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            Production History

         

         Audrey or Sorrow was first performed at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, on 23 February 2024, in a Landmark Productions and Abbey Theatre co-production. The cast was as follows:

         
            Mac  Anna Healy

            Grass  Marie Mullen

            Purley  Nick Dunning

            Audrey  Aisling O’Sullivan

            David  Patrick Martins

            Maria  Zara Devlin

            Mother  Aislín McGuckin

            Father  Howard Teale

            
                

            

            Director  Caitríona McLaughlin

            Set Designer  Jamie Vartan

            Costume Designer  Katie Davenport

            Lighting Designer  Sinéad Wallace

            Sound Designer and Composer  Sinéad Diskin

            Movement Director  Sue Mythen

            Associate Director and Vocal Director  Andrea Ainsworth

            Assistant Director  John King

            Casting Director  Sarah Jones 6
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            For Dermot, William, Daniel, Rosa and Juliette8
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            Characters and Setting

         

         
            Audrey

            Mac

            Grass

            Purley

            Maria

            David

            Mother

            Father

             

             

             

            Setting 1

            A dining room with a kitchen area off.
A stairs that leads into the dining area.

            Setting 2

            The dining room of Maria’s parents.

            Setting 3

            The beach. 10
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               Audrey or Sorrow

            

         

         
            
               Scene One

            

         

         Mac and Grass drinking tea out of a doll’s tea set.

         
            Mac Oh yes you did!

            Grass I did not! I never ever left you on a log in the middle of the stream.

            Mac River.

            Grass What river?

            Mac You wanted to play with Coldette Maline.

            Grass Her? She was a fright.

            Mac She was your best friend.

            Grass For about five minutes.

            Mac You’re my only friend.

            Grass Now. Yes. But then.

            Mac You’re getting agitated.

            Grass No, we’re having tea.

            Mac Alright we’re having tea.

            Grass Is it good?

            Mac The whiskey in it is good.

            Grass Stop right there!

            Mac Is it lapsang?

            Grass Lady Grey.

            Mac Divine.14

            Grass Would you like a crumpet?

            Mac I’d love a crumpet.

            Grass You may go to my fridge.

            Mac No it’s alright.

            Grass You may.

            Mac No the fridges are separate.

            Grass That has to change.

            Mac No. No.

            Grass In my fridge there is a crumpet with your name on it.

            Mac I’m not hungry.

            Grass I’ll get it for you.

            Mac No wait.

            Grass What’s wrong?

            Mac It reminds me of something.

            Grass What?

            Mac An orange tree, a woman weeping on a terrace, somewhere hot.

            Grass That’s a false memory.

            Mac No a woman was weeping. Then she flung herself backwards while a man stood there with his arms by his side. He said ‘Hmm’ in Spanish. Hmm. Or was it Portuguese?

            Grass We don’t know those places.

            Mac Grass we were there.

            Grass I’ve never been on a terrace in my life. Orange trees? You’re disgusting.

            Mac Not as disgusting as you.15

            Grass Who leaves the bin in the bathroom full of bloody …

            Mac Stop!

            Grass Parading them. Flaunting them!

            Mac I can’t help it.

            Grass Yes you can! Yes you can! Drink your tea.

            Mac I’m drinking it.

            Grass How is the bridge?

            Mac Oh … great.

            Grass You won?

            Mac I believe I did.

            Grass Was that old witch there who cheats all the time?

            Mac What witch?

            Grass Biddy?

            Mac Biddy? Oh Biddy. Yes she helped me win.

            Grass Did she smile at you?

            Mac God no.

            Grass Did she smile at you?

            Mac Sort of.

            Grass Does she still have teeth?

            Mac You know Grass everyone has teeth nowadays.

            Grass They don’t fall out any more?

            Mac No. Never.

            Grass Why not?

            Mac The tooth fairy.

            Grass Oh …16

            Thinks.

            Is she real?

            Mac I believe she is. Yes.

            Grass (thinks) I thought the tooth fairy took your teeth away.

