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2016 NFL Draft






The 2016 NFL Draft was the 81st annual meeting of National Football League (NFL) franchises to select newly eligible American football players. As in 2015, the draft took place in Chicago, Illinois at the Auditorium Theatre and Grant Park.[1] The draft began on Thursday, April 28 with the first round, and ended on Saturday, April 30. The Tennessee Titans[image: External link], the team with the fewest wins in the NFL for the 2015 season[image: External link], traded the right to the top pick in the draft to the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link], the first time the top pick was traded before the draft since 2001 when the San Diego Chargers traded their first pick to the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]. Ohio State[image: External link] became the second school to have three players drafted in the top ten and to have five players drafted in the first round.





TOP
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 Early entrants




Main article: List of 2016 NFL Draft early entrants


Ninety-six underclassmen announced their intention to enter the 2016 NFL Draft as underclassmen, which primarily include juniors and redshirt sophomores who are forgoing future years of college eligibility.[2] In order to be eligible to enter the draft, players must be at least 3 years removed from high school. The deadline for underclassmen to declare for the draft was January 18, 2016.
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 Overview




The following is the breakdown of the 253 players selected by position:



	36 Linebackers


	33 Wide receivers


	32 Cornerbacks


	22 Defensive tackles


	20 Offensive tackles


	20 Running backs


	20 Safeties


	17 Defensive ends


	15 Quarterbacks


	13 Offensive guards


	9 Tight ends


	8 Centers


	3 Fullbacks


	3 Punters


	1 Long snapper


	1 Placekicker
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 Player selections






	Positions key



	



Jump to round: 2 • 3 • 4 • 5 • 6 • 7








	*
	= compensatory selection[image: External link]

	



	†
	= Pro Bowler[N 1]






	
	



	C
	Center
	
	CB
	Cornerback
	
	DB
	Defensive back
	
	DE
	Defensive end



	DL
	Defensive lineman[image: External link]
	DT
	Defensive tackle
	FB
	Fullback
	FS
	Free safety[image: External link]



	G
	Guard
	HB
	Halfback
	K
	Placekicker
	KR
	Kick returner[image: External link]



	LB
	Linebacker
	LS
	Long snapper
	OT
	Offensive tackle[image: External link]
	OL
	Offensive lineman[image: External link]



	NT
	Nose tackle[image: External link]
	P
	Punter
	PR
	Punt returner[image: External link]
	QB
	Quarterback



	RB
	Running back
	S
	Safety
	SS
	Strong safety[image: External link]
	TB
	Tailback



	TE
	Tight end
	WR
	Wide receiver
	 
	 
	 
	 













	
	Rnd.
	Pick #
	NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	
	1
	1
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Goff, JaredJared Goff 
	QB
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R1 - 1]



	
	1
	2
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Wentz, CarsonCarson Wentz 
	QB
	North Dakota State[image: External link]
	MVFC
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R1 - 2]



	
	1
	3
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Bosa, JoeyJoey Bosa 
	DE
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	4
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Elliott, EzekielEzekiel Elliott †
	RB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	5
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Ramsey, JalenJalen Ramsey 
	CB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	6
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Stanley, RonnieRonnie Stanley[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	1
	7
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Buckner, DeForestDeForest Buckner 
	DE
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	8
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Conklin, JackJack Conklin 
	OT[image: External link]
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via Philadelphia[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] [R1 - 3]



	
	1
	9
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Floyd, LeonardLeonard Floyd 
	OLB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R1 - 4]



	
	1
	10
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Apple, EliEli Apple 
	CB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	11
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Hargreaves III, VernonVernon Hargreaves III 
	CB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] [R1 - 5]



	
	1
	12
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Rankins, SheldonSheldon Rankins 
	DT
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	13
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Tunsil, LaremyLaremy Tunsil 
	OT[image: External link]
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R1 - 6]



	
	1
	14
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Joseph, KarlKarl Joseph 
	S
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	15
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Coleman, CoreyCorey Coleman 
	WR
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Los Angeles[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] [R1 - 7]



	
	1
	16
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Decker, TaylorTaylor Decker 
	OT[image: External link]
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	17
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Neal, KeanuKeanu Neal 
	S
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	18
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Kelly, RyanRyan Kelly 
	C
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	19
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Lawson, ShaqShaq Lawson 
	DE
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	20
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Lee, DarronDarron Lee 
	OLB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	21
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Fuller, WillWill Fuller[image: External link] 
	WR
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	from Washington[image: External link] [R1 - 8]



	
	1
	22
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Doctson, JoshJosh Doctson 
	WR
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R1 - 9]



	
	1
	23
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Treadwell, LaquonLaquon Treadwell[image: External link] 
	WR
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	24
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Jackson III, WilliamWilliam Jackson III 
	CB
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	25
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Burns, ArtieArtie Burns 
	CB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	26
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Lynch, PaxtonPaxton Lynch 
	QB
	Memphis[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R1 - 10]



	
	1
	27
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Clark, KennyKenny Clark 
	DT
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	28
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Garnett, JoshuaJoshua Garnett 
	G
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R1 - 11]



	
	1
	–
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited as a result of the Deflategate scandal[Forfeited 1]



	
	1
	29
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Nkemdiche, RobertRobert Nkemdiche 
	DT
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	30
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Butler, VernonVernon Butler 
	DT
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	31
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Ifedi, GermainGermain Ifedi 
	OT[image: External link]
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R1 - 12]



	
	2
	32
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Ogbah, EmmanuelEmmanuel Ogbah 
	DE
	Oklahoma State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	33
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Dodd, KevinKevin Dodd 
	OLB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	34
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Smith, JaylonJaylon Smith[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	2
	35
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Henry, HunterHunter Henry 
	TE
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	36
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Jack, MylesMyles Jack 
	OLB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R2 - 1]



	
	2
	37
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Jones, ChrisChris Jones 
	DT
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R2 - 2]



	
	2
	38
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Howard, XavienXavien Howard 
	CB
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Jacksonville[image: External link] via Baltimore[image: External link] [R2 - 3]



	
	2
	39
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Spence, NoahNoah Spence 
	DE
	Eastern Kentucky[image: External link]
	OVC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	40
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Shepard, SterlingSterling Shepard 
	WR
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	41
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Ragland, ReggieReggie Ragland 
	ILB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] [R2 - 4]



	
	2
	42
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Correa, KamaleiKamalei Correa 
	LB
	Boise State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R2 - 5]



	
	2
	43
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Johnson, AustinAustin Johnson 
	DT
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] via Los Angeles[image: External link] [R2 - 6]



	
	2
	44
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Ward, JihadJihad Ward 
	DE
	Illinois[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	45
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Henry, DerrickDerrick Henry 
	RB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Los Angeles[image: External link] [R2 - 7]

2015 Heisman Trophy winner



	
	2
	46
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Robinson, A'ShawnA'Shawn Robinson 
	DT
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	47
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Thomas, MichaelMichael Thomas 
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	48
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Spriggs, JasonJason Spriggs 
	OT[image: External link]
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] [R2 - 8]



	
	2
	49
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Reed, JarranJarran Reed 
	DT
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link] [R2 - 9]



	
	2
	50
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Martin, NickNick Martin 
	C
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	from Atlanta[image: External link] [R2 - 10]



	
	2
	51
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Hackenberg, ChristianChristian Hackenberg[image: External link] 
	QB
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	52
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Jones, DeionDeion Jones 
	LB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R2 - 11]



	
	2
	53
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Cravens, Su'aSu'a Cravens 
	LB
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	54
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Alexander, MackensieMackensie Alexander[image: External link] 
	CB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	55
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Boyd, TylerTyler Boyd 
	WR
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	56
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Whitehair, CodyCody Whitehair 
	G
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R2 - 12]



	
	2
	57
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Green, T. J.T. J. Green 
	CB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R2 - 13]



	
	2
	58
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Davis, SeanSean Davis 
	S
	Maryland[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	59
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Aguayo, RobertoRoberto Aguayo 
	K
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R2 - 14]



	
	2
	60
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Jones, CyrusCyrus Jones 
	CB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	61
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Bell, VonnVonn Bell 
	S
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R2 - 15]



	
	2
	62
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Bradberry, JamesJames Bradberry 
	CB
	Samford[image: External link]
	SoCon[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	63
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Gotsis, AdamAdam Gotsis 
	DT
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	64
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Byard, KevinKevin Byard 
	S
	Middle Tennessee State[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	65
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Nassib, CarlCarl Nassib 
	DE
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	66
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Tuerk, MaxMax Tuerk 
	C
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	67
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Collins, MaliekMaliek Collins 
	DT
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	68
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Redmond, WillWill Redmond 
	CB
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	69
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Ngakoue, YannickYannick Ngakoue 
	DE
	Maryland[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	70
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Kaufusi, BronsonBronson Kaufusi 
	DE
	BYU[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	3
	71
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Thompson, DarianDarian Thompson 
	S
	Boise State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	72
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Bullard, JonathanJonathan Bullard 
	DT
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	73
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Drake, KenyanKenyan Drake 
	RB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	74
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Russell, KeiVaraeKeiVarae Russell[image: External link] 
	CB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R3 - 1]



	
	3
	75
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Calhoun, ShiliqueShilique Calhoun 
	DE
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	76
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Coleman, ShonShon Coleman 
	OT[image: External link]
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Los Angeles[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] [R3 - 2]



	
	3
	77
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Worley, DarylDaryl Worley[image: External link] 
	CB
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Detroit[image: External link] via Philadelphia[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] [R3 - 3]



	
	3
	78
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Thuney, JoeJoe Thuney 
	G
	North Carolina State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link] [R3 - 4]



	
	3
	79
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Seumalo, IsaacIsaac Seumalo 
	C
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	80
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Washington, AdolphusAdolphus Washington 
	DT
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	81
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Hooper, AustinAustin Hooper 
	TE
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	82
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Clark, Le'RavenLe'Raven Clark 
	OT[image: External link]
	Texas Tech[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	83
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Jenkins, JordanJordan Jenkins 
	OLB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	84
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Fuller, KendallKendall Fuller 
	CB
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	85
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Miller, BraxtonBraxton Miller[image: External link] 
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	86
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Carroo, LeonteLeonte Carroo 
	WR
	Rutgers[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R3 - 5]



	
	3
	87
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Vigil, NickNick Vigil 
	ILB
	Utah State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	88
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Fackrell, KylerKyler Fackrell 
	OLB
	Utah State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	89
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Hargrave, JavonJavon Hargrave 
	DT
	South Carolina State[image: External link]
	MEAC
	



	
	3
	90
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Prosise, C. J.C. J. Prosise[image: External link] 
	RB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	3
	–
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited for violating the NFL's Anti-Tampering policy[image: External link].[Forfeited 2]



	
	3
	91
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Brissett, JacobyJacoby Brissett 
	QB
	North Carolina State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	92
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Williams, BrandonBrandon Williams 
	CB
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	93
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Kessler, CodyCody Kessler 
	QB
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R3 - 6]



	
	3
	94
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Vannett, NickNick Vannett 
	TE
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R3 - 7]



	
	3*
	95
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Glasgow, GrahamGraham Glasgow 
	C
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	96
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Valentine, VincentVincent Valentine 
	DT
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	97
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Odhiambo, ReesRees Odhiambo 
	OT[image: External link]
	Boise State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	98
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Simmons, JustinJustin Simmons 
	S
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	99
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Schobert, JoeJoe Schobert 
	OLB
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	100
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Cook, ConnorConnor Cook 
	QB
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] via Philadelphia[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] [R4 - 1]



	
	4
	101
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Tapper, CharlesCharles Tapper 
	DE
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	102
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Perry, JoshuaJoshua Perry 
	OLB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	103
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Day, SheldonSheldon Day[image: External link] 
	DT
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	4
	104
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Young, TavonTavon Young 
	CB
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	105
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Ehinger, ParkerParker Ehinger 
	G
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R4 - 2]



	
	4
	106
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Murray, EricEric Murray 
	CB
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R4 - 3]



	
	4
	107
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Moore, ChrisChris Moore 
	WR
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R4 - 4]



	
	4
	108
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Smith, RyanRyan Smith 
	CB
	North Carolina Central[image: External link]
	MEAC
	



	
	4
	109
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Goodson, B. J.B. J. Goodson 
	ILB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	110
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Higbee, TylerTyler Higbee 
	TE
	Western Kentucky[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	111
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Killebrew, MilesMiles Killebrew 
	S
	Southern Utah[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	112
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Mitchell, MalcolmMalcolm Mitchell 
	WR
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link] [R4 - 5]



	
	4
	113
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Kwiatkoski, NickNick Kwiatkoski 
	ILB
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link] [R4 - 6]



	
	4
	114
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Louis, RicardoRicardo Louis 
	WR
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Oakland[image: External link] [R4 - 7]



	
	4
	115
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Campbell, De'VondreDe'Vondre Campbell 
	OLB
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	116
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Ridgeway, HassanHassan Ridgeway 
	DT
	Texas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	117
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Cooper, PharohPharoh Cooper 
	WR
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link] [R4 - 8]



	
	4
	118
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Burris, JustonJuston Burris 
	CB
	North Carolina State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	119
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Ervin, TylerTyler Ervin[image: External link] 
	RB
	San Jose State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	120
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Onyemata, DavidDavid Onyemata 
	DT
	Manitoba
	CWUAA
	from Washington[image: External link] [R4 - 9]



	
	4
	121
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Beavers, WillieWillie Beavers 
	G
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	122
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Billings, AndrewAndrew Billings 
	DT
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	123
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Hawkins, JeraldJerald Hawkins 
	OT[image: External link]
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	124
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Bush, DeonDeon Bush 
	S
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R4 - 10]



	
	4
	125
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Morrison, AntonioAntonio Morrison 
	OLB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R4 - 11]



	
	4
	126
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Robinson, DemarcusDemarcus Robinson 
	WR
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	127
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Hall, Deiondre'Deiondre' Hall 
	S
	Northern Iowa[image: External link]
	MVFC
	from New England[image: External link] [R4 - 12]



	
	4
	128
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Boehm, EvanEvan Boehm 
	C
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	129
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Kindred, DerrickDerrick Kindred 
	S
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R4 - 13]



	
	4
	130
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Lewis, AlexAlex Lewis 
	OT[image: External link]
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R4 - 14]



	
	4*
	131
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Martinez, BlakeBlake Martinez 
	ILB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	132
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Henry, WillieWillie Henry 
	DT
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	133
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Robinson, RashardRashard Robinson 
	CB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	134
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Dixon, KennethKenneth Dixon 
	RB
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	135
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Prescott, DakDak Prescott †
	QB
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	136
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Booker, DevontaeDevontae Booker 
	RB
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	137
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Lowry, DeanDean Lowry 
	DE
	Northwestern[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4*
	138
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	DeValve, SethSeth DeValve 
	TE
	Princeton[image: External link]
	Ivy
	



	
	4*
	139
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Jones, CardaleCardale Jones 
	QB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	Extra compensatory pick authorized by NFLMC and NFLPA[3][4]



	
	5
	140
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Sharpe, TajaeTajae Sharpe 
	WR
	UMass[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	141
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Sanchez, ZackZack Sanchez 
	CB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R5 - 1]



	
	5
	142
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Blair, RonaldRonald Blair 
	DE
	Appalachian State[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from San Diego[image: External link] [R5 - 2]



	
	5
	143
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Washington, DeAndreDeAndre Washington 
	RB
	Texas Tech[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] [R5 - 3]



	
	5
	144
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	McGovern, ConnorConnor McGovern 
	G
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R5 - 4]



	
	5
	145
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Theus, JohnJohn Theus 
	OT[image: External link]
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	146
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Judon, MattMatt Judon 
	DE
	Grand Valley State
	GLIAC[image: External link]
	from Jacksonville[image: External link] [R5 - 5]



	
	5
	147
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Jefferson, QuintonQuinton Jefferson 
	DT
	Maryland[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R5 - 6]



	
	5
	148
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Benenoch, CalebCaleb Benenoch 
	OT[image: External link]
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	149
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Perkins, PaulPaul Perkins 
	RB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	150
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Howard, JordanJordan Howard †
	RB
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	151
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Dahl, JoeJoe Dahl 
	G
	Washington State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	
















	
	5
	152
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Ioannidis, MattMatt Ioannidis 
	DT
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link] [R5 - 7]








	
	5
	153
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Smallwood, WendellWendell Smallwood 
	RB
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	154
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Payton, JordanJordan Payton 
	WR
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Oakland[image: External link] [R5 - 8]








	
	5
	–
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited during the 2015 Supplemental draft[image: External link].[Forfeited 3]








	
	5
	155
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Haeg, JoeJoe Haeg 
	OT[image: External link]
	North Dakota State[image: External link]
	MVFC
	








	
	5
	156
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Williams, JonathanJonathan Williams 
	RB
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	–
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited for piping artificial crowd noise into the Georgia Dome.[Forfeited 4]








	
	5
	157
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Sims, LeShaunLeShaun Sims 
	CB
	Southern Utah[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] via Denver[image: External link] [R5 - 9]








	
	5
	158
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Shell, BrandonBrandon Shell 
	OT[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Washington[image: External link] [R5 - 10]








	
	5
	159
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Dillon, K. J.K. J. Dillon 
	S
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	160
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Brothers, KentrellKentrell Brothers 
	ILB
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	161
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Westerman, ChristianChristian Westerman 
	G
	Arizona State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	162
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Hogan, KevinKevin Hogan 
	QB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R5 - 11]








	
	5
	163
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Davis, TrevorTrevor Davis 
	WR
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	164
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Vaitai, HalapoulivaatiHalapoulivaati Vaitai 
	OT[image: External link]
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Pittsburgh[image: External link] [R5 - 12]



	
	5
	165
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Hill, TyreekTyreek Hill †
	WR
	West Alabama
	Gulf South[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	166
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Reader, D. J.D. J. Reader 
	DT
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R5 - 13]



	
	5
	167
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Christian, MarquiMarqui Christian 
	S
	Midwestern State
	Lone Star[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	168
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Drango, SpencerSpencer Drango 
	OT[image: External link]
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R5 - 14]



	
	5
	169
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Williams, AntwioneAntwione Williams 
	OLB
	Georgia Southern[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R5 - 15]



	
	5*
	170
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Toner, ColeCole Toner 
	OT[image: External link]
	Harvard[image: External link]
	Ivy
	



	
	5*
	171
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Collins, AlexAlex Collins 
	RB
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	172
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Higgins, RashardRashard Higgins 
	WR
	Colorado State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	173
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Caldwell, TreyTrey Caldwell 
	CB
	Louisiana-Monroe[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	174
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Cooper, FahnFahn Cooper 
	OT[image: External link]
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	175
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Brown, JatavisJatavis Brown 
	OLB
	Akron[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	176
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Janovich, AndyAndy Janovich 
	FB
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 1]



	
	6
	177
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Hemingway, TemarrickTemarrick Hemingway 
	TE
	South Carolina State[image: External link]
	MEAC
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 2]



	
	6
	178
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	White, D. J.D. J. White 
	CB
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R6 - 3]



	
	6
	179
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Kaser, DrewDrew Kaser 
	P
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	180
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Böhringer, MoritzMoritz Böhringer 
	WR
	 
	 
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R6 - 4].

First European player drafted without playing college football in NFL history; drafted from the GFL[image: External link][5]



	
	6
	181
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Holmes, TyroneTyrone Holmes 
	DE
	Montana[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	182
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Reynolds, KeenanKeenan Reynolds 
	WR
	Navy[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	183
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Bond, DevanteDevante Bond 
	OLB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	184
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Adams, JerellJerell Adams 
	TE
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	185
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Houston-Carson, DeAndreDeAndre Houston-Carson 
	CB
	William & Mary[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	186
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Grant, JakeemJakeem Grant 
	WR
	Texas Tech[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R6 - 5]



	
	6
	187
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Sudfeld, NateNate Sudfeld[image: External link] 
	QB
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link] [R6 - 6]



	
	6
	188
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Morgan II, DavidDavid Morgan II 
	TE
	UTSA[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R6 - 7]



	
	6
	189
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Brown, AnthonyAnthony Brown[image: External link] 
	CB
	Purdue[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Oakland[image: External link] [R6 - 8]



	
	6
	190
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Forrest, JoshJosh Forrest 
	LB
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	191
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Rudock, JakeJake Rudock 
	QB
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	192
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Listenbee, KolbyKolby Listenbee 
	WR
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	193
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Tretola, SebastianSebastian Tretola 
	G
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] [R6 - 9]



	
	6
	194
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	James, CoryCory James 
	LB
	Colorado State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] [R6 - 10]



	
	6
	195
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Schweitzer, WesWes Schweitzer 
	G
	San Jose State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] via Houston[image: External link] [R6 - 11]



	
	6
	196
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Countess, BlakeBlake Countess[image: External link] 
	CB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] via New England[image: External link], Miami[image: External link] and Minnesota[image: External link] [R6 - 12]



	
	6
	197
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Vitale, DanDan Vitale 
	FB
	Northwestern[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Washington[image: External link] [R6 - 13]



	
	6
	198
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Watt, DerekDerek Watt 
	FB
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R6 - 14]



	
	6
	199
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Core, CodyCody Core 
	WR
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	200
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Murphy, KyleKyle Murphy 
	OT[image: External link]
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	201
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Allen, BrandonBrandon Allen 
	QB
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Pittsburgh[image: External link] [R6 - 15]



	
	6
	202
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Zettel, AnthonyAnthony Zettel 
	DE
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R6 - 16]



	
	6
	203
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Nicolas, DadiDadi Nicolas 
	OLB
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	204
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Lucas, JordanJordan Lucas 
	SS[image: External link]
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link] and New England[image: External link] [R6 - 17]



	
	6
	205
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Miller, HarlanHarlan Miller 
	CB
	Southeastern Louisiana[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	206
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Thomas, MikeMike Thomas 
	WR
	Southern Miss[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link]  [R6 - 18]



	
	6
	207
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Driskel, JeffJeff Driskel 
	QB
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R6 - 19]



	
	6*
	208
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Grugier-Hill, KamuKamu Grugier-Hill 
	LB
	Eastern Illinois[image: External link]
	OVC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	209
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Canady, MauriceMaurice Canady 
	CB
	Virginia[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	210
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Landes, JimmyJimmy Landes 
	LS
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	211
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Taylor, KelvinKelvin Taylor 
	RB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	212
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Frazier, KavonKavon Frazier 
	S
	Central Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	213
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Burbridge, AaronAaron Burbridge 
	WR
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	214
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Roberts, ElandonElandon Roberts 
	ILB
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	215
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Hunt, JoeyJoey Hunt 
	C
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	216
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Jackson, DariusDarius Jackson 
	RB
	Eastern Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	217
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Gathers, RicoRico Gathers 
	TE
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	Did not play football at Baylor; played as a PF for Baylor basketball[image: External link].



	
	6*
	218
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Seymour, KevonKevon Seymour 
	CB
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	219
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Parks, WillWill Parks 
	S
	Arizona[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	220
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Feeney, TravisTravis Feeney 
	OLB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	221
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Karras III, TedTed Karras III 
	G
	Illinois[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	222
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Wallace, AaronAaron Wallace 
	OLB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	223
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Doughty, BrandonBrandon Doughty[image: External link] 
	QB
	Western Kentucky[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R7 - 1]



	
	7
	224
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Clark, DonavonDonavon Clark 
	G
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	225
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Lucien, DevinDevin Lucien 
	WR
	Arizona State
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] via Seattle[image: External link] [R7 - 2]



	
	7
	226
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Woodard, JonathanJonathan Woodard 
	DE
	Central Arkansas[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	227
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Weatherly, StephenStephen Weatherly 
	OLB
	Vanderbilt[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] via Miami[image: External link] [R7 - 3]



	
	7
	228
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Dixon, RileyRiley Dixon 
	P
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R7 - 4]



	
	7
	229
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Ayers, DemarcusDemarcus Ayers 
	WR
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from NY Giants[image: External link] [R7 - 5]



	
	7
	230
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Braverman, DanielDaniel Braverman 
	WR
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	231
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Duarte, ThomasThomas Duarte 
	TE
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	232
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Daniels, StevenSteven Daniels 
	ILB
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R7 - 6]



	
	7
	233
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Mills, JalenJalen Mills 
	FS[image: External link]
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	234
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Alexander, VadalVadal Alexander 
	G
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	235
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Edwards, LachlanLachlan Edwards 
	P
	Sam Houston State[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	from Los Angeles[image: External link] via Houston[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link] [R7 - 7]



	
	7
	236
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Washington, DwayneDwayne Washington 
	RB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	237
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Lasco, DanielDaniel Lasco 
	RB
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	238
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Fuller, DevinDevin Fuller 
	WR
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	239
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Bates, TrevorTrevor Bates 
	LB
	Maine[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	240
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	McCalister, AlexAlex McCalister 
	DE
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R7 - 8]



	
	7
	241
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Peake, CharoneCharone Peake 
	WR
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	242
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Marshall, KeithKeith Marshall 
	RB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	243
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Lawler, KennyKenny Lawler 
	WR
	California
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R7 - 9]



	
	7
	244
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Kearse, JayronJayron Kearse[image: External link] 
	S
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	245
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Fejedelem, ClaytonClayton Fejedelem 
	S
	Illinois[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	246
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Matakevich, TylerTyler Matakevich 
	OLB
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	247
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Brooks, ZacZac Brooks 
	RB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	248
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Blythe, AustinAustin Blythe 
	C
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R7 - 10]



	
	7
	249
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Iworah, Prince CharlesPrince Charles Iworah 
	CB
	Western Kentucky[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R7 - 11]



	
	7
	250
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Wright III, ScoobyScooby Wright III 
	LB
	Arizona[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] via Miami[image: External link] [R7 - 12]



	
	7
	251
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Walker, JoeJoe Walker 
	ILB
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R7 - 13]



	
	7
	252
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Sandland, BeauBeau Sandland 
	TE
	Montana State[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	253
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Reed, KalanKalan Reed 
	CB
	Southern Miss
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R7 - 14]

Mr. Irrelevant






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable undrafted players






	Original NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Anderson, RobbyRobby Anderson 
	WR
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	Had 42 catches for 587 yards in 2016



	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Poole, BrianBrian Poole 
	CB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	Started in Super Bowl LI



	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Crawley, KenKen Crawley 
	CB
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	Played in 15 games in 2016, making 43 tackles



	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Lutz, WilWil Lutz 
	K
	Georgia State[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	28 for 34 (FG%: 82.4) in 2016



	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Erickson, AlexAlex Erickson 
	WR
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	810 Kick return yards in 2016



	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Kelley, RobertRobert Kelley 
	RB
	Tulane[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	704 yards, 6 TD in 2016



	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Adams, AndrewAndrew Adams 
	S
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Richard, JalenJalen Richard 
	RB
	Southern Miss[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	Had a 75 yard touchdown on his first carry












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trades




In the explanations below, (PD) indicates trades completed prior to the start of the draft (i.e. Pre-Draft), while (D) denotes trades that took place during the 2016 draft.


	Round one




	
^ No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles (PD). Tennessee[image: External link] traded its first-, fourth-, and sixth-round selections (1st, 113th, and 177th) to Los Angeles[image: External link] in exchange for Los Angeles's first-round, two second-round, and third-round selections in this year's draft (15th, 43rd, 45th, and 76th) as well as Los Angeles's first- and third-round selections in the 2017 NFL Draft.[source 1]


	
^ No. 2: Cleveland → Philadelphia (PD). Cleveland[image: External link] traded this selection (2nd) and a conditional fifth-round selection in 2017 (this selection would be upgraded to a compensatory fourth-round selection if the Browns receive one in 2017) to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for Philadelphia's first-round, third-round, and fourth-round selections in this years draft (8th, 77th, and 100th) as well as Philadelphia's first-round selection in the 2017 NFL Draft and second-round selection in the 2018 NFL Draft.[source 2]


	
^ No. 8: multiple trades:

       No. 8: Miami → Philadelphia (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded its first-round selection (8th) to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Kiko Alonso, cornerback Byron Maxwell, and Philadelphia's first-round selection (13th).[source 3]

        No. 8: Philadelphia → Cleveland (PD). see No. 2: Cleveland → Philadelphia.[source 2]

        No. 8: Cleveland → Tennessee (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded its first- and sixth-round selections (8th and 176th) to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for Tennessee's first- and third-round selections (15th and 76th) as well as its 2017 second-round selection.[source 4]


	
^ No. 9: Tampa Bay → Chicago (D). Tampa Bay[image: External link] traded its first-round selections (9th) to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for Chicago's first- and fourth-round selections (11th and 106th).[source 4]


	
^ No. 11: Chicago → Tampa Bay (D). see No. 9: Tampa Bay → Chicago.[source 4]


	
^ No. 13: Philadelphia → Miami (PD). see No. 8: Miami → Philadelphia.[source 3]


	
^ No. 15: multiple trades:

       No. 15: Los Angeles → Tennessee (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]

       No. 15: Tennessee → Cleveland (D). see No. 8: Cleveland → Tennessee.[source 4]


	
^ No. 21: Washington → Houston (D). Washington[image: External link] traded its first-round selection (21st) to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Houston's first-round selection (22nd) and their 2017 sixth-round selection.[source 4]


	
^ No. 22: Houston → Washington (D). see No. 21: Washington → Houston.[source 4]


	
^ No. 26: Seattle → Denver (D). Seattle[image: External link] traded its first-round selection (26th) to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's first- and third-round selections (31st and 94th).[source 5]


	
^ No. 28: Kansas City → San Francisco (D). Kansas City[image: External link] traded its first-round selection (28th) and seventh-round selection (249th) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's second-, fourth-, and sixth-round selections (37th, 105th, and 178th).[source 6]


	
^ No. 31: Denver → Seattle (D). see No. 26: Seattle → Denver.[source 5]





	Round two




	
^ No. 36: Baltimore → Jacksonville (D). Baltimore[image: External link] traded its second-round selection (36th) to Jacksonville[image: External link] in exchange for Jacksonvilles's second- and fifth-round selections (38th and 146th).[source 8]


	
^ No. 37: San Francisco → Kansas City (D). see No. 28: Kansas City → San Francisco.[source 6]


	
^ No. 38: multiple trades:

       No. 38: Jacksonville → Baltimore (D). see No. 36: Baltimore → Jacksonville.[source 8]

        No. 38: Baltimore → Miami (D). Baltimore[image: External link] traded its second-round selection (38th) to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's second- and fourth-round selections (42nd and 107th).[source 9]


	
^ No. 41: Chicago → Buffalo (D). Chicago[image: External link] traded its second-round selection (41st) to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for Buffalo's second- and fourth-round selections (49th and 117th). Buffalo also surrendered a 2017 fourth-round selection.[source 10]


	
^ No. 42: Miami → Baltimore (D). see No. 38: Baltimore → Miami.[source 8]


	
^ No. 43: multiple trades:

       No. 43: Philadelphia → Los Angeles (PD). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded its second-round selection in this year's draft, a 2015 fourth-round[image: External link] selection and quarterback Nick Foles to Los Angeles[image: External link] in exchange for Los Angeles's 2015 fifth-round selection[image: External link] and quarterback Sam Bradford[image: External link]. The trade also included a possible conditional fourth-round selection in this year's draft that Philadelphia would have received if Bradford took less than 50 percent of the snaps in 2015[image: External link]. Bradford took the majority of snaps for Philadelphia in 2015, so the fourth-round pick was returned to Los Angeles.[source 11]

       No. 43: Los Angeles → Tennessee (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]


	
^ No. 45: Los Angeles → Tennessee (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]


	
^ No. 48: Indianapolis → Green Bay (D). Indianapolis[image: External link] traded its second-round selection (48th) to Green Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Green Bay's second-, fourth- and seventh-round selections (57th, 125th, and 248th).[source 12]


	
^ No. 49: multiple trades:

       No. 49: Buffalo → Chicago (D). see No. 41: Chicago → Buffalo.[source 10]

       No. 49: Chicago → Seattle (D). Chicago[image: External link] traded this selection to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for Seattle's second- and fourth-round selections (56th and 124th).[source 4]


	
^ No. 50: Atlanta → Houston (D). Atlanta[image: External link] traded this selection to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Houston's second- and sixth-round selections (52nd and 195th).[source 4]


	
^ No. 52: Houston → Atlanta (D). see No. 50: Atlanta → Houston.[source 4]


	
^ No. 56: Seattle → Chicago (D). see No. 49: Chicago → Seattle.[source 4]


	
^ No. 57: Green Bay → Indianapolis (D). see No. 48: Indianapolis → Green Bay.[source 12]


	
^ No. 59: Kansas City → Tampa Bay (D). Kansas City[image: External link] traded this selection to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Tampa Bay's third- and fourth-round selections (74th and 106th).[source 4]


	
^ No. 61: multiple trades:

       No. 61: Arizona → New England (PD). Arizona[image: External link] traded its second-round selection and guard Jonathan Cooper to New England[image: External link] in exchange for defensive end Chandler Jones[image: External link].[source 13]

       No. 61: New England → New Orleans (D). New England[image: External link] traded its second-round selection to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for New Orleans' third- and fourth-round selections (78th and 112nd).[source 14]





	Round three




	
^ No. 74: Tampa Bay → Kansas City (D). see No. 59: Kansas City → Tampa Bay.[source 4]


	
^ No. 76: multiple trades:

       No. 76: Los Angeles → Tennessee (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]

       No. 76: Tennessee → Cleveland (D). see No. 8: Cleveland → Tennessee.[source 4]


	
^ No. 77: multiple trades:

       No. 77: Detroit → Philadelphia (PD). Detroit[image: External link] traded its third-round selection in this year's draft to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for a fourth-round selection in the 2015 NFL Draft ( 113th[image: External link] used to draft defensive tackle Gabe Wright).[source 15]

        No. 77: Philadelphia → Cleveland (PD). see No. 2: Cleveland → Philadelphia.[source 2]

        No. 77: Cleveland → Carolina (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded its third- and fifth-round selections (77th and 141st) to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for Carolina's third-, fourth-, and fifth-round selections (93rd, 129th and 168th).[source 16]


	
^ No. 78: New Orleans → New England (D). see No. 61: New England → New Orleans.[source 14]


	
^ No. 86: Minnesota → Miami (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's sixth-round selection (186th) and Miami's third- and fourth-round selections in 2017.[source 17]


	
^ No. 93: Carolina → Cleveland (D). see No. 77: Cleveland → Carolina.[source 16]


	
^ No. 94: Denver → Seattle (PD). see No. 26: Seattle → Denver.[source 5]





	Round four




	
^ No. 100: multiple trades:

       No. 100: Tennessee → Philadelphia (PD). Tennessee[image: External link] traded its fourth-round selection to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for running back DeMarco Murray and Philadelphia's fourth-round selection (113th).[source 19]

       No. 100: Philadelphia → Cleveland (PD). see No. 2: Cleveland → Philadelphia.[source 2]

       No. 100: Cleveland → Oakland (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded its fourth-round selection (100th) to Oakland[image: External link] in exchange for Oakland's fourth- and fifth-round selections (114th and 154th).[source 20]


	
^ No. 105: San Francisco → Kansas City (D). see No. 28: Kansas City → San Francisco.[source 6]


	
^ No. 106: multiple trades:

       No. 106: Chicago → Tampa Bay (D). see No. 9: Tampa Bay → Chicago.[source 4]

       No. 106: Tampa Bay → Kansas City (D). see No. 59: Kansas City → Tampa Bay.[source 4]


	
^ No. 107: Miami → Baltimore (D). see No. 38: Baltimore → Miami.[source 9]


	
^ No. 112: New Orleans → New England (D). see No. 61: New England → New Orleans.[source 14]


	
^ No. 113: multiple trades:

       No. 113: Philadelphia → Tennessee (PD). see No. 100: Tennessee → Philadelphia.[source 19]

       No. 113: Tennessee → Los Angeles (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]

       No. 113: Los Angeles → Chicago (D). Los Angeles[image: External link] traded this selection to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for Chicago's fourth- and sixth-round selections (117th and 206)[source 21]


	
^ No. 114: Oakland → Cleveland (D). see No. 100: Cleveland → Oakland.[source 20]


	
^ No. 117: multiple trades:

       No. 117: Buffalo → Chicago (D). see No. 41: Chicago → Buffalo.[source 10]

       No. 117: Chicago → Los Angeles (D). see No. 113: Los Angeles → Chicago.[source 21]


	
^ No. 120: Washington → New Orleans (D). Washington[image: External link] traded this selection to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for New Orleans' fifth-round selection (152nd) and a fifth-round selection in 2017.[source 22]


	
^ No. 124: Seattle → Chicago (D). see No. 49: Chicago → Seattle.[source 4]


	
^ No. 125: Green Bay → Indianapolis (D). see No. 48: Indianapolis → Green Bay.[source 12]


	
^ No. 127: New England → Chicago (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for a sixth-round selection (204th) and tight end Martellus Bennett.[source 23]


	
^ No. 129: Carolina → Cleveland (D). see No. 77: Cleveland → Carolina.[source 16]


	
^ No. 130: Denver → Baltimore (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for Baltimore's fifth-round selection (144th) and center Gino Gradkowski.[source 24]





	Round five




	
^ No. 141: Cleveland → Carolina (D). see No. 77: Cleveland → Carolina.[source 16]


	
^ No. 142: San Diego → San Francisco (PD). San Diego[image: External link] traded this selection, and its 2015 first- and fourth-round selections, to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's 2015 first-round selection.[source 25]


	
^ No. 143: Dallas → Oakland (PD). Dallas[image: External link] conditionally traded this selection to Oakland[image: External link] for wide receiver Brice Butler and Oakland's 2016 sixth-round selection (189th). The pick occurred because Butler was on the Cowboys' 53-man roster for at least six games.[source 26]


	
^ No. 144: Baltimore → Denver (PD). see No. 130: Denver → Baltimore.[source 24]


	
^ No. 146: Jacksonville → Baltimore (D). see No. 36: Baltimore → Jacksonville.[source 8]


	
^ No. 147: multiple trades:

       No. 147: Miami → New England (D). Miami[image: External link] traded this selection to New England[image: External link] in exchange for New England's 2 sixth-round selections (196th and 204th) and a seventh-round selection (250th).[source 27]

       No. 147: New England → Seattle (D). New England[image: External link] traded this selection and a seventh-round selection (243rd) to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for Seattle's sixth-round selection (225th) and a fourth-round selection in 2017.[source 28]


	
^ No. 152: New Orleans → Washington (D). see No. 120: Washington → New Orleans.[source 22]


	
^ No. 154: Oakland → Cleveland (D). see No. 100: Cleveland → Oakland.[source 20]


	
^ No. 157: multiple trades:

       No. 157: New York Jets → Denver (PD). NY Jets[image: External link] traded this selection to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's seventh-round selection (235th) and offensive tackle Ryan Clady.[source 31]

       No. 157: Denver → Tennessee (D). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection and a seventh-round selection (253rd) in exchange for a sixth-round selection (176th) and a sixth-round selection in 2017.[source 32]


	
^ No. 158: Washington → New York Jets (D). Washington[image: External link] traded this selection to the New York Jets[image: External link] in exchange for New York's fourth-round selection in 2017.[source 33]


	
^ No. 162: Seattle → Kansas City (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded this selection to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for safety Kelcie McCray.[source 34]


	
^ No. 164: Pittsburgh → Philadelphia (PD). Pittsburgh[image: External link] traded this conditional selection to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for cornerback Brandon Boykin. The selection could have become a fourth round selection if Boykin played 60% of the snaps during the season.[source 35]


	
^ No. 166: New England → Houston (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Keshawn Martin and Houston's 2016 sixth-round selection (196th).[source 36]


	
^ No. 168: Carolina → Cleveland (D). see No. 77: Cleveland → Carolina.[source 16]


	
^ No. 169: Denver → Detroit (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection, its 2015 first- and fifth-round selections ( 28th[image: External link] & 143rd[image: External link]), and guard–center Manny Ramirez to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for Detroit's 2015 first-round selection ( 23rd[image: External link]).[source 37]





	Round six




	
^ No. 176: multiple trades:

       No. 176: Cleveland → Tennessee (D). see No. 8: Cleveland → Tennessee.[source 4]

       No. 176: Tennessee → Denver (D). see No. 157: Denver → Tennessee.[source 32]


	
^ No. 177: Tennessee → Los Angeles (PD). see No. 1: Tennessee → Los Angeles.[source 1]


	
^ No. 178: multiple trades:

       No. 178: Dallas → San Francisco (PD). Dallas[image: External link] traded this selection to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's 2015 seventh-round selection ( 246th[image: External link]).[source 15]

       No. 178: San Francisco → Kansas City (D). see No. 28: Kansas City → San Francisco.[source 6]


	
^ No. 180: San Francisco → Minnesota (PD). San Francisco[image: External link] traded this selection and center Nick Easton to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Gerald Hodges[image: External link].[source 38]


	
^ No. 186: multiple trades:

       No. 186: Miami → Minnesota (D). see No. 86: Minnesota → Miami.[source 17]

       No. 186: Minnesota → Miami (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's sixth- and seventh-round selections (196th and 227th).[source 39]


	
^ No. 187: New Orleans → Washington (PD). New Orleans[image: External link] traded this selection along with its sixth-round selection in the 2015 NFL Draft ( 187th[image: External link]) to Washington[image: External link] in exchange for Washington's fifth-round selection.[source 15]


	
^ No. 188: Philadelphia → Minnesota (D). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded this selection to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for Minnesota's sixth- and seventh-round selections (196th and 240th).[source 40]


	
^ No. 189: Oakland → Dallas (PD). see No. 143: Dallas → Oakland.[source 26]


	
^ No. 193: Atlanta → Tennessee (PD). Atlanta[image: External link] traded this selection to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for guard Andy Levitre and a future conditional selection.[source 41]


	
^ No. 194: Indianapolis → Oakland (PD). Indianapolis[image: External link] traded this selection to Oakland[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Sio Moore.[source 42]


	
^ No. 195: multiple trades:

       No. 195: New York Jets → Houston (PD). The Jets[image: External link] traded a conditional seventh-round selection in the 2016 draft to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick. The pick can become a sixth-round selection based on Fitzpatrick's playing time.[source 43]

       No. 195: Houston → Atlanta (D). see No. 50: Atlanta → Houston.[source 4]


	
^ No. 196: multiple trades:

       No. 196: Houston → New England (PD). see No. 166: New England → Houston.[source 36]

       No. 196: New England → Miami (D). see No. 147: Miami → New England.[source 27]

       No. 196: Miami → Minnesota (D). see No. 186: Minnesota → Miami.[source 39]

       No. 196: Minnesota → Philadelphia (D). see No. 188: Philadelphia → Minnesota.[source 40]


	
^ No. 197: Washington → Tampa Bay (PD). Washington[image: External link] traded this selection to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Tampa Bay's seventh-round selection (232nd) and safety Dashon Goldson.[source 44]


	
^ No. 198: Minnesota → San Diego (PD). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to San Diego[image: External link] in exchange for offensive lineman Jeremiah Sirles.[source 45]


	
^ No. 201: Pittsburgh → Jacksonville (PD). Pittsburgh[image: External link] traded this selection to Jacksonville[image: External link] in exchange for kicker Josh Scobee.[source 46]


	
^ No. 202: Seattle → Detroit (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded this selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for cornerback Mohammed Seisay.[source 47]


	
^ No. 204: multiple trades:

       No. 204: New England → Chicago (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Jon Bostic.[source 48]

       No. 204: Chicago → New England (PD). see No. 127: New England → Chicago[source 23]

       No. 204: New England → Miami (D). see No. 147: Miami → New England[source 27]


	
^ No. 206: multiple trades:

       No. 206: Carolina → Chicago (PD). Carolina[image: External link] traded this selection to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for defensive end Jared Allen.[source 49]

       No. 206: Chicago → Los Angeles (D). see No. 113: Los Angeles → Chicago.[source 21]


	
^ No. 207: Denver → San Francisco (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection, along with its sixth-round selection in the 2017 NFL Draft to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's seventh-round selection (228th) and tight end Vernon Davis[image: External link].[source 50]





	Round seven




	
^ No. 223: Cleveland → Miami (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's seventh-round selection (250th) and cornerback Jamar Taylor.[source 51]


	
^ No. 225: multiple trades:

       No. 225: Dallas → Seattle (PD). Dallas[image: External link] traded this selection to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for running back Christine Michael.[source 52]

       No. 225: Seattle → New England (D). see No. 147: New England → Seattle.[source 28]


	
^ No. 227: multiple trades:

       No. 227: Baltimore → Miami (PD). Baltimore[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for cornerback Will Davis.[source 53]

       No. 227: Miami → Minnesota (D). see No. 186: Minnesota → Miami.[source 39]


	
^ No. 228: San Francisco → Denver (PD). see No. 207: Denver → San Francisco.[source 50]


	
^ No. 229: New York Giants → Pittsburgh (PD). The Giants[image: External link] traded a conditional seventh-round selection in the 2016 draft to Pittsburgh[image: External link] in exchange for punter Brad Wing.[source 54]


	
^ No. 232: Tampa Bay → Washington (PD). see No. 197: Washington → Tampa Bay.[source 44]


	
^ No. 235: multiple trades:

       No. 235: Los Angeles → Houston (PD). Los Angeles[image: External link] traded this selection to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Case Keenum[image: External link].[source 55]

       No. 235: Houston → Denver (PD). Houston[image: External link] traded this selection to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for offensive tackle Chris Clark.[source 56]

       No. 235: Denver → New York Jets (PD). see No. 157: New York Jets → Denver.[source 31]


	
^ No. 240: multiple trades:

       No. 240: Buffalo → Minnesota (PD). Buffalo[image: External link] traded this selection and a 2015 fifth-round selection ( 137th[image: External link]) to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Matt Cassel and Minnesota's 2015 sixth-round selection ( 187th[image: External link]).[source 57]

       No. 240: Minnesota → Philadelphia (D). see No. 188: Philadelphia → Minnesota.[source 40]


	
^ No. 243: multiple trades:

       No. 243: Houston → New England (PD). Houston[image: External link] traded its seventh–round selection in the 2016 draft to New England[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Ryan Mallett. The pick could have been a sixth–round selection but Mallett did not play 40% of the snaps in 2014.[source 58]

       No. 243: New England → Seattle (D). see No. 147: New England → Seattle.[source 28]


	
^ No. 248: Green Bay → Indianapolis (D). see No. 48: Indianapolis → Green Bay.[source 12]


	
^ No. 249: Kansas City → San Francisco (D). see No. 28: Kansas City → San Francisco.[source 6]


	
^ No. 250: multiple trades:

       No. 250: New England → Miami (D). see No. 147: Miami → New England.[source 27]

       No. 250: Miami → Cleveland (D). see No. 223: Cleveland → Miami.[source 51]


	
^ No. 251: Arizona → Philadelphia (PD). Arizona[image: External link] traded this selection to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Matt Barkley[image: External link] on the condition that Barkley was on the roster for six games.[source 59]


	
^ No. 253: Denver → Tennessee (D). see No. 157: Denver → Tennessee.[source 32]
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 Forfeited picks





	
^ New England forfeited its first-round selection as a result of Deflategate. The team will also forfeit a 2017 fourth-round selection.[source 7]


	
^ Kansas City forfeited its third-round selection for violating the NFL's Anti-Tampering policy. The team will also forfeit a 2017 sixth-round selection and pay a $250,000 fine.[source 18]


	
^ Los Angeles forfeited its fifth-round selection after selecting offensive tackle Isaiah Battle in the 2015 Supplemental draft[image: External link].[source 29]


	
^ Atlanta forfeited its fifth-round selection as punishment for piping artificial crowd noise into the Georgia Dome during the 2013[image: External link] and 2014[image: External link] seasons.[source 30]
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 Supplemental draft




The 2016 supplemental draft was held on July 14, 2016. For each player selected in the supplemental draft, the team forfeits its pick in that round in the draft of the following season. This year, six players were eligible for selection:[6]


	Eddie D'Antuono - LS - Virginia Tech


	Ra'Zahn Howard - DL - Purdue


	Jalen Overstreet - RB - Sam Houston State


	Tee Shepard - CB - Ole Miss


	
Rashaun Simonise - WR - Calgary


	Cameron Walton - DE - Concordia




No players were selected.[7]
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 Selections by college athletic conference






	Conference
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	NCAA Division I FBS football conferences



	The American
	2
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	2
	10



	ACC[image: External link]
	4
	6
	4
	3
	1
	3
	5
	26



	Big 12
	3
	4
	2
	5
	6
	6
	0
	26



	Big Ten
	6
	7
	10
	9
	2
	10
	3
	47



	C-USA
	1
	0
	1
	2
	0
	3
	3
	10



	Ind. (FBS)
	2
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	8



	MAC
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	2
	1
	6



	MW
	0
	1
	4
	1
	1
	2
	0
	9



	Pac-12
	4
	2
	4
	2
	7
	4
	9
	32



	SEC
	8
	8
	6
	9
	7
	8
	5
	51



	Sun Belt
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3



	NCAA Division I FCS football conferences



	Big Sky[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4



	CAA[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2



	Ivy
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2



	MEAC
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	3



	MVFC
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3



	OVC[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2



	SoCon[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Southland[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3



	Non-Division I football conferences



	CWUAA (CIS)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1



	GLIAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	Gulf South[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	Lone Star[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	Non-College Selections



	GFL[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
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 Schools with multiple draft selections






	Selections
	Schools



	12
	Ohio State[image: External link]



	9
	Clemson[image: External link]



	8
	UCLA[image: External link]



	7
	
Alabama[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], Notre Dame[image: External link]




	6
	Baylor[image: External link]



	5
	
Arkansas[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], LSU[image: External link], Michigan State[image: External link], Ole Miss[image: External link], Penn State[image: External link], Stanford[image: External link], TCU[image: External link], West Virginia[image: External link]




	4
	
Cal[image: External link], Nebraska[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link], USC[image: External link]




	3
	
Auburn[image: External link], Boise State[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link], Indiana[image: External link], Louisiana Tech[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link], Mississippi State[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link], NC State[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], Temple[image: External link], Texas A&M[image: External link],Texas Tech[image: External link] Western Kentucky[image: External link]




	2
	
Arizona[image: External link], Arizona State[image: External link], Boston College[image: External link], Cincinnati[image: External link], Colorado State[image: External link], Florida State[image: External link], Georgia Tech[image: External link], Miami (FL)[image: External link], Minnesota[image: External link], North Dakota State[image: External link], Northwestern[image: External link], Oregon[image: External link], San Jose State[image: External link], South Carolina State[image: External link], Southern Miss[image: External link], Utah State[image: External link], Virginia Tech[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], Western Michigan[image: External link], Wisconsin[image: External link]
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 Selections by position






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Center
	1
	1
	3
	1
	0
	1
	1
	8



	Cornerback
	5
	5
	5
	5
	3
	7
	2
	32



	Defensive end
	3
	2
	4
	2
	2
	2
	2
	17



	Defensive tackle
	4
	5
	5
	5
	3
	0
	0
	22



	Fullback
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3



	Guard
	1
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3
	2
	13



	Kicker
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Linebacker
	2
	8
	3
	7
	3
	6
	7
	36



	Long snapper
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1



	Offensive tackle
	5
	1
	3
	2
	8
	1
	0
	20



	Punter
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3



	Quarterback
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1
	4
	1
	15



	Running back
	1
	1
	2
	3
	6
	3
	4
	20



	Safety
	2
	2
	3
	4
	2
	4
	3
	20



	Tight end
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	3
	2
	9



	Wide receiver
	4
	3
	2
	6
	5
	7
	6
	33






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Offense
	15
	9
	15
	18
	23
	25
	16
	121



	Defense
	16
	22
	20
	23
	13
	19
	14
	127



	Special teams
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	5
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 Notes






	
^ Players are identified as Pro Bowlers if they were selected for the Pro Bowl at any time in their career.
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Auditorium Theatre






Auditorium Theatre is a music and performance venue located inside the Auditorium Building[image: External link] at 50 Congress Parkway in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. Inspired by the Richardsonian Romanesque[image: External link] Style of architect Henry Hobson Richardson[image: External link], the building was designed by Dankmar Adler[image: External link] and Louis Sullivan[image: External link] and completed in 1889. The Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] performed in the theatre until 1904 as well as the Chicago Grand Opera Company[image: External link] and its successors the Chicago Opera Association[image: External link] and Chicago Civic Opera[image: External link] until its relocation to the Civic Opera House[image: External link] in 1929. The theatre currently hosts performances by the Joffrey Ballet[image: External link], in addition to a variety of concerts, musicals, performances and events.
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 History
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 Opening and early years




In 1885, Chicago-based businessman and philanthropist Ferdinand Wythe Peck[image: External link] began ambitious plans for the building that would house the Auditorium Theatre.[1] At the time, Chicago was still recovering from the 1871 Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] and was rife with the contentious labor issues that would lead to the 1886 Haymarket Square bombing[image: External link]. Peck was committed to building a state-of-the-art performance venue that would make high culture available to the general public, while also helping to bolster Chicago’s sullied reputation. To subsidize the cost of performances, Peck envisioned a new concept in design: a multi-use structure that would encompass the theatre, as well as a luxury hotel and office space; proceeds from the hotel and offices would fund performances and keep ticket prices affordable.[2] The architecture firm Adler and Sullivan[image: External link] were retained to design the building at the corner of Michigan Avenue and Congress Street. It is considered to be one of their most notable buildings during their partnership together.

The gala opening night performance on 9 December 1889 was a major social event bringing together politicians and national leaders. In attendance were President Benjamin Harrison[image: External link], Vice President Levi Morton[image: External link], Illinois Governor Joseph Wilson Fifer[image: External link], Chicago Mayor DeWitt Clinton Cregier[image: External link], the theatre’s financial backers, and the city’s elite. President Harrison (who had visited the Auditorium in 1888, when the theatre, still a construction site, housed 9000 Republican National Convention attendees) was evidently so impressed that he was rumored to have whispered to Vice President Levi P. Morton, “New York surrenders, eh?” Crowds of people lined the streets waiting to get a glimpse of the famous and wealthy guests.[3] A highlight of the evening was opera star Madame Adelina Patti[image: External link]’s rendition of John Howard Payne’s “Home Sweet Home".[1][4][5]

The Auditorium Theatre played a critical role in Chicago being named host for 1893 World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link]. Local civic leaders in Chicago were vying with those in St. Louis, New York City, and Washington to host a fair that could reestablish Chicago as a destination for travel and commerce.[6] The international sensation brought about by the opening of the Auditorium was seen by Congress as an indication that the people of Chicago possessed the vision and financing to successfully produce a world-class fair.

During its early years, the Auditorium stage played host to the leading entertainers of the era, including John Phillip Sousa, Sarah Bernhardt[image: External link], The Ziegfeld Follies, Anna Pavlova, and Helen Morgan, as well as political figures including Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Booker T. Washington.[7] In 1912, Teddy Roosevelt famously told the Auditorium crowd, he felt "as strong a bull moose", during his controversial run for an additional term[image: External link] as United States' president.[8] It was also the home to the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Chicago Grand Opera Company,[9] and also featured indoor baseball games.
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 Decline and closing




Peck’s hope that the revenue from the hotel and offices would subsidize the cost of presenting performances ultimately proved unsustainable, particularly as more modern hotels (featuring private bathrooms) came about. The Chicago Symphony Orchestra moved to Orchestra Hall in 1904,[10] and the Grand Opera relocated to the Civic Opera House in 1929.[11] In the early 1930s, estimates were taken to demolish the building, but the cost of the demolition was more than the land was worth. Following a run of the comedic musical revue “Hellzapoppin", the Auditorium Theatre went bankrupt and closed in 1941.[12] In 1942, the Auditorium was taken over by the City of Chicago to be used as a World War II servicemen’s center. The stage and front rows of the theatre were converted to a bowling alley [7] and much of the ornate stenciling, plasterwork, and art glass was covered over. At the Auditorium Building, more than 2.2 million servicemen were housed, fed, and entertained between 1941 and 1945.
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 Revival




In 1946, Roosevelt University saved the venue from demolition by acquiring the building, but lacking the money required to renovate the theatre, kept it dormant for two decades.[12] In 1963, Mrs. Beatrice Spachner, with the approval of Roosevelt University, created the Auditorium Theatre Council and undertook a campaign to restore and reopen the theatre, raising nearly $3 million to renovate the structure. Architect Harry Weese oversaw the refurbishment[9] of the theatre, and on Oct. 31, 1967, the Auditorium Theatre reopened with a gala performance of the New York City Ballet’s[13] production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream".
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 Music, dance, and productions




Beginning in the late 1960s through today, a host of rock and pop performers have played at the theatre, including Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], The Who[image: External link], Janis Joplin[image: External link], David Bowie[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], James Taylor[image: External link], Bette Midler[image: External link], and ABBA[image: External link].[14] The venue also began to host more dance companies, including Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Bolshoi Ballet, and American Ballet Theatre. Broadway musicals with long-running productions at the theatre have included “The Phantom of the Opera", “Les Misérables", “Miss Saigon", “Show Boat", “Hello Dolly!", “The King and I", and “The Who’s Tommy".

On July 5, 1970, Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young[image: External link] performed at the venue, with a portion of the concert recorded for their live album 4 Way Street[image: External link]. The British progressive rock band Genesis[image: External link] also performed as part of their Wind and Wuthering World Tour on February 16, 1977. The Show was also broadcast live on Chicago's WKQX-FM radio station.
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 Present




Today, the Auditorium Theatre continues to maintain and restore the Adler & Sullivan building. Recent innovations include the introduction of the theatre’s first public elevator as well as the Katten/Landau Studio housed in the Roosevelt University Wabash Building. Typically, more than 200 performances and events—ranging from dance and theatre to music, educational programs, and religious services—attract more than a quarter of a million people every year. Under the leadership of CEO Tania Castroverde Moskalenko,[15] the venue presents a wide array of international, national and Chicago-based dance and music programming. The signature program of the Auditorium’s Creative Engagement department is “Hands Together Heart to Art”,[16] a summer camp that utilizes the performing arts of music, theatre and dance to provide healing opportunities for children who have experienced the death of a parent. Winner of State Farm Insurance’s 2009 “Embrace Life” award, the camp helps the children gain self-confidence, learn to express themselves and fosters emotional growth through interaction with other campers and caring adults who have experienced the same loss.

On October 2, 2014, it was announced that the 2015 NFL Draft would be held at the Auditorium Theatre, making the first selection meeting outside New York City[image: External link] in fifty years. The first round of the draft took place there on April 30, 2015. The draft ended after 7 rounds and 256 selections on May 2, 2015. The venue hosted the NFL Draft[image: External link] again in 2016.

Th Auditorium has been the home the Joffrey Ballet[image: External link] since 1995.[17]
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 Architecture




The theatre featured many technological advancements for its time, including the display of 3,500 bare carbon filament light bulbs (only publicly seen for the first time in 1879), unrivaled acoustics, air conditioning (which called for the delivery of 15 tons of ice daily), 26 hydraulic lifts that could easily raise and lower sections of the stage, and an expansive 95-foot loft above the stage for flown scenic elements.The Theatre, with 3,901 seats, is the second largest concert hall in the U.S., after the Metropolitan Opera House[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[18] Sullivan’s vision for the theatre was to create a space that was democratic, where the best seats were not reserved for the wealthiest patrons.[19] So the box seats were relocated to the sides, with an expansive main floor and generous balconies offering optimal sightlines to the general public. Ornamentation did not glorify a noble figure or mimic baroque palaces but rather featured the artful interpretations of natural elements including flowers and vines, and bucolic murals.[20] The Auditorium Theatre also exemplifies an architectural technique called "compression and expansion". Each patron was required to move through the small, dark entrance way into the theatre. The entrance was "compressed" by low ceilings in a way so that when patrons left the lobby to enter the theater, the impact of "expanding" into the towering six story auditorium, with its grand gilded arches and glittering ceiling, would be all the more dramatic.[21]
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This article is about the city in Illinois. For other uses, see Chicago (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Chicago ( i[image: External link]/S'ka:goU /[image: External link] or /S'ko:goU /[image: External link]), officially the City of Chicago, is the third-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link]. With over 2.7 million residents, it is also the most populous city in both the state[image: External link] of Illinois and the Midwestern United States[image: External link]. It is the county seat[image: External link] of Cook County[image: External link]. The Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link], often referred to as Chicagoland, has nearly 10 million people and is the third-largest in the U.S. Chicago has been called a global architecture capital.[5][6] In terms of wealth and economy, Chicago is considered one of the most important business centers in the world.[7]

Chicago was incorporated as a city in 1837, near a portage[image: External link] between the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the Mississippi River watershed[image: External link], and grew rapidly in the mid-nineteenth century.[8] Positioned along Lake Michigan[image: External link], the city is an international hub for finance, commerce, industry, technology, telecommunications, and transportation: O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] is the second-busiest airport in the world when measured by aircraft traffic[image: External link]; the region also has the largest number of U.S. highways and rail road freight.[9] In 2012, Chicago was listed as an alpha global city by the Globalization and World Cities Research Network[image: External link],[10] and ranked seventh in the world in the 2016 Global Cities Index[image: External link].[11] Chicago has the third-largest gross metropolitan product[image: External link] in the United States—about $640 billion according to 2015 estimates.[12] The city has one of the world's largest and most diversified economies with no single industry employing more than 14% of the workforce.[13]

In 2016, Chicago hosted over 54 million domestic and international visitors, a new record making it one of the top visited cities in the nation[image: External link].[14][15] Landmarks in the city include Millennium Park[image: External link], Navy Pier[image: External link], the Magnificent Mile[image: External link], Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], Museum Campus[image: External link], the Willis (Sears) Tower[image: External link], Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link], and Lincoln Park Zoo[image: External link]. Chicago's culture[image: External link] includes the visual arts, novels, film, theater, especially improvisational comedy[image: External link], and music, particularly jazz[image: External link], blues[image: External link], soul[image: External link], hip hop[image: External link], gospel[image: External link][16] and house music[image: External link]. There are many colleges and universities in the Chicago area; among these, Northwestern University[image: External link], University of Chicago[image: External link], and the University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link] are classified[image: External link] as "highest research" doctoral universities.[17] Additionally, Chicago has professional sports teams in each of the major professional leagues[image: External link]. The city has many nicknames, the best-known being the Windy City[image: External link].[18]
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 History




Further information: History of Chicago[image: External link] and Origin of Chicago's "Windy City" nickname[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Chicago history[image: External link]
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 Beginnings




The name "Chicago" is derived from a French rendering of the Native American word shikaakwa, known to botanists as Allium tricoccum[image: External link], from the Miami-Illinois language[image: External link]. The first known reference to the site of the current city of Chicago as "Checagou" was by Robert de LaSalle[image: External link] around 1679 in a memoir.[19] Henri Joutel[image: External link], in his journal of 1688, noted that the wild garlic, called "chicagoua", grew abundantly in the area.[20] According to his diary of late September 1687:


when we arrived at the said place called Chicagou which, according to what we were able to learn of it, has taken this name because of the quantity of garlic which grows in the forests in this region.[20]



In the mid-18th century, the area was inhabited by a Native American tribe known as the Potawatomi[image: External link], who had taken the place of the Miami[image: External link] and Sauk and Fox[image: External link] peoples.[21] The first known non-indigenous permanent settler in Chicago was Jean Baptiste Point du Sable[image: External link]. Du Sable was of African and French descent and arrived in the 1780s.[22][23][24] He is commonly known as the "Founder of Chicago".

In 1795, following the Northwest Indian War[image: External link], an area that was to be part of Chicago was turned over to the United States for a military post by native tribes in accordance with the Treaty of Greenville[image: External link]. In 1803, the United States Army[image: External link] built Fort Dearborn[image: External link], which was destroyed in 1812 in the Battle of Fort Dearborn[image: External link] and later rebuilt.[25] The Ottawa[image: External link], Ojibwe[image: External link], and Potawatomi tribes had ceded additional land to the United States in the 1816 Treaty of St. Louis[image: External link]. The Potawatomi were forcibly removed from their land after the Treaty of Chicago[image: External link] in 1833.[26][27][28]
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 Founding and 19th century




On August 12, 1833, the Town of Chicago was organized with a population of about 200.[28] Within seven years it grew to more than 4,000 people. On June 15, 1835, the first public land sales began with Edmund Dick Taylor[image: External link] as U.S. Receiver of Public Monies. The City of Chicago was incorporated on Saturday, March 4, 1837 and for several decades was the world's fastest growing city.[29]

As the site of the Chicago Portage[image: External link],[30] the city became an important transportation hub between the eastern and western United States. Chicago's first railway, Galena and Chicago Union Railroad[image: External link], and the Illinois and Michigan Canal[image: External link] opened in 1848. The canal allowed steamboats[image: External link] and sailing ships[image: External link] on the Great Lakes[image: External link] to connect to the Mississippi River[image: External link].[31][32][33][34]

A flourishing economy brought residents from rural communities and immigrants[image: External link] from abroad. Manufacturing and retail and finance sectors became dominant, influencing the American economy.[35] The Chicago Board of Trade[image: External link] (established 1848) listed the first ever standardized 'exchange traded' forward contracts, which were called futures contracts[image: External link].[36]

In the 1850s, Chicago gained national political prominence as the home of Senator Stephen Douglas[image: External link], the champion of the Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] and the "popular sovereignty" approach to the issue of the spread of slavery.[37] These issues also helped propel another Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], to the national stage. Lincoln was nominated in Chicago for US President at the 1860 Republican National Convention[image: External link]. He defeated Douglas in the general election, and this set the stage for the American Civil War[image: External link].

To accommodate rapid population growth[image: External link] and demand for better sanitation, the city improved its infrastructure. In February 1856, Chicago's Common Council approved Chesbrough[image: External link]'s plan to build the United States' first comprehensive sewerage system.[38] The project raised much of central Chicago[image: External link] to a new grade. While elevating Chicago, and at first improving the city's health, the untreated sewage and industrial waste now flowed into the Chicago River[image: External link], then into Lake Michigan[image: External link], polluting the city's primary freshwater source.

The city responded by tunneling two miles (3 km) out into Lake Michigan to newly-built water cribs[image: External link]. In 1900, the problem of sewage contamination was largely resolved when the city completed a major engineering feat. It reversed the flow of the Chicago River so the water flowed away from Lake Michigan rather than into it. This project began with the construction and improvement of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and was completed with the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal[image: External link] that connects to the Illinois River[image: External link], which flows into the Mississippi River[image: External link].[39][40][41]

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] destroyed an area of about 4 miles long and 1 mile wide, a large section of the city at the time.[42][43][44] Much of the city, including railroads and stockyards[image: External link], survived intact,[45] and from the ruins of the previous wooden structures arose more modern constructions of steel and stone. These set a precedent for worldwide construction.[46][47] During its rebuilding period, Chicago constructed the world's first skyscraper[image: External link] in 1885, using steel-skeleton[image: External link] construction.[48][49]

The city grew significantly in size and population by incorporating many neighboring townships between 1851 and 1920, with the largest annexation happening in 1889, with five townships joining the city, including the Hyde Park Township[image: External link], which now comprises most of the South Side of Chicago[image: External link] and the far southeast of Chicago, and the Jefferson Township[image: External link], which now makes up most of Chicago's Northwest Side[image: External link].[50] The desire to join the city was driven by municipal services the city could provide its residents.

