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            Introduction

         

         Over recent weeks I have been trying to predict the outcome of each of the 650 seats up for grabs at this election.

         In some ways doing these predictions is a fool’s errand as I cannot possibly know all the local circumstances in each seat. However, I have tried to be as clever as I can by looking at local election results, polling data, other people’s predictions on sites like PoliticalBetting.com and UKPollingReport and anecdotal evidence which I have picked up. However, I have also made one or two assumptions.

         The main assumption is that the UKIP vote is going to reduce dramatically. We don’t yet know how many seats UKIP is actually going to put up candidates in. The ITV Wales YouGov poll showed that 64% of the UKIP vote will transfer directly to the Conservatives, and only 2% to Labour. In many where Labour held marginals it would only take 25–40% of the UKIP vote to go to the Conservative candidate for him/her to win. If there is no UKIP candidate in a Labour marginal, some very bizarre seats could end up going to the Conservatives – there may be one or two with five-figure majorities which fall. I am also assuming a decline in the Labour vote more generally, partly due to an anti-Corbyn phenomenon in many areas, and also because the Lib Dems have become seen as the party of ‘Remain’.

         Although I expect the Lib Dems to gain seats, I do not expect them to make a major breakthrough. In fact, I’d say it’s almost impossible for them to come back to anything like their previous strength at this election. Matthew Goodwin has written about a ‘blue wall’ which they have to overcome in the South West, one of their previous strongholds. From my analysis I don’t expect them to gain a single seat in Devon, Cornwall, Somerset or Wiltshire. Their 2015 result was so catastrophic, and together with the fact that their decline in local government has yet to be reversed in any meaningful way, it would be a miracle if they managed to win more than 20–25 seats.

         In Scotland, the SNP will continue to reign supreme and although they will lose a few seats to the Conservatives, and one (possibly two) to the Lib Dems, I expect them to take Labour’s remaining seat off them to wipe out Labour altogether. Other pundits are predicting the Conservatives could take 8–10 seats. By my reckoning this is unlikely to happen. I predict four.

         In Wales, although the local election results weren’t as convincing for the Conservatives as they might have liked, I predict they will end up with 19 seats, with Labour on 14 and Plaid on 5.

         UKIP certainly won’t be represented in the next parliament, but the Greens could win a second seat in Bristol West. I realise most people will think I’ve lost my senses by predicting this, but I think it’s entirely possible.

         When I did this exercise last time I came up with a Conservative seat prediction of 323 – only 8 out from what it turned out to be. However, I didn’t publish that because I felt it overestimated the Tory total. So I went back through all 650 seats and cut 33 seats to leave a total of 290. I should have trusted my first instincts. This time I haven’t gone through them again, so what you have here is genuinely my first instincts. During the campaign I may go back to some seats and change the prediction if new information comes to light. In most seats this may be because of the fact that UKIP aren’t standing.

         Obviously all this could be thrown into disarray by a very low turnout. I have assumed a turnout of around 63–65%. In terms of vote share I’d have thought it would be something like this:

         Con 44%

         Lab 28%

         Lib 14%

         UKIP 5%

         Feel free to let me know if you think I have got anything dramatically wrong or you have some new information for me via email or my blog.

      

   


   
      
         
            Conservative Gains from Labour

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Alyn & Deesside
            
                        
                        	Mark Tami
            
                        
                        	3343


                     
            
                        
                        	Barrow in Furness
            
                        
                        	John Woodcock
            
                        
                        	795


                     
            
                        
                        	Batley & Spen
            
                        
                        	Tracey Brabin
            
                        
                        	16537


                     
            
                        
                        	Birmingham Edgbaston
            
                        
                        	Gisela Stuart
            
                        
                        	2706


                     
            
                        
                        	Birmingham Erdington
            
                        
                        	Jack Dromey
            
                        
                        	5129


                     
            
                        
                        	Birmingham Northfield
            
                        
                        	Richard Burden
            
                        
                        	2509


                     
            
                        
                        	Bishop Auckland
            
                        
                        	Helen Goodman
            
                        
                        	5218


                     
            
                        
                        	Blackpool South
            
                        
                        	Gordon Marsden
            
                        
                        	2585


                     
            
                        
                        	Bolton North East
            
                        
                        	David Crausby
            
                        
                        	4377


                     
            
                        
                        	Bristol East
            
                        
                        	Kerry McCarthy
            
                        
                        	3980


                     
            
