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1.


King Egbert











	Name:

	King Egbert






	Born:

	c.769






	Parents:

	Ealhmund of Kent (Father)






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	802






	Married:

	Redburh of Francia






	Children:

	1 son






	Died:

	839






	Buried at:

	Winchester






	Succeeded by:

	His son Ethelwulf (Æthelwulf)










Egbert, King of Wessex (802-39), and the first Saxon king recognized as sovereign of all England. He was the son of a Kentish noble but claimed descent from Cerdic founder of Wessex. During the late 8th century, when King Offa of Mercia ruled most of England, Egbert lived in exile at the court of Charlemagne.


In 802 Egbert returned from exile and became King of Wessex. He conquered the kingdoms of Kent, Cornwall, and Mercia (now known as the Midlands), and by 830 he was also acknowledged as sovereign of East Anglia, Sussex, Surrey, and Northumbria and was given the title of Bretwalda (“ruler of the British”).


During following years Egbert led expeditions against the Welsh and the Vikings. The year before his death he defeated a combined force of Cornish and Viking armies at Hingston Down in Cornwall.
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Portrait of King Egbert
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A representation of Egbert from the west facade of Lichfield Cathedral












2.


King Ethelwulf


(Æhelwulf)











	Born:

	795 at Aachen






	Parents:

	Egbert and Redburh






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	839






	Married:

	(1) Osburh (2) Judith of Flanders






	Children:

	6






	Died:

	January 13, 858






	Buried at:

	Winchester






	Succeeded by:

	His son Ethelbald (Æthelbald)










Ethelwulf, meaning “Noble Wolf” was the only known child of King Egbert of Wessex. He conquered the kingdom of Kent on behalf of his father in 825, and was later made King of Kent as a sub-king to his father. When Egbert died Ethelwulf succeeded as King of Wessex. At the same time his eldest son Ethelstan became sub-king of Kent as a subordinate ruler.


His reign is characterized by Viking invasions common to all English rulers of the time, but the making of war was not his chief claim to fame. Ethelwulf is remembered as a highly religious man who cared about the establishment and preservation of the church. He was also wealthy and controlled vast resources.


In 855, about a year after the death of his first wife he accompanied his son, Alfred, on a pilgrimage to Rome. He distributed gold to the clergy of St. Peter’s and offered them chalices of the purest gold and silver-gilt candelabra of Saxon work. During the return journey in 856 he married his second wife, Judith of Flanders, a Frankish princess and a great-granddaughter of Charlemagne. She was about 12 years old, the daughter of Charles the Bald, King of the West Franks.




[image: Image]


Depiction of Ethelwulf
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Depiction of Ethelwulf from the Genealogical Chronicle of the English Kings, a late-13th-century manuscript in the British Library












3.


King Ethelbald


(Æhelbald)











	Born:

	c.831






	Parents:

	Æthelwulf and Osburh






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	858






	Married:

	Judith (his step mother)






	Children:

	None






	Died:

	December 20, 860






	Buried at:

	Sherbourne Abbey






	Succeeded by:

	His brother Ethelbert










While his father, Ethelwulf, was on pilgrimage to Rome in 855, Ethelbald plotted with the Bishop of Sherbourne and the ealdorman of Somerset against him. The details of the plot are unknown, but upon his return from Rome, Ethelwulf found his direct authority limited to the sub-kingdom of Kent, while Ethelbald controlled Wessex.


When his father died in 858, full control passed to Ethelbald who married his father’s widow Judith. However under pressure from the church the marriage was annulled after a year. Perhaps Ethelbald’s premature power grab was prompted by impatience, or greed, or lack of confidence in his father’s succession plans.


Whatever the case, he did not live long to enjoy it. He died in 860, passing the throne to his brother, Ethelbert.
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Portrait of Ethelbald
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Statue believed to represent King Ethelbald founder of Croyland abbey












4.


