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Translator’s Introduction to Luke


AT A GLANCE


Author: Luke, beloved physician friend and companion to Paul


Audience: Theophilus, and all “lovers of God”


Date: Late-AD 60s, though possibly 70–85


Type of Literature: Ancient historical-biography


Major Themes: Jesus’ person, Jesus’ works, the Kingdom realm, the Christian life, social dimensions, and the Holy Spirit


Outline:


Luke’s Preface — 1:1–4


Jesus’ Birth and childhood — 1:5–2:52


Jesus’ Ministry Preparation — 3:1–4:13


Jesus’ Galilean Ministry — 4:14–9:50


Jesus Heads to Jerusalem — 9:51–19:44


Jesus Teaches in Jerusalem — 19:45–21:38


Jesus’ Suffering and Death — 21:39–23:56


Jesus’ Resurrection and Exaltation — 24:1–24:53


ABOUT LUKE


You are about to read the biography of the wonderful Man Jesus Christ. This glorious gospel was penned by one of his early followers, a physician named Luke. All four Gospels in our New Testament are inspired by God, but Luke’s is unique. I believe that this could be described as the loveliest book ever written.


Luke’s pen was anointed by the Holy Spirit and his book is still read today by the lovers of God, because it is the mercy gospel. It is a book for everybody, for we all need mercy. Luke writes clearly of the humanity of Jesus—as the servant of all and the sacrifice for all. Every barrier is broken down in Luke’s gospel: between Jew and Gentile, men and women, rich and poor. In Luke we see Jesus as the Savior of all who come to him.


Luke, being a physician, learned the need to exhibit compassion and mercy toward others. It comes through in every chapter. Luke’s gospel is perhaps the most compassionate and love-filled account of Jesus’ life ever written.


Luke shares Jesus’ teachings on prayer, forgiveness, and our obligation to demonstrate mercy and grace in dealings with others. Luke provides us with rich details of Jesus’ love of children and the forsaken. Luke writes more about Jesus’ ministry to women than the other gospel authors. This was somewhat controversial in the culture of his day. In fact, Luke uses an alternating narrative of one story about a man and the next story about a woman. Luke begins with the story of Zechariah, then moves to Mary. A focus on Simeon, then on Anna. The Roman centurion, then the widow of Nain. The good Samaritan, then Mary and Martha. This pattern continues throughout his gospel.


A large amount of Luke’s gospel is not found in any other gospel narrative. If we did not have the book of Luke, we wouldn’t know about the stories of the prodigal son, the good Samaritan, the wedding banquet, and other amazing teachings. Only in the book of Luke do we find the stories of the shepherds at Bethlehem, the ten lepers who were healed, the young man from Nain who was raised from the dead, and the dying thief on the cross next to Jesus. How thankful I am for the gospel of Luke!


My heart overflows with the joy of seeing the Word of God being translated with all its passion and fire into contemporary English. Unveiled before your eyes will be the glorious Man, Jesus Christ, and the revelation of his undying love for you. Take all of him into all that you need today and you will not be disappointed.


I present to you, and to every lover of God, the gospel of Luke.


PURPOSE


This world is a far better place because of the revelation Luke shares with us in his gospel. He gives us a full picture of Jesus’ life and ministry, applying scrupulous accuracy to all he wrote to ensure that what we read is factual. In fact, Luke uses the Greek word for “autopsy” (1:2) for investigating with firsthand knowledge those who had seen what Jesus did and heard what Jesus taught.


Dr. Luke performed an “autopsy” on the facts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, tracing them all back to their source to make sure what he compiled was of the highest degree of accuracy. He takes “Theophilus” through Jesus’ entire ministry career to reveal how God worked to show Jesus to be true and the hope of the world. He also shows how God has been faithful to Israel and the promises he’s given her, while inviting the nations to the table of Christ’s love and hope.


AUTHOR AND AUDIENCE


We know little about Luke, the human author of this gospel. He was a companion of the apostle Paul for some of his missionary journeys and was possibly one of Paul’s early converts. Luke was a literary genius and writes with powerful prose. Some believe Luke was possibly the only non-Jewish writer of the New Testament. Others believe that he was a Syrian Jew who took upon himself a Gentile name. It is obvious that he knew firsthand many of the early followers of Jesus, even the apostles who were chosen to preach his name throughout the nations. Near the end of the apostle Paul’s life, when he was facing martyrdom, Paul wrote of his trusted friend, “Only Luke is with me” (2 Timothy 4:11).


The opening line of the gospel indicates Luke wrote to the “most excellent Theophilus.” The name Theophilus means “friend of God” or “lover of God.” The Greek word means “most honorable” or “mightiest.” Some scholars suggest there was no individual named Theophilus mentioned in Luke’s writings. Regardless, Luke’s gospel is a greeting to all the lovers of God. He especially wrote it to non-Jewish lovers of God who may have felt out of place in the originally Jewish movement.


MAJOR THEMES


The Person and Work of Jesus. As you can imagine, a historical biography of Jesus will feature him and his work, front and center! In Luke’s gospel, he is the sent one who is both Lord and Messiah. He is uniquely and intimately connected to God, transcending any portrait of him as simply a human figure and agent. He is also the one who acts, as the promised Messiah anointed by the Spirit to bring in the new era—God’s heavenly kingdom realm to earth. His ultimate act was on behalf of every person on the planet, bearing the sins of the world as he hung on the Roman cross. And in the end, this Lord Messiah was vindicated by the Father through the resurrection and exalted to his right and through the ascension.