                        
                        	Brentford & Isleworth
            
                        
                        	Ruth Cadbury
            
                        
                        	465


                     
            
                        
                        	Bridgend
            
                        
                        	Madeleine Moon
            
                        
                        	1927


                     
            
                        
                        	Bristol East
            
                        
                        	Theodora Clarke
            
                        
                        	3980


                     
            
                        
                        	Bristol South
            
                        
                        	Karin Smith
            
                        
                        	7128


                     
            
                        
                        	Cardiff South & Penarth
            
                        
                        	Stephen Doughty
            
                        
                        	7453


                     
            
                        
                        	Cardiff West
            
                        
                        	Kevin Brennan
            
                        
                        	6789


                     
            
                        
                        	Chorley
            
                        
                        	Lindsay Hoyle
            
                        
                        	4530


                     
            
                        
                        	City of Chester
            
                        
                        	Chris Matheson
            
                        
                        	93


                     
            
                        
                        	Clwyd South
            
                        
                        	Susan Elan-Jones
            
                        
                        	2402


                     
            
                        
                        	Coventry North West
            
                        
                        	Geoffrey Robinson
            
                        
                        	6288


                     
            
                        
                        	Coventry South
            
                        
                        	Jim Cunningham
            
                        
                        	3188


                     
            
                        
                        	Dagenham & Rainham
            
                        
                        	Jon Cruddas
            
                        
                        	4980


                     
            
                        
                        	Darlington
            
                        
                        	Jenny Chapman
            
                        
                        	3158


                     
            
                        
                        	Delyn
            
                        
                        	David Hanson
            
                        
                        	2930


                     
            
                        
                        	Dewsbury
            
                        
                        	Paula Sherriff
            
                        
                        	1526


                     
            
                        
                        	Dudley North
            
                        
                        	Ian Austin
            
                        
                        	4181


                     
            
                        
                        	Ealing Central & Acton
            
                        
                        	Rupa Huq
            
                        
                        	274


                     
            
                        
                        	Eltham
            
                        
                        	Clive Efford
            
                        
                        	2693


                     
            
                        
                        	Enfield North
            
                        
                        	Joan Ryan
            
                        
                        	1086


                     
            
                        
                        	Gedling
            
                        
                        	Vernon Coaker
            
                        
                        	2986


                     
            
                        
                        	Great Grimsby
            
                        
                        	Melanie Onn
            
                        
                        	4540


                     
            
                        
                        	Halifax
            
                        
                        	Holly Lynch
            
                        
                        	428


                     
            
                        
                        	Hampstead & Kilburn
            
                        
                        	Tulip Siddiq
            
                        
                        	1138


                     
            
                        
                        	Harrow West
            
                        
                        	Gareth Thomas
            
                        
                        	3143


                     
            
                        
                        	Hartlepool
            
                        
                        	Iain Wright
            
                        
                        	3024


                     
            
                        
                        	Hove
            
                        
                        	Peter Kyle
            
                        
                        	1236


                     
            
                        
                        	Hyndburn
            
                        
                        	Graham Jones
            
                        
                        	4400


                     
            
                        
                        	Ilford North
            
                        
                        	Wes Streeting
            
                        
                        	589


                     
            
                        
                        	Lancaster & Fleetwood
            
                        
                        	Cat Smith
            
                        
                        	1265


                     
            
                        
                        	Luton South
            
                        
                        	Gavin Shuker
            
                        
                        	5711


                     
            
                        
                        	Mansfield
            
                        
                        	Alan Meale
            
                        
                        	5315


                     
            
                        
                        	Middlesbrough S & E Cleveland
            
                        
                        	Tom Blenkinsop
            
                        
                        	2268


                     
            
                        
                        	Newcastle under Lyme
            
                        
                        	Paul Farrelly
            
                        
                        	650


                     
            
                        
                        	Newport West
            
                        
                        	Paul Flynn
            
                        
                        	3544


                     
            
                        
                        	North East Derbyshire
            
                        
                        	Natascha Engel
            
                        
                        	1883


                     
            
                        
                        	Penistone & Stockbridge
            
                        
                        	Angela Smith
            
                        
                        	6723


                     
            
                        
                        	Scunthorpe
            
                        
                        	Nick Dakin
            
                        
                        	3134


                     
            
                        
                        	Southampton Test
            
                        
                        	Alan Whitehead
            
                        
                        	3810


                     
            
