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In "Vanished Halls and Cathedrals of France," George Wharton Edwards presents a poignant exploration of the architectural splendor and historical significance of France's grand edifices that have succumbed to time. Through vivid prose and meticulous detail, Edwards captures not only the physical intricacies of these architectural marvels, but also their cultural and spiritual essence in an era shifting away from traditional values. His use of impressionistic language resonates with the Romantic literary context of the late 19th to early 20th century, offering readers a sense of nostalgia for a bygone era while also contextualizing the impact of modernization on heritage. Edwards, an esteemed American artist, author, and advocate for conservation, imbues his work with a passionate commitment towards preserving the stories of these enduring sites. His extensive travels across France, combined with his deep reverence for art and genuine interest in history, reflect the influences that motivated him to undertake this ambitious project. Edwards's background in painting and participation in the Arts and Crafts Movement inform his rich descriptive style, bridging aesthetic appreciation and historical narrative. Essential for both architecture enthusiasts and history buffs, "Vanished Halls and Cathedrals of France" is a compelling journey through the remnants of France's past. This book serves not only as a visual record but also as a testament to the importance of preserving our cultural legacy. Readers seeking to deepen their understanding of the intersection between architecture and history will find this work an indispensable resource.
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George Wharton Edwards' "The Book of Old English Ballads" is a meticulously curated anthology that celebrates the rich tapestry of English folk tradition through a collection of timeless ballads. Edwards employs a blend of lyrical elegance and scholarly precision, providing contemporary readers with both an appreciation for the original lyrical forms and a deeper understanding of their historical and cultural significance. The selection reflects a variety of themes'Äîfrom the heroic to the pastoral'Äîhighlighting the narrative strength and emotional resonance of this beloved literary genre, all while remaining accessible through Edwards' deft editing and notes that contextualize each ballad within the broader landscapes of English literature. Edwards himself was a passionate advocate for the preservation of folk music and traditions, a stance that was likely influenced by his own background and experiences within the cultural melting pot of America at the turn of the 20th century. His work encompassed not only literature but also the visual arts, which enriched his narrative style in "The Book of Old English Ballads." His aim was to celebrate the lyrical beauty and narrative depth of the oral tradition, reconnecting modern audiences with their cultural heritage. For readers seeking a poignant introduction to English ballads, this anthology is an essential resource. It is not just a collection of poems; it is an exploration of the human experience through the ages, an invitation to step back in time and appreciate the enchanting stories that have shaped English cultural identity. Scholars, students, and lovers of poetry alike will find in this book both solace and inspiration.
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In "Whitehall: Historical and Architectural Notes," W. J. Loftie presents a meticulous exploration of one of London's most significant sites, delving into its rich history and architectural evolution. Written in a distinctly Victorian style, Loftie's prose combines scholarly rigor with a narrative flair that brings to life the stories interwoven with the fabric of Whitehall. The book unearths layers of historical significance, referencing Tudor timelines, the development of governmental architecture, and the social dynamics that have shaped this area, all while employing a keen eye for detail and a passion for heritage. W. J. Loftie was not only an accomplished historian and author but also a curator and architectural scholar, which greatly influenced his perceptive approach to Whitehall's history. His background in the study of architecture, coupled with a profound interest in London's urban landscape, allowed him to analyze the aesthetic and functional aspects of buildings, placing them within the broader context of British history. Loftie's lifetime of scholarly endeavors positioned him uniquely to contribute this vital work to the field. For readers interested in the convergence of history and architecture, Loftie's "Whitehall" serves as an invaluable resource. It appeals not only to history enthusiasts and architectural scholars but also to anyone seeking to understand the complex layers of modern governance and culture that have evolved within this iconic locale. Immerse yourself in Loftie's insights to appreciate the grandeur embedded within the walls of this emblematic site.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The unhappy Flemish people, who are at present much in the lime-light, because of the invasion and destruction of their once smiling and happy little country, were of a character but little known or understood by the great outside world. The very names of their cities and towns sounded strangely in foreign ears.

Towns named Ypres, Courtrai, Alost, Furnes, Tournai, were in the beginning of the invasion unpronounceable by most people, but little by little they have become familiar through newspaper reports of the barbarities said to have been practised upon the people by the invaders. Books giving the characteristics of these heroic people are eagerly sought. Unhappily these are few, and it would seem that these very inadequate and random notes of mine upon some phases of the lives of these people, particularly those related to architecture, and the music of their renowned chimes of bells, might be useful.

