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Poetry Ireland Introductions aims to encourage excellence in the craft of poetry by raising the profile of talented, emerging poets.


The series offers poets in the early stages of their careers, writing in Irish or English, the opportunity to showcase their work through workshops and performance. The poets selected for the Introductions series participate in a workshop focused on poetic form and craft, as well as a masterclass on the art of reading and performing poetry in public, and a presentation on marketing and self-promotion for poets.


These workshops culminate in a series of public readings in partnership with International Literature Festival Dublin.


www.poetryireland.ie/writers/introductions-series
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Introduction



As a young person consumed by the idea of being a writer, (minor), external validation meant a great deal. Though I was never an outright winner, I was commended several years in a row in the former Irish School Creative Writing Competition, which ran every year, North and South, throughout the 1980s. Between the ages of 13 and 17, come Spring, I’d find myself shuttling down to Dublin on the train, at first with my mother, later on my own, for talks and readings (this was largely before the era of the workshop), where I would meet poets like John F Deane and Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill, who would share writing insights, give us tips (‘buy a notebook and write something in it every day’), and urge us to keep going. I would also meet young people like me, who were similarly consumed, but who had vastly different world experiences and outlooks, and I would treasure each year’s published anthology as dearly as any collection by the ‘proper’ poets I was also reading at the time: Plath, Hughes, Ginsberg. All of which was game-changing, if not on the work itself, which remained raw and awkward for years (inevitably), then on my own view of myself, in that it legitimated my ambition to get better.


Because I’ve gained so much from similar programmes, it was a pleasure for me to act as reader and judge for this year’s Poetry Ireland Introductions series. This pleasure increased as I was exposed to the actual work – the best of which you’ll find sampled in the following pages. Here was poetry that was diverse, accomplished, playful, testing the boundaries of form, shape, white space, and utterance itself. Some of the poems included here, either not included in the original sample, or not discussed during our workshop in Dublin in the Spring, have continued to surprise me and delight me, attesting to the growing confidence and ambition on the part of their authors.


The Introductions Series is one of the most brilliant and important projects undertaken by Poetry Ireland, and not least because it introduces talented poets at the beginning of their writing careers (whatever their age) to other like-minded poets who are at a similar stage. All writers need peers, both to support them, and to challenge and inspire them. Paul Celan – as Caroline Bracken mentions – likened a poem to a handshake. And the introductions here work as handshakes in multiple ways: gifted writers’ work is introduced to me, these writers are introduced to each other, their work is introduced, in performance, to audiences at the International Literature Festival Dublin, and now it’s being introduced to you, the reader.
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