Chicago's flourishing economy attracted huge numbers of new immigrants from Europe[image: External link] and migrants from the Eastern United States[image: External link]. Of the total population in 1900, more than 77% were either foreign-born or born in the United States of foreign parentage. Germans[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Swedes[image: External link] and Czechs[image: External link] made up nearly two-thirds of the foreign-born population (by 1900, whites were 98.1% of the city's population).[51][52]

Labor conflicts[image: External link] followed the industrial boom and the rapid expansion of the labor pool, including the Haymarket affair[image: External link] on May 4, 1886. Concern for social problems among Chicago's immigrant poor led Jane Addams[image: External link] and Ellen Gates Starr[image: External link] to found Hull House[image: External link] in 1889.[53] Programs developed there became a model for the new field of social work[image: External link].[54]

During the 1870s and 1880s, Chicago attained national stature as the leader in the movement to improve public health. City, and later state laws, that upgraded standards for the medical profession and fought urban epidemics of cholera[image: External link], smallpox[image: External link], and yellow fever[image: External link] were both passed and enforced. These laws became templates for public health reform in other cities and states.[55]

The city established many large, well-landscaped municipal parks[image: External link], which also included public sanitation facilities. The chief advocate for improving public health in Chicago was Dr. John H. Rauch, M.D.[image: External link]. Rauch established a plan for Chicago's park system in 1866. He created Lincoln Park by closing a cemetery filled with shallow graves, and in 1867, in response to an outbreak of cholera he helped establish a new Chicago Board of Health. Ten years later, he became the secretary and then the president of the first Illinois State Board of Health, which carried out most of its activities in Chicago.[56]

In the 19th century, Chicago became the nation's railroad center, and by 1910 over 20 railroads operated passenger service out of six different downtown terminals.[57][58] In 1883, Chicago's railway managers needed a general time convention, so they developed the standardized system of North American time zones[image: External link].[59] This system for telling time spread throughout the continent.

In 1893, Chicago hosted the World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link] on former marshland at the present location of Jackson Park[image: External link]. The Exposition drew 27.5 million visitors, and is considered the most influential world's fair[image: External link] in history.[60][61] The University of Chicago[image: External link], formerly at another location, moved to the same South Side location in 1892. The term "midway" for a fair or carnival referred originally to the Midway Plaisance[image: External link], a strip of park land that still runs through the University of Chicago campus and connects the Washington[image: External link] and Jackson Parks.[62][63]
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 20th and 21st centuries
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 1900 to 1939




During World War I and the 1920s there was a major expansion in industry. The availability of jobs attracted African-Americans from the Southern United States[image: External link]. Between 1910 and 1930, the African-American population of Chicago increased dramatically, from 44,103 to 233,903.[64] This Great Migration[image: External link] had an immense cultural impact, called the Chicago Black Renaissance[image: External link], part of the New Negro Movement[image: External link], in art, literature, and music.[65] Continuing racial tensions and violence, such as the Chicago Race Riot of 1919[image: External link], also occurred.[66]

The ratification of the 18th amendment to the Constitution in 1919 made the production and sale (including exportation) of alcoholic beverages illegal in the United States. This ushered in the beginning of what is known as the Gangster Era, a time that roughly spans from 1919 until 1933 when Prohibition[image: External link] was repealed. The 1920s saw gangsters[image: External link], including Al Capone[image: External link], Dion O'Banion[image: External link], Bugs Moran[image: External link] and Tony Accardo[image: External link] battle law enforcement and each other on the streets of Chicago during the Prohibition era[image: External link].[67] Chicago was the location of the infamous St. Valentine's Day Massacre[image: External link] in 1929, when Al Capone sent men to gun down members of his rival gang, North Side, led by Bugs Moran.[68]

In 1924, Chicago was the first American city to have a homosexual-rights organization, the Society for Human Rights[image: External link]. This organization produced the first American publication for homosexuals, Friendship and Freedom[image: External link]. Police and political pressure caused the organization to disband.[69]

In 1933, Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak[image: External link] was fatally wounded in Miami, Florida[image: External link] during a failed assassination[image: External link] attempt on President-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]. In 1933 and 1934, the city celebrated its centennial by hosting the Century of Progress[image: External link] International Exposition Worlds Fair[image: External link].[70] The theme of the fair was technological innovation over the century since Chicago's founding.[71]

In March 1937, there was a violent strike by about 3,500 drivers for Checker and Yellow Cab Companies which included rioting that went on for weeks. The cab companies hired strike breakers[image: External link], and the cab drivers union hired "sluggers" who raged through the downtown Chicago area looking for cabs and drivers not participating in the strike.[72]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1940 to 1979




On December 2, 1942, physicist Enrico Fermi[image: External link] conducted the world's first controlled nuclear reaction[image: External link] at the University of Chicago[image: External link] as part of the top-secret Manhattan Project[image: External link]. This led to the creation of the atomic bomb by the United States, which it used in World War II[image: External link] in 1945.[73]

Mayor Richard J. Daley[image: External link], a Democrat[image: External link], was elected in 1955, in the era of machine politics[image: External link].

By the early 1960s, white residents in several neighborhoods left the city for the suburban areas – in many Northern American cities, a process known as white flight[image: External link] – as African Americans continued to move beyond the Black Belt[image: External link]. While home loan discriminatory redlining[image: External link] against blacks continued, the real estate industry practiced what became known as blockbusting[image: External link], completely changing the racial composition of whole neighborhoods.[74] Structural changes in industry, such as globalization and job outsourcing, caused heavy job losses for lower skilled workers. In 1966, Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] and Albert Raby[image: External link] led the Chicago Freedom Movement[image: External link], which culminated in agreements between Mayor Richard J. Daley and the movement leaders.[75]

Two years later, the city hosted the tumultuous 1968 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], which featured physical confrontations both inside and outside the convention hall, with anti-war protesters, journalists and bystanders being beaten by police.[76] Major construction projects, including the Sears Tower (now known as the Willis Tower[image: External link], which in 1974 became the world's tallest building[image: External link]), University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link], McCormick Place[image: External link], and O'Hare International Airport[image: External link], were undertaken during Richard J. Daley's tenure.[77] In 1979, Jane Byrne[image: External link], the city's first female mayor, was elected. She helped reduce crime in the Cabrini-Green[image: External link] housing project and led Chicago's school system out of a financial crisis.[78]
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 1980 to present




In 1983, Harold Washington[image: External link] became the first black mayor of the city of Chicago. Washington's first term in office directed attention to poor and previously neglected minority neighborhoods. He was re‑elected in 1987 but died of a heart attack soon after.[79] Washington was succeeded by 6th ward Alderman[image: External link] Eugene Sawyer[image: External link], who was elected by the Chicago City Council and served until a special election.

Richard M. Daley[image: External link], son of Richard J. Daley, was elected in 1989. His accomplishments included improvements to parks and creating incentives for sustainable development[image: External link], as well as closing Miegs Field in the middle of the night and destroying the runways. After successfully standing for re-election five times, and becoming Chicago's longest serving mayor, Richard M. Daley declined to run for a seventh term.[80][81]

On February 23, 2011, former Illinois Congressman[image: External link] and White House Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel[image: External link], won the mayoral election, after defeating challenges that he was not a Chicago resident and beating five rivals with 55 percent of the vote,[82] and was sworn in as Mayor on May 16, 2011.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Chicago[image: External link]
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Chicago is located in northeastern Illinois on the southwestern shores of Lake Michigan[image: External link]. It is the principal city in the Chicago Metropolitan Area[image: External link], situated in the Midwestern United States[image: External link] and the Great Lakes region[image: External link]. Chicago rests on a continental divide[image: External link] at the site of the Chicago Portage[image: External link], connecting the Mississippi River[image: External link] and the Great Lakes[image: External link] watersheds[image: External link]. The city lies beside huge freshwater Lake Michigan, and two rivers—the Chicago River[image: External link] in downtown and the Calumet River[image: External link] in the industrial far South Side—flow entirely or partially through Chicago.[83][84] Chicago's history and economy are closely tied to its proximity to Lake Michigan. While the Chicago River historically handled much of the region's waterborne cargo, today's huge lake freighters[image: External link] use the city's Lake Calumet Harbor[image: External link] on the South Side. The lake also provides another positive effect, moderating Chicago's climate; making waterfront neighborhoods slightly warmer in winter and cooler in summer.[85]

When Chicago was founded in 1833, most of the early building was around the mouth of the Chicago River, as can be seen on a map of the city's original 58 blocks.[86] The overall grade[image: External link] of the city's central, built-up areas, is relatively consistent with the natural flatness of its overall natural geography, generally exhibiting only slight differentiation otherwise. The average land elevation is 579 ft (176.5 m) above sea level[image: External link]. The lowest points are along the lake shore at 578 ft (176.2 m), while the highest point, at 672 ft (205 m), is the morainal ridge of Blue Island[image: External link] in the city's far south side.[87]

The Chicago Loop[image: External link] is the central business district, but Chicago is also a city of neighborhoods[image: External link]. Lake Shore Drive[image: External link] runs adjacent to a large portion of Chicago's lakefront. Some of the parks along the waterfront include Lincoln Park[image: External link], Grant Park, Burnham Park[image: External link] and Jackson Park[image: External link]. There are twenty-four public beaches[image: External link] across 26 miles (42 km) of the waterfront.[88] Landfill extends into portions of the lake providing space for Navy Pier[image: External link], Northerly Island[image: External link], the Museum Campus[image: External link], and large portions of the McCormick Place[image: External link] Convention Center. Most of the city's high-rise commercial and residential buildings are close to the waterfront.

An informal name for the entire Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link] is "Chicagoland". There is no precise definition for the term "Chicagoland", but it generally means the entire conurbation. The Chicago Tribune, which coined the term, includes the city of Chicago, the rest of Cook County[image: External link], eight nearby Illinois counties: Lake[image: External link], McHenry[image: External link], DuPage[image: External link], Kane[image: External link], Kendall[image: External link], Grundy[image: External link], Will[image: External link] and Kankakee[image: External link], and three counties in Indiana[image: External link]: Lake[image: External link], Porter[image: External link] and LaPorte[image: External link].[89] The Illinois Department of Tourism defines Chicagoland as Cook County without the city of Chicago, and only Lake, DuPage, Kane and Will counties.[90] The Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] defines it as all of Cook and DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will counties.[91]
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See also: Community areas in Chicago[image: External link] and Neighborhoods in Chicago[image: External link]


Major sections of the city include the central business district, called The Loop[image: External link], and the North, the South[image: External link], and West Sides[image: External link].[92] The three sides of the city are represented on the Flag of Chicago[image: External link] by three horizontal white stripes.[93] The North Side is the most densely populated residential section of the city, and many high-rises are located on this side of the city along the lakefront.[94] The South Side is the largest section of the city, encompassing roughly 60% of the city's land area. The South Side contains the University of Chicago[image: External link] and most of the facilities of the Port of Chicago[image: External link].[95]

In the late 1920s, sociologists at the University of Chicago subdivided the city into 77 distinct community areas[image: External link], which can further be subdivided into over 200 informally defined neighborhoods[image: External link].[96][97]
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Main article: Roads and expressways in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago's streets were laid out in a street grid[image: External link] that grew from the city's original townsite plat, which was bounded by Lake Michigan on the east, North Avenue on the north, Wood Street on the west, and 22nd Street on the south.[98] Streets following the Public Land Survey System[image: External link] section lines later became arterial streets in outlying sections. As new additions to the city were platted, city ordinance required them to be laid out with eight streets to the mile in one direction and sixteen in the other direction (about one street per 201 meters by two in the other direction). The grid's regularity provided an efficient means of developing new real estate property. A scattering of diagonal streets, many of them originally Native American trails, also cross the city (Elston, Milwaukee, Ogden, Lincoln, etc.). Many additional diagonal streets were recommended in the Plan of Chicago[image: External link], but only the extension of Ogden Avenue[image: External link] was ever constructed.[99]

In 2016, Chicago was ranked the sixth-most walkable large city in the United States.[100] Many of the city's residential streets have a wide patch of grass and/or trees between the street and the sidewalk itself. This helps to keep pedestrians on the sidewalk further away from the street traffic. Chicago's Western Avenue[image: External link] is the longest continuous urban street in the world.[101] Other famous streets include Michigan Avenue[image: External link], State Street[image: External link], Clark Street[image: External link], and Belmont Avenue[image: External link]. The City Beautiful movement[image: External link] inspired Chicago's boulevards and parkways.
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Further information: Architecture of Chicago[image: External link], List of tallest buildings in Chicago[image: External link], and List of Chicago Landmarks[image: External link]


The destruction caused by the Great Chicago Fire led to the largest building boom in the history of the nation. In 1885, the first steel-framed high-rise building[image: External link], the Home Insurance Building[image: External link], rose in the city as Chicago ushered in the skyscraper era[image: External link],[49] which would then be followed by many other cities around the world.[102] Today, Chicago's skyline is among the world's tallest and most dense.[103]

Some of the United States' tallest towers are located in Chicago; Willis Tower[image: External link] (formerly Sears Tower) is the second tallest building in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] after One World Trade Center[image: External link], and Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link] is the third tallest in the country.[104] The Loop's historic buildings include the Chicago Board of Trade Building[image: External link], the Fine Arts Building[image: External link], 35 East Wacker[image: External link], and the Chicago Building[image: External link], 860-880 Lake Shore Drive Apartments[image: External link] by Mies van der Rohe[image: External link]. Many other architects have left their impression on the Chicago skyline such as Daniel Burnham, Louis Sullivan, Charles B. Atwood, John Root, and Helmut Jahn.[105][106]

The Merchandise Mart[image: External link], once first on the list of largest buildings in the world[image: External link], currently listed as 44th-largest (as of September 9, 2013), had its own zip code[image: External link] until 2008, and stands near the junction of the North and South branches of the Chicago River.[107] Presently, the four tallest buildings in the city are Willis Tower[image: External link] (formerly the Sears Tower, also a building with its own zip code), Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link], the Aon Center[image: External link] (previously the Standard Oil Building), and the John Hancock Center[image: External link]. Industrial districts[image: External link], such as some areas on the South Side[image: External link], the areas along the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal[image: External link], and the Northwest Indiana[image: External link] area are clustered.[108]

Chicago gave its name to the Chicago School[image: External link] and was home to the Prairie School[image: External link], two movements in architecture.[109] Multiple kinds and scales of houses, townhouses, condominiums, and apartment buildings can be found throughout Chicago. Large swaths of the city's residential areas away from the lake are characterized by brick bungalows[image: External link] built from the early 20th century through the end of World War II. Chicago is also a prominent center of the Polish Cathedral style[image: External link] of church architecture[image: External link]. The Chicago suburb of Oak Park[image: External link] was home to famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], who had designed The Robie House[image: External link] located near the University of Chicago[image: External link].[110][111]
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Chicago is famous for its outdoor public art[image: External link] with donors establishing funding for such art as far back as Benjamin Ferguson's[image: External link] 1905 trust.[112] A number of Chicago's public art works are by modern figurative artists. Among these are Chagall's Four Seasons[image: External link]; the Chicago Picasso[image: External link]; Miro's Chicago[image: External link]; Calder's[image: External link] Flamingo[image: External link]; Oldenburg's[image: External link] Batcolumn[image: External link]; Moore's[image: External link] Large Interior Form, 1953-54[image: External link], Man Enters the Cosmos[image: External link] and Nuclear Energy[image: External link]; Dubuffet's[image: External link] Monument with Standing Beast[image: External link], Abakanowicz's[image: External link] Agora[image: External link]; and, Anish Kapoor[image: External link]'s Cloud Gate[image: External link] which has become an icon of the city. Some events which shaped the city's history have also been memorialized by art works, including the Great Northern Migration[image: External link] ( Saar[image: External link]) and the centennial of statehood for Illinois[image: External link]. Finally, two fountains near the Loop also function as monumental works of art: Plensa's[image: External link] Crown Fountain[image: External link] as well as Burnham[image: External link] and Bennett's Buckingham Fountain.

More representational and portrait statuary includes a number of works by Lorado Taft[image: External link] (Fountain of Time[image: External link], The Crusader[image: External link], Eternal Silence[image: External link], and the Heald Square Monument[image: External link] completed by Crunelle[image: External link]), French's[image: External link] Statue of the Republic[image: External link], Edward Kemys's Lions[image: External link], Saint-Gaudens's[image: External link] Abraham Lincoln: The Man[image: External link] (a.k.a. Standing Lincoln) and Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State[image: External link] (a.k.a. Seated Lincoln), Brioschi's Christopher Columbus[image: External link], Meštrović's[image: External link] The Bowman and The Spearman[image: External link], Dallin's[image: External link] Signal of Peace[image: External link], Fairbanks's[image: External link] The Chicago Lincoln[image: External link], Boyle's[image: External link] The Alarm[image: External link], Polasek's[image: External link] memorial[image: External link] to Masaryk[image: External link], memorials along Solidarity Promenade to Kościuszko[image: External link], Havliček[image: External link] and Copernicus[image: External link] by Chodzinski[image: External link], Strachovský, and Thorvaldsen[image: External link], a memorial to General Logan[image: External link] by Saint-Gaudens[image: External link], and Kearney's[image: External link] Moose (W-02-03)[image: External link]. A number of statues also honor recent local heroes such as Michael Jordan[image: External link] (by Amrany[image: External link] and Rotblatt-Amrany[image: External link]), Stan Mikita[image: External link], and Bobby Hull[image: External link] outside of the United Center[image: External link]; Harry Caray[image: External link] (by Amrany[image: External link] and Cella) outside Wrigley field[image: External link], Jack Brickhouse[image: External link] (by McKenna[image: External link]) next to the WGN[image: External link] studios, and Irv Kupcinet[image: External link] at the Wabash Avenue Bridge[image: External link].[113]

There are preliminary plans to erect a 1:1‑scale replica of Wacław Szymanowski[image: External link]'s Art Nouveau[image: External link] statue of Frédéric Chopin[image: External link] found in Warsaw[image: External link]'s Royal Baths[image: External link] along Chicago's lakefront in addition to a different sculpture commemorating the artist in Chopin Park[image: External link] for the 200th anniversary of Frédéric Chopin[image: External link]'s birth.[114]
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Main article: Climate of Chicago[image: External link]


The city lies within the humid continental climate[image: External link] zone ( Köppen[image: External link]: Dfa), and experiences four distinct seasons. Summers[image: External link] are warm to hot and often humid, with a July daily average of 75.8 °F (24.3 °C). In a normal summer, temperatures can exceed 90 °F (32 °C) as many as 21 days. Winters[image: External link] are cold and snowy with few sunny days, and the normal January high is just below freezing. Spring[image: External link] and autumn[image: External link] are mild seasons with low humidity. Dewpoint[image: External link] temperatures in the summer range from 55.7 °F (13.2 °C) in June to 61.7 °F (16.5 °C) in July.[115] The city is part of the USDA[image: External link] Plant Hardiness zone[image: External link] 6a, transitioning to 5b in the suburbs.[116]

According to the National Weather Service[image: External link], Chicago's highest official temperature reading of 105 °F (41 °C) was recorded on July 24, 1934,[117] although Midway Airport[image: External link] reached 109 °F (43 °C) one day prior and recorded a heat index[image: External link] of 125 °F (52 °C) during the 1995 heatwave[image: External link].[118] The lowest official temperature of −27 °F (−33 °C) was recorded on January 20, 1985[image: External link], at O'Hare Airport.[115][118] The city can experience extreme winter cold waves[image: External link] and summer heat waves[image: External link] that may last for several consecutive days. Thunderstorms[image: External link] are common during the spring and summer months which may sometimes produce hail, high winds, and tornadoes[image: External link].[119] Like other major cities, Chicago also experiences urban heat island[image: External link], making the city and its suburbs milder than surrounding rural areas, especially at night and in winter. Also, the proximity to Lake Michigan[image: External link] keeps lakefront Chicago cooler in early summer and milder in winter than areas to the west.[120]






	Climate data for Chicago (Midway Airport), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1928–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	67

(19)
	75

(24)
	86

(30)
	92

(33)
	102

(39)
	107

(42)
	109

(43)
	102

(39)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	81

(27)
	72

(22)
	109

(43)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	52.3

(11.3)
	57.2

(14)
	73.0

(22.8)
	82.2

(27.9)
	88.2

(31.2)
	94.1

(34.5)
	96.5

(35.8)
	94.1

(34.5)
	90.5

(32.5)
	82.2

(27.9)
	68.7

(20.4)
	55.7

(13.2)
	97.7

(36.5)



	Average high °F (°C)
	31.5

(−0.3)
	35.8

(2.1)
	46.8

(8.2)
	59.2

(15.1)
	70.2

(21.2)
	79.9

(26.6)
	84.2

(29)
	82.1

(27.8)
	75.3

(24.1)
	62.8

(17.1)
	48.6

(9.2)
	35.3

(1.8)
	59.4

(15.2)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	24.8

(−4)
	28.7

(−1.8)
	38.8

(3.8)
	50.4

(10.2)
	60.9

(16.1)
	71.0

(21.7)
	75.9

(24.4)
	74.1

(23.4)
	66.4

(19.1)
	54.2

(12.3)
	41.5

(5.3)
	29.0

(−1.7)
	51.4

(10.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	18.2

(−7.7)
	21.7

(−5.7)
	30.9

(−0.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	51.6

(10.9)
	62.1

(16.7)
	67.5

(19.7)
	66.2

(19)
	57.5

(14.2)
	45.7

(7.6)
	34.5

(1.4)
	22.7

(−5.2)
	43.5

(6.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	−3.3

(−19.6)
	2.4

(−16.4)
	14.3

(−9.8)
	27.0

(−2.8)
	38.4

(3.6)
	48.6

(9.2)
	56.8

(13.8)
	56.1

(13.4)
	43.1

(6.2)
	31.1

(−0.5)
	19.9

(−6.7)
	2.2

(−16.6)
	−8.7

(−22.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−25

(−32)
	−20

(−29)
	−7

(−22)
	10

(−12)
	28

(−2)
	35

(2)
	46

(8)
	43

(6)
	34

(1)
	20

(−7)
	−3

(−19)
	−20

(−29)
	−25

(−32)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	2.06

(52.3)
	1.94

(49.3)
	2.72

(69.1)
	3.64

(92.5)
	4.13

(104.9)
	4.06

(103.1)
	4.01

(101.9)
	3.99

(101.3)
	3.31

(84.1)
	3.24

(82.3)
	3.42

(86.9)
	2.57

(65.3)
	39.09

(992.9)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	11.5

(29.2)
	9.1

(23.1)
	5.4

(13.7)
	1.0

(2.5)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.1

(0.3)
	1.3

(3.3)
	8.7

(22.1)
	37.1

(94.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.7
	8.8
	11.2
	11.1
	11.4
	10.3
	9.9
	9.0
	8.2
	10.2
	11.2
	11.1
	123.1



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	8.1
	5.5
	3.8
	0.7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.1
	1.8
	6.7
	26.7



	Source: NOAA,[121][115][118] WRCC[122]






	Climate data for Chicago (O'Hare Int'l Airport), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1871–present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	67

(19)
	75

(24)
	88

(31)
	91

(33)
	98

(37)
	104

(40)
	105

(41)
	102

(39)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	81

(27)
	71

(22)
	105

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	51.4

(10.8)
	56.5

(13.6)
	72.4

(22.4)
	81.7

(27.6)
	87.2

(30.7)
	93.6

(34.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	93.4

(34.1)
	89.7

(32.1)
	81.1

(27.3)
	67.6

(19.8)
	55.0

(12.8)
	96.8

(36)



	Average high °F (°C)
	31.0

(−0.6)
	35.3

(1.8)
	46.6

(8.1)
	59.0

(15)
	70.0

(21.1)
	79.7

(26.5)
	84.1

(28.9)
	81.9

(27.7)
	74.8

(23.8)
	62.3

(16.8)
	48.2

(9)
	34.8

(1.6)
	59.1

(15.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	23.8

(−4.6)
	27.7

(−2.4)
	37.9

(3.3)
	48.9

(9.4)
	59.1

(15.1)
	68.9

(20.5)
	74.0

(23.3)
	72.4

(22.4)
	64.6

(18.1)
	52.5

(11.4)
	40.3

(4.6)
	27.7

(−2.4)
	49.9

(9.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	16.5

(−8.6)
	20.1

(−6.6)
	29.2

(−1.6)
	38.8

(3.8)
	48.3

(9.1)
	58.1

(14.5)
	63.9

(17.7)
	62.9

(17.2)
	54.3

(12.4)
	42.8

(6)
	32.4

(0.2)
	20.7

(−6.3)
	40.8

(4.9)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	−5.6

(−20.9)
	−0.3

(−17.9)
	11.9

(−11.2)
	23.5

(−4.7)
	35.6

(2)
	44.3

(6.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	52.6

(11.4)
	39.2

(4)
	28.4

(−2)
	16.9

(−8.4)
	−0.1

(−17.8)
	−10.9

(−23.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−27

(−33)
	−21

(−29)
	−12

(−24)
	7

(−14)
	27

(−3)
	35

(2)
	45

(7)
	42

(6)
	29

(−2)
	14

(−10)
	−2

(−19)
	−25

(−32)
	−27

(−33)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	1.73

(43.9)
	1.79

(45.5)
	2.50

(63.5)
	3.38

(85.9)
	3.68

(93.5)
	3.45

(87.6)
	3.70

(94)
	4.90

(124.5)
	3.21

(81.5)
	3.15

(80)
	3.15

(80)
	2.25

(57.2)
	36.89

(937)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	10.8

(27.4)
	9.1

(23.1)
	5.6

(14.2)
	1.2

(3)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.2

(0.5)
	1.2

(3)
	8.2

(20.8)
	36.3

(92.2)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.5
	8.8
	11.1
	12.0
	11.6
	10.2
	9.8
	9.8
	8.3
	10.2
	10.8
	11.0
	124.1



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	8.2
	5.9
	4.2
	0.9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.2
	1.7
	6.9
	28.0



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	72.2
	71.6
	69.7
	64.9
	64.1
	65.6
	68.5
	70.7
	71.1
	68.6
	72.5
	75.5
	69.6



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	135.8
	136.2
	187.0
	215.3
	281.9
	311.4
	318.4
	283.0
	226.6
	193.2
	113.3
	106.3
	2,508.4



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	46
	46
	51
	54
	62
	68
	69
	66
	60
	56
	38
	37
	56



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[115][125][126]
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1840[image: External link]
	4,470
	
	—



	1850[image: External link]
	29,963
	
	570.3%



	1860[image: External link]
	112,172
	
	274.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	298,977
	
	166.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	503,185
	
	68.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,099,850
	
	118.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,698,575
	
	54.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,185,283
	
	28.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	2,701,705
	
	23.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	3,376,438
	
	25.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	3,396,808
	
	0.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	3,620,962
	
	6.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	3,550,404
	
	−1.9%



	1970[image: External link]
	3,366,957
	
	−5.2%



	1980[image: External link]
	3,005,072
	
	−10.7%



	1990[image: External link]
	2,783,726
	
	−7.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	2,896,016
	
	4.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	2,695,598
	
	−6.9%



	Est. 2016
	2,704,958
	[127]
	0.3%



	U.S. Decennial Census[image: External link]

[128]




Main article: Demographics of Chicago[image: External link]


During its first hundred years, Chicago was one of the fastest-growing cities in the world. When founded in 1833, fewer than 200 people had settled on what was then the American frontier. By the time of its first census, seven years later, the population had reached over 4,000. In the forty years from 1850 to 1890, the city's population grew from slightly under 30,000 to over 1 million. At the end of the 19th century, Chicago was the fifth-largest city in the world,[129] and the largest of the cities that did not exist at the dawn of the century. Within sixty years of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871[image: External link], the population went from about 300,000 to over 3 million,[130] and reached its highest ever recorded population of 3.6 million for the 1950 census.

From the last two decades of the 19th century, Chicago was the destination of waves of immigrants from Ireland[image: External link], Southern, Central and Eastern Europe, including Italians[image: External link], Jews[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Lithuanians[image: External link], Albanians[image: External link], Serbs[image: External link] and Czechs[image: External link].[131] To these ethnic groups, the basis of the city's industrial working class[image: External link], were added an additional influx of African-Americans[image: External link] from the American South[image: External link] — with Chicago's black population doubling between 1910 and 1920 and doubling again between 1920 and 1930.[131]

In the 1920s and 1930s, the great majority of African Americans moving to Chicago were clustered in a so‑called "Black Belt[image: External link]" on the city's South Side.[131] By 1930, two-thirds of Chicago's African-American population lived in sections of the city which were 90% black in racial composition.[131] Chicago's South Side emerged as America's second-largest urban black concentration, following New York's Harlem[image: External link].[131]

Chicago's population declined sharply in the latter half of the 20th century, from over 3.6 million in 1950 down to under 2.7 million by 2010. In 1984, it was overtaken by Los Angeles[image: External link] as America's second largest city.[132]

Since 2010, Chicago's population has rebounded adding nearly 25,000 people in the most recent 2015 population estimates.[133]



	Racial composition
	2010[134]
	1990[135]
	1970[135]
	1940[135]



	White[image: External link]
	45.0%
	45.4%
	65.6%
	91.7%



	 —Non-Hispanic
	31.7%
	37.9%
	59.0%[136]
	91.2%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	32.9%
	39.1%
	32.7%
	8.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	28.9%
	19.6%
	7.4%[136]
	0.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5.5%
	3.7%
	0.9%
	0.1%




As of the 2010 census[image: External link],[137] there were 2,695,598 people with 1,045,560 households living in Chicago. More than half the population of the state of Illinois lives in the Chicago metropolitan area. Chicago is one of the United States' most densely populated major cities, and the largest city in the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link]. The racial composition of the city was:


	45.0% White[image: External link] (31.7% non-Hispanic whites[image: External link]);

	32.9% Black or African American[image: External link];

	28.9% Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link];

	13.4% from some other race;

	5.5% Asian[image: External link] (1.6% Chinese, 1.1% Indian, 1.1% Filipino, 0.4% Korean, 0.3% Pakistani, 0.3% Vietnamese, 0.2% Japanese, 0.1% Thai);

	2.7% from two or more races[image: External link];

	0.5% American Indian[image: External link].



Chicago has a Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] population of 28.9%. (Its members may belong to any race; 21.4% Mexican, 3.8% Puerto Rican, 0.7% Guatemalan, 0.6% Ecuadorian, 0.3% Cuban, 0.3% Colombian, 0.2% Honduran, 0.2% Salvadoran, 0.2% Peruvian)[138]

The city's previous largest ethnic group, non-Hispanic white, declined from 59% in 1970 to 31.7% in 2010.[135]

Chicago has the third-largest LGBT[image: External link] population in the United States. In 2015, roughly 4% of the population identified as LGBT.[139][140] Since the 2013 legalization of same-sex marriage in Illinois[image: External link], over 10,000 same-sex couples have wed in Cook County[image: External link], a majority in Chicago.[141][142]

According to the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey[image: External link] data estimates for 2008–2012, the median income for a household in the city was $47,408, and the median income for a family was $54,188. Male full-time workers had a median income of $47,074 versus $42,063 for females. About 18.3% of families and 22.1% of the population lived below the poverty line.[143]

According to the 2008–2012 American Community Survey, the ancestral groups having 10,000 or more persons in Chicago were:[144]



	Irish: (137,799)

	Polish: (134,032)

	German: (120,328)

	Italian: (77,967)

	American: (37,118)

	English: (36,145)

	African American: (32,727)

	Russian: (19,771)

	Arab: (17,598)

	European: (15,753)

	Swedish: (15,151)

	Greek: (15,129)

	French (except Basque): (11,410)

	Ukrainian: (11,104)

	West Indian (except Hispanic groups): (10,349)

	Assyrian: (7,121)





Persons identifying themselves as "Other groups" were classified at 1.72 million, and unclassified or not reported were approximately 153,000.[144]
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 Religion




71% of Chicagoans identify as Christians, 7% identity with other faiths, and 22% have no religious affiliation.[145][146] Chicago also has many Jews[image: External link], Muslims[image: External link], Buddhists[image: External link], Hindus[image: External link], and others. Chicago is the headquarters of several religious denominations, including the Evangelical Covenant Church[image: External link] and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America[image: External link]. It is the seat of several diocese[image: External link]. The Fourth Presbyterian Church[image: External link] is one of the largest Presbyterian[image: External link] congregations in the United States based on memberships.[147]

The first two Parliament of the World's Religions[image: External link] in 1893 and 1993 were held in Chicago.[148] Many international religious leaders have visited Chicago, including Mother Teresa[image: External link], the Dalai Lama[image: External link],[149] and Pope John Paul II[image: External link] in 1979.[150]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Chicago[image: External link]


See also: List of companies in the Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link]


Chicago has the third-largest gross metropolitan product[image: External link] in the United States—about $630.3 billion according to 2014–2016 estimates.[12] The city has also been rated as having the most balanced economy in the United States, due to its high level of diversification.[151] In 2007, Chicago was named the fourth-most important business center in the world in the MasterCard Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index.[152] Additionally, the Chicago metropolitan area recorded the greatest number of new or expanded corporate facilities in the United States for calendar year 2014.[153] The Chicago metropolitan area has the third-largest science and engineering work force of any metropolitan area in the nation.[154] In 2009 Chicago placed 9th on the UBS[image: External link] list of the world's richest cities.[155] Chicago was the base of commercial operations for industrialists John Crerar[image: External link], John Whitfield Bunn[image: External link], Richard Teller Crane[image: External link], Marshall Field[image: External link], John Farwell[image: External link], Julius Rosenwald[image: External link] and many other commercial visionaries who laid the foundation for Midwestern and global industry.

Chicago is a major world financial center, with the second-largest central business district[image: External link] in the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]][156] The city is the headquarters of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago[image: External link] (the Seventh District of the Federal Reserve). The city has major financial and futures exchanges[image: External link], including the Chicago Stock Exchange[image: External link], the Chicago Board Options Exchange[image: External link] (CBOE), and the Chicago Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] (the "Merc"), which is owned, along with the Chicago Board of Trade[image: External link] (CBOT) by Chicago's CME Group[image: External link]. The CME Group, in addition, owns the New York Mercantile Exchange[image: External link] (NYMEX), the Commodities Exchange Inc. (COMEX) and the Dow Jones Indexes[image: External link].[157] Perhaps due to the influence of the Chicago school of economics[image: External link], the city also has markets trading unusual contracts such as emissions[image: External link] (on the Chicago Climate Exchange[image: External link]) and equity style indices[image: External link] (on the U.S. Futures Exchange[image: External link]). Chase[image: External link] Bank has its commercial and retail banking headquarters in Chicago's Chase Tower[image: External link].[158]

The city and its surrounding metropolitan area contain the third-largest labor pool in the United States with about 4.48 million workers, as of 2014.[159] In addition, the state of Illinois is home to 66 Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies, including those in Chicago.[160] The city of Chicago also hosts 12 Fortune Global 500 companies and 17 Financial Times 500 companies. The city claims one Dow 30[image: External link] company: aerospace[image: External link] giant Boeing[image: External link], which moved its headquarters from Seattle[image: External link] to the Chicago Loop[image: External link] in 2001.[161][162] Two more Dow 30 companies, Kraft Foods[image: External link] and McDonald's[image: External link] are in the Chicago suburbs, as are Sears Holdings Corporation[image: External link] and the technology spin-offs of Motorola[image: External link]. The headquarters of United Continental Holdings[image: External link], are in the United Building[image: External link] and its operations center and its United Airlines[image: External link] subsidiary are in the Willis Tower[image: External link] in Chicago. In June 2016, McDonald's[image: External link] confirmed plans to move its global headquarters to Chicago's West Loop neighborhood by early 2018.[163] Caterpillar Inc.[image: External link], of Peoria[image: External link], will move its global headquarters, with about 300 executives and staff and support personnel, to an undetermined location in Chicago or the surrounding cities; the move will begin at some point in 2017 and conclude by the end of 2018.[164]

Manufacturing, printing, publishing and food processing also play major roles in the city's economy. Several medical products and services companies are headquartered in the Chicago area, including Baxter International[image: External link], Boeing[image: External link], Abbott Laboratories[image: External link], and the Healthcare division of General Electric[image: External link]. In addition to Boeing, which located its headquarters in Chicago in 2001, and United Airlines in 2011, GE Transportation moved its offices to the city in 2013 and GE Healthcare moved its HQ to the city in 2016, as did ThyssenKrupp[image: External link] North America, and agriculture giant Archer Daniels Midland[image: External link].[9] Moreover, the construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which helped move goods from the Great Lakes[image: External link] south on the Mississippi River[image: External link], and of the railroads in the 19th century made the city a major transportation center in the United States. In the 1840s, Chicago became a major grain[image: External link] port, and in the 1850s and 1860s Chicago's pork and beef industry expanded. As the major meat companies grew in Chicago many, such as Armour and Company[image: External link], created global enterprises. Though the meatpacking industry currently plays a lesser role in the city's economy, Chicago continues to be a major transportation and distribution center. Lured by a combination of large business customers, federal research dollars, and a large hiring pool fed by the area's universities, Chicago is also the site of a growing number of web startup companies[image: External link] like CareerBuilder[image: External link], Orbitz[image: External link], 37signals[image: External link], Groupon[image: External link], Feedburner[image: External link], and NowSecure[image: External link].[165]

Chicago has been a hub of the Retail[image: External link] sector since its early development, with Montgomery Ward[image: External link], Sears[image: External link], and Marshall Field's[image: External link]. Today the Chicago metropolitan area is the headquarters of several retailers, including Walgreens[image: External link], Sears[image: External link], Ace Hardware[image: External link], Claire's[image: External link], ULTA Beauty[image: External link] and Crate & Barrel[image: External link].

Late in the 19th century, Chicago was part of the bicycle craze, with the Western Wheel Company, which introduced stamping[image: External link] to the production process and significantly reduced costs,[166] while early in the 20th century, the city was part of the automobile revolution, hosting the Brass Era car[image: External link] builder Bugmobile, which was founded there in 1907.[167] Chicago was also the site of the Schwinn Bicycle Company[image: External link].

Chicago is a major world convention destination. The city's main convention center is McCormick Place[image: External link]. With its four interconnected buildings, it is the largest convention center in the nation and third-largest in the world.[168] Chicago also ranks third in the U.S. (behind Las Vegas[image: External link] and Orlando[image: External link]) in number of conventions hosted annually.[169]

Chicago's minimum wage for non-tipped employees is one of the highest in the nation and will incrementally reach $13 per hour by 2019.[170]
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 Culture and contemporary life




Further information: Culture of Chicago[image: External link], List of people from Chicago[image: External link], and List of museums and cultural institutions in Chicago[image: External link]


The city's waterfront location and nightlife has attracted residents and tourists alike. Over a third of the city population is concentrated in the lakefront neighborhoods from Rogers Park[image: External link] in the north to South Shore[image: External link] in the south.[171] The city has many upscale dining establishments as well as many ethnic restaurant districts. These districts include the Mexican American[image: External link] neighborhoods, such as Pilsen[image: External link] along 18th street, and La Villita along 26th Street; the Puerto Rican[image: External link] enclave of Paseo Boricua[image: External link] in the Humboldt Park[image: External link] neighborhood; Greektown[image: External link], along South Halsted Street[image: External link], immediately west of downtown;[172] Little Italy[image: External link], along Taylor Street; Chinatown[image: External link] in Armour Square[image: External link]; Polish Patches[image: External link] in West Town[image: External link]; Little Seoul[image: External link] in Albany Park[image: External link] around Lawrence Avenue; Little Vietnam[image: External link] near Broadway[image: External link] in Uptown; and the Desi[image: External link] area, along Devon Avenue[image: External link] in West Ridge[image: External link].[173]

Downtown is the center of Chicago's financial, cultural, governmental and commercial institutions and the site of Grant Park and many of the city's skyscrapers. Many of the city's financial institutions, such as the CBOT[image: External link] and the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago[image: External link], are located within a section of downtown called "The Loop[image: External link]", which is an eight-block by five-block area of city streets that is encircled by elevated rail tracks. The term "The Loop" is largely used by locals to refer to the entire downtown area as well. The central area includes the Near North Side[image: External link], the Near South Side[image: External link], and the Near West Side[image: External link], as well as the Loop. These areas contribute famous skyscrapers[image: External link], abundant restaurants, shopping[image: External link], museums[image: External link], a stadium[image: External link] for the Chicago Bears[image: External link], convention facilities[image: External link], parkland[image: External link], and beaches[image: External link].

Lincoln Park[image: External link] contains the Lincoln Park Zoo[image: External link] and the Lincoln Park Conservatory[image: External link]. The River North Gallery District[image: External link] features the nation's largest concentration of contemporary art galleries outside of New York City.

Lakeview[image: External link] is home to Boystown[image: External link] (pronounced boys town), which, along with Andersonville[image: External link], are some of the best-known LGBT[image: External link] neighborhoods in the nation. Each year in June, Boystown hosts the Chicago Pride Parade[image: External link], one of the world's largest with over 1,000,000 people in attendance.

The South Side neighborhood of Hyde Park[image: External link] is the home of former US President Barack Obama[image: External link]. It also contains the University of Chicago[image: External link] (U of C), ranked one of the world's top ten universities;[174] and the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link]. The 6-mile (9.7 km) long Burnham Park[image: External link] stretches along the waterfront of the South Side. Two of the city's largest parks are also located on this side of the city: Jackson Park[image: External link], bordering the waterfront, hosted the World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link] in 1893, and is the site of the aforementioned museum; and slightly west sits Washington Park[image: External link]. The two parks themselves are connected by a wide strip of parkland called the Midway Plaisance[image: External link], running adjacent to the University of Chicago. The South Side hosts one of the city's largest parades, the annual African American Bud Billiken Parade and Picnic[image: External link], which travels through Bronzeville[image: External link] to Washington Park. Ford Motor Company[image: External link] has an automobile assembly plant[image: External link] on the South Side in Hegewisch[image: External link], and most of the facilities of the Port of Chicago[image: External link] are also on the South Side.

The West Side holds the Garfield Park Conservatory[image: External link], one of the largest collections of tropical plants in any U.S. city. Prominent Latino cultural attractions found here include Humboldt Park[image: External link]'s Institute of Puerto Rican Arts and Culture[image: External link] and the annual Puerto Rican People's Parade, as well as the National Museum of Mexican Art[image: External link] and St. Adalbert's Church[image: External link] in Pilsen[image: External link]. The Near West Side holds the University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link] and was once home to Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]'s Harpo Studios[image: External link].

The city's distinctive accent, made famous by its use in classic films like The Blues Brothers[image: External link] and television programs like the Saturday Night Live[image: External link] skit "Bill Swerski's Superfans[image: External link]", is an advanced form of Inland Northern American English[image: External link]. This dialect can also be found in other cities bordering the Great Lakes such as Cleveland[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link], Detroit[image: External link], and Rochester, New York[image: External link], and most prominently features a rearrangement of certain vowel sounds, such as the short 'a'[image: External link] sound as in "cat", which can sound more like "kyet" to outsiders. The accent remains well associated with the city.[175]
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 Entertainment and the arts




See also: Theater in Chicago[image: External link], Visual arts of Chicago[image: External link], and Music of Chicago[image: External link]


Renowned Chicago theater companies include the Goodman Theatre[image: External link] in the Loop; the Steppenwolf Theatre Company[image: External link] and Victory Gardens Theater[image: External link] in Lincoln Park; and the Chicago Shakespeare Theater[image: External link] at Navy Pier. Broadway In Chicago[image: External link] offers Broadway-style entertainment at five theaters: the Ford Center for the Performing Arts Oriental Theatre[image: External link], Bank of America Theatre[image: External link], Cadillac Palace Theatre[image: External link], Auditorium Building[image: External link] of Roosevelt University, and Broadway Playhouse at Water Tower Place[image: External link]. Polish language[image: External link] productions for Chicago's large Polish speaking population[image: External link] can be seen at the historic Gateway Theatre[image: External link] in Jefferson Park[image: External link]. Since 1968, the Joseph Jefferson Awards[image: External link] are given annually to acknowledge excellence in theater in the Chicago area. Chicago's theater community spawned modern improvisational theater[image: External link], and includes the prominent groups The Second City[image: External link] and I.O.[image: External link] (formerly ImprovOlympic).

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] (CSO) performs at Symphony Center[image: External link], and is recognized as one of the best orchestras in the world.[176] Also performing regularly at Symphony Center[image: External link] is the Chicago Sinfonietta[image: External link], a more diverse and multicultural counterpart to the CSO. In the summer, many outdoor concerts are given in Grant Park and Millennium Park[image: External link]. Ravinia Festival[image: External link], located 25 miles (40 km) north of Chicago, is the summer home of the CSO, and is a favorite destination for many Chicagoans. The Civic Opera House[image: External link] is home to the Lyric Opera of Chicago[image: External link]. The Lithuanian Opera Company of Chicago[image: External link] was founded by Lithuanian Chicagoans[image: External link] in 1956,[177] and presents operas in Lithuanian[image: External link].

The Joffrey Ballet[image: External link] and Chicago Festival Ballet[image: External link] perform in various venues, including the Harris Theater[image: External link] in Millennium Park[image: External link]. Chicago has several other contemporary and jazz dance troupes, such as the Hubbard Street Dance Chicago[image: External link] and Chicago Dance Crash[image: External link].

Other live-music genre which are part of the city's cultural heritage include Chicago blues[image: External link], Chicago soul[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], and gospel[image: External link]. The city is the birthplace of house music[image: External link], a very popular form of Electronic Dance Music, and industrial music[image: External link] and is the site of an influential hip-hop scene[image: External link]. In the 1980s and 90s, the city was the global center for house and industrial music, two forms of music created in Chicago, as well as being popular for alternative rock[image: External link], punk[image: External link], and new wave[image: External link]. The city has been an epicenter for rave[image: External link] culture, since the 1980s. A flourishing independent rock music culture brought forth Chicago indie[image: External link]. Annual festivals[image: External link] feature various acts, such as Lollapalooza[image: External link] and the Pitchfork Music Festival[image: External link]. A 2007 report on the Chicago music industry by the University of Chicago Cultural Policy Center[image: External link] ranked Chicago third among metropolitan U.S. areas in "size of music industry" and fourth among all U.S. cities in "number of concerts and performances".[178]

Chicago has a distinctive fine art tradition. For much of the twentieth century, it nurtured a strong style of figurative surrealism[image: External link], as in the works of Ivan Albright[image: External link] and Ed Paschke[image: External link]. In 1968 and 1969, members of the Chicago Imagists[image: External link], such as Roger Brown[image: External link], Leon Golub[image: External link], Robert Lostutter[image: External link], Jim Nutt[image: External link], and Barbara Rossi[image: External link] produced bizarre representational paintings.

Chicago contains a number of large, outdoor works by well-known artists. These include the Chicago Picasso[image: External link], Miró's Chicago[image: External link], Flamingo[image: External link] and Flying Dragon[image: External link] by Alexander Calder[image: External link], Agora[image: External link] by Magdalena Abakanowicz[image: External link], Monument with Standing Beast[image: External link] by Jean Dubuffet[image: External link], Batcolumn[image: External link] by Claes Oldenburg[image: External link], Cloud Gate[image: External link] by Anish Kapoor[image: External link], Crown Fountain[image: External link] by Jaume Plensa[image: External link], and the Four Seasons[image: External link] mosaic by Marc Chagall[image: External link].

Chicago also has a nationally televised Thanksgiving parade that occurs annually. The McDonald's Thanksgiving Parade[image: External link] is seen across the nation on WGN-TV[image: External link] and WGN America[image: External link], featuring a variety of diverse acts from the community, marching bands from across the country, and is the only parade in the city to feature inflatable balloons every year.[179]
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 Tourism




Main article: Tourism in Chicago[image: External link]


In 2014, Chicago attracted 50.17 million domestic leisure travelers, 11.09 million domestic business travelers and 1.308 million overseas visitors.[180] These visitors contributed more than US$13.7 billion to Chicago's economy.[180] Upscale shopping along the Magnificent Mile[image: External link] and State Street[image: External link], thousands of restaurants, as well as Chicago's eminent architecture, continue to draw tourists. The city is the United States' third-largest convention[image: External link] destination. A 2011 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Chicago the fourth-most walkable of fifty largest cities in the United States.[181] Most conventions are held at McCormick Place[image: External link], just south of Soldier Field[image: External link]. The historic Chicago Cultural Center[image: External link] (1897), originally serving as the Chicago Public Library[image: External link], now houses the city's Visitor Information Center, galleries and exhibit halls. The ceiling of its Preston Bradley Hall includes a 38-foot (12 m) Tiffany glass[image: External link] dome. Grant Park holds Millennium Park[image: External link], Buckingham Fountain (1927), and the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link]. The park also hosts the annual Taste of Chicago[image: External link] festival. In Millennium Park, there is the reflective Cloud Gate[image: External link] sculpture. Cloud Gate, a public sculpture by Indian-born British artist Anish Kapoor, is the centerpiece of the AT&T Plaza in Millennium Park. Also, an outdoor restaurant transforms into an ice rink[image: External link] in the winter season. Two tall glass sculptures make up the Crown Fountain[image: External link]. The fountain's two towers display visual effects from LED images of Chicagoans' faces, along with water spouting from their lips. Frank Gehry[image: External link]'s detailed, stainless steel band shell, the Jay Pritzker Pavilion[image: External link], hosts the classical Grant Park Music Festival[image: External link] concert series. Behind the pavilion's stage is the Harris Theater for Music and Dance[image: External link], an indoor venue for mid-sized performing arts companies, including the Chicago Opera Theater[image: External link] and Music of the Baroque[image: External link].

Navy Pier[image: External link], located just east of Streeterville[image: External link], is 3,000 ft (910 m) long and houses retail stores, restaurants, museums, exhibition halls and auditoriums. In the summer of 2016, Navy Pier will have constructed their new DW60 Ferris wheel. Dutch Wheels, a world renowned company that manufactures ferris wheels, was selected to design the new wheel.[182] It will feature 42 navy blue gondolas that can hold up to eight adults and two kids. It will also have entertainment systems inside the gondolas as well as a climate controlled environment. The DW60 will stand at approximately 196 ft (60 m), which is 46 ft taller than the previous wheel. The new DW60 will be the first in the United States and will be the sixth tallest in the U.S.[183] Chicago was the first city in the world to ever erect a ferris wheel.

On June 4, 1998, the city officially opened the Museum Campus[image: External link], a 10-acre (4.0 ha) lakefront park, surrounding three of the city's main museums, each of which is of national importance: the Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum[image: External link], the Field Museum of Natural History[image: External link], and the Shedd Aquarium[image: External link]. The Museum Campus joins the southern section of Grant Park, which includes the renowned Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link]. Buckingham Fountain anchors the downtown park along the lakefront. The University of Chicago Oriental Institute[image: External link] has an extensive collection of ancient Egyptian[image: External link] and Near Eastern[image: External link] archaeological artifacts. Other museums and galleries in Chicago include the Chicago History Museum[image: External link], the Driehaus Museum[image: External link], the DuSable Museum of African American History[image: External link], the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link], the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum[image: External link], the Polish Museum of America[image: External link], the Museum of Broadcast Communications[image: External link], the Pritzker Military Library[image: External link], the Chicago Architecture Foundation[image: External link], and the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link].

With an estimated completion date of 2020, the Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link] will be housed at the University of Chicago in Hyde Park[image: External link] and include both the Obama presidential library and offices of the Obama Foundation.[184]

The Willis Tower (formerly named Sears Tower) is a popular destination for tourists. The Willis Tower has an observation deck open to tourists year round with high up views overlooking Chicago and Lake Michigan. The observation deck includes an enclosed glass balcony that extends 10 feet out on the side of the building. Tourists are able to look straight down.

In 2013, Chicago was chosen as one of the "Top Ten Cities in the United States" to visit for its restaurants, skyscrapers, museums, and waterfront, by the readers of Condé Nast Traveler[image: External link].[185][186]
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 Cuisine




See also: Culture of Chicago § Food and drink[image: External link], and Chicago farmers' markets[image: External link]


Chicago lays claim to a large number of regional specialties that reflect the city's ethnic and working-class roots. Included among these are its nationally renowned deep-dish pizza[image: External link]; this style is said to have originated at Pizzeria Uno[image: External link].[187] The Chicago-style thin crust is also popular in the city.[188]

The Chicago-style hot dog[image: External link], typically an all-beef hot dog, is loaded with an array of toppings that often includes pickle relish, yellow mustard[image: External link], pickled sport peppers[image: External link], tomato[image: External link] wedges, dill pickle[image: External link] spear and topped off with celery salt[image: External link] on a poppy seed[image: External link] bun[image: External link].[189] Enthusiasts of the Chicago-style dog frown upon the use of ketchup[image: External link] as a garnish, but may prefer to add giardiniera[image: External link].[190][191][192]

There are several distinctly Chicago sandwiches, among them the Italian beef[image: External link] sandwich, which is thinly sliced beef simmered in au jus[image: External link] and served on an Italian roll with sweet peppers or spicy giardiniera. A popular modification is the Combo—an Italian beef sandwich with the addition of an Italian sausage. Another is the Maxwell Street Polish[image: External link], a grilled or deep-fried kielbasa[image: External link] — on a hot dog roll, topped with grilled onions, yellow mustard, and hot sport peppers.[193]

Ethnically originated creations include chicken Vesuvio[image: External link], with roasted bone-in chicken cooked in oil and garlic next to garlicky oven-roasted potato wedges and a sprinkling of green peas. Another is the Puerto Rican-influenced jibarito[image: External link], a sandwich made with flattened, fried green plantains instead of bread. There is also the mother-in-law[image: External link], a tamale topped with chili and served on a hot dog bun.[194] The tradition of serving the Greek[image: External link] dish, saganaki[image: External link] while aflame, has its origins in Chicago's Greek community.[195] The appetizer, which consists of a square of fried cheese, is doused with Metaxa[image: External link] and flambéed[image: External link] table-side.[196]

Two of the world's most decorated restaurants and also receiving the Michelin Guide[image: External link] 3 Star Award, Alinea[image: External link] and Grace[image: External link] are both located in Chicago. In addition, a number of well-known chefs have had restaurants in Chicago, including Charlie Trotter[image: External link], Rick Tramonto[image: External link], Grant Achatz[image: External link], and Rick Bayless[image: External link]. In 2003, Robb Report[image: External link] named Chicago the country's "most exceptional dining destination".[197]
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 Literature




Further information: Chicago literature[image: External link]


Chicago literature finds its roots in the city's tradition of lucid, direct journalism, lending to a strong tradition of social realism[image: External link]. In the Encyclopedia of Chicago[image: External link], Northwestern University[image: External link] Professor Bill Savage describes Chicago fiction as prose which tries to "capture the essence of the city, its spaces and its people". The challenge for early writers was that Chicago was a frontier outpost that transformed into a global metropolis in the span of two generations. Narrative fiction of that time, much of it in the style of "high-flown romance" and "genteel realism", needed a new approach to describe the urban social, political, and economic conditions of Chicago.[198] Nonetheless, Chicagoans worked hard to create a literary tradition that would stand the test of time,[199] and create a "city of feeling" out of concrete, steel, vast lake, and open prairie.[200] Much notable Chicago fiction focuses on the city itself, with social criticism keeping exultation in check.

At least, three short periods in the history of Chicago[image: External link] have had a lasting influence on American Literature[image: External link].[201] These include from the time of the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] to about 1900, what became known as the Chicago Literary Renaissance in the 1910s and early 1920s, and the period of the Great Depression[image: External link] through the 1940s.

What would become the influential Poetry[image: External link] magazine was founded in 1912 by Harriet Monroe[image: External link], who was working as an art[image: External link] critic[image: External link] for the Chicago Tribune. The magazine discovered such poets as Gwendolyn Brooks[image: External link], James Merrill[image: External link], and John Ashbery[image: External link].[202] T. S. Eliot[image: External link]'s first professionally published poem, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock[image: External link]", was first published by Poetry. Contributors have included Ezra Pound[image: External link], William Butler Yeats[image: External link], William Carlos Williams[image: External link], Langston Hughes[image: External link], and Carl Sandburg[image: External link], among others. The magazine was instrumental in launching the Imagist[image: External link] and Objectivist[image: External link] poetic movements.
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Main article: Sports in Chicago[image: External link]


Sporting News[image: External link] named Chicago the "Best Sports City" in the United States in 1993, 2006, and 2010.[203] Along with Boston, Chicago is the only city to continuously host major professional sports since 1871, having only taken 1872 and 1873 off due to the Great Chicago Fire. Additionally, Chicago is one of the six cities in the United States to have won championships in the four major professional leagues[image: External link] and, along with New York and Los Angeles, is one of three cities to have won soccer championships as well. Several major franchises have won championships within recent years – the Bears (1985), the Bulls (91, '92, '93, '96, '97, and '98), the White Sox (2005), the Cubs (2016), the Blackhawks (2010, 2013, 2015), and the Fire (1998).

The city has two Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) teams: the Chicago Cubs[image: External link] of the National League play in Wrigley Field[image: External link] on the North Side; and the Chicago White Sox[image: External link] of the American League play in Guaranteed Rate Field[image: External link] on the South Side. Chicago is the only city that has had more than one MLB franchise every year since the AL began in 1901 (New York hosted only one between 1958 and early 1962). The Cubs are the oldest Major League Baseball team to have never changed their city;[204] they have played in Chicago since 1871, and continuously so since 1874 due to the Great Chicago Fire. They have played more games and have more wins than any other team in Major League baseball since 1876.[205] They have won three World Series titles, but had the dubious honor of having the two longest droughts in American professional sports: They had not won their sport's title since 1908[image: External link], and had not participated in a World Series since 1945[image: External link], both records, until they beat the Cleveland Indians[image: External link] in the 2016 World Series[image: External link].

The White Sox have played on the South Side continuously since 1901, with all three of their home fields throughout the years being within blocks of one another. They have won three World Series titles (1906, 1917, 2005) and six American League pennants, including the first in 1901. The Sox are fifth in the American League in all-time wins, and sixth in pennants.

The Chicago Bears[image: External link], one of the last two remaining charter members of the National Football League (NFL), have won nine NFL Championships[image: External link], including the 1985 Super Bowl XX[image: External link]. The other remaining charter franchise, the Chicago Cardinals[image: External link], also started out in the city, but is now known as the Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]. The Bears have won more games in the history of the NFL than any other team,[206] and only the Green Bay Packers[image: External link], their longtime rivals, have won more championships. The Bears play their home games at Soldier Field[image: External link]. Soldier Field re-opened in 2003 after an extensive renovation.

The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) is one of the most recognized basketball teams in the world.[207] During the 1990s, with Michael Jordan[image: External link] leading them, the Bulls won six NBA championships in eight seasons.[208][209] They also boast the youngest player to win the NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link], Derrick Rose[image: External link], who won it for the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[210]

The Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL) began play in 1926, and are one of the "Original Six[image: External link]" teams of the NHL. The Blackhawks have won six Stanley Cups[image: External link], including in 2010, 2013, and 2015[image: External link]. Both the Bulls and the Blackhawks play at the United Center[image: External link].



	Major league professional teams in Chicago (ranked by attendance)



	Club
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Attendance
	Founded
	Championships



	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	NFL
	Football
	Soldier Field[image: External link]
	62,358
	1919
	9 Championships[image: External link] (1 Super Bowl[image: External link])



	Chicago Cubs[image: External link]
	MLB[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Wrigley Field[image: External link]
	42,495
	1870
	3 World Series[image: External link]



	Chicago White Sox[image: External link]
	MLB[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Guaranteed Rate Field[image: External link]
	40,615
	1900
	3 World Series[image: External link]



	Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link]
	NHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	21,775
	1926
	6 Stanley Cups[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	NBA[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	21,716
	1966
	6 NBA Championships[image: External link]



	Chicago Fire[image: External link]
	MLS[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Toyota Park[image: External link]
	16,409
	1997
	1 MLS Cup[image: External link], 1 Supporters Shield[image: External link]



	Chicago Red Stars[image: External link]
	NWSL[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Toyota Park[image: External link]
	3,355
	2009
	1 National Women's Cup[image: External link]




The Chicago Fire Soccer Club[image: External link] is a member of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS) and plays at Toyota Park[image: External link] in suburban Bridgeview[image: External link], after playing its first eight seasons at Soldier Field[image: External link]. The Fire have won one league title and four U.S. Open Cups[image: External link], since their founding in 1997. In 1994, the United States hosted a successful FIFA World Cup[image: External link] with games played at Soldier Field[image: External link]. The Chicago Sky[image: External link] is a professional basketball team based in Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link], playing in the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA). They play home games at the Allstate Arena[image: External link]. The team was founded before the 2006 WNBA season began.

The Chicago Marathon[image: External link] has been held each year since 1977 except for 1987, when a half marathon was run in its place. The Chicago Marathon is one of six World Marathon Majors[image: External link].[211]

Five area colleges play in Division I[image: External link] conferences: two from major conferences—the DePaul Blue Demons[image: External link] (Big East Conference[image: External link]) and the Northwestern Wildcats[image: External link] (Big Ten Conference[image: External link])—and three from other D1 conferences—the Chicago State Cougars[image: External link] (Western Athletic Conference[image: External link]); the Loyola Ramblers[image: External link] (Missouri Valley Conference[image: External link]); and the UIC Flames[image: External link] (Horizon League[image: External link]).[212]
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 Parks and greenspace




Main articles: Parks in Chicago[image: External link], Chicago Boulevard System[image: External link], and Cook County Forest Preserves[image: External link]


When Chicago was incorporated in 1837, it chose the motto Urbs in Horto, a Latin[image: External link] phrase which means "City in a Garden". Today, the Chicago Park District[image: External link] consists of more than 570 parks with over 8,000 acres (3,200 ha) of municipal parkland[image: External link]. There are 31 sand beaches[image: External link], a plethora of museums, two world-class conservatories, and 50 nature areas.[213] Lincoln Park[image: External link], the largest of the city's parks, covers 1,200 acres (490 ha) and has over 20 million visitors each year, making it third in the number of visitors after Central Park[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], and the National Mall and Memorial Parks[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link][214]

There is an historic boulevard system[image: External link],[215] a network of wide, tree-lined boulevards[image: External link] which connect a number of Chicago parks[image: External link].[216] The boulevards and the parks were authorized by the Illinois legislature in 1869.[217] A number of Chicago neighborhoods[image: External link] emerged along these roadways in the 19th century.[216] The building of the boulevard system continued intermittently until 1942. It includes nineteen boulevards, eight parks, and six squares[image: External link], along twenty-six miles of interconnected streets.[218] Part of the system in the Logan Square Boulevards Historic District[image: External link] was listed in the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 1985.[219]

With berths for more than 6,000 boats, the Chicago Park District operates the nation's largest municipal harbor system.[220] In addition to ongoing beautification and renewal projects for the existing parks, a number of new parks have been added in recent years, such as the Ping Tom Memorial Park[image: External link] in Chinatown, DuSable Park[image: External link] on the Near North Side, and most notably, Millennium Park[image: External link], which is in the northwestern corner of one of Chicago's oldest parks, Grant Park in the Chicago Loop.

The wealth of greenspace afforded by Chicago's parks is further augmented by the Cook County Forest Preserves[image: External link], a network of open spaces containing forest, prairie[image: External link], wetland[image: External link], streams, and lakes that are set aside as natural areas which lie along the city's outskirts,[221] including both the Chicago Botanic Garden[image: External link] in Glencoe[image: External link] and the Brookfield Zoo[image: External link] in Brookfield[image: External link].[222] Washington Park[image: External link] is also one of the city's biggest parks; covering nearly 400 acres (160 ha). The park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places listings in South Side Chicago[image: External link].
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 Government




Main article: Government of Chicago[image: External link]


The government of the City of Chicago is divided into executive and legislative[image: External link] branches. The Mayor of Chicago[image: External link] is the chief executive, elected by general election for a term of four years, with no term limits. The current mayor is Rahm Emanuel[image: External link]. The mayor appoints commissioners and other officials who oversee the various departments. As well as the mayor, Chicago's clerk and treasurer are also elected citywide. The City Council[image: External link] is the legislative branch and is made up of 50 aldermen, one elected from each ward[image: External link] in the city.[223] The council takes official action through the passage of ordinances[image: External link] and resolutions and approves the city budget.[224]

The Chicago Police Department[image: External link] provides law enforcement and the Chicago Fire Department[image: External link] provides fire suppression and emergency medical services for the city and its residents. Civil and criminal law cases are heard in the Cook County Circuit Court[image: External link] of the State of Illinois court system, or in the Northern District of Illinois[image: External link], in the federal system. In the state court, the public prosecutor is the Illinois State's Attorney[image: External link]; in the Federal court it is the United States Attorney[image: External link].
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 Politics




Main article: Political history of Chicago[image: External link]


During much of the last half of the 19th century, Chicago's politics were dominated by a growing Democratic Party[image: External link] organization. During the 1880s and 1890s, Chicago had a powerful radical tradition with large and highly organized socialist, anarchist[image: External link] and labor organizations.[225] For much of the 20th century, Chicago has been among the largest and most reliable Democratic strongholds in the United States; with Chicago's Democratic vote the state of Illinois has been "solid blue[image: External link]" in presidential elections[image: External link] since 1992. Even before then, it was not unheard of for Republican presidential candidates to win handily in downstate Illinois, only to lose statewide due to large Democratic margins in Chicago. The citizens of Chicago have not elected a Republican[image: External link] mayor since 1927, when William Thompson[image: External link] was voted into office. The strength of the party in the city is partly a consequence of Illinois state politics, where the Republicans have come to represent rural and farm concerns while the Democrats support urban issues such as Chicago's public school funding. Chicago contains less than 25% of the state's population, but 8 of Illinois' 19 U.S. Representatives[image: External link] have part of Chicago in their districts[image: External link].

Machine politics[image: External link] persisted in Chicago after the decline of similar machines in other large U.S. cities.[226] During much of that time, the city administration found opposition mainly from a liberal "independent" faction of the Democratic Party. The independents finally gained control of city government in 1983 with the election of Harold Washington[image: External link] (in office 1983–1987). From 1989 until May 16, 2011, Chicago was under the leadership of its longest serving mayor, Richard M. Daley[image: External link], the son of Richard J. Daley. On May 16, 2011, Rahm Emanuel[image: External link] was sworn in as the 55th mayor of Chicago. Because of the dominance of the Democratic Party in Chicago, the Democratic primary[image: External link] vote held in the spring is generally more significant than the general elections in November for U.S. House and Illinois State seats. The aldermanic, mayoral, and other city offices are filled through nonpartisan elections with runoffs as needed.

