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DEDICATION


To the people and dogs who taught me early in life that true jewels are made of flesh, not stone. And to my dear friends, the late Colleen Williams and Betty Claus, whose memories continue to reinforce that lesson.






Identifying the Four-Legged Players





From the very beginning I have been into the winning records of the country’s top dogs. Even a cursory glance at all-breed lists of the top-winning dogs and bitches in history immediately makes one aware of the incredible contributions given to the sport of dogs by the lady of Vin-Melca, Patricia Craige (now Trotter). Her Norwegian Elkhounds have been number one in this country continually for more than forty years. No kennel of any breed has bred more top winners than Vin-Melca, but Pat had taken it several large steps further. She trained, conditioned, and handled most of the dogs herself. At the same time, she continued her teaching career.
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Guy Fisher handling Ch. Vin-Melca’s Air McNair to BIS under Donna Buxton for owners Toni King and Bill Strand. The number-one Elkhound in the United States in 2007, “Steve” was named after MVP Steve McNair, star quarterback for the Tennessee Titans at the time. He was produced by frozen semen from Ch. Vin-Melca’s Certified, litter brother to Marketta and son of Bombardier and Calista. His dam Ch. Vin-Melca’s Moonbeam is a Calista granddaughter owned by Fred Archer, his breeder. (Booth photo)


Not only did the numbers of champions, Top Ten finishers, and specialty show and all-breed Best in Show winners become astronomical but the Vin-Melca dogs also became foundation stock for others. My dear friends Freeman and Betty Claus of Redhill kennels in southern California were among the many whose breeding programs were enhanced by incorporating the Vin-Melca dogs into their lines. Because of the numerous dogs involved, it is not possible to name each of the top Elkhounds produced by this kennel. The following dogs represent the most significant of them and appear in alphabetical order (all carrying the Vin-Melca prefix):


Before Dawn. Named after the Calumet Farm Eclipse award-winning filly; finished with a specialty BOB from 6–9 Puppy Class then was moved up from that class to win three consecutive all-breed BIS; retired with a Group Third at the 1983 Westminster show; dam of Ch. Vin-Melca’s Bombardier, a Quaker Oats winner and the number two all-time winning male in the breed.


Bombardier. Sired by BIS Ch. Vin-Melca’s Barnstormer; winner of thirty-nine all-breed BIS; Science Diet all-breed Top Ten twice; Quaker Oats Award winner; sire of a Quaker Oats winner; BOB at Westminster 1991, 1992, and 1993.


Calista. Top-winning Norwegian Elkhound of all time with sixty-six all-breed BIS; two-time Quaker Oats winner; two-time Westminster Group winner; number two all-breeds in 1990; number three all-breeds in 1989; defeated more than 140,000 dogs in 1989 and 1990 with twenty-two BIS in ’89 and 44 BIS in ’90; dam of eleven champions, including a Quaker Oats winner and a two-time Westminster Group winner.


Homesteader. Number eleven all-breeds in 1974; number one Hound; Westminster Group winner in 1974; Santa Barbara BIS winner; son of Howdy Rowdy.


Howdy Rowdy. Number two sire all-time all-breeds with 166 champion progeny from natural matings as the Hound Group’s top-producing sire; national specialty winner; sire of national specialty winners; multi-all-breed BIS winner; sire of multi-all-breed winners; Kennel Review Top Western Hound in 1968; Hound Group Third at Westminster in 1969; Century Club Sire H.I.S Publications award.
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Judge Fran Cazier selects Ch. Vin-Melca’s High Velocity for one of her ten all-breed BIS victories handled by owner Eric White. Velocity ranked among the top hounds and is the daughter of Ch. Vin-Melca’s Top O’ The Mark and Vin-Melca’s Back Talk, an unfinished daughter of Ch. Vin-Melca’s Calista whose pursuit of the championship title was curtailed by an unfortunate accident. In addition to being the number-one Elkhound in 2004, Velocity is amongst the top-winning bitches in the history of the breed. (Rinehart photo)


Last Call. All-time top-producing dam with twenty-seven champion progeny; held all-time BIS record for bitches prior to her half-sister Calista; multi-specialty winner and dam of specialty and all-breed BIS winners; BIS Chicago International; dam of 1986 Westminster Group winner Ch. Vin-Melca’s Call To Arms; BOB and Hound Group Third at Westminster in 1982.


Marketta. Eighth-generation all-breed and specialty BIS winner; Quaker Oats-winning daughter of a Quaker Oats-winning sire and dam; Westminster Hound Group winner in 1994 and 1995; dam of Top O’ The Mark, significant sire of fifty-six champions to date.


Nimbus. All-time top-winning male in the breed with sixty-three all-breed BIS; ranked number two and number three all-breeds; Quaker Oats winner; Westminster Group winner in 1977 and 1979; BIS Beverly Hills, Golden Gate (twice), Ventura, Channel Cities, Group winner at Santa Barbara; sire of thirty-seven champions; in 1985, his multi-BIS-winning sons Ch. Vin-Melca’s The Smuggler, Ch. Vin-Melca’s Buckpasser, and Ch. Vin-Melca’s Southern Rain ranked numbers one, two, and three, respectively, in the breed as well as scoring highly in the Hound Group ratings.
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Margretta, pictured winning the Group at the Memphis Kennel Club in 2006, the year she was the number one Norwegian Elkhound in the United States. Judge Gloria Mitchum Geringer commented on her excellent type and conformation, especially her correct rib cage and very short loin. Handler Mark Munson also handled her to 2007 BOS honors at Westminster. Margretta is doubled up on our cover girl Marketta and has produced her first litter for co-owners Patricia Trotter and Renee Jarrett. (Meyer photo)


Rebel Rouser. Number two Norwegian Elkhound in the U.S. in 1962; the turning point in the Vin-Melca breeding program and dam of BIS Ch. Vin-Melca’s Vickssen, granddam of Ch. Vin-Melca’s Vagabond, and dam of the great-producing bitch Ch. Vin-Melca’s Rabble Rouser.


The Smuggler. Number two Hound in the U.S. in 1984; number one Norwegian Elkhound in the U.S. in 1983, 1984, and 1985; winner of twenty-five all-breed BIS; multiple specialty winner; Santa Barbara Group winner; BIS Chicago International; BOB and Hound Group Second at Westminster in 1985; sire of Group-winning Top Ten ranked bitch Ch. Vin-Melca’s The Snuggler.


Vagabond. Top Dog all-breeds, all-systems in 1970 and first breeder-owner-handled dog ever to accomplish this in the U.S.; Quaker Oats winner; Westminster Group winner in 1970 and 1971; California Beaters Club award; BIS Santa Barbara; first Norwegian Elkhound ever to rank in Top Ten all-breeds; sire of outstanding brood bitches; sire of all-breed BIS winners and national specialty winner; inducted into the AKC’s Dog Museum Hall of Fame in 1998.


Valley Forge. Number five all-breeds in 1973; number one Hound in 1973; Quaker Oats winner; BIS at Kennel Club of Beverly Hills, San Fernando, and Oakland; Group winner at Santa Barbara and Golden Gate; number one Norwegian Elkhound in the U.S. in 1972 and 1973; Sire of Merit.


Vickssen. All-breed BIS winner; number one Norwegian Elkhound in the U.S. in 1966 and 1967; sire of Vagabond and two other BIS sons; national specialty Stud Dog Class winner; first male to be housed at Vin-Melca.


When I interviewed Pat in 1992, she had retired Ch. Vin-Melca’s Calista (Sarah) to the breeding program and was campaigning Bombardier. I asked what else the Vin-Melca breeding program could possibly produce to make history. Well, the breeding of these two Quaker Oats winners produced the first known Quaker Oats winner from such a union. Their daughter, Ch. Vin-Melca’s Marketta, became the only award winner in Quaker Oats history with both a sire and dam who were award winners. (These awards today are known as the Dogs in Review Show Dog of the Year Awards.) Marketta, like her beautiful mother before her, won two Hound Groups at the Garden (1994 and 1995), proving that some are born to win.


Update to the Second Edition: Although people aren’t accustomed to seeing Pat herself as a handler in the ring much anymore, she still handles her homebreds from time to time when her busy judging schedule allows. The Vin-Melca dogs have continued to make a tremendous positive impact on the world of show dogs in the new century with a variety of owner-handlers as well as professional handlers. Here are some recent winners:


Air McNair. All-breed BIS winner; number-one all-breed Elkhound 2007. Handled by Guy Fisher.


Bright Image. All-breed BIS winner; specialty BIS winner; BOB Westminster 2005; champion-producing dam.


Debonair. All-breed BIS winner; specialty BIS winner; BIS at the first California Hound show; Pedigree winner 1997; champion-producing sire.


Gray Dove. Parent Club Top Twenty winner 2001; multi-specialty winner; BIS Inland Empire Hound show. She was tragically lost in whelp with her first litter.


High Velocity. Top Twenty Hound; ten all-breed BIS; multiple specialty BIS; all-time number four Elkhound bitch.


Margretta. Multi-BIS winner; number one Elkhound in the U.S. 2006; first litter whelped in 2007.


Scattermark. Parent Club Top Twenty winner 2003; multi-Group winner; champion-producing dam.


Silver Shadow. Number one Hound 2002 with 100 Group Firsts, twenty-five all-breed BIS, Westminster Group placer and Westminster BOB 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2006; champion-producing sire. Handled by Michael Scott.


Top O’ The Mark. Number eight Hound in the United States; number one Elkhound 1999 and 2000; Pedigree Award winner, Westminster BOB 2000, 2001, five all-breed BIS, four specialty BIS, sixty-eight Group Firsts; top living sire in the breed with more than fifty-six champions to date, including three all-breed BIS-winning daughters; Pedigree Top Producer in the breed for four consecutive years. Handled by Tim Gains.


Wells Fargo. All-breed BIS winner; started his campaign in 2008 with Scott Sommer.


James P. Taylor
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Silver Shadow, handled by Michael Scott, winning the Hound Group under Eugene Blake. “Royce” was a Top Ten Hound, number-one Elkhound, and winner of twenty-five BIS before his retirement. He now competes as a senior citizen in Junior Showmanship with Jayme Baum. (Ashbey photo)




Preface


Because the dog has fascinated man from time immemorial more than any other creature in the world, the update of this book is intended to help us all become better friends of Man’s Best Friend. In the ten years since Born to Win was first published, countless breeders and world-class dog people have helped me grow and expand my base of information on how we can all become better breeders. Learning is—and continues to be—an ongoing experience inspired by dogs.