                        
                        	Stalybridge & Hyde
            
                        
                        	Jonathan Reynolds
            
                        
                        	6686


                     
            
                        
                        	Stoke on Trent North
            
                        
                        	Ruth Smeeth
            
                        
                        	4836


                     
            
                        
                        	Stoke on Trent South
            
                        
                        	Robert Flello
            
                        
                        	2539


                     
            
                        
                        	Tooting
            
                        
                        	Rosena Allin-Khan
            
                        
                        	6357


                     
            
                        
                        	Wakefield
            
                        
                        	Mary Creagh
            
                        
                        	2613


                     
            
                        
                        	Walsall North
            
                        
                        	David Winnick
            
                        
                        	1937


                     
            
                        
                        	Walsall South
            
                        
                        	Valerie Vaz
            
                        
                        	6007


                     
            
                        
                        	Westminster North
            
                        
                        	Karen Buck
            
                        
                        	2126


                     
            
                        
                        	Workington
            
                        
                        	Sue Hayman
            
                        
                        	4686


                     
            
                        
                        	Worsley & Eccles South
            
                        
                        	Barbara Keeley
            
                        
                        	5946


                     
            
                        
                        	Wirral West
            
                        
                        	Margaret Greenwood
            
                        
                        	417


                     
            
                        
                        	Wolverhampton North East
            
                        
                        	Emma Reynolds
            
                        
                        	5495


                     
            
                        
                        	Wolverhampton South West
            
                        
                        	Rob Marris
            
                        
                        	801


                     
            
                        
                        	Wrexham
            
                        
                        	Ian Lucas
            
                        
                        	1831


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Conservative Gains from Liberal Democrats

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Carshalton & Wallington
            
                        
                        	Tom Brake
            
                        
                        	1510


                     
            
                        
                        	North Norfolk
            
                        
                        	Norman Lamb
            
                        
                        	4043


                     
            
                        
                        	Richmond Park
            
                        
                        	Sarah Olney
            
                        
                        	1872


                     
            
                        
                        	Southport
            
                        
                        	John Pugh
            
                        
                        	1322


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Conservative Gains from SNP

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Berwickshire, Roxburgh & Selkirk
            
                        
                        	Calum Kerr
            
                        
                        	328


                     
            
                        
                        	Dumfries & Galloway
            
                        
                        	Richard Arkless
            
                        
                        	6514


                     
            
                        
                        	West Aberdeenshire & Kincardine
            
                        
                        	Stuart Donaldson
            
                        
                        	7033


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Conservative Gain from UKIP

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Clacton
            
                        
                        	Douglas Carswell
            
                        
                        	3437


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Green Gains from Labour

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Bristol West
            
                        
                        	Thangnam Debbonaire
            
                        
                        	5673


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Labour Gains from Conservative

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Brighton Kemptown
            
                        
                        	Simon Kirby
            
                        
                        	690


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Liberal Democrat Gains from Conservative

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Bath
            
                        
                        	Ben Howlett
            
                        
                        	3833


                     
            
                        
                        	Cheltenham
            
                        
                        	Alex Chalk
            
                        
                        	6516


                     
            
                        
                        	Thornbury & Yate
            
                        
                        	Luke Hall
            
                        
                        	1495


                     
            
                        
                        	Kingston
            
                        
                        	James Berry
            
                        
                        	2834


                     
            
                        
                        	Lewes
            
                        
                        	Maria Caulfield
            
                        
                        	1083


                     
            
                        
                        	Twickenham
            
                        
                        	Tania Mathias
            
                        
                        	2017


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Liberal Democrat Gains from Labour

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Burnley
            
                        
                        	Julie Cooper
            
                        
                        	3244


                     
            
                        
                        	Cambridge
            
                        
                        	Daniel Zeichner
            
                        
                        	599


                     
            
                        
                        	Bermondsey
            
                        
                        	Neil Coyle
            
                        
                        	4489


                     
            
                        
                        	Cardiff Central
            
                        
                        	Jo Stevens
            
                        
                        	4981


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Plaid Cymru Gains from Labour

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Llanelli
            
                        
                        	Nia Griffith
            
                        
                        	7095


                     
            
                        
                        	Yns Mon
            
                        
                        	Albert Owen
            
                        
                        	229


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Sinn Féin Gain from UUP

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Fermanagh & South Tyrone
            
                        
                        	Tom Elliott
            
                        
                        	530


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            SNP Gain from Labour