Formerly a state legislator representing Chicago and later a US Senator, the city is home of former United States President Barack Obama[image: External link] and First Lady Michelle Obama[image: External link]. The Obama's residence is located near the University of Chicago in Kenwood[image: External link] on the city's south side.[227]
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Main articles: Crime in Chicago[image: External link] and Timeline of organized crime in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago had a murder rate of 18.5 per 100,000 residents in 2012, ranking 16th among cities with 100,000 people or more.[228] This was higher than in New York City and Los Angeles, the two largest cities in the United States, which have lower murder rates and lower total homicides. However, it was less than in many smaller American cities, including New Orleans[image: External link], Newark[image: External link], and Detroit[image: External link], which had 53 murders per 100,000 residents in 2012. The 2015 year-end crime statistics showed there were 468 murders in Chicago in 2015 compared with 416 the year before, a 12.5% increase, as well as 2,900 shootings—13% more than the year prior, and up 29% since 2013. Chicago had more homicides than any other city in 2015, according to the Chicago Tribune.[229] In its annual crime statistics for 2016, the Chicago Police Department reported that the city experienced a dramatic rise in gun violence, with 4,331 shooting victims. The department also reported 762 murders in Chicago for the year 2016, a total that marked a 62.8% increase in homicides from 2015.[230]

According to reports in 2013, "most of Chicago's violent crime comes from gangs trying to maintain control of drug-selling territories",[231] and is specifically related to the activities of the Sinaloa Cartel[image: External link], which by 2006 had decided to seek to control illicit drug distribution, against local street gangs.[232] Violent crime rates vary significantly by area of the city, with more economically developed areas having low rates, but other sections have much higher rates of crime.[231] In 2013, the violent crime rate was 910 per 100,000 people;[233] the murder rate was 10.4 – while high crime districts saw 38.9, low crime districts saw 2.5 murders per 100,000.[234]

The number of murders in Chicago peaked at 970 in 1974, when the city's population was over 3 million people (a murder rate of about 29 per 100,000), and it reached 943 murders in 1992, (a murder rate of 34 per 100,000).[235] However, Chicago, like other major U.S. cities, experienced a significant reduction in violent crime rates through the 1990s, falling to 448 homicides[image: External link] in 2004, its lowest total since 1965 and only 15.65 murders per 100,000. Chicago's homicide tally remained low during 2005 (449), 2006 (452), and 2007 (435) but rose to 510 in 2008, breaking 500 for the first time since 2003.[236][237] In 2009, the murder count fell to 458 (10% down).[238] and in 2010 Chicago's murder rate fell to 435 (16.14 per 100,000), a 5% decrease from 2009 and lowest levels since 1965.[239] In 2011, Chicago's murders fell another 1.2% to 431 (a rate of 15.94 per 100,000).[240] but shot up to 506 in 2012.[241][242]

In 2012, Chicago ranked 21st in the United States in numbers of homicides per person, but in the first half of 2013 there was a significant drop per-person, in all categories of violent crime, including homicide (down 26%).[243] Chicago ended 2013 with 415 murders, the lowest number of murders since 1965, and overall crime rates dropped by 16 percent.[244] (In 1965, there were 397 murders.[245])

Jens Ludwig, director of the University of Chicago Crime Lab, estimated that shootings cost the city of Chicago $2.5 billion in 2012.[246]

In 2014, the Chicago police department reported a total murder count of 390 through December 20, 2014, according to the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. That means that Chicago was able to record their lowest number of murder totals in close to five years for the second continuous calendar year, despite an overall increase in shootings. The Cook County medical examiner's office had reported a total of 410 homicides with 16 of those including fatal police shootings, all within the same time period.
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Main article: Chicago Public Schools[image: External link]
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 Schools and libraries




Chicago Public Schools[image: External link] (CPS) is the governing body of the school district[image: External link] that contains over 600 public elementary and high schools citywide, including several selective-admission magnet schools. There are eleven selective enrollment high schools in the Chicago Public Schools,[247] designed to meet the needs of Chicago's most academically advanced students. These schools offer a rigorous curriculum with mainly honors and Advanced Placement[image: External link] (AP) courses.[248] Northside College Preparatory High School[image: External link] is ranked number one in the city of Chicago and the state of Illinois.[249] Walter Payton College Prep High School[image: External link] is ranked second, Jones College Prep[image: External link] is third, and the oldest magnet school in the city, Whitney M. Young Magnet High School[image: External link], which was opened in 1975, is ranked fourth.[250] The magnet school with the largest enrollment is Lane Technical College Prep High School[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Lane is one of the oldest schools in Chicago and in 2012 was designated a National Blue Ribbon School[image: External link] by the U.S. Department of Education.[251]

Chicago high school rankings are determined by the average test scores on state achievement tests.[252] The district, with an enrollment exceeding 400,545 students (2013–2014 20th Day Enrollment), is the third-largest in the U.S.[253] On September 10, 2012, teachers for the Chicago Teachers Union went on strike for the first time since 1987 over pay, resources and other issues.[254] According to data compiled in 2014, Chicago's "choice system", where students who test or apply and may attend one of a number of public high schools (there are about 130), sorts students of different achievement levels into different schools (high performing, middle performing, and low performing schools).[255]

Chicago has a network of Lutheran schools[image: External link],[256] and several private schools are run by other denominations and faiths, such as the Ida Crown Jewish Academy[image: External link] in West Ridge[image: External link]. Several private schools are completely secular, such as the Latin School of Chicago[image: External link] in the Near North Side neighborhood, the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link] in Hyde Park, the British School of Chicago[image: External link] and the Francis W. Parker School[image: External link] in Lincoln Park, the Lycée Français de Chicago[image: External link] in Uptown, the Feltre School[image: External link] in River North[image: External link] and the Morgan Park Academy[image: External link]. There are also the private Chicago Academy for the Arts[image: External link], a high school focused on six different categories of the arts and the public Chicago High School for the Arts[image: External link], a high school focused on five categories (visual arts, theatre, musical theatre, dance, and music) of the arts.[citation needed[image: External link]][257]

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago[image: External link] operates Catholic schools[image: External link], that include Jesuit preparatory schools[image: External link] and others including St. Rita of Cascia High School[image: External link], De La Salle Institute[image: External link], Josephinum Academy[image: External link], DePaul College Prep[image: External link], Cristo Rey Jesuit High School[image: External link], Brother Rice High School[image: External link], St. Ignatius College Preparatory School[image: External link], Mount Carmel High School[image: External link], Queen of Peace High School[image: External link], Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School[image: External link], Marist High School[image: External link], St. Patrick High School[image: External link] and Resurrection High School[image: External link].

The Chicago Public Library[image: External link] system operates 79 public libraries, including the central library, two regional libraries, and numerous branches distributed throughout the city.
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 Colleges and universities




For a more comprehensive list, see List of colleges and universities in Chicago[image: External link].

Since the 1850s, Chicago has been a world center of higher education and research with several universities that are in the city proper or in the immediate environs. These institutions consistently rank among the top "National Universities" in the United States, as determined by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]. Top universities in Chicago are: the University of Chicago[image: External link]; Illinois Institute of Technology[image: External link]; Northwestern University[image: External link]; Loyola University Chicago[image: External link]; DePaul University[image: External link]; Columbia College Chicago[image: External link] and University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link]. Other notable schools include: Chicago State University[image: External link]; the School of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], the Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago[image: External link]; East–West University[image: External link]; National Louis University[image: External link]; North Park University[image: External link]; Northeastern Illinois University[image: External link]; Robert Morris University Illinois[image: External link]; Roosevelt University[image: External link]; Saint Xavier University[image: External link]; Rush University[image: External link]; and Shimer College[image: External link].[258]

William Rainey Harper[image: External link], the first president of the University of Chicago, was instrumental in the creation of the junior college[image: External link] concept, establishing nearby Joliet Junior College[image: External link] as the first in the nation in 1901.[259] His legacy continues with the multiple community colleges[image: External link] in the Chicago proper, including the seven City Colleges of Chicago[image: External link]: Richard J. Daley College[image: External link], Kennedy–King College[image: External link], Malcolm X College[image: External link], Olive–Harvey College[image: External link], Truman College[image: External link], Harold Washington College[image: External link] and Wilbur Wright College[image: External link], in addition to the privately held MacCormac College[image: External link].

Chicago also has a high concentration of post-baccalaureate institutions, graduate schools, seminaries, and theological schools, such as the Adler School of Professional Psychology[image: External link], The Chicago School of Professional Psychology[image: External link], the Erikson Institute[image: External link], The Institute for Clinical Social Work[image: External link], the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago[image: External link], the Catholic Theological Union[image: External link], the Moody Bible Institute[image: External link], the John Marshall Law School[image: External link] and the University of Chicago Divinity School[image: External link].
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Further information: Media in Chicago[image: External link], List of fiction set in Chicago[image: External link], and Chicago International Film Festival[image: External link]


The Chicago metropolitan area is the third-largest media market in North America, after New York City and Los Angeles.[260] Each of the big four U.S. television networks[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], ABC[image: External link], NBC[image: External link] and Fox[image: External link], directly owns and operates a high-definition television[image: External link] station in Chicago ( WBBM[image: External link] 2, WLS[image: External link] 7, WMAQ[image: External link] 5 and WFLD[image: External link] 32, respectively). Former CW[image: External link] affiliate WGN-TV[image: External link] 9, which is owned by the Tribune Media[image: External link], is carried with some programming differences, as "WGN America[image: External link]" on cable and satellite TV[image: External link] nationwide and in parts of the Caribbean[image: External link]. The city has also been the base of several talk shows, including, formerly, The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link]. Chicago Public Radio[image: External link] produces programs such as PRI[image: External link]'s This American Life[image: External link] and NPR[image: External link]'s Wait Wait...Don't Tell Me![image: External link] The city also has two PBS[image: External link] member stations: WTTW[image: External link] 11, producer of shows such as Sneak Previews[image: External link], The Frugal Gourmet[image: External link], Lamb Chop's Play-Along[image: External link] and The McLaughlin Group[image: External link], just to name a few, and WYCC[image: External link] 20.

Two major daily newspapers are published in Chicago: the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link], with the Tribune having the larger circulation. There are also several regional and special-interest newspapers and magazines, such as Chicago[image: External link], the Dziennik Związkowy (Polish Daily News )[image: External link], Draugas[image: External link] (the Lithuanian daily newspaper), the Chicago Reader[image: External link], the SouthtownStar[image: External link], the Chicago Defender[image: External link], the Daily Herald[image: External link], Newcity[image: External link],[261][262] StreetWise[image: External link] and the Windy City Times[image: External link]. The entertainment and cultural magazine Time Out Chicago[image: External link] and GRAB[image: External link] magazine are also published in the city, as well as local music magazine Chicago Innerview[image: External link]. In addition, Chicago is the recent home of satirical national news outlet, The Onion[image: External link], as well as its sister pop-culture publication, The A.V. Club[image: External link].[263]

Since the 1980s, many motion pictures have been filmed and/or set in the city such as The Blues Brothers[image: External link], Brewster's Millions[image: External link], Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link], Sixteen Candles[image: External link], Home Alone[image: External link], The Fugitive[image: External link], I, Robot[image: External link], Mean Girls[image: External link], Wanted[image: External link], Batman Begins[image: External link], The Dark Knight[image: External link], Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link], Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link], Divergent[image: External link], Insurgent[image: External link], Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], Sinister 2[image: External link] and Suicide Squad[image: External link].

Chicago has also been the setting for many popular television shows, including the situation comedies Perfect Strangers[image: External link] and its spinoff Family Matters[image: External link], Punky Brewster[image: External link], Married... with Children[image: External link], Kenan & Kel[image: External link], Still Standing[image: External link], The League[image: External link], The Bob Newhart Show[image: External link], and Shake It Up[image: External link]. The city served as the venue for the medical dramas ER[image: External link] and Chicago Hope[image: External link], as well as the fantasy drama series Early Edition[image: External link] and the 2005–2009 drama Prison Break[image: External link]. Discovery Channel[image: External link] films two shows in Chicago: Cook County Jail[image: External link] and the Chicago version of Cash Cab[image: External link]. Chicago is currently the setting for CBS's The Good Wife[image: External link] and Mike and Molly[image: External link], Showtime's Shameless[image: External link], and NBC's Chicago Fire[image: External link], Chicago P.D.[image: External link] and Chicago Med[image: External link].[264]

Chicago has five 50,000 watt AM radio stations[image: External link]: the CBS Radio[image: External link]-owned WBBM[image: External link] and WSCR[image: External link]; the Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]-owned WGN[image: External link]; the Cumulus Media[image: External link]-owned WLS[image: External link]; and the ESPN Radio[image: External link]-owned WMVP[image: External link]. Chicago is also home to a number of national radio shows, including Beyond the Beltway[image: External link] with Bruce DuMont[image: External link] on Sunday evenings.

Chicago is also featured in a few video games, including Watch Dogs[image: External link] and Midtown Madness[image: External link], a real-life, car-driving simulation game. In 2005, indie rock[image: External link] artist Sufjan Stevens[image: External link] created a concept album about Illinois titled Illinois[image: External link]; many of its songs were about Chicago and its history.
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Further information: Transportation in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago is a major transportation hub in the United States. It is an important component in global distribution, as it is the third-largest inter-modal port in the world after Hong Kong[image: External link] and Singapore[image: External link].[265]
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Further information: Roads and expressways in Chicago[image: External link]


Seven mainline and four auxiliary interstate highways[image: External link] ( 55[image: External link], 57[image: External link], 65[image: External link] (only in Indiana), 80[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 88[image: External link], 90[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 94[image: External link] (also in Indiana[image: External link]), 190[image: External link], 290[image: External link], 294[image: External link], and 355[image: External link]) run through Chicago and its suburbs. Segments that link to the city center are named after influential politicians, with three of them named after former U.S. Presidents (Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Reagan) and one named after two-time Democratic candidate Adlai Stevenson[image: External link].

The Kennedy[image: External link] and Dan Ryan[image: External link] Expressways are the busiest state maintained routes in the entire state of Illinois.[266]
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The Regional Transportation Authority[image: External link] (RTA) coordinates the operation of the three service boards: CTA, Metra, and Pace.


	The Chicago Transit Authority[image: External link] (CTA) handles public transportation in the City of Chicago and a few adjacent suburbs outside of the Chicago city limits. The CTA operates an extensive network of buses and a rapid transit[image: External link] elevated and subway system known as the 'L'[image: External link] (for "elevated"), with lines designated by colors. These rapid transit lines also serve both Midway[image: External link] and O'Hare Airports[image: External link]. The CTA's rail lines consist of the Red[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Green[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Brown[image: External link], Purple[image: External link], Pink[image: External link], and Yellow[image: External link] lines. Both the Red and Blue lines offer 24‑hour service which makes Chicago one of a handful of cities around the world (and one of two in the United States, the other being New York City) to offer rail service 24 hours a day, every day of the year, within the city's limits.

	
Metra[image: External link], the nation's second-most used passenger regional rail network, operates an 11-line commuter rail[image: External link] service in Chicago and throughout the Chicago suburbs. The Metra Electric Line[image: External link] shares its trackage with Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District's South Shore Line[image: External link], which provides commuter service between South Bend[image: External link] and Chicago.

	
Pace[image: External link] provides bus and paratransit[image: External link] service in over 200 surrounding suburbs with some extensions into the city as well. A 2005 study found that one quarter of commuters used public transit.[267]




Greyhound Lines[image: External link] provides inter-city bus service to and from the city, and Chicago is also the hub for the Midwest network of Megabus (North America)[image: External link].
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Amtrak[image: External link] long distance and commuter rail[image: External link] services originate from Union Station[image: External link]. Chicago is one of the largest hubs of passenger rail service in the nation. The services terminate in San Francisco, Washington, D.C., New York City, Indianapolis[image: External link], New Orleans, Portland[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link], Quincy[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Carbondale[image: External link], Boston, Grand Rapids[image: External link], Port Huron[image: External link], Pontiac[image: External link], Los Angeles, and San Antonio[image: External link]. An attempt was made in the early 20th century to link Chicago with New York City via the Chicago – New York Electric Air Line Railroad[image: External link]. Parts of this were built, but it was never completed.
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Chicago's Department of Transportation[image: External link] oversees operation of Divvy[image: External link], North America's largest bicycle-sharing system[image: External link] (by geography), allowing residents and visitors the ability to check out public bikes from any of hundreds of automated stations located over a large area of the city, take them for short rides, and return them to any station of their choosing.[268] Divvy was initially launched in 2013 with 750 bikes and 75 docking stations[269] and has since expanded to 5,800 bikes and 580 stations as of December 2016.[270]
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Chicago is the largest hub in the railroad industry.[271] Six of the seven Class I railroads[image: External link] meet in Chicago, with the exception being the Kansas City Southern Railway[image: External link].[272] As of 2002, severe freight train congestion caused trains to take as long to get through the Chicago region as it took to get there from the West Coast of the country (about 2 days).[273] According to U.S. Department of Transportation, the volume of imported and exported goods transported via rail to, from, or through Chicago is forecast to increase nearly 150 percent between 2010 and 2040.[274] CREATE, the Chicago Region Environmental and Transport Efficiency program, comprises about 70 programs, including crossovers, overpasses and underpasses, that intend to significantly improve the speed of freight movements in the Chicago area.[275]
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Further information: Transportation in Chicago § Airports[image: External link]


Chicago is served by O'Hare International Airport[image: External link], the world's second-busiest airport measured by airline operations,[276] on the far Northwest Side, and Midway International Airport[image: External link] on the Southwest Side. In 2005, O'Hare was the world's busiest airport by aircraft movements and the second-busiest by total passenger traffic.[277] Both O'Hare and Midway are owned and operated by the City of Chicago. Gary/Chicago International Airport[image: External link] and Chicago Rockford International Airport[image: External link], located in Gary, Indiana[image: External link] and Rockford, Illinois[image: External link], respectively, can serve as alternate Chicago area airports, however they do not offer as many commercial flights as O'Hare and Midway. In recent years the state of Illinois has been leaning towards building an entirely new airport[image: External link] in the Illinois suburbs of Chicago.[278] The City of Chicago is the world headquarters for United Airlines[image: External link], the world's third-largest airline.
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Main article: Port of Chicago[image: External link]


The Port of Chicago consists of several major port facilities within the city of Chicago operated by the Illinois International Port District (formerly known as the Chicago Regional Port District). The central element of the Port District, Calumet Harbor, is maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link].[279]


	Iroquois Landing Lakefront Terminal: at the mouth of the Calumet River, it includes 100 acres (0.40 km2) of warehouses and facilities on Lake Michigan with over 780,000 square meters (8,390,000 square feet) of storage.

	Lake Calumet terminal: located at the union of the Grand Calumet River[image: External link] and Little Calumet River[image: External link] 6 miles (9.7 km) inland from Lake Michigan. Includes three transit sheds totaling over 29,000 square meters (315,000 square feet) adjacent to over 900 linear meters (3,000 linear feet) of ship and barge berthing.

	Grain (14 million bushels) and bulk liquid (800,000 barrels) storage facilities along Lake Calumet[image: External link].

	The Illinois International Port district also operates Foreign trade zone[image: External link] No. 22, which extends 60 miles (97 km) from Chicago's city limits.
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Electricity for most of northern Illinois[image: External link] is provided by Commonwealth Edison[image: External link], also known as ComEd. Their service territory borders Iroquois County[image: External link] to the south, the Wisconsin[image: External link] border to the north, the Iowa[image: External link] border to the west and the Indiana[image: External link] border to the east. In northern Illinois, ComEd (a division of Exelon[image: External link]) operates the greatest number of nuclear generating plants in any US state. Because of this, ComEd reports indicate that Chicago receives about 75% of its electricity from nuclear power. Recently, the city began installing wind turbines on government buildings to promote renewable energy.[280][281][282]

Natural gas is provided by Peoples Gas, a subsidiary of Integrys Energy Group[image: External link], which is headquartered in Chicago.

Domestic and industrial waste was once incinerated but it is now landfilled[image: External link], mainly in the Calumet area[image: External link]. From 1995 to 2008, the city had a blue bag[image: External link] program to divert recyclable refuse from landfills.[283] Because of low participation in the blue bag programs, the city began a pilot program for blue bin recycling like other cities. This proved successful and blue bins were rolled out across the city.[284]
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The Illinois Medical District[image: External link] is on the Near West Side. It includes Rush University Medical Center[image: External link], ranked as the second best hospital in the Chicago metropolitan area by U.S. News & World Report for 2014–15, the University of Illinois Medical Center at Chicago[image: External link], Jesse Brown VA Hospital, and John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County[image: External link], one of the busiest trauma centers in the nation.[285]

Two of the country's premier academic medical centers reside in Chicago, including Northwestern Memorial Hospital[image: External link] and the University of Chicago Medical Center[image: External link]. The Chicago campus of Northwestern University includes the Feinberg School of Medicine[image: External link]; Northwestern Memorial Hospital[image: External link], which is ranked as the best hospital in the Chicago metropolitan area by U.S. News & World Report for 2010–11;[286] the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago[image: External link], which is ranked the best U.S. rehabilitation hospital by U.S. News & World Report;[287] the new Prentice Women's Hospital[image: External link]; and Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago.

The University of Illinois College of Medicine[image: External link] at UIC is the second largest medical school in the United States (2,600 students including those at campuses in Peoria, Rockford and Urbana–Champaign[image: External link]).[288]

In addition, the Chicago Medical School[image: External link] and Loyola University Chicago's Stritch School of Medicine[image: External link] are located in the suburbs of North Chicago[image: External link] and Maywood[image: External link], respectively. The Midwestern University[image: External link] Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine[image: External link] is in Downers Grove[image: External link].

The American Medical Association[image: External link], Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education[image: External link], Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education[image: External link], American Osteopathic Association[image: External link], American Dental Association[image: External link], Academy of General Dentistry[image: External link], Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics[image: External link], American Association of Nurse Anesthetists[image: External link], American College of Surgeons[image: External link], American Society for Clinical Pathology[image: External link], American College of Healthcare Executives, the American Hospital Association[image: External link] and Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association[image: External link] are all based in Chicago.
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Main article: List of people from Chicago[image: External link]
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See also: List of diplomatic missions and trade organizations in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago has 28 sister cities[image: External link] around the world.[289] Like Chicago, many of them are or were the second-most populous city or second-most influential city[image: External link] of their country, or they are the main city of a country that has had large amounts of immigrants settle in Chicago. These relationships have sought to promote economic, cultural, educational, and other ties.[290]

To celebrate the sister cities, Chicago hosts a yearly festival in Daley Plaza[image: External link], which features cultural acts and food tastings from the other cities.[289] In addition, the Chicago Sister Cities program hosts a number of delegation and formal exchanges.[289] In some cases, these exchanges have led to further informal collaborations, such as the academic relationship between the Buehler Center on Aging, Health & Society at the Feinberg School of Medicine[image: External link] of Northwestern University and the Institute of Gerontology of Ukraine (originally of the Soviet Union[image: External link]), that was originally established as part of the Chicago-Kiev sister cities program.[291]

Sister cities[289]



	
Warsaw[image: External link] (Poland) 1960


	
Milan[image: External link] (Italy) 1973


	
Osaka[image: External link] (Japan) 1973


	
Casablanca[image: External link] (Morocco) 1982


	
Shanghai[image: External link] (China) 1985


	
Shenyang[image: External link] (China) 1985


	
Gothenburg[image: External link] (Sweden) 1987


	
Accra[image: External link] (Ghana) 1989


	
Prague[image: External link] (Czech Republic) 1990[292]


	
Kiev[image: External link] (Ukraine) 1991


	
Mexico City[image: External link] (Mexico) 1991


	
Toronto[image: External link] (Canada) 1991


	
Birmingham[image: External link] (United Kingdom) 1993


	
Vilnius[image: External link] (Lithuania) 1993


	
Hamburg[image: External link] (Germany) 1994


	
Petah Tikva[image: External link] (Israel) 1994


	
Paris[image: External link] (France) 1996 (friendship and cooperation agreement only)[293]


	
Athens[image: External link] (Greece) 1997[c]


	
Durban[image: External link] (South Africa) 1997


	
Galway[image: External link] (Ireland) 1997


	
Moscow[image: External link] (Russia) 1997


	
Lucerne[image: External link] (Switzerland) 1998[294]


	
Delhi[image: External link] (India) 2001


	
Amman[image: External link] (Jordan) 2004


	
Belgrade[image: External link] (Serbia) 2005


	
São Paulo[image: External link] (Brazil) 2007 [295]


	
Lahore[image: External link] (Pakistan) 2007


	
Busan[image: External link] (South Korea) 2007


	
Bogotá[image: External link] (Colombia) 2009
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	Chicago Wilderness[image: External link]

	List of cities with the most skyscrapers[image: External link]

	List of fiction set in Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Central Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in North Side Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in South Side Chicago[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in West Side Chicago[image: External link]
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^ a b Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Chicago were kept at various locations in downtown from January 1871 to 31 December 1925, University of Chicago from 1 January 1926 to 30 June 1942, Midway Airport from 1 July 1942 to 16 January 1980, and at O'Hare Airport since 17 January 1980.[123][124]


	
^ Not according official list of Greek government[image: External link](PDF)
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Illinois






This article is about the U.S. state of Illinois. For other uses, see Illinois (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Illinois ( i[image: External link]/,Il'noI /[image: External link] IL-i- NOY[image: External link]) is a state[image: External link] in the Midwestern region[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link], achieving statehood in 1818. It is the 6th-most populous state[image: External link] and 25th-largest state in terms of land area[image: External link], and is noted as a microcosm[image: External link] of the entire country.[7] The word "Illinois" comes from a French rendering[image: External link] of a native Algonquin word. With Chicago in the northeast, small industrial cities and great agricultural productivity[image: External link] in central and northern Illinois, and natural resources[image: External link] like coal, timber, and petroleum in the south, Illinois has a diverse economic base and is a major transportation hub[image: External link]. The Port of Chicago[image: External link] connects the state to other global ports from the Great Lakes[image: External link], via the Saint Lawrence Seaway[image: External link], to the Atlantic Ocean, as well as the Great Lakes[image: External link] to the Mississippi River[image: External link], via the Illinois Waterway[image: External link]. For decades, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] has been ranked as one of the world's busiest airports. Illinois has long had a reputation as a bellwether[image: External link] both in social and cultural terms[image: External link][7] and politics[image: External link].

Although today the state's largest population center is around Chicago in the northern part of the state, the state's European population grew first in the west, with French Canadian[image: External link] colonists who settled along the Mississippi River[image: External link] in the 17th and 18th century, and gave the area the name, "Pays des Illinois" or Illinois Country[image: External link] a region that was known as part of New France. After the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] established the United States, American settlers began arriving crossing the Appalachians[image: External link] barrier range[image: External link] in the 1810s via the gaps of the Allegheny[image: External link] to boat building centers in Pittsburgh[image: External link], from Cumberland, Maryland[image: External link] via the Cumberland Narrows[image: External link] pass to outfit in Brownsville, Pennsylvania[image: External link], from North Carolina[image: External link] and Virginia[image: External link] via the Cumberland Gap[image: External link] to Kentucky[image: External link] and Tennessee[image: External link], all on the Ohio River[image: External link].

With the War of 1812[image: External link], the growth of Illinois slowed as both Native Americans and Canadian forces often raided the American Frontier[image: External link]. After the war's end, the federal government re-established forts such as Fort Dearborn[image: External link] (in 1816—now the site is within Chicago) and army patrols west of the Mississippi diminished the threat from Amerindian raids, so settlers were able to move into all of Illinois from the eastern and southern emigrant trails[image: External link].

Mineral finds and timber stands also had spurred immigration—by the 1810s, the Eastern U.S. had exhausted most timber stands close to the established cities creating a hard felt first energy crisis[image: External link] by the late-1790s, and after 1818, the industrial revolution was being fueled by new canals such as the Lehigh Canal[image: External link] feeding the furnaces of the rapidly industrializing east coast. Also in 1818, Illinois achieved statehood[image: External link] and its growth, as yet untroubled by the speed of as yet unrefined railway technology, would be fueled by the new religion of industrialized forward thinking.

After construction of the Erie Canal[image: External link] with increasing traffic and trade through the Great Lakes, Chicago was founded in the 1830s on the banks of the Chicago River[image: External link], at one of the few natural harbors on southern Lake Michigan[image: External link].[8] John Deere[image: External link]'s invention of the self-scouring steel plow[image: External link] turned Illinois' rich prairie[image: External link] into some of the world's most productive and valuable farmlands, attracting new immigrant[image: External link] farmers from Germany[image: External link] and Sweden[image: External link]. Railroads arose and matured in the 1840s, and soon carried immigrants to new homes in Illinois, as well as being a resource to ship their commodity crops out to markets. Railroads freed most of the land of Illinois and other mid-western states from the tyranny of water transport; no longer was a location near a river or canal a need to ship bulk goods.

By 1900, the growth of industrial jobs in the northern cities and coal[image: External link] mining in the central and southern areas attracted a new group of immigrants, from Eastern[image: External link] and Southern Europe. Illinois was an important manufacturing center during both world wars. The Great Migration[image: External link] from the South established a large community[image: External link] of African Americans in Chicago, who created the city's famous jazz[image: External link] and blues[image: External link] cultures.[9][10]

Three U.S. presidents[image: External link] have been elected while living in Illinois: Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], and most recently Barack Obama[image: External link]. Additionally, Ronald Reagan[image: External link], whose political career was based in California, was the only U.S. president born and raised in Illinois. Today, Illinois honors Lincoln with its official state nickname "The Land of Lincoln," which has been displayed on its license plates[image: External link] since 1954.[11][12] The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] is located in the state capital of Springfield[image: External link], and the Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link] will be completed in Chicago by 2020.
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 Etymology




See also: Illinois Confederation[image: External link] and List of counties in Illinois[image: External link]


"Illinois" is the modern spelling for the early French Catholic[image: External link] missionaries[image: External link] and explorers' name for the Illinois Native Americans[image: External link], a name that was spelled in many different ways in the early records.[13]

American scholars previously thought the name "Illinois" meant "man" or "men" in the Miami-Illinois language[image: External link], with the original iliniwek transformed via French into Illinois.[14][15] This etymology is not supported by the Illinois language, as the word for 'man' is ireniwa and plural 'men' is ireniwaki. The name Illiniwek has also been said to mean "tribe of superior men",[16] which is a false etymology[image: External link]. The name "Illinois" derives from the Miami-Illinois verb irenwe·wa "he speaks the regular way". This was taken into the Ojibwe language[image: External link], perhaps in the Ottawa dialect[image: External link], and modified into ilinwe· (pluralized as ilinwe·k). The French borrowed these forms, changing the /we/ ending to spell it as -ois, a transliteration[image: External link] for its pronunciation in French of that time. The current spelling form, Illinois, began to appear in the early 1670s, when French colonists had settled in the western area. The Illinois' name for themselves, as attested in all three of the French missionary-period dictionaries of Illinois, was Inoka, of unknown meaning and unrelated to the other terms.[17][18]
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 History




Main article: History of Illinois[image: External link]
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 Pre-European




American Indians[image: External link] of successive cultures lived along the waterways of the Illinois area for thousands of years before the arrival of Europeans. The Koster Site[image: External link] has been excavated and demonstrates 7,000 years of continuous habitation. Cahokia[image: External link], the largest regional chiefdom[image: External link] and urban center[image: External link] of the Pre-Columbian[image: External link] Mississippian culture[image: External link], was located near present-day Collinsville, Illinois[image: External link]. They built an urban complex of more than 100 platform[image: External link] and burial mounds[image: External link], a 50 acres (20 ha) plaza[image: External link] larger than 35 football fields,[19] and a woodhenge of sacred cedar, all in a planned design expressing the culture's cosmology. Monks Mound[image: External link], the center of the site, is the largest Pre-Columbian structure north of the Valley of Mexico[image: External link]. It is 100 feet (30 m) high, 951 feet (290 m) long, 836 feet (255 m) wide and covers 13.8 acres (5.6 ha).[20] It contains about 814,000 cubic yards (622,000 m3) of earth.[21] It was topped by a structure thought to have measured about 105 feet (32 m) in length and 48 feet (15 m) in width, covered an area 5,000 square feet (460 m2), and been as much as 50 feet (15 m) high, making its peak 150 feet (46 m) above the level of the plaza. The finely crafted ornaments and tools recovered by archaeologists at Cahokia include elaborate ceramics, finely sculptured stonework, carefully embossed and engraved copper and mica sheets, and one funeral blanket for an important chief fashioned from 20000 shell beads. These artifacts indicate that Cahokia was truly an urban center, with clustered housing, markets, and specialists in toolmaking, hide dressing, potting, jewelry making, shell engraving, weaving and salt making.[22] The civilization vanished in the 15th century for unknown reasons, but historians and archeologists have speculated that the people depleted the area of resources. Many indigenous tribes engaged in constant warfare. According to Suzanne Austin Alchon, "At one site in the central Illinois River[image: External link] valley, one-third of all adults died as a result of violent injuries."[23] The next major power in the region was the Illinois Confederation[image: External link] or Illini, a political alliance.[24] As the Illini declined during the Beaver Wars[image: External link] era, members of the Algonquian[image: External link]-speaking Potawatomi[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Sauk[image: External link], and other tribes including the Fox ( Mesquakie[image: External link]), Ioway[image: External link], Kickapoo[image: External link], Mascouten[image: External link], Piankashaw[image: External link], Shawnee[image: External link], Wea[image: External link], and Winnebago ( Ho-Chunk[image: External link]) came into the area from the east and north around the Great Lakes.[25][26]
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 European exploration and settlement prior to 1800




Further information: Illinois Country[image: External link] and Illinois County, Virginia[image: External link]


French explorers Jacques Marquette[image: External link] and Louis Jolliet[image: External link] explored the Illinois River[image: External link] in 1673. Marquette soon after founded a mission at the Grand Village of the Illinois[image: External link] in Illinois Country[image: External link]. In 1680, French explorers under René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle[image: External link] and Henri de Tonti[image: External link] constructed a fort at the site of present-day Peoria[image: External link], and in 1682, a fort atop Starved Rock[image: External link] in today's Starved Rock State Park. French Empire Canadiens[image: External link] came south to settle particularly along the Mississippi River, and Illinois was part of first New France[image: External link] and then of La Louisiane[image: External link] until 1763, when it passed to the British with their defeat of France in the Seven Years' War[image: External link]. The small French settlements continued, although many French migrated west to Ste. Genevieve[image: External link] and St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] to evade British rule.[28]

A few British soldiers were posted in Illinois, but few British or American settlers moved there, as the Crown made it part of the territory reserved for Indians west of the Appalachians, and then part of the British Province of Quebec[image: External link]. In 1778, George Rogers Clark[image: External link] claimed Illinois County[image: External link] for Virginia[image: External link]. In a compromise, Virginia ceded the area to the new United States in 1783 and it became part of the Northwest Territory[image: External link], to be administered by the federal government and later organized as states.[28]
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 19th century




See also: History of Chicago[image: External link] and History of Nauvoo, Illinois[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Prior to statehood




The Illinois-Wabash Company[image: External link] was an early claimant to much of Illinois. The Illinois Territory[image: External link] was created on February 3, 1809, with its capital at Kaskaskia[image: External link], an early French settlement.

During the discussions leading up to Illinois' admission to the Union[image: External link], the proposed northern boundary of the state was moved twice.[29] The original provisions of the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] had specified a boundary that would have been tangent to the southern tip of Lake Michigan. Such a boundary would have left Illinois with no shoreline on Lake Michigan at all. However, as Indiana had successfully been granted a 10-mile northern extension of its boundary to provide it with a usable lakefront, the original bill for Illinois statehood, submitted to Congress on January 23, 1818, stipulated a northern border at the same latitude as Indiana's, which is defined as 10 miles (16 km) north of the southernmost extremity of Lake Michigan. But the Illinois delegate, Nathaniel Pope[image: External link], wanted more. Pope lobbied to have the boundary moved further north, and the final bill passed by Congress did just that; it included an amendment to shift the border to 42° 30' north, which is approximately 51 miles (82 km) north of the Indiana northern border. This shift added 8,500 square miles (22,000 km2) to the state, including the lead mining[image: External link] region near Galena[image: External link]. More importantly, it added nearly 50 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline and the Chicago River. Pope and others envisioned a canal that would connect the Chicago and Illinois rivers, and thus, connect the Great Lakes to the Mississippi.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The State of Illinois prior to the Civil War




In 1818, Illinois became the 21st U.S. state. The capital remained at Kaskaskia, headquartered in a small building rented by the state. In 1819, Vandalia[image: External link] became the capital, and over the next 18 years, three separate buildings were built to serve successively as the capitol building. In 1837, the state legislators representing Sangamon County[image: External link], under the leadership of state representative Abraham Lincoln, succeeded in having the capital moved to Springfield[image: External link],[30] where a fifth capitol[image: External link] building was constructed. A sixth capitol[image: External link] building was erected in 1867, which continues to serve as the Illinois capitol today.

Though it was ostensibly a "free state[image: External link]", there was slavery in Illinois[image: External link]. The ethnic French had owned black slaves since the 1720s, and American settlers had already brought slaves into the area from Kentucky. Slavery was nominally banned by the Northwest Ordinance, but that was not enforced for those already holding slaves. When Illinois became a sovereign state in 1818, the Ordinance no longer applied, and about 900 slaves were held in the state. As the southern part of the state, later known as "Egypt"or "Little Egypt",[31][32] was largely settled by migrants from the South, the section was hostile to free blacks. Settlers were allowed to bring slaves with them for labor but, in 1822, state residents voted against making slavery legal. Still, most residents opposed allowing free blacks as permanent residents. Some settlers brought in slaves seasonally or as house servants.[33] The Illinois Constitution of 1848 was written with a provision for exclusionary laws to be passed. In 1853, John A. Logan[image: External link] helped pass a law to prohibit all African Americans, including freedmen[image: External link], from settling in the state.[34]

In 1832, the Black Hawk War[image: External link] was fought in Illinois and current-day Wisconsin[image: External link] between the United States and the Sauk[image: External link], Fox (Meskwaki)[image: External link] and Kickapoo[image: External link] Indian tribes. It represents the end of Indian resistance to white settlement in the Chicago region.[35] The Indians had been forced to leave their homes and move to Iowa[image: External link] in 1831; when they attempted to return, they were attacked and eventually defeated by U.S. militia. The survivors were forced back to Iowa.[36]

The winter of 1830–1831 is called the "Winter of the Deep Snow"; a sudden, deep snowfall blanketed the state, making travel impossible for the rest of the winter, and many travelers perished. Several severe winters followed, including the "Winter of the Sudden Freeze". On December 20, 1836, a fast-moving cold front passed through, freezing puddles in minutes and killing many travelers who could not reach shelter. The adverse weather resulted in crop failures in the northern part of the state. The southern part of the state shipped food north and this may have contributed to its name: "Little Egypt[image: External link]", after the Biblical[image: External link] story of Joseph in Egypt supplying grain to his brothers.[37]

By 1839, the Latter Day Saints[image: External link] had founded a utopian[image: External link] city called Nauvoo[image: External link]. Located in Hancock County[image: External link] along the Mississippi River, Nauvoo flourished and soon rivaled Chicago for the position of the state's largest city. But in 1844, the Latter Day Saint movement[image: External link] founder Joseph Smith[image: External link] was killed[image: External link] in the Carthage Jail[image: External link], about 30 miles away from Nauvoo. Following a Succession crisis (Latter Day Saints)[image: External link], Brigham Young[image: External link] led most Latter Day Saints out of Illinois in a mass exodus[image: External link] to present-day Utah[image: External link]; after close to six years of rapid development, Nauvoo rapidly declined afterward.

Chicago gained prominence as a Great Lakes[image: External link] port and then as an Illinois and Michigan Canal[image: External link] port after 1848, and as a rail hub soon afterward. By 1857, Chicago was Illinois' largest city.[28] With the tremendous growth of mines and factories in the state in the 19th century, Illinois was the ground for the formation of labor unions in the United States[image: External link].

In 1847, after lobbying by Dorothea L. Dix[image: External link], Illinois became one of the first states to establish a system of state-supported treatment of mental illness and disabilities, replacing local almshouses[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Civil War and after




Main article: Illinois in the American Civil War[image: External link]


During the American Civil War[image: External link], Illinois ranked fourth in men who served (more than 250,000) in the Union Army[image: External link], a figure surpassed by only New York, Pennsylvania[image: External link], and Ohio[image: External link]. Beginning with President Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]'s first call for troops and continuing throughout the war, Illinois mustered 150 infantry regiments, which were numbered from the 7th to the 156th regiments. Seventeen cavalry regiments were also gathered, as well as two light artillery regiments.[38] The town of Cairo[image: External link], at the southern tip of the state at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, served as a strategically important supply base and training center for the Union[image: External link] army. For several months, both General Grant[image: External link] and Admiral Foote[image: External link] had headquarters in Cairo.

During the Civil War, and more so afterwards, Chicago's population skyrocketed, which increased its prominence. The Pullman Strike[image: External link] and Haymarket Riot[image: External link], in particular, greatly influenced the development of the American labor movement[image: External link]. From Sunday, October 8, 1871, until Tuesday, October 10, 1871, the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link] burned in downtown Chicago, destroying 4 square miles (10 km2).[39]
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 20th century




At the turn of the 20th century, Illinois had a population of nearly 5 million. Many people from other parts of the country were attracted to the state by employment caused by the then-expanding industrial base. Whites were 98% of the state's population.[40] Bolstered by continued immigration from southern and eastern Europe[image: External link], and by the African-American Great Migration[image: External link] from the South, Illinois grew and emerged as one of the most important states in the union. By the end of the century, the population had reached 12.4 million.

The Century of Progress[image: External link] World's Fair[image: External link] was held at Chicago in 1933. Oil strikes in Marion County[image: External link] and Crawford County[image: External link] lead to a boom in 1937, and, by 1939, Illinois ranked fourth in U.S. oil production. Illinois manufactured 6.1 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking seventh among the 48 states.[41] Chicago became an ocean port with the opening of the Saint Lawrence Seaway[image: External link] in 1959. The seaway and the Illinois Waterway[image: External link] connected Chicago to both the Mississippi River and the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]. In 1960, Ray Kroc[image: External link] opened the first McDonald's[image: External link] franchise in Des Plaines[image: External link] (which still exists as a museum, with a working McDonald's across the street).

Illinois had a prominent role in the emergence of the nuclear age[image: External link]. In 1942, as part of the Manhattan Project[image: External link], the University of Chicago[image: External link] conducted the first sustained nuclear chain reaction[image: External link]. In 1957, Argonne National Laboratory[image: External link], near Chicago, activated the first experimental nuclear power generating system in the United States. By 1960, the first privately financed nuclear plant in the United States, Dresden 1[image: External link], was dedicated near Morris[image: External link]. In 1967, Fermilab[image: External link], a national nuclear research facility near Batavia[image: External link], opened a particle accelerator[image: External link], which was the world's largest for over 40 years. With eleven plants currently operating, Illinois leads all states in the amount of electricity generated from nuclear power.[42][43]

In 1961, Illinois became the first state in the nation to adopt the recommendation of the American Law Institute[image: External link] and pass a comprehensive criminal code revision that repealed the law against sodomy[image: External link]. The code also abrogated common law crimes[image: External link] and established an age of consent[image: External link] of 18.[44] The state's fourth constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1970, replacing the 1870 document.

The first Farm Aid[image: External link] concert was held in Champaign[image: External link] to benefit American farmers, in 1985. The worst upper Mississippi River[image: External link] flood of the century, the Great Flood of 1993[image: External link], inundated many towns and thousands of acres of farmland.[28]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Illinois[image: External link]


Further information: List of ecoregions in Illinois[image: External link]


Illinois is located in the Midwest Region[image: External link] of the United States and is one of the eight states and Canadian Province of Ontario in the bi-national Great Lakes region[image: External link] of North America.
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 Boundaries




Illinois' eastern border with Indiana[image: External link] consists of a north-south line at 87° 31′ 30″ west longitude in Lake Michigan[image: External link] at the north, to the Wabash River[image: External link] in the south above Post Vincennes[image: External link]. The Wabash River continues as the eastern/southeastern border with Indiana until the Wabash enters the Ohio River[image: External link]. This marks the beginning of Illinois' southern border with Kentucky[image: External link], which runs along the northern shoreline of the Ohio River.[45] Most of the western border with Missouri[image: External link] and Iowa[image: External link] is the Mississippi River[image: External link]; Kaskaskia is an exclave of Illinois, lying west of the Mississippi and reachable only from Missouri. The state's northern border with Wisconsin[image: External link] is fixed at 42° 30' north latitude. The northeastern border of Illinois lies in Lake Michigan[image: External link], within which Illinois shares a water boundary with the state of Michigan[image: External link], as well as Wisconsin and Indiana.[25]
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 Topography




Though Illinois lies entirely in the Interior Plains[image: External link], it does have some minor variation in its elevation. In extreme northwestern Illinois, the Driftless Area[image: External link], a region of unglaciated and therefore higher and more rugged topography, occupies a small part of the state. Charles Mound[image: External link], located in this region, has the state's highest elevation above sea level at 1,235 feet (376 m). Other highlands include the Shawnee Hills[image: External link] in the south, and there is varying topography along its rivers; the Illinois River[image: External link] bisects the state northeast to southwest. The floodplain on the Mississippi River from Alton[image: External link] to the Kaskaskia River[image: External link] is known as the American Bottom[image: External link].
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 Divisions




Illinois has three major geographical divisions. Northern Illinois[image: External link] is dominated by Chicagoland[image: External link], which is the city of Chicago and its suburbs, and the adjoining exurban area into which the metropolis is expanding. As defined by the federal government, the Chicago metro area includes several counties in Illinois, Indiana[image: External link], and Wisconsin[image: External link], and has a population of over 9.8 million people. Chicago itself is a cosmopolitan city, densely populated, industrialized, and the transportation hub of the nation, and settled by a wide variety of ethnic groups. The city of Rockford[image: External link], Illinois' third largest city and center of the state's fourth largest metropolitan area, sits along Interstates 39[image: External link] and 90[image: External link] some 75 miles (121 km) northwest of Chicago. The Quad Cities[image: External link] region, located along the Mississippi River[image: External link] in northern Illinois, had a population of 381,342 in 2011.

The midsection of Illinois is a second major division, called Central Illinois[image: External link]. It is an area of mainly prairie[image: External link] and known as the Heart of Illinois. It is characterized by small towns and medium-small cities. The western section (west of the Illinois River) was originally part of the Military Tract of 1812[image: External link] and forms the conspicuous western bulge of the state. Agriculture, particularly corn[image: External link] and soybeans[image: External link], as well as educational institutions and manufacturing centers, figure prominently in Central Illinois. Cities include Peoria[image: External link]; Springfield[image: External link], the state capital; Quincy[image: External link]; Decatur[image: External link]; Bloomington-Normal[image: External link]; and Champaign[image: External link]- Urbana[image: External link].[25]

The third division is Southern Illinois[image: External link], comprising the area south of U.S. Route 50[image: External link], including Little Egypt[image: External link], near the juncture of the Mississippi River[image: External link] and Ohio River[image: External link]. Southern Illinois is the site of the ancient city of Cahokia[image: External link], as well as the site of the first state capital at Kaskaskia[image: External link], which today is separated from the rest of the state by the Mississippi River.[25][46] This region has a somewhat warmer winter climate, different variety of crops (including some cotton farming in the past), more rugged topography (due to the area remaining unglaciated during the Illinoian Stage[image: External link], unlike most of the rest of the state), as well as small-scale oil deposits and coal mining. The Illinois suburbs of St. Louis[image: External link], such as East St. Louis[image: External link] are located in this region and collectively they are known as the Metro-East[image: External link]. The other somewhat significant concentration of population in Southern Illinois is the Carbondale-Marion-Herrin, Illinois Combined Statistical Area centered on Carbondale[image: External link] and Marion[image: External link], a two-county area that is home to 123,272 residents.[25] A portion of southeastern Illinois is part of the extended Evansville, Indiana[image: External link] Metro Area, locally referred to as the Tri-State with Indiana and Kentucky. Seven Illinois counties are in the area.

In addition to these three, largely latitudinally defined divisions, all of the region outside of the Chicago Metropolitan area is often called " downstate[image: External link]" Illinois. This term is flexible, but is generally meant to mean everything outside the Chicago-area. Thus, some cities in Northern Illinois, such as DeKalb[image: External link], which is west of Chicago, and Rockford[image: External link]—which is actually north of Chicago—are considered to be "downstate".
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Illinois[image: External link]


Illinois has a climate that varies widely throughout the year. Because of its nearly 400-mile distance between its northernmost and southernmost extremes, as well as its mid-continental situation, most of Illinois has a humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Dfa), with hot, humid summers and cold winters. The southern part of the state, from about Carbondale[image: External link] southward, has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Koppen Cfa), with more moderate winters. Average yearly precipitation for Illinois varies from just over 48 inches (1,219 mm) at the southern tip to around 35 inches (889 mm) in the northern portion of the state. Normal annual snowfall exceeds 38 inches (965 mm) in the Chicago area, while the southern portion of the state normally receives less than 14 inches (356 mm).[47] The all-time high temperature was 117 °F (47 °C), recorded on July 14, 1954, at East St. Louis[image: External link], while the all-time low temperature was −36 °F (−38 °C), recorded on January 5, 1999, at Congerville[image: External link].[48] A temperature of −37 °F (−39 °C), was recorded on January 15, 2009, at Rochelle[image: External link].[49]

Illinois averages approximately 51 days of thunderstorm[image: External link] activity a year, which ranks somewhat above average in the number of thunderstorm days for the United States. Illinois is vulnerable to tornadoes with an average of 35 occurring annually, which puts much of the state at around five tornadoes per 10,000 square miles (30,000 km2) annually.[50] While tornadoes are no more powerful in Illinois than other states, some of Tornado Alley[image: External link]'s deadliest tornadoes on record have occurred in the state. The Tri-State Tornado[image: External link] of 1925 killed 695 people in three states; 613 of the victims died in Illinois.[51] Other significant high-casualty tornadoes include the 1896 St. Louis – East St. Louis tornado[image: External link], which killed 111 people in East St. Louis and a May 1917 tornado[image: External link] that killed 101 people in Charleston and Mattoon. Modern developments in storm forecasting and tracking have caused death tolls from tornadoes to decline dramatically, with the 1967 Belvidere – Oak Lawn tornado outbreak[image: External link] (58 fatalities) and 1990 Plainfield tornado[image: External link] (29 fatalities) standing out as exceptions. On November 18, 2013, tornadoes touched down and ripped through Washington, Illinois. There were seven fatalities.



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Cairo[image: External link][52]
	43/25
	48/29
	59/37
	70/46
	78/57
	86/67
	90/71
	88/69
	81/61
	71/49
	57/39
	46/30



	Chicago[53]
	31/16
	36/21
	47/31
	59/42
	70/52
	81/61
	85/65
	83/65
	75/57
	64/45
	48/34
	36/22



	Edwardsville[image: External link][54]
	36/19
	42/24
	52/34
	64/45
	75/55
	84/64
	89/69
	86/66
	79/58
	68/46
	53/35
	41/25



	Moline[image: External link][55]
	30/12
	36/18
	48/29
	62/39
	73/50
	83/60
	86/64
	84/62
	76/53
	64/42
	48/30
	34/18



	Peoria[image: External link][56]
	31/14
	37/20
	49/30
	62/40
	73/51
	82/60
	86/65
	84/63
	77/54
	64/42
	49/31
	36/20



	Rockford[image: External link][57]
	27/11
	33/16
	46/27
	59/37
	71/48
	80/58
	83/63
	81/61
	74/52
	62/40
	46/29
	32/17



	Springfield[image: External link][58]
	33/17
	39/22
	51/32
	63/42
	74/53
	83/62
	86/66
	84/64
	78/55
	67/44
	51/34
	38/23
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1800[image: External link]
	2,458
	
	—



	1810[image: External link]
	12,282
	
	399.7%



	1820[image: External link]
	55,211
	
	349.5%



	1830[image: External link]
	157,445
	
	185.2%



	1840[image: External link]
	476,183
	
	202.4%



	1850[image: External link]
	851,470
	
	78.8%



	1860[image: External link]
	1,711,951
	
	101.1%



	1870[image: External link]
	2,539,891
	
	48.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	3,077,871
	
	21.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	3,826,352
	
	24.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	4,821,550
	
	26.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	5,638,591
	
	16.9%



	1920[image: External link]
	6,485,280
	
	15.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	7,630,654
	
	17.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	7,897,241
	
	3.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	8,712,176
	
	10.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	10,081,158
	
	15.7%



	1970[image: External link]
	11,113,976
	
	10.2%



	1980[image: External link]
	11,426,518
	
	2.8%



	1990[image: External link]
	11,430,602
	
	0.0%



	2000[image: External link]
	12,419,293
	
	8.6%



	2010[image: External link]
	12,830,632
	
	3.3%



	Est. 2016
	12,801,539
	
	−0.2%



	
Source:
1910–2010[59]

2015 Estimate[60]






The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Illinois was 12,801,539 on July 1, 2016, a 0.23% decrease since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[2] Illinois is the most populous state in the Midwest region[image: External link]. Chicago, the third most populous city in the United States[image: External link], is the center of the Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link]. Chicagoland[image: External link], as this area is known locally, comprises only 8% of the land area of the state, but contains 65% of the state's residents.

According to the 2010 Census[image: External link], the racial composition of the state was:


	71.5% White American[image: External link] (63.7% non-Hispanic white[image: External link], 7.8% White Hispanic[image: External link])

	14.5% Black[image: External link] or African American

	0.3% American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	4.6% Asian American[image: External link]


	2.3% Multiracial American[image: External link]


	6.8% some other race



In the same year 15.8% of the total population was of Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino origin (they may be of any race).[61]



	Illinois Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1990[62]
	2000[63]
	2010[64]



	White[image: External link]
	78.3%
	73.5%
	71.5%



	Black[image: External link]
	14.8%
	15.1%
	14.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.5%
	3.4%
	4.6%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.2%
	0.3%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–



	Other race[image: External link]
	4.2%
	5.8%
	6.7%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	1.9%
	2.3%




The state's most populous ethnic group, non-Hispanic white, has declined from 83.5% in 1970 to 63.3% in 2011.[40][65] As of 2011, 49.4% of Illinois's population younger than age 1 were minorities (note: children born to white Hispanics are counted as minority group).[66]

At the 2007 estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link], there were 1,768,518 foreign-born inhabitants of the state or 13.8% of the population, with 48.4% from Latin America, 24.6% from Asia, 22.8% from Europe, 2.9% from Africa, 1.2% from Northern America and 0.2% from Oceania. Of the foreign-born population, 43.7% were naturalized U.S. citizens[image: External link] and 56.3% were not U.S. citizens.[67] In 2007, 6.9% of Illinois' population was reported as being under age 5, 24.9% under age 18 and 12.1% were age 65 and over. Females made up approximately 50.7% of the population.[68]

According to the 2007 estimates, 21.1% of the population had German[image: External link] ancestry, 13.3% had Irish[image: External link] ancestry, 8% had British[image: External link] ancestry, 7.9% had Polish[image: External link] ancestry, 6.4% had Italian[image: External link] ancestry, 4.6% listed themselves as American[image: External link], 2.4% had Swedish[image: External link] ancestry, 2.2% had French[image: External link] ancestry, other than Basque[image: External link], 1.6% had Dutch[image: External link] ancestry, and 1.4% had Norwegian[image: External link] ancestry.[67] Illinois also has large numbers of African Americans[image: External link] and Latinos (mostly Mexicans[image: External link] and Puerto Ricans[image: External link]).

Chicago, along the shores of Lake Michigan, is the nation's third largest city. In 2000, 23.3% of Illinois' population lived in the city of Chicago, 43.3% in Cook County, and 65.6% in the counties of the Chicago metropolitan area[image: External link]: Will, DuPage, Kane, Lake, and McHenry counties, as well as Cook County. The remaining population lives in the smaller cities and rural areas that dot the state's plains. As of 2000, the state's center of population[image: External link] was at 41.278216°N 88.380238°W[image: External link], located in Grundy County[image: External link], northeast of the village of Mazon[image: External link].[25][28][46][69]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Birth data




Note: Births in table don't add up, because Hispanics are counted both by their ethnicity and by their race, giving a higher overall number.



	Live Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother



	Race[image: External link]
	2013[70]
	2014[71]
	2015[72]



	White[image: External link]:
	119,157 (75.9%)
	119,995 (75.7%)
	119,630 (75.6%)



	> Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	85,866 (54.7%)
	86,227 (54.4%)
	85,424 (54.0%)



	Black[image: External link]
	27,692 (17.6%)
	28,160 (17.8%)
	28,059 (17.7%)



	Asian[image: External link]
	9,848 (6.3%)
	10,174 (6.4%)
	10,222 (6.5%)



	Native[image: External link]
	234 (0.1%)
	227 (0.1%)
	205 (0.1%)



	Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	33,454 (21.3%)
	33,803 (21.3%)
	33,902 (21.4%)



	Total Illinois
	156,931 (100%)
	158,556 (100%)
	158,116 (100%)
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 Urban areas




See also: Illinois statistical areas[image: External link], List of cities in Illinois[image: External link], and List of towns and villages in Illinois[image: External link]


Chicago is the largest city in the state and the third most populous city[image: External link] in the United States, with its 2010 population of 2,695,598. The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] currently lists seven other cities with populations of over 100,000 within Illinois. Based upon the Census Bureau's official 2010 population:[73] Aurora[image: External link], a Chicago satellite town[image: External link] that eclipsed Rockford[image: External link] for the title of second most populous city in Illinois; its 2010 population was 197,899. Rockford, at 152,871, is the third largest city in the state, and is the largest city in the state not located within the Chicago suburbs. Joliet[image: External link], located in metropolitan Chicago, is the fourth largest city in the state, with a population of 147,433. Naperville[image: External link], a suburb of Chicago, is fifth with 141,853. Naperville and Aurora share a boundary along Illinois Route 59[image: External link]. Springfield[image: External link], the state's capital, comes in as sixth most populous with 117,352 residents. Peoria[image: External link], which decades ago was the second-most populous city in the state, is seventh with 115,007. The eighth largest and final city in the 100,000 club is Elgin[image: External link], a northwest suburb of Chicago, with a 2010 population of 108,188.

The most populated city in the state south of Springfield[image: External link] is Belleville[image: External link], with 44,478 people at the 2010 census[image: External link]. It is located in the Illinois portion of Greater St. Louis[image: External link] (often called the Metro-East[image: External link] area), which has a rapidly growing population of over 700,000 people.

Other major urban areas include the Champaign-Urbana Metropolitan Area[image: External link], which has a combined population of almost 230,000 people, the Illinois portion of the Quad Cities[image: External link] area with about 215,000 people, and the Bloomington-Normal[image: External link] area with a combined population of over 165,000.

Major cities and towns



	
 



	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






Largest cities or towns in Illinois

Source?






	
	Rank[image: External link]
	Name[image: External link]
	County[image: External link]
	Pop.[image: External link]
	



	1
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Cook[image: External link]
	2,704,958



	2
	Aurora[image: External link]
	Kane[image: External link]
	201,110



	3
	Joliet[image: External link]
	Will[image: External link]
	148,262



	4
	Rockford[image: External link]
	Winnebago[image: External link]
	147,651



	5
	Naperville[image: External link]
	DuPage[image: External link]
	147,122



	6
	Springfield[image: External link]
	Sangamon[image: External link]
	115,715



	7
	Peoria[image: External link]
	Peoria[image: External link]
	114,265



	8
	Elgin[image: External link]
	Kane[image: External link]
	112,123



	9
	Waukegan[image: External link]
	Lake[image: External link]
	88,182



	10
	Champaign[image: External link]
	Champaign[image: External link]
	86,637
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of Illinois[image: External link]


The official language[image: External link] of Illinois is English[image: External link],[74] although between 1923 and 1969 state law gave official status to "the American language." Nearly 80% of people in Illinois speak English natively, and most of the rest speak it fluently as a second language.[75] A number of dialects of American English[image: External link] are spoken, ranging from Inland Northern American English[image: External link] and African American Vernacular English[image: External link] around Chicago, to Midland American English[image: External link] in Central Illinois to Southern American English[image: External link] in the far south.

Over 20% of Illinoians speak a language other than English at home, of which Spanish[image: External link] is by far the most widespread at more than 12% of the total population.[76] A sizeable number of Polish[image: External link] speakers is present in the Chicago Metropolitan Area[image: External link].
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 Religion
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 Christianity




Roman Catholics constitute the single largest religious denomination in Illinois; they are heavily concentrated in and around Chicago, and account for nearly 30% of the state's population.[78] However, taken together as a group, the various Protestant denominations comprise a greater percentage of the state's population than do Catholics. In 2010 Catholics in Illinois numbered 3,648,907. The largest Protestant denominations were the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with 314,461, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link], with 283,519 members. Illinois has one of the largest concentrations of Missouri Synod Lutherans[image: External link] in the United States.
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 Importance in the Latter Day Saint Movement




Illinois played an important role in the early Latter Day Saint movement[image: External link], with Nauvoo, Illinois[image: External link], becoming a gathering place for Mormons in the early 1840s. Nauvoo was the location of the succession crisis[image: External link], which led to the separation of the Mormon movement into several Latter Day Saint sects[image: External link]. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], the largest of the sects to emerge from the Mormon schism, has over 55,000 adherents in Illinois today.[79]
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 Other religions




Chicago and its suburbs are also home to a large and growing population of Hindus[image: External link], Muslims[image: External link], Baha'is[image: External link] and Buddhists[image: External link].[80] Muslims constituted the largest non-Christian group with 359,264 adherents.[81] Illinois has the largest concentration of Muslims by state in the country with 2800 Muslims per 100,000 citizens.[82] The largest and oldest surviving Bahá'í House of Worship[image: External link] in the world is located in Wilmette, Illinois[image: External link] and the oldest standing mosque in the U.S. is the Al-Sadiq Mosque[image: External link] of the Ahmadiyya[image: External link] Muslim Community, located in the Bronzeville[image: External link] neighbourhood of Chicago. The Chicago area has a large Jewish[image: External link] community, particularly in the suburbs of Skokie[image: External link] and Morton Grove[image: External link]. Current Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel[image: External link] is the Windy City's first Jewish Mayor.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Illinois[image: External link]


See also: Illinois locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The dollar gross state product[image: External link] for Illinois was estimated to be US$772 billion in 2015.[83] The state's 2010 per capita gross state product[image: External link] was estimated to be US$45,302,[84] and its per capita personal income[image: External link] was estimated to be US$41,411 in 2009.[85]

As of September 2015, the state's unemployment rate was 6%.[86]
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 Taxes




Illinois' state income tax[image: External link] is calculated by multiplying net income[image: External link] by a flat rate[image: External link]. In 1990, that rate was set at 3%, but in 2010, the General Assembly voted in a temporary increase in the rate to 5%; the new rate went into effect on January 1, 2011; the personal income rate partially sunset on January 1, 2015 to 3.75%, while the corporate income tax fell to 5.25%.[87][88] There are two rates for state sales tax[image: External link]: 6.25% for general merchandise and 1% for qualifying food, drugs, and medical appliances.[89] The property tax[image: External link] is a major source of tax revenue for local government taxing districts. The property tax is a local—not state—tax, imposed by local government taxing districts, which include counties, townships[image: External link], municipalities, school districts[image: External link], and special taxation districts. The property tax in Illinois is imposed only on real property[image: External link].[25][28][46]
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 Agriculture




Illinois' major agricultural outputs are corn[image: External link], soybeans[image: External link], hogs[image: External link], cattle[image: External link], dairy products[image: External link], and wheat. In most years, Illinois is either the first or second state for the highest production of soybeans, with a harvest of 427.7 million bushels (11.64 million metric tons[image: External link]) in 2008, after Iowa's production of 444.82 million bushels (12.11 million metric tons[image: External link]).[90] Illinois ranks second in U.S. corn production with more than 1.5 billion bushels produced annually.[91] With a production capacity of 1.5 billion gallons per year, Illinois is a top producer of ethanol; ranking third in the United States in 2011.[92] Illinois is a leader in food manufacturing and meat processing.[93] Although Chicago may no longer be "Hog Butcher for the World[image: External link]," the Chicago area remains a global center for food manufacture and meat processing[image: External link],[93] with many plants, processing houses, and distribution facilities concentrated in the area of the former Union Stock Yards[image: External link].[94] Illinois also produces wine[image: External link], and the state is home to two American viticultural areas[image: External link]. In the area of The Meeting of the Great Rivers Scenic Byway, peaches and apples are grown. The German immigrants from agricultural backgrounds who settled in Illinois in the mid- to late 19th century are in part responsible for the profusion of fruit orchards in that area of Illinois.[95] Illinois' universities are actively researching alternative agricultural products as alternative crops.
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 Manufacturing




Illinois is one of the nation's manufacturing leaders, boasting annual value added productivity by manufacturing of over $107 billion in 2006. As of 2011, Illinois is ranked as the 4th most productive manufacturing state in the country, behind California, Texas, and Ohio.[96] About three-quarters of the state's manufacturers are located in the Northeastern Opportunity Return Region, with 38 percent of Illinois' approximately 18,900 manufacturing plants located in Cook County. As of 2006, the leading manufacturing industries in Illinois, based upon value-added, were chemical manufacturing ($18.3 billion), machinery manufacturing ($13.4 billion), food manufacturing ($12.9 billion), fabricated metal products ($11.5 billion), transportation equipment ($7.4 billion), plastics and rubber products ($7.0 billion), and computer and electronic products ($6.1 billion).[97]
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 Services




By the early 2000s, Illinois' economy had moved toward a dependence on high-value-added services, such as financial trading, higher education, law, logistics, and medicine. In some cases, these services clustered around institutions that hearkened back to Illinois' earlier economies. For example, the Chicago Mercantile Exchange[image: External link], a trading exchange for global derivatives[image: External link], had begun its life as an agricultural futures market[image: External link]. Other important non-manufacturing industries include publishing, tourism, and energy production and distribution.
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 Energy




See also: List of power stations in Illinois[image: External link] and Solar power in Illinois[image: External link]


Illinois is a net importer of fuels for energy, despite large coal resources and some minor oil production. Illinois exports electricity, ranking fifth among states in electricity production and seventh in electricity consumption.[98]
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 Coal




The coal industry of Illinois has its origins in the middle 19th century, when entrepreneurs such as Jacob Loose discovered coal in locations such as Sangamon County[image: External link]. Jacob Bunn[image: External link] contributed to the development of the Illinois coal industry, and was a founder and owner of the Western Coal & Mining Company of Illinois. About 68% of Illinois has coal-bearing strata of the Pennsylvanian[image: External link] geologic period. According to the Illinois State Geological Survey, 211 billion tons of bituminous coal[image: External link] are estimated to lie under the surface, having a total heating value greater than the estimated oil deposits in the Arabian Peninsula[image: External link].[99] However, this coal has a high sulfur[image: External link] content, which causes acid rain[image: External link] unless special equipment is used to reduce sulfur dioxide[image: External link] emissions[image: External link].[25][28][46] Many Illinois power plants[image: External link] are not equipped to burn high-sulfur coal. In 1999, Illinois produced 40.4 million tons of coal, but only 17 million tons (42%) of Illinois coal was consumed in Illinois. Most of the coal produced in Illinois is exported to other states and countries. In 2008, Illinois exported 3 million tons of coal and was projected to export 9 million tons in 2011, as demand for energy grows in places such as China, India, elsewise in Asia and Europe.[100] As of 2010, Illinois was ranked third in recoverable coal reserves at producing mines in the Nation.[92] Most of the coal produced in Illinois is exported to other states, while much of the coal burned for power in Illinois (21 million tons in 1998) is mined in the Powder River Basin[image: External link] of Wyoming[image: External link].[98]

Mattoon[image: External link] was recently chosen as the site for the Department of Energy[image: External link]'s FutureGen[image: External link] project, a 275 megawatt experimental zero emission[image: External link] coal-burning power plant that the DOE just gave a second round of funding. In 2010, after a number of setbacks, the city of Mattoon backed out of the project.[101]
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 Petroleum




Illinois is a leading refiner of petroleum in the American Midwest[image: External link], with a combined crude oil distillation capacity of nearly 900,000 barrels per day (140,000 m3/d). However, Illinois has very limited crude oil proved reserves that account for less than 1% of U.S. crude oil proved reserves. Residential heating is 81% natural gas compared to less than 1% heating oil[image: External link]. Illinois is ranked 14th in oil production[image: External link] among states, with a daily output of approximately 28,000 barrels (4,500 m3) in 2005.[102][103]
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 Nuclear power




Main article: Nuclear power in the United States[image: External link]


Nuclear power[image: External link] arguably began in Illinois with the Chicago Pile-1[image: External link], the world's first artificial self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction[image: External link] in the world's first nuclear reactor[image: External link], built on the University of Chicago[image: External link] campus. There are six operating nuclear power plants[image: External link] in Illinois: Braidwood[image: External link]; Byron[image: External link]; Clinton[image: External link]; Dresden[image: External link]; LaSalle[image: External link]; and Quad Cities[image: External link].[104] With the exception of the single-unit Clinton plant, each of these facilities has two reactors. Three reactors have been permanently shut down and are in various stages of decommissioning: Dresden-1[image: External link] and Zion-1 and 2[image: External link]. Illinois ranked first in the nation in 2010 in both nuclear capacity and nuclear generation. Generation from its nuclear power plants accounted for 12 percent of the Nation's total.[92] In 2007, 48% of Illinois' electricity was generated using nuclear power.[105] The Morris Operation[image: External link] is the only de facto high-level radioactive waste storage site in the United States.
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 Wind power




Main article: Wind power in Illinois[image: External link]


Illinois has seen growing interest in the use of wind power[image: External link] for electrical generation.[106] Most of Illinois was rated in 2009 as "marginal or fair" for wind energy production by the U.S. Department of Energy[image: External link], with some western sections rated "good" and parts of the south rated "poor".[107] These ratings are for wind turbines with 50-metre (160 ft) hub heights; newer wind turbines are taller, enabling them to reach stronger winds farther from the ground[image: External link]. As a result, more areas of Illinois have become prospective wind farm sites. As of September 2009, Illinois had 1116.06 MW[image: External link] of installed wind power nameplate capacity[image: External link] with another 741.9 MW under construction.[108] Illinois ranked ninth among U.S. states in installed wind power capacity, and sixteenth by potential capacity.[108] Large wind farms[image: External link] in Illinois include Twin Groves[image: External link], Rail Splitter[image: External link], EcoGrove[image: External link], and Mendota Hills[image: External link].[108]

As of 2007, wind energy represented only 1.7% of Illinois' energy production, and it was estimated that wind power could provide 5–10% of the state's energy needs.[109][110] Also, the Illinois General Assembly[image: External link] mandated in 2007 that by 2025, 25% of all electricity generated in Illinois is to come from renewable resources[image: External link].[111]
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 Biofuels




Illinois is ranked second in corn[image: External link] production among U.S. states, and Illinois corn is used to produce 40% of the ethanol[image: External link] consumed in the United States.[91] The Archer Daniels Midland[image: External link] corporation in Decatur, Illinois[image: External link] is the world's leading producer of ethanol from corn.

