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INTRODUCTION
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New York City stands as a sprawling testament to ambition, diversity, and the relentless pursuit of dreams. Its iconic skyline, with the towering Empire State Building, inspiring Statue of Liberty, and the brilliant lights of Times Square, draw millions of visitors from around the world. The city’s historic roots run deep and rich. From the Dutch settlers who founded New Amsterdam to the immigrants who passed through Ellis Island seeking a better life, NYC is a tapestry of diverse neighborhoods. Explore this global center for commerce, culture, and creativity from the theaters of Broadway, the fresh air of Central Park, and the many museums, to the unique enclaves of Chinatown, Little Italy, and Harlem. Welcome to New York!
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Science and engineering marvels abound in New York City, from the bones of a triceratops in the American Museum of Natural History to the Statue of Liberty and the elevators that take visitors to the top of the Empire State Building.












Chapter One


The City That Never Sleeps


Imagine you’ve just had the busiest and most exciting week of your life on your first trip to New York City. You stood on the dizzying 102nd floor of the Empire State Building, so high above Manhattan that the yellow taxicabs below looked like ants. You used chopsticks to eat dumplings in Chinatown. You took a ferry to the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. And you took a train to Coney Island in Brooklyn, where you rode the most famous wooden roller coaster in the world: the 60-mileper-hour Cyclone.1 Then you saw ancient mummies and towering, toothy dinosaur skeletons at the American Museum of Natural History.


And today, on your last full day, you visited Central Park, where you sat atop a gleaming white horse on the carousel, laughed at the waddling penguins in Central Park Zoo, and cheered for your favorite model sailboat in a race at Conservatory Water.


Now, just outside the park, you stop at a street vendor’s cart to buy a huge, salty pretzel. As you bite into the warm, soft dough, you check your subway map to figure out which train you’ll take back to your hotel in SoHo. The helpful hotel concierge taught you that SoHo got its name because the neighborhood is SOuth of HOuston Street. “You say it ‘how,’ as in ‘How-ston’ Street,” she had whispered, back on your first day, when you pronounced it “HYOO-ston,” like the city in Texas.


As you wash down your pretzel with a gulp of cold root beer, you notice that the sidewalks on Fifth Avenue are blocked off. Suddenly, a dozen police motorcycles roar down the wide street. Long black Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and Staten Island. It has the most people of any city in the U.S., more than twice as many as the second most populated city, Los Angeles. Around 1 in every 38 people in the United States is a New Yorker. But the Big Apple wasn’t always so built-up and busy.
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New York City lies on the East Coast of the United States, where the Hudson River meets the Atlantic Ocean.








Five hundred years ago, it was green and hilly, with marshes, meadows, and woods. The land was home to the Lenape, which means “the People.” For hundreds of generations, the Lenape had everything they needed to live in harmony with the land. They moved limousines follow them. It’s the Prime Minister of England, in town to give a speech at the United Nations!


From parks to pretzels to visiting leaders, after all you’ve seen and done, now you know why they call New York the City That Never Sleeps.
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The Lenape called the Hudson River “Shatemuc,” or “the river that flows both ways,” because its flow changes with the ocean’s tides.
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