The Promised Kingdom Realm. In Jesus Christ, all of God’s promises are fulfilled. Chief among them is God’s promised kingdom realm. God’s kingdom realm is both present and coming. Jesus commands his disciples to proclaim that it has “come near” and is within peoples’ reach in the present. The promises of the last days have begun being fulfilled, and yet those promises haven’t been ultimately fulfilled. The full manifestation of the kingdom realm is still anticipated, when all the hoped-for prophecies of restoration will be realized.


Women and the Poor. Women are a crucial part of Jesus’ story—now and back then. In Luke’s gospel they provide examples of deep piety and devotion. They are both of humble means and wealthy. At every turn women are part of Jesus’ ministry: Elizabeth, Anna, and of course Mary play important roles in his infancy; women are healed, comforted, and forgiven in Galilee; on the way to Jerusalem, we meet Mary and Martha; and during Christ’s most desperate hour, women weep at his feet, stand with him faithfully; finally, they receive the first revelation of Jesus’ resurrection. Then there are the poor. Throughout Luke, the poor receive special attention, too, showing that God deliberately reaches out to those whom society casts away. He makes clear the good news of Jesus and his love is for people like them, which means the gospel truly is for everybody!


The Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit plays a major role in Luke’s gospel, where he is referenced nearly twenty times. The Spirit is the driving force in the picture Luke paints of God’s coming salvation. He is the architect, the maestro guiding and energizing the events that transpire through the life of Jesus. We find him present from the very beginning with his conception and birth on to Christ’s baptism in the Spirit and through to his powerful miracle ministry. One of the most important texts in all the gospels is Luke 3:15–16, where John says one “more powerful” than he would come baptizing with “the Holy Spirit and fire.” This Spirit of Fire is the sign and seal of the new era of the Messiah, come to rescue and re-create the world!


A WORD ABOUT THE PASSION TRANSLATION


The message of God’s story is timeless; the Word of God doesn’t change. But the methods by which that story is communicated should be timely; the vessels that steward God’s Word can and should change.


One of those timely methods and vessels is Bible translations. Bible translations are both a gift and a problem. They give us the words God spoke through his servants, but words can become very poor containers for revelation—they leak! Over time the words change from one generation to the next. Meaning is influenced by culture, background, and many other details. You can imagine how differently the Hebrew authors of the Old Testament saw the world thousands of years ago!


There is no such thing as a truly literal translation of the Bible, for there is not an equivalent language that perfectly conveys the meaning of the biblical text except as it is understood in its original cultural and linguistic setting. Therefore, a translation can be a problem. The problem, however, is solved when we seek to transfer meaning, and not merely words, from the original text to the receptor language.


The Passion Translation is an effort to re-introduce the passion and fire of the Bible to the English reader. It doesn’t merely convey the original, literal meaning of words. It expresses God’s passion for people and his world by translating the original, life-changing message of God’s Word for modern readers.


God longs to have his Word expressed in every language in a way that would unlock the passion of his heart. Our goal is to trigger inside every English speaker an overwhelming response to the truth of the Bible. This is a heart-level translation, from the passion of God’s heart to the passion of your heart.


We pray and trust this version of God’s Word will kindle in you a burning, passionate desire for him and his heart, while impacting the church for years to come!




One


1–4Dear friend,


I am writing for you, mighty lover of God,a an orderly account of what Jesus, the Anointed One, accomplished and fulfilled among us. Several eyewitness biographies have already been written,b using as their source material the good news preached among us by his early disciples, who became loving servants of the Living Expression.c But now I am passing on to you this accurate compilation of my own meticulous investigationd based on numerous eyewitness interviews and thorough research of the story of his life. It is appropriate for me to write this, for he also appeared to mee so that I would reassure you beyond any shadow of a doubt the reliability of all you have been taught of him.


The Birth of the Prophet John


5During the reign of King Herod the Great over Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariahf who served in the temple as part of the priestly order of Abijah.g His wife, Elizabeth, was also from a family of priests, being a direct descendant of Aaron. 6They were both lovers of God, living virtuously and following the commandments of the Lord fully. 7But they were childless since Elizabeth was barren, and now they both were quite old.


8–9One day, while Zechariah’s priestly order was on duty and he was serving as priest, it happened by the casting of lots (according to the custom of the priesthood) that the honor fell upon Zechariah to enter into the Holy Placeh and burn incense before the Lord. 10A large crowd of worshipers had gathered to pray outside the temple at the hour when incense was being offered. 11All at once an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing just to the right of the altar of incense.i


12Zechariah was startled and overwhelmed with fear. 13But the angel reassured him, saying, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God is showing grace to you.j For I have come to tell you that your prayerk for a child has been answered. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son and you are to name him John. 14His birth will bring you much joy and gladness. Many will rejoice because of him. 15He will be one of the great ones in the sight of God. He will drink no wine or strong drink,l but he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even while still in his mother’s womb. 16And he will persuade many in Israel to convert and turn back to the Lord their God. 17He will go before the Lord as a forerunner, with the same power and anointingm as Elijah the prophet. He will be instrumental in turning the hearts of the fathers in tenderness back to their children and the hearts of the disobedient back to the wisdom of their righteous fathers. And he will prepare a united peoplen who are ready for the Lord’s appearing.”