The National Corn-to-Ethanol Research Center (NCERC), the world's only facility dedicated to researching the ways and means of converting corn (maize) to ethanol is located on the campus of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville[image: External link].[112][113]

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign[image: External link] is one of the partners in the Energy Biosciences Institute[image: External link] (EBI), a $500 million biofuels research project funded by petroleum giant BP[image: External link].[114][115]
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 Arts and culture
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 Museums




For a more comprehensive list, see List of museums in Illinois[image: External link].

Illinois has numerous museums; the greatest concentration of these is in Chicago. Several museums in the city of Chicago are considered some of the best in the world. These include the John G. Shedd Aquarium[image: External link], the Field Museum of Natural History[image: External link], the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], the Adler Planetarium[image: External link], and the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link].

The modern Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Springfield is the largest and most attended presidential library[image: External link] in the country. The Illinois State Museum boasts a collection of 13.5 million objects that tell the story of Illinois life, land, people, and art. The ISM is among only 5% of the nation's museums that are accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. Other historical museums in the state include the Polish Museum of America[image: External link] in Chicago; Magnolia Manor[image: External link] in Cairo[image: External link]; Easley Pioneer Museum[image: External link] in Ipava[image: External link]; the Elihu Benjamin Washburne[image: External link]; Ulysses S. Grant Homes[image: External link], both in Galena[image: External link]; and the Chanute Air Museum, located on the former Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul.

The Chicago metropolitan area also has two zoos: The very large Brookfield Zoo[image: External link], located approximately 13 miles west of the city center in suburban Brookfield[image: External link], contains over 2300 animals and covers 216 acres (87 ha). The Lincoln Park Zoo[image: External link] is located in huge Lincoln Park[image: External link] on Chicago's North Side, approximately 3 miles (4.8 km) north of the Loop[image: External link]. The zoo covers over 35 acres (14 ha) within the park.
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 Music




Main article: Music of Illinois[image: External link]


Illinois is a leader in music education having hosted the Midwest Clinic: An International Band and Orchestra Conference since 1946, as well being home to the Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA), one of the largest professional music educator's organizations in the country. Each summer since 2004, Southern Illinois University Carbondale[image: External link] has played host to the Southern Illinois Music Festival, which presents dozens of performances throughout the region. Past featured artists include the Eroica Trio[image: External link] and violinist David Kim[image: External link].

Chicago, in the northeast corner of the state, is a major center for music[image: External link][116] in the midwestern United States[image: External link] where distinctive forms of blues (greatly responsible for the future creation of rock and roll[image: External link]), and house music[image: External link], a genre of electronic dance music, were developed.

The Great Migration[image: External link] of poor black workers from the South into the industrial cities brought traditional jazz[image: External link] and blues music[image: External link] to the city, resulting in Chicago blues[image: External link] and "Chicago-style" Dixieland[image: External link] jazz[image: External link]. Notable blues artists included Muddy Waters[image: External link], Junior Wells[image: External link], Howlin' Wolf[image: External link] and both Sonny Boy Williamsons[image: External link]; jazz greats included Nat King Cole[image: External link], Gene Ammons[image: External link], Benny Goodman[image: External link] and Bud Freeman[image: External link]. Chicago is also well known for its soul music[image: External link].

In the early 1930s, Gospel music[image: External link] began to gain popularity in Chicago due to Thomas A. Dorsey[image: External link]'s contributions at Pilgrim Baptist Church[image: External link].

In the 1980s and 1990s, heavy rock[image: External link], punk[image: External link] and hip hop[image: External link] also became popular in Chicago. Orchestras[image: External link] in Chicago include the Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the Lyric Opera of Chicago[image: External link] and the Chicago Sinfonietta[image: External link].[117]
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 Sports




For a more comprehensive list, see List of professional sports teams in Illinois[image: External link].
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 Major league teams




As one of the United States' major metropolises, all major sports leagues[image: External link] have teams headquartered in Chicago.


	Two Major League Baseball[image: External link] teams are located in the state. The Chicago Cubs[image: External link] of the National League[image: External link] play in the second-oldest major league stadium (Wrigley Field[image: External link]) and are widely known for having the longest championship drought in all of major American sport: not winning the World Series[image: External link] since 1908[image: External link].[118][119] That drought finally came to an end when the Cubs beat the Cleveland Indians in seven games to win the 2016 World Series. The Chicago White Sox[image: External link] of the American League[image: External link] won the World Series[image: External link] in 2005[image: External link], their first since 1917[image: External link]. They play on the city's south side at Guaranteed Rate Field[image: External link].

	The Chicago Bears[image: External link] football team has won nine total NFL Championships[image: External link], the last occurring in Super Bowl XX on January 26, 1986.

	The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] of the NBA[image: External link] is one of the most recognized basketball teams[image: External link] in the world, due largely to the efforts of Michael Jordan[image: External link], who led the team to six NBA championships in eight seasons in the 1990s.

	The Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link] of the NHL[image: External link] began playing in 1926[image: External link] as a member of the Original Sixand have won six Stanley Cups[image: External link], most recently in 2015[image: External link].

	The Chicago Fire soccer club[image: External link] is a member of MLS[image: External link] and has been one of the league's most successful and best-supported clubs since its founding in 1997, winning one league and four Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cups[image: External link] in that timespan.

	The Chicago Sky[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link], a franchise in the pro league since 2006.
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 Minor league teams




Many minor league[image: External link] teams also call Illinois their home. They include:


	The Chicago Red Stars[image: External link] of the NWSL[image: External link], previously of Women's Professional Soccer League (WPS) and Women's Premier Soccer League (WPSL)[120]


	The Chicago Wolves[image: External link] are an AHL[image: External link] team

	The Chicago Bandits[image: External link] of the NPF[image: External link], a female softball league; won first title in 2008

	The Windy City Bulls[image: External link] of the NBA D-League[image: External link]


	The Peoria Chiefs[image: External link] of the Midwest League[image: External link]


	The Peoria Rivermen[image: External link] are an SPHL[image: External link] team

	The Rockford IceHogs[image: External link] are an AHL[image: External link] team

	The Kane County Cougars[image: External link] of the Midwest League[image: External link]


	The Normal CornBelters[image: External link] of the Frontier League[image: External link]


	The Bloomington Thunder[image: External link] of the USHL[image: External link]


	The Bloomington Flex[image: External link] of the Midwest Professional Basketball Association[image: External link]


	The Bloomington Edge[image: External link] of the X-League Indoor Football[image: External link]


	The Joliet Slammers[image: External link] of the Frontier League[image: External link]


	The Rockford Aviators[image: External link] of the Frontier League[image: External link]


	The Schaumburg Boomers[image: External link] of the Frontier League[image: External link]


	The Southern Illinois Miners[image: External link] based out of Marion[image: External link] in the Frontier League[image: External link]


	The Chicago Carnage of the MLRH[image: External link]


	The Gateway Grizzlies[image: External link] of the Frontier League[image: External link] in Sauget, Illinois[image: External link]
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 College sports




The state features 13 athletic programs that compete in NCAA Division I, the highest level of U.S. college sports.

The two most prominent are the Illinois Fighting Illini[image: External link] and Northwestern Wildcats[image: External link], both members of the Big Ten Conference[image: External link] and the only ones competing in one of the so-called "Power Five conferences[image: External link]". The Fighting Illini football team has won five national championships and three Rose Bowl Games[image: External link], whereas the men's basketball team has won 17 conference season and played five Final Fours. Meanwhile, the Wildcats have won eight football conference championships and one Rose Bowl Game.

The Northern Illinois Huskies[image: External link] from DeKalb, Illinois compete in the Mid-American Conference[image: External link] winning 4 conference championships and earning a bid in the Orange Bowl[image: External link] along with producing Heisman candidate Jordan Lynch[image: External link] at quarterback. The Huskies are the state's only other team competing in the Football Bowl Subdivision, the top level of NCAA football.

Four schools have football programs that compete in the second level of Division I football, the Football Championship Subdivision[image: External link]. The Illinois State Redbirds[image: External link] (Normal, adjacent to Bloomington) and Southern Illinois Salukis[image: External link] (the latter representing Southern Illinois University's main campus in Carbondale) are members of the Missouri Valley Conference[image: External link] (MVC) for non-football sports and the Missouri Valley Football Conference (MVFC). The Western Illinois Leathernecks[image: External link] (Macomb) are full members of the Summit League[image: External link], which does not sponsor football, and also compete in the MVFC. The Eastern Illinois Panthers[image: External link] (Charleston) are members of the Ohio Valley Conference[image: External link] (OVC).

The city of Chicago is home to four Division I programs that do not sponsor football. The DePaul Blue Demons[image: External link], with main campuses in Lincoln Park and the Loop, are members of the Big East Conference[image: External link]. The Loyola Ramblers[image: External link], with their main campus straddling the Edgewater and Rogers Park community areas on the city's far north side, compete in the MVC. The UIC Flames[image: External link], from the Near West Side next to the Loop, are in the Horizon League[image: External link]. The Chicago State Cougars[image: External link], from the city's south side, compete in the Western Athletic Conference[image: External link].

Finally, two non-football Division I programs are located downstate. The Bradley Braves[image: External link] (Peoria) are MVC members, and the SIU Edwardsville Cougars[image: External link] (in the Metro East region across the Mississippi River from St. Louis) compete in the OVC.
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 Former Chicago sports franchises
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 Folded teams




The city was formerly home to several other teams that either failed to survive, or that belonged to leagues that folded.


	The Chicago Blitz[image: External link], United States Football League[image: External link] 1982–84

	The Chicago Sting[image: External link], North American Soccer League[image: External link] 1975–84 and Major Indoor Soccer League[image: External link]


	The Chicago Cougars[image: External link], World Hockey Association[image: External link] 1972–75

	The Chicago Rockers, Continental Basketball Association[image: External link]


	The Chicago Skyliners[image: External link], American Basketball Association[image: External link] 2000–01

	The Chicago Bruisers[image: External link], Arena Football League[image: External link] 1987–1989

	The Chicago Power[image: External link], National Professional Soccer League[image: External link] 1984–2001

	The Chicago Blaze[image: External link], National Women's Basketball League[image: External link]


	The Chicago Machine[image: External link], Major League Lacrosse[image: External link]


	The Chicago Whales[image: External link] of the Federal Baseball League, a rival league to Major League Baseball from 1914 to 1916

	The Chicago American Giants[image: External link] of the Negro baseball league[image: External link], 1910–1952

	The Chicago Bruins[image: External link] of the National Basketball League[image: External link], 1939–42

	The Chicago Studebaker Flyers[image: External link] of the NBL[image: External link], 1942–43

	The Chicago American Gears[image: External link] of the NBL, 1944–47

	The Chicago Stags[image: External link] of the Basketball Association of America[image: External link], 1946–50

	The Chicago Majors[image: External link] of the American Basketball League, 1961–63

	The Chicago Express[image: External link] of the ECHL[image: External link]


	The Chicago Enforcers[image: External link] of the XFL[image: External link] pro football league

	The Chicago Fire[image: External link], World Football League[image: External link] 1974

	The Chicago Winds[image: External link], World Football League[image: External link] 1975

	The Chicago Hustle[image: External link], Women's Professional Basketball League[image: External link] 1978–81

	The Chicago Mustangs[image: External link], North American Soccer League[image: External link] 1966–67

	The Chicago Storm[image: External link], Ultimate Soccer League[image: External link] 2004–05

	The Chicago Rush[image: External link], Arena Football League[image: External link] 2001–13
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 Relocated teams




The NFL's Arizona Cardinals[image: External link], who currently play in the Phoenix[image: External link] suburb of Glendale, Arizona[image: External link], played in Chicago as the Chicago Cardinals[image: External link], until moving to St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] after the 1959 season. An NBA expansion team known as the Chicago Packers[image: External link] in 1961–62 and the Chicago Zephyrs[image: External link] the following year moved to Baltimore[image: External link] after the 1962–63 season. The franchise is now known as the Washington Wizards[image: External link].
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 Professional sports teams outside of Chicago




The Peoria Chiefs[image: External link] and Kane County Cougars[image: External link] are minor league baseball teams affiliated with MLB. The Schaumburg Boomers[image: External link] and Lake County Fielders[image: External link] are members of the North American League[image: External link], and the Southern Illinois Miners[image: External link], Gateway Grizzlies[image: External link], Joliet Slammers[image: External link], Windy City ThunderBolts[image: External link] and Normal CornBelters[image: External link] belong to the Frontier League[image: External link].

In addition to the Chicago Wolves, the AHL also has the Rockford IceHogs[image: External link] serving as the AHL affiliate of the Chicago Blackhawks. The second incarnation of the Peoria Rivermen[image: External link] plays in the SPHL[image: External link].
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 Motor racing




Motor racing[image: External link] oval tracks at the Chicagoland Speedway[image: External link] in Joliet[image: External link], the Chicago Motor Speedway[image: External link] in Cicero[image: External link] and the Gateway International Raceway[image: External link] in Madison[image: External link], near St. Louis, have hosted NASCAR[image: External link], CART[image: External link], and IRL[image: External link] races, whereas the Sports Car Club of America[image: External link], among other national and regional road racing[image: External link] clubs, have visited the Autobahn Country Club[image: External link] in Joliet, the Blackhawk Farms Raceway[image: External link] in South Beloit[image: External link] and the former Meadowdale International Raceway[image: External link] in Carpentersville[image: External link]. Illinois also has several short tracks[image: External link] and dragstrips[image: External link]. The dragstrip at Gateway International Raceway and the Route 66 Raceway[image: External link], which sits on the same property as the Chicagoland Speedway, both host NHRA[image: External link] drag races.
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 Golf




Illinois features several golf courses such as Olympia Fields[image: External link], Medinah[image: External link], Midlothian[image: External link], Cog Hill[image: External link] and Conway Farms[image: External link], which have often hosted the BMW Championship[image: External link], Western Open[image: External link] and Women's Western Open[image: External link].

Also, the state has hosted 13 editions of the U.S. Open[image: External link] (latest at Olympia Fields in 2003), six edition of the PGA Championship[image: External link] (latest at Medinah in 2006), three editions of the U.S. Women's Open[image: External link] (latest at The Merit Club), the 2009 Solheim Cup[image: External link] (at Rich Harvest Farms) and the 2012 Ryder Cup[image: External link] (at Medinah).

The John Deere Classic[image: External link] is a regular PGA Tour[image: External link] event played in the Quad Cities since 1971, whereas the Encompass Championship[image: External link] is a Champions Tour[image: External link] event since 2013. Previously the LPGA State Farm Classic[image: External link] was an LPGA Tour[image: External link] event from 1976 to 2011.
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 Parks and recreation




For a more comprehensive list, see List of protected areas of Illinois[image: External link].

The Illinois state parks[image: External link] system began in 1908 with what is now Fort Massac[image: External link] State Park, becoming the first park in a system encompassing over 60 parks and about the same number of recreational and wildlife areas.

Areas under the protection and control of the National Park Service[image: External link] include: the Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor[image: External link] near Lockport[image: External link];[121] the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail[image: External link]; the Lincoln Home National Historic Site[image: External link] in Springfield; the Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail[image: External link]; the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail[image: External link]; the American Discovery Trail[image: External link],[122] and the Pullman National Monument[image: External link]. The Federal government also manages the Shawnee National Forest[image: External link] and the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie[image: External link].
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 Law and government




Main articles: Government of Illinois[image: External link] and Law of Illinois[image: External link]


The government of Illinois[image: External link], under the Constitution of Illinois[image: External link], has three branches of government: Executive, legislative and judicial. The executive branch is split into several statewide elected offices, with the Governor as chief executive. Legislative functions are granted to the Illinois General Assembly. The judiciary is composed of the Supreme Court and lower courts.

The Illinois General Assembly[image: External link] is the state legislature, composed of the 118-member Illinois House of Representatives[image: External link] and the 59-member Illinois Senate[image: External link]. The members of the General Assembly are elected at the beginning of each even-numbered year. The Illinois Compiled Statutes[image: External link] (ILCS) are the codified[image: External link] statutes of a general and permanent nature.[123][124]

The executive branch is composed of six elected officers and their offices as well as numerous other departments.[125] The six elected officers are the:[125] Governor[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], Comptroller[image: External link], and Treasurer[image: External link]. The government of Illinois has numerous departments, agencies, boards and commissions, but the so-called code departments provide most of the state's services.[125][126]

The Judiciary of Illinois[image: External link] is the unified court system of Illinois. It consists of the Supreme Court[image: External link], Appellate Court[image: External link], and Circuit Courts[image: External link]. The Supreme Court oversees the administration of the court system.

The administrative divisions of Illinois[image: External link] are counties, townships, precincts, cities, towns, villages, and special-purpose districts.[127] The basic subdivision of Illinois are the 102 counties.[128] 85 Of the 102 counties are in turn divided into townships and precincts.[128][129] Municipal governments are the cities, villages, and incorporated towns.[128] Some localities possess home rule[image: External link], which allows them to govern themselves to a certain extent.[130]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Illinois[image: External link]
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 Party balance




Illinois is a Democratic stronghold[image: External link] and considered one of the most Democratic states in the nation.[131] Historically, Illinois was a political swing state[image: External link], with near-parity existing between the Republican[image: External link] and the Democratic[image: External link] parties. However, in recent elections, the Democratic Party has gained ground and Illinois has come to be seen as a solid "blue" state[image: External link] in presidential contests.[132][133] Chicago and most of Cook County votes have long been strongly Democratic. However, the "collar counties[image: External link]" (the suburbs surrounding Chicago's Cook County, Illinois[image: External link]), can be seen as moderate voting districts.[134][135] College towns like Carbondale, Champaign and Normal also lean Democratic.

Republicans continue to prevail in the outlying Chicago exurban areas, as well as rural northern and central Illinois; Republican support is also strong in southern Illinois, outside of the East St. Louis[image: External link] metropolitan area. From 1920[image: External link] until 1972[image: External link], the state was carried by the victor of each of these presidential elections – 14 elections.[136] In fact, Illinois was long seen as a national bellwether,[137] supporting the winner in every election in the 20th century except for 1916[image: External link] and 1976[image: External link]. By contrast, Illinois has trended more toward the Democratic party and such, has voted for their presidential candidates in the last six elections; in 2000[image: External link], George W. Bush[image: External link] became the first Republican to win the presidency without carrying Illinois or Vermont[image: External link]. Chicago resident and former president Barack Obama[image: External link] easily won the state's 21 electoral votes in 2008, with 61.9% of the vote. In 2010, incumbent Governor Pat Quinn[image: External link] was re-elected with 47% of the vote, while Republican Mark Kirk was elected to the Senate with 48% of the vote. In 2012, President Obama easily carried Illinois again with 58% to Republican Mitt Romney's 41%. In 2014, Republican Bruce Rauner defeated Governor Quinn 50% – 46% to become Illinois' first Republican governor in 12 years when he was sworn in on January 12, 2015, while Democratic Senator Dick Durbin was re-elected with 53% of the vote. In 2016, Hillary Clinton[image: External link] carried Illinois with 55% of the vote and Tammy Duckworth[image: External link] defeated incumbent Mark Kirk 54% to 40%.
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 History of corruption




Main article: Political corruption in Illinois[image: External link]


Politics in the state have been infamous for highly visible corruption cases, as well as for crusading reformers, such as governors Adlai Stevenson[image: External link] and James R. Thompson[image: External link]. In 2006, former Governor George Ryan[image: External link] was convicted of racketeering and bribery, leading to a  6 1⁄2-year prison sentence. In 2008, then-Governor Rod Blagojevich[image: External link] was served with a criminal complaint on corruption charges, stemming from allegations that he conspired to sell the vacated Senate seat left by President Barack Obama[image: External link] to the highest bidder. Subsequently, on December 7, 2011, Rod Blagojevich[image: External link] was sentenced to 14 years in prison for those charges, as well as perjury while testifying during the case, totaling 18 convictions. In the late 20th century, Congressman Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link] was imprisoned for mail fraud; former governor and federal judge Otto Kerner, Jr.[image: External link] was imprisoned for bribery; Secretary of State Paul Powell[image: External link] was investigated and found to have gained great wealth through bribes, and State Auditor of Public Accounts (Comptroller) Orville Hodge[image: External link] was imprisoned for embezzlement. In 1912, William Lorimer, the GOP boss of Chicago, was expelled from the U.S. Senate for bribery and in 1921, Governor Len Small[image: External link] was found to have defrauded the state of a million dollars.[28][46][138]



	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	38.76% 2,146,015

	
55.83% 3,090,729




	2012[image: External link]
	40.66% 2,135,216

	
57.50% 3,019,512




	2008[image: External link]
	36.73% 2,031,179

	
61.83% 3,419,348




	2004[image: External link]
	44.48% 2,345,946

	
54.82% 2,891,550




	2000[image: External link]
	42.58% 2,019,421

	
54.60% 2,589,026




	1996[image: External link]
	36.81% 1,587,021

	
54.32% 2,341,744




	1992[image: External link]
	34.34% 1,734,096

	
48.58% 2,453,350




	1988[image: External link]
	
50.69% 2,310,939

	48.60% 2,215,940




	1984[image: External link]
	
56.17% 2,707,103

	43.30% 2,086,499




	1980[image: External link]
	
49.65% 2,359,049

	41.72% 1,981,413




	1976[image: External link]
	
50.10% 2,364,269

	48.13% 2,271,295




	1972[image: External link]
	
59.03% 2,788,179

	40.51% 1,913,472




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.08% 2,174,774

	44.15% 2,039,814




	1964[image: External link]
	40.53% 1,905,946

	
59.47% 2,796,833




	1960[image: External link]
	49.80% 2,368,988

	
49.98% 2,377,846
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 U.S. Presidents from Illinois




Three presidents have claimed Illinois as their political base: Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], and Barack Obama[image: External link]. Lincoln was born in Kentucky[image: External link], but moved to Illinois at the age of 21; he served in the General Assembly[image: External link] and represented the 7th congressional district[image: External link] in the US House of Representatives before his election as President. Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link] was born in Ohio[image: External link] and had a military career that precluded settling down, but on the eve of the Civil War, and approaching middle age, Grant moved to Illinois and thus claimed it as his home when running for President. Barack Obama[image: External link] was born and raised in Hawaii[image: External link] (other than a four-year period of his childhood spent in Indonesia[image: External link]) and made Illinois his home and base after completing law school[image: External link] and later represented the state in the US Senate.

Only one person elected President of the United States was actually born in Illinois. Ronald Reagan[image: External link] was born in Tampico[image: External link], raised in Dixon[image: External link] and educated at Eureka College[image: External link]. Reagan moved to Los Angeles as a young adult and later became Governor of California[image: External link] before being elected President.
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 African-American U.S. senators




Nine African-Americans[image: External link] have served as members of the United States Senate[image: External link]. Three of them have represented Illinois, the most of any single state: Carol Moseley-Braun[image: External link], Barack Obama[image: External link],[139] and Roland Burris[image: External link], who was appointed to replace Obama after his election to the presidency. Moseley-Braun was the first African-American woman to become a U.S. Senator.
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 Political families




Two families from Illinois have played particularly prominent roles in the Democratic Party[image: External link], gaining both statewide and national fame.
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 Stevensons




The Stevenson family[image: External link], rooted in central Illinois, has provided four generations of Illinois elected leadership.


	
Adlai Stevenson I[image: External link] (1835–1914) was a Vice President of the United States, as well as a Congressman[image: External link]


	
Lewis Stevenson[image: External link] (1868–1932), son of Adlai, served as Illinois Secretary of State[image: External link].

	
Adlai Stevenson II[image: External link] (1900–1965), son of Lewis, served as Governor of Illinois[image: External link] and as the US Ambassador to the United Nations; he was also the Democratic party's presidential nominee in 1952[image: External link] and 1956[image: External link], losing both elections to Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link].

	
Adlai Stevenson III[image: External link] (1930– ), son of Adlai II, served ten years as a United States Senator[image: External link].
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 Daleys




The Daley family[image: External link]'s powerbase was in Chicago.


	
Richard J. Daley[image: External link] (1902–1976) served as Mayor of Chicago[image: External link] from 1955 to his death.

	
Richard M. Daley[image: External link] (1942– ), son of Richard J, was Chicago's longest serving mayor, in office from 1989 to 2011.

	
William M. Daley[image: External link] (1948– ), another son of Richard J, is a former White House Chief of Staff[image: External link] and has served in a variety of appointed positions.
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 Education
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 Illinois State Board of education




Main article: Illinois State Board of Education[image: External link]


The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) is autonomous of the governor and the state legislature, and administers public education[image: External link] in the state. Local municipalities and their respective school districts[image: External link] operate individual public schools but the ISBE audits performance of public schools with the Illinois School Report Card[image: External link]. The ISBE also makes recommendations to state leaders concerning education spending and policies.
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 Primary and secondary schools




See also: List of school districts in Illinois[image: External link] and List of high schools in Illinois[image: External link]


Education is compulsory from ages 7 to 17 in Illinois. Schools are commonly but not exclusively divided into three tiers of primary and secondary education: elementary school, middle school[image: External link] or junior high school[image: External link], and high school. District territories are often complex in structure. Many areas in the state are actually located in two school districts—one for high school, the other for elementary and middle schools. And such districts do not necessarily share boundaries. A given high school may have several elementary districts that feed into it, yet some of those feeder districts may themselves feed into multiple high school districts.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Colleges and universities




For a more comprehensive list, see List of colleges and universities in Illinois[image: External link].

Using the criterion established by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link], there are eleven "National Universities" in the state. As of 19 August 2010, six of these rank in the "first tier" (that is, the top quartile) among the top 500 National Universities in the United States, as determined by the U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] rankings: the University of Chicago[image: External link] (4), Northwestern University[image: External link] (12), the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign[image: External link] (41), Loyola University Chicago[image: External link] (99), the Illinois Institute of Technology[image: External link] (108), DePaul University[image: External link] (123), University of Illinois at Chicago[image: External link] (129), Illinois State University[image: External link] (149), Southern Illinois University Carbondale[image: External link] (153), and Northern Illinois University[image: External link] (194).[140]

The University of Chicago is continuously ranked as one of the world's top ten universities on various independent university rankings, and its Booth School of Business[image: External link], along with Northwestern's Kellogg School of Management[image: External link] consistently rank within the top 5 graduate business schools in the country and top 10 in the world. The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is often ranked among the best engineering schools in the world and in United States.

Illinois also has more than 20 additional accredited[image: External link] four-year universities, both public and private, and dozens of small liberal arts colleges[image: External link] across the state. Additionally, Illinois supports 49 public community colleges[image: External link] in the Illinois Community College System[image: External link].
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




See also: List of airports in Illinois[image: External link], List of Illinois Routes[image: External link], List of Illinois railroads[image: External link], and Category:Illinois waterways[image: External link]


Because of its central location and its proximity to the Rust Belt[image: External link] and Grain Belt[image: External link], Illinois is a national crossroads for air, auto, rail, and truck traffic.
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 Airports




From 1962 until 1998, Chicago's O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] (ORD) was the busiest airport in the world, measured both in terms of total flights and passengers. While it was surpassed by Atlanta[image: External link]'s Hartsfield[image: External link] in 1998, with 59.3 million domestic passengers annually, along with 11.4 million international passengers in 2008,[141] O'Hare remains one of the two or three busiest airports in the world, and some years still ranks number one in total flights. It is a major hub[image: External link] for United Airlines[image: External link] and American Airlines[image: External link], and a major airport expansion project is currently underway. Chicago Midway International Airport[image: External link] (MDW), which had been the busiest airport in the world until supplanted by O'Hare in 1962, is now the secondary airport in the Chicago metropolitan area. For a time in the late 1960s and 1970s, Midway was nearly vacant except for general aviation[image: External link], but growth in the area, combined with political deadlock over the building of a new major airport in the region, has caused a resurgence for Midway. It is now a major hub for Southwest Airlines[image: External link], and services many other airlines as well. Midway served 17.3 million domestic and international passengers in 2008.[142]
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 Rail




Illinois has an extensive passenger and freight rail transportation network. Chicago is a national Amtrak[image: External link] hub and in-state passengers are served by Amtrak's Illinois Service[image: External link], featuring the Chicago to Carbondale Illini[image: External link] and Saluki[image: External link], the Chicago to Quincy Carl Sandburg[image: External link] and Illinois Zephyr[image: External link], and the Chicago to St. Louis Lincoln Service[image: External link]. Currently there is trackwork on the Chicago–St. Louis line to bring the maximum speed up to 110 mph (180 km/h), which would reduce the trip time by an hour and a half. Nearly every North American railway meets at Chicago, making it the largest and most active rail hub in the country. Extensive commuter rail is provided in the city proper and some immediate suburbs by the Chicago Transit Authority[image: External link]'s 'L'[image: External link] system. The largest suburban commuter rail system in the United States, operated by Metra[image: External link], uses existing rail lines to provide direct commuter rail access for hundreds of suburbs to the city and beyond.

In addition to the state's rail lines, the Mississippi River[image: External link] and Illinois River[image: External link] provide major transportation routes for the state's agricultural interests. Lake Michigan[image: External link] gives Illinois access to the Atlantic Ocean by way of the Saint Lawrence Seaway[image: External link].
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 Interstate highway system




Illinois is among many US states with a well developed interstate highway system. Illinois has the distinction of having the most primary (two-digit) interstates pass through it among all the 50 states with 13 (with the new addition of Interstate 41 near Wisconsin), as well as the 3rd most interstate mileage behind California and Texas.[143]

Major U.S. Interstate highways crossing the state include: Interstate 24[image: External link] (I-24), I-39[image: External link], I-41[image: External link], I-55[image: External link], I-57[image: External link], I-64[image: External link], I-70[image: External link], I-72[image: External link], I-74[image: External link], I-80[image: External link], I-88[image: External link], I-90[image: External link], and I-94[image: External link].
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 U.S. highway system




Among the U.S. highways that pass through the state, the primary ones are: US 6[image: External link], US 12[image: External link], US 14[image: External link], US 20[image: External link], US 24[image: External link], US 30[image: External link], US 34[image: External link], US 36[image: External link], US 40[image: External link], US 41[image: External link], US 45[image: External link], US 50[image: External link], US 51[image: External link], US 52[image: External link], US 54[image: External link], US 60[image: External link], US 62[image: External link], and US 67[image: External link].
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 Gallery
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Outline of Illinois[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Illinois
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This article is about the U.S. television channel. For ESPN channels in other countries, see ESPN International[image: External link]. For the company and other channels of the same name, see ESPN Inc[image: External link]. For the railroad, see East Penn Railroad[image: External link].

ESPN (originally an initialism for Entertainment and Sports Programming Networks) is a U.S.-based global cable[image: External link] and satellite[image: External link] sports[image: External link] television channel[image: External link] owned by ESPN Inc.[image: External link], a joint venture[image: External link] between The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] (which operates the network) and the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] (which owns a 20% minority share).

ESPN broadcasts primarily from studio facilities located in Bristol, Connecticut[image: External link]. The network also operates offices in Miami[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link], Charlotte[image: External link], and Los Angeles[image: External link]. John Skipper[image: External link] currently serves as president of ESPN, a position he has held since January 1, 2012. While ESPN is one of the most successful sports networks, there has been much criticism of ESPN[image: External link], which includes accusations of biased coverage,[1] conflict of interest[image: External link], and controversies with individual broadcasters and analysts.

As of February 2015, ESPN is available to approximately 94,396,000 paid television households (81.1% of households with at least one television set) in the United States.[2] Nielsen has reported a much lower number in 2017, below 90,000,000 subscribers, losing more than 10,000 a day. In addition to the flagship channel and its seven related channels in the United States, ESPN broadcasts in more than 200 countries,[3] operating regional channels in Australia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Latin America[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link], and owning a 20% interest in The Sports Network[image: External link] (TSN) as well as its five sister networks in Canada[image: External link].

In 2011, ESPN's history and rise was chronicled by These Guys Have All the Fun, a nonfiction book written by James Andrew Miller and Tom Shales and published by Little, Brown and Company[image: External link].[4]
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 History




Main article: History of ESPN[image: External link]


Bill Rasmussen[image: External link] conceived the concept of ESPN in late May 1978, after he was fired from his job with the World Hockey Association[image: External link]'s New England Whalers[image: External link]. One of the first steps in Bill and his son Scott[image: External link]'s (who had also been let go by the Whalers) process was finding land to build the channel's broadcasting facilities. The Rasmussens first rented office space in Plainville, Connecticut[image: External link]. However, the plan to base ESPN there was put on hold because a local ordinance prohibiting buildings from bearing rooftop satellite dishes[image: External link]. Available land area was quickly found in Bristol, Connecticut (where the channel remains headquartered to this day), with funding to buy the property provided by Getty Oil[image: External link], which purchased 85% of the company from Bill Rasmussen on February 22, 1979, in an attempt to diversify the company's holdings. This helped the credibility of the fledgling company, however there were still many doubters to the viability of their sports channel concept. Another event that helped build ESPN's credibility was securing an advertising agreement with Anheuser-Busch[image: External link] in the spring of 1979; the company invested $1 million to be the "exclusive beer advertised on the network."[5]

ESPN launched on September 7, 1979, beginning with the first telecast of what would become the channel's flagship program, SportsCenter[image: External link]. Taped in front of a small live audience inside the Bristol studios, it was broadcast to 1.4 million cable subscribers throughout the United States.[5]

ESPN's next big break came when the channel acquired the rights to broadcast coverage of the early rounds of the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament[image: External link]. It first aired the NCAA tournament in March 1980, creating the modern day television event known as "March Madness[image: External link]." The channel's tournament coverage also launched the broadcasting career of Dick Vitale[image: External link], who at the time he joined ESPN, had just been fired as head coach of the Detroit Pistons[image: External link].

In April of that year, ESPN created another made-for-TV spectacle, when it began televising the NFL Draft. It provided complete coverage of the event that allowed rookie players from the college ranks to begin their professional careers in front of a national television audience in ways they were not able to previously.

The next major stepping stone for ESPN came over the course of a couple of months in 1984. During this time period, the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) purchased 100% of ESPN from the Rasmussens and Getty Oil.[5] Under Getty ownership, the channel was unable to compete for the television rights to major sports events contracts as its majority corporate parent would not provide the funding, leading ESPN to lose out for broadcast deals with the National Hockey League[image: External link] (to USA Network[image: External link]) and NCAA Division I college football[image: External link] (to TBS[image: External link]). For years, the NFL, NBA[image: External link] and Major League Baseball[image: External link] refused to consider cable as a means of broadcasting some of their games.[6] However, with the backing of ABC, ESPN's ability to compete for major sports contracts greatly increased, and gave it credibility within the sports broadcasting industry.

Later in 1984, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that the NCAA[image: External link] could no longer monopolize the rights to negotiate the contracts for college football games, allowing each individual school to negotiate broadcast deals of their choice. ESPN took full advantage and began to broadcast a large number of NCAA football games, creating an opportunity for fans to be able to view multiple games each weekend (instead of just one), the same deal that the NCAA had previously negotiated with TBS.[6] ESPN's breakthrough moment occurred in 1987, when it secured a contract with the NFL to broadcast eight games during that year's regular season[image: External link] – all of which aired on Sunday nights, marking the first broadcasts of Sunday NFL primetime games. ESPN's Sunday Night Football[image: External link] games would become the highest-rated NFL telecasts for the next 17 years (before losing the rights to NBC[image: External link] in 2006).[7] The channel's decision to broadcast NFL games on Sunday evenings actually resulted in a decline in viewership for the daytime games shown on the major broadcast networks, marking the first time that ESPN had been a legitimate competitor to NBC and CBS, which had long dominated the sports television market.

In 1992, ESPN launched ESPN Radio[image: External link], a national sports talk radio[image: External link] network providing analysis and commentary programs (including shows such as Mike and Mike in the Morning[image: External link] and The Herd[image: External link]) as well as audio play-by-play of sporting events (including some simulcasted with the ESPN television channel).[5]

On October 10, 1993, ESPN2 – a secondary channel that originally was programmed with a separate lineup of niche sports popular with males 18–49 years old (with snowboarding[image: External link] and the World Series of Poker[image: External link] as its headliners) as well as serving as an overflow channel for ESPN – launched on cable systems reaching to 10 million subscribers.[5] It became the fastest growing cable channel in the U.S. during the 1990s, eventually expanding its national reach to 75 million subscribers.[5]

Ownership of ABC, and in effect control of ESPN, was acquired first by Capital Cities Communications[image: External link] in 1985, and then by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] in 1996. In 2012, ESPN generated more revenue for Disney than any of its other properties combined.[8]

On April 26, 2017, approximately 100 ESPN employees were notified that their position with the sports network had been terminated, among them athletes-turned-analysts Trent Dilfer[image: External link] and Danny Kanell[image: External link], and noted journalists like NFL[image: External link] beat reporter Ed Werder[image: External link] and Major League Baseball[image: External link] expert Jayson Stark[image: External link].[9] The layoffs come as ESPN continues to shed viewers, more than 10 million over a period of several years, while forking over big money for the broadcast rights to such properties as the NFL, NBA[image: External link] and College Football Playoff[image: External link].[10] Further cost-cutting measures taken include moving the studio operations of ESPNU to Bristol from Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link],[11] reducing its longtime MLB studio show Baseball Tonight[image: External link] to Sundays as a lead-in to the primetime game[image: External link] and adding the MLB Network[image: External link]-produced Intentional Talk[image: External link] to ESPN2's daily lineup.[12]
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See also: List of programs broadcast by ESPN[image: External link] and List of ESPN sports properties[image: External link]


Alongside its live sports broadcasts, ESPN also airs a variety of sports highlight, talk, and documentary-styled shows. These include:


	
Around the Horn[image: External link] – Competitive debating between four sports writers across the country

	
Baseball Tonight[image: External link] – A daily recap of the day's Major League Baseball[image: External link] stories and games that airs throughout the baseball season

	
College GameDay[image: External link] (basketball) – Weekly college basketball[image: External link] show airing from the Saturday Primetime[image: External link] game of the week site

	
College GameDay[image: External link] (football) – Weekly college football preview show airing from the site of a major college football game

	
E:60[image: External link] – An investigative[image: External link] newsmagazine[image: External link] program focusing on American and international sports

	
First Take[image: External link] – Monday-Friday with Stephen A. Smith[image: External link], Max Kellerman[image: External link] and Molly Qerim[image: External link] (moved from ESPN2 on January 3, 2017)

	
Mike and Mike in the Morning[image: External link] – A simulcast of the ESPN Radio[image: External link] morning show, focusing on current sports stories

	
Monday Night Countdown[image: External link] – Weekly recap show aired on Monday evenings during the NFL season, also serves as the pre-game show for Monday Night Football[image: External link]


	
Outside the Lines[image: External link] – Talk and debate show that examines critical sports issues on and off the field of play

	
Pardon the Interruption[image: External link] – Tony Kornheiser[image: External link] and Michael Wilbon[image: External link] debate an array of sports topics

	
SportsCenter[image: External link] – The flagship program of ESPN, a daily sports news program delivering the latest sports news and highlights

	
SportsNation[image: External link] – Poll-driven show based on audience participation, including material generated or suggested by viewers

	
Sunday NFL Countdown[image: External link] – Weekly preview show that airs on Sunday mornings during the NFL season



Many of ESPN's documentary programs (such as 30 for 30[image: External link] and Nine for IX[image: External link]) are produced by ESPN Films[image: External link], a film division created in March 2008 as a restructuring of ESPN Original Entertainment, a programming division that was originally formed in 2001. 30 for 30 started airing in 2009 and continues airing to this day. Each episode is through the eyes of a well known filmmaker and has featured some of the biggest directors in Hollywood.[13] The 30 for 30 film O.J.: Made in America[image: External link] won the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature[image: External link] in 2017[image: External link], the first such Oscar for ESPN.[14]

Since September 2006, ESPN has been integrated with the sports division of sister broadcast network ABC[image: External link], with sports events televised on that network airing under the banner ESPN on ABC[image: External link];[15][16] much of ABC's sports coverage since the rebranding has become increasingly limited to secondary coverage of sporting events whose broadcast rights are held by ESPN (such as NBA[image: External link] games, The Open Championship[image: External link], and the X Games[image: External link] and its related qualifying events) as well as a limited array of event coverage not broadcast on ESPN (most notably, the NBA Finals[image: External link]).
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 Executives





	
John Skipper[image: External link] – President, ESPN, Inc.[17]


	Sean Bratches – Executive Vice President, Sales and Marketing[18]


	Christine Driessen – Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer[19]


	Ed Durso – Executive Vice President, Administration[20]


	Aaron LaBerge – Executive Vice President and Chief Technology Officer[21]


	
Norby Williamson[image: External link] – Executive Vice President, Programming[22]


	Russell Wolff – Executive Vice President and Managing Director, ESPN International[23]
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 ESPN2




Main article: ESPN2


ESPN2 launched on October 1, 1993, originally formatted as a more informal and youth-oriented channel than ESPN aimed at adults between 18 and 34 years of age, carrying a broad mix of event coverage from conventional sports (such as auto racing, college basketball[image: External link] and NHL[image: External link] hockey) to extreme sports[image: External link] (such as BMX[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link] and motocross[image: External link]).[24] The "ESPN BottomLine[image: External link]," a ticker[image: External link] displaying sports news and scores during all programming that is now used by all of ESPN's networks, originated on ESPN2 in 1995.[25] In the late 1990s, ESPN2 was gradually reformatted to serve as a secondary outlet for ESPN's mainstream sports programming.[26]
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 ESPN Classic




Main article: ESPN Classic[image: External link]


ESPN Classic is a digital cable[image: External link] and satellite television network that launched in 1995 as Classic Sports Network, founded by Brian Bedol[image: External link] and Steve Greenberg. ESPN Inc. purchased Classic Sports Network in 1997 for $175 million,[27] rebranding the channel to its current name the following year. The channel broadcasts notable archived sporting events (originally including events from past decades, but now focusing mainly on events from the 1990s and later), sports documentaries and sports-themed movies.
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Main article: ESPNews[image: External link]


ESPNews is a digital cable and satellite television network that was launched on November 1, 1996, originally focusing solely on sports news, highlights and press conferences[image: External link]. Since August 2010, the network has gradually incorporated encores of ESPN's various sports debate and entertainment shows and video simulcasts[image: External link] of ESPN Radio[image: External link] shows, in addition to sports news programming (which since the 2013 cancellation of Highlight Express,[28] consists mainly of additional runs of SportsCenter); ESPNews also serves as an overflow feed due to programming conflicts caused by sporting events on the other ESPN networks.
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 ESPN+




Main article: ESPN+[image: External link]


ESPN+ is a digital cable[image: External link] and satellite television network that launched in 2002; this signal is seen in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and from November 21, 2013, also in Venezuela. ESPN+ signal displays events in these sports: Football, Tennis, Rugby, Cycling, Baseball, Horse Riding, Hockey and sports programs about: Football, Tennis, Rugby, Polo, Hockey, Motor, etc. It is divided into two signals: Atlantic and Pacific.
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 ESPN Deportes




Main article: ESPN Deportes[image: External link]


ESPN Deportes (Spanish pronunciation: [i.es.piˈen deˈportes][image: External link], "ESPN Sports") is a digital cable and satellite television network that was originally launched in July 2001 to provide Spanish language[image: External link] simulcasts of certain Major League Baseball telecasts from ESPN. It became a 24-hour sports channel in January 2004.
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 ESPNU




Main article: ESPNU[image: External link]


ESPNU is a digital cable and satellite television network that launched on March 4, 2005, and focuses on college athletics[image: External link] including basketball, football, baseball[image: External link] college swimming, and hockey[image: External link].
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 Longhorn Network




Main article: Longhorn Network[image: External link]


The Longhorn Network is a digital cable and satellite television network that was launched on August 26, 2011, focusing on events from the Texas Longhorns[image: External link] varsity sports teams of the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[29] It features events from the 20 sports sanctioned by the Texas Longhorns athletics department, along with original programming (including historical, academic and cultural content).
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 SEC Network




Main article: SEC Network[image: External link]


SEC Network is a digital cable and satellite television network that launched on August 14, 2014, focusing on the coverage of sporting events sanctioned by the Southeastern Conference[image: External link]. Created as a result of a 20-year broadcast partnership between the two entities, the network is a joint venture[image: External link] between the conference and ESPN Inc. (which operates the network).[30][31]
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 Other services






	Service
	Description



	ESPNHD
	ESPN launched its high definition[image: External link] simulcast[image: External link] feed, originally branded as ESPNHD, on March 20, 2001. All studio shows based in Bristol and at L.A. Live, along with most live event telecasts on ESPN, are broadcast in high definition. ESPN is one of the few television networks with an all-digital infrastructure. Footage from non-HD sources is presented in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] with stylized pillarboxing[image: External link]. Pardon the Interruption and Around the Horn began airing in HD on September 27, 2010, with the relocation of the production of both shows into the facility housing the Washington, D.C.[image: External link] bureau for ABC News[image: External link].[32]
ESPN, as with Disney/ABC's other broadcast and cable networks, transmits HD programming in the 720p[image: External link] resolution format; this is due to the fact that ABC executives had proposed a progressive scan[image: External link] signal that resolves fluid and high-speed motion in sports better, particularly during slow-motion replays.[33] In 2011, ESPNHD began to downplay its distinct promotional logo in preparation for the conversion of its standard definition feed from a 4:3[image: External link] full-screen to a letterboxed[image: External link] format (via the application of the AFD[image: External link] #10 display flag), which occurred on June 1 of that year.





	WatchESPN[image: External link]
	WatchESPN is a website for desktop computers[image: External link], as well as an application[image: External link] for smartphones[image: External link] and tablet computers[image: External link] that allows subscribers of participating cable and satellite providers to watch live streams of programming from ESPN and its sister networks (with the exception of ESPN Classic), including most sporting events, on computers, mobile devices, Apple TV[image: External link], Roku[image: External link] and Xbox Live[image: External link] via their TV Everywhere[image: External link] login provided by their cable provider. The service originally launched on October 25, 2010 as ESPN Networks, a streaming service which provided a live stream of ESPN exclusive to Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers.[34] ESPN3[image: External link], an online streaming service providing live streams and replays of global sports events that launched in 2005 as a separate website,[35] was incorporated into the WatchESPN platform on August 31, 2011.[36]




	ESPN Events[image: External link]
	ESPN Regional Television (formerly branded as ESPN Plus) is the network's syndication[image: External link] arm, which produces collegiate sporting events for broadcast television stations throughout the United States (primarily those affiliated with networks such as The CW[image: External link] and MyNetworkTV[image: External link] or independent stations[image: External link]). ESPN Plus syndicates college football and basketball games from the American Athletic Conference[image: External link], Big 12 Conference[image: External link],[37] Mid-American Conference[image: External link], Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference[image: External link], Sun Belt Conference[image: External link] and the Western Athletic Conference[image: External link].
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 International channels




Main article: ESPN International[image: External link]


ESPN owns and operates regional channels in Australia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], and Latin America[image: External link]. In Canada, ESPN is a minority owner of The Sports Network[image: External link] (TSN) and the French-language Réseau des sports[image: External link] (RDS). ESPN also has a minority stake in J Sports[image: External link] in Japan[image: External link]. In the United Kingdom, BT Group[image: External link] operates the channel BT Sport ESPN[image: External link].
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 In popular culture




ESPN has been a part of popular culture[image: External link] since its inception. Many movies with a general sports theme will include ESPN announcers and programming into their storylines such as in the 2004 comedy DodgeBall: A True Underdog Story[image: External link], which gently lampoons the channel's multiple outlets by referencing the fictional ESPN8, "The Ocho",[38] a reference to a nickname formerly used by ESPN2, "the Deuce".

Many jokes have been made by comedians about fake obscure sports that are shown on ESPN. Dennis Miller[image: External link] mentioned watching " sumo[image: External link] rodeo[image: External link]", while George Carlin[image: External link] stated that ESPN showed "Australian dick[image: External link] wrestling[image: External link]". One of several Saturday Night Live[image: External link] sketches poking fun at the network features a fictional ESPN2 program called Scottish Soccer Hooligan Weekly, which includes a fake advertisement for "Senior Women's Beach Lacrosse". SNL also parodies ESPN Classic[image: External link] with fake archived obscure women's sports event telecasts from the 1980s (such as bowling, weightlifting[image: External link] and curling[image: External link]), with announcers who know nothing about the sport, and instead focus on the sponsors, which were always for feminine hygiene products. In the early years of ESPN, Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link] even featured a "Top Ten List" segment poking fun at some of the obscure sports seen on ESPN at the time. One of the more memorable sports on the list was "Amish Rake Fighting". A recurring skit on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] named Sports Freak-Out![image: External link] is a parody of SportsCenter's overexcited anchors.

An occasional joke used in comedic television and film involves people getting ESP (the common abbreviation for extrasensory perception[image: External link], that was coincidentally the working abbreviation[image: External link] for the channel prior to its launch) confused with ESPN, often including someone saying a sentence along the lines of "I know these kind of things, I've got ESPN". Sports video game releases by Electronic Arts[image: External link] in the early 1990s featured a logo for a fictional sports network, EASN (Electronic Arts Sports Network); this was soon changed to EA Sports[image: External link] after ESPN requested that the company stop using the similar name. There are also at least 22 children that are named after the network.[39][40]
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 Criticism




Main article: Criticism of ESPN[image: External link]


Throughout its history, ESPN has received accusations of biased coverage, conflicts of interest, and controversies with individual broadcasters and analysts.[by whom?[image: External link]] ESPN has been criticized for focusing too much on men's college and professional sports, and very little on women's sports. Other criticism has focused on ethnicity in ESPN's varying mediated forms, as well as carriage fees and issues regarding the exportation of ESPN content.[41] Some critics argue that ESPN's success is their ability to provide other enterprise and investigative sports news while competing with other hard sports-news-producing outlets such as Yahoo! Sports[image: External link] and Fox Sports[image: External link]. Some scholars have challenged ESPN's journalistic integrity calling for an expanded standard of professionalism to prevent biased coverage and conflicts of interest.[42]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of ESPN personalities[image: External link]

	List of past ESPN personalities[image: External link]

	2espn[image: External link]

	ESPN 3D[image: External link]

	Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link]
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ESPN2






For the Australian television channel, see ESPN2 Australia[image: External link].

ESPN2 is an American basic cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] network[image: External link] that is owned by ESPN Inc.[image: External link], a joint venture[image: External link] between The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] (which owns a controlling 80% stake) and the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] (which owns the remaining 20%). ESPN2 was initially formatted as a network for a younger generation of sports fans; by the late 1990s, this mandate was phased out as the channel increasingly served as a second outlet for ESPN's mainstream sports coverage.

As of February 2015, ESPN2 is available to approximately 94,379,000 pay television households (81.1% of households with at least one television set) in the United States.[1]



TOP
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 History




ESPN2 launched on October 1, 1993 at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time[image: External link]. Its inaugural program was the premiere of SportsNight, a sports news program originally hosted by Keith Olbermann[image: External link] and Suzy Kolber[image: External link] – where Olbermann opened the show by jokingly welcoming viewers to "the end of our careers."[2] Launching with an estimated carriage of about 10 million homes, ESPN2 aimed to be a more informal and youth-oriented channel than parent network ESPN, featuring a heavier emphasis on programming that would appeal to the demographic. The youthful image was also reflected in its overall presentation, which featured a graffiti[image: External link]-themed logo and on-air graphics.[3][4]

Its initial lineup featured studio programs such as SportsNight—which host Keith Olbermann characterized as a "lighter" parallel to ESPN's SportsCenter[image: External link] that would still be "comprehensive, thorough and extremely skeptical", Talk2[image: External link]—a nightly talk show hosted by radio personality Jim Rome[image: External link] that was billed as an equivalent to CNN[image: External link]'s Larry King Live[image: External link], Max Out—an extreme sports anthology series[image: External link] carried over from ESPN, and SportsSmash, a five-minute rundown of sports news and scores which aired every half-hour. ESPN2 also featured several half-hour news programs focused on specific sports, such as NFL 2Night[image: External link] (football), NHL 2Night[image: External link] ( hockey[image: External link]) and RPM 2Night[image: External link] (auto racing[image: External link]). Event coverage would focus on coverage of mainstream sports popular within the 18-34 age demographic, such as auto racing, college basketball[image: External link] and NHL hockey[image: External link] (which was branded as NHL Fire on Ice),[5] while also covering atypical sports such as BMX[image: External link] and other extreme sports[image: External link].[3]

ESPN2 would also be used to showcase new technology and experimental means of broadcasting events: on September 18, 1994, ESPN2 simulcast CART[image: External link]'s Bosch Spark Plug Grand Prix[image: External link] using only onboard camera[image: External link] feeds. In 1995, ESPN2 introduced the " BottomLine[image: External link]", a persistent news ticker[image: External link] which displayed sports news and scores. The BottomLine would later be adopted by ESPN itself and all of its future properties.[6]

In the late 1990s, ESPN2 would phase out its youth-oriented format and begin to serve as a secondary outlet for ESPN's mainstream programming; telecasts began to adopt a more conventional style, and the "graffiti 2" logo was dropped in 2001 in favor of a variation of the standard ESPN logo. On-screen graphics (such as the BottomLine) used a blue color scheme instead of red to differentiate it from ESPN. On February 12, 2007, the ESPN2 branding was stripped from most on-air presentation and replaced with ESPN: the ESPN2 brand is now solely used for station identification.[7]
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 Programming




See also: List of programs broadcast by ESPN[image: External link] and List of ESPN sports properties[image: External link]


Sports events presented on ESPN2 originally tended to be alternative sports such as poker[image: External link], billiards[image: External link], lumberjacking[image: External link], extreme sports[image: External link] and, more recently, drum and bugle corps[image: External link]. However, in recent years ESPN2 has broadcast increasingly more mainstream sporting events, including Major League Baseball[image: External link] games, the East–West Shrine Game[image: External link], much of the 2006 World Baseball Classic[image: External link], many Major League Soccer[image: External link] games, NCAA football[image: External link] games, NCAA basketball[image: External link] games, the WNBA[image: External link], the Arena Football League[image: External link], regular season KHL[image: External link] games, and Saturday afternoon NASCAR Nationwide Series[image: External link] races. In 2011, ESPN2 also acquired broadcast rights to delayed coverage for some American Le Mans Series[image: External link] events, with series' major events airing on ABC[image: External link].

The channel has also become ESPN's home for tennis coverage. The showpieces are all four of the "Grand Slam" tournaments: the Australian Open[image: External link], the French Open[image: External link], Wimbledon[image: External link] and the US Open[image: External link]. Also featured on ESPN2 are the ATP World Tour Finals[image: External link] and U.S.-based tournaments, including the ATP Masters 1000[image: External link] events at Indian Wells[image: External link] and Miami[image: External link], as well as the US Open Series[image: External link].

Most of ESPN's soccer output has been broadcast on ESPN2, including Major League Soccer[image: External link], Premier League[image: External link] and La Liga[image: External link] matches; the channel also broadcast the United States' FIFA World Cup[image: External link] qualifiers in 2009. ESPN2 formerly broadcast matches of the UEFA Champions League[image: External link], until rights for that tournament moved to Fox Soccer[image: External link] and its sister networks. In 2003, ESPN2 began broadcasting Major League Lacrosse[image: External link] games. In March 2007, ESPN2 and the league agreed on a new broadcast contract that will run until the 2016 season.[8]

ESPN2's former flagship show, the morning sports/entertainment program Cold Pizza[image: External link], achieved minimal success and saw several format and host changes. In January 2006, it was supplanted by the television simulcast of ESPN Radio[image: External link]'s Mike and Mike in the Morning[image: External link] (which moved from ESPNews[image: External link]) and moved to a later time slot (10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time). In May 2007, Cold Pizza moved from New York City to the ESPN headquarters in Bristol, Connecticut[image: External link] and was renamed ESPN First Take[image: External link]. After ESPN became part of a new broadcast contract with the association, ESPN2 also premiered the new daily show NASCAR Now[image: External link] (similar to the previous RPM 2Night[image: External link], except only focusing on NASCAR) in February 2007. Quite Frankly with Stephen A. Smith[image: External link], a program that featured interviews with popular sports figures, had averaged extremely low ratings,[9][10] and had also faced several timeslot changes, until it was finally canceled in January 2007.

On May 1, 2017, it will replace non-Sunday airings of Baseball Tonight[image: External link] with the MLB Network[image: External link]-produced show Intentional Talk[image: External link].
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 Simulcasting




ESPN2 has also simulcast many game telecasts with ESPN, usually as a part of a "Full Circle" or "Megacast"[image: External link] special, which covers a single telecast across several ESPN networks, with each network providing a different form of coverage (such as different camera angles). ESPN2 also simulcasts some programming from ESPNews, often during local blackouts[image: External link] of scheduled national game telecasts, and for a while provided a simulcast of ESPN Deportes[image: External link]' edition of SportsCenter on Sundays. In return, ESPN2 programming is often seen on ESPN during blackouts of games in certain markets.

ESPN2 also often carries SportsCenter[image: External link] at times when the broadcast on ESPN is delayed by a sporting event that overruns into one of the program's scheduled timeslots. ESPN and ESPN2 also jointly aired two episodes of a documentary special called This is SportsCenter, in which ESPN showed a documentary showing the production of an edition of SportsCenter, while the finished product aired on ESPN2. The documentary would usually air for two hours, where the first hour would cover the preliminary production of the night's show on ESPN, while ESPN2 aired ESPN's regular programming. The second hour usually spent time at production control[image: External link] while covering reaction to the night's developments.

Both ESPN and ESPN2 carried ABC News[image: External link]' coverage of the terrorist attacks[image: External link] on the World Trade Center[image: External link] and The Pentagon[image: External link] (and the related crash of United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link] in Shanksville, Pennsylvania[image: External link]) on September 11, 2001. ESPN2 also aired the 2008 SEC Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link] championship game in 2008 to most of the nation, since a storm[image: External link] damaged the original game site, the Georgia Dome, causing the schedule to be rearranged and site to be moved to the smaller Alexander Memorial Coliseum[image: External link]. The new schedule was in conflict with CBS's coverage of the Big Ten Championship[image: External link] Game; the game was produced by CBS. In the territory of the Southeastern Conference[image: External link], the Big Ten game aired on ESPN2.
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 High definition




ESPN2 broadcasts in high definition[image: External link] in the 720p[image: External link] resolution format, which was launched in January 2005. In January 2011, the separate ESPN2HD branding began to be phased out, as in May of that year, the channel would shift to using the AFD[image: External link] #10 flag to transmit the channel's standard definition[image: External link] feed in letterboxed[image: External link] widescreen[image: External link], mirroring the display of the high definition feed, with the SD feed eventually phased out to allow downscaling of the HD feed for the standard definition channel.
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NFL Network






"NFL GameDay" redirects here. For the video games series, see NFL GameDay (video game series)[image: External link].

NFL Network (occasionally abbreviated on-air as NFLN) is an American[image: External link] sports-oriented[image: External link] cable[image: External link] and satellite[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is owned by the National Football League (NFL) and is part of NFL Media, which also includes NFL.com, NFL Films[image: External link], NFL Mobile, NFL Now and NFL RedZone[image: External link]. Dedicated to American football, the network features game telecasts from the NFL, as well as NFL-related content including analysis programs, specials[image: External link] and documentaries[image: External link]. The network is headquartered in the Los Angeles[image: External link] suburb of Culver City[image: External link], California, and broadcasts its worldwide feed from Encompass Digital Media (formally Crawford Communications) in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link].[1]

As of February 2015, NFL Network is available to approximately 71,867,000 households that subscribe to a cable, satellite and telco television service in the United States (totaling 61.7% of U.S. households with at least one television set).[2]



TOP
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 Background




NFL Network was launched on November 4, 2003, only eight months after the owners of the league's 32 teams voted unanimously[image: External link] to approve its formation. The league invested $100 million to fund the network's operations. NFL Films[image: External link], which produces commercials, television programs and feature films for the NFL, is a key supplier of NFL Network's programming, with more than 4,000 hours of footage available in its library. As a result, much of the network's highlights and recaps feature NFL Films' trademark style[image: External link] of slow motion game action, sounds of the game, and sideline conversations between players and/or team staff.

Beginning with the 2006 season[image: External link], the network began to broadcast eight regular season NFL games during Thursday prime time[image: External link], branded as Thursday Night Football[image: External link]. In addition to live games, the network has provided coverage of the NFL Draft[image: External link] since 2006; its coverage competes with that provided by ESPN and ESPN2.

At the 2008 NFL Draft, NFL Network unveiled a revised logo that was updated to match the revised NFL logo introduced around the same time. Unlike the updated logo for the league, the NFL Network's logo included subtle changes such as using a darker shade of blue and changing the "NFL" lettering to match that of the new league logo. During the 2012 NFL Draft, the network debuted an overhauled logo resembling that used by sister network NFL Red Zone; the network also began to play down the "HD" branding used on-air, as the vast majority of cable providers currently carrying NFL Network transmit the channel's standard definition[image: External link] feed as a downscaled[image: External link] letterboxed[image: External link] version of the high definition[image: External link] feed. The logo underwent another minor change during the 2015 NFL season[image: External link], when as part of the league's year-long celebration of Super Bowl 50[image: External link], the logo took a gold hue in line with the league celebrating the game's golden anniversary.
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 Programming




Main article: List of programs broadcast by NFL Network[image: External link]
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 NFL game telecasts




Main article: Thursday Night Football[image: External link]


Prior to the 2012 season, the NFL Network aired live primetime games on Thursdays beginning in mid-November. Starting with the 2012 season[image: External link], the network began televising one live Thursday night game each week from Weeks 2 through 15 (excluding Thanksgiving Day), as well as one live Saturday night game during Week 16. As a result of the addition of these extra games, every NFL team now appears in at least one game on either NFL Network's Thursday Night Football, a Thanksgiving Day game or in the season-opening kickoff game each season (the season opener falls on the Thursday prior to Week 1 and is televised on NBC[image: External link], while the Thanksgiving Day tripleheader games air on CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link] and NBC). As with the games broadcast by ESPN's Monday Night Football[image: External link], the NFL Network telecasts are also aired on a designated broadcast television station in the primary markets[image: External link] of the participating teams, although stations in the home team's market only carry it if the televised game sells out all remaining available tickets 72 hours prior to the game's start time[image: External link].

When Thursday Night Football premiered, veteran television announcer Bryant Gumbel[image: External link] served as play-by-play announcer[image: External link], with former Fox[image: External link] and current NBC[image: External link] analyst Cris Collinsworth[image: External link] serving as color commentator[image: External link] for the broadcasts.[3] Collinsworth won the Sports Emmy[image: External link] for best game analyst for his work on the NFL Network telecasts. Dick Vermeil[image: External link] replaced Collinsworth for two games in 2006; Marshall Faulk[image: External link] and Deion Sanders[image: External link] replaced Collinsworth when needed in 2007.

In August 2007, the network televised the Pro Football Hall of Fame Game[image: External link] between the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link] and the New Orleans Saints[image: External link] as NBC opted to cover that year's preseason game in China[image: External link], which was later canceled. The 2007 schedule began on November 22 ( Thanksgiving[image: External link] night), with a game between the Indianapolis Colts[image: External link] and the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta[image: External link]. Gumbel and Collinsworth returned as the booth announcers.

Bob Papa[image: External link], also the radio voice of the New York Giants[image: External link] on local sports talk[image: External link] station WFAN[image: External link], announced the games starting in 2008. Former Detroit Lions[image: External link] general manager Matt Millen[image: External link] was named Collinsworth's replacement at the same time. Former Washington Redskins[image: External link] quarterback Joe Theismann[image: External link] joined Papa and Millen in the booth for the 2010-11 season. In May 2011, NFL Network announced that Brad Nessler[image: External link] and Mike Mayock[image: External link] would serve as the announcers for that season's game broadcasts.

In the 2014 season, CBS Sports[image: External link] took over the production of all of the games in the package, and gained the right to simulcast 8 of the games on broadcast television.[4][5] In 2016, NBC Sports also gained a portion of the package under a similar arrangement.[6][7]
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 Preseason coverage




NFL Network televises all 65 preseason games[image: External link] each August. Some of the games air live on the network, however a majority of these contests air on a tape-delayed[image: External link] basis and use the local broadcast of one of the teams involved. NFL Network had occasionally presented its own preseason broadcasts as special editions of Thursday Night Football.
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 Other football
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 Arena Football League




NFL Network held the broadcast rights to the revived Arena Football League[image: External link] from 2010 to 2012. Starting with the 2010 season, the network broadcast a weekly Friday Night Football game each week during the regular season and playoff games at 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time[image: External link] from March to August, in addition to rights to playoff games and the ArenaBowl[image: External link]. The NFL stated that unlike when the NFL last showed interest in arena football, there would be no attempts to buy into the league.[8] Broadcasters for the games included Kurt Warner[image: External link], Tom Waddle[image: External link], Paul Burmeister[image: External link], Fran Charles[image: External link], Charles Davis[image: External link] and Ari Wolfe[image: External link].

Starting with the 2010 season, the network obtained the broadcast rights to the Arena Football League[image: External link]. Each Friday, the NFL Network aired a Game of the Week from the AFL through the league's playoffs and culminating with the ArenaBowl[image: External link]. Also beginning in 2010, the channel began to broadcast 14 regular season games as well as the Grey Cup[image: External link] from the Canadian Football League[image: External link].

NFL Network ceased airing Arena Football League games partway through the 2012 season[image: External link] as a result of ongoing labor problems within the league. The season's remaining games were carried on a tape delay[image: External link], before the network terminated the league broadcast contract outright at the end of the season; the rights were then obtained by CBS Sports Network[image: External link].
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 College football




On December 29, 2006, NFL Network televised the 2006 Insight Bowl[image: External link] between Minnesota[image: External link] and Texas Tech[image: External link] from Tempe, Arizona[image: External link].[9] The game featured the biggest comeback in NCAA Division I-A bowl history, with Texas Tech coming back from a 38-7 third-quarter deficit to win 44-41 in overtime. The network later made the game available for free to stream on its website.[10] The network also broadcast the Texas Bowl[image: External link] in Houston on December 28, 2006, whose promotion rights are owned in part by the NFL's Houston Texans[image: External link], in which Rutgers[image: External link] defeated Kansas State[image: External link], 37-10.[11]

The network also showed a college all-star game after the college football[image: External link] season: the Under Armour Senior Bowl[image: External link], which was held in Mobile, Alabama[image: External link] on January 27, 2007.[12] NFL Network was also expected to show the Las Vegas All-American Classic[image: External link] in Henderson, Nevada[image: External link] on January 15, but the game was canceled due to lack of sponsorship. On April 14, 2007, the network televised the Nebraska Cornhuskers[image: External link]' spring football game. The network again aired the Insight, Texas and Senior bowls in late 2007 and early 2008. In addition, it carried two games between historically black colleges and universities[image: External link] during the 2007 season, including the Circle City Classic[image: External link] at the RCA Dome[image: External link] in Indianapolis, Indiana[image: External link].

