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Preface



As you read this book, keep in mind that the information in this book is also available through our live seminars, which are held in many countries around the world. UnveilinGLORY, a ministry of ACMC (Advancing Churches in Mission Commitment), has men and women trained and ready to visit churches to teach on Cat and Dog Theology. Consider having them come to your church. It would be a great way to help your church to stop thinking like Cats and start living like Dogs for the glory of God! For more information, please visit our web site at www.CatandDogTheology.com.





Introduction



The theme of this book is based on the notable differences between what may be two of mankind’s (if not God’s) favorite creatures: cats and dogs.


Knowing that there are animal lovers of each, we hope that no one takes offense at our acknowledging the different traits of these beloved creatures, for certainly no offense is intended. Rather, we merely recognize that the God-given traits of cats and dogs can be similar to certain theological attitudes held by many Christians.


In nature, these attitudes are suitable to both felines and canines. But in our theology, some attitudes may draw us closer to God, and others actually pull us away from Him.


We hope you learn to differentiate these attitudes, and, as a result, draw closer to the God who delights in you (as well as to cats and dogs!).
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Cat and Dog Theology
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When Debby and I (Bob) lived in Phoenix, Arizona, mowing our front yard took no longer than ten minutes from start to finish, and that included raking the grass! Because our postage-stamp lawn was so small, we never got a dog. But when we found out we would be moving to Richmond, Virginia, we promised our four kids that we would get both a dog and a cat. And we made good on that promise!


We love our dog and cat.


Jasmine is a white mixed Labrador. We rescued her from the pound, and she has become a part of our family. She loves to run in the lawn and is the official welcoming committee greeting us when we drive up in the car.


After we had Jasmine, we were on the way to piano practice one day when we saw a sign for kittens. Well, we now have a cat. Simba too has won his way into our hearts. Simba loves to sleep on the kitchen chairs and can be found on our beds at night.


But I’ve noticed that dogs and cats are very different.


Any time I turn into my drive way, my dog Jasmine jumps out of her dog house and runs to the car parading around as the official welcoming committee. She’ll run parallel to the car until it comes to a stop. Then she barks until I open the door. Once open, she puts her front paws into the car where I begin to scratch her behind the ears. As I do this, her tail begins to wag feverishly. We enjoy the brief moments together, and it’s evident to anyone watching that we share a deep bond and love!


When I go into my house and walk into the same room where our cat is, there’s no evidence of love from the cat toward me. I’ll make a loud kissing noise toward the cat, but the cat won’t even acknowledge me. In fact, he doesn’t even move. Any acknowledgment that he does give me comes in the form of walking over toward me and “marking” my leg with his head which is his way of saying, “I own you, pal.” But then he’ll then go and “mark” a chair. (It’s rather humbling to be relegated to the importance of a chair in my cat’s life, all I am to my cat is warm-blooded furniture!) Yes, they’re quite different.


There is a big distinction in the way they go outside as well.


When Jazzy wants to go outside, she jumps at the kitchen door and barks, letting you know she wants outside. When the door is opened, she bolts out the door and runs into the yard.


When Simba wants out, he stands by the window next to the front door. That is the signal that it is time to let the cat out. So I go to the front door, open it, and proceed to open the second screen door. What does Simba do? Nothing. He just sits there and looks outside (knowing full well I’ve opened the door). After staring outside for a while, he’ll look inside for a while as if saying, “Am I sure I really want to go outside?” He’ll then look back outside and occasionally lick his paw. (I think he’s checking some kind of cat watch—I’m not sure.)


Now, patience isn’t one of my greatest strengths, so I call out his name, make some kissing noises, and wait some more. Again, Simba looks outside through the window and then looks at the open door, then back outside, and then inside. He will repeat this process a few times. Finally, with no sense of urgency, he will cautiously walk over to the inner door and slowly make his way to the beginning of the great outdoors. And in the process, he’ll take great patience to mark the door.


Yet right before he takes the final steps to his new destination, he stops and sits. He’ll then look outside, then inside, then outside, then inside, and then back up at me. This too can be repeated a couple of times. All the while I am holding the door open and waiting. (Now remember, patience isn’t one of my greatest strengths.) I finally get so frustrated that I end up kicking the cat out the door (lovingly, of course, because my kids may be watching me!).