            Mac That’s only in our culture.

            Grass But when they fall out?

            Mac But they don’t … any more … I read an article about it.

            Grass Oh.

            Mac Apparently when they fall out they stick them back in … with … eh … Sellotape … yes that’s what the article said. Draphonopholus the tooth fairy, she’s the daughter of the tooth fairy queen and she comes around at night and if your tooth gets loose she hammers it back in with a golden hammer.

            Grass Miraculous.

            Thinks.

            Will she be coming here?

            Mac Is your tooth loose?

            Grass Yes.

            Mac Then she’ll come.

            Grass Will she ring the doorbell?

            Mac Yes.

            Grass I’ll know what time?

            Mac It’ll be late … the article said.

            Grass How late?17

            Mac Um … Midnight.

            Grass Is she coming tonight?

            Mac How loose is your tooth?

            Grass Very.

            Mac Maybe we should call her.

            Grass You have her number?

            Mac I forgot to take it down.

            Grass Why?

            Mac I didn’t know your tooth was loose.

            Grass I see.

            Mac Are you mad?

            Grass No Mac I’m just a little disappointed.

            Mac I’m so sorry Grass.

            Grass Drink your tea.

            Mac Look I’ll go and get her number now.

            Grass No it’s okay. I think my tooth won’t fall out tonight. Tell me the Sellotape bit again.

            Mac After the golden hammer she applies the Sellotape.

            Grass Her own? Or mine? Or yours?

            Mac Her own.

            Grass Because she’s not getting any of my Sellotape.

            Mac And mine’s used up.

            Grass And that’s my fault?

            Mac God no.

            Grass You were insinuating something.18

            Mac I was insinuating nothing.

            Grass Get out of my sight!

            Mac Will I wash the cup and saucer?

            Grass If you go near the sink!

            Mac I was only trying to help. You’re burdened Grass. There was a time I was always at the sink.

            Grass And you looked at my fridge today.

            Mac I didn’t.

            Grass You did.

            Mac What makes you think that?

            Grass I don’t think it. I have evidence.

            Mac Oh.

            Grass I caught you.

            Mac I was dreaming. I don’t remember. It wasn’t deliberate.

            Grass Which is it?

            Mac I didn’t mean to look at your fridge.

            Grass You wanted a crumpet.

            Mac I didn’t. I swear I didn’t.

            Grass All you have to do is ask.

            Mac I know.

            Grass Am I mean to you?

            Mac No. Never.

            Grass It was you left me high and dry on the log in the middle of the river.

            Mac Stream.

            Grass More tea?19

            Mac No thank you I’m … I’m …

            Grass A mince pie?

            Mac It’s July.

            Grass I made some.

            Mac Oh.

            Grass What do you say?

            Mac I have a date.

            Grass Whenever things are going smooth between us you have a date. I should put you in a casket right now.

            Mac You’re getting out of hand. This is teatime.

            Grass You brought up your date.

            Mac I’m allowed bring up my date. It’s within the rules.

            Grass When I got that big job, your face, your face looks exactly like it was then. And your eyes are that slimy serpent green.

            Mac You’re mixing us up. It was I got the big job.

            Grass You liar!

            Mac It was you left me on the log. It was you threw all my books into the lake that day.

            Grass I’ll kill you.

            Mac The tooth fairy will come with her golden hammer.

            Grass That’s a lie! There’s no tooth fairy!

            Mac I got the job! I was brilliant at it!

            Grass Calm down, calm down Mac, it’s only teatime.

            Mac She’s coming. She’ll get you.

            Puts on a scary voice.20

            Go to sleep darling. Pollonio and Draphonopholus are coming to hammer out your teeth.

            Grass Mac. Please.

            Mac Can I look at your fridge?

            Grass Yes.

            Mac Without accusations? Without remarks being passed every time I walk by it.

            Grass Yes.

            Mac Can I open it?

            Grass You can use the sink. You can turn on the taps.

            Mac Even the hot one?

            Grass Even the hot one.

