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  Series Preface 


  The   purpose of the Crossway Classic Commentaries is to make some of the   most valuable commentaries on the books of the Bible, by some of the   greatest Bible teachers and theologians in the last 500 years, available   to a new generation. These books will help today’s readers learn truth,   wisdom, and devotion from such authors as J. C. Ryle,   Martin Luther, John Calvin, J. B. Lightfoot, John Owen, Charles   Spurgeon, Charles Hodge, and Matthew Henry. 


  We   do not apologize for the age of some of the items chosen. In the realm   of practical exposition promoting godliness, the old is often better   than the new. Spiritual vision and authority, based on an accurate   handling of the biblical text, are the qualities that have been   primarily sought in deciding what to include. 


  So   far as is possible, everything is tailored to the needs and enrichment   of thoughtful readers—lay Christians, students, and those in the   ministry. The originals, some of which were written at a high technical   level, have been abridged as needed, simpliﬁed stylistically, and   unburdened of foreign words. However, the intention of this series is   never to change any thoughts of the original authors, but to faithfully   convey them in an understandable fashion. 


  The   publishers are grateful to Dr. Alister McGrath of Wycliffe Hall,   Oxford, Dr. J. I. Packer of Regent College, Vancouver, and Watermark of   Norfolk, England, for the work of selecting and editing that now brings   this project to fruition. 


  THE PUBLISHERS 


  Crossway Books   


  Wheaton, Illinois  









  Introduction 


  The Exposition of the Old and New Testaments by Matthew Henry (1662- 1714) was the first work of its kind, and still stands as the greatest. Notes (“annotations”) on the hard places in the Bible had been published before, notably by the Puritan Matthew Poole, but Henry goes through every verse of the Bible, explaining, analyzing, and applying in a way that is at once simple, spiritual, sober, sensible, stimulating, and searching. Thoroughly scholarly in its unobtrusive way, and embodying the best wisdom of a century and a half of Bible commentary work by Calvin and his fellow Reformers and by Puritans in England and Scotland, Henry’s exposition was hailed as having classic status from the moment it began to appear. 


  George Whitefield, God’s lightning rod of revival on both sides of the Atlantic in the mid-eighteenth century, used to travel with his Bible, his Anglican Prayer Book, and the six volumes of Matthew Henry as his resources for ministry. He read Henry from cover to cover four times, mostly on his knees, and many of his sermons were little more than echoes of Henry (and none the worse, said his discerning hearers, for that). 


  Forty years ago I produced a commentary list for ministerial students in which I exhorted them to sell their shirts to buy Matthew Henry. Some, I find, still recall my advice, and I am glad, for I thought it was good advice then, and I think it is good advice now. It would be almost scandalous if in this Classic Commentaries series Matthew Henry did not make an appearance (3 John in the volume on 1, 2, and 3 John and now Revelation).


  Henry’s biblical exposition was actually a write-up of material that he deployed from his pulpit each Sunday morning and afternoon for an hour at a time (which explains why his services lasted three hours, for he preached a sermon as well). Reading and commenting on a chapter of the Bible was for Henry a part of public worship in its own right. Henry himself died after preparing for the press his fifth volume, which goes to the end of Acts; but preacher friends, drawing on his notes, finished the work,and it was William Tong, who preached at Henry’s funeral and wrote of his life, who completed his account of the book of Revelation. 


  Christian study of Revelation often assumes that since the book calls itself a “prophecy” (Rev. 1:3; 22:19), its main purpose must be to predict, through its code of symbols; chapters 4—22 must therefore be the ones that really matter, and Christ’s letters to the seven churches are just a preface and a warmup. Interpreters debate whether the symbolic dramas of 4—22 all belong to John’s lifetime (the preterist view), or are still to come (the futurist view), or cover all Christian history from Christ’s first coming to his return (the historicist view), or picture generically the recurring dynamics of the ongoing war between Christ’s kingdom and Satan’s (the parallelist view, so called because parallel visions of the war between Christ’s two comings are evidently there, and also because John just as evidently sets the glories of Christ’s kingdom in parallel to their demonic counterparts in the persecuting Roman Empire).


  If, of course, we see Christ’s letters as the real heart and burden of the book, and the rest as a long visionary appendix in which Christ confirms his promise to overcomers by celebrating his own past and future overcomings of Satan, some form of the fourth view will seem self-evident. But be that as it may, Henry’s concern is not to help us choose between these alternatives. Sidestepping all speculation about the precise references of the symbols in what Michael Wilcock calls this “gorgeous picture-book,” he concentrates on direct pastoral and devotional application of the text as it comes. This makes his exposition a refreshment to me, and I hope it will refresh you too.