What I’ve heard others say, I claim is true: dogs have masters, but cats have staff. This is why mankind has traditionally attributed characteristics such as loyalty, service, and faithfulness to dogs. But cats have acquired traits like independence and aloofness. There’s a joke about cats and dogs that conveys their differences perfectly. A dog says, “You pet me, you feed me, you shelter me, you love me, you must be God.” A cat says, “You pet me, you feed me, you shelter me, you love me, I must be God.”


This difference between cats and dogs is very similar to how Christian theology is being lived out today. We call it “Dog Theology” and “Cat Theology.” Dogs say, “Lord, You love me, You bless me abundantly, You gave Your life for me, You must be God.” Whereas Cats say, “Lord, You love me, You bless me abundantly, You gave your life for me, I must be god.”


Did you notice the little “g” in god? Please note that Cats, or people with this theology, never really say, “I must be God.” They know it would be politically and biblically incorrect. That’s why pure Cat Theology is never taught from the pulpit. It is never sung in a song. It is never taught as a seminar. This is because while Cats never say, “I must be God,” they do say, “It’s all about me” or “It’s all about us! God did all this for us! Life is about us! I must be what God not only died for but lives for too!”


Obedience, Glory, and Blessings


Now, in order to understand how Dog and Cat Theologies differ, you need to understand that both Cats and Dogs want obedience in their lives but in different ways. Dogs learn to obey their masters. Cats want their masters to obey them. As the joke goes, dogs have masters, but cats have staff. Theologically, Dogs want to obey God, but Cats want God to obey them.


DeVern Fromke, in his excellent book Unto Full Stature, says it this way: “Today we are reaping a harvest of man-centered conversions because we are more concerned for man than for God. . . . We are more interested in God serving man than man serving God.”1 You can see this attitude reflected in Cats’ prayer lives. The focus is on their lives, their needs, and their wants. Their prayers contain lots of me’s and my’s. (We’ll address this more in later chapters.)


In Praying Like Jesus, James Mulholland writes, “In December, I addressed my requests to Santa Claus; the rest of the year I petitioned God. My real concern is how to get God to give me what I want. My desire is to manipulate God rather than to know him. . . . Prayer is about me: Bless me. Protect me. Take care of me.”2 Martin Luther, a man used by God to spark the greatest reformation in the history of Christianity, said, “The essence of sin is that man seeks his own in everything, even in God.”


Yes, Cats are in it for themselves. And they would never say it, but if someone or something could give them a better life than following Christ, they would seriously consider it. Why? For Cats, life is primarily not about God, it is about them. Cats are into Christianity far more for what they can get out of it than for the opportunity to radiate the glory of the King of Heaven.


Dogs say, “No, it’s about God’s glory,” and they learn from Paul in Romans. In Romans 15:8–9, Paul speaks about Christ’s death. He says: “For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that . . .”


Stop right there. Note what is happening here. He is proclaiming the reason why Christ came to the earth: to live a perfect life and die a painful death. This is an important key. What is the reason? He says, “so that the Gentiles” (odds are that this pertains to the majority of those reading this book) “might not go to hell.”


Wrong. That’s not what the text says, but what a perfect place for Paul to have said it! If that’s not what Paul said, then what did he say? He said, “so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy” (emphasis added). All of us are saved for a reason: so that we might glorify God for His mercy. There is a purpose to our salvation, and that purpose is not just about escaping hell.


If It Were about Us . . .


Cats are missing the forest because they are so focused on the trees. They are so focused on the day-to-day glimpses of creation that they are missing the big picture. Think about it. If you were God and you were going to create an environment for humanity, wouldn’t you design everything for them? But when we look around, we see that it’s not designed for us; it’s designed for God. “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:16, emphasis added). He shares it with us, but it’s for Him!


If it were about us, why did God create three-quarters of the earth to be covered with water? Think about it. We humans can’t even exist on three-quarters of the earth’s surface. Think about it. If God made this world for us, wasn’t it rather dumb to make it in such a way that we can’t even exist on three-quarters of the earth? God wasn’t dumb. It’s not for us, it’s for Him!


And what about everything in the water? That’s for Him too! That’s why when you pull a sword fish out of the water, its colors are bright and brilliant and beautiful, but they only last 30 seconds because the sun fades them out. The beauty of a sword fish was designed to be seen by God in the water, not by us! Its beauty is for God.