18Zechariah asked the angel, “How do you expect me to believe this? I’m an old man and my wife is too old to give me a child. What sign can you give me to prove this will happen?”o


19Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel.p I stand beside God himself. He has sent me to you to announce this good news. 20But now, since you did not believe my words, you will be stricken silent and unable to speakq until the day my words have been fulfilled at their appointed time and a child is born to you. That will be your sign!”r


21Meanwhile, the crowds outside kept expecting him to come out. They were amazed over Zechariah’s delay,s wondering what could have happened inside the sanctuary. 22When he finally did come out, he tried to talk, but he couldn’t speak a word, and they realized from his gestures that he had seen a vision while in the Holy Place. 23He remained mute as he finished his days of priestly ministry in the temple and then went back to his own home. 24Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into seclusion for the next five months. 25She said with joy, “See how kind it is of God to gaze upon met and take away the disgrace of my barrenness!”


Angelic Prophecy of Jesus’ Birth


26–27During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent from God’s presence to an unmarried girlu named Mary, living in Nazareth, a village in Galilee.v She was engagedw to a man named Joseph, a true descendant of King David. 28Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Grace to you, young woman, for the Lord is with youx and so you are anointed with great favor.”


29Mary was deeply troubled over the words of the angel and bewildered over what this may mean for her. 30But the angel reassured her, saying, “Do not yield to your fear, Mary, for the Lord has found delight in you and has chosen to surprise you with a wonderful gift. 31You will become pregnant with a baby boy, and you are to name him Jesus. 32He will be supremey and will be known as the Son of the Highest. And the Lord God will enthrone him as King on his ancestor David’s throne. 33He will reign as King of Israelz forever, and his reign will have no limit.”


34Mary said, “But how could this happen? I am still a virgin!”


35Gabriel answered, “The Spirit of Holiness will fall upon you and the almighty God will spread his shadow of power over you in a cloud of glory!aa This is why the child born to you will be holy,ab and he will be called the Son of God. 36What’s more, your aged aunt,ac Elizabeth, has also become pregnant with a son. The ‘barren one’ is now in her sixth month. 37Not one promise from God is empty of power, for nothing is impossible with God!”ad


38Then Mary responded, saying, “This is amazing! I will be a mother for the Lord!ae As his servant, I accept whatever he has for me. May everything you have told me come to pass.” And the angel left her.


Elizabeth’s Prophecy to Mary


39Afterward, Mary arose and hurried off to the hill country of Judea, to the village where Zechariah and Elizabeth lived. 40Arriving at their home, Mary entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41At the moment she heard Mary’s voice, the babyaf within Elizabeth’s womb jumped and kicked. And suddenly, Elizabeth was filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit! 42With a loud voice she prophesied with power:ag


“Mary! You are a woman given the highest favor


and privilege above all others.


For your childah is destined to bring God great delight.


43How did I deserve such a remarkable honor


to have the mother of my Lordai come and visit me?


44The moment you came in the door and greeted me,


my baby danced inside me with ecstatic joy!


45Great favor is upon you, for you have believed


every word spoken to you from the Lord.”


Mary’s Prophetic Song


46And Mary sang this song:


“My soul is ecstatic, overflowing with praises to God!


47My spirit bursts with joy over my life-giving God!aj


48For he set his tender gaze upon me, his lowly servant girl.ak


And from here on, everyone will know


that I have been favored and blessed.


49The Mighty One has worked a mighty miracle for me;


holy is his name!


50Mercy kisses all his godly lovers,


from one generation to the next.al


51Mighty power flows from him


to scatter all those who walk in pride.


52Powerful princes he tears from their thrones


and he lifts up the lowly to take their place.am


53Those who hunger for him will always be filled,an


but the smug and self-satisfied he will send away empty.


54Because he can never forget to show mercy,


he has helped his chosen servant, Israel,


55Keeping his promises to Abrahamao


and to his descendants forever.”


56Before going home, Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months.ap


The Birth of the Prophet John


57When Elizabeth’s pregnancy was full term, she gave birth to a son. 58All her family, friends, and neighbors heard about it, and they too were overjoyed, for they realized that the Lord had showered such wonderful mercy upon her.


59When the baby was eight days old, according to their custom, all the family and friends came together for the circumcision ceremony.aq Everyone was convinced that the parents would name the baby Zechariah, after his father. 60But Elizabeth spoke up and said, “No, he has to be named John!”


61“What?” they exclaimed. “No one in your family line has that name!”


62So they gestured to the baby’s father to ask what to name the child. 63After motioning for a writing tablet, in amazement of all, he wrote, “His name is John.”ar


64Instantly Zechariah could speak again. And his first words were praises to the Lord.


65The fear of God then fell on the people of their village, and the news of this astounding event traveled throughout the hill country of Judea. Everyone was in awe over it! 66All who heard this news were astonished and wondered, “If a miracle brought his birth,as what on earth will this child become? Clearly, God’s presence is upon this child in a powerful way!”


Zechariah’s Prophecy


67Then Zechariah was filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit and he prophesied, saying:


68“Praise be to the exalted Lord God of Israel,


for he has seen us through eyes of grace,


and he comes as our Hero-God to set us free!


69He appears to us as a mighty Savior,


a trumpet of redemptionat from the house of David, his servant,


70Just as he promised long ago


by the words of his holy prophets.


71They prophesied he would come one day and save us


from every one of our enemies


and from the power of those who hate us.au


72Now he has shown us the mercy promised to our ancestors,


for he has remembered his holy covenant.av


73–75He has rescued us from the power of our enemies!


This fulfills the sacred oath he made with our father Abraham.


Now we can boldly worshipaw God with holy lives,


living in purity as priests ax in his presence every day!


