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Editor

editor's

note

As the song goes, “summertime and the living is easy.”

This time of year means vacation season for many people

with time off from work and school out of session.

Extended daylight into the evening hours encourages us

to be outdoors longer to enjoy the sun and nice weather.

If you need some carving projects to fill the idle hours of

longer days, this issue of

WCI

will keep your hands busy

and your knives happy.

Fun quick carves abound that are perfect for whiling

away the time around the campfire, whether that’s at the beach, the

mountains, or your backyard. A number of beginner and kid-friendly

projects include Kevin Johnson’s “Little Hot Dog,” Rick Giujusa’s

hilarious “Cheeky Beetroot,” and Johnny Layton’s “Easy Wizard”

(pages 39, 59, and 72).

More advanced carvers will love Blake Lunsford’s “Ryker the

Hiker” that shows how attention to detail and adding accessories to

a carving can take it from plain to personalized (page 26). Another

distinctive project is Matt Kincade’s brilliantly conceived basketball-

playing “Giraffe Caricature” (page 14).

Fans of sleek, stylized carvings will enjoy Wouter de Bruijn's

“Herring Gull” and Birce Keser's graceful "Stylized

Elephant" (pages 22, 51). Notice how differences in

leg positioning create a realistic sense of movement

in an animal.

Then carve something different with a “Southwest

Gnome Home” from Robert Rangel, which is a great

introduction to using cottonwood bark (page 20). Those

wanting to try low relief work will find Dustin Strenke’s

“Country Flower” to be an approachable project that’s

presented in an easy-to-follow lesson (page 34).

This past spring,

WCI

attended the Lancaster County

Woodcarver's 51st Wonders in Wood show (page 10).

I was struck by the diversity of carving and found it

interesting to see how many carvers resist falling into a

habit of carving in just one style. Sometimes habits are

hard to break, but we hope this issue of

WCI

inspires you

to try a different technique or style.

Speaking of breaking habits, some changes are afoot at

WCI

. We

have been evaluating what makes this magazine successful and

so popular with our faithful readers. As you know,

WCI

is not an

ad-driven magazine like most on newsstands today. Instead, we are

dedicated to providing robust content that readers look forward to.

To that end, we have decided to suspend our newsstand sales. Going

forward,

WCI

will be available by subscription only, and this issue

will be the last one sold at newsstands. This decision will in no way

affect the substance or quality of the magazine that you enjoy now.

And for a bit of fun, take note of an exciting announcement on page



12. Fox Chapel Publishing is having a 35th anniversary celebration at

our headquarters on September 25-26, 2026, and you are all invited!

Kicking Back
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letters

to the editor

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you create! If you tried your hand at one

of our projects, put your own spin on an existing design, or created something original, send

us an email at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include your name, where you

live, high-res photos, and a brief description of the piece.

May Flowers

My most recent woodcarving

project was a rustic flower and

vase made to celebrate the arrival

of spring and Mother’s Day. I

carved the flower and vase from

two separate basswood pieces and

added Spanish moss to the top of

the vase for a finishing touch.

Dennis Drazkowski

The Villages

,

Fla

.

Beary Patriotic

Over the last

few years, I have

carved

WCI

projects

associated with

Memorial Day or the

4th of July. I adapted

Sara Barraclough’s “Love

You Beary Much” from

Issue #90 to be holding a red,

white, and blue balloon.

Ron Steele

Grand Rapids

,

Mich

.

High Noon

My first ever caricature carving

came from a roughout from Chris

Hammack. I was lucky enough

to meet Chris years ago at one of

his weekend seminars and have

continued carving his projects,

including “Gunslinger McCoy”

from the 100th Issue. Many

thanks to

WCI,

Chris, and my

brother for cutting the blank for

my cowboy!

Bob Collins

Fullerton

,

Calif

.

Adventures in Carverland

I was inspired by the characters in Lewis Carroll’s

Alice’s

Adventures in Wonderland

and decided to make Absolem, the

wise caterpillar, for my next carving project. I designed the 15"

(38.1cm) tall carving to be an incense burner with the smoke

coming out of the caterpillar’s mouth. The finished piece was

made out of various woods including alder, paduak, zebra wood,

cherry, Osage orange, and purpleheart.

Kevin North

Saline, Mich.

Fox on the Run

In 2025, a friend gave me a beautiful piece

of red cedar, and I immediately knew what I

wanted to carve with it—a red fox in a running

pose. I am not sure why this idea came to

mind, but it seems to embody the Fox Chapel

Publishing spirit.

Randy Kritchen

Gettysburg

,

Pa

.
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Subscribe today!

Fall issue of

WCI

will not be on newsstands.

ACT FAST! JUST

$

24.99

brings a year of

your favorite

woodcarving projects.

It’s a

savings of

21

%

over the cost of single

newsstand issues with the

convenience of

home delivery.

This issue is the last one

available on newsstands!

Subscribe now to never miss an issue

of your favorite magazine!



Subscribe online at:

foxchapelpublishing.com

or contact Customer Service at: 1-800-457-9112

Canadian subscribers add $5.00. All other countries, add $10.00 (U.S. funds only).

