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Welcome to the Gulf of Mexico! This horseshoe-shaped

body of water is found at the bottom of North America.

It arches from Mexico to Florida in the United States. At

the opening to the Gulf is the dolphin-shaped island of

Cuba. All kinds of plants and animals make their home

in the Gulf of Mexico. Let’s dive in and take a look!

Cuba has sugar-white

beaches and tall coconut

palms and aqua waters

brimming with sealife.
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Thirty-three major rivers drain into the Gulf of Mexico,

including the Mississippi River. Where a river enters the

Gulf, fresh river water mixes with salt water. River mud

settles to create swampy areas called deltas (DEL-tuhs).

The American alligator is right at home in the warm

delta. These animals lounge in the sun or lurk in the

water, waiting to catch a meal. They are the largest

alligators in the world, sometimes growing to over 14

feet (4.3 meters) long and weighing up to 1,000 pounds

(453.6 kilograms).
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Baby American alligators, known as

“hatchlings,” hatch from eggs and are

born with yellow stripes. The mothers

then move their babies to the water in

their mouths. Alligator mothers care of

their babies for one to two years.
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