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      The artwork in this book does not seek to illustrate its content but rather to hold a conversation with it. Josias’s delicate indigenous ink sketches are not simply there to decorate the text; they are part of the book’s content, showing another restless, unfinished vision of a future. Here, the illustrator and authors come together in an attempt to balance reason and empathy. The birds trace a bold, daring path, one that tries to provoke the reader to read and pay attention to more than one story at once: the one in the letters and the one in the traces. The way they occupy these pages reflects the possibility of a space that can be filled in different ways, by different visions, and at different times. It is important to look beyond the lines, beyond the most obvious spaces on a page, and seek possible connections with what lies between the lines, with what is in the margins and in the text as a whole.
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    Foreword


    Mônica Sodré1


    “The future isn’t like it used to be:” so goes a famous line from the 1980s Brazilian song ‘Índios’, written by Renato Russo, a critique of our process of colonization, based on material accumulation and exploitation. The struggle of the colonizers marks the beginning of the disassociation between man and nature on this side of the tropics, by attributing to men the exclusivity of the creation of value, while considering nature an externality, an obstacle to be removed.


    More than 500 years have passed since then and undeniable advances have been achieved in all areas. And yet, the worldview that places man and nature on opposing sides is still here. The world has also changed during this time.


    The climate issue has risen to the top of the economic and political agenda, no longer a merely environmental issue and more and more a matter of economics and development, dictating the paths taken by geopolitics and international trade. The technological revolution has brought new challenges to our democracy, harming the capacity to distinguish between truth and falsehood and making relationships built around trust more and more fragile, both between different people and between people and institutions. In turn, that advance has enabled increases in agricultural productivity without degrading new areas, as well as the development of biotechnology and Nature-based Solutions (NbSs) and will soon also enable the emergence of new technologies, some not even dreamt up yet.


    From blockchain2 to artificial intelligence (AI), which is becoming part of everyday life, new possibilities are opening up that will help to combat the climate emergency, with AI facilitating better fire monitoring, more energy-efficient buildings, and the creation of new materials with a low carbon footprint that draw CO2 from the atmosphere. For a country that is rich in socio-biodiversity, one of the world’s biggest food producers and among the world’s largest producers of life, a unique opportunity is emerging for Brazil to reposition itself in the global market as a solution creator moving beyond the present extractive model, with its pronounced asymmetries in earnings and inequality in their distribution, and its historical role as an exporter of agricultural and mineral commodities.


    Given all this, how can we imagine a new future that is so radically different from the old one? What political gambles and choices should we be making today if we want to change the way things are going? How do we address the past while acknowledging its importance without letting it imprison us? What questions should we be making for our country? What new institutionalities should be supporting it? What should we be concerned about?


    These are some of the reflections guiding Concerns of a Contemporary Brazil and its Perspectives on The Climate, Digital-Technological and Biological Ages, a collective effort and first publication by members of the Arapyaú Institute’s Fellows Programme, conceived as civil society’s contribution to Brazil at the precise moment when our hopes for tomorrow are being renewed and a new political window of opportunity is opening up in front of us. This book’s common thread is not only the authors’ accumulated intellectual, professional, and lived experiences but also their concerns about the unknown, the unseen, and the places that can only be reached if new pathways are forged.


    The book, which we hope will invite contributions from readers as well as periodic revisits in light of further viewpoint revisions and developments, is more than a dialogue with reality. It is, above all, a deep dive into the questions and choices that should be made if we want a different reality. It arrives just as we witness the cycle of stability that birthed the new Republic wearing off, giving way to the greatest threats the regime has seen since the 1960s. This makes the book a valuable contribution to our democracy.