If it were about us, why are there sounds our ears can’t hear while Dogs can hear them. If this life and creation were all about us, why would God have done that? Why did God create the eagle to have better eyesight than we? That doesn’t seem fair. Why can a baby horse walk at birth, but we humans take nine months just to learn how to crawl? Didn’t God know we had places to go, people to see, and things to do? (I’m still trying to catch up!)


Why do our bodies wear out? Why did God design us to be completely dependent on others when we start out, to reach our prime somewhere in the middle years, and then to have our bodies and minds wear out as our older years greet us? Why did God create us to need sleep? Did you know that a giraffe sleeps for only five minutes at a time, totaling less than two hours a day? God could have created us like that, but He didn’t. He chose to have us spend eight hours a day horizontal, conked out, and oblivious to the rest of the world. What a waste of time for those of us “doers.”


Why are there galaxies we can’t even see? Come on, God, that wasn’t too smart if it were all about us! And why can’t we change our appearance like the chameleon? Why can’t we say, “I want to look African. I want to look Asian. I want to look Caucasian. I want to look Latino,” or “Lord, I just want more hair.”


God created it just the way He likes it because it’s not about us! It’s about Him, and He does it all because it pleases Him! “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and for your pleasure they were created and have their being” (Revelation 4:11, our translation).


Glimpses in Revelation


In John’s glimpse of heaven in Revelation 4, we learn some very humbling yet challenging and freeing things. John is seeing the four living creatures giving glory to God in verse 8. They cry out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come” (Revelation 4:8). No reference to us humans? None at all.


Why didn’t those living creatures of Revelation mention us? The answer is simple: they are so caught up in the glory and wonder of God that nothing else matters! It is all about God and His wonderful majesty! (Why would they even care if we exist?) When the elders see this happening, they join in. Notice what they say.


Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.” (Revelation 4:9–11 NKJV)


That phrase “by Your will they exist and were created” could just as easily be translated as “for your pleasure they were created and have their being.”


Everything that God created, He created for His pleasure! You know what that means? It means the following:


• Dogs hear sounds our ears can’t hear because it pleases Him.


• The majority of the earth is covered with water because it brings pleasure to the Creator.


• Eagles have better eyesight than humans because it puts a smile on God’s face.


• The baby horse walks at birth while baby humans can’t even crawl for nine months because God wants it that way.


• Our bodies wear out because it forces us to put our hope in God, the only One who is worthy of glory.


• We sleep to remind us that we are not God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps.


• The galaxies exist in awesome splendor to bring pleasure to the One who created them all and has each star named.


• We can’t change our appearance because if we could, we would be so caught up in ourselves, we would totally forget about the One who is worthy of glory, honor, and praise.


Life is not about us. It is about God!
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Some Differences between Cat and Dog Theology
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Many years ago, I pastored a church in Australia. Sharon and I had been there long enough for the people to know certain things about us. Two things stuck out about me to one particular couple. They knew I hated certain vegetables, and they knew that I had a sense of humor. They learned that I could not only dish out humor liberally, but I could also receive it freely!


One evening we were having dinner with this couple from our church. The wife had labored hard preparing one of my favorite Australian desserts, Pavlova. Now for those of you who aren’t familiar with this wonderful delicacy, Pavlova is like a cake, but it has a hard meringue on the outside.


After wonderful fellowship with dinner, our hostess brought out coffee and dessert. When I saw it, my eyes lit up. Pavlova! I couldn’t wait to take my first bite. While I was engaged in conversation with her husband, she cut me a piece and placed it on my plate.


When my fork went into the cake, I noticed some small, hard pieces of something but was too engaged to pay any attention to them. I noticed that this couple was looking at me, but I was too engrossed to pay attention to that either. But after putting it in my mouth, I quickly realized why they were both staring at me! Our hostess had put cauliflower inside the middle of the white cake!


That Pavlova is a perfect parallel to Cats and Dogs in the church today. It is very difficult to tell the difference between a Cat and a Dog on the outside. Why? On the outside, Cats and Dogs look just alike—you can’t tell by looking which is which. They both have invited Christ into their lives. They both go to church. They both pray. They both have quiet times. They both do everything pretty much the same on the outside. But on the inside, there is an entirely different attitude. One says, “It’s all about me,” and the other says, “It’s all about God.”