76And to you I prophesy, my little son,


you will be known as the prophet of the glorious God.


For you will be a forerunner,


going before the face of the Master, Yahweh,ay


to prepare hearts to embrace his ways.az


77You will preach to his people the revelation of salvation life,


the cancellation of all our sins, to bring us back to God.ba


78The splendor light of heaven’s glorious sunrisebb


is about to break upon us in holy visitation,


all because the merciful heart of our God is so very tender.


79The manifestation from heaven will come to usbc


with dazzling light to shine upon those


who live in darkness, near death’s dark shadow.bd


And he will illuminate the path that leads to the way of peace.”


80Afterward, their son grew up and was strengthened by the Holy Spiritbe and he grew in his love for God. John chose to live in the lonely wilderness until the day came when he was to be displayed publicly to Israel.





a 1:1–4 The Greek text can be translated “most excellent Theophilus.” The name Theophilus means “friend of God” or “lover of God.” The Greek word means “most honorable” or “mightiest.” Some scholars believe there was no individual named Theophilus mentioned in Luke’s writings. This becomes instead a greeting to all the lovers of God.


b 1:1–4 It is likely that Matthew and Mark are two of the gospel accounts Luke refers to here.


c 1:1–4 Translated literally from the Aramaic text. The Greek word is logos.


d 1:1–4 The Greek word used here is actually “to see with the eye” or “autopsy.”


e 1:1–4 Translated literally from the Aramaic text. The Greek text uses the same term for “coming from above” found in John 3:31 and 19:11. Luke is revealing that the Lord Jesus appeared to him and authorized him to compile his inspired gospel.


f 1:5 Zechariah means “God has remembered.” Elizabeth means “oath” or “covenant of God.”


g 1:5 King David organized the priests into twenty-four divisions, and Abijah was the head of one of the priestly families. See Nehemiah 12:12,17 and 1 Chronicles 24:10.


h 1:8–9 Some have said there were twenty thousand priests in Christ’s time, so that no priest would ever offer incense more than once. This was a once–in-a-lifetime moment for him. The burning of incense before the Lord was done twice daily, once in the morning and once in the afternoon (Exodus 30:7–8).


i 1:10 This would be the south side of the temple, between the altar of incense and the golden lampstand.


j 1:13 Implied in the context and in the name John, which means “God is gracious” or “God shows mercy.”


k 1:13 Or “the prayer you don’t even pray anymore.”


l 1:15 Most likely, John was to be a Nazarite from birth, one totally set apart for God and who would fulfill the Nazarite vow found in Numbers 6:1–12.


m 1:17 Or “spirit.”


n 1:17 Implied in the text. The words “united people” are found in the Aramaic text.


o 1:18 Implied in the text.


p 1:19 The name Gabriel means “God’s hero” or “God’s mighty one.”


q 1:20 Since Zechariah asked for a sign rather than believe the word of the Lord, he was given the sign of silence. Unbelief keeps a priest from speaking until faith arises.


r 1:20 This is the first spoken message from heaven in more than four hundred years. The last person before Zechariah to receive a message given by angels was also named Zechariah. See Zechariah 1:6.


s 1:21 They were waiting outside for the priest to come out and speak over them the customary Aaronic blessing found in Numbers 6:24–26.


t 1:25 This phrase is translated from the Aramaic text.


u 1:26–27 Many translations have the word “virgin.” It is a possible translation of the Greek word parthenos, but its most common usage implies “a girl of marriageable age.” It is made explicit in Matthew 1:25 and Luke 1:34 that Mary was indeed a virgin.


v 1:25–27 The Aramaic word translated “Galilee” here means “revealed.” It is only fitting that God would first be “revealed” in a village in Galilee. Nazareth means “branch.” Jesus grew up as the “Branch” of the Lord in the city of the “branch.”


w 1:26–27 This betrothal period usually lasted one year, and unfaithfulness on the part of the bride during the engagement was punishable by death.


x 1:28 For Gabriel to say, “Our Lord is with you,” signifies that Jesus, our Master, had been conceived in her womb. This was what bewildered Mary.


y 1:32 As translated from the Aramaic text.


z 1:33 Or “house of Jacob.”


aa 1:35 The Greek word used as a metaphor, “spread his shadow over you,” is also the word used at Jesus’ transfiguration when the cloud of glory “overshadowed” Jesus on the mountain (Mark 9:7).


ab 1:35 Jesus Christ is holy, born without sin in his bloodline, for his Father was God Almighty. He would become the only perfect sacrifice to take away our sin and remove its power and penalty from us.


ac 1:36 The Greek word is “relative.” Many scholars believe Elizabeth was Mary’s maternal aunt.


ad 1:37 This verse can be translated in two different ways: “There is nothing impossible with God” or “The word of God will never fail.” The translator has chosen to include both for this verse.


ae 1:38 As translated from the Aramaic text.


af 1:39 The Bible calls Elizabeth’s yet-to-be-born son, John, a “baby.”


ag 1:42 Implied in the context.


ah 1:42 Or “the fruit of your womb.” This is the same word used for the “fruit” of the tree of life in Revelation 22:2. Jesus is “fruit” for us to take in as our life supply.


ai 1:43 An obvious prophetic revelation was given to Elizabeth from the Holy Spirit about what had happened with Mary.


aj 1:47 Or “Savior.” The first recorded person to call Jesus Savior was his mother, Mary. She rejoices in God not simply as her Creator, but as Life Giver and Savior.


ak 1:48 The Aramaic text is “He set his gaze upon the willingness of his mother.”