    It also offers contributions from civil society, precisely from the standpoint of the loss of legitimacy of States and governments, one of the origins of the crisis within the democratic regime itself, and the awareness that governments alone are no longer capable of giving answers to the world’s and people’s problems. In this context, it understands and assumes the forefront among the new political roles demanded from civil society to discuss, identify, and provide these solutions and answers, which cannot and must not be the exclusive to representative fora — like the new dimensions of environmentalism, the relationship with philanthropy, which includes strengthening it to become more strategic, the new relationships with the private sector, originating from in the ESG agenda, and also a new time in democracy, with a pledge to preserving and improving it, especially in the context of a world where the weight and importance of truth and facts appear to be diminishing.


    Good books broaden horizons.


    May all our horizons be broadened.
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    Introduction


    What matter and spirit make up a country? This book wagers that it is indeed possible to aspire to a democratic, just, inclusive, and sustainable country. Not just because new ideas and new desires are emerging all over the place but above all because it is possible to unite different standpoints by proposing pathways towards solutions for Brazil in a future that is rapidly approaching. In Brazil’s immense territory, which has given shelter to so many people over the course of history, diversity determines our contemporary identity and is a symbol of this society’s strength. Brazil’s heterogeneity of thought and multiplicity of peoples, languages, biomes, cultures, behaviours, styles, and generations enrich it and give it an identity it should be proud of. Diversity is resilience and requires audacity.


    This book is the result of a combination of visions. It comes from a joint work between fields of expertise that do not often interact, such as indigenous thought and agribusiness or local experience and global governance. It brings a contemporary discussion to the maturing of agendas and contributes to contextualising issues in which the authors—Arapyaú Institute’s Fellows—outline distinct professional trajectories, highly relevant for Brazil.


    The authors identify short-term tensions and understand that it is possible to process them and forge paths towards solutions that can be put into action without future setbacks. This work was born from nothing less than an intergenerational encounter that seeks to expand the horizons of political thinking about the Brazil of the future, as well as arrive at a better understanding of our country’s role and its place in the world. Without claiming to draw definitive conclusions, it is presented as an unfinished discussion that aims to raise concerns among readers on the environmental-climate issue, the modernisation of the Brazilian State, the challenges of the relationship between the economy and nature, and contemporary ways of viewing our indigenous people. This sharing of ideas for discussions with the future is done from the standpoint of strengthening Brazilian democracy and addressing its challenges.


    The road towards a desirable development process will not be found by importing models from other countries or different realities. Brazil must set its own pathways, rooted in valuing its singularities and its diversity of alternatives, in harmony with global agendas around climate, biodiversity, human development, and the respect for and consolidation of civil and human rights. To this end, anxieties and the defiant stare at the status quo must come to the core of these political discussions and outline ambitious, pragmatic frameworks to build collective solutions.


    What does it mean to be contemporary? Among many possible meanings, a contemporary society is guided by clarity regarding its role in the world, by a new ethics regarding human beings and nature, and displaying democratic spirit, which values different forms of knowledge, conviviality, and coexistence with mutual respect, through the responsible exercise of freedoms and responsibilities.


    This book offers roadmaps and propositions for some of the many concerns Brazilian society must address in the coming years and invites the reader to make a series of reflections over the course of its chapters.


    The first chapter discusses the changing world, in which the emergence of a new world order is marked by environmental and climate imbalances, geopolitical tensions, and much uncertainty, as well as democracy becoming more fragile. In this context, Brazil appears to be a country with many alternatives that require boldness and pragmatism to address how to transition its development while remaining aligned with contemporaneity. The country’s insertion in the global scene ensures its future, unencumbered by its past.


    To link Brazilian reality to the global scenario and given the need to reinsert the country into the geopolitical climate game, one must address the desire to be a common, unified nation. The second chapter focuses on this issue, from the standpoint of several Brazilian public players who must participate in (re)building institutionalities and public governance spaces. It lays the base for the challenges of contemporary relationships with society that the future will determine for the unfinished Brazilian State.


    Along these lines, the third chapter is dedicated to demystifying and bringing together strategic agendas surrounding rural food production. In light of foreign trade disputes and domestic pressures, the most intelligent way for Brazil to overcome its challenges is to consolidate itself as a global food, nutritional, and climate security leader by eliminating deforestation and having nature as an ally.