Two Ways to Heaven


In our churches, one difference between people with Cat Theology and people with Dog Theology is clearly seen in what moves them toward heaven. Dogs and Cats get to heaven with very different motivations. Although there is only one way to heaven, there can be different reasons for wanting to get there.


Cats see the option of hell and walk, or run, away from it. If hell is on the far right and heaven is on the far left, Cats are moving from the right to the left (going toward heaven); but, they are walking backwards, focused on hell. A Cat says, “I don’t want to go to hell. I don’t want to go to hell. I don’t want to go to hell.”


Cats find out they can invite Christ into their lives, so they bow their heads and say a prayer. Then they slap some faith onto it and say, “Praise the Lord, we’re not going to hell.” When Cats do this, they are primarily focused on themselves. Their focus is only on their lives. They only catch glimpses of Christ as they glance over their shoulders. Although it’s not a bad start, it falls far short of what God wants.


You see, Dogs want to get to heaven for a different reason. Dogs are also moving away from hell toward heaven, going from the right to the left, but they walk forward. Hell is behind them. Heaven is in front of them. A Dog says, “I’ve found Someone who’s not only beautiful, He is beauty. I’ve found Someone not only powerful, He’s almighty. I’ve found Someone who not only loves, He is love. I’ve got to give my life to Him.”


A Dog’s salvation is described in Matthew 13:44: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (emphasis added).


Notice that the man first found the treasure, and then he went and sold all he had and bought the field. He did all this out of joy. In his joy he sold all he had and bought the field. Why? He had found a treasure that was of greater worth than all the other things he possessed. He joyfully relinquished all other possessions to obtain this one great treasure.


When we give seminars, we always ask the question, “How many of you know Christians who are totally joyless?” The majority of people in our audiences raise their hands. We have discovered one reason why so many Christians are joyless. Their salvation is basically fire insurance, and they are merely walking away from hell, focused on themselves. They have never discovered the treasure. Think about it. There is no joy in walking away from hell. Relief? Yes. Joy? No.


Assurance of Salvation


The very assurance of salvation differs between a Cat and a Dog. Many Cats know they are Christians because they “prayed the prayer.” A conversation with them could go something like this:


“So you are a Christian, right?”


“Oh yes,” says the Cat. “I prayed the prayer. I remember I was in sixth grade. The pastor gave the invitation, and something made me move out of my seat. I knew it was God. Tears were rolling down my face. I walked up to the front and gave my life to Jesus.”


“How’s your life now?”


“Oh, not too good,” says the Cat with a hesitant, hurting voice. “I’m going through a divorce. The kids are taking the brunt of it. I don’t want to hurt them, but I just can’t live with that person.”


“Well, how are your quiet times?”


“Umm, I’m not having any. I know I should be, but, quite honestly, I’m angry with God, even bitter toward Him.”


“But you’re a Christian?”


“Oh yes, I prayed the prayer.”


This salvation works its way out to the point that when someone asks a Cat, “Are you a Christian?” they say, “Yeah, I’m saved!” What are Cats communicating? Christianity is all about being saved from hell. Christianity’s focus is to keep them from going to hell, and everything still revolves around their lives.


Dogs respond very differently when asked if they’re Christians. A conversation with a Dog might go something like this:


“Are you a Christian?”


“Oh yes,” says the Dog.


“How do you know?”


“Oh, I’m passionate for Christ, and I want nothing more than to see His glory shine. I want to see it shine in the work place. I want to see it radiate at home, through my family, in every area of my life, and I want to see it go to all the nations of the earth.”


“Did you pray a prayer?”


“When I was a little kid, I did. But it wasn’t until I got to college that I found God to be so wonderful and so amazing that I would willingly and joyfully give up anything and everything to please Him!”


Cats prove their salvation with a prayer they prayed and trust in that to prove they are believers, which they may very well be. Dogs demonstrate their salvation by the facts that they hunger for God, want more and more of Him in their lives, and want Him to shine through their lives. These desires guarantee that they are believers.



Prayer



Cats and Dogs see prayer quite differently too. In fact, Dogs and Cats can pray the exact same prayers but have two distinct meanings. Take, for example, the prayer, “Dear Lord, we just ask You to bless our church.”


Immediately there should be warning flags. Cats are only praying for their church and not for the greater kingdom of God, for other churches in their area, or for the world. In many churches, the focus is always (and only) on their church. But aside from this, their prayers can be different. Remember outwardly it is difficult to tell who is a Dog and who is a Cat in the church. It is only inwardly that we can see the differences.