In the first edition, I shared the wish that each and every great producer could be included. In an effort to make this wish come true, several great dogs have been added while a few have been removed to make room for them. This is done to increase our knowledge and the subsequent options such knowledge provides. We regret that it is not possible to include all of the great breeders, sires and dams that have contributed so much to our wonderful world of dogs. At the same time we trust that the select sampling of great producers and the master breeders who work with them will serve to inspire others to follow. Deserving animals abound in most breeds, and it is the responsibility of dedicated breeders to incorporate the best animals into their gene pools.


With all of the new-age know-how available to us, it still is not clear if the breeder of the twenty-first century is a better breeder than the breeder of the twentieth century or even the nineteenth century. The gains we have made in veterinary technology as well as tools such as the computer of the information age are vital to the process. At the same time we cannot dismiss the importance of the practical hands-on wisdom of the stockmen and breeders of the past.


Although it is not possible to thank every person individually who contributed to this book, your contributions are greatly appreciated. Without the great work of those who came before us, it is impossible to improve on what comes after us.
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Introduction


What the book is not:


It is not a book on the reproductive system;


It is not a book on how to handle the mating of the dog and bitch or how to whelp the bitch;


It is not a book on how to wean your puppies or how to raise your puppies;


It is not a book on how to train your dog for show, rally, agility, obedience, or field trials;


It is not a book on how to handle your dog at a show;


It is not a book on how to feed your dog or treat diseases.


What the book is:


It is a book about the philosophy and learned experiences of one breeder-exhibitor who is sharing some practical ideas based on a lifetime in dogs.
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At one time or another we all have proclaimed to zealous persons whom we have known: “You should write a book!” It is also an expression we have heard others proclaim to us. Like many things in life, it is one thing to make the challenge and another thing to take the challenge.


There have been many wonderful and informative books written by numerous authors who are much more knowledgeable than I on the subject of the science of genetics and dog breeding as a specific discipline within that science. Therefore, it came as a surprise to me to find myself at a desk, attempting to be creative, when I began writing the book in the early 1990s. For certain, it got my mind off the gap left by no longer running the drill on the campaign trail every weekend.


One of the first problems I encountered was the question of what to name the prospective book. Fellow breeders who have agonized over what to name a very promising puppy, or deciding which puppy is special enough to be granted that name you have been saving for years, will commiserate with this dilemma. After all, as much as we dream of the possibilities of the newborn in the nest with names running through our minds, my efforts in this case would result, hopefully, in a new kind of baby for me. Thus the name was very important.


Breed to Succeed seemed like a good name, for it is what we all hope to do; however, breeding a good animal is not enough, for the dog must be nourished properly long before the dam is ever bred, the progeny not yet a gleam in its father’s eye. The litter must be brought into the absolute, ultimate environment and the resulting puppies raised, trained, and conditioned like Olympic athletes. If everything falls into place, one day the very special athlete will stand proudly on the podium, gold medal around his neck, listening as the national anthem is played, for all to salute. Such an Olympian exudes an air of one born to win!


Do I have a magic formula I can share that will make such lofty goals simple as well as possible? No. For no one person has all the answers. Do I have an easy ten-step plan you can follow for sure success? No. The truth is, in the endeavor to breed quality dogs that make it to the top, the secret is no secret—just hard work and plenty of it—forever and ever. I can sum it all up by paraphrasing the one and only Thomas Jefferson: “The harder I worked, the luckier I got.”


When one looks at the growing sport of showing dogs, it is obvious that there are a lot of people out there who are dedicated to the goals of participating in the process of selecting breeding stock, whether they realize it or not. Among their numbers are many who are truly and sincerely committed to breeding the best. The more a person knows about the breed—function and essence of type—the better that person is able to use the strengths of the standard while accepting its weaknesses. No matter how hard we try and how much we think we know, there is always something to learn. If this book can offer one single suggestion, no matter how seemingly insignificant, that helps one breeder breed one dog that is a step forward for the breed, it has served its purpose.


What the reader must keep in mind is that what works for my family of Vin-Melca Norwegian Elkhounds might not work for another breed or even for another line of Norwegian Elkhounds. Yet it is hoped that this book can stimulate thought that will lead the reader on his own intellectual pursuits that, when combined with the aforementioned hard work, will bring the breeder desired results. Keep in mind that the author is not a geneticist or a veterinarian. Therefore, suggestions in the book should be treated as just that, suggestions.


Why, then, attempt to write such a book? Because it seemed like my dogs were not reading the books, or, if they were, they were not always adept at following them! As good as many of the books were that I used as references, it was not always possible to find solutions to my problems. Perhaps a book dealing with practical problems might be in order.


Several years ago, I attempted to play bridge even though I had little innate aptitude for playing cards. After devouring books on the subject and bypassing everything from natural disasters to man-made ones on the front pages of the newspaper, I would jump right to Goren’s columns on the subject. It seemed I was always dealt hands that never appeared in the morning paper. With that memory and the encouragement of many dear to me, this book represents my best effort to produce something of practical use to the breeder who is not dealt the “usual hand.”


The fact is that the book shares ideas that worked for one breeder, period. What works for you is what works for you. The idea of different strokes for different folks can be applied to many things in life, including the development of a line that produces beautiful dogs that do credit to the breeder and the breed.


Breeders must be open to change at the same time, doing what is best to attain their breeding goals. If your breeding program is progressing in the direction you desire, you are doing the right things. If it is not satisfying your goals, keep in mind that if you continue to do what you have always done, you will get what you have always gotten. In living our lives, most of us do not make the same mistake only once or twice. We make it over and over again. As Clarence Darrow said, “History repeats itself. That’s one of the things wrong with history!”


Recognize, then, that the best use of the book is to stimulate the reader’s own innovative thinking and that nothing is written in stone. Change for the sake of change is meaningless. You may be doing the best possible job already. If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.




A Dedicated Dog Breeder All His life


Like many of us hooked on dogs, his love of dogs and horses started during his boyhood. It continued to be his favorite hobby throughout his life. He researched and studied his pedigrees as he worked with his dogs, always striving to improve his bloodlines. This continued effort to improve his breeding program resulted in the importation of several dogs from the Continent.


He regularly got up in the wee hours of the morning for an early breakfast before he joined his friends and his hounds to go out in search of the fox. His love of horses was equally strong and resulted in his importing some excellent Dalmatians to complete his coaching picture. His dogs loved him and gave him their all, both at work and at play. Some years his records indicated that he whelped as many as four large litters in a ten-week period.


Twice his breeding activities were curtailed when he went off to war, and each time he returned to find his kennels a mess and his dogs in much poorer condition than he himself kept them. Each time he was forced to rebuild his facilities and get back in touch with his animals. This should sound familiar enough to modern dog breeders!


He had few if any equals in the sport of the chase, riding to the hounds with the expertise of the extraordinary horseman. Not only was he meticulous enough in keeping his breeding records straight—they would have satisfied the American Kennel Club (AKC)—his financial records of his dog hobby would have met with the approval of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Most of us would envy his documentation skills with his paperwork, a tedious task for an active man like him, just as it is for us.


His breeding program became so consistent that any Foxhound breeder in the world would appreciate it, for the dogs were of such correct pack type that you could throw the proverbial blanket over them.


Long before the AKC and the IRS, he was a leading American dog breeder and fancier. He was also “the father of his country,” our first president, George Washington. You probably have his picture in your wallet.
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Pharaoh Hound Ch. Farao Anubis Ramses is representative of ancient artwork of the Middle East, indicating that Pharaoh-like dogs have existed for thousands of years. This international winner was bred in Sweden by Maria Westman, who co-owned him with Dominic Corota and Stephen Sipperly. An all-breed BIS and specialty winner with multiple titles, Ramses was handled in the United States to classic victories including 2004 Westminster BOB by Stacy and Michael Work. (Michael Work photo)







CHAPTER 1


Winning Takes a Plan





The history of man’s relationship with his best friend dates back to antiquity. As far as we know, the dog is the only animal to domesticate itself; that is, to choose to live with man of his own volition with no coercion from man. This eventually resulted in the dog’s becoming man’s cooperative servant and best friend.


Primitive man’s artwork is clear evidence that dogs joined man in the hunt and other supportive efforts to survive and, in time, dogs began to emerge with traits that favored success at these designated jobs. Natural selection had always favored the survival of animals that could adjust to the extremes of climate in their environment, thrive on the available food supply, and, in general, develop those traits that would create hardiness in successive generations.


Nowhere is the adage “form follows function” applied more appropriately than in the formative years of the species itself and the early forerunners of the breeds that were to come later. Dogs soon came to develop characteristics that best adapted them to their environment and enabled them to perform certain tasks desired by their primitive masters. Sometimes the adjustment was as basic as developing a coloration that would blend in with the surroundings—a form of camouflage. Other times, the adjustment was a gradual change in the skeleton that eventually produced a speedier, racier dog more capable of exposure to extreme heat. Such an example is the sighthound, who adapted to running down prey in the desert. The mountain version of the same animal might have heavier bone and more coat to be suited to differences in climate, rough terrain, the workplace, and the type of prey.


Exactly how any specific breed evolved from the earliest wolf-like dog, or Tomarctus, is not clear. Nor is it clear which animal first evolved into some semblance of a breed we can recognize today. Dogs of different types could have been evolving in different parts of the world at similar times in history.


Norwegian Elkhound fanciers claim to have one of the oldest of the Arctic dogs, based on evidence of elkhound-like skeletons that date back several thousand years to the days of primitive Vikings. Yet breeders of Samoyeds and Chow Chows, for example, could also make similar historical claims and be justified. Legitimate claims by sighthound enthusiasts to own the oldest breed could be made by those with Greyhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Afghan Hounds, and Salukis. Indeed, more than one source suggests that dogs similar to Afghans accompanied Noah on the ark.