    By tackling the intimate relationship between conservation and biodiversity and food and nutritional security, the economy will be able to grow around new bases, inspired by Nature-based Solutions.


    In this vein, the fourth chapter brings with it a new frontier of knowledge, making conceptual reflections and highlighting opportunities in the near future. It proposes a revision of values and a new ethical framework in which the mere exploitation of nature becomes unacceptable. But none of this is news to indigenous people. Many solutions sought by humanity have long been part of their ancestral way of thinking.


    The fifth chapter seeks to describe the perspective of indigenous people, according to which the earth does not belong to them; rather, they belong to it and it is blended in with their own being. Caring for their territory and themselves is the same thing, and it is no coincidence that nature is more protected in Indigenous Lands than in any other part of Brazil. Rebuilding the bond between man and nature, so that society can grow with and not against it, has proved itself to be the great challenge of the 21st century, hence the relevance of the indigenous way of life in the construction of a contemporary Brazil, through the biodiversity and climate agendas.


    As indigenous people gain centrality in societies around the world, including Brazil, they begin to participate in building solutions and take on co-responsibility in facing global issues. This leads the reader back to the book’s first chapter, returning to the geopolitical climate outlook and the global importance of Amazonia for the future of Brazil and the world. The Amazon places Brazil in the world, and it is precisely there that Brazil’s future emerges.


    All these concerns contain their own dynamism and the capacity to interconnect, finding points of synergy beyond natural divergences. The richness of the conversation between the authors lies precisely in the complexity of this network and, especially, in the stray points that the reader will be able to tie to new thoughts, in the continual, thought-provoking task of rethinking the Brazil we wish to see and which demands engagement and action from all of us in the present. We cannot “buy” any more time, there is no further margin for delay. Strengthening Brazilian democracy creates political spaces to do this.


    We are grateful for all the contributions we have received and the people who inspired the arguments laid out herein.


    Let’s get things started!


    Happy reading.
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    The new political imagination in contemporary Brazil


    The world is currently experiencing the uncertainties of the post-pandemic era, the war currently taking place in Ukraine, the climate emergency, and, particularly in the West, the crisis in democracy. The 21st century has been marked by global crises,3 punctuating vulnerabilities in humanity’s present and future, as well as allowing a new multipolar order to emerge, with two superpowers, the US and China, exercising the dominions of geopolitical polarization.


    The international context demands that we reckon with global tensions at the same time as we address structural transformations in society: life in the digital/technological era, the transition towards sustainability, the strengthening of multilateralism, the threat to democracy, and the drastic advance of poverty and social inequalities in the world. Nonetheless, it is worth gauging to what extent these issues are in the political agenda of Brazil and Brazilians.


    It all comes together to form a picture that requires Brazil to better understand the current times, what is actually happening, and the implications of the changes taking place. We need to know how to formulate and offer society a wide-ranging, strategic vision with respect to the international interests surrounding us to discuss them, have greater control over their demands and restrictions, and adopt robust processes for managing expectations and building common interests.
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    The world has an optimistic, pragmatic stance towards Brazil. After a period marked by political regression and the erosion of its public institutions, Brazil is resurging with an ambition to reinsert itself into the international context, guided by the fight against climate change and the loss of biodiversity and by the strengthening of its democratic regime and its efforts to promote peace. We are witnessing the international community of developed countries express particular interest in the vitality of Brazilian democracy and the possibility of reclaiming its role in environmental-climate diplomacy. The pragmatism, however, is revealed in the still timid pathways towards rekindling dialogue and strategy renewal in international partnerships with the country.