With the exception of the Senior Bowl, which remains on the network because of the league's extensive ties to the game, NFL Network no longer airs college football telecasts.
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 High school football




NFL Network aired two high school all-star games in June 2007: the Bayou Bowl[image: External link] between players from Texas[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link] on June 9 (via a live feed from regional sports network[image: External link] FSN Southwest[image: External link]), and the Big 33 Football Classic[image: External link] between players from Pennsylvania[image: External link] and Ohio[image: External link] on June 16 (sharing its feed with CN8 (now the Comcast Network[image: External link]) and cable outlets in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link] and Ohio).
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 Canadian Football League




On July 1, 2010, NFL Network began airing live Canadian Football League[image: External link] games simulcast from Canadian sports network TSN[image: External link]. NFL Network aired the league's Thursday games, three Saturday games during the month of July, and then Friday night games beginning in September (after ArenaBowl XXIII[image: External link]). NFL Network did not air CFL games during August as it carried a heavy amount of NFL preseason game broadcasts.[13][14] In addition, NFL Network did not carry any playoff games, including the Grey Cup[image: External link] championship, as those games are all played on Sundays opposite NFL regular season games. Those games were instead broadcast on the ESPN3[image: External link] online service (ESPN owns a 20% interest in TSN, in a joint venture[image: External link] with majority parent Bell Media[image: External link]). On May 25, 2012, NFL Network announced it would not renew its contract with the CFL;[15] The package was subsequently acquired by the NBC Sports Network[image: External link], then by the ESPN networks[image: External link].
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 High definition




NFL Network HD is a 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link] simulcast feed of NFL Network that launched in August 2004. It is available nationally on satellite providers DirecTV[image: External link] and Dish Network[image: External link], and regionally on Verizon FiOS[image: External link], AT&T U-verse[image: External link] and most Comcast[image: External link] and Cogeco Cable[image: External link] systems.

In mid-October 2008, in-studio programs began to air in "enhanced HD", featuring contained additional scores and statistics on a dedicated wing on the right side of the screen that was only visible on the HD feed. Content that is presented in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] is shown with stylized pillarboxes[image: External link], or for some footage, blurred pillarbox wings. On May 1, 2009, NFL Total Access began airing in full HD without pillarboxing or enhanced graphics; this was followed by the upgrade of NFL GameDay to HD the following September.

Most providers began to exclusively carry the HD feed of the network during 2011, transmitting a downscaled[image: External link] and letterboxed[image: External link] version of the HD feed to provide the channel in 4:3 standard definition for analog viewers without any deviation, including the "NFL HD" logo. The standard definition feed was discontinued entirely in July 2012, concurrent with the introduction of the network's current logo.
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 NFL RedZone channel




Main article: NFL RedZone[image: External link]


The NFL RedZone channel is a special game day-only channel that broadcasts on Sundays during the regular season from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time (10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time[image: External link]). RedZone provides "whip around" coverage of all Sunday afternoon games airing in-progress on CBS[image: External link] and Fox[image: External link] . Whenever a team enters the red zone[image: External link], the coverage will switch full-screen over to the live feed of that game's television broadcast, and attempt to cover a potential scoring result (touchdown or field goal). The coverage is hosted by Scott Hanson[image: External link]. This is not to be confused with the completely separate and different Red Zone channel available only on NFL Sunday Ticket[image: External link].

Starting in 2016 NFL Network during the offseason replayed one week of NFL RedZone every Sunday from the previous season.
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 International distribution
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 United Kingdom




It was reported that the network would be made available in the United Kingdom in 2008.[16]
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 ESPN partnership




According to a February 2008 report in The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], NFL Network chief executive officer and former ESPN chairman Steve Bornstein had been in “high-level discussions” with NFL and executives from The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] including Disney CEO Robert Iger and NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell[image: External link]. An analyst quoted in the report suggested combining NFL Network with ESPN Classic[image: External link], which has a wide distribution on expanded basic cable tiers but attracts a modest audience. ESPN could use its market weight and demand more than the 16 to 17 cents per month that it currently receives from ESPN Classic.[17] Though such a merger has not occurred as of 2010, ESPN Networks and NFL Network do share some programming (such as NFL's Greatest Games[image: External link]).
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 Carriage and distribution complications




The NFL Network has had carriage disputes[image: External link] with a number of cable[image: External link] and satellite[image: External link] providers, although in recent years, major television providers have resolved disputes with the channel, and since 2012 NFL Network has been carried by each of the top ten television providers. The network-run IWantMyNFL.com[image: External link] website was designed to sell customers to push DirecTV[image: External link] to carry the channel instead of the traditional carriage-building strategy of asking cable customers to contact their cable providers and request the network; the site has since become a redirect to the network's website as cable coverage has been attained.
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 Comcast




On November 10, 2006, Comcast[image: External link] announced it would add NFL Network on its digital tier in time for the debut of the network's eight-game Thursday- and Saturday-night package.[18] On August 6, 2007, Comcast moved NFL Network from the digital tiers to the Sports Entertainment Package. This led to a court battle between NFL Network and Comcast, with the ruling in favor of Comcast; the NFL Network later appealed the ruling.[19] Comcast sent NFL Network a cease-and-desist letter to stop encouraging subscribers to drop their Comcast service.[20] Comcast's carriage agreement with the NFL Network ended in mid-2009.[21] On February 26, 2008, a New York appellate court reversed course on a May 2007 judgment that allowed Comcast to move the network from its second-most distributed tier to the company's sports tier. At that time, a court date had not been set. Four judges at the New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division, First Department, ruled the language "concerning additional programming package was ambiguous and that neither party has established that its interpretation of the relevant contracts is a matter of law."[22] Comcast's deal with the NFL Network was set to expire on April 30, 2009.[23] According to messages sent out to Comcast, Midco[image: External link], and some Cable Systems customers with or without set-top boxes[image: External link], NFL Network might be removed from some customers' channel lineups. The message said: "In spite of our efforts to continue carrying NFL Network/NFL Network HD, the NFL may terminate our rights. As a result these networks may be removed from lineups as soon as 5/1." On April 10, 2009, it was confirmed that Comcast would remove the channel on that date due to failing to reach a carriage agreement. However, on April 30, 2009, NFL Network announced that it would continue to be carried on Comcast in the interim while both sides tried to reach an agreemenet on a new contract.[24] On July 30, 2009, NFL Network was made available to lower-tiered Comcast digital cable subscribers.

NFL Network later filed a discrimination case against Comcast with the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link], claiming that since Comcast does not charge an extra fee for the sports channels it owns, Versus[image: External link] and Golf Channel[image: External link], it considered Comcast's move to charge extra for NFL Network unfair. On October 10, 2008, the FCC ruled as follows:


In the Second Report and Order, the Commission emphasized that the statute “does not explicitly prohibit multichannel distributors from acquiring a financial interest or exclusive rights that are otherwise permissible,” and thus, that “multichannel distributors [may] negotiate for, but not insist upon such benefits in exchange for carriage on their systems.” The Commission stated, however, that “ultimatums, intimidation, conduct that amounts to exertion of pressure beyond good faith negotiations, or behavior that is tantamount to an unreasonable refusal to deal with a vendor who refuses to grant financial interests or exclusivity rights for carriage, should be considered examples of behavior that violates the prohibitions set forth in Section 616.” We find that the NFL has presented sufficient evidence to make a prima facie[image: External link] showing that Comcast indirectly and improperly demanded a financial interest in the NFL’s programming in exchange for carriage. We further find that the pleadings and documentation present several factual disputes as to whether Comcast’s retiering of the NFL Network is the result of Comcast’s failure to obtain a financial interest in the NFL’s programming. Accordingly, we direct an Administrative Law Judge to hold a hearing, issue a recommended decision on the facts underlying the financial interest claim and a recommended remedy, if necessary, and then return the matter to the Commission within 60 days.[25][26]
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 Comcast trial




The trial before an administrative law judge (as ordered above) began on April 14, 2009.[27] On April 17, 2009, Comcast chairman and CEO Brian Roberts testified that the provider was willing to move the channel from the Sports Entertainment Package to a lower-priced base package if the subscriber fee was reduced to 25¢ per month (at that time, NFL Network was charging 75¢ per month). He claimed that overall, Comcast saved $50 million a year in license fees by leaving the channel on its Sports Package, which in turn led to savings for its customers.[28]

On April 30, 2009, NFL Network Total Access correspondent Lindsey Soto reported Comcast would continue to carry the network after its contract expired at midnight as negotiations proceeded. On May 19, 2009, the NFL and Comcast reached a ten-year agreement to place NFL Network on Comcast's Digital Classic package by August 1, 2009 for a monthly price between 45 and 50¢, instead of the 70¢ fee that the NFL originally requested.[29] This deal led to speculation that other cable operators would end their holdouts and try to reach deals that would bring the network to a wider audience.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As of 3 January 2011, the NFL Network was available only on the Digital Preferred or Sports package on Comcast's Xfinity system in Atlanta, Georgia, and not on a Digital Classic package (which does not exist). This is contrary to the above-mentioned agreement between Comcast and the NFL.
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 Time Warner Cable




On December 20, 2007, the NFL Network proposed to Time Warner Cable[image: External link] to enter into binding arbitration[image: External link], which would have a neutral third party determine the price and tier for NFL Network on the provider's systems, based on fair market value of the service. The NFL Network noted that the process could take some time and offered to make the December 29, 2007 game between the then unbeaten New England Patriots[image: External link] and New York Giants immediately available to Time Warner Cable subscribers, upon “written agreement to participate in the arbitration process and to be bound by its result.” The network was willing to make the binding arbitration available to cable providers not carrying the NFL Network and for an extension of Comcast's current contract.[30]

Time Warner Cable denied the binding arbitration proposal, saying "the operator has successfully reached agreements with hundreds of programming networks without the use of arbitration. We continue to believe that the best way to achieve results is to privately seek a resolution and not attempt to negotiate through the press or elected officials.” TWC stated that it would be willing to make the network available on its sports tier, as a premium service, or make the game available to its subscribers on a per-game basis, at a retail price set by the NFL, with 100% of attendant revenue going to the league.[31]

On September 21, 2012, the Associated Press[image: External link] reported that Time Warner Cable and Bright House Networks[image: External link] had reached an agreement to carry NFL Network.[32] Within hours, both NFL Network and NFL RedZone began to be carried on many Time Warner Cable systems in time for that week's games, with full distribution across the company's systems planned to be completed by September 27, in time for the next Thursday Night Football game.[33]
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 Cogeco




On November 10, 2006, Canadian cable provider Cogeco Cable announced that it had reached a carriage agreement with the NFL Network to carry the network on its "Sports & Information Tier". NFL Network had previously insisted that it would only allow cable providers to carry the network on basic tiers; Time Warner Cable stated it would only carry the network on a digital sports tier.[18] This makes Cogeco the only major cable provider to reach an agreement with the NFL Network by placing it directly on a digital sports tier without any repercussions from the network. When it was announced that NFL Network would carry Run to the Playoffs on Cogeco but not on a digital basic tier, it was stated that Cogeco's Sports & Information Tier "has about 30% penetration across all Cogeco subscribers and 60% penetration among Cogeco digital-cable[image: External link] homes."[34]
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 Insight Communications




In 2004, Insight Communications[image: External link] reached a carriage agreement with the NFL Network to carry the network on the provider's digital tier, in addition to carrying NFL Network On Demand and NFL Network HD.[35] At first, Insight did not carry the "Run to the Playoffs" games due to the extra surcharge providers pay to carry the games.[34] Insight did not show the first-ever game, between the Denver Broncos[image: External link] and the Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link] on November 23, 2006, but the game that aired the following week and future games were available due to a long-term agreement that was later reached.[36] Following Insight's January 2012 acquisition by Time Warner Cable, TWC chose to let the carriage agreement for NFL Network and NFL RedZone expire on August 1, 2012, which resulted in the two channels being removed from Insight's systems in Ohio[image: External link], Kentucky[image: External link] and Indiana[image: External link], due to the long-running carriage impasse between the National Football League and Time Warner Cable.[37] They were restored immediately upon Time Warner reaching a carriage agreement with the network two months later.
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 Dish Network




On February 20, 2008, Dish Network[image: External link] moved the NFL Network from its "America's Top 100" package to the "America's Top 200" package. Dish Network notified customers that the NFL Network was "moving out of Free Preview[image: External link] into America's Top 200 package" on February 20, 2008. The move cost NFL Network four million subscribers.[38] On February 27, 2008, the NFL Network announced it would file suit against Dish Network for moving the network to "America's Top 200". The move stemmed from the NFL Network's decision to simulcast the 2007 New England Patriots[image: External link]-New York Giants[image: External link] game on CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link], in addition to the game being shown on the NFL Network.[39] As of 3 March 2008, the NFL no longer encouraged customers to switch to Dish Network on the IWantMyNFL.com[image: External link] website; instead, the network only encouraged customers to switch to DirecTV[image: External link], Verizon FiOS[image: External link] or AT&T U-verse[image: External link] if their provider does not carry the network or has placed the network on a higher-priced tier.

On January 15, 2009, New York State Supreme Court Judge Rich Lowe ruled in favor of NFL Network, claiming their 2006 agreement for carriage on America's Top 100 package was still valid and Dish Network violated it by moving it to the America's Top 200 package, but he did not order Dish Network to move the channel to the lower package immediately.[40]

On April 10, 2009, it was announced that NFL Network and Dish Network had reached an out-of-court settlement to place the channel on the "Classic Silver 200" package.[41]

On June 16, 2016, Dish entered a new dispute with the NFL Network when the contract to carry the network expired at 7 PM ET, which resulted in the removal of the NFL Network and NFL Red Zone from the Dish Lineup, which marked the first time in the history of the NFL Network that a carriage agreement contract to carry the NFL Network expired and a new agreement was not reached before the deadline in which resulted in the temporary removal of the network from a cable/satellite provider.[42][43] As part of the new carriage agreement, Dish subsidiary Sling TV[image: External link] added both networks to its lineup on August 11, 2016, in time for the start of the 2016 NFL preseason schedule.[44]
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 Charter Communications




Charter Communications[image: External link] became one of the first multiple system operators[image: External link] to provide NFL Network, in 2004.[45] Initially the deal called for the network to be carried on Charter's digital-basic programming and included NFL HD and NFL On Demand.[46] However, in December 2005, the network had pulled itself from Charter and filed a breach of contract suit against the provider in the New York Supreme Court over contract language regarding distribution.[34] It was reported that NFL Network wanted a 125% rate increase in carriage fees and placement on Charter's expanded basic tiers.[47]

In August 2011, Charter Communications and NFL Network announced that the two parties had reached a new, long-term agreement to carry the NFL Network and RedZone in time for the 2011 season.[48]
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 PlayStation Vue




On August 25, 2016, two weeks after NFL Network and the Red Zone Channel launched on rival service Sling TV, Sony's IPTV service PlayStation Vue[image: External link] added the two networks to its lineup. NFL Network is available to Vue's Core, Elite, and Ultra tier subscribers, while Red Zone would be available as a $40 seasonal add-on channel.
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 Background




The NFL Network is embroiled in disputes[image: External link] with several cable providers. Perhaps the most public controversy is over its removal on some systems owned by Time Warner Cable[image: External link], the second-largest system in the United States[image: External link], which occurred in September 2006 and lasted until September 2012. That provider pulled the network from systems that it had purchased from Adelphia Communications[image: External link] and its February 2012 purchase of Insight Communications[image: External link] after those providers' agreements expired.

NFL Network has insisted that it be placed on basic tiers of participating providers and wishes to charge the cable companies a monthly rate of $0.61 per subscriber, while Time Warner Cable and other major cable providers wish to place it on a sports tier. Cable companies feel that a channel with such marginal interest and few live games with filler programming would be tough to sell outside of the football season.[49] NFL Network's position is that the demands are unreasonable and many other providers place NFL Network on a basic tier without subscriber backlash.[50]
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 2006 free preview




NFL Network offered a free preview from December 24 to 30, 2006 to Suddenlink Communications[image: External link] systems in West Texas[image: External link][51] and to Time Warner Cable[image: External link] and Cablevision[image: External link] systems in the New York City area. The package included the Texas Bowl and Insight Bowl, but excluded that week's NFL game between the New York Giants[image: External link] and Washington Redskins[image: External link], which was shown on NBC owned-and-operated station[image: External link] WNBC[image: External link] (channel 4) (NFL policy dictates that games that are televised nationally on a cable/satellite network be simulcast on a broadcast television station[image: External link] in the markets of the participating teams).

However, Time Warner Cable and Cablevision were only interested in showing the Texas Bowl, which featured the Rutgers Scarlet Knights[image: External link], who developed strong local appeal in 2006 and barely missed a berth in the Bowl Championship Series. The NFL denied that request and would only offer the free preview if Cablevision and/or Time Warner Cable made the entire preview week available to customers.[52]

TWC then offered to carry the free preview on a digital tier. Cablevision, however, continued to refuse to carry any NFL Network programming other than the Texas Bowl. It even announced that Cablevision would put it on channel 14 (normally occupied by a television listings channel that was used as an overflow feed for MSG Network[image: External link] and FSN New York[image: External link]) at 6:00 p.m. until the end of the network's postgame coverage. The NFL, however, stated that it would not accept that request.[53]

On December 21, however, after New Jersey legislators threatened legal action, Cablevision changed its mind and indeed showed not only the game between Rutgers and Kansas State[image: External link], but also the entire free preview schedule. Time Warner had made a similar announcement only hours earlier.[54] Suddenlink agreed on December 22 to carry the entire free preview for their customers in West Texas.[51] The free preview did not lead to long-term carriage deals, and the standoff continued between all three cable companies and the NFL Network.
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 2007 Packers vs. Cowboys controversy




2007 saw fresh controversy about the NFL Network. That year, the network happened to hold the rights to some match-ups with major implications. The first came in late November when one-loss Dallas[image: External link] hosted one-loss Green Bay[image: External link]. Green Bay's Brett Favre[image: External link] was also having one of the best seasons of his career and would eventually lead the resurgent Packers to the NFC Championship Game[image: External link]. Most fans could not see the game because of carriage restrictions, more noticeable because it involved nationally respected teams in a highly anticipated match-up. This controversy would pale in comparison to the final game the NFL Network would broadcast that season.
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 2007 Patriots vs. Giants controversy




Main article: 2007 New England Patriots – New York Giants game[image: External link]


In December 2007, U.S. Senator[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] of Massachusetts[image: External link] wrote a letter to NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell asking for the league to settle their differences in time for the New England Patriots[image: External link]-New York Giants[image: External link] game on December 29 that would be broadcast on Saturday Night Football[image: External link]. The game was the Patriots' record-sealing win that made them the first undefeated team through the regular season in 35 years. Kerry urged for a solution to be decided upon in time so that Americans could witness "a historic event".[55] An agreement was worked out between the NFL and two of the league's television partners, NBC and CBS, to allow the NFL Network broadcast of the game to be simulcast[image: External link] on those networks, resulting in the first NFL simulcast since Super Bowl I[image: External link] and the first three-network simulcast in the history of the league.[56]

In addition, New York City[image: External link] area MyNetworkTV[image: External link] owned-and-operated station WWOR-TV[image: External link] (channel 9), and Hearst Television[image: External link]-owned ABC[image: External link] affiliates WCVB-TV[image: External link] (channel 5) in Boston[image: External link] and WMUR-TV[image: External link] (channel 9) in Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link], expressed dissatisfaction over the CBS/NBC simulcast, stating it violated their agreements with the network. The stations had already been scheduled to air the game, as per NFL rules. Greg Aiello, an NFL spokesperson, stated that NBC and CBS would not have agreed to present the simulcast without clearing the game nationally, including the aforementioned markets. WWOR came to an agreement with the network and showed the game along with WNBC and WCBS-TV[image: External link] (channel 2) in the New York City market. WCVB also would still televise the game and stated that it was still working toward resolving issues with the NFL Network over additional coverage rights.[57] The result of these arrangements was that viewers in the New York, Boston and New Hampshire areas could see the game on up to four networks.

RCN Corporation[image: External link], the 12th-largest cable provider in the U.S., stated that the league's deal with CBS and NBC "devalues its contract with the league’s in-house service." Greg Aiello, a NFL spokesperson, said he was unaware of dissatisfaction among NFL Network affiliates over the simulcast and if any were seeking a rebate or other form of compensation because the game was being more widely distributed. If that were the case, he said, those discussions would “take place privately with our TV partners.”[58]
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 Suddenlink and NFL Network reach carriage agreement




On August 20, 2010, the National Cable Television Cooperative reached an agreement, of which Suddenlink Communications is a member, to carry the NFL Network on the organization's participating providers. As a result, Suddenlink announced it would offer NFL Network and NFL RedZone and immediately began carrying the channels. Suddenlink expected that the network's rollout to all of its service areas would be completed by or before September 12, the first Sunday of the NFL's 2010 regular season.[59]
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List of first overall National Football League draft Picks





This is a list of first overall National Football League draft picks. The National Football League draft is an annual sports draft[image: External link] in which NFL teams select newly eligible players for their rosters. To be eligible, a player must be out of high school at least three years. Each NFL franchise seeks to add new players through the annual NFL draft[image: External link]. The draft rules[image: External link] were last updated in 2009. The team with the worst record the previous year picks first, the next-worst team second, and so on. Teams that did not make the playoffs are ordered by their regular-season record, with any remaining ties broken by strength of schedule[image: External link]. Playoff participants[image: External link] are sequenced after non-playoff teams, based on their round of elimination (wild card[image: External link], division, conference, and Super Bowl[image: External link]).[1]

From 1947[image: External link] through 1958[image: External link] the first selection was awarded by a random draw. The team which received this "bonus" pick forfeited its selection in the final round of the draft. The winner of the "bonus pick" was eliminated from the draw in future years. By 1958[image: External link] all twelve clubs in the league at the time had received a bonus choice and the system was abolished.[2][3]

Before the merger[image: External link] agreements in 1966, the American Football League[image: External link] (AFL) operated in direct competition with the NFL and held a separate draft[image: External link]. This led to a massive bidding war over top prospects between the two leagues, along with the subsequent drafting of the same player in each draft. As part of the merger agreement on June 8, 1966, the two leagues held a multiple round "Common Draft[image: External link]". Once the AFL officially merged with the NFL in 1970, the "Common Draft" simply became the NFL Draft.[4][5][6]

Through the 2017 NFL draft[image: External link], 82 players have been selected first overall, with the most recent being Myles Garrett[image: External link]. The Indianapolis Colts[image: External link] – formerly the Baltimore Colts – have made the most first overall selections in history with seven. Of the first overall draft picks, 43 have been selected to a Pro Bowl and of those 43, twelve have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link]. Only five first overall draft pick players have been selected the NFL Rookie of the Year[image: External link]: Earl Campbell[image: External link] (1978); Billy Sims[image: External link] (1980); George Rogers[image: External link] (1981); Sam Bradford[image: External link] (2010); and Cam Newton[image: External link] (2011).

Key



	B
	Back[A 1]
	K
	Kicker
	NT
	Nose tackle[image: External link]



	C
	Center
	LB
	Linebacker
	FB
	Fullback[image: External link]



	DB
	Defensive back
	P
	Punter
	HB
	Halfback



	DE
	Defensive end
	QB
	Quarterback
	WR
	Wide receiver



	DT
	Defensive tackle
	RB
	Running back
	G
	Guard



	E
	End[image: External link]
	T
	Offensive tackle
	TE
	Tight end






	*
	Selected to a Pro Bowl



	‡
	Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link]




List of first overall picks



	First Overall Draft Picks



	Year
	Name
	Position
	College
	Team
	Notes



	1936[image: External link]
	Berwanger, JayJay Berwanger[image: External link][A 2]
	HB
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1935)



	1937[image: External link]
	Francis, SamSam Francis[image: External link]
	FB
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	—



	1938[image: External link]
	Davis, CorbettCorbett Davis[image: External link]
	FB
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Cleveland Rams[image: External link]
	—



	1939[image: External link]
	Aldrich, KiKi Aldrich[image: External link]*
	C
	TCU[image: External link]
	Chicago Cardinals[image: External link]
	NFL All-Star Game (1939, 1942)[7]



	1940[image: External link]
	Cafego, GeorgeGeorge Cafego[image: External link]
	HB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Chicago Cardinals[image: External link]
	—



	1941[image: External link]
	Harmon, TomTom Harmon[image: External link]
	HB
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1940)



	1942[image: External link]
	Dudley, BillBill Dudley[image: External link]‡
	HB
	Virginia[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	NFL All-Star Game (1950, 1951)[8]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1966)[8]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1946)[8]



	1943[image: External link]
	Sinkwich, FrankFrank Sinkwich[image: External link]
	HB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1942)



	1944[image: External link]
	Bertelli, AngeloAngelo Bertelli[image: External link]
	QB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Boston Yanks[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1943)



	1945[image: External link]
	Trippi, CharleyCharley Trippi[image: External link]‡
	HB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	Chicago Cardinals[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link])[9]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1968)[9]

NFL Champion[image: External link] ( 1947[image: External link])[10]



	1946[image: External link]
	Dancewicz, FrankFrank Dancewicz[image: External link]
	QB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Boston Yanks[image: External link]
	—



	1947[image: External link]
	Fenimore, BobBob Fenimore[image: External link]
	HB
	Oklahoma A&M[image: External link]
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	—



	1948[image: External link]
	Gilmer, HarryHarry Gilmer[image: External link]*
	QB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1950[image: External link], 1952[image: External link])[11]



	1949[image: External link]
	Bednarik, ChuckChuck Bednarik[image: External link]‡
	C, LB
	Penn[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1950[image: External link], 1951[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1955[image: External link], 1956[image: External link], 1960[image: External link])[12]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1967)[12]

NFL Champion[image: External link] ( 1949[image: External link], 1960[image: External link])[13][14]



	1950[image: External link]
	Hart, LeonLeon Hart[image: External link]*
	E
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1949)

Pro Bowl ( 1951[image: External link])[15]



	1951[image: External link]
	Rote, KyleKyle Rote[image: External link]*
	HB
	SMU[image: External link]
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1953[image: External link], 1954[image: External link], 1955[image: External link], 1956[image: External link])[16]



	1952[image: External link]
	Wade, BillBill Wade[image: External link]*
	QB
	Vanderbilt[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1958[image: External link], 1963[image: External link])[17]



	1953[image: External link]
	Babcock, HarryHarry Babcock[image: External link]
	E
	Georgia[image: External link]
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	—



	1954[image: External link]
	Garrett, BobbyBobby Garrett[image: External link]
	QB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	—



	1955[image: External link]
	Shaw, GeorgeGeorge Shaw[image: External link]
	QB
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Baltimore Colts[image: External link]
	NFL Champion[image: External link] ( 1958[image: External link])[18]



	1956[image: External link]
	Glick, GaryGary Glick[image: External link]
	DB
	Colorado A&M[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	—



	1957[image: External link]
	Hornung, PaulPaul Hornung[image: External link]‡
	HB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1956)

Pro Bowl ( 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link])[19]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1986)[19]

NFL Champion[image: External link] ( 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1965[image: External link])[20][21][22]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( I[image: External link])[23]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1961)[19]



	1958[image: External link]
	Hill, KingKing Hill[image: External link]
	QB
	Rice[image: External link]
	Chicago Cardinals[image: External link]
	—



	1959[image: External link]
	Duncan, RandyRandy Duncan[image: External link]
	QB
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	—



	1960[image: External link]
	Cannon, BillyBilly Cannon[image: External link][A 3]
	RB
	LSU[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1959)



	1961[image: External link]
	Mason, TommyTommy Mason[image: External link]*
	RB
	Tulane[image: External link]
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1964[image: External link])[24]



	1962[image: External link]
	Davis, ErnieErnie Davis[image: External link][A 4]
	RB
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1961)



	1963[image: External link]
	Baker, TerryTerry Baker[image: External link]
	QB
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1962)



	1964[image: External link]
	Parks, DaveDave Parks[image: External link]*
	WR
	Texas Tech[image: External link]
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1964[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link])[25]



	1965[image: External link]
	Frederickson, TuckerTucker Frederickson[image: External link]*
	RB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1965[image: External link])[26]



	1966[image: External link]
	Nobis, TommyTommy Nobis[image: External link]*
	LB
	Texas[image: External link]
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1966[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1972[image: External link])[27]



	1967[image: External link][A 5]
	Smith, BubbaBubba Smith[image: External link]*
	DE
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Baltimore Colts[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1970[image: External link], 1971[image: External link])[28]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( V[image: External link])[29]



	1968[image: External link][A 5]
	Yary, RonRon Yary[image: External link]‡
	T
	USC[image: External link]
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1971[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1977[image: External link])[30]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2001)[30]



	1969[image: External link][A 5]
	Simpson, O. J.O. J. Simpson[image: External link]‡
	RB
	USC[image: External link]
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link][A 6]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1968)

Pro Bowl ( 1969[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link])[31]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1985)[31]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1973)[31]



	1970[image: External link]
	Bradshaw, TerryTerry Bradshaw[image: External link]‡
	QB
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1975[image: External link], 1978[image: External link], 1979[image: External link])[32]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1989)[32]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( IX[image: External link], X[image: External link], XIII[image: External link], XIV[image: External link])[33][34][35][36]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XIII[image: External link], XIV[image: External link])[32]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1978)[32]



	1971[image: External link]
	Plunkett, JimJim Plunkett[image: External link]
	QB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1970)

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XV[image: External link], XVIII[image: External link])[37][38]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XV[image: External link])[39]



	1972[image: External link]
	Patulski, WaltWalt Patulski[image: External link]
	DE
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	—



	1973[image: External link]
	Matuszak, JohnJohn Matuszak[image: External link]
	DE
	Tampa[image: External link]
	Houston Oilers[image: External link]
	Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XI[image: External link], XV[image: External link])[37][40]



	1974[image: External link]
	Jones, EdEd Jones[image: External link]*
	DE
	Tennessee State[image: External link]
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1983[image: External link])[41]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XII[image: External link])[42]



	1975[image: External link]
	Bartkowski, SteveSteve Bartkowski[image: External link]*
	QB
	California[image: External link]
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1980[image: External link], 1981[image: External link])[43]



	1976[image: External link]
	Selmon, Lee RoyLee Roy Selmon[image: External link]‡
	DE
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1979[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1984[image: External link])[44]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1995)[44]



	1977[image: External link]
	Bell, RickyRicky Bell[image: External link]
	RB
	USC[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	—



	1978[image: External link]
	Campbell, EarlEarl Campbell[image: External link]‡
	RB
	Texas[image: External link]
	Houston Oilers[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1977)

Pro Bowl ( 1978[image: External link], 1979[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1983[image: External link])[45]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1991)[45]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1979)[45]

Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (1978)



	1979[image: External link]
	Cousineau, TomTom Cousineau[image: External link][A 7]
	LB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	—



	1980[image: External link]
	Sims, BillyBilly Sims[image: External link]*
	RB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1978)

Pro Bowl ( 1980[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link])[46]

Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (1980)



	1981[image: External link]
	Rogers, GeorgeGeorge Rogers[image: External link]*
	RB
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1980)

Pro Bowl ( 1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link])[47]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXII[image: External link])[48]

Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (1981)



	1982[image: External link]
	Sims, KennethKenneth Sims[image: External link]
	DE
	Texas[image: External link]
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	—



	1983[image: External link]
	Elway, JohnJohn Elway[image: External link]‡[A 8]
	QB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Baltimore Colts[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1986[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link])[49]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2004)[49]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXXII[image: External link], XXXIII[image: External link])[50][51]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XXXIII[image: External link])[49]

NFL MVP[image: External link] (1987)[49]



	1984[image: External link][A 9]
	Fryar, IrvingIrving Fryar[image: External link]*
	WR
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1985[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link])[52]



	1985[image: External link]
	Smith, BruceBruce Smith[image: External link]‡
	DE
	Virginia Tech
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link])[53]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2009)[53]



	1986[image: External link]
	Jackson, BoBo Jackson[image: External link]*[A 10]
	RB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link][A 11]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1985)

Pro Bowl ( 1990[image: External link])[54]



	1987[image: External link]
	Testaverde, VinnyVinny Testaverde[image: External link]*
	QB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (1986)

Pro Bowl ( 1996[image: External link], 1998[image: External link])[55]



	1988[image: External link]
	Bruce, AundrayAundray Bruce[image: External link]
	LB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	—



	1989[image: External link]
	Aikman, TroyTroy Aikman[image: External link]‡
	QB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 1996[image: External link])[56]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2006)[56]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXVII[image: External link], XXVIII[image: External link], XXX[image: External link])[57][58][59]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XXVII[image: External link])[56]



	1990[image: External link]
	George, JeffJeff George[image: External link]
	QB
	Illinois[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link][A 12]
	—



	1991[image: External link]
	Maryland, RussellRussell Maryland[image: External link]*
	DT
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1993[image: External link])[60]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXVII[image: External link], XXVIII[image: External link], XXX[image: External link])[57][58][59]



	1992[image: External link]
	Emtman, SteveSteve Emtman[image: External link]
	DT
	Washington[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	—



	1993[image: External link]
	Bledsoe, DrewDrew Bledsoe[image: External link]*
	QB
	Washington State[image: External link]
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 2002[image: External link])[61]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXXVI[image: External link])[62]



	1994[image: External link]
	Wilkinson, DanDan Wilkinson[image: External link]
	DT
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	—



	1995[image: External link]
	Carter, Ki-JanaKi-Jana Carter[image: External link]
	RB
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	—



	1996[image: External link]
	Johnson, KeyshawnKeyshawn Johnson[image: External link]*
	WR
	USC[image: External link]
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1998[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2001[image: External link])[63]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXXVII[image: External link])[64]



	1997[image: External link]
	Pace, OrlandoOrlando Pace[image: External link]‡
	T
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1999[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2001[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2005[image: External link])[65]

Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2016)[65]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XXXIV[image: External link])[66]



	1998[image: External link]
	Manning, PeytonPeyton Manning[image: External link]*
	QB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 1999[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link])[67]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XLI[image: External link], 50[image: External link])[68]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XLI[image: External link])[67]

NFL MVP[image: External link] ( 2003[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2013[image: External link])[67]



	1999[image: External link]
	Couch, TimTim Couch[image: External link]
	QB
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	—



	2000[image: External link]
	Brown, CourtneyCourtney Brown[image: External link]
	DE
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	—



	2001[image: External link]
	Vick, MichaelMichael Vick[image: External link]*
	QB
	Virginia Tech
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2002[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2010[image: External link])[69]



	2002[image: External link]
	Carr, DavidDavid Carr[image: External link]
	QB
	Fresno State[image: External link]
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XLVI[image: External link])



	2003[image: External link]
	Palmer, CarsonCarson Palmer[image: External link]*
	QB
	USC[image: External link]
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (2002)

Pro Bowl ( 2005[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2015[image: External link])[70]



	2004[image: External link]
	Manning, EliEli Manning[image: External link]*[A 13]
	QB
	Ole Miss
	San Diego Chargers
	Pro Bowl ( 2008[image: External link], 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2015[image: External link])[71]

Super Bowl champion[image: External link] ( XLII[image: External link], XLVI[image: External link])[72][73]

Super Bowl MVP[image: External link] ( XLII[image: External link], XLVI[image: External link])[71]



	2005[image: External link]
	Smith, AlexAlex Smith[image: External link]*
	QB
	Utah[image: External link]
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2013[image: External link], 2016)



	2006[image: External link]
	Williams, MarioMario Williams[image: External link]*
	DE
	North Carolina State[image: External link]
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2014[image: External link])[74]



	2007[image: External link]
	Russell, JaMarcusJaMarcus Russell[image: External link]
	QB
	LSU[image: External link]
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	—



	2008[image: External link]
	Long, JakeJake Long[image: External link]*
	T
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2008[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2011[image: External link])[75]



	2009[image: External link]
	Stafford, MatthewMatthew Stafford[image: External link]*
	QB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2014[image: External link])



	2010[image: External link]
	Bradford, SamSam Bradford[image: External link]
	QB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (2008)

Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (2010)



	2011[image: External link]
	Newton, CamCam Newton[image: External link]*
	QB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (2010)

Pro Bowl ( 2011[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2015[image: External link])[76]

Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (2011)

NFL MVP[image: External link] ( 2015[image: External link])



	2012[image: External link]
	Luck, AndrewAndrew Luck[image: External link]*
	QB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl ( 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link])[77]



	2013[image: External link]
	Fisher, EricEric Fisher[image: External link]
	T
	Central Michigan[image: External link]
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	—



	2014[image: External link]
	Clowney, JadeveonJadeveon Clowney[image: External link]*
	DE
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Pro Bowl (2016)



	2015[image: External link]
	Winston, JameisJameis Winston[image: External link]*
	QB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Heisman Trophy[image: External link] (2013)

Pro Bowl ( 2015[image: External link])



	2016
	Goff, JaredJared Goff
	QB
	California[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	—



	2017[image: External link]
	Garrett, MylesMyles Garrett[image: External link]
	DE
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	—




Statistics


	The following teams have never had the first overall pick

	Denver Broncos

	Jacksonville Jaguars

	Baltimore Ravens

	Seattle Seahawks





	Eight teams have made the playoffs in the same season in which they made the first overall selection in the draft. They were the 1968 Minnesota Vikings, 1978 Houston Oilers, 1982 New England Patriots, 1991 Dallas Cowboys, 2004 San Diego Chargers, 2008 Miami Dolphins, 2012 Indianapolis Colts, and 2013 Kansas City Chiefs.

	No team has ever gone from the first overall pick to a Super Bowl win in the same season. The Minnesota Vikings lost Super Bowl IV[image: External link] the year after they had the first overall pick.



First overall draft picks per team

The Indianapolis Colts[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] have each held the first overall pick a total of seven times, the most of any NFL team. This includes the Colts' time in Baltimore and the Rams' time in Cleveland and St. Louis. Only four teams in the league have never held the first overall pick in the NFL draft: the Denver Broncos[image: External link], the Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link], the Seattle Seahawks[image: External link] and the Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]. The Boston Yanks[image: External link] are the only defunct franchise to have held a first overall pick.[78]



	Team
	Total

number
	Year(s)
	Notes
	Ref



	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	7
	1955[image: External link], 1967[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1990[image: External link]

1992[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]
	

	3 as the Baltimore Colts

	4 as the Indianapolis Colts




	[79]



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	7
	1938[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1960[image: External link]

1963[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 2010[image: External link], 2016
	

	1 as the Cleveland Rams

	2 as the St. Louis Rams

	4 as the Los Angeles Rams




	[80]



	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	5
	1976[image: External link], 1977[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1984 NFL supplemental draft of USFL and CFL players[image: External link].




	[81]



	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	4
	1939[image: External link], 1940[image: External link], 1945[image: External link], 1958[image: External link]
	

	4 as the Chicago Cardinals




	[82]



	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	4
	1943[image: External link], 1950[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 2009[image: External link]
	
	[83]



	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	4
	1966[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]
	
	[84]



	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	4
	1969[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1979[image: External link], 1985[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1961 AFL Draft[image: External link]




	[85]



	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	4
	1971[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1964 AFL Draft[image: External link]

(as the Boston Patriots)




	[86]



	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	4
	1954[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2017[image: External link]
	
	[87]



	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	3
	1936[image: External link], 1937[image: External link], 1949[image: External link]
	
	[88]



	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	3
	1942[image: External link], 1956[image: External link], 1970[image: External link]
	
	[89]



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	3
	1953[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]
	
	[90]



	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	3
	1974[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link]
	
	[91]



	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	3
	1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]
	
	[92]



	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	3
	2002[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
	
	[93]



	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	2
	1941[image: External link], 1947[image: External link]
	
	[94]



	Boston Yanks[image: External link]
	2
	1944[image: External link], 1946[image: External link]
	
	[78]



	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	2
	1948[image: External link], 1962[image: External link]
	
	[95]



	New York Giants[image: External link]
	2
	1951[image: External link], 1965[image: External link]
	
	[96]



	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	2
	1957[image: External link], 1959[image: External link]
	
	[97]



	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	2
	1961[image: External link], 1968[image: External link]
	
	[98]



	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	2
	1973[image: External link], 1978[image: External link]
	

	2 as the Houston Oilers




	[99]



	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	1
	1981[image: External link]
	
	[100]



	New York Jets[image: External link]
	1
	1996[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1965 AFL Draft[image: External link]




	[101]



	San Diego Chargers
	1
	2004[image: External link]
	
	[102]



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	1
	2007[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1962 AFL Draft[image: External link]




	[103]



	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	1
	2008[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1966 AFL Draft[image: External link]




	[104]



	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	1
	2011[image: External link]
	
	[105]



	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	1
	2013[image: External link]
	

	Also had first selection in the 1963 AFL Draft[image: External link]




	[106]




First overall draft picks by school



	School
	Total

number
	Year(s)



	Notre Dame
	5
	
1944[image: External link], 1946[image: External link], 1950[image: External link], 1957[image: External link], 1972[image: External link]




	USC
	5
	
1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1977[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]




	Georgia
	4
	
1943[image: External link], 1945[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 2009[image: External link]




	Auburn
	4
	
1965[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2011[image: External link]




	Stanford
	4
	
1954[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]




	Texas
	3
	
1966[image: External link], 1978[image: External link], 1982[image: External link]




	Ohio State
	3
	
1979[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1997[image: External link]




	Oklahoma
	3
	
1976[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]




	Nebraska
	2
	
1937[image: External link], 1984[image: External link]




	Miami (FL)
	2
	
1987[image: External link], 1991[image: External link]




	Tennessee
	2
	
1940[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]




	Penn State
	2
	
1995[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]




	Virginia Tech
	2
	
1985[image: External link], 2001[image: External link]




	LSU
	2
	
1960[image: External link], 2007[image: External link]




	Michigan
	2
	
1941[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]




	South Carolina
	2
	
1981[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]




	California
	2
	
1975[image: External link], 2016




	Chicago
	1
	1936[image: External link]



	Indiana
	1
	1938[image: External link]



	TCU
	1
	1939[image: External link]



	Virginia
	1
	1942[image: External link]



	Oklahoma State
	1
	1947[image: External link]



	Alabama
	1
	1948[image: External link]



	Penn
	1
	1949[image: External link]



	SMU
	1
	1951[image: External link]



	Vanderbilt
	1
	1952[image: External link]



	Oregon
	1
	1955[image: External link]



	Colorado State
	1
	1956[image: External link]



	Rice
	1
	1958[image: External link]



	Iowa
	1
	1959[image: External link]



	Tulane
	1
	1961[image: External link]



	Syracuse
	1
	1962[image: External link]



	Oregon State
	1
	1963[image: External link]



	Texas Tech
	1
	1964[image: External link]



	Michigan State
	1
	1967[image: External link]



	Louisiana Tech
	1
	1970[image: External link]



	Tampa
	1
	1973[image: External link]



	Tennessee State
	1
	1974[image: External link]



	UCLA
	1
	1989[image: External link]



	Illinois
	1
	1990[image: External link]



	Washington
	1
	1992[image: External link]



	Washington State
	1
	1993[image: External link]



	Kentucky
	1
	1999[image: External link]



	Fresno State
	1
	2002[image: External link]



	Ole Miss
	1
	2004[image: External link]



	Utah
	1
	2005[image: External link]



	North Carolina State
	1
	2006[image: External link]



	Central Michigan
	1
	2013[image: External link]



	Florida State
	1
	2015[image: External link]



	Texas A&M
	1
	2017[image: External link]




First overall draft picks by position



	First overall selections by played:525




	Position
	Number of

Selections



	Quarterbacks
	31



	Running backs
	23



	Defensive linemen
	15



	Offensive linemen
	7



	Wide Receivers
	3



	Linebackers
	3



	Defensive backs
	1




Notes



	
^ In American and Canadian football, a back is a player who is lined up behind the linemen, the players who line up closest to the line of scrimmage.


	
^ Jay Berwanger did not sign with the Philadelphia Eagles. The Eagles traded his rights to the Chicago Bears; he did not sign with them either.


	
^ Billy Cannon signed with the AFL team Houston Oilers rather than the Los Angeles Rams.


	
^ Ernie Davis was subsequently traded to the Cleveland Browns after being drafted by the Washington Redskins.


	
^ a b c Because of the NFL–AFL merger agreement, the history of the AFL is officially recognized by the NFL and therefore this list includes the Common Draft[image: External link] for the years 1967, 1968, and 1969.


	
^ The Buffalo Bills were a part of the AFL[image: External link] when they selected Simpson with the first overall pick in the 1969 draft. The Bills joined the NFL the next year, in 1970.


	
^ Tom Cousineau chose to sign with the CFL[image: External link] team Montreal Alouettes[image: External link] over the Buffalo Bills.


	
^ John Elway was subsequently traded to the Denver Broncos after being drafted by the Baltimore Colts.


	
^ College seniors who had already sign with the USFL or CFL were not eligible for the regular draft. Instead the NFL held a three round special draft[image: External link] on June 5, 1984. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link] selected Steve Young[image: External link] first overall in that draft.


	
^ Bo Jackson did not sign with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and chose to enter the 1987 NFL draft[image: External link] the following year.


	
^ The Cleveland Browns – via the Buffalo Bills originally – possessed the number one overall pick but because they selected Bernie Kosar[image: External link] in the 1985 Supplemental Draft, the pick was subsequently given to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.


	
^ The Dallas Cowboys originally possessed the number one overall pick but because they selected Steve Walsh[image: External link] in the 1989 Supplemental Draft, the pick was given to the Indianapolis Colts who originally held the second overall pick.


	
^ Eli Manning was subsequently traded to the New York Giants after being drafted by the San Diego Chargers.
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Jared Goff






Jared Thomas Goff (born October 14, 1994) is an American football quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] of the National Football League (NFL). He played college football[image: External link] at California[image: External link] and was selected by the Rams with the first overall pick of the 2016 NFL Draft. Goff was a first-team All-Pac-12[image: External link] quarterback in 2015.
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 Early years




Goff was born and raised in Novato, California[image: External link], the son of Jerry Goff[image: External link] and Nancy Goff. Jared's father is a former Major League Baseball[image: External link] player who played for the Expos[image: External link], Pirates[image: External link], and Astros[image: External link].[1] His father was also a Cal athlete, playing as an all-conference and all-district catcher for the school's baseball team[image: External link].
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 High school career




Goff attended Marin Catholic High School[image: External link] in Kentfield, California[image: External link], where he played for the football team. He threw for 7,687 yards and 93 touchdowns with 18 interceptions in three varsity seasons at Marin Catholic, completing 477-of-767 passes (62.2%) for teams that combined to post a 39–4 overall record and 21–0 Marin County Athletic League mark on their way to an appearance in the state title game, one North Coast Section[image: External link] crown, three NCS playoff appearances, and three MCAL championships.
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 College career




Goff was recruited by a number of college programs and received scholarship offers from Boise State[image: External link], Fresno State[image: External link], and Washington State[image: External link][2] before choosing to attend the University of California[image: External link]. Goff was a mid-year enrollee at Cal in January 2013 and joined the team for 2013 spring practices. In August, he was named starting quarterback for the 2013 season[image: External link] over redshirt freshman quarterback Zach Kline,[3] becoming the first true freshman[image: External link] quarterback in Cal history to start a season opener.
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 2013 season




Goff started all twelve games in the 2013 season[image: External link], and although the team finished 1–11, he set Cal single-season records for passing yards (3,508), yardage gained (3,508), total offense (3,446), passes completed (320), and passes attempted (530). Goff finished the season with a 60.3 completion percentage with 18 touchdown passes and 10 interceptions.[4]
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 2014 season




In 2014[image: External link], Goff again was starting quarterback for the Golden Bears. In a September 27 matchup versus the Colorado Buffaloes[image: External link], Goff threw a career-high seven touchdown passes, completing 24-of-42 passes for 458 yards.[5] On October 4, Goff threw for a new career-high and school-record 527 yards and five touchdowns in a 60–59 victory over Washington State[image: External link].[6] He finished the 2014 season with 3,973 yards, 35 touchdowns, and a 62% completion rate once again shattering school records.
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 2015 season




In 2015[image: External link], as a junior, Goff led the Bears to a 7–5 regular season finish, clinching Cal's first winning season since 2011[image: External link]. Through 12 regular season games, Goff surpassed his own single-season records for passing yards (4,714), touchdown passes (43), and total offense (4,260). Going into the season, Goff was projected as the top quarterback for the 2016 NFL draft by Mel Kiper[image: External link][7] and Todd McShay[image: External link].[8] On November 14, 2015, Goff threw for 453 yards and six touchdowns in a 54–24 victory over Oregon State, earning Pac-12 Offensive Player of the Week honors for the first time.[9] Two weeks later, Goff set a new Cal single-game record with 542 passing yards in a 48–46 come-from-behind victory over Arizona State, earning Player of the Week honors for a second time.[10] In the 2015 Armed Forces Bowl[image: External link], Goff threw for six touchdown passes and 467 yards, leading the Bears to a 55–36 victory over Air Force.[11] In 2015, Goff set a new Pac-12 single-season passing-yardage record (4,714), and also set a new conference record for touchdown passes in a season (43).[12]

The Golden Bears never defeated any of their in-state rivals during Goff's time as quarterback. They went 0-9 against Stanford[image: External link], UCLA[image: External link], and USC[image: External link] when Goff was Cal's quarterback, and they also went 0-3 against division rival Oregon[image: External link].[13][14][15] Goff's father has been quoted as saying the lack of a marquee win bothered his son.[16] Goff majored in sociology[image: External link] in his time at Cal.

After his junior season, Goff announced that he would enter the 2016 NFL Draft.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 College career statistics






	Season
	Passing[18]



	Cmp
	Att
	Pct
	Yds
	Avg
	TD
	Int
	Rtg



	2013[image: External link]
	320
	530
	60.4
	3,508
	6.6
	18
	10
	123.2



	2014[image: External link]
	316
	509
	62.1
	3,973
	7.8
	35
	7
	147.6



	2015[image: External link]
	341
	529
	64.5
	4,714
	8.9
	43
	13
	161.2



	Totals[19]
	977
	1,568
	62.3
	12,195
	7.8
	96
	30
	144.0
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 Professional career




In mid-February 2016, most analysts had Goff projected to be selected in the early first round of the draft, with the second overall pick of the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] being his most frequently predicted landing spot, or the San Francisco 49ers[image: External link] with the seventh overall pick.[20][21] [22] Despite not excelling at the physical tests at the NFL scouting combine[image: External link], Goff still improved his draft stock with strong athleticism showings in the positional drills. Goff also reportedly scored a 36 on his Wonderlic[image: External link] exam.[23]



	Pre-draft measurables



	Ht
	Wt
	Arm length
	Hand size
	40-yd dash[image: External link]
	10-yd split
	20-yd split
	20-ss[image: External link]
	3-cone[image: External link]
	Vert[image: External link]
	Broad[image: External link]
	BP[image: External link]
	Wonderlic[image: External link]



	6 ft 4 in
	215 lb
	32¾ in
	9 in
	4.82 s
	1.65 s
	2.71 s
	4.47 s
	7.17 s
	27 in
	9 ft 2 in
	
	36[24]



	All values from NFL Combine[image: External link][25]




On April 28, 2016, Goff was selected with the first overall pick by the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] in the 2016 NFL Draft. The Rams had traded up in the first round and acquired the first pick from the Tennessee Titans[image: External link].[26] On June 9, 2016, Goff signed a four-year deal worth $27.9 million,[27] including an $18.6 million signing bonus.[28] On November 15, Goff was named the Rams' starting quarterback against the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] after spending the first nine games as the backup to veteran Case Keenum[image: External link].[29] Goff then started the final seven games. On November 20, 2016, he made his professional debut and first career start against the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] and lost 14-10, completing 17/31 attempts for 134 passing yards, and zero touchdowns or interceptions. The following week, Goff completed 20-of-32 pass attempts for 214 yards and three touchdowns and one interception in a 21-49 loss to the New Orleans Saints[image: External link]. During the game, he threw his first career touchdown pass on a 24-yard completion to wide receiver Tavon Austin[image: External link] in the first quarter and had his first career interception in the third quarter after Saints safety Kenny Vaccaro[image: External link] picked off his pass attempt.

In Week 14, Goff had 24 completions out of 41 pass attempts for 235 yards, no touchdowns, and two interceptions in a 14-42 loss to the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]. He also had his first career rushing touchdown on a 2-yard run in the fourth quarter.[30]

In his rookie season, Goff played in 7 games, all starts, and completed 112-of-205 passes for 1,089 yards and 5 touchdowns with 7 interceptions.
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 Career statistics






	Year
	Team
	Games
	Passing
	Rushing



	G
	GS
	Cmp
	Att
	Pct
	Yds
	Avg
	TD
	Int
	Rtg
	Att
	Yds
	Avg
	TD



	2016[image: External link]
	LA[image: External link]
	7
	7
	112
	205
	54.6
	1,089
	5.3
	5
	7
	63.6
	8
	16
	2.0
	1



	Career
	7
	7
	112
	205
	54.6
	1,089
	5.3
	5
	7
	63.6
	8
	16
	2.0
	1




Source:[31]
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 Personal life




Goff appeared as a guest for the Outdoor Channel[image: External link]'s Gridiron Outdoors, which is hosted by former football quarterback Mike Pawlawski[image: External link] in 2016.[32]

He grew up as a San Francisco 49ers[image: External link] fan, and wears #16 as a fan of Hall of Fame quarterback Joe Montana[image: External link], who played for the 49ers.[33]

Goff has an enzyme deficiency that does not allow his body to break down proteins.[34]
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Mr. Irrelevant






Mr. Irrelevant is the title bestowed each year upon the last pick of the annual National Football League draft[image: External link]. Although the NFL Draft dates back to 1936, the first person to officially be given the "Mr. Irrelevant" title was Kelvin Kirk[image: External link], pick number 487 of the 1976 draft. The current Mr. Irrelevant is Chad Kelly[image: External link], former quarterback for the Ole Miss Rebels football team, who was picked 253rd by the Denver Broncos[image: External link] in the 2017 draft.



TOP
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 History




"Mr. Irrelevant" and "Irrelevant Week" arose in 1976, when former Southern California[image: External link] and NFL receiver Paul Salata[image: External link] founded the event in Newport Beach, California[image: External link]. He continued to announce the final pick of the NFL draft until 2013; from 2014 his daughter took over in announcing the pick. During the summer after the draft, the new Mr. Irrelevant and his family are invited to spend a week in Newport Beach, California, where they enjoy a golf tournament, a regatta[image: External link], a roast[image: External link] giving advice to the new draftee, and a ceremony awarding him the Lowsman Trophy. The trophy mimics the Heisman, but depicts a player fumbling[image: External link] a football.[1]

"Irrelevant Week" gave so much publicity to "Mr. Irrelevant" that in 1979 the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link], with the penultimate pick, intentionally passed to let the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link], with the last pick, choose first. The Steelers also wanted the publicity and passed as well. The two teams continued to refuse to choose a player until NFL Commissioner[image: External link] Pete Rozelle[image: External link] forced the teams to pick. The incident led to the "Salata Rule", which prohibits teams from passing to get the final pick.[2]
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 Notable "winners"




Since the NFL draft was cut to its current seven-round format in 1994, players presented with this dubious honor have more often succeeded in making the team that drafted them, with significant contributions on the field.


	
Special teams[image: External link] player Marty Moore[image: External link] became the first Mr. Irrelevant to play in a Super Bowl[image: External link], with the New England Patriots[image: External link] in Super Bowl XXXI[image: External link].[3]


	
Mike Green[image: External link] played a significant role in the Chicago Bears[image: External link] secondary in the 2000s, and played from 2000 to 2008.[4]


	
Jim Finn[image: External link] was a fullback[image: External link] for the New York Giants[image: External link] on their victory in Super Bowl XLII[image: External link]. Prior to the 2007 season, Finn was placed on the Injured Reserve, and never played a game for the Giants on their road to the Super Bowl, having been replaced by Madison Hedgecock[image: External link]. Prior to 2007, he had been the Giants fullback for four seasons.[5]


	
2008 winner David Vobora[image: External link] was a starting linebacker for the St. Louis Rams[image: External link] during the 2009 season[image: External link].[5]


	
2009 winner Ryan Succop[image: External link] became the starting kicker[image: External link] for the Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]. He went on to tie the NFL record for highest field goal percentage by a rookie in a season with 86.2%, and also passed NFL Hall of Famer Jan Stenerud[image: External link] for most field goals made by a rookie in Chiefs history. Succop was awarded the Mack Lee Hill Award[image: External link] that year.[6] He has been the starting kicker since his rookie season making 81.5% of his field goals and a perfect 100% on extra points. Succop moved on to the Tennessee Titans[image: External link] for the 2014 season.



One "Mr. Irrelevant" (who actually predated the award by nearly a decade) went on to a productive professional career in another sport. Jimmy Walker[image: External link] was the final pick in 1967[image: External link] despite never having played college football. His main sport, however, was basketball[image: External link], in which he was a consensus All-American and the nation's leading scorer as a senior at Providence College[image: External link]. Walker was the first pick in the 1967 NBA Draft[image: External link], and opted for a career in the NBA[image: External link].[7]

The 2017 "Mr. Irrelevant" was Chad Kelly[image: External link], a quarterback from three different colleges, most recently the University of Mississippi. His uncle Jim Kelly[image: External link], who was also a quarterback, is a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link].
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 Mr. Irrelevant selections






	Year
	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Name
	Team
	Position
	College



	1976
	17
	28
	487
	Kirk, KelvinKelvin Kirk[image: External link]
	Steelers[image: External link]
	WR
	Dayton[image: External link]



	1977
	12
	27
	335
	Kelleher, JimJim Kelleher
	Vikings[image: External link]
	RB
	Colorado[image: External link]



	1978
	12
	28
	334
	Washburn, LeeLee Washburn
	Cowboys[image: External link]
	G
	Montana State[image: External link]



	1979
	12
	27
	330
	Almond, MikeMike Almond
	Steelers[image: External link]
	WR
	Northwestern State[image: External link]



	1980
	12
	28
	333
	McGriff, TyroneTyrone McGriff[image: External link]
	Steelers[image: External link]
	G
	Florida A&M[image: External link]



	1981
	12
	28
	332
	Nelson, PhilPhil Nelson
	Raiders[image: External link]
	TE
	Delaware[image: External link]



	1982
	12
	28
	334
	Washington, TimTim Washington[image: External link]
	49ers[image: External link]
	DB
	Fresno State[image: External link]



	1983
	12
	28
	335
	Tuggle, JohnJohn Tuggle[image: External link]
	Giants[image: External link]
	RB
	California[image: External link]



	1984
	12
	28
	336
	Essington, RandyRandy Essington
	Raiders[image: External link]
	QB
	Colorado[image: External link]



	1985
	12
	28
	336
	Chumley, DonaldDonald Chumley[image: External link]
	49ers[image: External link]
	DT
	Georgia[image: External link]



	1986
	12
	28
	333
	Travis, MikeMike Travis
	Chargers
	DB
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]



	1987
	12
	28
	335
	Jefferson, NormanNorman Jefferson[image: External link]
	Packers[image: External link]
	DB
	LSU[image: External link]



	1988
	12
	28
	333
	Beathard, JeffJeff Beathard
	Rams[image: External link]
	WR
	Southern Oregon[image: External link]



	1989
	12
	28
	335
	Ross, EverettEverett Ross
	Vikings[image: External link]
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]



	1990
	12
	27
	331
	Davis, DemetriusDemetrius Davis
	Raiders[image: External link]
	TE
	Nevada[image: External link]



	1991
	12
	28
	334
	Wanke, LarryLarry Wanke[image: External link]
	Giants[image: External link]
	QB
	John Carroll[image: External link]



	1992
	12
	28
	336
	Elliott, MattMatt Elliott[image: External link]
	Redskins[image: External link]
	C
	Michigan[image: External link]



	1993
	8
	28
	224
	Alcorn, DaronDaron Alcorn[image: External link]
	Buccaneers[image: External link]
	K
	Akron[image: External link]



	1994
	7
	28
	222
	Moore, MartyMarty Moore[image: External link]
	Patriots[image: External link]
	LB
	Kentucky[image: External link]



	1995
	7
	41
	249
	Reed, MichaelMichael Reed[image: External link]
	Panthers[image: External link]
	DB
	Boston College[image: External link]



	1996
	7
	45
	254
	Manuel, SamSam Manuel
	49ers[image: External link]
	LB
	New Mexico State[image: External link]



	1997
	7
	39
	240
	McAda, RonnieRonnie McAda[image: External link]
	Packers[image: External link]
	QB
	Army[image: External link]



	1998
	7
	52
	241
	Quayle, CamCam Quayle
	Ravens[image: External link]
	TE
	Weber State[image: External link]



	1999
	7
	47
	253
	Finn, JimJim Finn[image: External link]
	Bears[image: External link]
	RB
	Pennsylvania[image: External link]



	2000
	7
	48
	254
	Green, MichaelMichael Green[image: External link]
	Bears[image: External link]
	DB
	Northwestern State[image: External link]



	2001
	7
	46
	246
	Ofahengaue, TevitaTevita Ofahengaue[image: External link]
	Cardinals[image: External link]
	TE
	Brigham Young[image: External link]



	2002
	7
	50
	261
	Miller, AhmadAhmad Miller[image: External link]
	Texans[image: External link]
	DT
	UNLV[image: External link]



	2003
	7
	48
	262
	Hoag, RyanRyan Hoag[image: External link]
	Raiders[image: External link]
	WR
	Gustavus Adolphus[image: External link]



	2004
	7
	54
	255
	Sommersell, AndreAndre Sommersell[image: External link]
	Raiders[image: External link]
	LB
	Colorado State[image: External link]



	2005
	7
	41
	255
	Stokes, AndyAndy Stokes[image: External link]
	Patriots[image: External link]
	TE
	William Penn[image: External link]



	2006
	7
	47
	255
	McMahan, KevinKevin McMahan[image: External link]
	Raiders[image: External link]
	WR
	Maine[image: External link]



	2007
	7
	45
	255
	Robinson, RamzeeRamzee Robinson[image: External link]
	Lions[image: External link]
	CB
	Alabama[image: External link]



	2008
	7
	45
	252
	Vobora, DavidDavid Vobora[image: External link]
	Rams[image: External link]
	OLB
	Idaho[image: External link]



	2009
	7
	47
	256
	Succop, RyanRyan Succop[image: External link]
	Chiefs[image: External link]
	K
	South Carolina[image: External link]



	2010
	7
	48
	255
	Toone, TimTim Toone[image: External link]
	Lions[image: External link]
	WR
	Weber State[image: External link]



	2011
	7
	53
	254
	Ozougwu, ChetaCheta Ozougwu[image: External link]
	Texans[image: External link]
	DE
	Rice[image: External link]



	2012
	7
	46
	253
	Harnish, ChandlerChandler Harnish[image: External link]
	Colts[image: External link]
	QB
	NIU[image: External link]



	2013
	7
	48
	254
	Cunningham, JusticeJustice Cunningham[image: External link]
	Colts[image: External link]
	TE
	South Carolina[image: External link]



	2014
	7
	41
	256
	Ballentine, LonnieLonnie Ballentine[image: External link]
	Texans[image: External link]
	S
	Memphis[image: External link]



	2015
	7
	39
	256
	Christian, GeraldGerald Christian[image: External link]
	Cardinals[image: External link]
	TE
	Louisville[image: External link]



	2016
	7
	32
	253
	Reed, KalanKalan Reed
	Titans[image: External link][a]
	CB
	Southern Miss[image: External link]



	2017
	7
	35
	253
	Kelly, ChadChad Kelly[image: External link]
	Broncos[image: External link][b]
	QB
	Mississippi
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 Notes






	
^ Non-compensatory pick, pick traded from the Denver Broncos to the Tennessee Titans prior to selection.


	
^ Compensatory selection originally given to the Denver Broncos; from 2017 onwards, compensatory selections may be traded.
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Kalan Reed






Kalan Ascher Reed (born December 29, 1993) is an American football cornerback for the Tennessee Titans[image: External link] of the National Football League (NFL). He was Mr. Irrelevant in 2016 when the Tennessee Titans[image: External link] took him with the 253rd pick in the 2016 NFL Draft after they had been traded the pick by the Denver Broncos[image: External link]. In college, Reed played for the Southern Miss Golden Eagles[image: External link].
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 Early years




Reed attended Briarwood Christian School[image: External link] in Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link].
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 College career




Reed played college football for the Southern Miss Golden Eagles from 2012 to 2015. In addition to being All-Conference (Conference USA), he also achieved academic excellence and was on Conference USA's Commissioner's Honor Roll.
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 Professional career






	Pre-draft measurables



	Ht
	Wt
	40-yd dash[image: External link]
	10-yd split
	20-yd split
	20-ss[image: External link]
	3-cone[image: External link]
	Vert[image: External link]
	Broad[image: External link]
	BP[image: External link]



	5 ft 11 in
	192 lb
	4.38 s
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	All values from NFL Combine[image: External link][1]




Reed was selected by the Tennessee Titans[image: External link] with the final pick of the 7th round (253rd overall pick) in the 2016 NFL Draft, making him Mr. Irrelevant.[2] On May 9, 2016, he signed a contract with the Titans.[3] On September 2, 2016, Reed was released by the Titans as part of final roster cuts.[4] The next day, he was signed to the Titans' practice squad.[5] On November 28, 2016, Reed was promoted to the active roster.[6]
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2015 NFL Draft





The 2015 NFL Draft was the 80th annual meeting of National Football League (NFL) franchises to select newly eligible football players. It took place in Chicago at the Auditorium Theatre and in Grant Park, from April 30 to May 2.[1][2] The previous fifty NFL drafts[image: External link] (since 1965) had been held in New York City.[3] The 2015 NFL draft was the first to feature an outdoor component, where fans would be able to see the Commissioner[image: External link] on the Auditorium Theatre stage from across the street in the park; this area was called Draft Town.[4] The Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link] held the right to select first because they had the league's worst record in the previous season[image: External link]. The Arizona Cardinals[image: External link] made the final pick in the draft, commonly called Mr. Irrelevant.

One of the major storylines approaching the NFL draft was the competition between the previous two Heisman Trophy winners[image: External link], Jameis Winston[image: External link] winning the award in 2013 and Marcus Mariota[image: External link] in 2014. Both were considered excellent prospects and had the potential to become the first overall draft selection. Winston was considered to be a more polished pocket passer[image: External link] and pro-style[image: External link] quarterback, but has had several off the field issues while playing at Florida State[image: External link], ranging from a sexual assault allegation to shoplifting incidents. Mariota was considered a better athlete, the fastest quarterback in the draft, and had a better off-the-field reputation. However, Mariota ran a spread offense[image: External link] at Oregon[image: External link] which typically had not transitioned well from college to the NFL.[5] Although neither was considered a perfectly safe pick, the two quarterbacks were selected first and second overall. This is only the sixth time in NFL history that this has occurred. ( 1971[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1998[image: External link], 1999[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]).[6] It was also the first time that two Heisman trophy winners were selected with the first two overall picks.[7]




[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timing changes




Shortly before the draft, the NFL shortened the amount of time for certain selections to be made.[8] The time for seventh-round selections was reduced from five minutes to four minutes; similarly, the time for all compensatory selections, which cannot be traded, was reduced from seven minutes to four minutes.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early entrants




Main article: List of 2015 NFL draft early entrants[image: External link]


Seventy-four underclassmen announced their intention to forgo their remaining NCAA eligibility[image: External link] and declare themselves available to be selected in the draft. An additional ten players who graduated but were still eligible to play college football chose to enter the draft, bringing to 84 the total number of players who chose to forgo college eligibility to enter the draft.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview




The following is the breakdown of the 256 players selected by position:[10]



	47 Defensive backs


	37 Linebackers


	34 Wide receivers


	26 Offensive tackles


	23 Defensive ends


	23 Running backs


	18 Tight ends


	16 Offensive guards


	16 Defensive tackles


	7 Quarterbacks


	5 Centers


	2 Nose tackles[image: External link]


	1 Long snapper


	1 Punter







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Selection order




For more details on this topic, see National Football League draft § Rules for determining draft order[image: External link].