  J. I. PACKER 












    Introduction to the   


    Revelation of   


    St. John the Divine 


    It   ought to be no prejudice to the credit and authority of this book that   it has been rejected by men of corrupt minds, such as Cerdon and   Marcion, and doubted by men of better character; for that has been the   lot of other parts of holy writ, and of the divine Author of Scripture   himself. The image and superscription of this book are truly sacred and   divine, and the matter of it agreeable with other prophetic books,   particularly Ezekiel and Daniel. The church of God has generally   received it and found good counsel and a great comfort in it. 


    From   the beginning the church of God has been blessed with prophecy. That   glorious prediction of breaking the serpent’s head was the stay and   support of the age of the patriarchs; and the many prophecies concerning   the Messiah to come were the Gospel of the Old Testament. Christ   himself prophesied about the destruction of Jerusalem. At about the time   this was fulﬁlled, Christ instructed the apostle John to write this   book of Revelation and to deliver it to the church as a prediction of   the most important events that would happen to it, to the end of time,   for the support of the faith of his people and the direction of their   hope. It is called the Revelation because in it God discloses those   things that could never have been discovered by the reasonings of the   human mind—those deep things of God that no one knows except for the   Spirit of God and those to whom he reveals them. 






  










Revelation   


Chapter 1 




  Introduction 


  This chapter is a general preface to the whole book and contains: 


  

    1.An inscription, declaring its origin and purpose (verses 1-2). 


    2.The apostolic blessing pronounced on all who take due notice of the contents of this book (verses 3-8). 


3.A glorious vision or appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ to the apostle John when he gave him this revelation (verses 9-20). 


  





  Verses 1-2 


  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants   what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his   servant John, who testiﬁes to everything he saw—that is, the word of   God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 


  Here we have: 


  1. What we may call the pedigree of this book. 


  

    

    a. It is the revelation of Jesus Christ. This is true of the whole Bible, for all revelation comes through Christ, and all revelation centers   on him; especially “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son”   (Hebrews 1:2) and about his Son. Christ, as the King of his church, has   been pleased so far to let his church know by what rules and methods he   will proceed in his government; and as the Prophet of the church, he has   made known to us the things that will take place later on. 


    

    b. It is a revelation . . . which God gave him. Though   Christ is himself God and as such has light and life in himself, yet,   as he sustains the office of “mediator between God and men” (1 Timothy   2:5), he receives his instructions from the Father. The human nature of   Christ, though endowed with the greatest wisdom, judgment, and   discernment, could not through   the process of reason discover these great events, which, not being   produced by natural causes, could be the object only of divine   prescience and must come to a created mind only by revelation. Our Lord Jesus is the great Trustee of divine revelation; it is to him that we owe the knowledge we have of what we are to expect from God and what he expects from us. 


    

    c. This revelation Christ made . . . known by sending his angel. Notice   here the wonderful order of divine revelation. God gave it to Christ,   and Christ used an angel to communicate it to the churches. The angels   are God’s messengers; they are ministering spirits to the heirs of   salvation; they are Christ’s servants; principalities and powers are   subject to them; all the angels of God are obliged to worship him. 


    

    d. The angels were sent to his servant John. As   the angels are messengers of Christ, the ministers are the messengers   of the churches. What they receive from heaven, they are to communicate   to the churches. John was the apostle chosen for this service. Some   think he was the only apostle surviving at that time, the rest having   sealed their testimony with their blood. This was to be the last book of   divine revelation and was therefore given to the church by the last of   the apostles. John was the beloved disciple. He was, under the new   testament, like the prophet Daniel under the old— “highly esteemed”   (Daniel 9:23); he was Christ’s servant; he was an apostle, an   evangelist, and a prophet; he served Christ in all three extraordinary   offices of the church. James was an apostle, but not a prophet or   evangelist. Matthew was an apostle and evangelist, but not a prophet.   Luke was an evangelist, but neither a prophet nor apostle. John was all   three. So Christ calls him in an eminent sense his servant John. 


  

  John   had to deliver this message to the church, to all Christ’s servants,   for the revelation was not just meant for Christ’s special servants, his   ministers, but for all his servants, the members of the church.   They all have a right to the messages of God, and all have a concerned   interest in them. 