Woodcarving Illustrated

is published 4 times per year. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue.

Look for these

projects in

an upcoming

issue!

Find the

Fox Hunt

winners on


Page 74!

Chip carve a trivet for your fall

table in the colors of the season.

woodcarvingillustrated.com

7

A scary winged

pumpkin makes

a spooktacular

decoration.

Create a majestic

wolf portrait with

piercing eyes.
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Share Your Latest Work!

Send a professional print or digital image (300 dpi

minimum) with 100 words about you and your piece.

Include your hometown, the name of the pattern

maker (if applicable), and a list of wood and materials

used. Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving Illustrated

,

903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

artists

to watch

Bryan Johnson

Tampa, Fla.

After turning his joinery shop into a

nursery for his newborn son, Bryan

Johnson discovered the world of

woodcarving after seeing a mirror carved

by Grinling Gibbons in a museum while

vacationing in St. Augustine. Soon after,

he became enamored by the craft and

spent every spare dollar on carving tools,

books, and classes. Bryan’s inspirations

often come from nature, such as

leaves, ﬂowers, and vines. “A carved

leaf or petal in nature has so much

story and movement, but just takes a

little courage to make the ﬁrst cut,” he

said. To see more of Bryan’s work, visit

@BEJwoodcarver.

Bryony Toon

Banﬀ, AB

Bryony Toon has always had a

passion for incorporating realism

into her art, from fine pencil

and charcoal drawings

to pyrography pieces.

Whether working

on paper or wood,

Bryony’s inspiration

largely comes from right

outside the windows of her

mountain home. “I’m lucky to

witness moments of surreal beauty

in the Canadian mountains, and I

love sharing the sense of wonder they

bring in my artwork,” she said. To make

her woodburned pieces as realistic looking

as possible, Bryony chooses woods with unique grain patterns to

add to the texture of the finished project. See more of Bryony’s work


@bryonybydesign on Instagram or her website bryonybydesign.com.

Douglas Dorsey

Westerly, R.I.

While stationed in Kuwait in 2015, Douglas Dorsey began hand

carving pumice stones that washed up near his base in his

downtime. Years later, Douglas took his carving game to the next

level by using a chainsaw and began carving full time. Although

he carves mostly commission pieces, Douglas still carves

projects based on his nautical roots. “I grew up in

Rhode Island and have been spearﬁshing for most of

my life, so a lot of my inspiration comes from the

ocean,” he said. As his chainsaw carvings

grew to new heights, Douglas’ carving skills

broadened, and he began incorporating

techniques such as joinery into his

work. See more of Douglas’

work @_woodandink_


on Instagram.
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GOOD TO BE

WOODCARVING

TOGETHER

800 Classes | 50 Subjects

Weeklong & Weekends

folkschool.org/wci

or 100 years, the Folk

School has transformed

lives and brought people

together in a nurturing

environment for experiences

in learning and community

life that spark self-discovery.

F





 

Are you an instructor,

demonstrator,

or carving club?

Ask about our

Aﬀiliate Program.

Weighing in at a massive 14 pounds, Big Blue is no ordinary power carver. Two people

can use this AT THE SAME TIME. e 300-watt power will run circles around whatever

you want to put it up against. Compare this with machines costing $700 and up! It will
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NEW - Kutzall Contour Wheels

Craftbeautiful contour,refine curves, or NEW - Foredom Diamond Burrs  Foredom
hollow concave surfaces with casc. “The Foredom Diamond Burs (3/32"shank)arethe  Ruby Burrs
rea for spoon and bowls! 1\ perfect choicefor detiled carving, engraving, and  Foredom Ruby Burs (3/32"
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ceramic, and metal. and coarser than a diamond
bur, butiner than acarbide:
NEW - Kutzall Detailer Burs NEW  Proxxon Diamond Burs K
Similarto the popular Gold Katzal burs, Prosson Qualiy Diamond
the new Kutzal detailer burs are smaller Bursare 3/32" shank, and will
and greatfor controlled detail work. providea finish similar to
120 grit sandpaper.
V" Shaftsize, soldin a st of 4. SRR
Foredom Micro Motor __ - Dual ports il Mastercarver 'Y Woodcarvers Choice
Kit 1050 B - Digital Display Micro Pro MicroMotor
- upto 50,000 RPM -Upto 46,000 RPM ) vUpk:!Sﬂ)ﬂ RPM.
2 Year Warranty “Includes 3/32" and -1/8"Collet
- Foot Pedal 8" collets S Y ~Foot Pedal
-Brushless Motor ~Burstorage holes ~Burstorage holes

Burrs Pictured Not Include

Manpa Belt Sander Kit
conversion kitto turn your 4-1/2" angle grinder into an
effective belt sander. This ki
is 13/16" (30mm) wide with 2 types including 40 and 100
it Thiskits casy assembly and operation makes ta great
additon toanyones workshop.

