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Give Me a “P” for Play!


Dogs didn’t invent fun, but they definitely put the “P” in play! The beauty of playing with your canine pal is that you can do it anytime, anywhere. Your dog doesn’t require an appointment or that your people contact her people so the two of you can have some good, old-fashioned fun.


By channeling your dog’s innate desire to play, you can take the boredom out of basic obedience. Even the best canine pupil can’t avoid stifling a yawn after being asked to sit for the umpteenth time in a row. However, if that sit command is part of a more playful game like Doggy Push-ups or Sit, Drop, and Roll, your dog will be begging to comply because you’ve just made the sit command fun.
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While we’re at it, let’s assess those walks you take with your dog. Do you catch yourself dreading these daily outings? Maybe it’s because you’re both in a rut, always taking the same route at the same pace at the same time of day. Even though your dog craves routine, she also detests repetition. Dogs live by the motto: So Many Smells, So Little Time. This attitude may conflict with your “hurry-upand-potty” mindset. Therefore, your quickie, abbreviated walk shortchanges your dog’s desire to cover a lot of ground and leave his “business card” on as many trees and fire hydrants as he can.


This book contains creative but easy-to-learn tricks and games designed to spice up the time you and your dog share together. Consider them boredom busters. Show pleasers. Most of these tricks can be performed indoors or outdoors, rain or shine. For the most part, you won’t need any special equipment, either. And here’s the best news: you’ll discover that your dog will be ready and raring to go at the drop of a leash.




Why Tricks and Games?


Trick training offers many perks for both you and your dog. First of all, you will discover that you’ll create a stronger bond with your dog. In his mind, you will be elevated from simply the person who fills his food bowl and gives him safe shelter to the ultimate one worthy of top dog status. If he could spell, you’d earn his R-E-S-P-E-C-T in capital letters. As you continue to introduce more stimulating playtimes, your dog will look to you in anticipation of what new trick you’re ready to teach him.


[image: image]


As an added bonus to introducing games and tricks, your dog should commit fewer misdeeds. When you’ve given him a fun energy outlet, you’ll have his brain neurons firing, and he’ll no longer be bored. Your dog may think, Why chew on that leather shoe in the closet when I can perform the latest mastered trick before an audience of joggers at the local park? Success in trick training enables you to say good-bye to Canine the Obnoxious and hello to Canine the Mannered.
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