            Mac Don’t you ever ever say you’ll kill me again! You hear?

            Grass Yes.

            Mac I’ll kill you.

            Grass Kill me please.

            Mac There’s no tooth fairy.

            Grass There is.

            Mac There isn’t.

            Grass Draphonopholus. The article. The pillow. The Sellotape.

            Mac Where’s the Sellotape?

            Grass In my handbag.

            Mac Give it to me.

            Grass Why?21

            Mac You don’t deserve it.

            Grass But I need it.

            Mac For what?

            Grass My teeth.

            Mac You’ll have to come up with a better reason than that.

            Grass My ears.

            Mac Why?

            Grass So I don’t hear.

            Mac What?

            Grass The wrong things.

            Mac That’s right.

            Grass I get upset about my eternity.

            Mac I don’t want to hear about your eternity.

            Grass I don’t want to hear about your date.

            Mac What?

            Grass Tell me about your date.

            Mac No. I’m telling you nothing about anything ever again.

            Lights.22

         

         
            
               Scene Two

            

         

         Grass is on the phone. The phone looks a bit strange. Is it real?

         
            Grass I have to work …

            Listens.

            But I can’t leave her …

            Listens.

            No. No … worse.

            Listens.

            Yes she is … she …

            Listens.

            I try to reason with her …

            Listens.

            Upstairs. She’s smashing wasps with a fork against the windowsill. She makes a paste out of wasp corpses and then eats it. I think I’m going mad.

            Listens.

            I’m not … I’m not making it up. She’s been at it for three days and when I asked her why, she said because she’s the tooth fairy.

            Listens.

            No! You listen for a change! I can’t take it any more. Who decided I should be the one has to sacrifice everything? I went to Cambridge. Did you go to Cambridge? Did any of you go to Cambridge? I went to Cambridge when no one went to Cambridge.

            Listens.23

            I am not isolated. I am not lonely. You think I’m making it up. I’m not overreacting. I’m afraid of her. I’m afraid for her.

            Listens.

            What time?

            Listens.

            Call me before you arrive.

            Listens.

            Yes I’ll be here.

            Listens.

            What do you mean I’m not here?

            Listens.

            Mac (from upstairs) Grass!

            Grass I have to go. (Whispers.) Do you know what it’s like waiting for her to appear down the stairs, her mouth full of dead wasps?

            Mac (from upstairs) Have you seen my phone?

            Grass I’m going. I’m going. Bye, bye, bye, bye bye bye.

            Puts phone in her pocket.

            Mac Grass!

            Grass It’s on top of the spare fridge.

            Mac (coming down the stairs) What’s it doing there?

            Grass You must have left it there last night.

            Mac is dressed in suit, coat, briefcase, goes out, gets her phone, comes back in.

            Mac Thanks. I’d be searching for hours.

            Grass That’s alright. You’re welcome.24

            Mac You’re up early.

            Grass The sky was blue when I pulled back the curtains. I scratched my armpit and said, up you get Grass, you’re up already unbeknownst to yourself, meet the beautiful day … you look … very … professional.

            Mac Do I look formidable?

            Grass Yes.

            Mac Frightening?

            Grass You always look frightening.

            Mac I need to be frightening today.

            Grass A big case?

            Mac I’m going to take them down.

            Grass That’s good Mac. I like when you want to take them down.

            Mac It’s called justice, doesn’t matter what I like. Have you seen my glasses?

            Grass Your briefcase.

            Mac My spare pair?

            Grass How long have we lived together Mac?

            Mac Don’t remind me.

            Grass Could we get through one morning without you asking me where your phone is, where your spare glasses are? You know your phone is on the spare fridge. You leave it there to charge every night. And you know your spare glasses are in the pouch in your spare handbag. Because that’s where you always keep your spare glasses.

            Mac Sorry. I was just …

            Grass Making conversation?25

            Mac No, I was trying to make you feel necessary.

            Grass Necessary?

            Mac Needed.

            Grass I have a life.

            Mac I’m very glad you do.

            Grass I’d have a life without you.