That the Fleming was not of an artistic nature I found during my residence in these towns of Flanders. The great towers and wondrous architectural marvels throughout this smiling green flat landscape appealed to him not at all. He was not interested in either art, music, or literature. He was of an intense practical nature. I am of course speaking of the ordinary or "Bourgeois" class now. Then, too, the class of great landed proprietors was numerically very small indeed, the land generally being parcelled or hired out in small squares or holdings by the peasants themselves. Occasionally the commune owned the land, and sublet portions to the farmers at prices controlled to some extent by the demand. Rarely was a "taking" (so-called) more than five acres or so in extent. Many of the old "Noblesse" are without landed estates, and this, I am informed, was because their lands were forfeited when the French Republic annexed Belgium, and were never restored to them. Thus the whole region of the Flemish littoral was given over to small holdings which were worked on shares by the peasants under general conditions which would be considered intolerable by the Anglo-Saxon. A common and rather depressing sight on the Belgian roads at dawn of day, were the long lines of trudging peasants, men, women and boys hurrying to the fields for the long weary hours of toil lasting often into the dark of night. But we were told they were working for their own profit, were their own masters, and did not grumble. This grinding toil in the fields, as practised here where nothing was wasted, could not of course be a happy or healthful work, nor calculated to elevate the peasant in intelligence, so as a matter of fact the great body of the country people, who were the laborers, were steeped in an extraordinary state of ignorance.

If their education was neglected, they are still sound Catholics, and it may be that it was not thought to be in the interest of the authorities that they should be instructed in more worldly affairs. I am not prepared to argue this question. I only know that while stolid, and unemotional ordinarily, they are intensely patriotic. They became highly excited during the struggle some years ago to have their Flemish tongue preserved and taught in the schools, and I remember the crowds of people thronging the streets of Antwerp, Ghent and Bruges, with bands of music playing, and huge banners flying, bearing in large letters legends such as "Flanders for the Flemings." "Hail to the Flemish Lion" and "Flanders to the Death." All this was when the struggle between the two parties was going on.

The Flemings won, be it recorded.

Let alone, the Fleming would have worked out his own salvation in his own way. The country was prosperous. The King and Queen were popular, indeed beloved; all seemed to be going well with the people. Although Belgium was not a military power such as its great neighbors to the north, the east, and the south, its army played an important part in the lives of the people, and the strategical position which the country held filled in the map the ever present question of "balance"; the never absent possibility of the occasion arising when the army would be called upon to defend the neutrality of the little country. But they never dreamed that it would come so soon.... One might close with the words of the great Flemish song of the poet Ledeganck:

"Thou art no more,

The towns of yore:

The proud-necked, world-famed towns,

The doughty lion's lair;"

(Written in 1846.)


[The Author]

Greenwich, Conn.

April, 1916.
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The immense, flat-topped, gray Gothic spire which dominated the picturesque line of low, red-tiled roofs showing here and there above the clustering, dark-green masses of trees in level meadows, was that of St. Rombauld, designated by Vauban as "the Eighth Wonder of the World," constructed by Keldermans, of the celebrated family of architects. He it was who designed the Bishop's Palace, and the great town halls of Louvain, Oudenaarde, and Brussels, although some authorities allege that Gauthier Coolman designed the Cathedral. But without denying the power and artistry of this latter master, we may still believe in the well-established claim of Keldermans, who showed in this great tower the height of art culminating in exalted workmanship. Keldermans was selected by Marguerite and Philip of Savoie to build the "Greatest Church in Europe," and the plans, drawn with the pen on large sheets of parchment pasted together, which were preserved in the Brussels Museum up to the outbreak of the war, show what a wonder it was to have been. These plans show the spire complete, but the project was never realized.

Charles the Fifth, filled with admiration for this masterpiece, showered Keldermans with honors; made him director of construction of the towns of Antwerp, Brussels, and Malines, putting thus the seal of artistic perfection upon his dynasty.
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Historical documents in the Brussels Library contained the following:

"The precise origin of the commencements of the Cathedral of Malines is unknown, as the ancient records were destroyed, together with the archives, during the troubles in the sixteenth century. The 'Nefs' and the transepts are the most ancient, their construction dating from the thirteenth century. It is conjectured that the first three erections of altars in the choir and the consecration of the monument took place in March, 1312. The great conflagration of May, 1342, which destroyed nearly all of the town, spared the church itself, but consumed the entire roof of heavy beams of Norway pine. The ruins remained thus for a long period because of lack of funds for restoration, and in the meantime services were celebrated in the church of St. Catherine. It was not until 1366 that the cathedral was sufficiently repaired to be used by the canons. Once begun, however, the repairs continued, although slowly. But the tower remained uncompleted as it was at the outbreak of the Great War, standing above the square at the great height of 97.70 metres." On each face of the tower was a large open-work clock face, or "cadran," of gilded copper. Each face was forty-seven feet in diameter. These clock faces were the work of Jacques Willmore, an Englishman by birth, but a habitant of Malines, and cost the town the sum of ten thousand francs ($2000). The citizens so appreciated his work that the council awarded him a pension of two hundred florins, "which he enjoyed for fourteen years."

St. Rombauld was famous for its chime of forty-five bells of remarkable silvery quality: masterpieces of Flemish bell founding. Malines was for many hundreds of years the headquarters of bell founding. Of the master bell founders, the most celebrated, according to the archives, was Jean Zeelstman, who practised his art for thirty years. He made, in 1446, for the ancient church of Saint Michel at Louvain (destroyed by the Vandals in 1914) a large bell, bearing the inscription: "Michael prepositus paradisi quem nonoripicant angelorum civis fusa per Johann Zeelstman anno dmi, m. ccc. xlvi."
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