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Introduction





Nature gave horses and ponies manes and tails to protect them. In summer the forelock protects the eyes from flies; the mane and tail protect the rest of the body. In winter the mane becomes very greasy, which makes it waterproof and protects the animal from wind and rain. A large bushy tail protects his rear as he turns his hindquarters to the wind.


Long, flowing manes and tails can look most attractive when they are well brushed out and cared for, but they are difficult to keep in good condition, especially when the horse or pony is living outdoors. Manes and tails often get rubbed on fences and when the horse rolls. Some of the long tail hairs will be pulled out when swished against hedges and fences. Long manes sometimes get in the way of the reins when you are riding, and do not really create a workmanlike picture in the show ring or hunting field. So if you want to perform in public with a well-turned-out horse or pony, tidying up his mane and tail will make a lot of difference. If it is done in moderation, as described in this book, he will look smart and will come to no harm.


Manes and tails should be brushed as part of routine grooming and before pulling or plaiting. Use a body brush or, if the hair is very coarse, an old, well-worn dandy brush. Manes and tails can be washed, but unless the weather is warm wash only the bottom part of the tail, up to the dock. Ask an experienced person to help if you and your horse are new to the task, because some are quite alarmed when they feel water round their dock or dripping from the end of their tail.


Obviously there are many ways of plaiting and pulling manes and tails, but we have chosen methods which we hope will be equally easy for readers with small hands.


We hope that in using this book you will be successful in your efforts and will enjoy improving the look of your horse or pony. Don’t be too despondent if the first result is not a huge success. The more you practise the better you will be.



















Cutting a bridle path
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1. Separate the piece of mane to be cut by making two straight partings – about 2ins (5cms) apart-just behind the ears where the headpiece of the bridle will lie.
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