al 1:50 Mary is quoting Psalms 103:17 and 111:9.


am 1:52 Implied in the text.


an 1:53 Mary is quoting Psalm 107:9.


ao 1:55 Mary understood by revelation that the Christ child would fulfill the promises of mercy that God gave to Abraham. See


Genesis 22:16–18.


ap 1:56 The cultural practice of the Hebrews was for the mother to do nothing but rest during the first three months of pregnancy.


aq 1:59 This ceremony was an important time of celebration in Jewish culture, for another child was born under the covenant of God with Israel. See Genesis 17:4–14 and Leviticus 12:1–3.


ar 1:63 The name John means “God’s gift” or “God is gracious.”


as 1:66 Implied in the text.


at 1:69 Literal translation of the Aramaic. The Hebrew is “a horn of salvation,” which signifies strength and fighting power.


au 1:71 Zechariah is quoting from Psalm 106:10.


av 1:72 There is amazing Hebrew poetry contained in this passage. The names of John, Zechariah, and Elizabeth are all found in this verse. “He has shown us mercy” or “God’s gracious gift” is found in the name John. “He has remembered” is the name Zechariah. “His holy covenant” is the name Elizabeth.


aw 1:73–75 Or “serve.”


ax 1:73–75 The word translated as “purity” here is a Hebraic homonym for “priesthood.”


ay 1:76 Literal translation of the Aramaic.


az 1:76 Zechariah quotes from Malachi 3:1. This “sunrise” is the appearing of Christ, the Messiah.


ba 1:77 Implied in the text.


bb 1:78 Some believe this is a quote from Malachi 4:2. Jesus the Savior is the dawning light of a new day to this dark world.


bc 1:79 As translated from the Aramaic.


bd 1:79 Zechariah is quoting from Isaiah 9:2 and 59:8.


be 1:80 Both of John’s parents were full of the Holy Spirit (verses.41, 67). John was raised in a Spirit-filled home.




Two


The Birth of Jesus


1–2During those days, the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus,a ordered that the first census be taken throughout his empire. (Quirinius was the governor of Syria at that time.) 3Everyone had to travel to his or her hometown to complete the mandatory census. 4–5So Joseph and his fiancé, Mary, left Nazareth,b village in Galilee, and journeyed to their hometown in Judea, to the village of Bethlehem,c King David’s ancient home. They were required to register there, since they were both direct descendants of David. Mary was pregnant and nearly ready to give birth.


6–7 When they arrived in Bethlehem, Mary went into labor, and there she gave birth to her firstborn son. After wrapping the newborn baby in strips of cloth, they laid him in a feeding trough since there was no room in the available upstairs room in the village.d


An Angelic Encounter


8That night, in a fielde near Bethlehem, there were shepherds watching over their flocks. 9Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared in radiant splendor before them, lighting up the field with the blazing glory of God, and the shepherds were terrified! 10But the angel reassured them, saying, “Don’t be afraid. For I have come to bring you good news, the most joyous news the world has ever heard! And it is for everyone everywhere! 11For today in Bethlehemf a rescuer was born for you. He is the Lord Yahweh, the Messiah.g 12You will recognize him by this miracle sign: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a feeding trough!”h


13Then all at once, a vast number of glorious angels appeared, the very armies of heaven! And they all praised God, singing:


14“Glory to God in the highest realms of heaven!


For there is peacei and a good hopej given to the sons of men.”


15When the choir of angels disappeared back to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go! Let’s hurry and find this Manifestationk that is born in Bethlehem and see for ourselves what the Lord has revealed to us.” 16So they ran into the village and found their way to Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in a feeding trough.


17Upon seeing this miraculous sign, the shepherds recounted what had just happened. 18Everyone who heard the shepherds’ story was astonished by what they were told.


19But Mary treasured all these things in her heart and often pondered what they meant.


20The shepherds returned to their flock, ecstatic over what had happened. They praised God and glorified him for all they had heard and seen for themselves, just like the angel had said.


Baby Jesus Dedicated in the Temple


21On the day of the baby’s circumcision ceremony, eight days after his birth, his parents gave him the name Jesus, the name prophesied by the angel before he was born. 22After Mary’s days of purification had ended, it was time for her to come to the temple with a sacrifice, according to the law of Moses after the birth of a son.l So Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to Jerusalem to be dedicated before the Lord.m 23For it is required in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be a set-apart one for God.”n 24And, to offer a prescribed sacrifice, “either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”o


25As they came to the temple to fulfill this requirement, an elderlyp man was there waiting—a resident of Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. He was a very good man, a lover of God who kept himself pure, and the Spirit of holiness rested upon him. Simeon believed in the imminent appearing of the one called “The Refreshing of Israel.”q 26For the Holy Spirit had revealed to himr that he would not see death before he saw the Messiah, the Anointed One of God. 27For this reason the Holy Spirit had moved him to be in the temple court at the very moment Jesus’ parents entered to fulfill the requirement of the sacrifice.


28Simeon cradled the baby in his arms and praised God and prophesied, saying:


29–31“Lord and Master, I am your loving servant,


and now I can die content,


for your promise to me has been fulfilled.


With my own eyes I have seen your Manifestation,s


the Savior you sent into the world.


32He will be glory for your people Israel,


and the Revelation Light for all people everywhere!”t


33Mary and Joseph stood there, awestruck over what was being said about their baby.


Simeon then blessed them and prophesied over Mary, saying:


34–35“A painful swordu will one day pierce your inner being,


for your child will be rejected by many in Israel.