    Rebuilding a central place in the world for Brazil requires, from its society as much as from its public and private institutions, a commitment to strengthening democracy and an objective political sense of agreement about what we are as a people and what we want as a nation. The Brazil is Back4 approach demands clarity regarding why, with whom and its role and its place in the world. Therefore, we need a project for the country that overcomes the latent need for repair and consecration, the short-termism of Brazilian public policy and the belief in (or illusion of) the “country of the future.”


    The crux of the matter is that, if the future is back in Brazil too, then how can we overcome our troubled recent past and address the urgency of our current priorities? A national project requires that domestic interests be aligned with contemporaneity, with the rest of the world and with the demand for an established State. The recognition that the Brazilian State is yet to be rebuilt, just as its relationships with society, seems essential for dealing with its institutions today and moving forward into the future. We know that the political patchwork of Brazilian state bureaucracy is fragile and weak, something that has often made it the hostage of political-institutional arrangements that are circumstantial and vulnerable to going backwards.


    In this context, it is strategic to recognise that our institutions are not unshakable. It is essential to go well beyond mechanisms for containing the erosion of institutional skills and capacities, to enable more diversity in its bureaucracies and to better understand the role/power of citizens. A new relationship between Brazilian society and the government and state becomes an essential condition for the strengthening of democracy, for bringing public management up to date and for behaving proactively rather than reactively. For the Brazilian people to understand their country, it is imperative that the institutional and digital worlds properly scrutinize democracy.5


    Brazil must determinedly occupy itself with the future and overcome a political culture of repeating what has already been tried. In other words, addressing the future no longer involves linear projection or a return to the past. Such behaviour is extemporaneous for challenging processes that disrupt nature and democracy, to which the international community is currently exposed and to which it will also be in the future. Ultimately, the world of today and the one to come are both surrounded by political instability and a rupture with nature.


    The crisis of democracy, particularly evident in the West, is concurrent with the triple planetary crisis.6 Until quite recently, liberal democracy reigned absolute, despite its shortcomings.7 Societies were committed to the democratic form of government and there was fair belief in their dominance and that little would change in years to come. Then, the future arrived and disillusionment with politics took other forms and dynamics, with the unforeseen emergence of a populist movement that could yet usher in a populist era, putting the very survival of liberal democracy in check.8


    In the tropical dominions of Brazil, it is important to remember that our democracy is very young. Brazil has an authoritarian tradition, with spasms of democracy. However, Brazilian democracy matters to Brazilians and to the world. Thus, it is key for the country to be equipped with greater transparency and less corruption, robust, business-friendly environments, and more positive attitudes towards providing solutions for society to address the environmental-climate crisis. The country’s opportunity to address the climate and democracy binomial as it resumes its political, economic, and social normalcy seems unmistakeable.9


    The process of the progressive fracturing of the relationship between man and nature started to be exposed internationally 50 years ago, at the time of the Stockholm Conference. The climate issue10 was not an object of international discussion, unlike pollution and the (inefficient) use of natural resources. In turn, our current age reveals an intensification of the crisis with nature and with the planet. The international debate references the survival of mankind in the Anthropocene,11 highlights the climate emergency as a challenge of planetary proportions, and makes explicit the urgent need for a connection between global and local.
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    This planetary crises scenario exposes the insufficiencies of the international governance system for changing direction and implementing transformative and effective solutions. We can no longer delay a change in the way we think, encouraging mutual agreement and acting and making others act. What we are witnessing today are timid advances considering the huge challenges of decarbonizing the global economy and the contradictions in addressing short-term choices and their impacts on the future.


    The new age is characterised by uncertainty and by being riddled with crises that are interlinked with the visible vectors of present decisions. There is no longer any space in the global political dialogue for a belief that the timid changes currently being enacted will bring about a world that is less vulnerable to climate change and the crisis with nature. We need to stop editing the truth in the short term and make more responsible decisions in the present. With this in mind, the necessary political alliance with the international community will have to be daring in the way it addresses the future in the present. Considering the urgency of the present, it is necessary to act and impel others to act towards contemporary visions of well-being and of societies that are less exposed to risks.