The draft order is based generally on each team's record from the previous season[image: External link], with teams which qualified for the postseason[image: External link] selecting after those which failed to make the playoffs.[11] The Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link] and Tennessee Titans[image: External link] each finished 2014[image: External link] with league-worst 2–14 records. The Buccaneers were awarded the first pick in round one due to having a worse strength of schedule.[12] The selection order for subsequent rounds follows the order of the first round, except that teams with the similar records (and the same playoff result for playoff teams) rotate selections round-by-round (e.g. the Titans picked first in the second round).

In addition to the seven picks each team is given (one in each round), the league allocated thirty-two (32) supplemental picks at the ends of round 3 through 7, for a total of 256 picks. The supplemental picks are awarded to teams who had net losses of free agent talent from the previous year.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Player selections






	Positions key



	



Jump to round: 2 • 3 • 4 • 5 • 6 • 7








	*
	= compensatory[image: External link] selection
	



	†
	= Pro Bowler[N 1]






	



	C
	Center
	
	CB
	Cornerback
	
	DB
	Defensive back
	
	DE
	Defensive end



	DL
	Defensive lineman[image: External link]
	DT
	Defensive tackle
	FB
	Fullback
	FS
	Free safety[image: External link]



	G
	Guard
	HB
	Halfback
	K
	Placekicker
	KR
	Kick returner[image: External link]



	LB
	Linebacker
	LS
	Long snapper
	OT
	Offensive tackle[image: External link]
	OL
	Offensive lineman[image: External link]



	NT
	Nose tackle[image: External link]
	P
	Punter
	PR
	Punt returner[image: External link]
	QB
	Quarterback



	RB
	Running back
	S
	Safety
	SS
	Strong safety[image: External link]
	TB
	Tailback



	TE
	Tight end
	WR
	Wide receiver
	 
	 
	 
	 













	
	Rnd.
	Pick #
	NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	
	1
	1
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Winston, JameisJameis Winston[image: External link] †
	QB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	2013 Heisman Trophy winner



	
	1
	2
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Mariota, MarcusMarcus Mariota[image: External link] 
	QB
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	2014 Heisman Trophy winner



	
	1
	3
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Fowler Jr., DanteDante Fowler Jr.[image: External link] 
	DE
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	4
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Cooper, AmariAmari Cooper[image: External link] †
	WR
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	2014 Fred Biletnikoff Award[image: External link] winner



	
	1
	5
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Scherff, BrandonBrandon Scherff[image: External link] †
	OT[image: External link]
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	2014 Outland Trophy[image: External link] winner



	
	1
	6
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Williams, LeonardLeonard Williams[image: External link] †
	DE
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	7
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	White, KevinKevin White[image: External link] 
	WR
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	8
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Beasley, VicVic Beasley[image: External link] †
	DE
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	9
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Flowers, EreckEreck Flowers[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	10
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Gurley, ToddTodd Gurley[image: External link] †
	RB
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	11
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Waynes, TraeTrae Waynes[image: External link] 
	CB
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	12
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Shelton, DannyDanny Shelton[image: External link] 
	DT
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	13
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Peat, AndrusAndrus Peat[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	14
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Parker, DeVanteDeVante Parker[image: External link] 
	WR
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	15
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Gordon, MelvinMelvin Gordon[image: External link] †
	RB
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R1 - 1]

2014 Doak Walker Award[image: External link] winner



	
	1
	16
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Johnson, KevinKevin Johnson[image: External link] 
	CB
	Wake Forest[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	17
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Armstead, ArikArik Armstead[image: External link] 
	DE
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from San Diego[image: External link] [R1 - 2]



	
	1
	18
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Peters, MarcusMarcus Peters[image: External link] †
	CB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	19
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Erving, CameronCameron Erving[image: External link] 
	C
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R1 - 3]



	
	1
	20
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Agholor, NelsonNelson Agholor[image: External link] 
	WR
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	21
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Ogbuehi, CedricCedric Ogbuehi[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	22
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Dupree, BudBud Dupree[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	23
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Ray, ShaneShane Ray[image: External link] 
	DE
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Detroit[image: External link] [R1 - 4]



	
	1
	24
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Humphries, D. J.D. J. Humphries[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	25
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Thompson, ShaqShaq Thompson[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	26
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Perriman, BreshadBreshad Perriman[image: External link] 
	WR
	UCF[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	27
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Jones, ByronByron Jones[image: External link] 
	CB
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	28
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Tomlinson, LakenLaken Tomlinson[image: External link] 
	G
	Duke[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R1 - 5]



	
	1
	29
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Dorsett, PhillipPhillip Dorsett[image: External link] 
	WR
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	30
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Randall, DamariousDamarious Randall[image: External link] 
	S
	Arizona State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	31
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Anthony, StephoneStephone Anthony[image: External link] 
	LB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R1 - 6]



	
	1
	32
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Brown, MalcomMalcom Brown[image: External link] 
	DT
	Texas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	33
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Collins, LandonLandon Collins[image: External link] †
	S
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R2 - 1]



	
	2
	34
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Smith, DonovanDonovan Smith[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	35
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Edwards, Jr., MarioMario Edwards, Jr.[image: External link] 
	DE
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	36
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Yeldon, T. J.T. J. Yeldon[image: External link] 
	RB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	37
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Smith, DevinDevin Smith[image: External link] 
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	38
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Smith, PrestonPreston Smith[image: External link] 
	DE
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	39
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Goldman, EddieEddie Goldman[image: External link] 
	DT
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	40
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Green-Beckham, DorialDorial Green-Beckham[image: External link] 
	WR
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from New York Giants[image: External link]  [R2 - 2]



	
	2
	41
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Funchess, DevinDevin Funchess[image: External link] 
	WR
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from St. Louis[image: External link] [R2 - 3]



	
	2
	42
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Collins, JalenJalen Collins[image: External link] 
	CB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	43
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	McKinney, BenardrickBenardrick McKinney[image: External link] 
	ILB
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R2 - 4]



	
	2
	44
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Kikaha, Hau'oliHau'oli Kikaha[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	45
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Kendricks, EricEric Kendricks[image: External link] 
	ILB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	2014 Butkus Award[image: External link] and Lott Trophy[image: External link] winner



	
	2
	46
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Tartt, JaquiskiJaquiski Tartt[image: External link] 
	S
	Samford[image: External link]
	SoCon[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	47
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Rowe, EricEric Rowe[image: External link] 
	CB
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R2 - 5]



	
	2
	48
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Perryman, DenzelDenzel Perryman[image: External link] 
	ILB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	49
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Morse, MitchMitch Morse[image: External link] 
	G
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	50
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Darby, RonaldRonald Darby[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	51
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Orchard, NateNate Orchard[image: External link] 
	DE
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R2 - 6]



	
	2
	52
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Phillips, JordanJordan Phillips[image: External link] 
	DT
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R2 - 7]



	
	2
	53
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Fisher, JakeJake Fisher[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	54
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Abdullah, AmeerAmeer Abdullah[image: External link] 
	RB
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	55
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Williams, MaxxMaxx Williams[image: External link] 
	TE
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R2 - 8]



	
	2
	56
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Golson, SenquezSenquez Golson[image: External link] 
	CB
	Mississippi[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	57
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Havenstein, RobRob Havenstein[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R2 - 9]



	
	2
	58
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Golden, MarkusMarkus Golden[image: External link] 
	DE
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R2 - 10]



	
	2
	59
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Sambrailo, TyTy Sambrailo[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Colorado State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	60
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Gregory, RandyRandy Gregory[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	61
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Marpet, AliAli Marpet[image: External link] 
	G
	Hobart[image: External link]
	Liberty League[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] [R2 - 11]



	
	2
	62
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Rollins, QuintenQuinten Rollins[image: External link] 
	CB
	Miami (OH)[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	63
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Clark, FrankFrank Clark[image: External link] 
	DE
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	64
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Richards, JordanJordan Richards[image: External link] 
	S
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	65
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Smith, D'JounD'Joun Smith[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida Atlantic[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R3 - 1]



	
	3
	66
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Poutasi, JeremiahJeremiah Poutasi[image: External link] 
	G
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	67
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Cann, A. J.A. J. Cann[image: External link] 
	G
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	68
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Walford, CliveClive Walford[image: External link] 
	TE
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	69
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Lockett, TylerTyler Lockett[image: External link] †
	WR
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Washington[image: External link] [R3 - 2]



	
	3
	70
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Strong, JaelenJaelen Strong[image: External link] 
	WR
	Arizona State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from New York Jets[image: External link] [R3 - 3]



	
	3
	71
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Grasu, HronissHroniss Grasu[image: External link] 
	C
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	72
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Brown, JamonJamon Brown[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	73
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Coleman, TevinTevin Coleman[image: External link] 
	RB
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	74
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Odighizuwa, OwaOwa Odighizuwa[image: External link] 
	DE
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	75
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Grayson, GarrettGarrett Grayson[image: External link] 
	QB
	Colorado State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	76
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Conley, ChrisChris Conley[image: External link] 
	WR
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R3 - 4]



	
	3
	77
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Johnson, DukeDuke Johnson[image: External link] 
	RB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	78
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Williams, P. J.P. J. Williams[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R3 - 5]



	
	3
	79
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Harold, EliEli Harold[image: External link] 
	DE
	Virginia[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	80
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Carter, AlexAlex Carter[image: External link] 
	CB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link]   [R3 - 6]



	
	3
	81
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Miller, JohnJohn Miller[image: External link] 
	G
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	82
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Mauldin, LorenzoLorenzo Mauldin[image: External link] 
	LB
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R3 - 7]



	
	3
	83
	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Mager, CraigCraig Mager[image: External link] 
	CB
	Texas State[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	84
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Hicks, JordanJordan Hicks[image: External link] 
	LB
	Texas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	85
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Kroft, TylerTyler Kroft[image: External link] 
	TE
	Rutgers[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	86
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Johnson, DavidDavid Johnson[image: External link] †
	RB
	Northern Iowa[image: External link]
	MVFC
	



	
	3
	87
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Coates, SammieSammie Coates[image: External link] 
	WR
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	88
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Hunter, DanielleDanielle Hunter[image: External link] 
	DE
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Detroit[image: External link] [R3 - 8]



	
	3
	89
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Mannion, SeanSean Mannion[image: External link] 
	QB
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R3 - 9]



	
	3
	90
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Davis, CarlCarl Davis[image: External link] 
	DT
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	91
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Green, ChazChaz Green[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	92
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Heuerman, JeffJeff Heuerman[image: External link] 
	TE
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	93
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Anderson, HenryHenry Anderson[image: External link] 
	DE
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	94
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Montgomery, TyTy Montgomery[image: External link] 
	WR
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
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	Gallik, AndyAndy Gallik[image: External link] 
	C
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R6 - 15]



	
	6*
	209
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Gwacham, ObumObum Gwacham[image: External link] 
	DE
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	210
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Ringo, ChristianChristian Ringo[image: External link] 
	DE
	Louisiana-Lafayette[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	211
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Cliett, ReshardReshard Cliett[image: External link] 
	OLB
	USF[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	212
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Chickillo, AnthonyAnthony Chickillo[image: External link] 
	DE
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	213
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Backman, KennardKennard Backman[image: External link] 
	TE
	UAB[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	214
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Sokoli, KristjanKristjan Sokoli[image: External link] 
	DT
	Buffalo[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	215
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Wichmann, CodyCody Wichmann[image: External link] 
	G
	Fresno State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	216
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Covington, ChristianChristian Covington[image: External link] 
	DT
	Rice[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	6*
	217
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Nunez-Roches, RakeemRakeem Nunez-Roches[image: External link] 
	DT
	Southern Miss[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	218
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Morris, AnthonyAnthony Morris[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Tennessee State[image: External link]
	OVC[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R7 - 1]



	
	7
	219
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Pullard, HayesHayes Pullard[image: External link] 
	ILB
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R7 - 2]



	
	7
	220
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Sterling, NealNeal Sterling[image: External link] 
	WR
	Monmouth[image: External link]
	Big South[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	221
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Debose, AndreAndre Debose[image: External link] 
	WR
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	222
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Reiter, AustinAustin Reiter[image: External link] 
	C
	USF[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	223
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Simon, DeonDeon Simon[image: External link] 
	NT[image: External link]
	Northwestern State[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	224
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Hager, BryceBryce Hager[image: External link] 
	ILB
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via NY Jets[image: External link] [R7 - 3]



	
	7
	225
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Rodgers, JakeJake Rodgers[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Eastern Washington[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	226
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Hart, BobbyBobby Hart[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	227
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Ifedi, MartinMartin Ifedi[image: External link] 
	DE
	Memphis[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	228
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Shepherd, AustinAustin Shepherd[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	229
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Koyack, BenBen Koyack[image: External link] 
	TE
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	from Cleveland[image: External link] via Houston[image: External link] and New York Jets[image: External link] [R7 - 4]



	
	7
	230
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Murphy, MarcusMarcus Murphy[image: External link] 
	RB
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	231
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Iosefa, JoeyJoey Iosefa[image: External link] 
	FB
	Hawaii[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via Baltimore[image: External link] and Detroit[image: External link] [R7 - 5]



	
	7
	232
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Robinson, EdmondEdmond Robinson[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Newberry[image: External link]
	SAC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] via Miami[image: External link] [R7 - 6]



	
	7
	233
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Brown, Da'RonDa'Ron Brown[image: External link] 
	WR
	NIU[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	234
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Lewis, DezminDezmin Lewis[image: External link] 
	WR
	Central Arkansas[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	235
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Hilliard, KennyKenny Hilliard[image: External link] 
	RB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	236
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Nzeocha, MarkMark Nzeocha[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Wyoming[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from San Diego[image: External link] [R7 - 7]



	
	7
	237
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Mihalik, BrianBrian Mihalik[image: External link] 
	DE
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	238
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Alford, MarioMario Alford[image: External link] 
	WR
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	239
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Holliman, GerodGerod Holliman[image: External link] 
	FS[image: External link]
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	2014 Jim Thorpe Award[image: External link] winner



	
	7
	240
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Robinson, CoreyCorey Robinson[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	241
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Ekpre-Olomu, IfoIfo Ekpre-Olomu[image: External link] 
	CB
	Oregon[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R7 - 8]



	
	7
	242
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	McDonald, DexterDexter McDonald[image: External link] 
	CB
	Kansas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R7 - 9]



	
	7
	243
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Gibson, LaurenceLaurence Gibson[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R7 - 10]



	
	7
	244
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Brown, TrentonTrenton Brown[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] via Indianapolis[image: External link] [R7 - 11]



	
	7
	245
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	McBride, TreTre McBride[image: External link] 
	WR
	William & Mary[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] via New York Giants[image: External link] [R7 - 12]



	
	7
	246
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Swaim, GeoffGeoff Swaim[image: External link] 
	TE
	Texas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R7 - 13]



	
	7
	247
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Roberts, DarrylDarryl Roberts[image: External link] 
	CB
	Marshall[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R7 - 14]



	
	7
	248
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Murphy, RyanRyan Murphy[image: External link] 
	SS[image: External link]
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	249
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	King, AkeemAkeem King[image: External link] 
	CB
	San Jose State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] via St. Louis[image: External link] [R7 - 15]



	
	7*
	250
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Siemian, TrevorTrevor Siemian[image: External link] 
	QB
	Northwestern[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	251
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Nixon, TaureanTaurean Nixon[image: External link] 
	CB
	Tulane[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	252
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Furman, JoshJosh Furman[image: External link] 
	SS[image: External link]
	Oklahoma State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	253
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Dickson, XzavierXzavier Dickson[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	254
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Anderson, RoryRory Anderson[image: External link] 
	TE
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	255
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Good, DenzelleDenzelle Good[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Mars Hill[image: External link]
	SAC[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	256
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Christian, GeraldGerald Christian[image: External link] 
	TE
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	Mr. Irrelevant






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Supplemental draft




A supplemental draft was held on July 9, 2015. For each player selected in the supplemental draft, the team forfeits its pick in that round in the draft of the following season. Seven players were available,[13] but only one was selected.[14][15]



	
	Rnd.
	Pick #
	NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	
	5
	-
	St. Louis Rams[image: External link]
	Battle, IsaiahIsaiah Battle 
	OT[image: External link]
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable undrafted players






	Original NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Callahan, BryceBryce Callahan[image: External link] 
	CB
	Rice[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	Starter for the Chicago Bears.



	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Collins, La'elLa'el Collins[image: External link] 
	G
	Louisiana State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	Was projected to be a first round pick prior to being involved in a murder investigation, plummeting his draft stock. Named starting left guard since Week 7 in 2015.



	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Andrews, DavidDavid Andrews[image: External link] 
	C
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	Starter for the New England Patriots.



	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Tye, WillWill Tye[image: External link] 
	TE
	Stony Brook[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	Starter for the New York Giants.



	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Lambo, JoshJosh Lambo[image: External link] 
	K
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	Starter for the San Diego Chargers.



	San Diego Chargers[image: External link]
	Williams, TyrellTyrell Williams[image: External link] 
	WR
	Western Oregon
	GNAC[image: External link]
	Starter for the San Diego Chargers.



	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Rawls, ThomasThomas Rawls[image: External link] 
	RB
	Central Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	Led team with 830 rushing yards in seven starts and led the NFL with 5.6 yards/carry in 2015.



	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Irving, DavidDavid Irving[image: External link] 
	DE
	Iowa State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	Starting Defensive End for the Dallas Cowboys beginning in 2015. NFC Defensive Player of the Week in Week 6 2016



	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Zenner, ZachZach Zenner[image: External link] 
	RB
	South Dakota State[image: External link]
	MVFC
	Detroit Lions starting running back at the end of 2016 season and playoffs



	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Humphries, AdamAdam Humphries[image: External link] 
	WR
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers starting wide receiver in 2016



	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Rogers, EliEli Rogers[image: External link] 
	WR
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh Steelers starting wide receiver in 2016












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trades




In the explanations below, (PD) indicates trades completed prior to the start of the draft (i.e. Pre-Draft), while (D) denotes trades that took place during the 2015 draft.


	Round one




	
^ No. 15: San Francisco → San Diego (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded this selection to San Diego[image: External link] in exchange for San Diego's 2015 first and fourth round selections (17th & 117th), and their fifth round selection in 2016 ( 142nd[image: External link]).[source 1]


	
^ No. 17: San Diego → San Francisco (D). see No. 15: San Francisco → San Diego.[source 1]


	
^ No. 19: Buffalo → Cleveland (PD). Buffalo[image: External link] traded this selection along with their fourth round selection (115th) and their first round selection in 2014 ( 9th[image: External link]) to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's first round selection in 2014 ( 4th[image: External link]) which Buffalo used to select wide receiver Sammy Watkins[image: External link].[source 2]


	
^ No. 23: Detroit → Denver (D). Detroit[image: External link] traded this selection to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's 2015 first and fifth round selections (28th & 143rd), their fifth round selection in 2016 ( 169th[image: External link]), and guard Manny Ramirez.[source 3]


	
^ No. 28: Denver → Detroit (D). see No. 23: Detroit → Denver.[source 3]


	
^ No. 31: Seattle → New Orleans (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded their first round selection (31st overall) and center Max Unger[image: External link] to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for New Orleans' fourth round selection (112th) and tight end Jimmy Graham[image: External link].[source 4]





	Round two




	
^ No. 33: Tennessee → New York Giants (D). Tennessee[image: External link] traded this selection to the Giants[image: External link] in exchange for New York's 2015 second, fourth and seventh round selections (40th, 108th & 245th).[source 5]


	
^ No. 40: New York Giants → Tennessee (D). see No. 33: Tennessee → New York Giants.[source 5]


	
^ No. 41: St. Louis → Carolina (D). St. Louis[image: External link] traded this selection to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for Carolina's 2015 second, third and sixth round selections (57th, 89th & 201st).[source 3]


	
^ No. 43: Cleveland → Houston (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded this selection and their seventh round selection (229th) to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Houston's 2015 second, fourth and fifth round selections (51st, 116th & 195th).[source 6]


	
^ No. 47: Miami → Philadelphia (D). Miami[image: External link] traded this selection and their sixth round selection (191st) to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for Philadelphia's 2015 second round selection and two 2015 fifth round selections (52nd, 145th & 156th).[source 7]


	
^ No. 51: Houston → Cleveland (D). see No. 43: Cleveland → Houston.[source 6]


	
^ No. 52: Philadelphia → Miami (D). see No. 47: Miami → Philadelphia.[source 7]


	
^ No. 55: Arizona → Baltimore (D). Arizona[image: External link] traded this selection to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for Baltimore's 2015 second round selection and a fifth round selection (58th & 158th).[source 8]


	
^ No. 57: Carolina → St. Louis (D). see No. 41: Carolina → St. Louis.[source 3]


	
^ No. 58: Baltimore → Arizona (D). see No. 55: Arizona → Baltimore.[source 8]


	
^ No. 61: Indianapolis → Tampa Bay (D). Indianapolis[image: External link] traded this selection and their fourth round selection (128th) to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Tampa Bay's 2015 third round selection and a fourth round selection (65th & 109th).[source 9]





	Round three




	
^ No. 65: Tampa Bay → Indianapolis (D). see No. 61: Indianapolis → Tampa Bay.[source 9]


	
^ No. 69: Washington → Seattle (D). Washington[image: External link] traded this selection to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for Seattle's 2015 third, fourth, fifth and sixth round selections (95th, 112th, 167th, & 181st).[source 10]


	
^ No. 70: New York Jets → Houston (D). The Jets[image: External link] traded this selection to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Seattle's 2015 third, fifth and seventh round selections (82nd, 152nd, & 229th).[source 11]


	
^ No. 76: Minnesota → Kansas City (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for Kansas City's 2015 third and sixth round selections (80th & 193rd).[source 3]


	
^ No. 78: Miami → New Orleans (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded this selection and linebacker Dannell Ellerbe[image: External link] to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Kenny Stills[image: External link].[source 12]


	
^ No. 80: multiple trades:

       No. 80: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 76: Minnesota → Kansas City

       No. 80: Minnesota → Detroit (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded their third round selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for Detroit's 2015 third and fifth round selections (88th & 143rd).[source 3]


	
^ No. 82: Houston → New York Jets (D). see No. 70: New York Jets → Houston.[source 11]


	
^ No. 88: Detroit → Minnesota (D). see No. 80: Minnesota → Detroit.[source 3]


	
^ No. 89: Carolina → St. Louis (D). see No. 41: Carolina → St. Louis.[source 3]


	
^ No. 95: Seattle → Washington (D). see No. 69: Washington → Seattle.[source 10]


	
^ No. 96: New England → Cleveland (D). New England[image: External link] traded this selection and their seventh round selection (219th) to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's fourth, fifth and sixth round selections (111th, 147th, & 202nd).[source 13]





	Round four




	
^ No. 101: Tampa Bay → New England (PD). Tampa Bay[image: External link] traded this selection along with tight end Tim Wright[image: External link] to New England[image: External link] in exchange for guard Logan Mankins[image: External link].[source 14]


	
^ No. 102: Oakland → Carolina (D). Oakland[image: External link] traded this selection to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for Carolina's fourth, fifth and seventh round selections (124th, 161st, & 242nd).[source 3]


	
^ No. 103: Jacksonville → New York Jets (D). Jacksonville[image: External link] traded this selection to the Jets[image: External link] in exchange for New York's fourth and seventh round selections (104th & 229th).[source 3]


	
^ No. 104: New York Jets → Jacksonville (D). see No. 103: Jacksonville → New York Jets.[source 3]


	
^ No. 108: New York Giants → Tennessee (D). see No. 33: Tennessee → New York Giants.[source 5]


	
^ No. 109: multiple trades:

       No. 109: St. Louis → Tampa Bay (PD). St. Louis[image: External link] traded this selection as well as their sixth round selection (183rd) to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for safety Mark Barron[image: External link].

       No. 109: Tampa Bay → Indianapolis (D). see No. 61: Indianapolis → Tampa Bay.[source 9]


	
^ No. 111: Cleveland → New England (D). see No. 96: New England → Cleveland.[source 13]


	
^ No. 112: multiple trades:

       No. 112: New Orleans → Seattle (PD). see No. 31: Seattle → New Orleans.[source 4]

       No. 112: Seattle → Washington (D). see No. 69: Washington → Seattle.[source 10]


	
^ No. 113: multiple trades:

       No. 113: San Francisco → Buffalo (PD). San Francisco[image: External link] traded their fourth round selection to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Stevie Johnson[image: External link].[source 15]

       No. 113: Buffalo → Philadelphia (PD). Buffalo[image: External link] traded their seventh round selection in the 2014 draft ( 224th[image: External link]) to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for running back Bryce Brown[image: External link] and Philadelphia's 2014 seventh round selection ( 237th[image: External link]). The trade also included a conditional future selection to be received by Philadelphia which will either be this pick, which Buffalo may receive from San Francisco (depending on whether Stevie Johnson[image: External link] hits certain undisclosed statistical thresholds in 2014) or Buffalo's third or fourth round selection in 2016 (depending on Brown achieving undisclosed performance levels in 2014).[source 16] The conditions resulted in the 49ers fourth round selection being sent to Philadelphia via Buffalo.[source 17]

       No. 113: Philadelphia → Detroit (D). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded this selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for Detroit's 2016 third round selection ( 77th[image: External link]).[source 18]


	
^ No. 115: Buffalo → Cleveland (PD). see No. 19: Buffalo → Cleveland.[source 2]


	
^ No. 116: multiple trades:

       No. 116: Houston → Cleveland (D). see No. 43: Cleveland → Houston.[source 6]

       No. 116: Cleveland → Arizona (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded this selection to Arizona[image: External link] in exchange for Arizona's fourth, sixth and seventh round selection (123rd, 198th, & 241st).[source 3]


	
^ No. 117: San Diego → San Francisco (D). see No. 15: San Francisco → San Diego.[source 1]


	
^ No. 119: Philadelphia → St. Louis (PD). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded this selection, their second round selection in 2016 ( 43rd[image: External link]), and quarterback Nick Foles to St. Louis[image: External link] in exchange for St. Louis' fifth round selection (145th) and quarterback Sam Bradford[image: External link]. The trade also includes a possible 2016 conditional selection going to Philadelphia based on Bradford's playing time in 2015. If Bradford takes less than 50 percent of the snaps, Philadelphia will receive St. Louis' fourth round selection. If he does not play at all, Philadelphia will receive St. Louis' third round selection.[source 19]


	
^ No. 122: Detroit → Baltimore (PD). Detroit[image: External link] traded this selection along with their fifth round selection (158th) to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for a seventh round selection (231st) and defensive tackle Haloti Ngata[image: External link].[source 20]


	
^ No. 123: Arizona → Cleveland (D). see No. 116: Cleveland → Arizona.[source 3]


	
^ No. 124: multiple trades:

       No. 124: Carolina → Oakland (D). see No. 102: Oakland → Carolina.[source 3]

       No. 124: Oakland → Tampa Bay (D). Oakland[image: External link] traded this selection to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Tampa Bay's fourth and seventh round selections (128th & 218th).[source 3]


	
^ No. 126: Denver → San Francisco (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection, along with their second and fifth round selections in 2014 ( 63rd[image: External link] & 171st[image: External link]) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's second and seventh round selections in 2014 ( 56th[image: External link] & 242nd[image: External link]).[source 21]


	
^ No. 128: multiple trades:

       No. 128: Indianapolis → Tampa Bay (D). see No. 61: Indianapolis → Tampa Bay.[source 9]

       No. 128: Tampa Bay → Oakland (D). see No. 124: Oakland → Tampa Bay.[source 3]





	Round five




	
^ No. 137: multiple trades:

       No. 137: Tampa Bay → Buffalo (PD). Tampa Bay[image: External link] traded this selection and a seventh round selection in 2014 ( 221st[image: External link]) to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for Buffalo's fifth round selection in 2014 ( 149th[image: External link]).[source 22]

       No. 137: Buffalo → Minnesota (PD). Buffalo[image: External link] traded this selection and their seventh round selection in 2016 ( 240th[image: External link]) to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Matt Cassel and Minnesota's sixth round selection (187th).[source 23]

       No. 137: Minnesota → Atlanta (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to Atlanta[image: External link] in exchange for Atlanta's fifth and sixth round selections (146th & 185th).[source 3]


	
^ No. 142: New York Jets → Chicago (PD). The Jets[image: External link] traded this selection to Chicago in exchange for wide receiver Brandon Marshall[image: External link] and a seventh round selection (224th).[source 24]


	
^ No. 143: multiple trades:

       No. 143: Chicago → Denver (PD). Chicago[image: External link] traded this selection along with their fifth round selection in 2014 ( 156th[image: External link]) to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's fourth and seventh round selections in 2014 ( 131st[image: External link] & 246th[image: External link]).[source 25]

       No. 143: Denver → Detroit (D). see No. 23: Detroit → Denver.[source 3]

       No. 143: Detroit → Minnesota (D). see No. 80: Minnesota → Detroit.[source 3]


	
^ No. 145: multiple trades:

       No. 145: St. Louis → Philadelphia (PD). see No. 119: Philadelphia → St. Louis.[source 19]

       No. 145: Philadelphia → Miami (D). see No. 47: Miami → Philadelphia.[source 7]


	
^ No. 146: Atlanta → Minnesota (D). see No. 137: Minnesota → Atlanta.[source 3]


	
^ No. 147: multiple trades:

       No. 147: Cleveland → New England (D). see No. 96: New England → Cleveland.[source 13]

       No. 147: New England → Green Bay (D). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Green Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Green Bay's fifth and seventh round selections (166th & 247th).[source 3]


	
^ No. 149: Minnesota → Miami (PD). Minnesota[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Mike Wallace[image: External link] and a seventh round selection (232nd).[source 26]


	
^ No. 151: San Francisco → Indianapolis (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded this selection to Indianapolis[image: External link] in exchange for Indianapolis' fifth and seventh round selections (165th & 244th).[source 3]


	
^ No. 152: Houston → New York Jets (D). see No. 70: New York Jets → Houston.[source 11]


	
^ No. 154: Kansas City → New Orleans (PD). Kansas City[image: External link] traded this selection to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for guard Ben Grubbs[image: External link].[source 27]


	
^ No. 156: Philadelphia → Miami (D). see No. 47: Miami → Philadelphia.[source 7]


	
^ No. 158: multiple trades:

       No. 158: Detroit → Baltimore (PD). see No. 122: Detroit → Baltimore.[source 20]

       No. 158: Baltimore → Arizona (D). see No. 55: Arizona → Baltimore.[source 8]


	
^ No. 161: Carolina → Oakland (D). see No. 102: Oakland → Carolina.[source 3]


	
^ No. 162: Baltimore → Tampa Bay (PD). Baltimore[image: External link] traded this selection to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for offensive lineman Jeremy Zuttah[image: External link].[source 28]


	
^ No. 165: Indianapolis → San Francisco (D). see No. 151: San Francisco → Indianapolis.[source 3]


	
^ No. 166: Green Bay → New England (D). see No. 147: New England → Green Bay.[source 3]


	
^ No. 167: multiple trades:

       No. 167: Seattle → Washington (D). see No. 69: Washington → Seattle.[source 10]

       No. 167: Washington → New Orleans (D). Washington[image: External link] traded this selection to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for New Orleans' sixth round selection (187th) and their sixth round selection in the 2016 NFL draft ( 187th[image: External link]).[source 3]


	
^ No. 168: multiple trades:

       No. 168: New England → Tampa Bay (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Jonathan Casillas[image: External link] and Tampa Bay's sixth round selection.[source 29]

       No. 168: Tampa Bay → Detroit (PD). Tampa Bay[image: External link] traded this selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for defensive end George Johnson[image: External link] and Detroit's seventh round selection (231st).[source 30]





	Round six




	
^ No. 177: Tampa Bay → New England (PD). see No. 168: New England → Tampa Bay.[source 29]


	
^ No. 181: multiple trades:

       No. 181: New York Jets → Seattle (PD). The Jets[image: External link] traded this selection to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Percy Harvin[image: External link].[source 31][source 32]

       No. 181: Seattle → Washington (D). see No. 69: Washington → Seattle.[source 10]


	
^ No. 183: St. Louis → Tampa Bay (PD). see No. 109: St. Louis → Tampa Bay.


	
^ No. 185: Atlanta → Minnesota (D). see No. 137: Minnesota → Atlanta.[source 3]


	
^ No. 187: New Orleans → Washington (D). see No. 167: Washington → New Orleans.[source 3]


	
^ No. 187: Minnesota → Buffalo (PD). see No. 137: Buffalo → Minnesota.[source 23]


	
^ No. 191: Miami → Philadelphia (D). see No. 47: Miami → Philadelphia.[source 7]


	
^ No. 193: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 76: Minnesota → Kansas City


	
^ No. 195: Houston → Cleveland (D). see No. 43: Cleveland → Houston.[source 6]


	
^ No. 198: Arizona → Cleveland (D). see No. 116: Cleveland → Arizona.[source 3]


	
^ No. 201: Carolina → St. Louis (D). see No. 41: Carolina → St. Louis.[source 3]


	
^ No. 202: multiple trades:

       No. 202: Baltimore → Cleveland (PD). Baltimore[image: External link] traded this selection to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's seventh round selection in 2014 ( 218th[image: External link]).[source 22]

       No. 202: Cleveland → New England (D). see No. 96: New England → Cleveland.[source 13]


	
^ No. 203: Dallas → Baltimore (PD). Dallas[image: External link] traded this selection to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for Baltimore's seventh round selection and linebacker Rolando McClain[image: External link].[source 33]


	
^ No. 206: Seattle → Indianapolis (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded this selection to Indianapolis[image: External link] in exchange for cornerback Marcus Burley[image: External link].[source 34]


	
^ No. 207: New England → Tennessee (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Akeem Ayers[image: External link] and Tennessee's seventh round selection (219th).[source 35]





	Round seven




	
^ No. 128: Tampa Bay → Oakland (D). see No. 124: Oakland → Tampa Bay.[source 3]


	
^ No. 219: multiple trades:

       No. 219: Tennessee → New England (PD). see No. 207: New England → Tennessee.[source 35]

       No. 219: New England → Cleveland (D). see No. 96: New England → Cleveland.[source 13]


	
^ No. 224: multiple trades:

       No. 224: Chicago → New York Jets (PD). see No. 224: New York Jets → Chicago.[source 24]

       No. 224: New York Jets → St. Louis (D). The Jets[image: External link] traded this selection to St. Louis[image: External link] in exchange for running back Zac Stacy[image: External link].[source 3]


	
^ No. 229: multiple trades:

       No. 229: Cleveland → Houston (D). see No. 43: Cleveland → Houston.[source 6]

       No. 229: Houston → New York Jets (D). see No. 70: New York Jets → Houston.[source 11]

       No. 104: New York Jets → Jacksonville (D). see No. 103: Jacksonville → New York Jets.[source 3]


	
^ No. 231: multiple trades:

       No. 231: Miami → Baltimore (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded this selection to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for offensive tackle Bryant McKinnie[image: External link].[source 36]

       No. 231: Baltimore → Detroit (PD). see No. 122: Detroit → Baltimore.[source 20]

       No. 231: Detroit → Tampa Bay (PD). see No. 168: Tampa Bay → Detroit.[source 30]


	
^ No. 232: multiple trades:

       No. 232: San Francisco → Miami (PD). San Francisco[image: External link] traded this selection to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for offensive tackle Jonathan Martin[image: External link].[source 37]

       No. 232: Miami → Minnesota (PD). see No. 149: Minnesota → Miami.[source 26]


	
^ No. 236: San Diego → Dallas (PD). San Diego[image: External link] traded this selection to Dallas[image: External link] in exchange for defensive tackle Sean Lissemore[image: External link].[source 38]


	
^ No. 241: Arizona → Cleveland (D). see No. 116: Cleveland → Arizona.[source 3]


	
^ No. 242: Carolina → Oakland (D). see No. 102: Oakland → Carolina.[source 3]


	
^ No. 243: Baltimore → Dallas (PD). see No. 203: Dallas → Baltimore.[source 33]


	
^ No. 244: multiple trades:

       No. 244: Dallas → Indianapolis (PD). Dallas[image: External link] traded this selection to Indianapolis[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Caesar Rayford[image: External link].[source 39]

       No. 244: Indianapolis → San Francisco (D). see No. 151: San Francisco → Indianapolis.[source 3]


	
^ No. 245: multiple trades:

       No. 245: Denver → New York Giants (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection to the Giants[image: External link] in exchange for kicker Brandon McManus[image: External link].[source 40]

       No. 245: New York Giants → Tennessee (D). see No. 33: Tennessee → New York Giants.[source 5]


	
^ No. 246: multiple trades:

       No. 246: Indianapolis → San Francisco (PD). Indianapolis[image: External link] traded this selection to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Cam Johnson[image: External link].[source 41]

       No. 246: San Francisco → Dallas (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded this selection to Dallas[image: External link] in exchange for Dallas' sixth round selection in the 2016 NFL draft ( 178th[image: External link]).[source 3]


	
^ No. 247: Green Bay → New England (D). see No. 147: New England → Green Bay.[source 3]


	
^ No. 249: multiple trades:

       No. 249: New England → St. Louis (PD). New England[image: External link] traded this selection to St. Louis[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Greg Salas[image: External link].[source 42]

       No. 249: St. Louis → Atlanta (PD). St. Louis[image: External link] traded this selection along with their first round selection in 2013 ( 22nd[image: External link]) to Atlanta[image: External link] in exchange for Atlanta's first, third and sixth round selections in 2013 ( 30th[image: External link], 92nd[image: External link] and 198th[image: External link]).[source 43][source 44]
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 Selections by college athletic conference






	Conference
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	NCAA Division I FBS football conferences



	The American[image: External link]
	2
	0
	0
	2
	2
	2
	3
	11



	ACC[image: External link]
	9
	4
	7
	7
	4
	11
	5
	47



	Big 12[image: External link]
	2
	1
	4
	4
	3
	6
	5
	25



	Big Ten[image: External link]
	3
	8
	4
	6
	10
	3
	1
	35



	C-USA[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	3
	1
	6



	MAC[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	4



	MWC[image: External link]
	0
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2
	3
	10



	Pac-12[image: External link]
	9
	6
	10
	5
	3
	3
	3
	39



	SEC[image: External link]
	7
	9
	6
	10
	6
	8
	8
	54



	Sun Belt
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	3



	Ind.
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2



	NCAA Division I FCS football conferences



	Big Sky[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1



	Big South[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1



	CAA[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	3



	MEAC
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1



	MVFC
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	0
	0
	4



	OVC[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2



	SoCon[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2



	Southland[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2



	SWAC[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Non-Division I football conferences



	Liberty[image: External link] ( DIII[image: External link])
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	SAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
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 Selections by position






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Center[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	1
	6



	Cornerback
	4
	5
	5
	3
	4
	5
	5
	31



	Defensive end
	4
	5
	5
	3
	2
	4
	2
	25



	Defensive tackle[image: External link]
	2
	2
	2
	3
	3
	7
	1
	20



	Fullback[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4



	Guard
	1
	2
	3
	6
	2
	2
	0
	16



	Linebacker
	4
	5
	3
	4
	7
	6
	5
	34



	Long snapper
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	Offensive tackle[image: External link]
	5
	4
	2
	3
	0
	2
	8
	24



	Punter
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	Quarterback
	2
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0
	1
	7



	Running back
	2
	2
	4
	3
	4
	1
	2
	18



	Safety[image: External link]
	1
	3
	0
	3
	3
	2
	3
	15



	Tight end
	0
	1
	3
	1
	5
	5
	4
	19



	Wide receiver
	6
	3
	5
	4
	6
	5
	6
	35






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Offense
	17
	12
	20
	21
	19
	17
	23
	129



	Defense
	15
	20
	15
	16
	19
	24
	16
	125



	Special teams
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
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 Notes






	
^ Players are identified as a Pro Bowler if they were selected for the Pro Bowl at any time in their career.
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2017 NFL Draft






The 2017 NFL Draft was the 82nd annual meeting[image: External link] of National Football League (NFL) franchises to select newly eligible American football players. It was held in front of the Philadelphia Museum of Art[image: External link][1] from April 27–29, returning to Philadelphia[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[2][3]

The player selections were announced from an outdoor theater built on the Rocky Steps[image: External link], marking the first time an entire NFL draft was held outdoors.[4]

On April 29, 2017 the NFL announced that the 2017 Draft was the most attended in history with more than 250,000 people attending.[5][6]

Starting from this draft, compensatory picks can be traded.[7]
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 Early entrants




Main article: List of 2017 NFL Draft early entrants[image: External link]


In order to be eligible to enter the draft, players must be at least three years removed from high school. The deadline for underclassmen to declare for the draft was January 16, 2017.

The following is the breakdown of the 253 players selected by position:



	34 Cornerbacks


	32 Wide receivers


	29 Linebackers


	26 Running backs


	25 Defensive ends


	23 Safeties


	20 Defensive tackles


	16 Offensive tackles


	14 Tight ends


	11 Offensive guards


	10 Quarterbacks


	6 Centers


	3 Placekickers


	3 Fullbacks


	1 Long snapper
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 Player selections






	Positions key



	



Jump to round: 2 • 3 • 4 • 5 • 6 • 7








	*
	= compensatory[image: External link] selection
	



	





	



	C
	Center
	
	CB
	Cornerback
	
	DB
	Defensive back
	
	DE
	Defensive end



	DL
	Defensive lineman[image: External link]
	DT
	Defensive tackle
	FB
	Fullback
	FS
	Free safety[image: External link]



	G
	Guard
	HB
	Halfback
	K
	Placekicker
	KR
	Kick returner[image: External link]



	LB
	Linebacker
	LS
	Long snapper
	OT
	Offensive tackle[image: External link]
	OL
	Offensive lineman[image: External link]



	NT
	Nose tackle[image: External link]
	P
	Punter
	PR
	Punt returner[image: External link]
	QB
	Quarterback



	RB
	Running back
	S
	Safety
	SS
	Strong safety[image: External link]
	TB
	Tailback



	TE
	Tight end
	WR
	Wide receiver
	 
	 
	 
	 













	
	Rnd.
	Pick #
	NFL team
	Player
	Pos.
	College
	Conf.
	Notes



	
	1
	1
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Garrett, MylesMyles Garrett[image: External link] 
	DE
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	2
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Trubisky, MitchellMitchell Trubisky[image: External link] 
	QB
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R1 - 1]



	
	1
	3
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Thomas, SolomonSolomon Thomas[image: External link] 
	DE
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] [R1 - 2]



	
	1
	4
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Fournette, LeonardLeonard Fournette[image: External link] 
	RB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	5
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Davis, CoreyCorey Davis[image: External link] 
	WR
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] [R1 - 3]



	
	1
	6
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Adams, JamalJamal Adams[image: External link] 
	S
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	7
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Williams, MikeMike Williams[image: External link] 
	WR
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	8
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	McCaffrey, ChristianChristian McCaffrey[image: External link] 
	RB
	Stanford[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	9
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Ross, JohnJohn Ross[image: External link] 
	WR
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	10
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Mahomes II, PatrickPatrick Mahomes II[image: External link] 
	QB
	Texas Tech[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R1 - 4]



	
	1
	11
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Lattimore, MarshonMarshon Lattimore[image: External link] 
	CB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	12
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Watson, DeshaunDeshaun Watson[image: External link] 
	QB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] via Cleveland[image: External link] [R1 - 5]



	
	1
	13
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Reddick, HaasonHaason Reddick[image: External link] 
	LB
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	14
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Barnett, DerekDerek Barnett[image: External link] 
	DE
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R1 - 6]



	
	1
	15
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Hooker, MalikMalik Hooker[image: External link] 
	S
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	16
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Humphrey, MarlonMarlon Humphrey[image: External link] 
	CB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	17
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Allen, JonathanJonathan Allen[image: External link] 
	DT
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	18
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Jackson, Adoree'Adoree' Jackson[image: External link] 
	CB
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	19
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Howard, O. J.O. J. Howard[image: External link] 
	TE
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	20
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Bolles, GarettGarett Bolles[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	21
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Davis, JarradJarrad Davis[image: External link] 
	LB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	22
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Harris, CharlesCharles Harris[image: External link] 
	DE
	Missouri[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	23
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Engram, EvanEvan Engram[image: External link] 
	TE
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	24
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Conley, GareonGareon Conley[image: External link] 
	CB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	25
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Peppers, JabrillJabrill Peppers[image: External link] 
	S
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R1 - 7]



	
	1
	26
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	McKinley, TakkaristTakkarist McKinley[image: External link] 
	OLB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R1 - 8]



	
	1
	27
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	White, Tre'DaviousTre'Davious White[image: External link] 
	CB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R1 - 9]



	
	1
	28
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Charlton, TacoTaco Charlton[image: External link] 
	DE
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	29
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Njoku, DavidDavid Njoku[image: External link] 
	TE
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R1 - 10]



	
	1
	30
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Watt, T. J.T. J. Watt[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	1
	31
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Foster, ReubenReuben Foster[image: External link] 
	LB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] via Seattle[image: External link] [R1 - 11]



	
	1
	32
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Ramczyk, RyanRyan Ramczyk[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R1 - 12]



	
	2
	33
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	King, KevinKevin King[image: External link] 
	CB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R2 - 1]



	
	2
	34
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Robinson, CamCam Robinson[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] via Seattle[image: External link] [R2 - 2]



	
	2
	35
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	McDowell, MalikMalik McDowell[image: External link] 
	DT
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Jacksonville[image: External link] [R2 - 3]



	
	2
	36
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Baker, BuddaBudda Baker[image: External link] 
	S
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] [R2 - 4]



	
	2
	37
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Jones, ZayZay Jones[image: External link] 
	WR
	East Carolina[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] [R2 - 5]



	
	2
	38
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Lamp, ForrestForrest Lamp[image: External link] 
	G
	Western Kentucky[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	39
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Maye, MarcusMarcus Maye[image: External link] 
	S
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	40
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Samuel, CurtisCurtis Samuel[image: External link] 
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	41
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Cook, DalvinDalvin Cook[image: External link] 
	RB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Cincinnati[image: External link] [R2 - 6]



	
	2
	42
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Williams, MarcusMarcus Williams[image: External link] 
	S
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	43
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Jones, SidneySidney Jones[image: External link] 
	CB
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	44
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Everett, GeraldGerald Everett[image: External link] 
	TE
	South Alabama[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R2 - 7]



	
	2
	45
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Shaheen, AdamAdam Shaheen[image: External link] 
	TE
	Ashland[image: External link]
	GLIAC[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R2 - 8]



	
	2
	46
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Wilson, QuincyQuincy Wilson[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	47
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Bowser, TyusTyus Bowser[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	48
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Mixon, JoeJoe Mixon[image: External link] 
	RB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R2 - 9]



	
	2
	49
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Anderson, RyanRyan Anderson[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	50
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Evans, JustinJustin Evans[image: External link] 
	S
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	51
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Walker, DeMarcusDeMarcus Walker[image: External link] 
	DE
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	52
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Kizer, DeShoneDeShone Kizer[image: External link] 
	QB
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R2 - 10]



	
	2
	53
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Tabor, TeezTeez Tabor[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	54
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	McMillan, RaekwonRaekwon McMillan[image: External link] 
	LB
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	55
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Tomlinson, DalvinDalvin Tomlinson[image: External link] 
	DT
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	56
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Melifonwu, ObiObi Melifonwu[image: External link] 
	S
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	57
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Cunningham, ZachZach Cunningham[image: External link] 
	LB
	Vanderbilt[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	58
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Pocic, EthanEthan Pocic[image: External link] 
	C
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	59
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Kpassagnon, TanohTanoh Kpassagnon[image: External link] 
	DE
	Villanova[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	60
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Awuzie, ChidobeChidobe Awuzie[image: External link] 
	CB
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	61
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Jones, JoshJosh Jones[image: External link] 
	S
	NC State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	62
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Smith-Schuster, JujuJuju Smith-Schuster[image: External link] 
	WR
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	2
	63
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Dawkins, DionDion Dawkins[image: External link] 
	G
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] [R2 - 11]



	
	2
	64
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Moton, TaylorTaylor Moton[image: External link] 
	G
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R2 - 12]



	
	3
	65
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Ogunjobi, LarryLarry Ogunjobi[image: External link] 
	DT
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	66
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Witherspoon, AhkelloAhkello Witherspoon[image: External link] 
	CB
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	67
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Kamara, AlvinAlvin Kamara[image: External link] 
	RB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R3 - 1]



	
	3
	68
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Smoot, DawuaneDawuane Smoot[image: External link] 
	DE
	Illinois[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	69
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Kupp, CooperCooper Kupp[image: External link] 
	WR
	Eastern Washington[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	70
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Elflein, PatPat Elflein[image: External link] 
	C
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link]  [R3 - 2]



	
	3
	71
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Feeney, DanDan Feeney[image: External link] 
	G
	Indiana[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	72
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Taylor, TaywanTaywan Taylor[image: External link] 
	WR
	Western Kentucky[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R3 - 3]



	
	3
	73
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Willis, JordanJordan Willis[image: External link] 
	DE
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	74
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Wormley, ChrisChris Wormley[image: External link] 
	DE
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R3 - 4]



	
	3
	75
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Riley, DukeDuke Riley[image: External link] 
	LB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R3 - 5]



	
	3
	76
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Anzalone, AlexAlex Anzalone[image: External link] 
	LB
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	77
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Hall, DaeshonDaeshon Hall[image: External link] 
	DE
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R3 - 6]



	
	3
	78
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Williams, TimTim Williams[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	79
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Stewart, ArDariusArDarius Stewart[image: External link] 
	WR
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link]  [R3 - 7]



	
	3
	80
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Basham, TarellTarell Basham[image: External link] 
	DE
	Ohio[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	81
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Moreau, FabianFabian Moreau[image: External link] 
	CB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	82
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Henderson, CarlosCarlos Henderson[image: External link] 
	WR
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	83
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Rivers, DerekDerek Rivers[image: External link] 
	DE
	Youngstown State[image: External link]
	MVFC
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R3 - 8]



	
	3
	84
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Godwin, ChrisChris Godwin[image: External link] 
	WR
	Penn State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	85
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Garcia, AntonioAntonio Garcia[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Troy[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from Detroit[image: External link] [R3 - 9]



	
	3
	86
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Hunt, KareemKareem Hunt[image: External link] 
	RB
	Toledo[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R3 - 10]



	
	3
	87
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Webb, DavisDavis Webb[image: External link] 
	QB
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	88
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Vanderdoes, EddieEddie Vanderdoes[image: External link] 
	DT
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	89
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Foreman, D'OntaD'Onta Foreman[image: External link] 
	RB
	Texas[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	90
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Griffin, ShaquillShaquill Griffin[image: External link] 
	CB
	UCF[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	91
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Johnson, JohnJohn Johnson[image: External link] 
	S
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] via Buffalo[image: External link] [R3 - 11]



	
	3
	92
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Lewis, JourdanJourdan Lewis[image: External link] 
	CB
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	93
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Adams, MontraviusMontravius Adams[image: External link] 
	DT
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	94
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Sutton, CameronCameron Sutton[image: External link] 
	CB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	3
	95
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Hill, DelanoDelano Hill[image: External link] 
	S
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] [R3 - 12]



	
	3
	96
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Golladay, KennyKenny Golladay[image: External link] 
	WR
	Northern Illinois[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R3 - 13]



	
	3*
	97
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Tankersley, CordreaCordrea Tankersley[image: External link] 
	CB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	98
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Williams, ChadChad Williams[image: External link] 
	WR
	Grambling State[image: External link]
	SWAC[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R3 - 14]



	
	3*
	99
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Douglas, RasulRasul Douglas[image: External link] 
	CB
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R3 - 15]



	
	3*
	100
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Smith, JonnuJonnu Smith[image: External link] 
	TE
	Florida International[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] [R3 - 16]



	
	3*
	101
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Langley, BrendanBrendan Langley[image: External link] 
	CB
	Lamar[image: External link]
	Southland[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	102
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Jones, NazairNazair Jones[image: External link] 
	DT
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	103
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Hendrickson, TreyTrey Hendrickson[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Florida Atlantic[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R3 - 17]



	
	3*
	104
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Beathard, C. J.C. J. Beathard[image: External link] 
	QB
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R3 - 18]



	
	3*
	105
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Conner, JamesJames Conner[image: External link] 
	RB
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	106
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Darboh, AmaraAmara Darboh[image: External link] 
	WR
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	3*
	107
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Beckwith, KendellKendell Beckwith[image: External link] 
	LB
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] [R3 - 19]



	
	4
	108
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Biegel, VinceVince Biegel[image: External link] 
	LB
	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R4 - 1]



	
	4
	109
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Johnson, JaleelJaleel Johnson[image: External link] 
	DT
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R4 - 2]



	
	4
	110
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Westbrook, DedeDede Westbrook[image: External link] 
	WR
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	111
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Thompson, TedricTedric Thompson[image: External link] 
	S
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R4 - 3]



	
	4
	112
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Jackson, EddieEddie Jackson[image: External link] 
	S
	Alabama[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] [R4 - 4]



	
	4
	113
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Jenkins, RayshawnRayshawn Jenkins[image: External link] 
	S
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	114
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Perine, SamajeSamaje Perine[image: External link] 
	RB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] [R4 - 5]



	
	4
	115
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Johnson, DorianDorian Johnson[image: External link] 
	G
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R4 - 6]



	
	4
	116
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Lawson, CarlCarl Lawson[image: External link] 
	DE
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	117
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Reynolds, JoshJosh Reynolds[image: External link] 
	WR
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link] [R4 - 7]



	
	4
	–
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Selection from New Orleans[image: External link] [R4 - 8] forfeited due to the Deflategate scandal.[Forfeited/Penalized 1]



	
	4
	118
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Hollins, MackMack Hollins[image: External link] 
	WR
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	119
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Cohen, TarikTarik Cohen[image: External link] 
	RB
	North Carolina A&T[image: External link]
	MEAC
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R4 - 9]



	
	4
	120
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Gedeon, BenBen Gedeon[image: External link] 
	LB
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	121
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Williams, JoeJoe Williams[image: External link] 
	RB
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] [R4 - 10]



	
	4
	122
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Siragusa, NicoNico Siragusa[image: External link] 
	G
	San Diego State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	123
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Nicholson, MontaeMontae Nicholson[image: External link] 
	S
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	124
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Reeves-Maybin, JalenJalen Reeves-Maybin[image: External link] 
	LB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R4 - 11]



	
	4
	125
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Ebukam, SamsonSamson Ebukam[image: External link] 
	LB
	Eastern Washington[image: External link]
	Big Sky[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] via NY Jets[image: External link] [R4 - 12]



	
	4
	126
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Wilson, HowardHoward Wilson[image: External link] 
	CB
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R4 - 13]



	
	4
	127
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Roberts, MichaelMichael Roberts[image: External link] 
	TE
	Toledo[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	128
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Malone, JoshJosh Malone[image: External link] 
	WR
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R4 - 14]



	
	4
	–
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Selection moved down twelve spots [Forfeited/Penalized 2]



	
	4
	129
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Sharpe, DavidDavid Sharpe[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	130
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Davenport, JuliénJulién Davenport[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Bucknell[image: External link]
	Patriot[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	131
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	Wise Jr., DeatrichDeatrich Wise Jr.[image: External link] 
	DE
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link] [R4 - 15]



	
	4
	132
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Pumphrey, DonnelDonnel Pumphrey[image: External link] 
	RB
	San Diego State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R4 - 16]



	
	4
	133
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Switzer, RyanRyan Switzer[image: External link] 
	WR
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	134
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Williams, JamaalJamaal Williams[image: External link] 
	RB
	BYU[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	4
	135
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Dobbs, JoshuaJoshua Dobbs[image: External link] 
	QB
	Tennessee[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	136
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Harlow, SeanSean Harlow[image: External link] 
	C
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	4
	137
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Banner, ZachZach Banner[image: External link] 
	G
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R4 - 17]



	
	4*
	138
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Glasgow, RyanRyan Glasgow[image: External link] 
	DT
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	
















	
	4*
	139
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Chesson, JehuJehu Chesson[image: External link] 
	WR
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] via Philadelphia[image: External link] and Minnesota[image: External link] [R4 - 18]








	
	4
	140
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Gallman, WayneWayne Gallman[image: External link] 
	RB
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	Selection dropped 12 spots (see above)








	
	4*
	141
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Hansen, ChadChad Hansen[image: External link] 
	WR
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] [R4 - 19]








	
	4*
	142
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Watkins, CarlosCarlos Watkins[image: External link] 
	DT
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R4 - 20]








	
	4*
	143
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Mack, MarlonMarlon Mack[image: External link] 
	RB
	South Florida[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link]  [R4 - 21]








	
	4*
	144
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Stewart, GroverGrover Stewart[image: External link] 
	DT
	Albany State[image: External link]
	SIAC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	145
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Butt, JakeJake Butt[image: External link] 
	TE
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R5 - 1]








	
	5
	146
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Kittle, GeorgeGeorge Kittle[image: External link] 
	TE
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	147
	Chicago Bears[image: External link]
	Morgan, JordanJordan Morgan[image: External link] 
	G
	Kutztown[image: External link]
	PSAC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	148
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Brown, BlairBlair Brown[image: External link] 
	LB
	Ohio[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	149
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Kazee, DamontaeDamontae Kazee[image: External link] 
	CB
	San Diego State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] via Buffalo[image: External link] [R5 - 2]








	
	5
	150
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Leggett, JordanJordan Leggett[image: External link] 
	TE
	Clemson[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	151
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	King, DesmondDesmond King[image: External link] 
	CB
	Iowa[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	








	
	5
	152
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Elder, CornCorn Elder[image: External link] 
	CB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	153
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Elliott, JakeJake Elliott[image: External link] 
	K
	Memphis[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	154
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Sprinkle, JeremyJeremy Sprinkle[image: External link] 
	TE
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link] [R5 - 3]



	
	5
	155
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Brown, JayonJayon Brown[image: External link] 
	LB
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R5 - 4]



	
	5
	156
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Hill, BrianBrian Hill[image: External link] 
	RB
	Wyoming[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R5 - 5]



	
	5
	157
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Holden, WillWill Holden[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Vanderbilt[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	158
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Hairston, NateNate Hairston[image: External link] 
	CB
	Temple[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	159
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Eluemunor, JermaineJermaine Eluemunor[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Texas A&M[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	160
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Johnson, RoderickRoderick Johnson[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] via NY Jets[image: External link] [R5 - 6]



	
	5
	161
	Indianapolis Colts[image: External link]
	Walker Jr., AnthonyAnthony Walker Jr.[image: External link] 
	LB
	Northwestern[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Washington[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R5 - 7]



	
	5
	162
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	McNichols, JeremyJeremy McNichols[image: External link] 
	RB
	Boise State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	163
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Milano, MattMatt Milano[image: External link] 
	LB
	Boston College[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R5 - 8]



	
	5
	164
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Asiata, IsaacIsaac Asiata[image: External link] 
	G
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] via Philadelphia[image: External link] [R5 - 9]



	
	5
	165
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Agnew, JamalJamal Agnew[image: External link] 
	CB
	San Diego[image: External link]
	Pioneer[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	166
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Gibson, SheltonShelton Gibson[image: External link] 
	WR
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R5 - 10]



	
	5
	167
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Moss, AveryAvery Moss[image: External link] 
	DE
	Youngstown State[image: External link]
	MVFC
	



	
	5
	168
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Lee, MarquelMarquel Lee[image: External link] 
	LB
	Wake Forest[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	169
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Decoud, TrestonTreston Decoud[image: External link] 
	CB
	Oregon State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	–
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited for violating off-season workout policies [Forfeited/Penalized 3]



	
	5
	170
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Adams, RodneyRodney Adams[image: External link] 
	WR
	South Florida[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R5 - 11]



	
	5
	171
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Peterman, NathanNathan Peterman[image: External link] 
	QB
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] [R5 - 12]



	
	5
	172
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	McKenzie, IsaiahIsaiah McKenzie[image: External link] 
	WR
	Georgia[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Green Bay[image: External link] [R5 - 13]



	
	5
	173
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Allen, BrianBrian Allen[image: External link] 
	CB
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	174
	Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]
	Saubert, EricEric Saubert[image: External link] 
	TE
	Drake[image: External link]
	Pioneer[image: External link]
	



	
	5
	175
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Yancey, DeAngeloDeAngelo Yancey[image: External link] 
	WR
	Purdue[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] via Cleveland[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link] [R5 - 14]



	
	5*
	176
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Dielman, J. J.J. J. Dielman[image: External link] 
	C
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	177
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Taylor, TrentTrent Taylor[image: External link] 
	WR
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R5 - 15]



	
	5*
	178
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Godchaux, DavonDavon Godchaux[image: External link] 
	DT
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	179
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Logan, T. J.T. J. Logan[image: External link] 
	RB
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	180
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Isidora, DannyDanny Isidora[image: External link] 
	G
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R5 - 16]



	
	5*
	181
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Donahue, DylanDylan Donahue[image: External link] 
	DE
	West Georgia[image: External link]
	GSC[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] [R5 - 17]



	
	5*
	182
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Jones, AaronAaron Jones[image: External link] 
	RB
	UTEP[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	



	
	5*
	183
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Eligwe, UkemeUkeme Eligwe[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Georgia Southern[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R5 - 18]



	
	5*
	184
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Gerry, NathanNathan Gerry[image: External link] 
	S
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R5 - 19]



	
	6
	185
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Brantley, CalebCaleb Brantley[image: External link] 
	DT
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	186
	Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]
	Clark, ChuckChuck Clark[image: External link] 
	S
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] [R6 - 1]



	
	6
	187
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Tyson, MichaelMichael Tyson[image: External link] 
	S
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from Jacksonville[image: External link] [R6 - 2]



	
	6
	188
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	McGuire, ElijahElijah McGuire[image: External link] 
	RB
	Louisiana-Lafayette[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via Houston[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] [R6 - 3]



	
	6
	189
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Smart, TanzelTanzel Smart[image: External link] 
	DT
	Tulane[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	190
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Tevi, SamSam Tevi[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	191
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Woods, XavierXavier Woods[image: External link] 
	S
	Louisiana Tech[image: External link]
	C-USA[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] [R6 - 4]



	
	6
	192
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Armah, AlexanderAlexander Armah[image: External link] 
	FB
	West Georgia[image: External link]
	GSC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	193
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Evans, JordanJordan Evans[image: External link] 
	ILB
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	194
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Taylor, VincentVincent Taylor[image: External link] 
	DT
	Oklahoma State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] [R6 - 5]



	
	6
	195
	Buffalo Bills[image: External link]
	Vallejo, TannerTanner Vallejo[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Boise State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	196
	New Orleans Saints[image: External link]
	Muhammad, Al-QuadinAl-Quadin Muhammad[image: External link] 
	DE
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	197
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Clark, JeremyJeremy Clark[image: External link] 
	CB
	Michigan[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] via Chicago[image: External link] and LA Rams[image: External link] [R6 - 6]



	
	6
	198
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Jones, D. J.D. J. Jones[image: External link] 
	DT
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R6 - 7]



	
	6
	199
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Roullier, ChaseChase Roullier[image: External link] 
	C
	Wyoming[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Minnesota[image: External link] [R6 - 8]



	
	6
	200
	New York Giants[image: External link]
	Bisnowaty, AdamAdam Bisnowaty[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] and Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 9]



	
	6
	201
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Hodges, BuckyBucky Hodges[image: External link] 
	TE
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Washington[image: External link] [R6 - 10]



	
	6
	202
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Taumoepenu, PitaPita Taumoepenu[image: External link] 
	DE
	Utah[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R6 - 11]



	
	6
	203
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Henderson, De'AngeloDe'Angelo Henderson[image: External link] 
	RB
	Coastal Carolina[image: External link]
	Ind. (FCS)[image: External link]
	from Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 12]



	
	6
	204
	New York Jets[image: External link]
	Jones, DerrickDerrick Jones[image: External link] 
	CB
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R6 - 13]



	
	6
	205
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Ledbetter, JeremiahJeremiah Ledbetter[image: External link] 
	DE
	Arkansas[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	206
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Rogers, SamSam Rogers[image: External link] 
	FB
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R6 - 14]



	
	6
	207
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Wilson, BrandonBrandon Wilson[image: External link] 
	CB
	Houston[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	from NY Giants[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 15]



	
	6
	208
	Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]
	Ford, RudyRudy Ford[image: External link] 
	S
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Oakland[image: External link] [R6 - 16]



	
	6
	209
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Davis, RobertRobert Davis[image: External link] 
	WR
	Georgia State[image: External link]
	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	from Houston[image: External link] [R6 - 17]



	
	6
	210
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Senior, JustinJustin Senior[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Mississippi State[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	–
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	Selection forfeited for violating the NFL's Anti-Tampering policy[image: External link] [Forfeited/Penalized 4]



	
	6
	211
	New England Patriots[image: External link]
	McDermott, ConorConor McDermott[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	UCLA[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Dallas[image: External link] [R6 - 18]



	
	6
	212
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Amichia, KofiKofi Amichia[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	South Florida[image: External link]
	The American[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	213
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Holba, ColinColin Holba[image: External link] 
	LS
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	6
	214
	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	Qualls, ElijahElijah Qualls[image: External link] 
	DT
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] via Tennessee[image: External link] [R6 - 19]



	
	6
	215
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	Kaaya, BradBrad Kaaya[image: External link] 
	QB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R6 - 20]



	
	6*
	216
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	White, MarquezMarquez White[image: External link] 
	CB
	Florida State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] via New England[image: External link] [R6 - 21]



	
	6*
	217
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Levin, CoreyCorey Levin[image: External link] 
	G
	Chattanooga[image: External link]
	SoCon[image: External link]
	from Cincinnati[image: External link] [R6 - 22]



	
	6*
	218
	Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link]
	McQuay III, LeonLeon McQuay III[image: External link] 
	S
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	219
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Coley, StacyStacy Coley[image: External link] 
	WR
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Cleveland[image: External link] via San Francisco[image: External link] [R7 - 1]



	
	7
	220
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Odenigbo, IfeadiIfeadi Odenigbo[image: External link] 
	DE
	Northwestern[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from San Francisco[image: External link] via Washington[image: External link] [R7 - 2]



	
	7
	221
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Luani, ShalomShalom Luani[image: External link] 
	S
	Washington State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from Chicago[image: External link] via Arizona[image: External link] [R7 - 3]



	
	7
	222
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Myrick, JalenJalen Myrick[image: External link] 
	CB
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	223
	Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link]
	Tu'ikolovatu, StevieStevie Tu'ikolovatu[image: External link] 
	DT
	USC[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from LA Rams[image: External link] via Miami[image: External link] [R7 - 4]



	
	7
	224
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Gonzalez, ZaneZane Gonzalez[image: External link] 
	K
	Arizona State[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from NY Jets[image: External link] [R7 - 5]



	
	7
	225
	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	Rochell, IsaacIsaac Rochell[image: External link] 
	DE
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Ind. (FBS)
	



	
	7
	226
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Moore, DavidDavid Moore[image: External link] 
	WR
	East Central[image: External link]
	GAC[image: External link]
	from Carolina[image: External link] [R7 - 6]



	
	7
	227
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Carraway, JoshJosh Carraway[image: External link] 
	OLB
	TCU[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Cincinnati[image: External link] [R7 - 7]



	
	7
	228
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Ivie, JoeyJoey Ivie[image: External link] 
	DT
	Florida[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	from Buffalo[image: External link] [R7 - 8]



	
	7
	229
	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	Colbert, AdrianAdrian Colbert[image: External link] 
	CB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from New Orleans[image: External link][R7 - 9]



	
	7
	230
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Harvey-Clemons, JoshJosh Harvey-Clemons[image: External link] 
	S
	Louisville[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Philadelphia[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] [R7 - 10]



	
	7
	231
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Ware, JylanJylan Ware[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Alabama State[image: External link]
	SWAC[image: External link]
	from Arizona[image: External link] [R7 - 11]



	
	7
	232
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Lee, ElijahElijah Lee[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	233
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Butker, HarrisonHarrison Butker[image: External link] 
	K
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Indianapolis[image: External link] via Cleveland[image: External link] [R7 - 12]



	
	7
	234
	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	Price, EjuanEjuan Price[image: External link] 
	OLB
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Baltimore[image: External link] [R7 - 13]



	
	7
	235
	Washington Redskins[image: External link]
	Holsey, JoshuaJoshua Holsey[image: External link] 
	CB
	Auburn[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	236
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Seaton, BradBrad Seaton[image: External link] 
	OT[image: External link]
	Villanova[image: External link]
	CAA[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	237
	Miami Dolphins[image: External link]
	Ford, IsaiahIsaiah Ford[image: External link] 
	WR
	Virginia Tech[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Tampa Bay[image: External link] [R7 - 14]



	
	7
	238
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Mays, DevanteDevante Mays[image: External link] 
	RB
	Utah State[image: External link]
	MW[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link]  [R7 - 15]



	
	7
	239
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Brown, NoahNoah Brown[image: External link] 
	WR
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	Big Ten[image: External link]
	from Detroit[image: External link] and New England[image: External link] [R7 - 16]



	
	7
	240
	Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]
	Williams, MarquezMarquez Williams[image: External link] 
	FB
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Miami[image: External link] [R7 - 17]



	
	7
	241
	Tennessee Titans[image: External link]
	Muhammad, KhalfaniKhalfani Muhammad[image: External link] 
	RB
	California[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	from NY Giants[image: External link] [R7 - 18]



	
	7
	242
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Hood, ElijahElijah Hood[image: External link] 
	RB
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	243
	Houston Texans[image: External link]
	Fuller, KyleKyle Fuller[image: External link] 
	C
	Baylor[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	244
	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	Hester, TreyvonTreyvon Hester[image: External link] 
	DT
	Toledo[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from Seattle[image: External link]  [R7 - 19]



	
	7
	245
	Minnesota Vikings[image: External link]
	Tocho, JackJack Tocho[image: External link] 
	CB
	NC State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Kansas City[image: External link] [R7 - 20]



	
	7
	246
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Carrell, JordanJordan Carrell[image: External link] 
	DT
	Colorado[image: External link]
	Pac-12[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	247
	Green Bay Packers[image: External link]
	Dupre, MalachiMalachi Dupre[image: External link] 
	WR
	LSU[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	248
	Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]
	Adams, KeionKeion Adams[image: External link] 
	DE
	Western Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	7
	249
	Seattle Seahawks[image: External link]
	Carson, ChrisChris Carson[image: External link] 
	RB
	Oklahoma State[image: External link]
	Big 12[image: External link]
	from Atlanta[image: External link] [R7 - 21]



	
	7
	250
	Detroit Lions[image: External link]
	O'Connor, PatPat O'Connor[image: External link] 
	DE
	Eastern Michigan[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	from New England[image: External link] [R7 - 22]



	
	7*
	251
	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Schreck, MasonMason Schreck[image: External link] 
	TE
	Buffalo[image: External link]
	MAC[image: External link]
	



	
	7*
	252
	Cleveland Browns[image: External link]
	Dayes, MatthewMatthew Dayes[image: External link] 
	RB
	NC State[image: External link]
	ACC[image: External link]
	from Denver[image: External link] [R7 - 23]



	
	7*
	253
	Denver Broncos[image: External link]
	Kelly, ChadChad Kelly[image: External link] 
	QB
	Ole Miss[image: External link]
	SEC[image: External link]
	Mr. Irrelevant
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 Summary
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 Selections by college athletic conference




The SEC led all conferences for the 11th year in a row with 53 selections.[8]



	Conference
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	NCAA Division I FBS football conferences



	The American[image: External link]
	1
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4
	0
	15



	ACC[image: External link]
	4
	3
	4
	6
	8
	8
	10
	43



	Big 12[image: External link]
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	2
	4
	14



	Big Ten[image: External link]
	7
	3
	9
	6
	6
	1
	3
	35



	C-USA[image: External link]
	0
	1
	5
	0
	2
	1
	0
	9



	Ind. (FBS)
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3



	MAC[image: External link]
	1
	1
	3
	1
	1
	0
	4
	11



	MW[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	2
	1
	8



	Pac-12[image: External link]
	6
	6
	4
	5
	5
	5
	5
	36



	SEC[image: External link]
	12
	9
	9
	8
	5
	6
	4
	53



	Sun Belt[image: External link]
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	2
	0
	5



	NCAA Division I FCS football conferences



	Big Sky[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2



	CAA[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2



	Ind. (FCS)[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1



	MEAC
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1



	MVFC
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2



	Patriot[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Pioneer[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2



	SoCon[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1



	Southland[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	SWAC[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2



	Non-Division I football conferences



	GAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1



	GLIAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Gulf South[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2



	PSAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1



	SIAC[image: External link] (DII)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
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 Schools with multiple draft selections




Michigan and Alabama set school records to lead the country with 11 and 10 picks respectively, marking the 2nd consecutive year a Big Ten school had the most.[9][10]



	Selections
	Schools



	11
	Michigan[image: External link]



	10
	Alabama[image: External link]



	9
	Miami (FL)[image: External link]



	8
	
Florida[image: External link], LSU[image: External link], Utah[image: External link]




	7
	Ohio State[image: External link]



	6
	
Clemson[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link]




	5
	
Pittsburgh[image: External link], Texas A&M[image: External link], UCLA[image: External link], USC[image: External link], Washington[image: External link]




	4
	
Auburn[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], Florida State[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link], Ole Miss[image: External link], Virginia Tech[image: External link]




	3
	
Arkansas[image: External link], California[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Louisiana Tech[image: External link], NC State[image: External link], San Diego State[image: External link], South Florida[image: External link], Temple[image: External link], Toledo[image: External link], Western Michigan[image: External link], Wisconsin[image: External link]




	2
	
Boise State[image: External link], Boston College[image: External link], Eastern Washington[image: External link], Kansas State[image: External link], Louisville[image: External link], Michigan State[image: External link], Northwestern[image: External link], Notre Dame[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link], Oklahoma State[image: External link], Oregon State[image: External link], Stanford[image: External link], Vanderbilt[image: External link], Villanova[image: External link], West Georgia[image: External link], West Virginia[image: External link], Western Kentucky[image: External link], Wyoming[image: External link], Youngstown State[image: External link]
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 Selections by position






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Center
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	6



	Cornerback
	5
	5
	8
	1
	7
	4
	4
	34



	Defensive end
	6
	2
	6
	2
	2
	3
	4
	25



	Defensive tackle
	0
	2
	4
	4
	1
	5
	4
	20



	Fullback
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3



	Guard
	0
	3
	1
	3
	3
	1
	0
	11



	Kicker
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	3



	Linebacker
	5
	4
	5
	4
	6
	2
	3
	29



	Long snapper
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1



	Offensive tackle
	2
	1
	1
	2
	3
	5
	2
	16



	Punter
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	Quarterback
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	10



	Running back
	2
	2
	4
	7
	4
	2
	5
	26



	Safety
	3
	6
	2
	4
	1
	5
	2
	23



	Tight end
	3
	2
	1
	1
	5
	1
	1
	14



	Wide receiver
	3
	3
	8
	7
	5
	1
	5
	32






	Position
	Round 1
	Round 2
	Round 3
	Round 4
	Round 5
	Round 6
	Round 7
	Total



	Offense
	13
	13
	18
	22
	22
	14
	16
	118



	Defense
	19
	19
	25
	15
	17
	19
	17
	131



	Special teams
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	4
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 Trades




In the explanations below, (PD) indicates trades completed prior to the start of the draft (i.e. Pre-Draft), while (D) denotes trades that took place during the 2017 draft. Please note that this is the first year where teams will be allowed to trade compensatory picks.