            Mac Of course you would Grass. What’s wrong?

            Grass Your breakfast is laid out in the parlour.

            Mac I can’t eat those monstrous breakfasts.

            Grass Gorging on wasps again?

            Mac Grass are you okay?

            Grass Am I okay? No I’m not okay, I’m worried.

            Mac Did you have a bad night?

            Grass Is it night now?

            Mac Last night it was night.

            Grass And tonight will it be night? Or morning?

            Mac There’s a thing called afternoon as well and there’s dusk and twilight and dawn.

            Grass I dreamt about the tooth fairy.

            Mac I shouldn’t have brought it up.

            Grass No it’s not the tooth fairy. I got over the tooth fairy. It knocked me back for about five minutes in the dark but what really upset me was the light in the hall.

            Mac I turned it on.

            Grass It was the night for turning it off.26

            Mac No. You specifically told me to turn it on when I turned in.

            Grass I specifically told you to turn it off when you turned in.

            Mac You did not.

            Grass I did. It woke me. I’ll get over it. I’m getting over it, just you said we have to be open with each other, not let things harbour and fester.

            Mac I didn’t sleep so well either.

            Grass What could possibly be worrying you Mac?

            Mac You.

            Grass Me?

            Mac You get like this at the start and before we know where we are you turn into …

            Grass Into what?

            Mac I’m late.

            Grass You’re not late. I’m the one who’s late. Give me my coat.

            Mac This is my coat.

            Grass Come on Mac the game is up for tonight.

            Mac No please. Five more minutes. My case. I have to take them down.

            Grass You can take them down tomorrow. I’ll take them down today.

            Mac I stayed up half the night writing my speech, going over all the arguments.

            Grass That was me.

            Mac No you were having nightmares. I heard you. I left the light on like you said. I can’t please you.27

            Grass (taking coat off Mac) My suit.

            Mac Grass you know this is mine. I had it made. I’ve had it since Cambridge.

            Grass takes suit off Mac.

            Your shoes?

            Grass Don’t be silly. They’re your shoes. My phone.

            Mac Where’s my phone?

            Grass I told you before if you eat my jam from my fridge you lose your phone.

            Mac I didn’t eat your jam.

            Grass Then who did?

            Mac You buy the expensive brand for your fridge.

            Grass I buy the expensive brand for your fridge too and I put the extra jam in the spare fridge. You know the rules.

            Mac What’ll I do all day?

            Grass Don’t you have your job to go to?

            Mac You took all my clothes.

            Grass You have loads of costumes.

            Mac The wardrobe is locked.

            Grass What?

            Mac The wardrobe is locked.

            Grass When?

            Mac There’s someone in the house.

            Grass No. That’s over.

            Mac It’s not.

            Grass That’s long over Mac. There’s no one in the house.28

            Mac There’s you. There’s me.

            Grass We don’t count. I mean there’s no one else in the house.

            Mac There is. The wardrobe’s locked.

            Grass I would never do that on you Mac.

            Mac I would never do that on you Grass.

            Grass Swear.

            Mac I swear.

            Grass Okay.

            Mac You swear.

            Grass I swear.

            Mac Okay.

            Both look up.

            Grass (whisper) The best thing Mac is to pretend it’s not there.

            Mac But the stairs. The stairs.

            Grass Never mind the stairs. I’ll put the lock on the stairs.

            Mac Will you?

            Grass I will. Now I’ve made the bread list. Here. I’ll pin it to your bra. See here I’ve written instructions. Buy bread and milk. And here’s the money. How do I look?

            Mac Beautiful Grass. You were always the beautiful one.

            Grass Nonsense. Goodbye.

            Grabs briefcase.

            My umbrella.

            Gets it.29

            Oh my phone.

            Gets it.

            Call me if you …

            Music. David walks down the stairs carrying a baby’s white coffin on his shoulder. Dressed in black. Followed by Maria dressed in black, veil over her face. Grass and Mac watch as they process down the stairs and exit through the room.

            Lights.
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