    The current context lays bare complex questions, predominantly understood by groups of specialists, opinion-makers, and a few politicians with national reach. Hence, it is urgent for Brazil to include this subject in the political agenda of both Brazilians and of public and private institutions. The environmental-climate agenda needs to leave its enclaves and adopt a narrative of mobilization and intergenerational engagement that is relevant to the lives of Brazilian people. It requires that the current tone of tragedy be replaced with one of challenges and solutions that the country can implement in the approaching future.


    It is urgent and necessary for Brazil to process its conflicts and interests so that it can free up the present and the future. It must take ownership over the roads it has gone down, for better or for worse, and make peace with itself as a people, as a society, and as a nation. It also needs to stop delaying making the choices that will lead the country to a better economic, environmental, and social position, one of future well-being in which the values of its democracy are universally accepted once again and its freedoms are protected. Brazilian society must rid itself of the illusion that the past can be edited and overcome its short-termism.


    Brazil must learn how to address dissent and divergences laid bare by its territorial, economic, environmental, and social asymmetries. A country taken hostage by truth editing and the fake and partially fake has no role or position in the world’s future. Furthermore, it becomes hostage of its past in the present. It is urgent to move beyond the period in which fear erased Brazil from the world and disarm the mechanisms that promote destructive mass alienation.12 This comeback will be slow, painful and full of conflict, but it will be moving in the right direction, towards a better and more just future.13


    Understanding its role and place in the contemporary world will demand from Brazil a vision and a national project, as well as an innovative political stance regarding global, regional, national, and subnational perspectives. It will require national and international leadership in a context in which the decarbonisation of the global economy is already a reality. It will demand that we address conflicts, vulnerabilities, and risks, while assuming the country’s uniqueness. Brazil has alternatives but lacks daring, ambition, and a sense of ownership. This agenda involves climate-environmental and social issues, the renewing its democracy, and a careful reading of the rest of the world, as explored in the next section.


    The world order in transition: 
a picture of uncertainties and possibilities


    As previously mentioned, the world is changing and the international political order is in a state of transition. New geopolitical and economic realities are currently emerging. Thus, there is a combination of political, territorial, economic, commercial, technological, social, and environmental tensions. The game of international power involves vulnerabilities, risks and uncertainties, in particular regarding relationships between developed countries and emerging economies.


    The multilateral system of governance has proven to be insufficient and inefficient to address the magnitude of problems of global/planetary order. The indisputable delay in advancing more quickly towards a fairer and more sustainable world makes the political relationships between governments and societies more fragile. We are, therefore, talking about a system that gives little in exchange, costs dearlyand demands reform and rearrangement in the present, while always keeping the future in sight.
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    Incredulity and distrust are increased, especially among new generations and in the developing world. Humanity shrinks, becomes lesser, disenchanted with politics and displeased with governments. In this sense, a lack of trust affects the stability of democracy in political systems, opens up space for the emergence of populism and delegitimises the existing mechanisms of international cooperation.


    The urgent need for reforms in the system and in the mechanisms of international cooperation, along with political myopia in addressing conflicts of interest, expose the difficulties governments have in acting on the triple planetary crisis. The worsening of the crisis with nature has been consolidated in the last 30 years, even after the global scientific and diplomatic consensus reached at the Rio 92 conference, where it was agreed that the problem was real and serious, and would affect everybody asymmetrically and in an unjust way.


    Although the common vision regarding the problem may have been adopted since then, the necessary and urgent action has happened in a way that has been unjust, insufficient and unco-ordinated, with territorial, financial, social and technological asymmetries.14 In this scenario, environmental and climate problems continue to grow in scale and complexity. The way in which parties have acted and incited others to act has sown low trust and a lack of credibility in both developed and developing countries as regards the achievement of common objectives and results.