And the destiny of your child is this:


he will be laid downv as a miracle sign


for the downfallw and resurrection of many in Israel.


Many will oppose this sign, but it will expose to all


the innermost thoughts of their hearts before God.”


36–37A prophetess named Anna was also in the temple court that day. She was from the Jewish tribe of Asher and the daughter of Phanuel.x Anna was an aged widow who had been married only seven years before her husband passed away. After he died she chose to worship God in the temple continually. For the past eighty-four yearsy she had been serving God with night-and-day prayer and fasting.


38While Simeon was prophesying over Mary and Joseph and the baby, Anna walked up to them and burst forth with a great chorus of praise to God for the child. And from that day forward she told everyone in Jerusalem who was waiting for their redemption that the anticipated Messiah had come!z


39When Mary and Joseph had completed everything required of them by the law of Moses, they took Jesus and returned to their homeaa in Nazareth in Galilee. 40The child grew more powerful in grace, for he was being filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him.


At Age Twelve Jesus Visits the Temple


41Every year Jesus’ parents went to worship at Jerusalem during the Passover festival. 42When Jesus turned twelve,ab his parents took him to Jerusalem to observe the Passover, as was their custom. 43A full day after they began their journey home, Joseph and Mary realized that Jesus was missing. 44They had assumed he was somewhere in their entourage, but he was nowhere to be found. After a frantic search among relatives and friends, 45Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem to search for him.


46After being separated from him for three days, they finally found him in the temple, sitting among the Jewish teachers,ac listening to them and asking questions. 47All who heard Jesus speak were astounded at his intelligent understanding of all that was being discussed and at his wise answers to their questions.


48His parents were shocked to find him there, and Mary scolded him, saying, “Son, your father and I have searched for you everywhere! We have been worried sick over not finding you. Why would you do this to us?”


49Jesus said to them, “Why would you need to search for me? Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be here in my Father’s house, consumed with him?”ad


50Mary and Joseph didn’t fully understand what Jesus meant.


51Jesus went with them back home to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His motherae treasured Jesus’ words deeply in her heart. 52As Jesus grew, so did his wisdom and maturity. The favor of men increased upon his life, for he was loved greatly by God.af





a 2:1–2 It is ironic that the Roman emperors viewed themselves as “gods” while the little baby born in a feeding trough was the true God incarnate.


b 2:4–5 “Nazareth” is taken from a Hebrew word for “branch” (Isaiah 11:1).


c 2:4–5 The distance from Nazareth to Bethlehem is about sixty-five miles and would have taken a number of days for them to arrive. Bethlehem, or Byt-lehem, means “house of bread,” the prophesied birthplace of Messiah. However, the Hebrew word lechem is a homonym for “fighter” or “warrior.” Jesus was born in “the House of Fighters.” This is the city of David, one of the greatest fighters in the entire Bible. Perhaps this is why the people of Jesus’ day expected him to fight the Romans and free their land from foreign occupation. Jesus fulfilled both aspects of the meaning of Bethlehem in Gethsemane and on the cross, where he fought the “Goliath” of our souls and won, becoming bread for the world. God controls all events, proven by the prophecy that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, even though his parents were living in Nazareth. See Micah 5:2.


d 2:6–7 This is the Greek word kataluma. This is not an “inn” but simply the upstairs level of a home where guests would stay. It means there was no guest room available in Bethlehem for Mary to give birth. Since all of Joseph’s and Mary’s family also made the journey because of the census, every home of a relative would have been full. In that day Bethlehem was a far too small of a village to have an actual inn, all the katalumai there were occupied. It is likely that Joseph and Mary had to sleep downstairs in the main room of a relative’s house. The downstairs of a village home in that day was like an all-purpose room that served as a workshop during the day, and at night it was used to shelter frail animals, while the rest of the flock was left outdoors. The kataluma was not a full-fledged barn or stable, but it did contain a drinking trough or manger cut in the bedrock. This was the likely the place where the baby Jesus was placed after his birth.


e 2:8 Many scholars believe that these could be the same fields where sacrificial flocks were kept for temple worship. How fitting that these shepherds would hear the announcement of the birth of the Lamb of God. Others believe these fields could have been near the field of Boaz, or the fields where David once watched over the flocks of his father, Jesse.


f 2:11 The Greek text says, “the city of David.”


g 2:11 Translated literally from the Aramaic text. This is one of the most amazing statements found in the Gospels declaring the deity of Jesus Christ.


h 2:12 A baby lying in a feeding trough where animals were kept nearby, wrapped in strips of cloths, became a sign of the Man-Savior’s life on earth. He entered the world as a lowly baby, and though he is the mighty God, he lived his life on earth in gentleness before all. The shepherds that night were possibly near Bethlehem at Migdal Eder, “the (watch) tower of the flock.” This would fulfill both the prophecies of Micah 5:2 and Micah 4:8, which say, “to you it (he) will come, your dominion (kingdom) from old will arrive.” It was at the lower floor of the watchtower (Migdal Eder) that the birthing of the Passover lambs would take place. Selected ewes that were about to give birth would be brought there. After the birth of the lambs, the priestly shepherds would wrap the lambs in cloth and lay them in a manger lined with soft hay to prevent them from hurting themselves, for Passover lambs must be unblemished with no bruise or broken bone. The miracle sign for these priestly shepherds would be a baby boy lying where the Passover lamb should be—in a manger, wrapped in strips of cloth. It was at the cradle of Jesus Christ that the kingdom from ancient times arrived on earth.