Manpa EZ Sander 6
Compatible with
Drillsor foredom
flexshafttools with
1/4"shank

Ultimate Power Sharpener
“This Canadian made machine hasproven tobe
the ultimate tool and knife sharpener. It hasa
1/4 HP electrical motor that i safety approved.
The motor runsin a clockwise motion, whick
allows you much more control when sharpening
or stropping.

1300 RPM
Includes: Trizact A30 Grinding Belt 700 Grit,
Aluminum Oxide Beltin 80, 120 and 320 grits
Heavy Duty Leather Stropping Belt,

Ultimate power Sharpener.

Ultimate Power Honer
~ OurUlimate Power Honeris ke puttinga motor on your lip trop.
~ Keepingyourtools n tip-top shape requires work but with our Power Honer

JOUOH X JQUQdJBqS IIMOd djewn)n

 youcan make that ork quick and casy! 3-step pulley allows §50,1350,and
2150 RPM.

Includes : Ultimate povwer honer base and 1/4 HP Motor,
Maple wheelwith 6 profiles,

0 @Chipping Away Inc

WU cumren

Manpa Multi Cutter Basic Kit
Acontrolied one length extension
fitted o 4-1/2" angle grinder havinga
5/8°-1INC center shafi.
Cutsineredibly fast, smooth i both
ions. Comes with Safety cover, Timing

It 4" Circular Cuter & Adapte Rin
Tolsavilable Pl s

on our webs

Colwood Cub Wood

Burning Beginner Kit
Comes with: Cohwood Cub
‘Woodburner. 3 ofthe most popular

Colood pens, and 3 basswood
practice boards.

Razertip
SK Woodburner

Great Value and 3 year warranty:
‘Comes ith the Standard Cord
#1FLand the FIL Standard
Large Skew Pen.

Colwood Detailer

Razertip - =
‘Wood Burning Kit
5-D10 Woodburner  Concwil:Comord Detierbumer,
Great Valueand 3 year warranty. - 3 of the most popular Colwood pens,
th the Standard Cord #1FLand 3 basswood practice boards.
and the FIL Standard
Large Skew Pen.

BPH Interchangeable Pen
Acceptsalmost any thickness
oftip wire from 1622 ga.as
wellas most Razertip tips.
Bolts adjusted with asmall
ot serewdriver to customize.

Pens & Tips
Wearryawide
slection of pens for
BOTH Razertipand
Cohvood. Tosee options

visitour website!

@chipping_awayinc
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W - Stencil Woodcarving Kits

3D Printed stencil ks now
available!

toseemore!

* Usethe

stencil to

helpdrawon
your attern!

Established

A_ // We have a wide selection of

. Swiss made Pfeil Tools!

aleadingmanufacturer of carving
uality can be guaranteed only when

theaorigin s certin. Swiss Madeis forthem a
matterof principle  since 1902!

m— Chipping Avay isproud to nventorya wide range of
B i 0ol and e donot stock the ool you areatier
wewill be glad to check theavailability tosee ifwe can
Basswood, Bark, and Cypress s specialorderitinforyo.
Weofferprime Canadian Basswood,
“anadian Cottonwood Bark, and
knees from the United States.

Shipping costs may need 10 be custom quoted
when ordering Basswood. Bark,
orcyprus knees.”

Both Piciland

Two Cherri

haveexcellent
Palm tools!

NEW - Flexcut Pro Series

“The Flexcut Pro Line s Flxcus atst reease ofpremium

Knives redesigned from the ground up to deliver peak

performance. These precision heat treated blades boast our most precise

and durable detal carving tips . A larger dearance between the choil

and heel ofthe cuttng edge, youwil have a more consit
stropping experience keeping

forlon,

Flexcut
FroSor

5 Faseot PRO Rovghing e picarsd o

NEW -Deep Holler Knives
Newly Relaunched, and under new ownerships
“The Decp Holer Carving Knives are a quality made
ool with premium steel which s recognized as one of
the finest blade materialsin the industry.

Beginner Carving Kit

An excellent opion foranyone who's
interestedintrying out wood

carving or the firt tme!

Contact Chipping Away
Toll free at: 1-888-682-9801

Locally at: 1-519-743-9008

Visit Chipping Away

60 Baffin Pl, Unit #3
‘Waterloo, ON N2V 177,
Canada

‘We carry Big Boy.
Brand Knives!
Detailers, Spoons,
and Upsweeps.
Canadian Made!

Besuretopick
upaContender
Safety glove!
Available

‘Small toX-La

Since 1858 - over 157 years amily owned
“The company Wilh. Schmitt & Company
of Germany has produced high quality

woodworking toolsunder the brand name
“TwoCl
manufactured mainly by

wris Even loday their wide range i

One
f o,
U
i Bestsellingkn
iveg, .

OCCT Knives

“These Knivesare made from quality tool
steel, hardened and will hold an edge for
hours.Carvers can count on the same time
tested quality and a product that they can

count on to make their carvingjourney an
enjoyable one.

Call Us Toll Free: 1-888-682-9801
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BASES « CAROUSEL TOOL TOTES

Handmade quality bases
and plaques to embellish
and display your artwork

703-338

-2532

windycapestudios.square.site
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