	Round one




	
^ No. 2: San Francisco → Chicago (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded their first-round selection (2nd) to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for Chicago's first-, third-, and fourth-round selections (3rd, 67th, and 111th) as well as their third-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 3: Chicago → San Francisco (D). see No. 2: San Francisco → Chicago.[source 1]


	
^ No. 5: Los Angeles Rams → Tennessee (PD). The Rams[image: External link] traded their first- and third-round selections, as well as their first-, two seconds-, and third-round selection in 2016 ( 15th[image: External link], 43rd[image: External link], 45th[image: External link], and 76th[image: External link]) to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for a conditional seventh-round selection, as well as Tennessee's first-, fourth-, and sixth-round selection in 2016 ( 1st[image: External link], 113th[image: External link], and 177th[image: External link]). If the Rams receives a compensatory selection[image: External link] in the third round of the 2017 draft, the third-round pick sent to Tennessee will be the compensatory selection, not the standard third-round pick assigned to the Rams; otherwise, Tennessee will receive the Rams' regular third-round pick, and Tennessee's seventh-round pick will go to the Rams.[source 2]


	
^ No. 10: Buffalo → Kansas City (D). Buffalo[image: External link] traded their first-round selection (10th) to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for Kansas City's first- and third-round selections (27th and 91st), as well as their first-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 12: multiple trades:

       No. 12: Philadelphia → Cleveland (PD). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded their first-round selection, as well as a first-, third-, and fourth-round selections in 2016 ( 8th[image: External link], 77th[image: External link], and 100th[image: External link]) and their second-round selection in 2018 to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's first-round selection in 2016 ( 2nd[image: External link]) and a conditional fifth-round selection in 2017. Since Cleveland received a compensatory fourth-round selection, it will go to Philadelphia. If it had not, Cleveland would have sent their fifth-round selection to Philadelphia. [source 3]

       No. 12: Cleveland → Houston (D). Cleveland[image: External link] traded a first-round selection (12th) to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Houston's first-round selections (25th) as well as their first-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 14: Minnesota → Philadelphia (PD). Minnesota[image: External link] traded their first-round selection, as well as a conditional fourth-round selection in 2018[image: External link], to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for quarterback Sam Bradford[image: External link].[source 4]


	
^ No. 25: Houston → Cleveland (D). see No. 12: Cleveland → Houston.[source 1]


	
^ No. 26: Seattle → Atlanta (D). Seattle[image: External link] traded their first-round selection (26th) to Atlanta[image: External link] in exchange for Atlanta's first-, third-, and seventh-round selections (31st, 95th, and 249th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 27: Kansas City → Buffalo (D). see No. 10: Buffalo → Kansas City.[source 1]


	
^ No. 29: Green Bay → Cleveland (D). Green Bay[image: External link] traded their first-round selection (29th) to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's second- and fourth-round selections (33rd and 108th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 31: multiple trades:

       No. 31: Atlanta → Seattle (D). see No. 26: Seattle → Atlanta.[source 1]

       No. 31: Seattle → San Francisco (D). Seattle[image: External link] traded a first-round selection (31st) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's second- and fourth-round selections (34th and 111th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 32: New England → New Orleans (PD). New England[image: External link] traded their first- and third-round selections (32nd and 103rd) to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Brandin Cooks[image: External link] and New Orleans' fourth-round selection (118th).[source 5]





	Round two




	
^ No. 33: Cleveland → Green Bay (D). see No. 29: Green Bay → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 34: multiple trades:

       No. 34: San Francisco → Seattle (D). see No. 31: Seattle → San Francisco.[source 1]

       No. 34: Seattle → Jacksonville (D). Seattle[image: External link] traded a second-round selection (34th) to Jacksonville[image: External link] in exchange for Jacksonville's second- and sixth-round selections (35th and 187th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 35: Jacksonville → Seattle (D). see No. 34: Seattle → Jacksonville.[source 1]


	
^ No. 36: Chicago → Arizona (D). Chicago[image: External link] traded their second- and seventh-round selections (36th and 221st) to Arizona[image: External link] in exchange for Arizona's second-, fourth-, and sixth-round selections (45th, 119th, and 197th) as well as a fourth-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 37: Los Angeles Rams → Buffalo (D). The Rams[image: External link] traded their second- and fifth-round selections (37th and 149th) to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for Buffalo's second- and third-round selections (44th and 91st).[source 1]


	
^ No. 41: Cincinnati → Minnesota (D). Cincinnati[image: External link] traded their second-round selections (41st) to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for Minnesota's second- and fourth-round selections (48th and 128th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 44: Buffalo → Los Angeles Rams (D). see No. 37: Los Angeles Rams → Buffalo.[source 1]


	
^ No. 45: Arizona → Chicago (D). see No. 36: Chicago → Arizona.[source 1]


	
^ No. 48: Minnesota → Cincinnati (D). see No. 41: Cincinnati → Minnesota.[source 1]


	
^ No. 52: Tennessee → Cleveland (PD). Tennessee[image: External link] traded their second-round selection, along with their first-round selection ( 15th[image: External link]) and third-round selection ( 76th[image: External link]) in 2016 to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's first-round selection ( 8th[image: External link]) and sixth-round selection ( 176th[image: External link]) in 2016.[source 6]


	
^ No. 63: Atlanta → Buffalo (D). Atlanta[image: External link] traded their second-round selection (63rd) to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for Buffalo's third-round selection (75th) and two fifth-round selections (149th and 156th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 64: New England → Carolina (PD). New England[image: External link] traded their second-round selection (64th) to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for Carolina's third-round selection (72nd) and defensive end Kony Ealy[image: External link].[source 7]





	Round three




	
^ No. 67: multiple trades:

       No. 67: Chicago → San Francisco (D). see No. 2: San Francisco → Chicago.

       No. 67: San Francisco → New Orleans (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (67th) to New Orleans[image: External link] in exchange for New Orleans's seventh-round selection (229th) and their 2018 second-round selection.[source 1]


	
^ No. 70: New York Jets → Minnesota (D). The Jets[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (70th) to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for Minnesota ‘s third- and fifth-round selections (79th and 160th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 72: multiple trades:

       No. 72: Carolina → New England (PD). see No. 64: New England → Carolina.[source 7]

       No. 72: New England → Tennessee (D). New England[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (72nd) to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for Tennessee's third- and fourth- selections (83rd and 124th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 74: Philadelphia → Baltimore (PD). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (74th) to Baltimore[image: External link] in exchange for Baltimore's third-round compensatory selection (99th) and defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan[image: External link].[source 8]


	
^ No. 75: Buffalo → Atlanta (D). see No. 63: Atlanta → Buffalo.[source 1]


	
^ No. 77: Arizona → Carolina (D). Arizona[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (77th) to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for Carolina's third- and fourth-round selections (98th and 115th).[source 9]


	
^ No. 79: Minnesota → New York Jets (D). see No. 70: New York Jets → Minnesota.[source 1]


	
^ No. 83: Tennessee → New England (D). see No. 72: New England → Tennessee.[source 1]


	
^ No. 85: Detroit → New England (D). Detroit[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (85th) to New England[image: External link] in exchange for New England's third- and fourth-round selections (96th and 124th).[source 10]


	
^ No. 86: multiple trades:

       No. 86: Miami → Minnesota (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded their third- and fourth-round selections as well as their sixth-round selection in 2016 ( 186th[image: External link]) to Minnesota[image: External link] in exchange for Minnesota's third-round selection in 2016 ( 86th[image: External link]). If Miami had received a fourth-round compensatory selection, that pick would have gone to Minnesota instead of Miami's original fourth-round selection (No. 129).[source 6]

       No. 86: Minnesota → Kansas City (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded a third-round selection (86th) to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for Kansas City's third-, fourth-, and seventh-round selections (104th, 132nd, and 245th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 91: multiple trades:

       No. 91: Kansas City → Buffalo (D). see No. 10: Buffalo → Kansas City.[source 1]

       No. 91: Buffalo → Los Angeles Rams (D). see No. 37: Los Angeles Rams → Buffalo.[source 1]


	
^ No. 95: Atlanta → Seattle (D). see No. 26: Seattle → Atlanta.[source 1]


	
^ No. 96: New England → Detroit (D). see No. 85: Detroit → New England.[source 10]


	
^ No. 98: Carolina → Arizona (D). see No. 77: Arizona → Carolina.[source 9]


	
^ No. 99: Baltimore → Philadelphia (PD). see No. 74: Philadelphia → Baltimore.[source 8]


	
^ No. 100: Los Angeles Rams → Tennessee (PD). see No. 5: Los Angeles Rams → Tennessee [source 2]


	
^ No. 103: multiple trades:

       No. 103: Cleveland → New England (PD). Cleveland[image: External link] traded their third-round compensatory selection to New England[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Jamie Collins[image: External link].[source 11]

       No. 103: New England → New Orleans (PD). see No. 32: New England → New Orleans.[source 5]


	
^ No. 104: multiple trades:

       No. 104: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 86: Minnesota → Kansas City.[source 1]

       No. 104: Minnesota → San Francisco (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (104th) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's fourth- and seventh-round selections (109th and 219th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 107: New York Jets → Tampa Bay (D). The Jets[image: External link] traded their third-round selection (107th) to Tampa Bay[image: External link] in exchange for Tampa Bay's fourth- and sixth-round selections (125th and 204th).[source 12]





	Round four




	
^ No. 108: Cleveland → Green Bay (D). see No. 29: Green Bay → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 109: San Francisco → Minnesota (D). see No. 104: Minnesota → San Francisco.[source 1]


	
^ No. 111: multiple trades:

       No. 111: Chicago → San Francisco (D). see No. 2: San Francisco → Chicago.[source 1]

       No. 111: San Francisco → Seattle (D). see No. 31: Seattle → San Francisco.[source 1]


	
^ No. 112: LA Rams → Chicago (D). The Rams[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection (112nd) to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for Chicago's fourth- and sixth-round selections (117th and 197th).[source 13]


	
^ No. 114: New York Jets → Washington (PD). The Jets[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection to Washington[image: External link] in exchange for Washington's 2016 fifth-round selection ( 158th[image: External link]).[source 6]


	
^ No. 115: Carolina → Arizona (D). see No. 77: Arizona → Carolina.[source 9]


	
^ No. 117: multiple trades:

       No. 117: Buffalo → Chicago (PD). Buffalo[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection, along with their 2016 second- and fourth-round selections ( 49th[image: External link] and 117th[image: External link]) to Chicago[image: External link] in exchange for Chicago's 2016 second-round selection ( 41st[image: External link]).[source 6]

       No. 117: Chicago → LA Rams (D). see No. 112: LA Rams → Chicago.[source 13]


	
^ New Orleans → New England (PD). see No. 32: New England → New Orleans.[source 5]


	
^ No. 119: Arizona → Chicago (D). see No. 36: Chicago → Arizona.[source 1]


	
^ No. 121: Indianapolis → San Francisco (D). The Colts[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection (121st) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's fourth- and fifth-round selections (143rd and 161st).[source 15]


	
^ No. 124: multiple trades:

       No. 124: Tennessee → New England (D). see No. 72: New England → Tennessee.[source 1]

       No. 124: New England → Detroit (D). see No. 85: Detroit → New England.[source 10]


	
^ No. 125: multiple trades:

       No. 125: Tampa Bay → NY Jets (D). see No. 107: NY Jets → Tampa Bay.[source 12]

       No. 125: NY Jets → LA Rams (D). The New York Jets[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection (125th) to the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] in exchange for Los Angeles's fourth- and sixth-round selections (141st and 197th).[source 16]


	
^ No. 126: Denver → Cleveland (D). Denver[image: External link] traded their fourth- and seventh-round selections (126th and 252nd) to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's two fifth-round selections (145th and 175th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 128: multiple trades:

       No. 128: Miami → Minnesota (PD). see No. 86: Miami → Minnesota.[source 6]

       No. 128: Minnesota → Cincinnati (D). see No. 41: Cincinnati → Minnesota.[source 1]


	
^ No. 131: Seattle → New England (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection, along with their 2016 seventh-round selection ( 225th[image: External link]) to New England[image: External link] in exchange for New England's 2016 fifth- and seventh-round selections ( 147th[image: External link] and 243rd[image: External link]).[source 6]


	
^ No. 132: multiple trades:

       No. 132: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 86: Minnesota → Kansas City.[source 1]

       No. 132: Minnesota → Philadelphia (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection (132nd) to Philadelphia[image: External link] in exchange for Philadelphia's fourth- and seventh-round selections (139th and 230th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 137: New England→ Indianapolis (PD). New England[image: External link] traded a fourth-round selection (137th) to Indianapolis[image: External link] in exchange for a sixth-round selection (200th) and tight end Dwayne Allen[image: External link].[source 18]


	
^ No. 139: multiple trades:

       No. 139: Cleveland → Philadelphia (PD). see No. 12: Philadelphia → Cleveland (round one).[source 3]

       No. 139: Philadelphia → Minnesota (D). see No. 132: Minnesota → Philadelphia.[source 1]

       No 139: Minnesota → Kansas City (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded a fourth-round selection (139th) to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for two fifth-round selections (170th and 180th).[source 19]


	
^ No. 141: LA Rams → NY Jets (D). see No. 125: NY Jets → LA Rams.[source 16]


	
^ No. 142: Cleveland → Houston (PD). Cleveland[image: External link] traded a fourth-round compensatory selection (142nd) to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for Houston's sixth-round selection (188th), 2018 second-round selection, and quarterback Brock Osweiler[image: External link].[source 20]


	
^ No. 143: San Francisco → Indianapolis (D). see No. 121: Indianapolis → San Francisco.[source 15]





	Round five




	
^ No. 145: Cleveland → Denver (D). see No. 126: Denver → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 149: multiple trades:

       No. 149: LA Rams → Buffalo (D). see No. 37: Los Angeles Rams → Buffalo.[source 1]

       No. 149: Buffalo → Atlanta (D). see No. 63: Atlanta → Buffalo.[source 1]


	
^ No. 154: New Orleans → Washington (PD). New Orleans[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection, along with their fifth-round selection in 2016 ( 152nd[image: External link]) to Washington[image: External link] in exchange for Washington's fourth-round selection in 2016 ( 120th[image: External link]).[source 6]


	
^ No. 155: Philadelphia → Tennessee (D). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection (155th) to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for Tennessee's fifth- and sixth-round selections (164th and 214th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 156: Buffalo → Atlanta (D). see No. 63: Atlanta → Buffalo.[source 1]


	
^ No. 160: multiple trades:

       No. 160: Minnesota → New York Jets (D). see No. 70: New York Jets → Minnesota.[source 1]

       No. 160: NY Jets → Cleveland (D).The New York Jets[image: External link] traded their fifth- and seventh-round selections (160th and 224th)) to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for Cleveland's fifth- and sixth-round selections (181st and 188th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 161: multiple trades:

       No. 161: Washington → San Francisco (PD). Washington[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's 2017 seventh-round selection and tight end Derek Carrier[image: External link].[source 21]

       No. 161: San Francisco → Indianapolis (D). see No. 121: Indianapolis → San Francisco.[source 15]


	
^ No. 163: multiple trades:

       No. 163: Denver → New England (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded this selection to New England[image: External link] in exchange for tight end A. J. Derby[image: External link].[source 22]

       No. 163: New England → Buffalo (PD). New England[image: External link] gave this selection to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for signing RFA running back Mike Gillislee[image: External link].[source 23]


	
^ No. 164: multiple trades:

       No. 164: Tennessee → Philadelphia (D). see No. 155: Philadelphia → Tennessee.[source 1]

       No. 164: Philadelphia → Miami (D). Philadelphia[image: External link] traded a fifth- and sixth-round selection (164th and 194th) to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's to fifth-round selections (166th and 184th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 166: Miami → Philadelphia (D). see No. 164: Philadelphia → Miami.[source 1]


	
^ No. 170: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 139: Minnesota → Kansas City.[source 19]


	
^ No. 171: Dallas → Buffalo (PD). Dallas[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection to Buffalo[image: External link] in exchange for Buffalo's seventh-round selection and quarterback Matt Cassel.[source 25]


	
^ No. 172: Green Bay → Denver (D). Green Bay[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection (172nd) to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's fifth- and seventh-round selections (175th and 238th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 175: multiple trades:

       No. 175: New England → Cleveland (PD). New England[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for linebacker Barkevious Mingo[image: External link].[source 26]

       No. 175: Cleveland → Denver (D). see No. 126: Denver → Cleveland.[source 1]

       No. 175: Denver → Green Bay (D). see No. 172: Green Bay → Denver.[source 1]


	
^ No. 177: Denver → San Francisco (D). San Francisco[image: External link] traded their fourth-round selection in 2018 to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's fifth-round selections (177th) and running back Kapri Bibbs[image: External link].[source 1]


	
^ No. 180: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 139: Minnesota → Kansas City.[source 19]


	
^ No. 181: Cleveland → NY Jets (D). see No. 160: NY Jets → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 183: New England → Kansas City (D). New England[image: External link] traded their fifth-round selection (183rd) to Kansas City[image: External link] in exchange for Kansas City's sixth-round selection (216th) and tight end James O'Shaughnessy[image: External link].[source 1]


	
^ No. 184: Miami → Philadelphia (D). see No. 164: Philadelphia → Miami.[source 1]





	Round six




	
^ No. 186: San Francisco → Baltimore (PD). San Francisco[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (186th) to Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] in exchange for Baltimore's sixth-round selection (198th) and center Jeremy Zuttah[image: External link].[source 27]


	
^ No. 187: Jacksonville → Seattle (D). see No. 34: Seattle → Jacksonville.[source 1]


	
^ No. 188: multiple trades:

       No. 188: Chicago → Houston (PD). Chicago[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection to Houston[image: External link] in exchange for tight end Khari Lee[image: External link].[source 28]

       No. 188: Houston → Cleveland (PD). see No. 142: Cleveland → Houston.[source 20]

       No. 188: Cleveland → NY Jets (D). see No. 160: NY Jets → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 191: NY Jets → Dallas (D). The New York Jets[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (191st) to Dallas[image: External link] in exchange for Dallas's fifth-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 194: Philadelphia → Miami (D). see No. 164: Philadelphia → Miami.[source 1]


	
^ No. 197: multiple trades:

       No. 197: Arizona → Chicago (D). see No. 36: Chicago → Arizona.[source 1]

       No. 197: Chicago → LA Rams (D). see No. 112: LA Rams → Chicago.[source 13]

       No. 197: LA Rams → NY Jets (D). see No. 125: NY Jets → LA Rams.[source 16]


	
^ No. 198: Baltimore → San Francisco (PD). see No. 186: San Francisco → Baltimore.[source 27]


	
^ No. 199: Minnesota → Washington (D). Minnesota[image: External link] traded their sixth- and seventh-round selections (199th and 230th) to Washington[image: External link] in exchange for Washington's sixth- and seventh-round selections (201st and 220th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 200: multiple trades:

       No. 200: Indianapolis→ New England (PD). see No. 137: New England→ Indianapolis (round four).[source 18]

       No. 200: New England → Tennessee (D). see No. 72: New England → Tennessee.[source 1]

       No. 200: Tennessee → NY Giants (D). Tennessee[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (200th) to NY Giants[image: External link] in exchange for New York's sixth- and seventh-round selections (207th and 241st).[source 1]


	
^ No. 201: Washington → Minnesota (D). see No. 199: Minnesota → Washington.[source 1]


	
^ No. 202: Denver → San Francisco (PD). Denver[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection, along with their sixth-round selection in 2016 ( 207th[image: External link]) to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for San Francisco's seventh-round selection in 2016 ( 228th[image: External link]) and tight end Vernon Davis[image: External link].[source 29]


	
^ No. 203: Tennessee → Denver (PD). Tennessee[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection, along with their sixth-round selection in 2016 ( 176th[image: External link]) to Denver[image: External link] in exchange for Denver's fifth- and seventh-round selections in 2016 ( 157th[image: External link] and 253th[image: External link]).[source 6]


	
^ No. 204: Tampa Bay → New York Jets (D). see No. 107: New York Jets → Tampa Bay.[source 12]


	
^ No. 206: Miami → Los Angeles Rams (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (206th) to the Rams[image: External link] in exchange for the Ram's seventh-round selection (223rd) and defensive end William Hayes[image: External link].[source 30]


	
^ No. 207: multiple trades:

       No. 207: NY Giants → Tennessee (D). see No. 200: Tennessee → NY Giants.[source 1]

       No. 207: Tennessee → Cincinnati (D). Tennessee[image: External link] traded a sixth-round selection (207th) to Cincinnati[image: External link] in exchange for Cincinnati's sixth- and seventh-round selections (217th and 227th).[source 1]


	
^ No. 208: Oakland → Arizona (D). Oakland[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (208th) to Arizona[image: External link] in exchange for Arizona's sixth- and seventh-round selections (221st and 231st).[source 1]


	
^ No. 209: Houston → Washington (PD). Houston[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection, along with their first-round selection in 2016 ( 22nd[image: External link]) to Washington[image: External link] in exchange for Washington's first-round selection in 2016 ( 21st[image: External link]).[source 6]


	
^ No. 211: Dallas → New England (D). Dallas[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection (211th) to New England[image: External link] in exchange for New England's sixth- and seventh-round selections (216st and 239st).[source 1]


	
^ No. 214: multiple trades:

       No. 214: Atlanta → Tennessee (PD). Atlanta[image: External link] traded a 2016 sixth-round selection and a conditional sixth-round selection in 2017 to Tennessee[image: External link] in exchange for guard Andy Levitre.[source 32]

       No. 214: Tennessee → Philadelphia (D). see No. 155: Philadelphia → Tennessee.[source 1]


	
^ No. 215: New England → Detroit (PD). New England[image: External link] traded their sixth-round selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for Detroit's 2017 seventh-round selection and linebacker Kyle Van Noy[image: External link].[source 33]


	
^ No. 216: multiple trades:

       No. 216: Kansas City → New England (D). see No. 183: New England → Kansas City.[source 1]

       No. 216: New England → Dallas (D). see No. 211: Dallas → New England.[source 1]


	
^ No. 217: Cincinnati → Tennessee (D). see No. 207: Tennessee → Cincinnati.[source 1]





	Round seven




	
^ No. 219: multiple trades:

       No. 219: Cleveland → San Francisco (PD). Cleveland[image: External link] traded their seventh-round selection to San Francisco[image: External link] in exchange for punter Andy Lee[image: External link].[source 34]

       No. 219: San Francisco → Minnesota (D). see No. 104: Minnesota → San Francisco.[source 1]


	
^ No. 220: multiple trades:

       No. 220: San Francisco → Washington (PD). see No. 161: Washington → San Francisco.[source 21]

       No. 220: Washington → Minnesota (D). see No. 199: Minnesota → Washington.[source 1]


	
^ No. 221: multiple trades:

       No. 221: Chicago → Arizona (D). see No. 36: Chicago → Arizona.[source 1]

       No. 221: Arizona → Oakland (D). see No. 208: Oakland → Arizona.[source 1]


	
^ No. 223: multiple trades:

       No. 223: Miami → Tampa Bay (D). Miami[image: External link] traded their seventh-round selection (223rd) to Miami[image: External link] in exchange for Miami's seventh-round selections (237th) as well as their seventh-round selection in 2018.[source 1]


	
^ No. 224: NY Jets → Cleveland (D). see No. 160: NY Jets → Cleveland.[source 1]


	
^ No. 226: Carolina → Seattle (PD). Carolina[image: External link] traded their seventh-round selection to Seattle[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Kevin Norwood[image: External link] on the condition that he made Carolina's roster, which he did.[source 35]


	
^ No. 227: Cincinnati → Tennessee (D). see No. 207: Tennessee → Cincinnati.[source 1]


	
^ No. 228: Buffalo → Dallas (PD). see Dallas → Buffalo (round five).[source 25]


	
^ No. 229: New Orleans→ San Francisco (D). see No. 67: San Francisco → New Orleans.</ref>


	
^ No. 230: multiple trades:

       No. 230: Philadelphia → Minnesota (D). see No. 132: Minnesota → Philadelphia.[source 1]

        No. 230: Minnesota → Washington (D). see No. 199: Minnesota → Washington.[source 1]


	
^ No. 231: Arizona → Oakland (D). see No. 208: Oakland → Arizona.[source 1]


	
^ No. 233: multiple trades:

       No. 233: Indianapolis → Cleveland (PD). Indianapolis[image: External link] traded their seventh-round selection to Cleveland[image: External link] in exchange for defensive end Billy Winn[image: External link].[source 36]

       No. 233: Cleveland → Carolina (PD). Cleveland[image: External link] traded their seventh-round selection and punter Andy Lee[image: External link] to Carolina[image: External link] in exchange for punter Kasey Redfern[image: External link] and Carolina's fourth-round selection in 2018.[source 37]


	
^ No. 234: Baltimore → Los Angeles Rams (PD). Baltimore[image: External link] traded their 2017 seventh-round selection to the Rams[image: External link] in exchange for wide receiver Chris Givens[image: External link].[source 38]


	
^ No. 237: Tampa Bay → Miami (D). see No. 223: Miami → Tampa Bay.[source 1]


	
^ No. 238: Denver → Green Bay (D). see No. 172: Green Bay → Denver.[source 1]


	
^ No. 239: multiple trades:

       No. 239: Detroit → New England (PD). see No. 215: New England → Detroit.[source 33]

       No. 239: New England → Dallas (D). see No. 211: Dallas → New England.[source 1]


	
^ No. 240: Miami → Jacksonville (PD). Miami[image: External link] traded a seventh-round selection (240th) to Jacksonville[image: External link] in exchange for tight end Julius Thomas[image: External link].[source 39]


	
^ No. 241: NY Giants → Tennessee (D). see No. 200: Tennessee → NY Giants.[source 1]


	
^ No. 244: Seattle → Oakland (PD). Seattle[image: External link] traded a conditional seventh-round selection to Oakland[image: External link] in exchange for defensive back Dewey McDonald[image: External link].[source 40]


	
^ No. 245: Kansas City → Minnesota (D). see No. 86: Minnesota → Kansas City.[source 1]


	
^ No. 249: Atlanta → Seattle (D). see No. 26: Seattle → Atlanta.[source 1]


	
^ No. 250: New England → Detroit (PD). New England[image: External link] traded their 2017 seventh-round selection to Detroit[image: External link] in exchange for tight end Michael Williams[image: External link].[source 41]


	
^ No. 252: Denver → Cleveland (D). see No. 126: Denver → Cleveland.[source 1]
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 Forfeited/penalized picks





	
^ The New England Patriots will forfeit their highest fourth-round selection due to the Deflategate scandal. The team also forfeited a 2016 first-round selection.[source 14]


	
^ The New York Giants fourth-round selection was moved to the back of the fourth round, after all of the compensatory draft picks (but no more than 12 picks) for illegal use of a walkie-talkie on their sideline during week 14 of the 2016[image: External link] season. This pick will be no worse than the 35th pick of the fourth round, after the other 30 regular picks (New England's fourth round pick was forfeited due to Deflategate) and no more than 4 compensatory picks.[source 17]


	
^ The Seattle Seahawks will forfeit their fifth-round selection for violating the NFL's collective bargaining agreement regarding off-season workout policies.[source 24]


	
^ The Kansas City Chiefs will forfeit their sixth-round selection for violating the NFL's Anti-Tampering policy during the 2015[image: External link] free agency period. The team also forfeited a 2016 third-round selection.[source 31]
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Grant Park (Chicago)






Grant Park is a large urban park[image: External link] (319 acres or 1.29 km²) in the Loop[image: External link] community area[image: External link] of Chicago. Located in Chicago's central business district, the park's most notable features are Millennium Park[image: External link], Buckingham Fountain, the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link] and the Museum Campus[image: External link]. Originally known as Lake Park, and dating from the city's founding, it was renamed in 1901 to honor Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]. The park's area has been expanded several times through land reclamation[image: External link], and was the focus of several disputes in the late 19th century and early 20th century over open space use. It is bordered on the north by Randolph Street[image: External link], on the south by Roosevelt Road[image: External link] and McFetridge Drive, on the west by Michigan Avenue[image: External link] and on the east by Lake Michigan[image: External link]. The park contains performance venues, gardens, art work, sporting, and harbor facilities. It hosts public gatherings, and several large annual events.

Grant park is called "Chicago's front yard".[1] It is governed by the Chicago Park District[image: External link].



TOP
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 History




The original plans for the town of Chicago left the area east of Michigan Avenue unsubdivided and vacant, and purchasers of Michigan Avenue lots were promised that it would remain unoccupied. When the former Fort Dearborn[image: External link] Reserve became part of the townsite in 1839, the plan of the area east of Michigan Avenue south of Randolph was marked "Public ground. Forever to remain vacant of buildings."[2]

The city officially designated the land as a park[image: External link] on April 29, 1844, naming it Lake Park. When the Illinois Central Railroad[image: External link] was built into Chicago in 1852, it was permitted to lay track along the lakefront on a causeway built offshore from the park. The resulting lagoon became stagnant, and was largely filled in 1871 with debris from the Great Chicago Fire[image: External link], increasing the parkland. In 1896, the city began extending the park into the lake with landfill[image: External link], beyond the rail lines.[3] On October 9, 1901, the park was renamed Grant Park in honor of American Civil War[image: External link] commanding General and United States President[image: External link] Ulysses S. Grant. At the 1868 Republican National Convention[image: External link] in Chicago, Grant had been nominated for his first presidential term.

The legal restrictions prohibiting any buildings in the park were ignored in the 19th century, as various civic buildings were sited there. At various times, a post office, exposition center, armory, and even an early home field[image: External link] of the baseball club now known as the Chicago Cubs[image: External link] were built in the park. A 1904 plan prepared by the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] recommended locating the Field Museum as the park's centerpiece, an idea integrated into Daniel Burnham[image: External link] and Edward H. Bennett[image: External link]'s 1909 Plan of Chicago[image: External link].[4] Chicago businessman Aaron Montgomery Ward[image: External link] ultimately fought four court battles, opposed by nearly every civic leader, to keep the park free of buildings.[5] The one exception Ward consented to was for the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], constructed in 1892.

In the early 20th century, Grant Park was expanded with further landfill — much of it from the excavations of the Chicago Tunnel Company[image: External link] — and developed with a very formal landscape design by Edward Bennett. More landfill[image: External link] in the 1910s and 1920s provided sites for the Adler Planetarium[image: External link], Field Museum of Natural History[image: External link], and Shedd Aquarium[image: External link], which were linked together as the Museum Campus[image: External link] in 1998. In 2004, a section of northern Grant Park, previously occupied by Illinois Central railyards and parking lots, was covered and redeveloped as Millennium Park[image: External link].
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 Events




The park has been the site of many large civic events. It served as the staging ground for the city's funeral procession[image: External link] for Abraham Lincoln[image: External link].[6] In 1911, the park hosted the major Chicago International Aviation Meet[image: External link].[7] In 1959, to celebrate the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway[image: External link] and a related International Trade Fair, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link], disembarked here from the Royal Yacht Britannia[image: External link], giving "Queen's Landing" its name.[8] The park was the scene of clashes[image: External link] between Chicago Police[image: External link] and demonstrators during the 1968 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]. Pope John Paul II[image: External link] celebrated an outdoor mass to a large crowd here in 1979. Championship celebrations were staged here for the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] during the 1990s, and the Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link] after Stanley Cup[image: External link] victory in 2013.[9] The park was the location for President Barack Obama's Election Day victory speech[image: External link] on the night of November 4, 2008.[10] In 2015, Grant Park hosted the first outdoor National Football League (NFL) draft and a related festival[image: External link].[11] The Chicago Cubs[image: External link] held their rally for their World Series Championship win on November 4, 2016 with an estimated 5 million people attending the parade and event.[12]

Annually, the park hosts some of Chicago's biggest festivals including The Taste of Chicago[image: External link]—a large food[image: External link] and music festival held each summer;[13] the Grant Park Music Festival[image: External link]; Chicago Jazz Festival[image: External link] and the Chicago Blues Festival[image: External link]. The park is also the site of the start and finish lines of the Chicago Marathon[image: External link].

Since 2005, Lollapalooza[image: External link], a popular mutli-stage, multi-day, limited admission, festival of rock concerts has taken place in the park. Lollapalooza is under contract to be staged at Grant Park through 2018.[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Features




Grant Park, with 319 acres (1.29 km2) between the downtown Chicago Loop[image: External link] and Lake Michigan[image: External link], offers many different attractions in its large open space. The park is generally flat. It is also crossed by large boulevards and even a bed of sunken railroad tracks. While bridges are used to span the tracks, and also used to connect with Millennium Park, the rest of the park must be reached by pedestrians at traffic crossings, except for a spacious underpass connection to the Museum Campus. There are also several parking garages under the park, along Michigan Avenue and east of Columbus Drive.

When it was landscaped in the early 20th century in a formal beaux arts[image: External link] style, tall American Elms[image: External link] were planted in allées and rectangular patterns.[15] While hundreds of these trees still exist, reaching 60 feet tall, they were devastated in the late 1970s by Dutch elm disease[image: External link]. Hybrid elms have since been used to replace lost trees.
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 Millennium Park




The northwestern corner of the park was renovated between 1998 and 2004 to become Millennium Park[image: External link], a contiguous area with a variety of artistic features by architects and artists. Millennium Park features the Jay Pritzker Pavilion[image: External link], Cloud Gate[image: External link], the Crown Fountain[image: External link], the Lurie Garden[image: External link] and other attractions.[16] The park is connected by the BP Pedestrian Bridge[image: External link] and the Nichols Bridgeway[image: External link] to other parts of Grant Park.
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 Maggie Daley Park




Across the BP Pedestrian Bridge[image: External link] from Millennium Park, the northeast corner of Grant Park hosts outdoor and indoor activities at what is now Maggie Daley Park[image: External link], previously called Daley Bicentennial Plaza.[17][18] Designed by landscape architect Michael Van Valkenburgh[image: External link], attractions here include, summer and winter skating rinks, an extensive playground, climbing walls, tennis courts, and an activities building, which were redeveloped between 2012 and 2015.[19]
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 Art Institute of Chicago




Built in 1893 on the western edge of Grant Park, the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link] is one of the premier art museums and art schools in the United States, known especially for the extensive collection of Impressionist[image: External link] and American art, such as A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte[image: External link], and Grant Wood[image: External link]'s American Gothic[image: External link]. The School of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link] has facilities in the southeast corner of the museum's complex.
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 Buckingham Fountain




The center piece of Grant Park is Buckingham Fountain, one of the world's largest fountains[image: External link].[20] The fountain, in a rococo[image: External link] wedding cake style, was dedicated in 1927 as a gift to the city from Kate Sturges Buckingham in memory of her brother Clarence. The fountain operates from April to October with water displays every 20 minutes and a light and water display from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm.
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 Museum Campus




Chicago's Museum Campus[image: External link] is a 57-acre (23 ha) addition to Grant Park's southeastern end. The Museum Campus is the site of three of the city's most notable museums, all dedicated to the natural sciences[image: External link]: Adler Planetarium[image: External link], Field Museum of Natural History[image: External link], and Shedd Aquarium[image: External link]. A narrow isthmus along Solidarity Drive dominated by neoclassical sculptures[image: External link] of Kościuszko[image: External link], Havliček[image: External link] and Nicolaus Copernicus[image: External link] connects to Northerly Island[image: External link] where the planetarium is located to the east of the Museum Campus situated on the mainland.[21]
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 Petrillo Music Shell




The Petrillo Music Shell[image: External link], located at Jackson and Columbus drives, hosts music performances during the Chicago Jazz Festival, Chicago Blues Festival, Taste of Chicago and Lollapalooza. The music shell's seating area includes an area called Butler Field, the block bounded by Lake Shore Drive[image: External link], Columbus Drive, Monroe Drive, and Jackson Drive. The previous Petrillo Bandshell structure faced Hutchinson Field at the south end of the park, near 1100 South Columbus Deive.[22]
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 Congress Plaza




Congress Plaza is a ceremonial entrance located on the park's western edge, at the intersection of Congress Parkway[image: External link] and Michigan Avenue[image: External link].[23] Two semicircular plazas flanking Congress Parkway contain gardens, fountains, and artwork, including a pair of large bronze warrior statues, The Bowman and The Spearman[image: External link] that are positioned like gatekeepers to the park.
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 Gardens




There are several gardens and flower displays throughout the park. Millennium Park houses the Lurie Garden[image: External link], known for its display of tall grass flowers, particularly lavender[image: External link], and a decorative post-modern water stream. To the east, across the BP Pedestrian Bridge[image: External link], Daley Park holds tall grass plantings. To the northeast in Daley Park, at 375 East Randolph Drive, is the Richard & Annette Bloch Cancer Survivors Garden, marked by two huge doric columns from the demolished Chicago Federal Building[image: External link] and a wrought-iron pergola. The garden contains numerous walkways lined with planters and is one of several similar spaces created nationwide by R. A. Bloch Cancer Foundation.[24]

Flanking the original Art Institute of Chicago Building[image: External link] are gardens in the north and south McCormick Courtyards; in the south courtyard is the bronze sculpture Fountain of the Great Lakes[image: External link]. To the south of the art museum, along Michigan Avenue, are a succession of gardens. Two of these are not far from to Orchestra Hall[image: External link] and honor former conductors of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] (Sir Georg Solti[image: External link] and Theodore Thomas[image: External link]).[25]

To the southeast of the Art Institute, near the Court of Presidents, are demonstration gardens that flank Congress Parkway and surrounding Buckingham Fountain are a series of formal gardens, including the Tiffany Celebration Garden to the south.[26]
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 The Court of the Presidents




The Court of the Presidents is located directly on the north and south side of E. Congress Parkway, west of S. Columbus Drive and east of S. Michigan Ave.  Manicured gardens and art work help define the Court of Presidents. South President's Court, until recently, has primarily been gardens. However, within the past decade the city has decided to use the area to showcase art work by Chicagoans. While unique artwork has long been a tradition of Chicago’s parks, South President's Court had the added benefit of showcasing "in house" art as its first newsworthy collection, entitled "Artist and Automobiles." The collection, which was organized by the Public Art Program and the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, consisted of sculptures composed entirely of parts found on old automobiles. The Court of the Presidents like many of the city’s other green spaces comes with so much potential for use. However, the public has long been able to appreciate and enjoy its current state, "open, clear, and free."[27][28][29]
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 Hutchinson Field




Much of the southern end of Grant Park is given over to ≠Hutchinson Field, an open space for large events, with a dozen baseball or softball diamonds named for financier and long-time Art Institute President, Charles L. Hutchinson[image: External link].[30]
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 Chicago Lakefront Trail




A section of the Chicago Lakefront Trail[image: External link], an 18-mile multi-use path[image: External link] along the city's Lake Michigan[image: External link] shoreline, runs along the park's eastern edge. The trail runs adjacent to Lake Shore Drive from Randolph Drive to Balbo Drive, then along the very edge of the seawall around the Shedd Aquarium. An underpass carries the trail under Solidarity Drive into Burnham Park.[31]
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 Marinas and harbors




Two Lake Michigan marinas are accessed from Grant Park. Monroe Harbor provides 1000 mooring cans (served by tender service) and facilities in the expansive harbor east of the park.[32] It is home to both the Chicago Yacht Club and the Columbia Yacht Club. Queen's Landing, at the center of the harbor and park's shoreline, is named for a 1959 visit there by Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] aboard the Royal Yacht[image: External link] Britannia[image: External link], in conjunction with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway[image: External link]. Du Sable Harbor, created in 1999 north of Randolph Drive, offers 420 boat docks and a harbor store.[33]
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 Skate Plaza




The Grant Park Skate Plaza, designed by Chicago Landscape Architects Altamanu, was constructed in 2014 and opened December 6 of that year. The Plaza was initiated by Grant Park Conservancy President, Robert O’Neill. The new park occupies 3 acres (12,000 m2) and has replaced the former skate area near the tennis courts. The Conservancy, sought planning support from local skateboarders and BMX bikers who formed the Grant Park Conservancy & Advisory Council Skate Committee. The Plaza is located in the southwest corner of the park near the former site of the 1893 Central Station[image: External link] and includes limestone pieces from the former railroad terminal. The plaza cost $2.65 Million to build.[34] In 2014, the park hosted both the Mountain Dew Skate Tour for its first return to Chicago since 2010 and the Volcom Wild in the Parks Tour for its first appearance in Chicago.[35][36]
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 Dog park




Grant Bark Park, located on the corner of Columbus Drive and 11th Street, is place for dogs get their exercise. It's an off-leash park of 18,000 square feet. It's made of asphalt and pea gravel. Members pay a monthly fee to attend the park that helps with the upkeep and maintains the cleanliness. A water fountain for both dogs and humans is provided. Membership fees and any donations go toward maintenance The park hosts benefits and events related to dogs to raise money, too.[37][38] Leashed dogs are permitted in most areas of the park, but not in Millennium Park[image: External link].
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 Other facilities




The shaded walking paths in Grant Park cover several miles. A circuit of the park's walking paths is estimated to take 4 miles (6.4 km).[39]

For other sporting activities, the park has 16 softball[image: External link] and baseball[image: External link] fields and 12 tennis[image: External link] courts, open to the general public.
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 Public art




The park holds a great deal of public art, much of it sculpture, in many areas including in Millennium Park, near Buckingham Fountain, the several gardens, and Congress Plaza. Four individual large installations, in other areas of the park, include:
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 Abraham Lincoln Monument




Abraham Lincoln: The Head of State[image: External link] is a statue by sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens[image: External link] set in a 150-foot wide exedra[image: External link] by architect Stanford White[image: External link], honoring the Illinois resident and 16th President of the United States. The statue was cast in 1908 and was displayed at the Metropolitan Museum of Art[image: External link] and at the 1915 San Francisco World's Fair[image: External link], prior to being installed in the park in 1926. It is located in the Court of Presidents, north of Congress Parkway and west of Columbus Drive and is frequently called Seated Lincoln to avoid confusion with Saint-Gaudens' 1887 sculpture Abraham Lincoln: The Man[image: External link] in Lincoln Park.
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 Agora




Agora[image: External link] (from Greek, for urban meeting place) is an installation of over 100 headless, armless sculptures designed by the Polish artist Magdalena Abakanowicz[image: External link] in southwestern Grant Park near Roosevelt Road[image: External link]. The piece was brought to the park in 2006.[40] The figures are 9 ft (2.7 m) tall and weigh approximately 1,800 lb (820 kg). Each is made from a hollow, seamless piece of iron that has been allowed to rust, creating a reddish appearance and a bark-like texture. The figures appear to be milling about in a crowd; some face each other, while others look away.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Columbus Monument




Christopher Columbus[image: External link] is a bronze statue by Carlo ("Charles", "Carl") Brioschi[42] on a monumental pedestal at the southern end of Grant Park. In 1933, Chicago celebrated its 100th anniversary with the Century of Progress[image: External link] World's Fair. In conjunction with the fair, Chicago's Italian-American[image: External link] community raised funds and donated the statue of the Genoese[image: External link] navigator and explorer, Christopher Columbus.[43]
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 Logan Monument




At Michigan Avenue and Ninth Street is a large equestrian statue of John A. Logan[image: External link]. Logan was a United States Major General, who had resigned his congressional seat to serve in the U.S. Army during the Civil War. He led troops in many battles throughout the West and South. After the war, he was elected to the U.S. Senate from Illinois. The monument mound, with a statue by Augustus Saint-Gaudens[image: External link] and Alexander Phimister Proctor[image: External link], was initially intended as a burial site for Logan, but his family declined to relocate the general's grave.[44]
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 Additions
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 Children's Museum




The Chicago Children's Museum[image: External link] announced plans in 2006 for a $100 million structure to replace its facilities at Navy Pier[image: External link]. The museum hoped to construct an underground building on the site of Daley Bicentennial Plaza, a plan that Mayor Richard M. Daley[image: External link] and council members approved in 2008. Some council members and area residents opposed the project and vowed to fight the proposal.[45] After fundraising lagged, in January 2012, the Children's Museum announced that it no longer would seek a Grant Park location.[46]
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Buckingham Fountain






Buckingham Fountain is a Chicago landmark in the center of Grant Park. Dedicated in 1927, it is one of the largest fountains in the world. Built in a rococo[image: External link] wedding cake style and inspired by the Latona Fountain[image: External link] at the Palace of Versailles[image: External link], it is meant to allegorically represent Lake Michigan[image: External link]. It operates from April to October, with regular water shows and evening color-light shows. During the winter, the fountain is decorated with festival lights.
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 History




The fountain[image: External link] is considered Chicago's front door, since it resides in Grant Park, the city's front yard near the intersection of Columbus Drive and Congress Parkway. The fountain itself represents Lake Michigan[image: External link], with four sets of sea horses (two per set) symbolizing the four states—Illinois, Wisconsin[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] and Indiana[image: External link]—that border the lake. The fountain was designed by beaux arts[image: External link] architect Edward H. Bennett[image: External link]. The statues were created by the French sculptor Marcel F. Loyau. The design of the fountain was inspired by the Bassin de Latone and modeled after Latona Fountain[image: External link] at Versailles[image: External link].

The fountain was donated to the city by Kate Buckingham in memory of her brother, Clarence Buckingham, and was constructed at a cost of $750,000. The fountain's official name is the Clarence Buckingham Memorial Fountain. Kate Buckingham also established the Buckingham Fountain Endowment Fund[image: External link] with an initial investment of $300,000 to pay for maintenance.[1] Buckingham Fountain was dedicated on August 26, 1927.

In August 2016, in a partnership with the City of Chicago, the Chicago Parks District and Everywhere Wireless, the Buckingham Fountain viewing area joined many Chicago beaches[image: External link] and the Museum Campus[image: External link] in providing free Wi-Fi[image: External link] to visitors.[2]
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 Operation




Many tourists and Chicagoans visit the fountain each year. The fountain operates daily 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. from mid-April through mid-October. Water shows occur every hour on-the-hour and last 20 minutes. During shows, the center jet shoots up vertically to 150 feet (46 m), and after dusk shows are choreographed with lights and music. The last show begins at 10:00 p.m. nightly.[1]

The fountain is constructed of Georgia pink marble and contains 1,500,000 U.S. gallons (5,700,000 l) of water. During a display, more than 14,000 U.S. gallons per minute (0.88 m3/s) are pushed through its 193 jets. The bottom pool of the fountain is 280 ft (85 m) in diameter, the lower basin is 103 ft (31 m), the middle basin is 60 ft (18 m) and the upper basin is 24 ft (7.3 m). The lip of the upper basin is 25 ft (7.6 m) above the water in the lower basin.

The fountain's pumps are controlled by a Honeywell[image: External link] computer which was previously located in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link] until the 1994 renovation when it was moved to the pump house of the fountain. The fountain's security system is monitored from Arlington Heights (a Chicago suburb).[1]
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 Renovations




In 1994, the fountain received a $2.8 million restoration to its three smallest basins which developed leaks due to Chicago's harsh winters.[3]

The latest renovation project on Buckingham Fountain began in September 2008. This three-phase project will modernize aging internal systems in the fountain and restore deteriorated features. Funding is a combination from the Buckingham endowment, city and park district funds and a grant from the Lollapalooza[image: External link] music festival which is held annually near the fountain.[3]

Phase I was dedicated April 3, 2009.[4] This phase included permeable pavers to surround the fountain. This replaced the crushed stone that was used since the fountain was constructed. The pavers make a safer and smoother surface and complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990[image: External link].

Phase II began in the winter of 2009.[5] This phase included the demolition of the fountain table, installation of extensive underdrainage system, new landscaping, site lighting, signs, site furnishings, sewer system, selective demolition within or adjacent to the fountain's outer basin, repairs of some existing cast-in-place concrete elements and installation of new cast-in-place elements. Work was not completed due to lack of funds and the Chicago Park District has not announced when it expects to finish this phase.[6]

Phase III updates have not been scheduled until Phase II projects are completed. This phase will include the restoration of Buckingham Fountain and fountain table, the construction of a new equipment room with selective demolition, structural construction and repair, masonry restoration and repair, mechanical and electrical work, bronze restoration and repair and installation of site improvements and amenities.
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 In popular culture





	Buckingham Fountain is often mistaken for the eastern terminus of U.S. Route 66[image: External link], but in fact it is not; the original eastern terminus was at the intersection of Jackson Boulevard and Michigan Avenue[image: External link] in downtown Chicago. In a later alignment, the terminus was moved east two blocks to the intersection of Jackson Drive and Lake Shore Drive[image: External link] after the latter was designated as U.S. Route 41[image: External link]. It remained there until the eastern terminus of Interstate 55 was completed at Lake Shore Drive, and then that also became the eastern terminus of Route 66 until I-55 completely replaced the route in Illinois and Route 66 was decommissioned.[7] Nevertheless, many people still associate Buckingham Fountain with the start of Route 66, even though it hadn't been built yet when the route opened on November 11, 1926—whereas the Fountain of the Great Lakes[image: External link] in the South Garden of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link], which has been at that intersection since 1913, actually preceded Route 66 by 13 years and Buckingham Fountain by 14 years.

	Buckingham Fountain was featured in the title sequence of Married... with Children[image: External link] and Crime Story[image: External link].[7]


	The Fountain was the starting point for the television show The Amazing Race 6[image: External link] in 2004.[7]


	The fountain can also be seen for a handful of seconds about nine minutes into National Lampoon's Vacation[image: External link] as the Griswolds are pulling out of Chicago.

	Buckingham Fountain is the starting point for the Cruise Mode in Microsoft's Midtown Madness[image: External link].
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 See also





	History of fountains in the United States[image: External link]
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National Football League






"NFL" redirects here. For other leagues of the same name, see National Football League (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For other uses, see NFL (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The National Football League (NFL) is a professional American football league[image: External link] consisting of 32 teams, divided equally between the National Football Conference (NFC) and the American Football Conference (AFC). The NFL is one of the four major professional sports leagues[image: External link] in North America, and the highest professional level of American football in the world.[3] The NFL's 17-week regular season[image: External link] runs from the week after Labor Day to the week after Christmas, with each team playing 16 games and having one bye week[image: External link]. Following the conclusion of the regular season, six teams from each conference (four division winners and two wild card teams) advance to the playoffs[image: External link], a single-elimination tournament[image: External link] culminating in the Super Bowl[image: External link], which is usually held in the first Sunday in February, and is played between the champions of the NFC and AFC.

The NFL was formed in 1920 as the American Professional Football Association (APFA) before renaming itself the National Football League for the 1922 season[image: External link]. The NFL agreed to merge[image: External link] with the American Football League[image: External link] (AFL) in 1966, and the first Super Bowl[image: External link] was held at the end of that season; the merger was completed in 1970. Today, the NFL has the highest average attendance (67,591) of any professional sports league in the world[4] and is the most popular sports league in the United States.[5] The Super Bowl is among the biggest club sporting events in the world[6] and individual Super Bowl games account for many of the most watched television programs in American history, all occupying the Nielsen's Top 5 tally of the all-time most watched U.S. television broadcasts by 2015.[7] The NFL's executive officer[image: External link] is the commissioner, who has broad authority in governing the league.

The team with the most NFL championships is the Green Bay Packers[image: External link] with thirteen (nine NFL titles before the Super Bowl era, and four Super Bowl championships afterwards); the team with the most Super Bowl championships is the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link] with six. The current NFL champions are the New England Patriots[image: External link], who defeated the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] 34–28 in Super Bowl LI[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of the National Football League[image: External link]
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 Founding and history




On August 20, 1920, a meeting was held by representatives of the Akron Pros[image: External link], Canton Bulldogs[image: External link], Cleveland Indians[image: External link], Rock Island Independents[image: External link] and Dayton Triangles[image: External link] at the Jordan and Hupmobile[image: External link] auto showroom in Canton, Ohio[image: External link].[8] This meeting resulted in the formation of the American Professional Football Conference (APFC), a group who, according to the Canton Evening Repository, intended to "raise the standard of professional football in every way possible, to eliminate bidding for players between rival clubs and to secure cooperation in the formation of schedules".[9] Another meeting held on September 17, 1920 resulted in the renaming of the league to the American Professional Football Association (APFA).[9] The league hired Jim Thorpe[image: External link] as its first president, and consisted of 14 teams. Only two of these teams, the Decatur Staleys[image: External link] (now the Chicago Bears) and the Chicago Cardinals[image: External link] (now the Arizona Cardinals), remain.[10]

Although the league did not maintain official standings for its 1920 inaugural season[image: External link] and teams played schedules that included non-league opponents, the APFA awarded the Akron Pros the championship by virtue of their 8–0–3 (8 wins, 0 losses, and 3 ties[image: External link]) record.[11] The first event occurred on September 26, 1920 when the Rock Island Independents[image: External link] defeated the non-league St. Paul Ideals 48–0 at Douglas Park[image: External link].[8][12] On October 3, 1920, the first full week of league play occurred.[13][14] The following season resulted in the Chicago Staleys controversially winning the title[image: External link] over the Buffalo All-Americans[image: External link].[15] In 1922, the APFA changed its name to the National Football League (NFL).[16]

In 1932[image: External link], the season ended with the Chicago Bears (6–1–6) and the Portsmouth Spartans[image: External link] (6–1–4) tied for first in the league standings.[17] At the time, teams were ranked on a single table and the team with the highest winning percentage[image: External link] (not including ties, which were not counted towards the standings) at the end of the season was declared the champion; the only tiebreaker was that in the event of a tie, if two teams played twice in a season, the result of the second game determined the title (the source of the 1921 controversy). This method had been used since the league's creation in 1920, but no situation had been encountered where two teams were tied for first. The league quickly determined that a playoff game[image: External link] between Chicago and Portsmouth was needed to decide the league's champion. The teams were originally scheduled to play the playoff game, officially a regular season game that would count towards the regular season standings, at Wrigley Field[image: External link] in Chicago, but a combination of heavy snow and extreme cold forced the game to be moved indoors to Chicago Stadium[image: External link], which did not have a regulation-size football field. Playing with altered rules to accommodate the smaller playing field, the Bears won the game 9–0 and thus won the championship. Fan interest in the de facto championship game led the NFL, beginning in 1933[image: External link], to split into two divisions[image: External link] with a championship game to be played between the division champions.[18] The 1934 season[image: External link] also marked the first of 12 seasons in which African Americans were absent from the league[image: External link]. The de facto ban was rescinded in 1946[image: External link], following public pressure and coinciding with the removal of a similar ban[image: External link] in Major League Baseball[image: External link].[19]

The NFL was always the foremost professional football league in the United States; it nevertheless faced a large number of rival professional leagues through the 1930s and 1940s. Rival leagues included at least three separate American Football Leagues[image: External link] and the All-America Football Conference[image: External link] (AAFC), on top of various regional leagues of varying caliber. Three NFL teams trace their histories to these rival leagues, including the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] (who came from a 1936 iteration of the American Football League), the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] and San Francisco 49ers[image: External link] (the last two of which came from the AAFC). By the 1950s, the NFL had an effective monopoly on professional football in the United States; its only competition in North America was the professional Canadian football[image: External link] circuit, which formally became the Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL) in 1958. With Canadian football being a different football code[image: External link] than the American game, the CFL established a niche market in Canada and still survives as an independent league.

A new professional league, the fourth American Football League[image: External link] (AFL), began play in 1960. The upstart AFL began to challenge the established NFL in popularity, gaining lucrative television contracts and engaging in a bidding war with the NFL for free agents and draft picks. The two leagues announced a merger[image: External link] on June 8, 1966, to take full effect in 1970. In the meantime, the leagues would hold a common draft and championship game. The game, the Super Bowl[image: External link], was held four times before the merger, with the NFL winning Super Bowl I[image: External link] and Super Bowl II[image: External link], and the AFL winning Super Bowl III[image: External link] and Super Bowl IV[image: External link].[20] After the league merged, it was reorganized into two conferences: the National Football Conference (NFC), consisting of most of the pre-merger NFL teams, and the American Football Conference (AFC), consisting of all of the AFL teams as well as three pre-merger NFL teams.[21]

Today, the NFL is considered the most popular sports league in North America; much of its growth is attributed to former Commissioner Pete Rozelle[image: External link], who led the league from 1960 to 1989. Overall annual attendance increased from three million at the beginning of his tenure to seventeen million by the end of his tenure, and 400 million viewers watched 1989's Super Bowl XXIII[image: External link]. The NFL established NFL Properties[image: External link] in 1963. The league's licensing wing, NFL Properties earns the league billions of dollars annually; Rozelle's tenure also marked the creation of NFL Charities[image: External link] and a national partnership with United Way[image: External link].[22] Paul Tagliabue[image: External link] was elected as commissioner to succeed Rozelle; his seventeen-year tenure, which ended in 2006, was marked by large increases in television contracts and the addition of four expansion teams,[23] as well as the introduction of league initiatives to increase the number of minorities in league and team management roles.[24] The league's current Commissioner, Roger Goodell[image: External link], has focused on reducing the number of illegal hits and making the sport safer, mainly through fining or suspending players who break rules.[25] These actions are among many the NFL is taking to reduce concussions[image: External link] and improve player safety.[26]
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 Season and playoff development




Main article: List of National Football League seasons[image: External link]


From 1920 to 1934, the NFL did not have a set number of games for teams to play, instead setting a minimum. The league mandated a 12-game regular season for each team beginning in 1935[image: External link], later shortening this to 11 games in 1937[image: External link] and 10 games in 1943[image: External link], mainly due to World War II. After the war ended, the number of games returned to 11 games in 1946[image: External link] and to 12 in 1947. The NFL went to a 14-game schedule in 1961[image: External link], which it retained until switching to the current 16-game schedule in 1978[image: External link].[27] Proposals to increase the regular season to 18 games have been made, but have been rejected in labor negotiations with the National Football League Players Association (NFLPA).[28]

The NFL operated in a two-conference system from 1933 to 1966[image: External link], where the champions of each conference would meet in the NFL Championship Game[image: External link]. If two teams tied for the conference lead, they would meet in a one-game playoff[image: External link] to determine the conference champion. In 1967[image: External link], the NFL expanded from 15 teams to 16 teams. Instead of just evening out the conferences by adding the expansion New Orleans Saints[image: External link] to the seven-member Western Conference, the NFL realigned the conferences and split each into two four-team divisions. The four conference champions would meet in the NFL playoffs[image: External link], a two-round playoff.[29] The NFL also operated the Playoff Bowl[image: External link] (officially the Bert Bell Benefit Bowl) from 1960 to 1969. Effectively a third-place game[image: External link], pitting the two conference runners-up against each other, the league considers Playoff Bowls to have been exhibitions[image: External link] rather than playoff games. The league discontinued the Playoff Bowl in 1970 due to its perception as a game for losers.[30]

Following the addition of the former AFL teams into the NFL in 1970[image: External link], the NFL split into two conferences with three divisions each. The expanded league, now with twenty-six teams,[21] would also feature an expanded eight-team eight playoff, the participants being the three division champions from each conference as well as one 'wild card' team (the team with the best win percentage) from each conference. In 1978, the league added a second wild card team from each conference, bringing the total number of playoff teams to ten, and a further two wild card teams were added in 1990[image: External link] to bring the total to twelve. When the NFL expanded to 32 teams in 2002[image: External link], the league realigned, changing the division structure from three divisions in each conference to four divisions in each conference. As each division champion gets a playoff bid, the number of wild card teams from each conference dropped from three to two.[31]
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 Corporate structure




See also: History of the NFL Commissioner[image: External link]


At the corporate level, the National Football League considers itself a trade association[image: External link] made up of and financed by its 32 member teams.[32] Up until 2015, the league was an unincorporated nonprofit 501(c)(6)[image: External link] association.[33] Section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code provides an exemption from federal income taxation for "Business leagues, chambers of commerce, real-estate boards, boards of trade, or professional football leagues (whether or not administering a pension fund for football players), not organized for profit and no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.".[34] In contrast, each individual team (except the non-profit Green Bay Packers[image: External link][35]) is subject to tax because they make a profit.[36]

The NFL gave up the tax exempt status in 2015 following public criticism; in a letter to the club owners, Commissioner Roger Goodell[image: External link] labeled it a "distraction", saying "the effects of the tax exempt status of the league office have been mischaracterized repeatedly in recent years... Every dollar of income generated through television rights fees, licensing agreements, sponsorships, ticket sales, and other means is earned by the 32 clubs and is taxable there. This will remain the case even when the league office and Management Council file returns as taxable entities, and the change in filing status will make no material difference to our business." As a result, the league office might owe around US$10 million in income taxes, but it is no longer required to disclose the salaries of its executive officers.[37]

The league has three defined officers: the commissioner, secretary, and treasurer. Each conference has one defined officer, the president, which is essentially an honorary position with few powers and mostly ceremonial duties (such as awarding the conference championship trophy).