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	CONSTITUENCY
            
                        
                        	SITTING MP
            
                        
                        	MAJ


                  
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Edinburgh South
            
                        
                        	Ian Murray
            
                        
                        	2637


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Bedfordshire

         

         Seats: 6

Current Political Makeup: Con 4, Lab 2

Predicted Political Makeup after 8 June: Con 5, Lab 1

         1. Bedford

         2010 Result:

Conservative: 17,546 (38.9%)

Labour: 16,193 (35.9%)

Lib Dem: 8,957 (19.9%)

BNP: 757 (1.7%)

Green: 393 (0.9%)

UKIP: 1,136 (2.5%)

Independent: 120 (0.3%)

Majority: 1,353 (3%)

         2015 Result:

Conservative: Richard Fuller 19,625 42.6 +3.7

Labour: Patrick Hall 18,528 40.2 +4.3

Lib Dem: Mahmud Rogers 1,958 4.2 −15.6

Green: Ben Foley 1,412 3.1 +2.2

UKIP: Charlie Smith 4,434 9.6 +7.1

Independent: Faruk Choudhury 129 0.3 N/A

Majority: 1,097 2.4 −0.6

Turnout: 46,086 66.5 +0.6

         Leave Vote: 53.17 %

         Sitting MP: Richard Fuller (Con)

Prediction: Conservative hold

         This seat was Labour during the Blair and Brown years and only narrowly went Tory in 2010. With a substantial Lib Dem vote to eat into, last time it should have gone Labour in 2015. There’s little reason to suggest it will this time.

         2. Luton North

         2010 Result:

Conservative: 13,672 (31.8%)

Labour: 21,192 (49.3%)

Lib Dem: 4,784 (11.1%)

BNP: 1,316 (3.1%)

Green: 490 (1.1%)

UKIP: 1,564 (3.6%)

Majority: 7,520 (17.5%)

         2015 Result:

Conservative: Dean Russell 12,739 29.9 −1.9

Labour: Kelvin Hopkins 22,243 52.2 +2.9

Lib Dem: Aroosa Ulzaman 1,299 3.1 −8.1

Green: Sofiya Ahmed 972 2.3 +1.1

UKIP: Allan White 5,318 12.5 +8.9

Majority: 9,504 22.3 +4.8

Turnout: 42,571 64.0 −1.5

         Leave Vote: 56.29 %

         Sitting MP: Kelvin Hopkins (Lab)

Prediction: Labour hold

         This used to be a safe Tory seat until boundary changes made it a safe Labour seat. Kelvin Hopkins’s majority increased in 2015 as he ate into the Lib Dem vote. I suspect many of those votes will return to the Lib Dems this time. The Tories may have hopes in this seat but Hopkins is popular and his personal vote may see him through.

         3. Luton South

         2010 Result:

Conservative: 12,396 (29.4%)

Labour: 14,725 (34.9%)

Lib Dem: 9,567 (22.7%)

BNP: 12,99 (3.1%)

Green: 366 (0.9%)

UKIP: 975 (2.3%)

Independent: 1,872 (4.4%)

Others: 1,016 (2.4%)

Majority: 2,329 (5.5%)

         2015 Result:

Conservative: Katie Redmond 12,949 30.7 +1.3

Labour: Gavin Shuker 18,660 44.2 +9.3

Lib Dem: Ashuk Ahmed 3,183 7.5 −15.1

Green: Simon Hall 1,237 2.9 +2.1

UKIP: Muhammad Rehman 5,129 12.1 +9.8

Independent: Attiq Malik 900 2.1 N/A

Liberty GB Paul Weston 158 0.4 N/A

Majority: 5,711 13.5 +8

Turnout: 42,216 62.8 −2

         Leave Vote: 53.07 %

         Sitting MP: Gavin Shuker (Lab)

Prediction: Conservative gain

         As the Lib Dems return home from Labour, and UKIP voters return to the Tories Gavin Shuker may be a casualty of the Corbyn era.

         4. Mid Bedfordshire

         2010 Result:

Conservative: 28,815 (52.5%)

Labour: 8,108 (14.8%)

Lib Dem: 13,663 (24.9%)

Green: 773 (1.4%)

UKIP: 2,826 (5.1%)

English Dem: 712 (1.3%)

Majority: 15,152 (27.6%)
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