i 2:14 Luke’s gospel is the gospel of peace. The four prominent sacrifices of the Old Testament are emphasized in the four Gospels. In Matthew we see the death of Christ in the figure of the trespass offering, in Mark the sin offering, in Luke the peace offering, and in John the burnt offering. The peace God gives us is emphasized in Luke’s gospel, which is why the angels announced peace and hope. On the day of his resurrection Jesus said, “Peace be unto you.”


j 2:14 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “good will.”


k 2:15 As translated from the Aramaic text. The Greek is the word rhema.


l 2:22 This comes from Leviticus 12:1–7. When a son was born, the mother went through a forty-day period of purification, and then she was to offer a sacrifice to complete the process.


m 2:22 The ark of the covenant, signifying the presence of God, had been absent from the temple since 587 BC, when the Babylonians destroyed the temple. Herod’s temple had no ark of covenant until Jesus came into the temple that day. God returned to the temple when Mary carried her baby into its courts. What a dramatic moment! See Malachi 3:1–2.


n 2:23 Exodus 13:2, 12.


o 2:24 Because Joseph and Mary were rather poor, not yet having received the gifts brought by the wise men, they offered a pair of doves or pigeons instead of a lamb (Leviticus 12:8). Mary offered a sin offering, showing her need of a Savior. Jesus would one day be offered as her true Lamb.


p 2:25 Implied in the context.


q 2:25 The Refreshing of Israel is a name for Jesus that can also be translated “The Encourager of Israel.”


r 2:26 Simeon’s name means “He who hears.”


s 2:31 As translated from the Aramaic text.


t 2:32 This is a fulfillment of many Old Testament prophesies, such as those found in Isaiah 9:2, 40:5, 42:6, 49:6, 51:4, and 60:1–3.


u 2:34–35 This is a unique Greek word used for “sword.” Literally, it means “a large broadsword.”


v 2:34–35 The Greek word translated “appointed” actually means “to lie down.” Jesus was laid in a tomb for us and rose again for us.


w 2:34–35 The Greek word translated “falling” can also be translated “downfall” or “destruction.” Perhaps this was a prophecy of the cross of Jesus Christ, where many will rise or fall depending on what they do with Jesus’ death and resurrection. We are all destined to be joined to him in his death and resurrection (Galatians 2:20). Every believer experiences both a “downfall” and a “resurrection.”


x 2:36–37 The name Asher means “blessed.” Phanuel means “the face of God.”


y 2:36–37 Some Greek manuscripts make her age to be eighty-four. But the most reliable Greek and Aramaic texts state that she had been in the temple for eighty-four years. If so, this would make her at that time to be about one hundred six. God is faithful to those who wait in faith. Both Simeon and Anna were privileged to touch the Christ before they died in faith.


z 2:38 The Greek text literally says that Anna told everyone “who was looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.” This is a figure of speech for the one who would come and set them free; i.e., the Messiah. What amazing prophetic words came through Simeon and Anna!


aa 2:39 Luke omits their journey to Egypt to spare Jesus from the death decree of Herod. That information is given to us by Matthew. But none of the Gospels gives all the details of this period. Luke also has nothing about the visit of the wise men (Matthew 2:1–12), and Matthew tells nothing of the shepherds or of Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:8–28). All four Gospels supplement one another. A long period of time likely transpired between verse 38 and verse 39.


ab 2:42 At the age of twelve, a boy was called by the Jews a “son of the law.” The number twelve is found often in the Bible and is linked to God’s perfect administration and our human alignment to it. God’s family of Israel was made up of twelve tribes, twelve sons of Jacob. Jesus chose twelve apostles, there are twelve months in the yearly cycle, and there are twenty-four elders around God’s throne (twelve times two). Jesus coming into the house of God at age twelve points to the perfect alignment he had with his Father as the Apostle of our faith. See Hebrews 3:1.


ac 2:46 Or “rabbis.”


ad 2:49 The first recorded words of Jesus, when he was only twelve, are given to us here.


ae 2:51 Mary was an amazing woman and should be honored as the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. She was the only human being who was with Jesus all the way from his birth to his death. She is also mentioned in Acts 1:14.


af 2:52 We know virtually nothing about the eighteen years between Luke 2 and Luke 3, when Jesus went to the Jordan to be baptized by the prophet John. We knew he grew in favor with God and men. He served his earthly father in a carpenter’s shop. It is likely that Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, died during this season of his life. This left Jesus with the responsibility as firstborn to provide for his family. Amazing mysteries surround this one who is too marvelous for words!




Three


John the Baptizer


1–2A powerful message from God came to John, Zechariah’s son, when he was living out in the lonely wilderness.a This prophetic commission came to John during the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, son of Caesar. Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea at that time. Antipas, son of Herod, was governor over Galilee, Herod’s brother Philip was over the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was over Abilene.b This happened during the days of two high priests, Annas and Caiaphas.c


3John went preaching and baptizing throughout the Jordan Valley. He persuaded people to turn away from their sins and turn to Godd for the freedom of forgiveness.e


4This was to fulfill what was written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:




“Listen! You will hear a thunderous voice in the lonely wilderness telling you to wake up and get your heart ready for the coming of the Lord Jehovah.f Every twisted thing in your lives must be made straight. 5–6Every dark way must be brought to the light. Wrongs righted. Injustices removed. Every heart of pride will be humbled low before him. Every deception will be exposed and replaced by the truthg so that everyone everywhere will be ready to see the Life of God!”h





7John kept preaching to the many crowds who came out to be baptized, “You are nothing but the offspring of poisonous snakes, full of deception! Have you been warned to repent before the coming wrath of God? 8Then turn away from your sins, turn to God, and prove it by a changed life. Don’t think for a moment that it’s enough to simply be the favored descendants of Abraham. That’s not enough to save you.i I’m telling you, God could make more sons of Abraham out of stones if he chose to!