    The dispute over which values determine a ‘green aesthetic’ defines the intergenerational interests and conflicts expressed in the search for a future that is less uncertain and less exposed to the emerging risks of the crisis in nature. In addition, it outlines new interests in international cooperation that make emerging green economies and the achievement of green deals viable. Common sense would be to simultaneously press for the neutralization of greenhouse gas emissions and the decarbonization of the global economy, as well as making urgent adaptations to the impacts of climate change.


    If, on the one hand, global society lacks solutions that will actually lead to tackling climate change and the adoption of ways of producing goods and life that are reconciled with nature, on the other hand, it reveals complex national pictures, characterized by short-term tensions and local visions disassociated from global demand.


    In Brazil, the connection between issues and the construction of innovative, motivational narratives for the changes needed are weak, fragile, and far removed from citizens’ everyday life, and are not the main concern of lawmakers. The environmental-climate agenda lacks the breadth, power of assembly, and mobilisation to translate itself into a contemporary political and economic force.


    The issue is still predominantly guided by interest groups, notably environmentalists, scientists and opinion formers, as well as traditional and social media. It is still framed largely in the language of problem, threat and risk, while leaning towards tragedy and climate fatalism, making it incapable of engaging with society in a broader and more inclusive way.


    On the other hand, it seems opportune to observe that the climate emergency is already guiding a change of vision and is mobilizing political momentum among the country’s younger generations, who connect more easily with other societies on the planet. Notably, the environmental-climate issue is still not present in the country’s political agenda, despite being a geopolitical reality in other parts of the world. The priority given to the topic by the Federal Government will serve to confer a different political status onto it, allowing time to prepare and the election of new political leaderships, as well having an opportune influence on modernizing the Brazilian political parties.


    The asymmetries between countries and the weakening of mutual trust relationships are also exacerbated by the complex dynamic of international cooperation in the provision of shared technological solutions and funding. In turn, the solutions prescribed by science demand boldness and a profound change in economic mentalities. Necessary and urgent advances are made without technological innovation, efficient use of natural resources, redesigning of national and international dynamics of funding and trade, and production and consumption behaviours, as well as lifestyles guided by well-being and sustainability.


    In summary, the triple planetary crisis forces countries to place the environmental-climate matter at the centre of discussions and grows in importance, exerting ever greater influence over power relationships.15 Global geopolitics then also considers the interests of the climate agenda. Brazil is a key country for climate geopolitics, especially because of the Amazon Rainforest’s role as a crucial climate regulator for the planet.16 We must also not overlook the country’s close to 8,500 km of coastline and the importance of the South Atlantic. Few countries in the world have the opportunity we possess to promote economic growth and social inclusion with nature as an ally. Growing with nature (no longer against it) and social and political inclusion defines the challenge faced by the world, and especially Brazil, in the 21st century.


    The roaring 2020s and the green challenge


    The transformation of the global economy, guided by decarbonization and efficient use of natural resources, especially water, as well as the emergence of an age which is led by nature (the Bioage) must change the world as we know it. In the 2020s, the environmental-climate transition faces the challenge of dealing with short-term tensions and political and social pressure for the neutralizing emissions and the transformation of processes of sustainable development.


    However, the international cooperation system has proven itself to be inadequate, asymmetrical, and inefficient for addressing the challenges imposed by the environmental-climate crisis. The mistakes of the past, along with the current insufficient responses, mould the context of learning and reflection.17 Narrow solutions for interconnected crises, short-term pressure in the increasing demand for natural resources, and a short window to address the depletion of these resources evidences an imminent change in how humanity defines value and manages and uses nature.


    We need international governance that truly enables a sustainable, equitable trajectory in mankind’s relationship with nature and provides a role and a place for the countries of the Global South. The Northern Hemisphere is still yet to explore innumerable agendas for increasing socio-biodiversity, since these societies have to reckon with socio-economic, environmental and political realities that are markedly different from those in the Global South.18 These political movements must seek a contemporary vision of leadership, one not just based in the field of environmental and territorial activity, since the challenges of the future are guided by the planet’s capacity (or lack of capacity) to keep producing life.