King Ethelbert


(Æhelberht)











	Born:

	c.834






	Parents:

	Aethelwulf and Osburh






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	860






	Married:

	Unmarried






	Children:

	2 sons






	Died:

	866






	Buried at:

	Sherbourne






	Succeeded by:

	His brother Ethelred










During his reign the Danes returned and soon after his accession a Danish army landed either via the Thames or on the south coast and advanced as far as Winchester before two contingents of Saxons defeated them. Like his father and brother he was also crowned at Kingston upon Thames.


The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle describes Ethelbert’s reign as one of good harmony and lasting peace. Though this was true of internal affairs, the Vikings remained a great threat, unsuccessfully storming Winchester and ravaging eastern Kent.


One development was that Wessex and its recent southeastern conquests became a united kingdom.


Unlike his predecessors, Ethelbert did not appoint another member of his family as under-king of Kent.
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Statue of Ethelbert, Lady Wootton’s Green Canterbury
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Depiction of Ethelbert, 13th-century manuscript in the British Library












5.


King Ethelred I


(The Pious)











	Born:

	c.837






	Parents:

	Æthelwulf and Osburh






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	866






	Married:

	Wulfrida






	Children:

	2 sons






	Died:

	April 23, 871






	Buried at:

	Wimbourne






	Succeeded by:

	His brother Alfred










Ethelred succeeded his brother Ethelbert. Ethelred spent all his time ruling from the battlefield, and his reign was one long struggle against the Danes. Ivarr the Boneless and his brother Halfdan based in Dublin attacked and occupied York in 866 which became a Viking kingdom (Jorvik). The Danes marched south and occupied Nottingham.


In 869 they sailed to East Anglia where they killed the local king Edmund. Wessex was then threatened and Ethelred and his brother Alfred were engaged in a series of battles with the Danes Ivarr, Halfdan and Guthrun at Reading, Ashdown and Basing. During 870/871 the Danes sacked and plundered their way through the countryside. The next major engagement was at Meretun, in Hampshire, which was an indecisive battle. Ethelred was seriously injured in the battle and died of his wounds at Witchampton, near Wimbourne, where he was buried.


His two sons were considered too young to be king, so his brother Alfred succeeded to the throne instead.
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Representation of Ethelred I at Lichfield Cathedral












6.


King Alfred


“The Great”











	Born:

	c.849 at Wantage, Berkshire






	Parents:

	Æthelwulf and Osburh






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	871






	Married:

	Ealhswith of Mercia






	Children:

	5






	Died

	October 26, 899






	Buried at:

	Winchester






	Succeeded by:

	His son Edward










Anglo-Saxon king 871–899 who defended England against Danish invasion and founded the first English navy. He succeeded his brother Ethelred to the throne of Wessex in 871, and a new legal code came into force during his reign. He encouraged the translation of scholarly works from Latin (some he translated himself), and promoted the development of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. This ensured that his deeds were recorded in history as legends and we know more about him than any other Anglo Saxon King.


Alfred was born at Wantage, the youngest son of Ethelwulf (d. 858). In 870 Alfred and his brother Ethelred fought many battles against the Danes. Alfred defeated the Danes at Ashdown in 871, and succeeded Ethelred as king in April 871. Not all his campaigns were so successful; on a number of occasions he had to resort to buying off the Danes for a brief respite. Five years of uneasy peace followed while the Danes were occupied in other parts of England. In 876 the Danes attacked again, and in 878 Alfred was forced to retire to the Somerset marshes. The legend of him burning the cakes probably comes from this period.


