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LETTER FROM THE PBS


We have some wonderful poetry to welcome in the Autumn and we couldn’t be more delighted to announce that Raymond Antrobus is receiving the poet-selectors’ Choice this season. Raymond has supported and taken part in many Poetry Book Society events and promotions over the years and we follow his career and read his work with real joy. We hope to reveal some Poetry Book Society merchandise featuring his words soon!


We have a stellar line–up of recommendations this season with some fascinating and insightful pieces from Romalyn Ante, Lorcán Black, Kathleen Jamie and Danez Smith, plus poems by Apollinaire and Khlebnikov, translated by Robert Chandler, described as a “treasury” by our selector Shivanee Ramlochan. I would like to make note of the posthumous debut by Gboyega Odubanjo which is this season’s Special Commendation. Gboyega tragically died aged twenty seven last year and a foundation is being set up in his memory to support low-income Black writers. If any readers would like to contribute there is a “GoFundMe” page which we can help you find.


A warm welcome to Alycia Pirmohamed, our new pamphlet selector who joins Arji Manuelpillai. Alycia first came to our attention as our Student Poetry Prize winner in 2017 and went on to win a Recommendation in 2022, so we’re delighted her involvement has come full circle to nurture new talent.


We have lots of events lined up for you this Autumn, with Jackie Kay and Jo Clement appearing at Durham Book Festival on the 11th October and Romalyn Ante with Roy McFarlane at NCLA, Newcastle University, on the 21st November. We’ll also be the official booksellers at a Climate Poetry Festival in Leeds on the 18th-19th October. Don’t forget the Forward Prize will be announced at Durham Book Festival this year too – you can order all ten of the shortlisted titles on our website for only £90 including free UK postage!


I hope you all had a great summer, and are looking forward to the nights closing in and the books coming out this Autumn.


SOPHIE O’NEILL


PBS & INPRESS DIRECTOR





PBS CHOICE: RAYMOND ANTROBUS



Raymond Antrobus was born in Hackney, London, to an English mother and Jamaican father. He is the author of To Sweeten Bitter (Out-Spoken Press, 2017), The Perseverance (Penned In The Margins / Tin House, 2018) All The Names Given (Picador / Tin House, 2021) and the children’s picture book Can Bears Ski? (Walkers Books, 2020). A number of his poems were added to the UK’s GCSE syllabus in 2022. The BBC Radio 4 documentary Inventions in Sound, which accompanies All The Names Given, was produced by Falling Tree Productions and won a Best Documentary Award at the 2021 Third Coast International Audio Festival.
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SIGNS, MUSIC
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PICADOR
– PBS CHOICE, AUTUMN 2024


Signs, Music pivots upon the same “tremendous stir of family” pronounced by Mimi Khalvati in her poem ‘Holiday Homes’. These long lyrics dive into a new parent’s flurries and rattling joys; whilst aching to show the ways a father’s death can turn a life inside-out:


The monitor looks like the retro radio


my father slept next to when I was a child.


I put my hand on the speaker, feel the pulse


(‘Towards Naming’)


In setting down fatherhood, this two-sequence collection attends to the gravity of our earliest connections and how they shape our very being. With a sonic poetics steered by D/deaf experience, Antrobus introduces the radical idea that babies – many of whom can sign before a verbal language is acquired – might also speak in utero. He describes “thumbing” as an innate first language of touch, as the unborn child waits to feel the trembling vibrations responding from beyond. Postpartum, this bodily expression continues as the son, “yet to form words”, communicates growing forms of comprehension:


the meaning-making of


  placing two palms up


 and shaking them to ask


   where?


Social standing and financial worries singe the edges of these pages. When a listening device goes on the blink, the cost of living and hearing are exposed. Anti-roosting spikes transform into a terrifically punk “militant nest”, offering a new future for hostile architecture whilst rethinking what really makes a home.


Elsewhere, the speaker sits “at the table with the banker / and the successful novelist” as capitalism’s “blue business” whirls away. On a poet’s pittance, the heat here is not from an absurd peanut butter-stuffed jalapeno but the pressure to score an“advance big enough to stand still / for as long as it takes to get the words out”. As tender as it is tuned in, this gentle yet grand collection provides welcome space to breathe. These poems will help you find “what lifts your /chest”.
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