    The challenging context requires unblocking the sustainability agenda, particularly the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030 agenda. It requires establishing an innovative process for discussing planetary frontiers; building a consensus with a view towards adopting a common agenda, guided by science and centred around global common goods;19 and recognizing that countries and societies are interconnected by nature. It seems essential that the global governance system should be driven by common interests rather than beliefs or a lack of beliefs. These movements demand creativity and political leadership, scarce assets in the world of the present.


    The necessary action, integrated and coordinated between sectors and constituencies,20 is imposed by the formation and tightening of networks of interests driven by direct action and national, regional, and global solutions. For the international system to be remodelled and steered towards the 21st century, it is necessary for people to focus on ways of living and living together, with science and nature as strategic pillars for political and economic action.


    Efforts towards reforming the multilateral system are held up by the lack of change in the international order and other cooperation dynamics that expose the complexity of political dialogue between countries and societies. The prospect of a leadership from the South is an urgent call for diversity and new pathways that lead to inclusive multipolarity and the strengthening of democracy. In all honesty, it may require spaces beyond the old domains of geopolitics, allowing more room for the expression of soft power21 and the interests and values of new generations.22


    Nevertheless, efforts to modernise and reinvigorate the multilateral system can be evidenced by movements demanded by member countries, in a recognition that humanity is at a historical inflection point. The Covid-19 pandemic generated a sense of urgency about the choice to be made: a breakdown or a breakthrough, as the ‘Our Common Agenda’ report highlights. This report, published to mark the UN’s 75th anniversary, seeks to initiate a new moment of multilateralism,23 and is permeated with a sense of urgency. It presents 12 commitments,24 aligned with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which seek to regain humanity’s trust and solidarity to build a better, safer, and more sustainable way of life.
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    The rekindling of global solidarity is central for the joint work pathway to display the contemporary momentum of international cooperation. To this end, the same UN report emphasises that these are times of renovation and proposes a sequence of summits aimed at reforming the Bretton Woods system,25 for a realignment of the social contract and the unlocking of the sustainability agenda, as well as a summit to discuss the future. These processes are also guided by the consensus around the end of the “infodemic” and by observing the role of science in guided decision-making and ensuring the integrity of public information.


    These challenges add to the need to build complementary metrics that truly reflect economic prosperity, progress, and well-being and go beyond the consolidated Gross Domestic Product (GDP) index. They also create an urgent need to address the trade-offs of short-term cycles and to re-establish new long-term practices and intergenerational commitments.


    All these renovation and robust multilateralism pathways are guided by the possibility of a more effective, united, and efficient UN, with its foundations in real networks and which is dedicated to finding solutions for the global crises while remaining focused on people and the planet. It is worth highlighting that, despite the intrinsic importance of these proposals, the political debate around the emergence of the global crises exposes dilemmas which capture old problems in the way power is exercised by the UN itself and by its global dominions when faced with new contexts.


    Against this background, relocating the multilateral system appears to lack political and institutional frameworks that would allow for a frank and profound reflection on the multidimensionality of the vulnerabilities and the real choices to be made that will enable societies less exposed to risks; our vulnerabilities must be at the centre of the debate.


    The challenges surrounding the world and the multilateral system are upon us. The mentality around negotiation and decision-making appears to have fallen hostage to geopolitical contexts that pose a threat to any structured changes that might truly lead, in the short term, to strategic possibilities for transforming the global economy.


    From another angle, the international financial system’s failure to address and mitigate the effects of the current global crises determines the urgency of its reform towards alignment with a more inclusive and sustainable development. Reforming this is clearly essential to unleash funding that will foster the transition of the global economy. Furthermore, it is worth underlining a critical element of this challenge, which is the Global South’s fragile access to the governance of international finance. Prioritization demands a vision alignment, convergence of interests, and scaling up long-term investments in sustainable, resilient, inclusive development.
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