According to American Kennel Club (AKC) records, a pariah-type dog existed in the Americas long before the Europeans came. It is thought that the Spanish were the first to bring dogs from the Old World in the sixteenth century, and the breeds were probably similar to Mastiffs and Greyhounds. However, generations of elementary-school children were taught erroneously that Columbus discovered the New World because that is what the record indicated. The operative word is record. Because primitive Vikings kept no known written records, their explorations and settlements some 500 years earlier in Newfoundland were not recognized until the twentieth century, when archaeologists verified their presence using radiocarbon dating. Other evidence indicates the Chinese, too, may have preceded Columbus, sailing into harbors off the coast of Los Angeles long before Europeans considered the Earth might be something other than flat.


Records of dogs and their evolutionary development are rather scarce until the breeds reached western Europe where the English, in particular, started keeping pedigrees and records. Just as our own Constitution owes its birth to the motherland’s history through English common law and on back to the Magna Carta in 1215, so does the AKC and our entire purebred dog population owe the inhabitants of the British Isles for their contributions to the creation and improvement of so many breeds.
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Greyhound-like dogs were among the earliest recognizable breeds. In the Old Testament, King Solomon extolled their virtues and described them as “comely in going.” Pictured is the top-winning Greyhound in history, Ch. Aroi Talk Of The Blues, affectionately known as “Punky.” Corky Vroom handled her for owners Mr. and Mrs. N.J. Reese to Top Dog All Breeds in 1976. Her record of sixty-eight BIS and two Westminster Groups and Quaker Oats awards has stood for over three decades.


As early as the 1500s, a book written in England described several groups of dogs: sighthounds, scenthounds, spaniels, setters, terriers that went to ground and others that were bred for baiting and fighting, mastiffs and shepherd or herding dogs (evidently the northern breeds had not yet reached England). Therefore, it comes as no surprise that the British held the first dog show of record in 1859 as an endeavor to aid breeders of fine dogs to gather together their best animals in competition to select breeding stock. In October of 1874 the first American dog show was held in Mineola, New York, and the very next day the Tennessee Sportsmen’s Association held a combined dog show and field trial in Memphis, Tennessee. Both of these American dog shows were conducted under the rules of The Kennel Club (England). In May 1877 the Westminster Kennel Club held its first dog show, followed shortly thereafter by the formation of the AKC and, in time, the resulting and all-important stud book. No wonder Westminster is so revered by America’s dog fanciers—it preceded the AKC!
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Ch. Timberline Barni Drakyi is proof that breeder cooperation and careful selection of foundation breeding stock in the years prior to entering the AKC registry pays off. Not only did this gold Tibetan Mastiff win the breed in the first year of eligibility at Westminster under judge Paula Nykiel in February 2008, he did it at the age of seven and one-half and went on to make the cut in the Group under Connie Barton. Breeder Charles Radcliffe worked with his colleague Richard Eichhorn and the two co-own with Lois Claus. Ed Thomason handles “Barnes,” an accomplished sire of rare-breed winners and other quality foundation stock when the breed entered AKC.


The original stud book published the name of every animal registered with the AKC. Later, only those animals that produced a litter that had been registered would find their way into the stud book. Thus one could research the stud book and backtrack through previous volumes to ascertain the ancestry of any animal that the AKC had registered. It is important to realize that once the stud book is closed, ensuing generations of breeders have only the genes contained by the original dogs in the registry with which to work. That is why new breeds currently in the foundation stock stage of their entry into our world of dog breeding and showing must make every effort to get the best dogs available into the process. It might be said that this foundation stock stage is the most important step in the future development of the breed. Any new genetic material added to a breed’s gene pool later is through the occurrence of mutation. (Future technology might include adding new genetic material through gene therapy and splicing.)


Because of this inherent condition associated with the finality of stud book closure, breeders working with breeds that aspire to enter the AKC’s regular breed directory should focus on long-term as well as short-term thinking. Thinking generations ahead as to what the current gene pool could produce in the future can assist in making sure that the right dogs become part of the process. It is of vital importance that those involved avoid letting interclub disputes influence such decisions.


Whether the dog as we know it descended from the same ancestor—Canis lupus—is of little real significance to us today. Perhaps dogs more or less occurred in different parts of the world in random ways at varying times. Perhaps Ice Age interaction or connecting continents allowed similar animals in varying forms to roam all over the world, changing those forms as they migrated to function better in their new and different environments.


Either way, natural selection could intervene to change the animal either slowly through evolution or rapidly and dramatically through mutation. If all dogs from the Chihuahua to the Great Dane do, in fact, trace their ancestry back to Canis familiaris and its ancestor Canis lupus, does it mean that because they all have a common ancestor there is no such thing as an absolute purebred dog?


To understand why primitive animals were not identical or more alike, it is important to accept the fact that mutations occurred at some point. Mutations are sudden changes in the genetic-information process caused by things only scientists understand. No matter, as we can get an appreciation of how adept Mother Nature is at the mutation game by looking at the problem facing medical technology presented by modern bacteria. Almost as rapidly as research laboratories develop new antibiotics, the bacteria adjust and develop new resistance to them. In fact, a very real concern of the scientific community in the twenty-first century is finding ways to stay ahead of the various germs’ abilities to mutate and overcome medicines designed to prevent or destroy them. Although mutations are usually harmful, some are anything but.
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White birds of England were protected until the so-called progress of the Industrial Revolution covered the trees with soot. No longer were the white birds protected, and they became the proverbial sitting ducks. Drawings by Patricia Peters.


Try to picture a flock of white birds whose habitat was among light-colored trees with near-white bark in pre-industrial England. The flock was well hidden and protected from its predators until the by-products of the Industrial Revolution covered the trees with soot and filth, leaving the white birds against the black background as proverbial sitting ducks for their predators. As the flock started dwindling in numbers, previously scarce black mutants now survived to breed on and develop the flock into a color that accommodated the changes to the trees. Now the flock consisted mostly of black birds that fit into the changed environment. The rigors of nature are very demanding—adapt or die.


What about dog breeding and the selection involved with it? What started out as natural selection all those years ago when the species was sorted out, first by nature and then by early man, evolved into a far different process. Although a number of performance dogs today are still selected through the more natural criteria, most of today’s purebred dogs are chosen through artificial selection. This choice is made by the breeder to please the breeder.


Artificial selection, or human control of the breeding population, based on criteria other than survival, led to the development of many different breeds of dog bred for a specific purpose. During the development of a breed, if there were no dogs available in the breed that possessed the desired qualities, breeders used other breeds, implementing crossbreedings to introduce new traits for a better and more functional end product. This quest for specific breeds to serve specific purposes has resulted in the development by man of more than 400 breeds of dog, some very well known to all of us and others known to only a few interested people in a restricted locale.


Of these 400 or more breeds, some could still survive in the wild. Most, however, could survive only in the environment man provides. Some breeds have been so man-made that they cannot reproduce without man’s assistance. With this artificial selection goes a tremendous amount of responsibility on the part of the sincere and dedicated breeder.


Breeders who breed the more natural breeds might simulate Mother Nature. In place of that demanding and harsh judge, become a breeder who expects your animal to do those things for which it was bred. Become one who simulates natural selection in an ongoing effort to create a hardy line of animals that enjoy a long and healthy life and exhibit great character as well as beauty. Breeders who concentrate on the more man-made breeds might determine their own methods of working within the artificial selection process to keep their dogs as natural as possible while seeking the characteristics that set the breed apart. By combining a form of simulated natural selection with the best possible means of artificial selection, it is hoped that progress can be attained.


SO YOU WANT TO BE A BREEDER


The breeding of purebred dogs is both an art and a science; thus the true breeder is a very artistic genetic engineer. The breeder plans a breeding program in much the same manner as the architect plans a building or a bridge. In examining the pedigree—or genetic blueprint—of an animal, one can determine if the engineers or breeders involved in producing this animal arrived at the end product by a plan or by a series of individual matings that represented no real grand design.


The ethical breeder is a purist who does not expect his animals to earn their keep through stud fees and puppy sales. The ethical breeder lives for his dogs and not off his dogs. This breeder breeds for the enjoyment of the end product and the sense of accomplishment achieved by success. This success can come in the form of looking out the window in sheer pleasure as one of your dogs trots across the yard effortlessly—or it can come with accolades in the show ring.


Breeders must be constantly dedicated and rededicated to the fact that the most important thing a dog can be is man’s best friend. Breeders must keep in mind that there are already too many dogs, and each breeding must be done with great care, no matter how inconvenient, or it should not be done at all. Breeders must take the long-term picture of the breed, not just the breedings they are considering now.




BREED-SPECIFIC CONTRADICTIONS TO GENERAL DOG KNOWLEDGE










It is important for the potential breeder to realize that some of the general information about dogs may not be appropriate when referring to a particular breed. Most breeds prefer that the dogs have angles similar to those described in the Notion of Motion section.


A notable exception to this rule of thumb is the Chow Chow, which is built significantly straighter in its angles than these other breeds. The breed standard spells out that the angle of the shoulder blade to the upper arm is 110 degrees, rather than the 90-degree shoulder angle called for by most breed standards, and goes on to explain that this results in less reach.


The Chow Chow standard balances this front end by calling for hindquarters with little angulation at the stifle joint, resulting in stilted action of the rear. When one sees handlers racing Chows, one has to wonder if they have a clue what the breed is all about.


Most breeds prefer that the dog stand on straight front legs that are parallel when viewed from the front. The Bedlington Terrier standard calls for the forelegs to be wider apart at the chest than at the feet.


If you are going to breed Miniature Pinschers, you might want to follow the advice of the great English “Min Pin” breeder John Stott, who says that you will get lost if you demand that the Min Pin come at you exactly like every other breed; in so doing, you may very well sacrifice the good hackney-like action, with its correct lift and correct break at the wrist. Like the Tennessee Walking Horse champion I saw recently, the action may be somewhat loose coming at you but magnificent from the side view and with a back that stays perfectly straight and firm while sloping toward the rear, which is well under the animal. That is to say that most of the action is in the front with the accommodating strength and drive of synchronized hocks and a strong rear. Miniature Pinscher breeders are just like breeders in any other breed—they must learn when to make allowances in their breed that would not be acceptable in another breed in order to prevent losing sight of the forest for the trees. Master breeders know where their breeds may experience exceptions to the rule.








Breeders must continue their struggle to produce the picture of perfection for their breed. The dog in their mind’s eye must be sound of mind and body as well as of correct type for his breed. The fact that dogs are big business for some people must never compromise the purist ideals of the breeder.


