate.  They
recall the dashing, laughable prank that Captain Jack played on one of
the big battleships of the Naval maneuvers fleet, and remember the
pretty romance, in which the submarine boys aided greatly, through
which Mr. Farnum secured beautiful Grace Desmond as his bride.  Our
readers who have pored over the pages of the preceding volume, in fact,
will recall all the many adventures through which Jack, Hal and Eph
passed with daring and credit.

All the people in the world move forward—or backward—a bit every
day.  And so, while, our young friends were still aboard the "Pollard,"
and happy, affairs were shaping that might alter the whole current of
their lives, their ambitions and their hopes.  Convinced that he could,
by the use of sufficient energy and capital, equip a larger yard and
sell the United States Government a solid, efficient fleet of submarine
torpedo boats that would constitute a fearful menace on the waves—or
under them—to any foreign foe, Jacob Farnum had now begun to look
about for the necessary capital with which to expand what he believed
to be a highly promising business.

Thus it happened that the two Melvilles now came upon the scene.  The
elder possessed a good deal of spare money, and could influence several
business friends into investing heavily.  It was George Melville's habit
to acquire control, gradually, of any business in which he invested
heavily.  He had wonderful skill in that line of conduct, and combined
much tact with it.  Mr. Melville, going into a new business, and
contributing capital heavily, was accustomed to securing whole control
of the business before his associates quite realized what was happening.

Now, as this capitalist climbed up the side and stood on the platform
deck, looking about him, he began to picture himself as selling a fleet
of such boats—all of them practically his—to the Government.

"Not much of a place, this deck, to stand on and handle a vessel through
rough weather?" he inquired, looking sharply at Mr. Farnum.

"No," admitted the builder, adding with a smile: "Of course, it takes
the cream of our seafaring men to travel in such craft, anyway.  Such
men can stand discomfort and any amount of danger, at need.  Ask Captain
Benson."

Young Captain Jack smiled quietly.  He and his two comrades guessed that
George Melville was one of the capitalists whom Farnum was trying to
interest in the business.

"Let us go below," suggested Mr. Melville.  "Don, use your eyes to good
advantage.  You may have need of all you can learn about such boats."

Don Melville inclined his head, but said nothing.  Farnum led them below.
Captain Jack helped the builder in explaining the general working
details of the boat.  Hal and Eph answered such questions as were put
to them by father or son.

"It's all very interesting," said Mr. Melville, slowly, at last.


"Farnum, let us go up on deck a few minutes.  Don, you might remain below.


I have no doubt there is still much that you want to see."



So Don remained below.  The boys of the submarine's crew, feeling that


Mr. Farnum would want to be alone with his guest, also remained below.



"Do you—er—like this sort of thing, Benson?" asked Don Melville.

"The submarine boat work, you mean?" asked Captain Jack, brightly.  "Why,
it's my life—my very life!"

The glow that came to the cheeks of the young submarine captain bore out
his words fully.  Jack did love this fine craft.  He gloried in having
the command of her, though he never made the weight of his authority
felt by his two comrades, who, indeed, virtually shared in the command.
Captain Benson was especially proud and grateful at the confidence shown
in himself and in his mates in being allowed full charge of the
"Pollard."  Love the life?  It wouldn't be life, for him, without the
"Pollard!"

Don began to ask some further questions about the boat.  His tone was
slightly supercilious.  It was plain to be seen that he looked upon
these daring, tried and proven youngsters as being decidedly his
inferiors.  Yet Jack fought against a growing feeling of irritation,
giving good-humored and attentive answers.

Then Don went over to the little door of a compartment in the wall.


Behind this door was some of the delicate mechanism—invention of


David Pollard—by means of which the compressed air supply was better


regulated than on any other type of submarine craft.



"Why, this place is locked," observed Don.

"Yes," nodded Captain Jack.

"You have the key?"

"I—I believe so."

"Then be good enough to unlock this little door," ordered Don Melville.

"I hope you'll pardon me," said Captain Jack, quickly, yet politely. "It
wouldn't be just the thing for me to do."

"Why not?" Don shot at him, coldly.

"Well—because I've no orders from Mr. Farnum to that effect.
Because—well, behind that little door are a few mechanisms that amount
to about the most important secret about the boat."

"Then you refuse to unlock that little door?" demanded Don, coldly,
trying to disconcert the young captain by a steady, cold look into his
eyes.

"Oh, no; I don't refuse," answered young Benson, in the same cool,
pleasant tone.  "But the order should come from Mr. Farnum.  He's right
overhead.  You can call up to him.  If he says so, then I'll unlock it
with pleasure."

"Benson," retorted Don Melville, again trying to disconcert the young
captain with a stare of cold insolence, "I guess you don't understand
quite who I am."

"If I don't, I shall be glad to be enlightened," laughed Jack, softly.


"Who are you?"



"I'm the son of the man who expects to put a big amount of capital into
this enterprise.  Farnum wants my father to do it."

"Then I hope your father does," nodded Jack Benson, with a look of polite
interest.

"Of course, in that case," pursued Don, "the whole business will be
reorganized."
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