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FAR FIELD


Born in Johnstone in 1963, Jim Carruth grew up on his family’s farm in Renfrewshire. His first collection Bovine Pastoral (2004) was the first of a sequence of five chapbooks that captured the experiences of those working in the rural landscape. His work has attracted both praise and awards, including the McLellan Poetry Competition, the McCash Poetry Prize and the Callum Macdonald Memorial Award. In 2009, he was awarded a Robert Louis Stevenson Fellowship. He has collaborated with sculptor Andy Scott on several projects over the years, most notably The Kelpies, and in 2014, he was appointed as the Poet Laureate for Glasgow. In 2015, his verse novella Killochries was shortlisted for the Saltire Society Scottish Poetry Book of the Year, the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry Prize and the Fenton Aldeburgh Prize. Far Field is the final part of The Auchensale Trilogy following on from Black Cart (2017) and Bale Fire (2019).




 


 


 


 


‘Far Field is the stunning culmination of a hugely ambitious trilogy celebrating Carruth’s love for a rural landscape and its people. In essence, think of A Scots Quair as enduring song. I cannot think of any other collection which so intimately and sensitively documents a beloved corner of a beloved country and the folk who farmed there, through all their seasons and weathers.’


JOHN GLENDAY


‘In deeply moving poems, as fierce as they are tender, Carruth honours a way of life that is threatened or already lost. His vivid language immerses us in the daily work of caring for animals, fields, family and neighbours. Every line is as honed as the landscape, evoking the harrowing, relentless aspects of farming as well as the meaning and beauty to be found in everyday routines. Endurance is threaded through the collection as is love and the potential for regeneration.’


JANE CLARKE


‘Far Field completes Jim Carruth’s marvellous trilogy that began with Black Cart and Bale Fire. I am in awe of his verbal power and the author’s fidelity to love, loss, and community. This is a book of land and landscapes, and the gift of being alive to them.’


DAVID MORLEY
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AUTHOR’S NOTE


The footers in the first section trace a journey across the body of a cow. The footers in the second section are the main buildings in the family farm providing the physical definition of home. The footers in the final section are the many different spellings of the family name. As many of the descendants in the past were illiterate farm workers this has led to the variety seen today.


A number of poems in the first part of the book have been inspired by the work of the Glasgow Boys in the late nineteenth century. Early in their careers, some of the artists focussed on working ‘en plein air’ within rural communities trying to capture a more naturalistic response to those who worked there. The following works have been used as starting points to poems in the collection:






	Landscape with Cattle


	Joseph Crawhall







	A Hind’s Daughter


	James Guthrie







	Boy with a Straw


	James Guthrie







	Schoolmates


	James Guthrie







	The Milkmaid


	George Henry







	Sheep Shearing


	James Guthrie







	The Hedgecutter


	George Henry







	Gypsy Fires are Burning for
Daylight’s Past and Gone
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