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Introduction


The headliner at SeaWorld weighs a mighty seven tons and answers to “Shamu.” People from all over come to the San Diego theme park to witness this killer whale soar high in the air on cue and create a mega splash that soaks the first fifteen rows.
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At county fairs, clever chickens peck the appropriate lever to win a food prize. In some indoor arenas, smart cats soar over hurdles and race up ramps to win blue ribbons. Why mention these feats in a dog book? Because Shamu, chickens, and cats have a lot in common with some talented canines: all learned their tricks through clicker training.


This positive technique relies on operant conditioning to shape a desired behavior without force or cajoling. The premise is simple: performing appropriate actions and behaviors earns rewards. The notion of operant conditioning first gained prominence in the 1920s, when Harvard psychologists B. F. Skinner and Fred Keller successfully shaped human behaviors in positive ways. Keller and Marian Breland expanded this concept to the animal world in the 1940s, amazing crowds with raccoons, parrots, and sheep trained to perform tricks at the sound of a whistle.


About two decades ago, veteran dolphin trainer Karen Pryor began experimenting with dog training. She traded her whistle for a clicker. In no time, she was curing doggie misdeeds, introducing welcomed actions, and sharing her expertise with people worldwide.
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In this book, you will learn how the clicker technique serves as a universal language for communication between people and their dogs and discover the countless ways you can put clicker training to use.


Well-timed clicks aid in basic obedience training, reshape canine negative personalities, make grooming sessions less stressful, stop unwanted behaviors, hone agility skills, and teach advanced tricks. Clicker training gives your dog the chance to learn how to learn and teaches him it’s okay to make choices.
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