Breeder responsibility to other breeders is just as important as breeder responsibility to the public. A major by-product of the availability of DNA information is that it is a positive step towards more openness with and from breeders. It is vital that breeders understand that blame is not the name of the game in dealing with accountability. A breeder who has previously unknown disease recessives surface is no more guilty than a devastated mother and father who have produced a child with Down Syndrome. Guilt enters the picture only when breeders attempt to hide the truth about disease in their lines from others. In other words, when things go wrong, don’t go with them.


To be a breeder is as important a responsibility as it is to be a parent! Every dog that a breeder brings into the world is that breeder’s personal responsibility and must either stay with the breeder or be placed into a secure home appropriate for that dog.


WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A RESPECTED BREEDER


Leonardo da Vinci would have made a good breeder—he was curious, creative, dedicated, and eternally fascinated with his work. Furthermore, his expertise at mixing paints was appreciated by fellow Renaissance artists, who respected his innovative and scientific thinking. When something did not work, he wanted to know why. If you want to be a respected breeder, you have your work cut out for you. It is a long-term commitment, not unlike taking the vows to a religious order. Discipline and work must be combined with the ongoing enthusiasm and excitement of youth if you want to do it all: breed, show, and win. Do not worry about the youth bit—if the work of breeding and raising quality dogs doesn’t finish you off, it will energize you and keep you young.


To be a breeder you must have general knowledge about dogs. That is, you must know what makes a good dog good. Such knowledge would lead you to pick a sound dog, correctly constructed, in any breed, with possible exceptions that would prove the rule, such as the Bulldog, which is not your usual dog. Knowing your dog as a dog requires you to know anatomy.


Breed-specific knowledge must be added to your general knowledge of the dog. This involves much study of the history and origin of your breed as well as an understanding of the purpose for which it was bred. The next step is to study your standard as though your life depended on it. It is amazing how many people who breed and show dogs have no idea what the breed standard has to say about their breed—or, worse still, have read it and just disregarded it. It is vital to have general knowledge about dogs and breed-specific knowledge about your breed. It is absolutely mandatory to know the difference.
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Fred Young handling Ch. Silver Son’s Danny Av Vel-J-Nic, his mother’s Group-winning Norwegian Elkhound, in the early 1960s. When the author inquired about breeding to this dog, Fred steered her away from his own mother’s dog to the dog’s sire (owned by someone else) because he felt him the better dog. True mentors are those who advise with such forthright honesty, even if it means making personal sacrifices. Wise advisors help young breeders grow and are treasures in our world of dogs. (Ludwig photo)
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Mentors meet at Westminster. Two of the great mentors of the twentieth century: Johnny Davis, who was my mentor, and Mrs. Lynwood (Peg) Walton of the famous Lyn-Mar Acres Basset Hound kennels. Mrs. Walton was a model mentor for a generation or more of Basset breeders. (Photo from the collection of Mrs. Walton)


This brings the breeder to the next requirement—total objectivity. If you can take your knowledge of dogs in general and your breed in particular and synthesize it into objective decision-making, you are on the road to becoming a successful breeder. You must be willing to work for what you get. The most appreciated rewards in life are those for which you work. You will not make it in “dogs”—unless you are so wealthy that you can pay others to do all of your work and decision making—if you are not prepared to spend thousands of hours working at your passion to breed quality animals.


Patience is not only a virtue in the Good Book, it is also a necessity in the breeding of purebred dogs. There are no shortcuts in the breeding programs of those who have made it to the top. The need for instant gratification that is so indicative of our society will not work in the world of purebred dogs—for ours is a success story based on delayed gratification. The emphasis on style, glamour and “pretty” at the expense of what is underneath all of this is a grave danger faced by the breeder. This modern phenomenon is certainly not limited to the world of purebred dogs. Our politicians, entertainers, and even our lives reflect an attitude that cares more about how things look than how they really are and what they really are made of. Such thinking leads to disaster both in the world of dogs and in life itself.


Perhaps this is why the average fancier lasts five years in the world of purebred dogs. I am assuming you are not average and are willing to undertake this magnificent obsession shared by those of us who breed dogs as a lifetime commitment. You are prepared to be the dedicated student who will learn and acquire the education necessary to be a real dog person. You must be prepared to learn the mechanics of the machinery if you are going to understand how it runs. Then you can worry about the style of what covers the machine, its color, and its attractiveness. As a breeder, you will realize that a beautiful, stylish, exotic animal that is not functional is useless. A plain, nonflashy animal made right is useful, and the beautiful, exotic rare animal that is also made right is priceless. It will make your life as a breeder worthwhile.


WHAT YOUR MOTHER TOLD YOU IS TRUE


Beware that you do not rush into your breeding activities to select the beautiful at the expense of everything else. What your mother told you is true: “beauty is more than skin deep,” and “pretty is as pretty does.” In effect, you are going to combine hard work with the knowledge of structure, type, performance, and breed quality to produce the dream dog. And you will stay dedicated to this idea: “There is only one reason to breed a litter and that is to improve upon your breeding stock—not to sell puppies, not for show-and-tell, not to set records, and not to present a world full of unwanted dogs with more of the same.” (Courtesy of Betsy A. Leedy, Miniature Poodle breeder and judge)


As a breeder, your future success will depend on your early start, your selection of foundation stock, and mentors to help you along the road to your destiny. It is imperative that you start with the very best stock available or you will spend years endeavoring to improve. Start off with an excellent bitch or two and do not attempt to have a stud dog on your premises.


In working with your mentor who has invested years of resources in the dogs, be willing to give something in return for what is being shared with you. The busy longtime breeder is always grateful to the novice who comes and helps bathe and groom dogs, leash-break puppies, and train youngsters. The old-timer is grateful to have some of his time freed up and is encouraging you at the same time, and you learn from the experience.


If you are an aspiring terrier star, you should be more than willing to help with the kennel chores to get a Lydia Hutchinson, Gabriel Rangel or Wood Wornall to share knowledge with you. If you want to breed the perfect Poodle, a Joey Vergnetti or Wendell Sammet would appreciate your helping hand in return for advice and guidance. If Pugs are your forte, Charlotte Patterson should find you camped on her front step.


To have a lasting influence on the breed, experienced breeders think generations ahead with both dogs and people, for they know nothing is forever. If you are sincere and dedicated, they want you in their breed for the good of its future. Such a mentor as one of the aforementioned greats lives on long after individual dogs and people are gone—for theirs is a legacy of the elite of the dog world. Such a breeder is remembered by ensuing generations long after he or she is gone. If you are lucky, you will be one of those carrying on. You are, in effect, the family of the future.


Good breeders have their own purposes to breed an animal that satisfies them. The ultimate dream is to breed one that satisfies the breeder and every other expert, too.


Good breeders are totally committed to their dogs. It is a way of life for them. They are prepared to make sacrifices. When friends, if they still have any non-doggy ones, ask them to parties and fun events and their best bitch is due to whelp, they stay home. Social events, sporting events, symphonies, and a million and one other things that normal people do for enjoyment are missed because their animals require care. Nonetheless, you should try to avoid reaching the point where all you do is related to dogs or you will experience burnout.


Because good breeders are also good people who need to stay in touch with the real world, too, participating in positive activities can energize their lives. Especially stimulating are artistic and intellectual activities that help keep the creative juices flowing. Good breeders avoid allowing dogs to become a fortress behind which they get so lost in the world of dogs that they are lost from the real world. Working with 150 fun-loving 8th-graders 5 days a week was a wonderful way for me to keep my perspective for 35 years.


CHOOSING A MENTOR


In deciding who will be your mentors, be careful! Follow your head over your heart. Just because you really like someone does not mean that that person is the best source of help for you. The last thing you need is for someone to reinforce your already incorrect concepts—if you have any. It is neither the curriculum nor the classroom that makes for successful education. It is the great teacher.


Beware of potential mentors who have a messiah-like complex but not the knowledge to back it up. Such cult-like zealots are true believers whose ignorance is masked by their convictions. Because they are so dedicated to their own thoughts and thinking, it does not occur to most people to question them. Make sure you question their competence, knowledge, and influence.


In breeding dogs, like anything else in life, never expect something for nothing. The ultimate reality is that you, the breeder, will bear the final responsibility for your choices. Use all the teachers you can find who have value, but recognize that in the final analysis you are more or less on your own.




MENTORS AND MORE
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Fred and Margaret Young pause for photographer Joan Ludwig when all were returning from a dog-show trip to Mexico in the 1960s.


Good fortune smiled on me the day Fred and Margaret Young came into my life shortly after I moved to California in 1961. Fred’s mother Velma Nichols was a successful Elkhound breeder, and both Youngs were terrier experts who would allow me to learn from them as I shared their set-up at numerous southern California dog shows. It was Fred who taught me that the Bedlington is a fascinating breed that combines the quickness of a sighthound with the keenness of a terrier. He was a hands-on dogman who always called them as he saw them—as a breeder, as a handler, and later as a judge.


When I admired a young male Elkhound that he was handling and inquired about breeding to him, Fred discouraged me from breeding to this dog, which was owned by his own mother! He pointed out to me that the dog’s dam wasn’t the greatest and felt that most of the dog’s quality could be attributed to his sire, which was owned by a third party. Therefore he suggested that I breed to the sire. This breeding produced the paternal grandsire of Ch. Vin-Melca’s Vagabond and subsequently all of the BIS-winning Vin-Melca dogs to follow.


The Youngs continued to mentor when they became judges, and no exhibitor who really wanted to discuss dogs in order to learn was ever turned down by them. Fred’s death in 1987 was a devastating loss to the judging ranks and the fancy. His grieving widow continued to be active in the Great Western Terrier-Beverly Hills events as well as keeping a busy judging schedule. In time Margaret remarried another judge, Richard Renihan, who had lost his wife a few years earlier. The Renihans enjoyed their mutual judging until his death, and Margaret is now semi-retired from her judging career.


The Youngs’ daughters, Chris Erickson and Laura Young, remain active in dogs today and along with their mother enjoy a lively social life with fellow dog fanciers in the Phoenix area. Laura’s Australian Shepherd homebreds are consistent winners in good Southwestern competition. Chris is a terrier judge whose credentials include the successful breeding of Soft Coated Wheatens as well as the Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds she currently breeds.