In 878, he again defeated the Danes in the Battle of Edington. They made peace and Guthrum, their king, was baptised with Alfred as his sponsor. In 886 AD, Alfred negotiated a treaty with the Danes. England was divided, with the north and the east (between the Rivers Thames and Tees) declared to be Danish territory – later known as the ‘Danelaw’. Alfred therefore secured the survival of Wessex. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle says that following his capture of London in 886 ‘all the English people submitted to him, except those who were in captivity to the Danes’. In some respects, therefore, Alfred could be considered the first king of England. A new landing in Kent encouraged a revolt of the East Anglian Danes, which was suppressed 884–86, and after the final foreign invasion was defeated 892–96, Alfred built up the defences of his kingdom to ensure that it was not threatened by the Danes again. He organized his army and built a series of well-defended settlements across southern England. He also established a navy for use against the Danish raiders who continued to harass the coast.


Alfred established a code of laws and a reformed coinage. He had a strong belief in the importance of education and learnt Latin in his late thirties. He then arranged, and took part in, the translation of books from Latin to Anglo-Saxon.


Alfred died in October 899 AD and was buried at his capital city of Winchester.
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A statue of Alfred the Great is on display in Wantage, England
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Portrait of King Alfred the Great












7.


King Edward


“The Elder”











	Born:

	c.871






	Parents:

	Alfred the Great and Ealswith of Mercia






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	899






	Married:

	(1) Ecgywn (2) Elfleda & (3) Edgiva.






	Children:

	5 sons and 11 daughters






	Died:

	July 17, 924






	Buried at:

	Winchester






	Succeeded by:

	His son Æthelstan










King of the West Saxons. He succeeded his father Alfred the Great in 899. When Alfred died, Edward’s cousin Æthelwold, the son of King Ethelred, rose up to claim the throne and so began Æthelwold’s Revolt. He seized Wimborne and Christchurch. Edward marched to Badbury and offered battle, but Æthelwold refused to leave Wimborne. Just when it looked as if Edward was going to attack Wimborne, Æthelwold left in the night, and joined the Danes in Northumbria, where he was announced as King. In the meantime, Edward was crowned on 8 June 900.


In 901, Æthelwold came with a fleet to Essex, and encouraged the Danes in East Anglia to rise up. In the following year he attacked English Mercia and northern Wessex. Edward retaliated by ravaging East Anglia, but when he retreated south the men of Kent disobeyed the order to retire, and were intercepted by the Danish army. The two sides met at the Battle of the Holme on 13 December 902. According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, the Danes “kept the place of slaughter”, but they suffered heavy losses, including Æthelwold.


In 909, Edward sent an army to harass Northumbria. In the following year, the Northumbrians retaliated by attacking Mercia, but they were met by the combined Mercian and West Saxon army at the Battle of Tettenhall, where the Northumbrian Danes were destroyed. From that point, they never raided south of the River Humber. Edward then began the construction of a number of fortresses (burhs), to kept the Danes at bay.


Edward extended the control of Wessex over the whole of Mercia, East Anglia and Essex, conquering lands occupied by the Danes and bringing the residual autonomy of Mercia to an end in 918, after the death of his sister, Æthelflæd. Æthelflæd’s daughter, Ælfwynn, was named as her successor, but Edward deposed her, bringing Mercia under his direct control. He had already annexed the cities of London and Oxford and the surrounding lands of Oxfordshire and Middlesex in 911. The first half of the tenth century was critical in the development of the shire as principal administrative unit in England, and Edward was probably responsible for shiring Mercia and the eastern Danelaw. By 918, all of the Danes south of the Humber had submitted to him. By the end of his reign, the Norse, the Scots and the Welsh had acknowledged him as “father and lord”.


He died leading an army against a Welsh-Mercian rebellion, on 17 July 924 at Farndon-Upon-Dee and was buried in the New Minster in Winchester, Hampshire, which he himself had established in 901. Edward’s body was transferred to Hyde Abbey. His last resting place is currently marked by a cross-inscribed stone slab within the outline of the old abbey marked out in a public park.
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Depiction of King Edward












8.


King Athelstan











	Born:

	c.895






	Parents:

	Edward the Elder and Ecgywn






	House of:

	Wessex






	Became King:

	July 17, 924






	Married:
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