  2. Here we have the subject matter of this revelation, namely, the things that must soon take place. The   evangelists give an account of the things that have happened; prophecy   gives us an account of things to come. These future events are shown,   not in the clearest light in which God could have set them, but in such a   light as he saw most ﬁt and that would best serve his wise and holy   purposes. Had they been as clearly foretold in all their circumstances   as God could have revealed them, the prediction might have prevented   their being accomplished. But they were foretold more darkly, to instill   in us a deep respect for the Scriptures, and to engage our attention   and excite our inquiry. We have in this revelation a general idea about   the methods of divine providence and government in and about the church,   and many good lessons can be learned here. These events, it is said,   were such as must deﬁnitely take place, and must soon take place. That   is, they would begin to take place very soon, and they would all take   place in a short time, for now the last ages of the world had arrived. 


  3. Here is an attestation of the prophecy (verse 2). It was shown to John, who testiﬁes to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ and of everything he saw. It   can be observed that the historical books of the Old Testament do not   always have the name of their writers attached to them (e.g., the books   of Judges, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles). But the prophetic   books always have the name of the prophets attached to them (e.g., the   books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.). It is the same in the New Testament.   John does not have his name written in his ﬁrst letter, but he does in   this prophecy, so that he is prepared to vouch for it and stand up for   its truth. He does not just give his name, but he adds his office. He   witnessed to the Word of God in general and bore witness to Jesus in   particular, and to everything that he saw. He was an eyewitness and did   not conceal anything he saw. Nothing recorded in this vision was his own   invention or from his own imagination. It was all the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. He neither added anything to it, nor kept back any part of God’s counsels. 


  Verses 3-8 


  Blessed   is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those   who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is   near. 


  John, 


  To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 


  Grace   and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and   from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is   the faithful witness, the ﬁrstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the   kings of the earth. 


  To   him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has   made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father— to him   be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 


  Look, he is coming with the clouds, 


  and every eye will see him, 


  even those who pierced him; 


  and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. 


  So shall it be! Amen. 


  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 


  We   have here an apostolic blessing on those who give due respect to this   divine revelation. This blessing is given both in a general way and in a   speciﬁc way. 


  1.   The general way this blessing is given refers to all who either read or   hear the words of the prophecy. This blessing seems to be pronounced   with the purpose of encouraging us to study this book, and not to become   tired of looking into it just because it contains many things that are   obscure. It will repay the effort of the careful and attentive reader.   Notice: 


  

    

    a. It is a blessed privilege to enjoy the words of God. This was one of the principal advantages the Jews had over the Gentiles. 


    

    b. It is a blessed thing to study the Scriptures. Those who search the Scriptures are spending their time well. 


    

    c. It is a privilege not only to read the Scriptures ourselves, but to   hear them read by others who are qualiﬁed to give us their meaning and   to help us understand them. 


    

    d. We are not blessed if we just read and hear the Scriptures; we must take to heart (verse   3) what is written in them. We must keep them in our memories, in our   minds, in our affections, and in our practice; then we will be blessed   indeed. 


    

    e. The nearer we come to doing what the Scriptures say, the more we will study them. The time is near (verse 3), and we should be even more attentive to the Scriptures as we see the day of our Lord approaching. 


  

  2. The apostolic blessing is pronounced especially and particularly to the seven churches in the province of Asia (verse   4). These seven churches are named in verse 11: “Ephesus, Smyrna,   Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” Speciﬁc messages   are sent to each of them, as is recorded in chapters 2—3. The apostle’s   blessing is more specifically directed to these churches as they were   nearest to him, since he was now on the island of Patmos. He may have   been looking after them, with some of the other apostles if any of them   were still alive. We observe here: 


  

    

    a. What the blessing is that he pronounces on all the faithful in these churches—grace and peace (verse 4), holiness and comfort. Grace is God’s goodwill toward us and his good work in us. Peace is   the sweet evidence and assurance of this grace. There can be no true   peace when there is no true grace; and where grace is, peace will   follow. 


    

b. Note where this blessing comes from. In whose name does the apostle   bless the churches? In the name of God and of the whole Trinity. For   this is an act of adoration, and God only is the proper object of it.   His ministers must bless the people in God’s name, and only in his name. 


  

  

    

    (1) The Father is named ﬁrst. God the Father may be taken either   essentially, for God as God, or personally, for the ﬁrst Person in the   ever blessed Trinity, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is   described as the Jehovah who is, and who was, and who is to come (verse   4). He is eternal, unchanging, the same to the Old Testament church   that was and to the New Testament church that is, and he will be the   same to the church triumphant that is to come. 