Fred’s mother Velma Nichols lived to be more than 100 years of age and resided in private care near other family members in Phoenix, happily recollecting her years in Norwegian Elkhounds until the end. As the family matriarch, Velma took great pride in the contributions she and her descendants have made to our world of dogs. These three generations of dog people became extended family.
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Fred Young handles Bedlington Terrier Ch. Fremar’s Cable Car to BIS under Canada’s Bob Waters in the 1950s. This dog caught the eye of experts like Percy Roberts and Alva Rosenberg because he combined the quickness of the sighthound with the keenness of the terrier and displayed strength of underjaw and proper rise over the loin. (Photo courtesy Margaret Young Renihan)
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Fred Young flanked by his mother Velma Nichols (LEFT) and his daughter Chris (RIGHT) with three Elkhound puppies from an early 1960s Vel-J-Nic breeding. (Photo courtesy Margaret Young Renihan)
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(LEFT TO RIGHT): The sisters Chris Erickson and Laura Young with their mother Margaret Young Renihan and grandmother Velma Nichols.
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Third-generation dog fancier and breeder Laura Young pilots one of her homebred Australian Shepherds to BOW under judge Jackie Stacy. (Kit Rodwell photo)
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Chris Erickson selects Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Ch. Caraway Celebrate Life as Best in Specialty, handled by Sheri Carusi for owners Beth Verner and Betty Chapman, co-breeders with Gary Crawley. A square dog well up on leg with a strong rib cage and short loin accented by correct angles for the breed, this choice would have pleased Chris’s father, who always advised emphasizing such virtues when evaluating square dogs. (Dave Ashbey photo)


When choosing a mentor, you can work with an established breeder whom you trust both intellectually and morally. Established breeders have consistency in their breeding programs, which is a testimony to their constant objectivity and clarity of thinking. Working with the established breeder is a good move, especially if that person, your expert, does not get stale before you are wise enough to recognize it. You also want to watch that your mentor does not hit dead-end streets, refuse to be objective, or become jaded. The advantage to you in working with one expert is that your growth is concentrated. The disadvantage is obvious—you are putting all your eggs in one basket. So make certain it is a strong basket!


Another option is to expose yourself to all available information, finding out as much as you can from as many different reliable sources as possible. Using people, books, films, videos, articles and photos, you will collect a storehouse of materials, knowledge, and information. Furthermore, this type of educational venture will enrich your experiences as you attend seminars and specialties, engage in hands-on work with several mentor-breeders and have conversations with many experts, accumulating as much information as possible. There will be comfort in knowing that you are doing your best to collect the knowledge that will allow you to make the most informed decisions.


The disadvantage is that such scattered information and differing opinions might be disjointed and contradictory, leading you to confusion. The obvious advantage is that if you are discerning and study in a rational and organized manner—not helter-skelter—you will accumulate good information to assist you in making wise choices.


No matter what system you choose—the first, the second or another method that falls somewhere between the two extremes—it is the people with whom you select to work that will help you grow in a positive way. Thus, you must be very careful of charlatans and Pied Pipers. Be advised that some of these people are very skilled at salesmanship, yet may not have the desired substance upon which you can build your education. In the words of Elizabeth Barrett Browning: “The devil’s most devilish when respectable.” Also to be avoided are those with negative personalities who trash everyone but themselves. Even very knowledgeable people are not worth it if they are full of hostility and negativity that will rub off on you. Seek learned people who are upbeat and personable. Remember that any relationship is somewhat like a marriage and should be carefully investigated with more than the emotion of the moment. Look before you leap.


[image: image]


George and Sally Bell with a litter of their famous Bel S’mbran Salukis. The Bells tested their stock in the field as well as in the show ring. George is among the great sighthound mentors of all time and worked with his friend Chris Terrell of Kabik Afghan Hounds to produce educational films on the movement and function of these magnificent animals.


SETTING GOALS


There are breeders and there are breeders. Just what is meant by this? Consider the levels of golfing. The duffers and hackers take up the sport and do one of three things: stay at their incompetent level and enjoy their occasional round; improve enough so they do not embarrass themselves and break into the 90s with their eyes on the 80s; or, if they are really goal-oriented and have the potential, they become scratch golfers and club champions.


Breeders also come at various levels. Like the duffers and hackers, the beginning breeder has modest goals. A duffer is anybody with the greens fee and a set of clubs. A beginning breeder at worst, as defined by the American Kennel Club (AKC), is the owner of the bitch at the time of the mating. Some breeders are happy with just the experience of the litter itself. These are dogdom’s duffers enjoying their occasional round.


Another beginning breeder might be happy to just set his sights on a championship, depending on the breed. In some breeds, a beginner’s goals might be just to point a dog. In my own breed, almost any beginner can finish a dog if it has no major or crippling problems. This is not necessarily true in competitive breeds like Doberman Pinschers, German Shepherd Dogs or Labrador Retrievers.


At the next level is the competent breeder with goals in mind that include improving the breed in general and his own line in particular. Such a breeder wants his animals to be competitive under both breeder-judges and all-rounders. Such a breeder wants to breed quality animals—and learns the difference—that are sound in mind and body. This good breeder knows the difference between average animals, good ones, and great ones. Such a breeder will contribute to the overall improvement of the breed and, perhaps, become one of its unsung heroes. These people are the nuts and bolts of the fancy. Their contributions are meaningful and permanent as they go quietly on their way, breeding quality animals over the years. They are golf’s club champions, the “scratch golfers,” who shoot par, or close to it.
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Too good to be true? We called this puppy “Roddy” because he was to be named Nimrod in honor of his sire Ch. Vin-Melca’s Nimbus. He was lost to us tragically in a parvovirus epidemic that took so many wonderful dogs. Having the courage to go on in the face of devastating disappointment is an absolute necessity for those who breed dogs. (Photo by Carl Lindemaier)


THE MASTER BREEDER


The master breeder is more than the scratch golfer. The master breeder is more like one of the experts at the top of the Professional Golfers’ Association tour, really influencing the future direction of this sport. The master breeder has a purpose that is a passion—to raise the classic dog. The master breeder doesn’t just produce great dogs for himself, but produces great dogs for others in the breed to utilize for the good of all. The master breeder produces the big specialty winners, dogs in the Top Ten and those dogs that go on to make producing records as well as show records. The master breeder knows which of those records is the most important. To master something—anything—you must first become its slave. And the master breeder does just that. The master breeder is an artistic genetic engineer, combining the best traits of the artist and the scientist to create a magnificent end product. The master breeder is every bit the sportsman that the great champion golfer is, even to the extent of feeling the pressure of losing it on occasion. If that happens, the master breeder is well-rounded enough to make proper amends.


The master breeder is unique and has something special to contribute. Yet even the master breeder has times when he feels unsure, when the opinions of others have him temporarily questioning his own judgment and when he wonders if he is doing as well as he could. Because of his total commitment and objectivity that situation is often painful, yet the master breeder keeps on, working toward that ultimate responsibility of breeding better dogs.


Sometimes the breeder will have to grab and hold on to those private moments of pleasure provided by the dogs, as the down times can be most lonely. That is when one must take comfort in realizing that others who share this magnificent obsession and dedicate a large portion of their waking lives to dogs also experience devastating setbacks. It involves picking yourself up more than once. Like the Oriental proverb: “Fall seven times; stand up eight.”


Continued rededication serves as an affidavit that the true breeder will need great vision with the desire to be creative and the willingness to be a workaholic en route to the master breeder goal. Some breeders are multi-talented creative artists who produce works with pen and ink or on canvas as well as in the whelping box. The accomplished artist and master breeder, the late Peggy Westphal of Dachshund fame, was a marvelous example of such versatility. Others, not so blessed, turn to their animals to stimulate and experience creativity.


The dedicated breeder is that architect who uses a pedigree as his blueprint. His building materials are living, breathing sires and dams rather than concrete, steel, plaster, and wood. And the monument he constructs is as proud as any cathedral in the precious ability to lick his face in love.


Since these breeders have been working for years, often a lifetime, to improve a breed, beginners are wise to build on the progress made by them. Even beginning golfers buy the best clubs they can afford and do not try to design their own as starters. To launch your breeding dreams requires establishing goals.
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The late Florence Palmer of Torvallen Norwegian Elkhounds was an outstanding example of the responsible breeder. In 1960, when Florence learned that her line was affected by PRA, she brought the problem to the attention of the Norwegian Elkhound Association of America and then removed all affected dogs and identified carriers from her breeding program. This respected master breeder is pictured awarding Best in Sweepstakes Puppy to Ch. Vin-Melca’s Before Dawn at the parent club national specialty in 1982. (Photo by Marietta Jones)


The first goal is to select a breed, one that needs you and one that you need, for you will be dedicating yourself to its future welfare. The next goal might be to determine what will be your first measure of success—will it be to breed a homebred champion? This is an admirable goal, all the more so in breeds that are very competitive and in which major points are a rare commodity.
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Before Dawn (Ch. Vin-Melca’s Namesake x Ch. Vin-Melca’s Morning Star) accomplished an amazing feat in the summer of 1982 when she was “moved up” from the 6–9 Puppy Class to Best of Breed competition and scored three consecutive all-breed BIS on the competitive Montana Circuit, justifying Florence Palmer’s faith in her. (Callea photo)


Is your goal to breed a dog capable of winning an important specialty? A Group placer? A Group winner? A Best in Show winner? Reaching for the stars might mean that your grasp will go beyond your reach, but so what?


 Do you wish to establish a line of quality animals or breed one big star? Do you wish to recover a gene pool or type within a breed that has been lost to the breed? Do you aspire to maintain a particular look in a breed—a look that might otherwise be lost because those who contributed it are no longer breeding? As you establish your line, remember that breeds have been saved by such visionaries.


 Those of us who have been in dogs for many years know such people who have fulfilled the aforementioned goals within our breeds. Sometimes these people are members of an unknown, unnamed fraternity who shared such dreams. They were the unsung heroes who left the results of their lives’ work in the gene pools of today’s breeds to be harvested and properly perpetuated by the breeds’ caretakers. Or unhappily—as the case sometimes is—to be abused and trashed in the disintegration of their beloved breeds.