The commissioner is elected by affirmative vote of two-thirds or 18 (whichever is greater) of the members of the league, while the president of each conference is elected by an affirmative vote of three-fourths or ten of the conference members.[38] The commissioner appoints the secretary and treasurer and has broad authority in disputes between clubs, players, coaches, and employees. He is the "principal executive officer[image: External link]"[39] of the NFL and also has authority in hiring league employees, negotiating television contracts, disciplining individuals that own part or all of an NFL team, clubs, or employed individuals of an NFL club if they have violated league bylaws or committed "conduct detrimental to the welfare of the League or professional football".[39] The commissioner can, in the event of misconduct by a party associated with the league, suspend individuals, hand down a fine of up to US$500,000, cancel contracts with the league, and award or strip teams of draft picks.[39]

In extreme cases, the commissioner can offer recommendations to the NFL's Executive Committee up to and including the "cancellation or forfeiture"[39] of a club's franchise or any other action he deems necessary. The commissioner can also issue sanctions up to and including a lifetime ban from the league if an individual connected to the NFL has bet on games or failed to notify the league of conspiracies or plans to bet on or fix games.[39] The current Commissioner of the National Football League is Roger Goodell, who was elected in 2006 after Paul Tagliabue[image: External link], the previous commissioner, retired.[40]

According to economist Richard Wolff, the NFL redistributes its wealth to all NFL teams equally in contravention of the typical corporate structure. By redistributing profits to all teams the NFL is ensuring that one team will not dominate the league through excessive earnings. This form of democratic socialism wealth redistribution is practiced by some industrialized countries.[41]
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 Teams




See also: List of defunct National Football League franchises[image: External link]


The NFL consists of 32 clubs divided into two conferences of 16 teams in each. Each conference is divided into four divisions of four clubs in each. During the regular season, each team is allowed a maximum of 53 players on its roster;[42] only 46 of these may be active (eligible to play) on game days.[43] Each team can also have a 10-player practice squad[image: External link] separate from its main roster, but the practice squad may only be composed of players who were not active for at least nine games in any of their seasons in the league. A player can only be on a practice squad for a maximum of three seasons.[44]

Each NFL club is granted a franchise, the league's authorization for the team to operate in its home city. This franchise covers 'Home Territory' (the 75 miles surrounding the city limits, or, if the team is within 100 miles of another league city, half the distance between the two cities) and 'Home Marketing Area' (Home Territory plus the rest of the state the club operates in, as well as the area the team operates its training camp in for the duration of the camp). Each NFL member has the exclusive right to host professional football games inside its Home Territory and the exclusive right to advertise, promote, and host events in its Home Marketing Area. There are several exceptions to this rule, mostly relating to teams with close proximity to each other: the San Francisco 49ers[image: External link] and Oakland Raiders[image: External link] only have exclusive rights in their cities and share rights outside of it; and teams that operate in the same city (e.g. New York City and Los Angeles) or the same state (e.g. California, Florida, and Texas[image: External link]) share the rights to the city's Home Territory and the state's Home Marketing Area, respectively.[45]

Every NFL team is based in the contiguous United States[image: External link]. Although no team is based in a foreign country, the Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link] began playing one home game a year at Wembley Stadium[image: External link] in London, England in 2013 as part of the NFL International Series[image: External link].[46] The Jaguars' agreement with Wembley was originally set to expire in 2016, but has since been extended through 2020.[47] The Buffalo Bills[image: External link] played one home game every season at Rogers Centre[image: External link] in Toronto, Ontario, Canada as part of the Bills Toronto Series[image: External link] from 2008[image: External link] to 2013[image: External link]. Mexico[image: External link] also hosted an NFL regular-season game, a 2005 game between the San Francisco 49ers and Arizona Cardinals known as "Fútbol Americano[image: External link]",[48] and 39 international preseason games were played from 1986 to 2005 as part of the American Bowl series.[49] The Raiders and Houston Texans[image: External link] played a game in Mexico City at Estadio Azteca[image: External link] on November 21, 2016.[50]

According to Forbes[image: External link], the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link], at approximately US$4 billion, are the most valuable NFL franchise and the most valuable sports team in the world.[51] Also, all 32 NFL teams rank among the Top 50 most valuable sports teams in the world;[52] and 14 of the NFL's owners are listed on the Forbes 400[image: External link], the most of any sports league or organization.[53]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season format




The NFL season format consists of a four-week preseason[image: External link], a seventeen-week regular season[image: External link] (each team plays 16 games), and a twelve-team single-elimination playoff[image: External link] culminating in the Super Bowl, the league's championship game.
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 Preseason




Main article: National Football League preseason[image: External link]


The NFL preseason begins with the Pro Football Hall of Fame Game[image: External link], played at Fawcett Stadium[image: External link] in Canton[image: External link].[64] Each NFL team is required to schedule four preseason games, two of which must be at its home stadium, but the teams involved in the Hall of Fame game, as well as any teams playing in an American Bowl[image: External link] game, play five preseason games.[65] Preseason games are exhibition matches and do not count towards regular-season totals.[66] Because the preseason does not count towards standings, teams generally do not focus on winning games; instead, they are used by coaches to evaluate their teams and by players to show their performance, both to their current team and to other teams if they get cut.[28] The quality of preseason games has been criticized by some fans, who dislike having to pay full price for exhibition games,[67] as well as by some players and coaches, who dislike the risk of injury the games have, while others have felt the preseason is a necessary part of the NFL season.[28][67]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Regular season




Main article: National Football League regular season[image: External link]


Currently, the thirteen opponents each team faces over the 16-game regular season schedule are set using a pre-determined formula:[68]

The National Football League runs a seventeen-week, 256-game regular season. Since 2001, the season has begun the week after Labor Day and concluded the week after Christmas.[69] The opening game of the season is normally a primetime home game for the league's defending champion.[70]

Most NFL games are played on Sundays, with a Monday night game[image: External link] typically held at least once a week and Thursday night games[image: External link] occurring on most weeks as well.[70] NFL games are not normally played on Fridays or Saturdays until late in the regular season, as federal law[image: External link] prohibits professional football leagues from competing with college or high school football. Because high school and college teams typically play games on Friday and Saturday, respectively, the NFL cannot hold games on those days until the third Friday in December.[71] NFL games are rarely scheduled for Tuesday or Wednesday, and those days have only been used twice since 1948: in 2010, when a Sunday game was rescheduled to Tuesday due to a blizzard, and in 2012, when the Kickoff game[image: External link] was moved from Thursday to Wednesday to avoid conflict with the Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[72][73]

NFL regular season matchups are determined according to a scheduling formula. Within a division, all four teams play fourteen out of their sixteen games against common opponents – two games (home and away) are played against the other three teams in the division, while one game is held against all the members of a division from the NFC and a division from the AFC as determined by a rotating cycle (three years for the conference the team is in, and four years in the conference they are not in). The other two games are intraconference games, determined by the standings of the previous year – for example, if a team finishes first in its division, it will play two other first-place teams in its conference, while a team that finishes last would play two other last-place teams in the conference.[74] In total, each team plays sixteen games and has one bye week, where they do not play any games.[75]

Although the teams any given club will play are known by the end of the previous year's regular season, the exact dates, times, and home/away status for NFL games are not determined until much later because the league has to account for, among other things, the Major League Baseball postseason and local events that could pose a scheduling conflict with NFL games. During the 2010 season, over 500,000 potential schedules were created by computers, 5,000 of which were considered "playable schedules" and were reviewed by the NFL's scheduling team. After arriving at what they felt was the best schedule out of the group, nearly 50 more potential schedules were developed to try and ensure that the chosen schedule would be the best possible one.[76]
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Main articles: NFL playoffs[image: External link], Pro Bowl, and Super Bowl[image: External link]


Following the conclusion of the regular season, a twelve-team single elimination tournament, the NFL Playoffs, is held. Six teams are selected from each conference: the winners of each of the four divisions as well as two wild card teams (the two remaining teams with the best overall record). These teams are seeded according to overall record, with the division champions always ranking higher than either of the wild card teams.[77] The top two teams (seeded one and two) from each conference are awarded a bye week, while the remaining four teams (seeded 3–6) from each conference compete in the first round of the playoffs, the Wild Card round, with the third seed competing against the sixth seed and the fourth seed competing against the fifth seed. The winners of the Wild Card round advance to the Divisional Round, which matches the lower seeded team against the first seed and the higher seeded team against the second seed. The winners of those games then compete in the Conference Championships, with the higher remaining seed hosting the lower remaining seed. The AFC and NFC champions then compete in the Super Bowl to determine the league champion.

The only other postseason event hosted by the NFL is the Pro Bowl, the league's all-star game[image: External link]. Since 2009, the Pro Bowl has been held the week before the Super Bowl[image: External link]; in previous years, the game was held the week following the Super Bowl, but in an effort to boost ratings, the game was moved to the week before.[78] Because of this, players from the teams participating in the Super Bowl are exempt from participating in the game. The Pro Bowl is not considered as competitive as a regular-season game because the biggest concern of teams is to avoid injuries to the players.[79]
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Main articles: Vince Lombardi Trophy[image: External link], Ed Thorp Memorial Trophy[image: External link], and Brunswick-Balke Collender Cup[image: External link]


The National Football League has used three different trophies to honor its champion over its existence. The first trophy, the Brunswick-Balke Collender Cup[image: External link], was donated to the NFL (then APFA) in 1920 by the Brunswick-Balke Collender Corporation[image: External link]. The trophy, the appearance of which is only known by its description as a "silver loving cup", was intended to be a traveling trophy and not to become permanent until a team had won at least three titles. The league awarded it to the Akron Pros, champions of the inaugural 1920 season; however, the trophy was discontinued and its current whereabouts are unknown.[80]

A second trophy, the Ed Thorp Memorial Trophy[image: External link], was issued by the NFL from 1934 to 1969. The trophy's namesake, Ed Thorp, was a referee in the league and a friend to many early league owners; upon his death in 1934, the league created the trophy to honor him. In addition to the main trophy, which would be in the possession of the current league champion, the league issued a smaller replica trophy to each champion, who would maintain permanent control over it. The current location of the Ed Thorp Memorial Trophy, like that of its predecessor, is unknown. The predominant theory is that the Minnesota Vikings[image: External link], the last team to be awarded the trophy, somehow misplaced it after the 1969 season.[81]

The current trophy of the NFL is the Vince Lombardi Trophy[image: External link]. The Super Bowl trophy was officially renamed in 1970 after Vince Lombardi[image: External link], who as head coach led the Green Bay Packers to victories in the first two Super Bowls. Unlike the previous trophies, a new Vince Lombardi Trophy is issued to each year's champion, who maintains permanent control of it. Lombardi Trophies are made by Tiffany & Co.[image: External link] out of sterling silver and are worth anywhere from US$25,000 to US$300,000.[82] Additionally, each player on the winning team as well as coaches and personnel are awarded Super Bowl rings[image: External link] to commemorate their victory. The winning team chooses the company that makes the rings; each ring design varies, with the NFL mandating certain ring specifications (which have a degree of room for deviation), in addition to requiring the Super Bowl logo be on at least one side of the ring.[83] The losing team are also awarded rings, which must be no more than half as valuable as the winners' rings, but those are almost never worn.[84]

The conference champions receive trophies for their achievement. The champions of the NFC receive the George Halas Trophy[image: External link],[85] named after Chicago Bears founder George Halas[image: External link], who is also considered as one of the co-founders of the NFL. The AFC champions receive the Lamar Hunt Trophy[image: External link],[86] named after Lamar Hunt[image: External link], the founder of the Kansas City Chiefs and the principal founder of the American Football League. Players on the winning team also receive a conference championship ring.[87][88]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Player and coach awards




See also: Category:National Football League trophies and awards[image: External link].

The NFL recognizes a number of awards for its players and coaches at its annual NFL Honors[image: External link] presentation. The most prestigious award is the AP Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (MVP) award.[89] Other major awards include the AP Offensive Player of the Year[image: External link], AP Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link], AP Comeback Player of the Year[image: External link], and the AP Offensive and Defensive Rookie of the Year[image: External link] awards.[90] Another prestigious award is the Walter Payton Man of the Year Award[image: External link], which recognizes a player's off-field work in addition to his on-field performance.[91] The NFL Coach of the Year[image: External link] award is the highest coaching award.[92] The NFL also gives out weekly awards such as the FedEx Air & Ground NFL Players of the Week[image: External link][93] and the Pepsi MAX NFL Rookie of the Week[image: External link] awards.[94]
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Main article: National Football League on television[image: External link]


See also: List of current National Football League broadcasters[image: External link]


In the United States, the National Football League has television contracts with four networks: CBS[image: External link], ESPN, Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link]. Collectively, these contracts cover every regular season and postseason game. In general, CBS televises afternoon games in which the away team is an AFC team, and Fox carries afternoon games in which the away team belongs to the NFC. These afternoon games are not carried on all affiliates, as multiple games are being played at once; each network affiliate is assigned one game per time slot, according to a complicated set of rules.[95] Since 2011, the league has reserved the right to give Sunday games that, under the contract, would normally air on one network to the other network (known as "flexible scheduling").[96] The only way to legally watch a regionally televised game not being carried on the local network affiliates is to purchase NFL Sunday Ticket[image: External link], the league's out-of-market sports package[image: External link], which is only available to subscribers to the DirecTV[image: External link] satellite service. The league also provides RedZone[image: External link], an omnibus telecast[image: External link] that cuts to the most relevant plays in each game, live as they happen.

In addition to the regional games, the league also has packages of telecasts, mostly in prime time, that are carried nationwide. CBS also carries a package of five games on Thursday nights. NBC broadcasts the primetime Sunday Night Football[image: External link] package and seven Thursday night games, which includes the NFL Kickoff game[image: External link] that starts the regular season and a primetime Thanksgiving Day game[image: External link]. ESPN carries all Monday Night Football[image: External link] games.[95] The NFL's own network, NFL Network, carries all Thursday Night Football[image: External link] games, including those on CBS and NBC (except the Thanksgiving and kickoff games, which remain exclusive to NBC).[97]

The Super Bowl television rights are rotated on a three-year basis between CBS, Fox, and NBC.[95] In 2011, all four stations signed new nine-year contracts with the NFL, each running until 2022; CBS, Fox, and NBC are estimated by Forbes[image: External link] to pay a combined total of US$3 billion a year, while ESPN will pay US$1.9 billion a year.[98] The league also has deals with Spanish-language broadcasters NBC Universo[image: External link], Fox Deportes[image: External link], and ESPN Deportes[image: External link], which air Spanish language dubs of their respective English-language sister networks' games.[99][100] The league's contracts do not cover preseason games, which individual teams are free to sell to local stations directly; a minority of preseason games are distributed among the league's national television partners.

Through the 2014 season, the NFL had a blackout policy[image: External link] in which games were 'blacked out' on local television in the home team's area if the home stadium was not sold out. Clubs could elect to set this requirement at only 85%, but they would have to give more ticket revenue to the visiting team; teams could also request a specific exemption from the NFL for the game. The vast majority of NFL games were not blacked out; only 6% of games were blacked out during the 2011 season[image: External link],[101] and only two games were blacked out in 2013[image: External link] and none in 2014[image: External link].[102] The NFL announced in March 2015 that it would suspend its blackout policy for at least the 2015 season[image: External link].[102] According to Nielsen[image: External link], the NFL regular season since 2012 was watched by at least 200 million individuals, accounting for 80% of all television households in the United States and 69% of all potential viewers in the United States. NFL regular season games accounted for 31 out of the top 32 most-watched programs in the fall season and an NFL game ranked as the most-watched television show in all 17 weeks of the regular season. At the local level, NFL games were the highest-ranked shows in NFL markets 92% of the time.[103] Super Bowls account for the 22 most-watched programs (based on total audience) in US history, including a record 167 million people that watched Super Bowl XLVIII[image: External link], the conclusion to the 2013 season.[104]

In addition to radio networks run by each NFL team, select NFL games are broadcast nationally by Westwood One[image: External link] (known as Dial Global for the 2012 season). These games are broadcast on over 500 networks, giving all NFL markets access to each primetime game. The NFL's deal with Westwood One was extended in 2012 and will run through 2017.[105]

Some broadcasting innovations have either been introduced or popularized during NFL telecasts. Among them, the Skycam[image: External link] camera system was used for the first time in a live telecast, at a 1984 preseason NFL game in San Diego between the Chargers and 49ers[image: External link], and televised by CBS.[106] Commentator John Madden[image: External link] famously used a telestrator[image: External link] during games between the early 1980s to the mid-2000s, boosting the device's popularity.[107]

The NFL, as a one-time experiment, distributed the October 25, 2015 International Series[image: External link] game from Wembley Stadium[image: External link] in London between the Buffalo Bills[image: External link] and Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link]. The game was live streamed on the Internet exclusively via Yahoo![image: External link], except for over-the-air broadcasts on the local CBS-TV affiliates in the Buffalo[image: External link] and Jacksonville[image: External link] markets.[108][109][110]

In 2015, the NFL began sponsoring a series of public service announcements[image: External link] to bring attention to domestic abuse and sexual assault in response to what was seen as poor handling of incidents of violence by players.[111]
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Main article: National Football League Draft


Each April (excluding 2014 when it took place in May), the NFL holds a draft of college players. The draft consists of seven rounds, with each of the 32 clubs getting one pick in each round.[112] The draft order for non-playoff teams is determined by regular-season record; among playoff teams, teams are first ranked by the furthest round of the playoffs they reached, and then are ranked by regular-season record. For example, any team that reached the divisional round will be given a higher pick than any team that reached the conference championships, but will be given a lower pick than any team that did not make the divisional round. The Super Bowl champion always drafts last, and the losing team from the Super Bowl always drafts next-to-last.[113] All potential draftees must be at least three years removed from high school in order to be eligible for the draft.[114] Underclassmen[image: External link] that have met that criterion to be eligible for the draft must write an application to the NFL by January 15 renouncing their remaining college eligibility.[115] Clubs can trade away picks for future draft picks, but cannot trade the rights to players they have selected in previous drafts.[116]

Aside from the 32 picks each club gets, compensatory draft picks are given to teams that have lost more compensatory free agents than they have gained. These are spread out from rounds 3 to 7, and a total of 32 are given.[117] Clubs are required to make their selection within a certain period of time, the exact time depending on which round the pick is made in. If they fail to do so on time, the clubs behind them can begin to select their players in order, but they do not lose the pick outright. This happened in the 2003 draft, when the Minnesota Vikings failed to make their selection on time. The Jacksonville Jaguars and Carolina Panthers[image: External link] were able to make their picks before the Vikings were able to use theirs.[118] Selected players are only allowed to negotiate contracts with the team that picked them, but if they choose not to sign they become eligible for the next year's draft.[119] Under the current collective bargaining contract, all contracts to drafted players must be four-year deals with a club option for a fifth. Contracts themselves are limited to a certain amount of money, depending on the exact draft pick the player was selected with.[120] Players who were draft eligible but not picked in the draft are free to sign with any club.[112]

The NFL operates several other drafts in addition to the NFL draft. The league holds a supplemental draft[image: External link] annually. Clubs submit emails to the league stating the player they wish to select and the round they will do so, and the team with the highest bid wins the rights to that player. The exact order is determined by a lottery held before the draft, and a successful bid for a player will result in the team forfeiting the rights to its pick in the equivalent round of the next NFL draft.[121] Players are only eligible for the supplemental draft after being granted a petition for special eligibility.[122] The league holds expansion drafts, the most recent happening in 2002[image: External link] when the Houston Texans[image: External link] began play as an expansion team[image: External link].[123] Other drafts held by the league include an allocation draft in 1950[image: External link] to allocate players from several teams that played in the dissolved All-America Football Conference[124] and a supplemental draft in 1984[image: External link] to give NFL teams the rights to players who had been eligible for the main draft but had not been drafted because they had signed contracts with the United States Football League[image: External link] or Canadian Football League[image: External link].[125]

Like the other major sports leagues in the United States[image: External link], the NFL maintains protocol for a disaster draft[image: External link]. In the event of a 'near disaster' (less than 15 players killed or disabled) that caused the club to lose a quarterback, they could draft one from a team with at least three quarterbacks. In the event of a 'disaster' (15 or more players killed or disabled) that results in a club's season being cancelled, a restocking draft would be held. Neither of these protocols has ever had to be implemented.[126]
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Free agents[image: External link] in the National Football League are divided into restricted free agents[image: External link], who have three accrued seasons and whose current contract has expired, and unrestricted free agents[image: External link], who have four or more accrued seasons and whose contract has expired. An accrued season is defined as "six or more regular-season games on a club's active/inactive, reserved/injured or reserve/physically unable to perform lists".[127] Restricted free agents are allowed to negotiate with other clubs besides their former club, but the former club has the right to match any offer. If they choose not to, they are compensated with draft picks. Unrestricted free agents are free to sign with any club, and no compensation is owed if they sign with a different club.[127]

Clubs are given one franchise tag[image: External link] to offer to any unrestricted free agent. The franchise tag is a one-year deal that pays the player 120% of his previous contract or no less than the average of the five highest-paid players at his position, whichever is greater. There are two types of franchise tags: exclusive tags, which do not allow the player to negotiate with other clubs, and non-exclusive tags, which allow the player to negotiate with other clubs but gives his former club the right to match any offer and two first-round draft picks if they decline to match it.[128]

Clubs also have the option to use a transition tag[image: External link], which is similar to the non-exclusive franchise tag but offers no compensation if the former club refuses to match the offer.[129] Due to that stipulation, the transition tag is rarely used,[130] even with the removal of the "poison pill" strategy (offering a contract with stipulations that the former club would be unable to match) that essentially ended the usage of the tag league-wide.[131] Each club is subject to a salary cap[image: External link], which is set at US$143.28 million for the 2015 season, US$10 million more than in 2014 and US$20 million more than in 2013.[132] The salary cap for the 2016 NFL season was $155.27 million.[133]The salary cap for the 2017 NFL season will be $167 million.[134]

Members of clubs' practice squads[image: External link], despite being paid by and working for their respective clubs, are also simultaneously a kind of free agent and are able to sign to any other club's active roster (provided their new club is not their previous club's next opponent within a set number of days) without compensation to their previous club; practice squad players cannot be signed to other clubs' practice squads, however, unless released by their original club first.[135]
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Explanatory notes



	
^ All teams are based in the United States, but several preseason and regular season games have been held internationally.


	
^ a b The New York Jets[image: External link] and New York Giants[image: External link] share MetLife Stadium[image: External link].[57]


	
^ a b The Baltimore Ravens were originally the Cleveland Browns[image: External link], and moved to Baltimore in 1996[image: External link]. Due to an agreement with the city of Cleveland[image: External link] that allowed the club to move, the Browns name, colors, and team history/records were left for a new Cleveland Browns team while the team, personnel, and staff of the old Browns team were allowed to move to Baltimore.[58] As such, the Ravens are considered to have begun play in 1996[image: External link] while the current Cleveland Browns are considered to have been founded in 1950[image: External link], became inactive from 1996 to 1998,[56] and resumed play as new team in 1999.[59]


	
^ The Jaguars began playing one home game each season at Wembley Stadium[image: External link] in London, England in 2013, and will continue to do so through 2020.[46][60][47]


	
^ a b The Los Angeles Rams will play at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 2016 to 2019 and the Los Angeles Chargers will play at StubHub Center from 2017 to 2019 until the Los Angeles Stadium at Hollywood Park[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link], has finished construction for the 2020 NFL season.[61][62][63]


	
^ The Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] will play at Mercedes-Benz Stadium beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link].
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American Football






This article is about the American variation of gridiron football. For a broader usage of the name, see American football (disambiguation)[image: External link].

American football, referred to as football in the United States and Canada, and also known as "gridiron football[image: External link]" or simply "gridiron", is a sport[image: External link] played by two teams of eleven players on a rectangular field with goalposts at each end. The offense[image: External link], the team with control of the oval-shaped football[image: External link], attempts to advance down the field by running[image: External link] with or passing[image: External link] the ball, while the team without control of the ball, the defense, aims to stop their advance and take control of the ball for themselves. The offense must advance at least ten yards in four downs[image: External link], or plays, or else they turn over[image: External link] the football to the opposing team; if they succeed, they are given a new set of four downs. Points are primarily scored by advancing the ball into the opposing team's end zone for a touchdown[image: External link] or kicking the ball through the opponent's goalposts for a field goal[image: External link]. The team with the most points at the end of a game wins.

American football evolved in the United States, originating from the sports of association football[image: External link] and rugby football[image: External link]. The first game of American football was played on November 6, 1869[image: External link], between two college teams, Rutgers[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link], under rules based on the association football rules of the time.[2] During the latter half of the 1870s, colleges playing association football switched to the Rugby Union code[image: External link], which allowed carrying the ball. A set of rule changes drawn up from 1880[image: External link] onward by Walter Camp[image: External link], the "Father of American Football", established the snap[image: External link], eleven-player teams, and the concept of downs; later rule changes legalized the forward pass[image: External link], created the neutral zone[image: External link], and specified the size and shape of the football.

American football as a whole is the most popular sport in the United States[image: External link]. Professional football and college football[image: External link] are the most popular forms of the game, with the other major levels being high school[image: External link] and youth football. As of 2012, nearly 1.1 million high school athletes and 70,000 college athletes play the sport in the United States annually, almost all of them men, with a few exceptions[image: External link]. The National Football League, the most popular American football league, has the highest average attendance of any professional sports league in the world[image: External link]; its championship game, the Super Bowl[image: External link], ranks among the most-watched club sporting events in the world, and the league has an annual revenue of around US$10 billion.
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 Etymology and names




In the United States, American football is referred to as "football".[3] The term "football" was officially established in the rulebook for the 1876 college football season[image: External link], when the sport first shifted from soccer-style rules to rugby-style rules. Harvard was one of the primary proponents of the rugby-style game, and it could easily have been called "rugby" at this point; however, Harvard compromised and did not request that the name be changed to "rugby".[4] The terms "gridiron" or "American football" are favored in English-speaking countries where other codes of football[image: External link] are popular, such as the United Kingdom, Ireland, New Zealand, and Australia.[5][6]
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 History




Main article: History of American football[image: External link]
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 Early history




American football evolved from the sports of association football[image: External link] (soccer) and rugby football[image: External link]. Rugby football, like American football, is a sport where two competing teams vie for control of a ball, which can be kicked through a set of goalposts or run into the opponent's goal area to score points.[7]

What is considered to be the first American football game was played on November 6, 1869[image: External link] between Rutgers[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link], two college[image: External link] teams. The game was played between two teams of 25 players each and used a round ball that could not be picked up or carried. It could, however, be kicked or batted with the feet, hands, head or sides, with the ultimate goal being to advance it into the opponent's goal. Rutgers won the game 6 goals to 4.[8][9] Collegiate play continued for several years in which matches were played using the rules of the host school. Representatives of Yale, Columbia[image: External link], Princeton and Rutgers met on October 19, 1873 to create a standard set of rules for all schools to adhere to. Teams were set at 20 players each, and fields of 400 by 250 feet (122 m × 76 m) were specified. Harvard abstained from the conference, as they favored a rugby-style game that allowed running with the ball.[9]

An 1875 Harvard-Yale game played under rugby-style rules was observed by two impressed Princeton athletes. These players introduced the sport to Princeton, a feat the Professional Football Researchers Association[image: External link] compared to "selling refrigerators[image: External link] to Eskimos[image: External link]."[9] Princeton, Harvard, Yale and Columbia then agreed to intercollegiate play using a form of rugby union[image: External link] rules with a modified scoring system.[10] These schools formed the Intercollegiate Football Association, although Yale did not join until 1879. Yale player Walter Camp[image: External link], now regarded as the "Father of American Football",[10][11] secured rule changes in 1880 that reduced the size of each team from 15 to 11 players and instituted the snap[image: External link] to replace the chaotic and inconsistent scrum[image: External link].[10]
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 Evolution of the game




The introduction of the snap resulted in unexpected consequences. Prior to the snap, the strategy had been to punt if a scrum resulted in bad field position. However, a group of Princeton players realized that, as the snap was uncontested, they now could hold the ball indefinitely to prevent their opponent from scoring. In 1881, both teams in a game between Yale-Princeton used this strategy to maintain their undefeated records. Each team held the ball, gaining no ground, for an entire half, resulting in a 0-0 tie. This "block game" proved extremely unpopular with the spectators and fans of both teams.[10]

A rule change was necessary to prevent this strategy from taking hold, and a reversion to the scrum was considered. However, Camp successfully proposed a rule in 1882 that limited each team to three downs[image: External link], or tackles, to advance the ball five yards. Failure to advance the ball the required distance within those three downs would result in control of the ball being forfeited to the other team. This change effectively made American football a separate sport from rugby, and the resulting five-yard lines added to the field to measure distances made it resemble a gridiron[image: External link] in appearance. Other major rule changes included a reduction of the field size to 110 by 53.333 yards (100.584 m × 48.768 m), and the adoption of a scoring system that awarded four points for a touchdown, two for a safety and a goal following a touchdown[image: External link], and five for a goal from field[image: External link]; additionally, tackling below the waist was legalized.[10] The last, and arguably most important innovation, which would at last make American football uniquely "American", was the legalization of interference, or blocking[image: External link], a tactic which was highly illegal under the rugby-style rules.

Despite these new rules, football remained a violent sport. Dangerous mass-formations, which involved interlocking interference, like the flying wedge[image: External link] resulted in serious injuries and deaths.[12] A 1905 peak of 19 fatalities nationwide resulted in a threat by President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] to abolish the game unless major changes were made.[13] In response, sixty-two colleges and universities met in New York City to discuss rule changes on December 28, 1905, and these proceedings resulted in the formation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States, later named the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA).[14]

The legal forward pass[image: External link] was introduced in 1906, although its impact was initially limited due to the restrictions placed on its use. Other rule changes introduced that year included the reduction of the time of play from 70 to 60 minutes and the increase of the distance required for a first down from 5 to 10 yards (9.1 m). To reduce infighting and dirty play between teams, the neutral zone[image: External link] was created along the width of the football.[15] Scoring was also adjusted: field goals were lowered to three points in 1909[11] and touchdowns were raised to six points in 1912.[16] The field was also reduced to 100 yards (91 m) long, but two 10-yard-long end zones were created, and teams were given four downs instead of three to advance the ball 10 yards (9.1 m).[17] The roughing-the-passer penalty was implemented in 1914, and eligible players were first allowed to catch the ball anywhere on the field in 1918.[18]
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 The professional era




On November 12, 1892, when William "Pudge" Heffelfinger[image: External link] was paid $500 to play a game for the Allegheny Athletic Association[image: External link] in a match against the Pittsburgh Athletic Club[image: External link]. This is the first recorded instance of a player being paid to participate in a game of American football[image: External link], although many athletic clubs in the 1880s offered indirect benefits, such as helping players attain employment, giving out trophies or watches that players could pawn for money, or paying double in expense money. Despite these extra benefits, the game had a strict sense of amateurism at the time, and direct payment to players was frowned upon, if not outright prohibited.[19]

Over time, professional play became increasingly common, and with it came rising salaries and unpredictable player movement, as well as the illegal payment of college players who were still in school. The National Football League (NFL), a group of professional teams that was originally established in 1920 as the American Professional Football Association, aimed to solve these problems. This new league's stated goals included an end to bidding wars over players, prevention of the use of college players, and abolition of the practice of paying players to leave another team.[20] By 1922, the NFL had established itself as the premier professional football league.[21]

The dominant form of football at the time was played at the collegiate level[image: External link], but the upstart NFL received a boost to its legitimacy in 1925 when an NFL team, the Pottsville Maroons[image: External link], defeated a team of Notre Dame[image: External link] all-stars in an exhibition game[image: External link].[22] A greater emphasis on the passing game helped professional football to further distinguish itself from the college game during the late 1930s.[20] Football in general became increasingly popular following the 1958 NFL Championship game[image: External link], a match between the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] and the New York Giants[image: External link] that is still referred to as the "Greatest Game Ever Played". The game, a 23–17 overtime victory by the Colts, was seen by millions of television viewers and had a major impact on the popularity of the sport. This, along with the innovations introduced by the new American Football League[image: External link] (AFL) in the early 1960s, helped football to become the most popular sport in the United States by the mid-1960s.[23]

The rival American Football League arose in 1960 and challenged the NFL's dominance. The AFL began in relative obscurity but eventually thrived, with an initial television contract with the ABC[image: External link] network. The AFL's existence forced the conservative NFL to expand to Dallas and Minnesota in an attempt to destroy the new league. Meanwhile, the AFL introduced many new features to Professional Football in the United States: official time on the scoreboard clock, rather than on a watch in the referee's pocket, as the NFL did; optional two-point conversions by pass or run after touchdowns; names on the jerseys of players; and several others, including expansion of the role of minority players, actively recruited by the league in contrast to the NFL. The AFL also signed several star college players that had also been drafted by NFL teams. Competition for players heated up in 1965, when the AFL New York Jets[image: External link] signed rookie Joe Namath[image: External link] to a then-record US $437,000 contract. A five-year, $40 million NBC[image: External link] television contract followed, which helped to sustain the young league. The bidding war for players ended in 1966, when NFL owners approached the AFL regarding a merger, and the two leagues agreed on one[image: External link] that would take full effect in 1970. This agreement provided for a common draft that would take place each year, and it instituted an annual World Championship game to be played between the champions of each league. That game began play at the end of the 1966 season. Once the merger was completed, it was no longer a championship game between two leagues, and reverted to the NFL championship game, which came to be known as the Super Bowl[image: External link].[24]

College football maintained a tradition of postseason bowl games[image: External link]. Each bowl game would be associated with a particular conference, and earning a spot in a bowl game was the reward for winning a conference. This arrangement was profitable, but it tended to prevent the two top-ranked teams from meeting in a true national championship game, as they would normally be committed to the bowl games of their respective conferences. Several systems have been used since 1992 to determine a national champion of college football. The first was the Bowl Coalition[image: External link], in place from 1992 to 1994. This was replaced in 1995 by the Bowl Alliance[image: External link], which gave way in 1997 to the Bowl Championship Series[image: External link] (BCS).[25] The BCS arrangement proved to be controversial[image: External link], and was replaced in 2014 by the College Football Playoff[image: External link] (CFP).[26][27]
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 Teams and positions




Main article: American football positions


A football game is played between two teams of 11 players each.[28][29][30] Playing with more on the field is punishable by a penalty.[28][31][32] Teams may substitute any number of their players[image: External link] between downs;[33][34][35] this "platoon" system replaced the original system, which featured limited substitution rules, and has resulted in teams utilizing specialized offensive, defensive and special teams[image: External link] squads.[36]

Individual players in a football game must be designated with a uniform number[image: External link] between 1 and 99. NFL teams are required to number their players by a league-approved numbering system, and any exceptions must be approved by the Commissioner[image: External link].[28] NCAA and NFHS teams are "strongly advised" to number their offensive players according to a league-suggested numbering scheme.[37][38]
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 Offensive unit




The role of the offensive unit is to advance the football down the field with the ultimate goal of scoring a touchdown[image: External link].[39]

The offensive team must line up in a legal formation[image: External link] before they can snap the ball. An offensive formation is considered illegal if there are more than four players in the backfield[image: External link] or fewer than five players numbered 50-79 on the offensive line.[29][40][41] Players can temporarily line up in a position whose eligibility is different from what their number permits as long as they immediately report the change to the referee, who then informs the defensive team of the change.[42] Neither team's players, with the exception of the snapper, are allowed to line up in or cross the neutral zone until the ball is snapped. Interior offensive linemen are not allowed to move until the snap of the ball.[43]

The main backfield positions are the quarterback (QB), halfback/tailback (HB/TB) and fullback (FB). The quarterback is the leader of the offense. Either he or a coach calls the plays. Quarterbacks typically inform the rest of the offense of the play in the huddle[image: External link] before the team lines up. The quarterback lines up behind the center to take the snap and then hands the ball off, throws it or runs with it.[39]

The primary role of the halfback, also known as the tailback, is to carry the ball on running plays. Halfbacks may also serve as receivers. Fullbacks tend to be larger than halfbacks and function primarily as blockers, but they are sometimes used as runners in short-yardage situations[44] and are seldom used in passing situations.[45]

The offensive line[image: External link] (OL) consists of several players whose primary function is to block[image: External link] members of the defensive line from tackling the ball carrier on running plays or sacking[image: External link] the quarterback on passing plays.[44] The leader of the offensive line is the center (C), who is responsible for snapping the ball to the quarterback, blocking,[44] and for making sure that the other linemen do their jobs during the play.[46] On either side of the center are the guards (G), while tackles[image: External link] (T) line up outside of the guards.

The principal receivers are the wide receivers (WR) and the tight ends (TE).[47] Wide receivers line up on or near the line of scrimmage, split outside of the line. The main goal of the wide receiver is to catch passes thrown by the quarterback,[44] but they may also function as decoys or as blockers during running plays. Tight ends line up outside of the tackles and function both as receivers and as blockers.[44]
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 Defensive unit




The role of the defense is to prevent the offense from scoring by tackling[image: External link] the ball carrier or by forcing turnovers[image: External link] ( interceptions[image: External link] or fumbles[image: External link]).[39]

The defensive line[image: External link] (DL) consists of defensive ends (DE) and defensive tackles[image: External link] (DT). Defensive ends line up on the ends of the line, while defensive tackles line up inside, between the defensive ends. The primary responsibilities of defensive ends and defensive tackles is to stop running plays on the outside and inside, respectively, to pressure the quarterback on passing plays, and to occupy the line so that the linebackers can break through.[44]

Linebackers line up behind the defensive line but in front of the defensive backfield. They are divided into two types: middle linebackers (MLB) and outside linebackers (OLB). Linebackers are the defensive leaders and call the defensive plays. Their diverse roles include defending the run, pressuring the quarterback, and guarding backs, wide receivers and tight ends in the passing game.[48]

The defensive backfield, often called the secondary, consists of cornerbacks (CB) and safeties (S). Safeties are themselves divided into free safeties (FS) and strong safeties (SS).[44] Cornerbacks line up outside the defensive formation, typically opposite of a receiver so as to be able to cover him, while safeties line up between the cornerbacks but farther back in the secondary. Safeties are the last line of defense, and are responsible for stopping deep passing plays as well as running plays.[44]
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 Special teams unit




The special teams unit is responsible for all kicking plays. The special teams unit of the team in control of the ball will try and execute field goal[image: External link] (FG) attempts, punts[image: External link] and kickoffs[image: External link], while the opposing team's unit will aim to block or return them.[39]

Three positions are specific to the field goal and PAT (point-after-touchdown)[image: External link] unit: the placekicker (K or PK), holder[image: External link] (H) and long snapper (LS). The long snapper's job is to snap the football to the holder, who will catch and position it for the placekicker. There is not usually a holder on kickoffs, because the ball is kicked off of a tee; however, a holder may be used in certain situations, such as if wind is preventing the ball from remaining upright on the tee. The player on the receiving team who catches the ball is known as the kickoff returner[image: External link] (KR).[49]

The positions specific to punt plays are the punter (P), long snapper, and gunner[image: External link]. The long snapper snaps the football directly to the punter, who then drops and kicks it before it hits the ground. Gunners line up split outside of the line and race down the field, aiming to tackle the punt returner[image: External link] (PR) – the player that catches the punt.[50]
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 Rules




Main article: American football rules[image: External link]
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 Scoring




In American football, the winner is the team that has scored the most points at the end of the game. There are multiple ways to score in a football game.

The touchdown[image: External link] (TD), worth six points, is the most valuable scoring play in American football. A touchdown is scored when a live ball is advanced into, caught in, or recovered in the end zone of the opposing team.[39] The scoring team then attempts a try[image: External link] or conversion[image: External link], more commonly known as the point(s)-after-touchdown (PAT), which is a single scoring opportunity. A PAT is most commonly attempted from the two- or three-yard line, depending on the level of play. If scored by a placekick or dropkick through the goal posts, it is worth one point, and is typically called the extra point.[51] If it is scored by what would normally be a touchdown, it is called the two-point conversion[image: External link][51] and is worth two points. For the 2015 season, the NFL adopted a rules on PATs that stated during an extra point the placekick must be kicked at the 15 yard line and on extra points if the kick is blocked and the opposing team returns it into the end zone or if during a two-point conversion the ball is fumbled or intercepted and returned to the end zone the opposing team will score two points. No points are awarded on a failed extra point or two-point conversion attempt.[52][53][54] In general, the extra point is almost always successful in professional play and is only slightly less successful at amateur levels, while the two-point conversion is a much riskier play with a higher probability of failure; accordingly, extra point attempts are far more common than two-point conversion attempts.[51]

A field goal[image: External link] (FG), worth three points, is scored when the ball is placekicked or dropkicked through the uprights and over the crossbars of the defense's goalposts.[55][56][57] After a PAT attempt or successful field goal the scoring team must kick the ball off to the other team.[58] A safety[image: External link] is scored when the ball carrier is tackled in his own end zone. Safeties are worth two points, which are awarded to the defense.[39] In addition, the team that conceded the safety must kick the ball to the scoring team via a free kick[image: External link].[59]
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 Field and equipment




Football games are played on a rectangular field[image: External link] that measures 120 yards (110 m) long and 53.33 yards (48.76 m) wide. Lines marked along the ends and sides of the field are known respectively as the end lines and sidelines[image: External link], and goal lines[image: External link] are marked 10 yards (9.1 m) inward from each end line. Weighted pylons are placed on the inside corner of the intersections of the goal lines and end lines.

White markings on the field identify the distance from the end zone. Inbound lines, or hash marks[image: External link], are short parallel lines that mark off 1 yard (0.91 m) increments. Yard lines[image: External link], which can run the width of the field, are marked every 5 yards (4.6 m). A one yard wide is placed at each end of the field; this line is marked at the center of the two-yard line in professional play and at the three-yard line in college play. Numerals that display the distance from the closest goal line in multiples of ten are placed on both sides of the field every ten yards.[60][61][62]

Goalposts[image: External link] are located at the center of the plane of each of the two end lines. The crossbar of these posts is ten feet (3 meters) above the ground, with vertical uprights at the end of the crossbar 18 feet 6 inches (5.64 m) apart for professional and collegiate play and 23 feet 4 inches (7.11 m) apart for high school play.[63][64][65] The uprights extend vertically 35 feet on professional fields, a minimum of 10 yards on college fields, and a minimum of ten feet on high school fields. Goal posts are padded at the base, and orange ribbons are normally placed at the tip of each upright.[63][64][65]

The football[image: External link] itself is an oval ball, similar to the balls used in rugby or Australian rules football[image: External link].[66] At all levels of play, the football is inflated to  12 1⁄2 to  13 1⁄2 pounds per square inch[image: External link] (psi) and weighs 14 to 15 ounces (397 to 425 grams[image: External link]);[65][67][68] beyond that, the exact dimensions vary slightly. In professional play the ball has a long axis of 11 to  11 1⁄4 inches, a long circumference of 28 to  28 1⁄2 inches, and a short circumference of 21 to  21 1⁄4 inches,[69] while in college and high school play the ball has a long axis of  10 7⁄8 to  11 7⁄16 inches, a long circumference of  27 3⁄4 to  28 1⁄2 inches, and a short circumference of  20 3⁄4 to  21 1⁄4 inches.[65][67]
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 Duration and time stoppages




Football games last for a total of 60 minutes in professional and college play and are divided into two halves of 30 minutes and four quarters of 15 minutes.[70][71] High school football games are 48 minutes in length with two halves of 24 minutes and four quarters of 12 minutes.[72] The two halves are separated by a halftime[image: External link] period, and the first and third quarters are also followed by a short break.[70][71][73] Prior to the start of the game, the referee and team captains[image: External link] for each team meet at midfield for a coin toss[image: External link]. The visiting team is allowed to call 'heads' or 'tails'; the winner of the toss is allowed to decide from between choosing whether to receive or kick off the ball or choosing which goal they want to defend, but they can also defer their choice until the second half. The losing team, unless the winning team decides to defer, is allowed to choose the option the winning team did not select, and receives the option to receive, kick, or select a goal to defend to begin the second half. Most teams choose to receive or defer, because choosing to kick the ball to start the game would allow the other team to choose which goal to defend.[74] Teams switch goals following the first and third quarters.[75] If a down is in progress when a quarter ends, play continues until the down is completed.[76][77][78]

Games last longer than their defined length due to play stoppages – the average NFL game lasts slightly over three hours.[79] Time in a football game is measured by the game clock. An operator is responsible for starting, stopping and operating the game clock based on the direction of the appropriate official[image: External link].[70][80] A separate clock, the play clock[image: External link], is used to determine if a delay of game[image: External link] infraction has been committed. If the play clock expires before the ball has been snapped or free-kicked, a delay of game foul is called on the offense. The play clock is set to 40 seconds in professional and college football and to 25 seconds in high school play or following certain administrative stoppages in the former levels of play.[76][81][82]
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 Advancing the ball and downs




There are two main ways that the offense can advance the ball: running[image: External link] and passing[image: External link]. In a typical play, the quarterback calls the play, and the center passes the ball backwards and under his legs to the quarterback in a process known as the snap[image: External link]. The quarterback then either hands the ball off to a back, throws the ball or runs with it himself. The play ends when the player with the ball is tackled or goes out of bounds, or a pass hits the ground without a player having caught it. A forward pass can only be legally attempted if the passer is behind the line of scrimmage.[58] In the NFL, a down also ends if the runner's helmet comes off.[83]

The offense is given a series of four plays, known as downs[image: External link]. If the offense advances ten or more yards in the four downs, they are awarded a new set of four downs. If they fail to advance ten yards, possession of the football is turned over to the defense. In most situations, if the offense reaches their fourth down they will punt[image: External link] the ball to the other team, which forces them to begin their drive from further down the field; if they are in field goal range[image: External link], they might also attempt to score a field goal.[58] A group of officials, the chain crew, keeps track of both the downs and the distance measurements.[84] On television, a yellow line is electronically superimposed on the field to show the first down line to the viewing audience.[85]
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 Kicking




There are two categories of kicks in football: scrimmage kicks, which can be executed by the offensive team on any down from behind or on the line of scrimmage,[88][89][90] and free kicks.[91][92][93] The free kicks are the kickoff[image: External link], which starts the first and third quarters and overtime and follows a try attempt or a successful field goal, and the safety kick[image: External link], which follows a safety.[89][94][95]

On a kickoff, the ball is placed at the 35-yard line of the kicking team in professional and college play and at the 40-yard line in high school play. The ball may be drop-kicked or place-kicked. If a place kick is chosen, the ball can be placed on the ground or on a tee, and a holder may be used in either case. On a safety kick, the kicking team kicks the ball from their own 20-yard line. They can punt, drop-kick or place-kick the ball, but a tee may not be used in professional play. Any member of the receiving team may catch or advance the ball, and the ball may be recovered by the kicking team once it has gone at least ten yards and has touched the ground or has been touched by any member of the receiving team.[96][97][98]

The three types of scrimmage kicks are place kicks, drop kicks, and punts. Only place kicks and drop kicks can score points.[55][56][57] The place kick is the standard method used to score points,[86] because the pointy shape of the football makes it difficult to reliably drop kick.[86][87] Once the ball has been kicked from a scrimmage kick, it can be advanced by the kicking team only if it is caught or recovered behind the line of scrimmage. If it is touched or recovered by the kicking team beyond this line, it becomes dead at the spot where it was touched.[99][100][101] The kicking team is prohibited from interfering with the receiver's opportunity to catch the ball, and the receiving team has the option of signaling for a fair catch[image: External link]. This prohibits the defense from blocking into or tackling the receiver, but the play ends as soon as the ball is caught and the ball may not be advanced.[102][103][104]
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 Officials and fouls




See also: Official (American football)[image: External link], Chain crew[image: External link], and Penalty (gridiron football)[image: External link]


Officials are responsible for enforcing game rules and monitoring the clock. All officials carry a whistle[image: External link] and wear black-and-white striped shirts and black hats except for the referee, whose hat is white. Each carries a weighted yellow flag[image: External link] that is thrown to the ground to signal that a foul[image: External link] has been called. An official who spots multiple fouls will throw his hat as a secondary signal.[105] The seven officials on the field are each tasked with a different set of responsibilities:[105]


	The referee is positioned behind and to the side of the offensive backs. He is charged with oversight and control of the game and is the authority on the score, the down number, and any and all rule interpretations in discussions between the other officials. He announces all penalties and discusses the infraction with the offending team's captain, monitors for illegal hits against the quarterback, makes requests for first-down measurements, and notifies the head coach whenever a player is ejected. He positions himself to the passing arm side of the quarterback. In most games, the referee is responsible for spotting the football prior to a play from scrimmage.

	The umpire is positioned in the defensive backfield, except in the NFL, where he is positioned lateral to the referee on the opposite side of the formation. He watches play along the line of scrimmage to make sure that no more than 11 offensive players are on the field prior to the snap and that no offensive linemen are illegally downfield[image: External link] on pass plays. He monitors the contact between offensive and defensive linemen and calls most of the holding[image: External link] penalties. The umpire records the number of timeouts taken and the winner of the coin toss and the game score, assists the referee in situations involving possession of the ball close to the line of scrimmage, determines whether player equipment is legal, and dries wet balls prior to the snap if a game is played in rain.

	The back judge is positioned deep in the defensive backfield, behind the umpire. He ensures that the defensive team has no more than 11 players on the field and determines whether catches are legal, whether field goal or extra point attempts are good, and whether a pass interference[image: External link] violation occurred. The back judge is also responsible for the play clock, the time between each play, when a visible play clock is not used.

	The head linesman is positioned on one end of the line of scrimmage. He watches for any line-of-scrimmage and illegal use-of-hands violations and assists the line judge with illegal shift or illegal motion calls. The head linesman also rules on out-of-bounds calls that happen on his side of the field, oversees the chain crew and marks the forward progress of a runner when a play has been whistled dead.




	The side judge is positioned twenty yards downfield of the head linesman. He mainly duplicates the functions of the field judge. On field goal and extra point attempts, he is positioned lateral to the umpire.

	The line judge is positioned on the end of the line of scrimmage, opposite the head linesman. He or she supervises player substitutions, the line of scrimmage during punts, and game timing. He notifies the referee when time has expired at the end of a quarter and notifies the head coach of the home team when five minutes remain for halftime. In the NFL, the line judge also alerts the referee when two minutes remain in the half[image: External link]. If the clock malfunctions or becomes inoperable, the line judge becomes the official timekeeper.

	The field judge is positioned twenty yards downfield from the line judge. He monitors and controls the play clock[image: External link], counts the number of defensive players on the field, and watches for offensive pass interference and illegal use-of-hands violations by offensive players. He also makes decisions regarding catches, recoveries, the ball spot when a player goes out of bounds, and illegal touching of fumbled balls that have crossed the line of scrimmage. On field goal and extra point attempts, the field judge is stationed under the upright opposite the back judge.

	The center judge is an eighth official used in the top level of college football. He stands lateral to the referee, the same way the umpire does in the NFL. The center judge is responsible for spotting the football after each play, and has many of the same responsibilities as the referee, except announcing penalties.



Another set of officials, the chain crew[image: External link], are responsible for moving the chains. The chains, consisting of two large sticks with a 10-yard-long chain between them, are used to measure for a first down. The chain crew stays on the sidelines during the game, but if requested by the officials they will briefly bring the chains on to the field to measure. A typical chain crew will have at least three people – two members of the chain crew will hold either of the two sticks, while a third will hold the down marker. The down marker, a large stick with a dial on it, is flipped after each play to indicate the current down, and is typically moved to the approximate spot of the ball. The chain crew system has been used for over 100 years and is considered to be an accurate measure of distance, rarely subject to criticism from either side.[84]
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 Safety




See also: American football protective equipment[image: External link] and Health issues in American football[image: External link]


Football is a full-contact sport, and injuries are relatively common. Most injuries occur during training sessions, particularly ones that involve contact between players.[106] To try to prevent injuries, players are required to wear a set of equipment. At a minimum players must wear a football helmet[image: External link] and a set of shoulder pads[image: External link], but individual leagues may require additional padding such as thigh pads and guards, knee pads, chest protectors, and mouthguards[image: External link].[107][108][109] Most injuries occur in the lower extremities, particularly in the knee, but a significant number also affect the upper extremities. The most common types of injuries are strains[image: External link], sprains[image: External link], bruises[image: External link], fractures, dislocations[image: External link], and concussions[image: External link].[106] Repeated concussions can increase a person's risk in later life for chronic traumatic encephalopathy[image: External link] and mental health issues such as dementia[image: External link], Parkinson's disease[image: External link], and depression[image: External link].[110] Concussions are often caused by helmet-to-helmet or upper-body contact between opposing players, although helmets have prevented more serious injuries such as skull fractures[image: External link].[111] Various programs are aiming to reduce concussions by reducing the frequency of helmet-to-helmet hits; USA Football[image: External link]'s "Heads Up Football" program is aiming to reduce concussions in youth football by teaching coaches and players about the signs of a concussion, the proper way to wear football equipment and ensure it fits, and proper tackling methods that avoid helmet-to-helmet contact.[112] However, a study in the Orthopaedic Journal of Sports Medicine found that Heads Up Football was ineffective; the same study did note that more extensive reforms implemented by Pop Warner Little Scholars[image: External link] and its member teams were effective in significantly reducing concussion rates.[113]
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 Leagues and tournaments




The National Football League (NFL) and the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA) are the most popular football leagues in the United States.[114] The National Football League was founded in 1920[115] and has since become the largest and most popular sport in the United States.[116] The NFL has the highest average attendance of any sporting league in the world, with an average attendance of 66,960 during the 2011 NFL Season[image: External link].[117] The NFL championship game is called the Super Bowl, and is among the biggest events in club sports worldwide.[118] It is played between the champions of the National Football Conference (NFC) and the American Football Conference (AFC), and its winner is awarded the Vince Lombardi Trophy[image: External link].[119]

College football[image: External link] is the third-most popular sport in the United States, behind professional baseball and professional football.[120] The NCAA, the largest collegiate organization, is divided into three Divisions: Division I, Division II and Division III[image: External link].[121] Division I football is further divided into two subdivisions: the Football Bowl Subdivision[image: External link] (FBS) and the Football Championship Subdivision[image: External link] (FCS).[122] The champions of each level of play are determined through NCAA-sanctioned playoff systems; while the champion of Division I-FBS was historically determined by various polls and ranking systems, the subdivision adopted a four-team playoff system in 2014.[123]

High school football[image: External link] is the most popular sport in the United States played by boys; over 1.1 million boys participated in the sport from 2007 to 2008 according to a survey by the National Federation of State High School Associations[image: External link] (NFHS). The NFHS is the largest organization for high school football, with member associations in all 50 states[image: External link] as well as the District of Columbia[image: External link]. USA Football is the governing body for youth and amateur football,[124] and Pop Warner Little Scholars[image: External link] is the largest organization for youth football.[125]
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 Rival professional leagues




Several professional football leagues have been formed as rival leagues to the NFL. The most successful rival league was the American Football League (AFL), which existed from 1960 to 1969. The AFL became a significant rival in 1964[image: External link] before signing a five-year, US$36 million television deal with NBC. AFL teams began to sign NFL players to contracts, and the league's popularity grew to challenge that of the NFL. The two leagues merged in the 1970 season[image: External link], and all AFL teams joined the NFL. An earlier league, the All-America Football Conference[image: External link], was in play from 1946 to 1949. After the league dissolved, two AAFC teams, the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] and the San Francisco 49ers[image: External link], became members of the NFL; another member, the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] joined the league, but folded after just a year in the NFL.[126]

Other attempts to start rival leagues have been far less successful. The World Football League[image: External link] (WFL) played for two seasons, in 1974 and 1975, but faced monetary issues so severe that the league could not pay its players. In its second and final season the WFL attempted to establish a stable credit rating, but the league disbanded before its second season could be completed.[127] The United States Football League[image: External link] (USFL) operated for three seasons from 1983 to 1985 but collapsed due to poor business decisions and monetary problems. A subsequent USD $1.5 billion antitrust lawsuit against the NFL was successful in court, but the league was awarded only three dollars in damages.[128] The XFL[image: External link] was created in 2001 by Vince McMahon[image: External link] and lasted for only one season. Despite television contracts with NBC and UPN[image: External link] and high expectations, the XFL suffered from poor television ratings and a low quality of play.[129] The United Football League[image: External link] (UFL) began in 2009, but folded after suspending its 2012 season[image: External link], due to financial issues.[130]
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 International play




American football leagues exist throughout the world, but the game has yet to achieve the international success and popularity of baseball and basketball.[131] NFL Europa[image: External link], the developmental league[image: External link] of the NFL, operated from 1991 to 1992 and then from 1995 to 2007. At the time of its closure, NFL Europa had five teams based in Germany and one in the Netherlands.[132]

The European Football League[image: External link] (EFL), run by the European Federation of American Football[image: External link] (EFAF), is an annual invitational tournament between the champions or co-champions of competitions run by EFAF members. The league's championship game is the Eurobowl[image: External link].[133] Other EFAF tournaments include the EFAF Cup[image: External link], played between the top teams from national leagues in a similar manner to the UEFA Cup[image: External link],[134] the Atlantic Cup, played between teams from the Atlantic region of Europe[image: External link],[135] and the Challenge Cup[image: External link], played between teams from newer federations that are not eligible to play in the EFL or EFAF Cup.[136] American football federations are also present in Asia[image: External link], Oceania[image: External link], and Pan America[image: External link], and a total of 64 national football federations exist as of July 2012.[137] The International Federation of American Football[image: External link] (IFAF), an international body composed of American football federations, runs tournaments such as the IFAF World Championship[image: External link], which is held every four years since 1999, the IFAF Women's World Championship[image: External link], the IFAF U-19 World Championship[image: External link] and the Flag Football World Championship[image: External link]. The IFAF also organizes the annual International Bowl game.[138] At the international level, Canada, Mexico, and Japan are considered to be second-tier, while Austria, Germany, and France would rank among a third tier. All of these countries rank far below the United States, which is dominant at the international level.[137]

Football is not an Olympic sport[image: External link], but it was a demonstration sport[image: External link] at the 1932 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[1] The IFAF has received provisional recognition from the International Olympic Committee[image: External link] (IOC), and a vote on making it an Olympic sport could be held as early as 2017.[139] Several major obstacles hinder the IFAF goal of achieving status as an Olympic sport, such as the predominant participation of men in international play and the short three-week Olympic schedule. Large team sizes are an additional difficulty, due to the Olympics' set limit of 10,500 athletes and coaches. American football also has the issue of global visibility. Nigel Melville[image: External link], the CEO of USA Rugby[image: External link], noted that "American football is recognized globally as a sport, but it's not played globally." In order to solve these concerns, major effort has been put into promoting flag football[image: External link], a modified version of American football, at the international level.[137]
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 Popularity and cultural impact





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States




Main article: American football in the United States[image: External link]


"Baseball is still called the national pastime, but football is by far the more popular sport in American society", according to ESPN.com's Sean McAdam.[140] In a 2014 poll conducted by Harris Interactive[image: External link], professional football ranked as the most popular sport, and college football ranked third behind only professional football and baseball; 46% of participants ranked some form of the game as their favorite sport. Professional football has ranked as the most popular sport in the poll since 1985, when it surpassed baseball for the first time.[141] Professional football is most popular among those who live in the eastern United States[image: External link] and rural areas, while college football is most popular in the southern United States[image: External link] and among people with graduate and post-graduate degrees.[142] Football is also the most-played sport by high school and college athletes in the United States. In a 2012 study, the NCAA estimated there were around 1.1 million high school football players and nearly 70,000 college football players in the United States; in comparison, the second-most played sport, basketball, had around 1 million participants in high school and 34,000 in college.[143] The Super Bowl is the most popular single-day sporting event in the United States,[24] and is among the biggest club sporting events in the world in terms of TV viewership.[118] The NFL makes approximately $10 billion annually.[144] Super Bowl games account for seven of the top eight most-watched broadcasts in American history; Super Bowl XLIX[image: External link] was watched by a record 114.4 million Americans.[145]

American football also plays a significant role in American culture. The Super Bowl is considered a de facto national holiday,[146] and in parts of the country like Texas[image: External link], the sport has been compared to a religion.[147][148] Football is also linked to other holidays; New Year's Day[image: External link] is traditionally the date for several college football bowl games, including the Rose Bowl[image: External link]. However, if New Year's Day is on a Sunday, the bowl games are moved to another date to not conflict with the typical NFL Sunday schedule.[149] Thanksgiving[image: External link] football[image: External link] is an American tradition,[150] hosting many high school, college, and professional games.[151] Steve Deace of USA Today[image: External link] wrote that Americans are passionate about football "because it embodies everything we love about American exceptionalism[image: External link]. Merit is rewarded, not punished. Masculinity is celebrated, not feminized. People of various beliefs and backgrounds – a melting pot, if you will – must unify for a common goal for the team to be successful".[152] Implicit rules such as playing through pain and sacrificing for the better of the team are promoted in football culture.[153]
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In Canada, the game has a significant following — according to a 2013 poll, 21% of respondents said they followed the NFL "very closely" or "fairly closely", making it the third-most followed league behind the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL) and Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL).[154] American football also has a long history in Mexico, which was introduced to the sport in 1896. American football was the second-most popular sport in Mexico in the 1950s, with the game being particularly popular in colleges.[155] The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] notes that the NFL claims over 16 million fans in Mexico, which places the country third behind the US and Canada.[156] American football is played in Mexico both professionally and as part of the college sports system.[157]. The top American football competition in Mexico is the recently created Liga de Fútbol Americano Profesional[image: External link] (Professional American Football League). At the collegiate level there is the Liga Mayor of the ONEFA, a college championship founded in 1930. There is also the CONADEIP Premier Conference, another college competition founded in 2010. American football is the fifth most popular sport in Mexico and the country have the highest raiting of the NFL outside the United States.

Japan was introduced to the sport in 1934 by Paul Rusch[image: External link], a teacher and Christian missionary who helped establish football teams at three universities in Tokyo. Play was halted during World War II, but began to grow in popularity again after the war. As of 2010, there are more than 400 high school football teams in Japan, with over 15,000 participants, and over 100 teams play in the Kantoh Collegiate Football Association (KCFA).[158] The college champion plays the champion of the X-League[image: External link] (a semi-pro league where teams are financed by corporations) in the Rice Bowl[image: External link] to determine Japan's national champion.[159]

Europe is a major target for expansion of the game by football organizers. In the United Kingdom in the 1980s, the sport was fairly popular, with the 1986 Super Bowl being watched by over 4 million people (about 1 out of every 14 Britons). The sport's popularity faded over the 1990s, coinciding with the establishment of the Premier League[image: External link]. According to BBC America[image: External link], there is a "social stigma" surrounding American football in the UK, with many Brits feeling the sport has no right to call itself 'football' due to the small emphasis on kicking.[160] Nonetheless, the sport has retained a following in the United Kingdom; the NFL operates a media network in the country, and since 2007 has hosted the NFL International Series[image: External link] in London. Super Bowl viewership has also rebounded, with over 4.4 million Britons watching Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link].[161]

The sport is played in European countries such as Switzerland, which has American football clubs in every major city,[162] and Germany, where the sport has around 45,000 registered amateur players.[157] In Europe, almost all nations have their own leagues, highlighting its importance those of Austria[image: External link] (Austrian Football League[image: External link]), Germany[image: External link] (German Football League[image: External link]), France[image: External link] (Ligue Élite de Football Américain[image: External link]) and Italy[image: External link] (Italian Football League[image: External link]). But in these countries American football has not yet reached the same level of popularity it has, for example, in North America[image: External link]. There are national teams of Austria[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Netherlands[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Russia[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] and Sweden[image: External link].

In Brazil, American football audience increased 800% between 2013 and 2016, according to ESPN, which is, along to Esporte Interativo[image: External link], the responsible to the transmission in the country. Brazil's audience is the 3rd of the world, behind only Mexico and United States. NFL leaders visited Maracanã Stadium[image: External link], in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], to verify the field. Rumors were that a Pro Bowl edition could be held there. One of the reasons of that boom in audience is the placekicker of Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link], Cairo Santos[image: External link], the first Brazilian player to reach some worldwide success in the sport.[163] Also, the sport is already one of the most played around the country, with approximately 130 teams. The Superliga Nacional de Futebol Americano[image: External link] (National American Football Superleague) is a recently created Brazilian American football league, created and organized by the Confederação Brasileira de Futebol Americano[image: External link] ( pt[image: External link]) (Brazilian Confederation of American Football).
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See also: Canadian football[image: External link], Arena football[image: External link], and Flag football[image: External link]


Canadian football[image: External link], the predominant form of football in Canada, is closely related to American football – both sports developed from rugby, and the two sports are considered to be the chief variants of gridiron football[image: External link].[164] Although the two games share a similar set of rules[image: External link], there are several key rule differences: for example, in Canadian football the field measures 150 by 65 yards (137 by 59 m), including two 20-yard end zones (for a distance between goal lines of 110 yards),[165] teams have three downs instead of four, there are twelve players on each side instead of eleven,[166] fair catches are not allowed, and a rouge[image: External link], worth a single point is scored if the offensive team kicks the ball out of the defense's end zone.[167] The Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL) is the major Canadian league and is the second-most popular sporting league in Canada, behind only the National Hockey League[image: External link].[167]

A major variant of football is arena football[image: External link], played by the Arena Football League[image: External link] (AFL).[168] Arena football has eight-player teams and uses an indoor field 50 yards (46 m) in length, excluding end zones, and 28.3 yards (25.9 m) wide. Punting is illegal, and kickoffs are attempted from the goal line. Large overhead nets deflect forward passes and kicks that hit them, and deflected kicks are live balls that may be recovered by either team.[169]

Below the Arena Football League are what New York Times[image: External link] writer Mike Tanier described as the "most minor of minor leagues:" indoor football[image: External link] leagues. Like in arena football, teams in indoor football leagues play in arenas, but games are only attended by a small number of fans, and most players are semi-professional[image: External link] athletes. Indoor football leagues are unstable, with franchises regularly moving from one league to another or merging with other teams, and teams or entire leagues dissolving entirely. The Indoor Football League[image: External link], National Arena League[image: External link], Champions Indoor Football[image: External link] and American Arena League[image: External link] are examples of prominent indoor leagues that are active as of 2017.[170]

There are several non-contact variants of American football, such as flag football[image: External link].[171] In flag football the ballcarrier is not tackled; instead, defenders aim to pull a flag tied around his waist.[172] Another variant, touch football[image: External link], simply requires the ballcarrier to be touched to be considered downed. A game of touch football may require that the player be touched with either one or two hands to be considered down, depending on the rules used.[173]
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