Inwardly, this is what a Cat could be praying: “Father, You know we need a new gymnasium for the youth; and, God, our parking is so crammed, we’re losing people (our numbers are going down); and, God, the organ is really getting old (not to mention the carpeting). We just ask You to put it on the hearts of some rich people in our church to give until it hurts so that we’ll receive Your blessings.”


But God could be hearing something far different in the same prayer from a Dog. When a Dog says, “Dear Lord, we just ask You to bless our church,” he could mean something like this: “Lord, give us wisdom in reaching the young people in our area, and give our youth a hunger and vision for taking Your glory overseas; and, Lord, show us which people group You’d like us to adopt; Father, we also pray for a foothold into the inner city—we see so little glory shining in that area; and there are so many international families living here, show us how to reach them for Your glory.”


Cats are basically saying, “Dear Lord, we come boldly before You and ask You to help us build our kingdom.” Cats pray for the things they desire, the things that will make life more comfortable and easy. It sounds like, “Father, please give me . . ., please let me . . . , please bring me . . . .”


Dogs boldly come before God as well, but they say, “Lord, we’re here with great faith because we need things from You to help advance Your kingdom. We want to make You famous. We know You will answer our prayers.”


It sounds like, “Father, let Your glory shine in this sickness. Allow Your glory to shine in how I’m treating my parents, my spouse, my kids. Father, Your glory is not shining in South Africa, in all of North Africa, in India, or in Pakistan; so, Father, raise up laborers to take Your glory to the ends of the earth.”


John Piper has referred to the prayer life of many people (Cats) as a domestic intercom, by which a family can ask for requests from the kitchen. Prayer is much more than asking God to bring us goodies from the kitchen. Yet this is how many Cats use it. Dogs use prayer for God’s sake to advance His kingdom, not theirs.


One church in Colorado lived out Cat Theology by taking money out of the missions fund (God’s kingdom), causing missionaries to not get their support, and putting it toward a new organ (their kingdom). They had prayed so hard for a new organ that they rationalized away the need for missions and focused on themselves. (This church closed its doors a few years later.)


Do Dogs ever pray for blessings? Yes, but it is not their primary focus; it is a secondary focus. And when they pray for themselves, it is usually so that they can have a greater impact in the lives of others. Do Dogs ever pray for nicer cars and bigger homes? Yes, but only when there is a real need for them, not when there is merely a desire for them.


Worship


Worship too is quite different for Cats and Dogs. In Cat Theology, Cats worship Him for what He’s done for them. It sounds like this: “Thank You for all the great things You’ve done for me. You have provided for me; You have protected me; You have given me this and that and more. Thanks!” Now there’s nothing wrong with that unless that’s all you are thinking about. It’s all about you, you, you.


But in Dog Theology, Dogs worship God primarily for who He is and secondarily for what He has done for them. It sounds like this: “Oh Father, You are an amazing God. You are both merciful and just. Your creativity is awesome and Your splendor is magnificent. And Father, You are a God of love. You love the Muslims, the Hindus, the Buddhists, and You love us! We honor You and all that You stand for. May all people worship You for who You are!”


You’ll be amazed at how many songs you’ll now recognize that were written with a Cat-Theology perspective. So many worship songs contain the themes of I, me, and my. These songs have words that focus primarily on what the worshiper is getting from the Lord.


Are these songs wrong? Not necessarily. It depends on the worshiper’s perspective. A Cat and Dog can sing the very same song but with totally different perspectives. A Cat focuses on personal glory while a Dog focuses on God’s glory.


One pastor heard the “Cat and Dog Theology” message on a Sunday morning. On Monday morning, he went into his office to get some work done and turned on his music. After five minutes, he was so disgusted with the particular CD he was listening to—it was full of a Cat’s perspective—that he turned it off. (We apologize if this is ruining your music selection!) Understanding Dog Theology can cause you to rethink your perspective about everything in your life!


Lordship


Let’s look at another difference between Cat and Dog Theology: Lordship. In Cat Theology, God’s Lordship is very limited. You see, Cats love to serve God when it is fun. They know it is good for their souls and that God is pleased with it. But when it quits being fun, they quit calling Him “Lord” and don’t serve Him as they should. He is Lord as long as they are being blessed.
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