 Purebred dogs were greatly improved in the twentieth century by those dedicated to their breeds. Their legacy is left for current and future guardians who will carry our sport through the twenty-first century and beyond. Older breeders take great comfort from aspiring master breeders, knowing that their personal efforts will be protected, preserved and nurtured in the future.


 Somewhere down the road, a great dog will come along that traces his ancestry to the work being done by today’s breeders, who in turn built on the work done yesterday by breeders of the past. Even though it might seem that you are in the loneliest game in town, take heart in knowing that your endeavors do not take place in a vacuum. They occur like so many links in an unending chain, the first link beginning with the prehistoric dog. Every breeder must strive to put the strongest links possible in that chain.


The breeder’s aim could be as simple as having an occasional litter. The enjoyment of each litter will be enhanced by making it the very best litter possible. In attempting to breed the perfect one, keep in mind that it is difficult to breed the perfect dog from imperfect parents. That is why most of us have never seen the perfect dog; nevertheless, we recognize the varying degrees of imperfection. We attempt the impossible in our pursuit of perfection and accept with equanimity our failure to attain it. Then we go back to the drawing board and start all over again with our pursuit. This is what makes us “a breed apart.”


In setting your goals, remember that to be a breeder is not something that should be entered into casually. The breeder is responsible for every dog throughout his lifetime, whether he lives with the breeder or elsewhere. Breeders must follow all proper breeding codes of ethics. Accountability in all phases of the activity is the breeder’s creed. Otherwise there is no master breeder.


DOING YOUR HOMEWORK


Summarizing the job description and goals of a potential master breeder brings home the message that the degree of difficulty involved in producing greatness is not a matter of random good luck. Like the graduate student preparing diligently for his future profession in the real world, the potential master breeder must do his homework.


Preparation will involve the study of the physiology of the dog as an athlete, as well as the physiognomy of the dog in accordance with the standard for his breed. Having accomplished this, the potential breeder will understand the concepts of type and soundness and how they relate to each other philosophically, psychologically, and practically. It’s time to hit the books!


THE NOTION OF MOTION


What could be more beautiful than a gorgeous “typey” animal in motion? This breathtaking creature personifies fluid liberty of motion while at the same time displaying energy-saving economy of movement. There is a precise balance of power and grace made possible by thoroughly clean, correct construction.


Correct motion is an amazing phenomenon that is absolute in its balance between freedom and control—a balance achieved only by those athletic enough to have great flexibility as well as body control that utilizes total collection and stability. Such an animal is truly the living, breathing example of the magnificent description “poetry in motion.” The gait of such an animal has a certain tempo—like a symphony by Beethoven or a play by Shakespeare, it seems to flow.


This fluid tempo comes in all sizes, shapes, forms, and styles. It can be found in the effortless working gait of a gundog or a hound, the pendulum gait of a Fox Terrier, the rolling motion of the Pekingese, the shuffle of the Bulldog, the amble of the Old English Sheepdog, the lift of the Afghan Hound, or a number of other breed-specific movements. No matter which breed you study, the great ones will have that rhythm and coordination. They will corner well and have a sure turn of foot. These qualities are exhibited only by those animals presenting the practical picture of what we learned in geometry—the whole equals the sum of its parts.


Sometimes this mathematical hypothesis is not easy to translate into an evaluation of the dog and his moving parts. For one thing, even if we are experts on the physical construction of the animal, our eye is not always able to comprehend the whole picture. Only the truly skilled have the gift to do it in a matter of moments. To really understand gait, one must spend a lot of time in various forms of study, including, but certainly not limited to, the use of slow-motion films of the animal in action.
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Bombardier, exhibiting correct front reach of the right foreleg with excellent follow-through on the left foreleg, showing return of upper arm at work. A dog with well-laid-back shoulders and good reach of neck, this athletic animal has a well-muscled rear with good follow-through of hindquarters. This picture was taken by Mike Work, who handled him to several of his thirty-nine all-breed BIS victories.


To understand the mechanics of movement, one must accept that there are a number of elements that enter into the final product: anatomy, musculature, neurological factors, biochemical (the body’s fuel system) factors, the heart, and the psyche, as well as intangibles such as desire and will. Certainly the cooperation between dog and handler also factors into gait as evaluated in the show ring. In this case, the whole becomes more than the sum of its parts.


Locomotion, then, is a complex exercise involving a coordinated series of activities leading to correct limb movement. The walk, trot, and pace are symmetrical gaits in which the movements of the legs on one side are repeated by the legs on the other side half a stride later. The run and gallop are asymmetrical gaits in which the legs on one side do not repeat the movements on the other side. Correct smooth strides have less jarring contact with the ground, reducing wear and tear on the animal.


Because the trot is a diagonal gait for the dog in which the left rear foot hits the ground at the same time as the right front foot for kinetic—moving—balance, it is highly synchronized and most likely to show the best and the worst in the ring. This is why the trot is the gait of choice in judging dogs. It is also why some judges like to see a dog trotted slowly or, for that matter, walked. Horsemen, too, like to see the animals walk and trot.
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Calista (Sarah) at the Astrohall where she enjoyed BIS success. Sarah was in her element, exhibiting great extension on the real grass brought indoors for a natural setting. With her well-angulated shoulders and powerful quarters, she was able to stride easily. Sarah was blessed with the correct sternum and length of rib cage accompanied by a short loin. (Perlmutter photo)


Both the horse breeder and the dog breeder have created a large number of breeds, most of which have little resemblance to the ancient, primitive animal. Yet each was bred for a specific purpose, and in altering the original look of the animals to meet specific needs, even early man was working in an evolutionary manner to produce animals built for a given type of work.


Thus, the early breeder was selecting for correctness that allowed efficiency and energy-conserving locomotion so that he could get the most mileage out of his animals. The luxury of easy replacements was not available in the way it is today. And that very well may have been for the good of the order.


So no matter which breed is your choice, you must strive to breed the dog that is built to serve that breed’s function. Even if the function is to be a lap dog, the animal must have a sound body, free of pain, to enjoy the good life.


ANATOMY


“Anatomy is the first structure of art.” No less an authority than the great Renaissance artist and scientist Leonardo da Vinci made the aforementioned statement. When one considers that this classic artist painted The Mona Lisa and The Last Supper, as well as a host of other great works, one must realize that here is an idea to embrace.


Usually the artist is perceived as just that—artistic but hardly scientific. Yet Leonardo spent endless hours dissecting human bodies as he studied to learn everything possible about anatomy. His work on cadavers was an endless quest to ascertain what was under the exterior beauty of the human body. It was Leonardo’s belief that to understand the components of the body was to improve his ability to translate his knowledge to canvas. They just don’t make them like Leonardo anymore!


Just as Leonardo studied the interior design of the exterior appearance, so must you, the dog breeder, if you want to put your pretty picture into a functional form. Just as this talented genius spent hours, days, and years studying the intricate details of the interior, so must you, the potential dog genius, know the interior in hopes of producing classic artwork in the form of the dog. Just as the study of genetics and breeding requires you to be both an artist and a scientist, so does the study of locomotion. It is impossible to discuss anatomy without first defining conformation. Conformation is what you see, while anatomy is what you don’t see that makes the conformation possible and workable.


Likely definitions of conformation would include any or all of the following:


• The manner in which a thing is formed.


• The way an animal is put together.


• The make and shape of the animal.


• The form and structure.


• The way the parts are arranged.


Yet a discussion based on any one of these foregoing definitions would be incomplete without at least an elementary description of the skeleton. Quite simply stated, the skeleton is a composite of the bones of the body fitted together in their natural places. Although we don’t actually see the skeleton, it is what makes conformation possible, and conformation is what we do see.


Do you have to be an expert in anatomy to be a good breeder or a judge? It would help if you had a working knowledge of the parts, but you do not have to memorize the Latin terminology or be able to spell each one correctly to become adept at understanding conformation and the relationship of the moving parts to each other. One of the greatest horsemen I have ever known was an uneducated cowboy (a spitting image of the Marlboro Man) who knew more about the legs on a young horse than did the veterinarian or the farrier.


The skeletal system is like the foundation of a house, and if you start with one that is correct, you have the right beginning. For example, you read in many standards that the preferred shoulder angulation is 45 degrees to the horizontal and 90 degrees to the humerus. These figures represent the breed standard’s ideal slope of shoulder—also known as layback—and the closer you get to 45 degrees, the better. However, many useful animals with quite good gait will measure somewhat less than the standard’s ideal in shoulder angle. The important thing to remember about the angles is that they must complement each other if the dog is to be balanced and an accomplished athlete. That is to say that the angles in a dog’s body should be similar all over if the dog is to function properly. Poorly matched parts lead to awkward movement. Today, some of our breeds are struggling with this conflict. They have angles of one kind in the front end and angles of another in the rear end. Golden Retrievers, Irish Setters, and Boxers come to mind because the breeders are so concerned about the problem.


Disproportionate angles tend to tire a dog because he must work hard to overcome his lack of synchronization. This, along with other factors, may explain why sometimes dogs that are slightly straighter at each end than desired will nonetheless move acceptably. Even though their angles are less than ideal for their breed, they are still in balance. So a basic requirement is that the angles of the shoulder and the angles of the hip complement each other. Equally important is for the four vital bones involved—two at each end—to be of the approximate same length and correspond to each other in a correct fit. I will be eternally grateful for the coming of Catherine “Casey” Gardiner into my life in the 1970s, for she is the lady who figured out many things that had been previously unexplained, things that she shared with others.
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Ch. Vin-Melca’s Love Call, BIS-winning daughter of a BIS-wining dam. Owned by the author and Janet Allen, “Tess” exhibits movement that shows the correct profile in motion, holding her topline while covering ground. Tess was ranked in the Top Ten in 1986. (Callea photo)
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Balance in length of bones and angles front and rear. Norwegian Elkhound breeder Dr. Richard Smith of Vestlykke kennels in Canada illustrates the balance necessary for correct conformation. These drawings show balance, proportion, and bones of complementary length in the shoulder (LEFT) and the pelvis (RIGHT).


The length of the scapula (shoulder blade) will correspond to the length of the pelvis (hipbone), and it will also correspond to its front-end partner, the humerus (upper arm), in length. The upper arm length will not only correspond to the scapula but will also correspond to its rear partner, the femur (upper leg bone), in length.