9“Even now God’s axe of judgment is poised to chop down your barren tree right down to its roots! And every tree that does not produce good fruit will be leveled and thrown into the fire.”


10The crowd kept asking him, “What then are we supposed to do?”


11John told them, “Give food to the hungry, clothe the poor, and bless the needy.”j


12Even the despised tax collectors came to John to be baptized, and they asked him, “What are we to do to prove our hearts have changed?”


13“Be honest,” he replied. “Don’t demand more taxes than what you are required to collect.”k


14“And us?” asked some soldiers.l “What about us?”


John answered them, “Be content with what you earn. Never extort money or terrify others by threats of violence or be guilty of accusing the innocent.”


15During those days, everyone was gripped with messianic expectations, believing the Messiah could come at any moment, and many began to wonder if John might be the Christ.


16But John made it clear by telling them, “There is one coming who is mightier than I. He is supreme.m In fact, I’m not worthy of even being his slave.n I can only baptize you in this river, but he will baptize you into the Spirit of holiness and into his raging fire.o 17He has in his hands a winnowing fork to clean up his threshing floor!p He will separate the wheat from the chaff. The wheat he will gather into his barn, but he will burn the chaff in a fire that no one can ever put out!”


18John used many similar warnings as he preached the good news and preparedq the people. 19He even publicly rebuked Antipas, son of Herod, the governor of Galilee, for the many wicked things he had done. He fearlessly reprimanded him for seducing and marrying his sister-in-law, Herodias.


20Adding to his many other sins, Herod had John seized and locked up in prison.


The Baptism of Jesus


21–22One day Jesus came to be baptizedr along with all the others. As he was consumed with the spirit of prayer,s the heavenly realm ripped open above him and the Holy Spirit descended from heaven in the visible, tangible form of a dovet and landed on him. Then God’s audible voice was heard, saying, “My Son, you are my beloved one.u Through you I am fulfilled.”v


The Ancestry of Jesus Christ


23–38Jesus, assumed to be Joseph’s son, was about thirty years old when he began his ministry.w Here are the names of Mary’sx ancestors, from her father traced all the way back to Adam:


Eli,y Matthat, Levi, Melki, Jannai, Joseph, Mattathias, Amos, Nahum, Esli, Naggai, Maath, Mattathias, Semein, Josech, Joda, Joanan, Rhesa, Zerubbabel, Shealtiel, Neri, Melchi, Addi, Cosam, Elmadam, Er, Joshua, Eliezer, Jorim, Mat-that, Levi, Simeon, Judah, Joseph, Jonam, Eliakim, Melea, Menna, Mattatha, Nathan, David, Jesse, Obed, Boaz, Salmon, Nahshon, Amminadab, Admin, Arni, Hezron, Perez, Judah, Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Terah, Nahor, Serug, Reu, Peleg, Eber, Shelah, Kenan, Arphaxad, Shem, Noah, Lamech, Methuselah, Enoch, Jared, Mahalaleel, Cainan, Enos, Seth, and Adam, who was created by God.z





a 3:1–2 Some believe that John may have been a member of the Qumran community of Jewish Essenes, who lived in the wilderness because they viewed the Jewish religious system as corrupt.


b 3:1–2 A region west of Ituraea.


c 3:1–2 As the forerunner of Jesus Christ, the prophet John was a hinge of human history who forever changed the world. Luke carefully dates this event by giving us six markers. Historians have dated the reign of Tiberius Caesar as beginning in AD 14. The fifteenth year of his reign would be AD 28–29. Regarding Annas and Caiaphas, never in Jewish history had there been two high priests. The priesthood was corrupt. Even though Caiaphas, Annas’ son-in-law, was the high priest, Annas remained the real authoritative leader behind the scenes (John 18:13; Acts 4:6).


d 3:3 This is the definition of repentance, and it has two concepts. One is turning away from sin; the other is turning to God for freedom. They are linked together as one word, translated “repentance.” The Aramaic word has the concept of returning to God, to unite with Unity.


e 3:3 John’s message was revolutionary, for the religion of the day taught that forgiveness could only be found temporarily by offering sacrifices in the temple. John, an Essene, told the people that forgiveness of sin was a heart issue, not gained by an animal sacrifice offered in the corrupt religious system of the day. Repentance, breaking open the heart, is more important than gaining forgiveness by religious acts.


f 3:4 Translated from the Aramaic.


g 3:5–6 The Greek text, quoting from Isaiah 40:3–5, is literally translated “Wake up and make lines for the Lord, make his side alleys straight. Every ravine will be filled, every mountain and hill shall be leveled, the crooked straightened, rough ways smoothed, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Every honest scholar recognizes this as more than a road construction project, implying a spiritual renewal in hearts.


h 3:5–6 Translated from the Aramaic. The Aramaic word translated “life” often refers to salvation.


i 3:8 Implied in the context. God values reformation over ritual. John’s ministry was to prepare people for the appearing of Jesus Christ through repentance and baptism. Repentance breaks open the heart and changes our attitudes toward God. Baptism was a burial of those who repented, preparing them for the germination of Christ coming to live within by the new birth.
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