The laws of nature applied to athleticism require that these four bones be in correct balance in both length and set-on (angulation) if the animal is to function properly. Casey proved that in the Norwegian Elkhound these bones would be approximately six inches in length and the angles would be in the neighborhood of 40 degrees or more.


If those four bones are correspondingly correct and the animal has a good layback of shoulder, the rest of the skeleton should fall into place even if the dog is an achondroplastic breed, such as the Dachshund, with great length of body and very short legs. Angulation, proportion, and in proportion are the basis for correctness upon which to build your dream dog. Just as you would not knowingly buy a house with poor underpinnings or an automobile with faulty wheels, you do not want to breed dogs that are not built on the correct foundation and without the right running gear.


The spine acts for the dog as the foundation acts for the house. The accompanying bones of motion become the wheels of the vehicle. The spinal column is the support system for the dog, and it functions somewhat like a suspension bridge in that it connects the front to the rear in much the same way as the Golden Gate Bridge connects San Francisco to Marin County. Because the law of gravity acts on this suspended weight, the spine has to have some curves to accommodate the force. Thus the spine has a gentle curve behind the withers—the tops of the forward thoracic vertebrae—and at the mid-back area of the last four thoracic vertebrae. This is the dog’s bodily divide, with the center of those vertebrae carrying most of the suspended weight.


If this perfectly constructed natural bridge is flawed by a neck that is too short, a loin that is too long and too slack, or any other number of anatomical faults, the dog’s ability to support his weight in the most efficient manner is compromised. Any deviation from the norm changes both the center of gravity and the support system, concentrating strain, stress, and concussion wrongly. Therefore, the whole dog becomes subject to breakdown. This breakdown comes in both the form of topline collapse and the dog’s inability to perform his job in the easiest way for the longest amount of time. In other words, he would assuredly lack endurance among other things.
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Ch. Mariner Little Sister By Tempo is a good model to study in seeking the correct Golden Retriever forehand assembly. In addition, she is well coupled with a good ratio of rib cage to loin. Her neck merges properly into her well-laid-back shoulder. Pictured here winning a specialty under the author, she is handled by Pam Tillotson Desrosiers for owners Jonathon and Katherine Chase. Bred by David and Barbara Brown. (J. Kay Kernan photo)
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Ch. Georgia Dachs Kirby displays correct front assembly for an achondroplastic breed. His layback of shoulder and upper arm meet properly at close to a right angle, bringing the elbow back well under the top of the shoulder blades at the fifth/sixth rib. Dimples on each side of the prominent prosternum appropriately emphasize the excellent keel. Good body depth brings the continuation of the sternum solidly below the elbow, where the lowest point of the bottom of the capacious rib cage is covered by the front leg. A good ratio of rib cage to loin length features a strong loin accented by a correct topline. Pictured with breeder John Thompson. (C.C. Photography photo)




CATHERINE “CASEY” GARDINER AND THE CORRECT KERRY BLUE TERRIER IN ACTION










All her life, Catherine Gardiner was a dedicated breeder of Kerry Blue Terriers as well as a student of animal structure and its relationship to movement. She founded a school based on these ideas and formulated programs to educate enthusiastic dog fanciers in every phase of the sport. Her students included novices embarking on a vocation or avocation in dogs, as well as experienced fanciers who sought to advance their own knowledge through her energetic educational efforts. Fondly called “Casey” by her many friends and admirers, she became an avid artist as well as an articulate teacher. She developed methods by which animals could be measured to ascertain their performance potential and their shortcomings. In addition to the influence her work had on me, very prominent dog people such as Rachel Page Elliot, Lawrence “Skip” Stanbridge, Dr. Richard Smith, and Betty McHugh were greatly affected by her work. These are only a few of the many whose personal knowledge was enhanced by her having touched their lives.


Catherine Gardiner’s in-depth research on the Kerry Blue Terrier resulted in a number of books and courses of study at the school of Canine Science that will serve as her permanent legacy. For years she studied motion, anatomy, pawprints, and films as she collected her information. Casey worked with Dr. R. D. Whitford of Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph, with specimen studies and dissections. Her work led her to measure large numbers of dogs over decades and subsequently resulted in her drawings and explanations of Kerry Blue gait.


Her model was her homebred Can./Am. Ch. Kerrycroft’s Alexander, who was three years of age at the time that his mistress did this work. These illustrated explanations show how a square dog, correctly made, can cover a maximum amount of ground with a minimum amount of effort. Casey emphasized, in addition to the correct structure and desired athleticism, the necessity of proper temperament and its role in well-coordinated gait. She wanted her work to serve as an inspiration to breed clubs to achieve illustrated works in their quest for education. Long before it became fashionable, Casey and her outstanding peers in this Canadian vocational project were developing a prototype training program to help young people acquire appropriate dog skills before stepping into careers of handling, training, and grooming dogs. All Kerry Blue Terrier drawings are courtesy of the estate of Catherine Gardiner.
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Static or standing balance: Static balance appears to be achieved in the Kerry when the overall length of the scapula, humerus, pelvis, and femur are all approximately the same length and at the angulation shown in the illustration. Perpendicular lines: In the forelimb, when standing naturally, a perpendicular line dropped from the tip of the spine of the scapula usually touches the back of the elbow and the accessory carpal bone of the carpal joint. A slight slope to the pastern will place the line behind the paw. These reference points are clearly visible or easily felt.


The trot: The trot has been used for these illustrations primarily because it is considered to be the dog’s mode of long-distance locomotion. It consists of diagonal striking and swinging phases, requiring the ultimate in split-second timing and synchronization to allow the striking forelimb to remain on the ground at the same time as that of the diagonal striking rear limb.
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Kinetic or moving balance: Kinetic balance may be achieved in a dog with this conformation if the temperament is such that the brain impulses will coordinate the muscle action, allowing movement with the least amount of effort.
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Start of the gait: As the dog starts to move, take careful note of how the head is raised. This will aid him in lifting the right forelimb up and the paw back in preparation for the forward swing. It will also aid in shifting the weight onto the left striking (supporting) forelimb and back to the right striking (propelling) rear limb, which is in readiness to propel the body forward. The left rear limb is ready to begin the swinging phase.
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Increasing speed: The head moves down and forward and shifts the weight or mass forward, which in turn aids in forward movement. The muzzle will usually be over the paw of the swinging limb for ideal kinetic balance. If the paw is raised too high, it may swing ahead but will strike the ground under the muzzle. Check the illustrations carefully and note how the striking left forelimb and right rear limb remain in the same place and visualize the fact that the body is being propelled over the forelimb by the rear limb.
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Maximum speed: A dog with this conformation, reaching maximum speed, will have all four limbs off the ground in a moment of suspension (flying trot). The need for split-second timing and synchronization is critical at this point. The left striking (supporting) forelimb must be lifted up, with the paw back, to enable the left swinging rear limb to slide under and strike ahead of where the left forepaw leaves the ground. The dog is carried forward by momentum when the four feet are off the ground; therefore the distance that the striking left rear limb strikes the ground ahead of the print of the left forepaw will be in relation to the height and the length of the dog, as well as the speed at which it is traveling. Sidewheeling (or such an illusion) will be created if the timing is such that the left rear paw must strike to either side of the left forepaw print. Such reaching beyond can be achieved only by the athletic animal performing the flying trot. Although a few individuals in other breeds can achieve this action, no breed is able to match a correct German Shepherd Dog at the flying trot.
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The spine is the dog’s support system. It acts like a suspension bridge with the building materials of bones, ligaments, and muscles performing the jobs of concrete, strings, and support wires. Drawing by Dr. Richard Smith.


To picture how the dog’s version of the Golden Gate works, you have to understand that the bones are comparable to the concrete part of the structure while the ligaments and muscles of the back act as strings and support wires. The closer the support systems are, the less potential stress is involved. This is why some of the elongated dogs, Dachshunds for example, are prone to back problems: they have a long bridge.


The question of why so many breed standards ask for a straight backline—referring to the distance between withers and tail—when it is obvious that the actual spine curves is answered by the conditioning and muscling of the dog. If you have a well-conditioned animal, the muscles and body tissue will fill in the crevices of the skeleton to give a smooth outward look to the back. Without the curves to absorb stress, the back would be too rigid to do its job. Greyhounds and Whippets are examples of dogs whose clearly defined curves indicate their great flexibility.


In addition to the previously mentioned bones of the front assembly—the scapula and the humerus—the ulna and radius bones of the forearm are also important because they provide much of the propulsion furnished by the front end. Undoubtedly, forearm contribution to both speed and agility is why a breed standard such as the Saluki’s singles it out, calling for it to be “long from the elbow to the knee” even though technically the front leg of the dog doesn’t have a knee.


The length and angle of the pastern determine its ability to absorb shock. If it is too upright and short, it will not properly absorb concussion. If it is too long and let down, it will damage the tendons and be too weak to do the job. The pastern and foot are part of the shock-absorbing front-end assembly. When that assembly is too upright, the animal suffers with cramped strides, a short, nonathletic, choppy gait and a general lack of elasticity. Furthermore, this inability to absorb concussion properly and the improper distribution of weight cause loaded shoulders and the eventual general breakdown of the entire front.


While thinking front-end assembly, it is important to remember that the neck is vital to good balance. Not only does it bring proper coordination as the connector between the head and the body but also, together with the head, it helps to guide the body. At a gallop, the head acts as a weighted pendulum, rhythmically pulling the body forward at each stride. A short neck interferes with balance and action, and, when accompanied by a poor shoulder, which it usually is, will cause short, choppy, fast-forward-type steps that are exhausting and incorrect.


The chest cavity and rib cage are of great importance, for they provide the housing and protection of the vital organs. Breed standards calling for spring of rib take that into account. But so do breed standards calling for a different configuration, such as that of the sighthounds in which great barrel and spring of rib would interfere with speed. These racier animals get their volume and cubic inches from a powerful, slender, oval-shaped ribcage with great depth, giving plenty of organ capacity. The Borzoi standard calls for a rather narrow chest and slightly sprung ribs that are very deep.


The English Foxhound standard, on the other hand, calls for a hound of great girth, spelling out a 31-inch girth on a 24-inch dog for plenty of organ space. The standard for the racier American Foxhound states, “…narrower in proportion to depth than an English Foxhound…” and calls for a 28-inch girth.


Although a number of standards—that of the Beagle, for instance—call for a short back, many standards take it beyond the distance of withers to tail and describe the short-loined animal. Such short coupling allows only a small area of unsupported back. Furthermore, with the rear closer to the main body on such a dog, the propelling power from the hindquarters operates more efficiently.
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The 2006 Westminster Best in Show winner, Ch. Rocky Top’s Sundance Kid, demonstrates the Bull Terrier version of the “flying trot” (when all four feet are off the ground) on the floor of Madison Square Garden. This athletic animal is considered the perfect model for the gladiator breed that emerged from the bull and terrier crosses of long ago. (Shawn D photo)
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The ideal Boxer is a typical square dog with the height at the top of the shoulders equal to the length from forechest to buttocks. Illustrations by Eleanor Linderholm Wood for the Illustrated Breed Standard of the American Boxer Club. The parent club honored this longtime breeder (Merrilane Boxers) and artist into its Hall of Fame in 2003.


Obviously, the back cannot be so short that the integrity of the rib cage is compromised. Such a caricature of a dog loses valuable organ space and will lack sufficient room to house all of the apparatus necessary for life as well as necessary for endurance. As with everything else on the correctly structured animal, the pieces must fit and conform to each other while complementing the whole.


Since the hind legs provide most of the propelling power, it is important that they be properly constructed. The hip, stifle, and hock joints are subject to hard work and must be made correctly if they are to be up to the job. Correctly made legs and joints that are complementary in length of bones and angles will assure equal distribution of weight, stress, and propulsion.


Joints form the union between bones and are unremarkable until something goes wrong. Their job is to enable movement between the bones without friction. The hip joint is a ball and socket joint. The socket is formed by the pelvic bone and the ball is the upper end of the femur. One of life’s many mysteries to me is why dogs have so many problems with this joint while horses do not.


The stifle joint can be a problem area with locking or slipping of the patella (kneecap). Although the problem can occur in well-angulated animals, it seems to be more prevalent in those with straighter stifles. Laxity of ligaments contributes to the cause. Sometimes this condition is seen in Beagles, in which the stifle will lock so that the dog has no flex in it. If it is just a temporary catch, the dog will hop for a few strides until it works free and he is then able to stride normally once more. Cocker Spaniels and a number of toy breeds are also victims of this problem. The Chow Chow is a straight-stifled breed particularly plagued by patella problems.


Too little angle in the stifle (straight stifle) causes stress in the middle of the back. Too much angle at the hock, bringing the dog’s rear feet forward under his body, causes the dog to be sickle hocked. This particular abnormality causes too much strain on the joint. Although some sources state that this conformation is not disastrous for draft horses the way it is for other horses, we have yet to hear an Alaskan Malamute person praise it. (Draft horse people say that sickle hocks, if not too extreme, allow the animal to get his legs under him and really push off.)


The correct skeleton we have described can be pictured in these forms:


Square: Described in varying ways in the breed standards. Some of these dogs will measure about the same from withers to ground as from forechest to buttocks. Other standards give the point of shoulder as the forward measurement to the buttocks. Many dogs are categorized as square in build. Some examples of the square breeds are the Norwegian Elkhound, Boxer, Doberman Pinscher, Great Dane, Keeshond, Chow Chow, Fox Terrier, Welsh Terrier, Chinese Shar-Pei, Schipperke, Afghan Hound, Poodle, Pug, and Affenpinscher. The German Shorthaired Pointer standard calls for the breed to be permissibly square or slightly longer than tall.


Off-square to slightly rectangular: These dogs are described by their standards as off-square or slightly longer than tall. Some of the standards will give exact ratios while others use in-depth explanations to describe them. Off-square to slightly rectangular dogs include the Samoyed, Siberian Husky, Great Pyrenees, Otterhound, Pharaoh Hound, Border Collie, German Wirehaired Pointer, Portuguese Water Dog, Chihuahua, Papillon, Newfoundland, German Shepherd Dog, Löwchen, and Bichon Frise.
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The Australian Terrier possesses a body that is “long in proportion to the height of the dog” according to the breed standard, presenting a rectangular appearance. Artwork from the parent club’s Judges’ Education materials.


[image: image]


The American Staffordshire Terrier is an example of a breed that is built off-square, or slightly longer than tall. Illustration by Sara Nugent.


Rectangular: These dogs are longer from front to rear than are the breeds previously mentioned. As with most breeds, most of this length is in the rib cage. Breeds with this configuration include the Anatolian Shepherd, Polish Lowland Sheepdog, Clumber Spaniel, Welsh Springer Spaniel, Australian Terrier, and Sealyham Terrier.


Elongated: Much longer than tall, these breeds’ standards often specify ratios such as twice as long as tall or other descriptive terms for the achondroplastic (dwarf). Short-legged dogs in this elongated form include the Dachshund, Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Basset Hound, Skye Terrier, and Dandie Dinmont Terrier.
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The Cardigan Welsh Corgi is an elongated dog with short legs, typical of achondroplasia. Achondroplastic breeds are exceptionally low and long with a normal-sized torso and very short thick legs. Although all achondroplastic breeds are short-legged, not all short-legged breeds are achondroplastic. Artwork from the parent club’s Illustrated Standard.


No matter what the breed of choice, the basics are the same. Getting your generic dog information down pat will prepare you to get into the specific nuances of your breed. Good shoulders and strong backs and loins are pretty universal. Your goal is to strive for the best possible skeleton for your breed of choice. The bones, their length, their angles, and their integrity of joints will serve as your building blocks. Once you have this excellent skeleton, you will have the perfect-moving dog—or will you?


MOVEMENT: A NEW TWIST TO “IF THEY’RE MADE RIGHT”


“If they’re made right, they’ll move right” is what you have always heard. Did you ever wonder why some dogs must not have gotten that message? Did you ever scratch your head over a dog that looked lovely on the line and fell apart moving? Or one that did not catch your eye at all until he moved? The assumption is that if the skeletons are right, they will move right. Like the old song said, “It ain’t necessarily so.”


There is much more to the mechanics of motion than anatomy, even though that is the vital starting point. Some dogs out-maneuver their angles because of great athleticism and flexibility. Other dogs do not move up to their structure because they lack athleticism, natural grace, and flexibility. The right muscles, ligaments, and tendons are all part of the picture that is athleticism. So the correct skeleton is the all-important required structure, with musculature being the cohesive factor that starts pulling it all together.


The late Curtis Brown, an engineer of great renown and the much-loved author of Dog Locomotion and Gait Analysis, felt that galloping dogs such as sighthounds and Doberman Pinschers could be expected to have less angulation at the point of shoulder than trotting dogs. Mr. Brown theorized that some breed standards calling for the 90-degree scapula-to-humerus angle—with a 45-degree angle of the scapula to the horizontal—were most unrealistic.




KEEPING THE BALANCE










Four-legged mammals have a sameness of design that requires the front and rear assemblies to be cooperative partners, almost “mirror images” of each other, to achieve efficient locomotion. This balance is an important part of breed type because the dog has to fit itself.


The front assembly absorbs shock and concussion. When breed standards call for a straight front, they mean a straight column of support when viewed from the front. This allows proper distribution of weight so that no single joint is overly burdened. On impact, the proper front stresses the individual as little as possible. In addition to its role in actual forward movement, the front aims the dog. And a key idea is for the weight to be over the legs, which breed standards point out when they ask for elbows set well under the rib cage.


The rear assembly is the engine that drives the body. Proper alignment of the spine and attachment at the pelvic girdle allow energy to be transmitted from the propellers of the rear engine through the spine of the dog, allowing for easy use of available power.


When compromised by incorrectness at either end, mobility, proper weight bearing, and athleticism are lost. The usual canine front assembly is designed for endurance trotting and loping.


Breed standards describe a shoulder blade and upper arm of near equal length, meeting at or close to a right angle at the point of the shoulder. This brings the elbow under the top of the shoulder blade and well under the rib cage in the area of the fifth to sixth rib. This usual front is associated with a wide range of breeds from the Sporting Group right on through to the Herding Group. It is the construction that allows the maximum stride with the least effort at the trot and easy loping. It is associated with a wide range of athletic skills. The many breed standards that call for this construction indicate that it serves the largest workload for more breeds of dog than any other front assembly.


Differing forehand assemblies for differing jobs include:


1. The more open-angled sighthound front accompanied by powerful haunches, enabling the spurt sprint of the double-suspension gallop;


2. The terrier front especially associated with the Smooth and Wire Fox Terrier;


3. The wrap-around front that services the achondroplastic breeds such as the Dachshund and the Skye Terrier;


4. The wide arch of support and heaviness of the unique front found on the Bulldog and other “pear-shaped” breeds.








Sighthounds demonstrate the epitome of flexibility in the canine world. This flexibility allows them to perform the double suspension gallop in which all four legs are off the ground twice during the distance of the stride—once when they are completely tucked up and again when they are completely stretched and flattened out in full stride. Correct tuck-up and strength of loin are necessary to complete this picture of grace that would be impossible without their supple conformation.
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This Border Terrier on the run exhibits the double suspension gallop, in which all four feet are off the ground in two phases. Notice how the hind legs come around the front legs in this contracted stage of the gait. Although various breeds have the ability to utilize the double suspension gallop, sighthounds are the most competent with the spurt sprint. (Carol Ann Johnson photo)


Is it possible to have too much flexibility? Or, for that matter, too much angulation? Yes. Anything is possible. Too much flexibility can create more stride than the dog can handle or effectively control. Too little flexibility, which is more often the case, will unduly restrict the stride. Too much angulation, as in the case of sickle hocks, causes wasted energy and time because so much of both is required to straighten the joint. Such an animal lacks follow-through behind. Excessive angulation becomes counterproductive anytime it interferes with proper stride.
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This Greyhound illustrates the expert execution of the tucked-up (contracted) phase of the double suspension gallop with all four feet off the ground. This is the gait at which sighthounds excel. The aerodynamic physique of the animal features a relatively slender deep rib cage, allowing the strong hindquarters to come around the front on each side to power off for the next stride. Sighthounds have heavily muscled wide haunches that enable great speed in the chase. (Steve Surfman photo)
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