    

    (2) The Holy Spirit is called the seven spirits (verse 4). This does not mean seven in number or in nature, but indicates the inﬁnite, perfect Spirit of God, in whom there is a diversity of gifts and workings. He is before his throne, for as God made, so he governs all things by his Spirit. 


  

  (3)   The Lord Jesus Christ. John mentions him after the Spirit because he   intended to expand upon the person of Christ as God revealed in the   ﬂesh, whom he had seen living on earth before, and now saw again in a   glorious form. 


  5. Notice the special account we have here of Christ. And   from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the ﬁrstborn from the   dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and   has freed us from our sins by his blood . . . 




First, he is the faithful witness. He   was from eternity a witness to all the counsels of God. “No one has   ever seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has   made him known” (John 1:18). He was in time a faithful witness to the   revealed will of God, who “in these last days . . . has spoken to us by   his Son” (Hebrews 1:2). We may safely rely on his testimony, for he is the faithful witness. He cannot be deceived and cannot deceive us. 


Second, he is the ﬁrstborn from the dead,   or the ﬁrst Parent and Head of the resurrection, the only one who   raised himself by his own power and who will by the same power raise up   his people from their graves to everlasting honor. He has given birth to   them a second time unto a living hope through his resurrection from the   dead. 


Third, he is the ruler of the kings of the earth. Earthly   kings derive their authority from Christ, and through him their power   is limited and their anger restrained. Through Christ their counsels are   overruled, and they are accountable to him. This is the good news   brought to the church, and it is clear evidence of the Godhead of   Christ, who is “Lord of lords and King of kings” (Revelation 17:14). 


Fourth,   he is the great friend of his church and people. He has done great   things for them, out of pure affection. He has loved them, and, pursuing   this everlasting love, he has freed us from our sins by his blood.   Sin leaves a stain upon the soul, a stain of guilt and pollution. Only   Christ’s blood can remove this stain. Christ was willing to shed his own   blood to purchase pardon and purity for us. 


Christ has also made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father (verse   6). Having justiﬁed and sanctiﬁed us, he makes us kings to serve his   Father—that is, in his Father’s account, with his approbation, and for   his glory. As kings, his people overcome the world, mortify sin, govern   their own spirits, conquer Satan, have power and prevalence with God in   prayer, and will judge the world. He has made them priests and   has given them access to God, enabling them to enter into the holiest   place and offer spiritual and acceptable sacriﬁces. He has anointed them   for this work, and because of these high honors and favors, they are   bound to give him dominion and glory forever. 


Fifth, Christ will judge the world. Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him (verse   7). This book, Revelation, begins and ends with the prediction of the   second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. We should set ourselves to   meditate frequently on the second coming of Christ and keep it in the   eye of our faith and expectation. John speaks as if he saw that day: Look, he is coming, as deﬁnitely as if he saw Christ with his own eyes. He is coming with the clouds, like a chariot. Christ’s appearance will be public: every eye will see him. The eye of his people, the eye of his enemies, every eye, yours and mine, will see Christ. 


Even those who pierced him. His   coming will bring terror to those who pierced him and have not   repented, and to all who have wounded and cruciﬁed him afresh by their   apostasy of him. “It is impossible for those who have once been   enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the   Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the   powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to   repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all   over again and subjecting him to public disgrace” (Hebrews 6:46). All the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. Christ   will come, to the astonishment of the pagan world, for Christ comes to   take vengeance on those who do not know God as well as on those who do   not obey the Gospel of Christ. 


Sixth, this account of Christ is ratiﬁed and conﬁrmed by himself. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” Here our Lord Jesus justly claims the same honor and power that is ascribed to the Father in verse 4. “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” Christ is the beginning and the end. All things are from him and for him. He is the Almighty;   he is the eternal and unchanged One. Surely, whoever presumes to blot   out one character of this name of Christ deserves his name blotted out   of the book of life. Those who honor Christ, Christ will honor; but   those who despise him will be lightly esteemed. 


Verses 9-20 


I,   John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and   patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos   because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day   I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,   which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven   churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia   and Laodicea.” 


I   turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I   turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was   someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet   and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white   like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing ﬁre. His   feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the   sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out   of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun   shining in all its brilliance. 


When   I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right   hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I   am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!   And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 


“Write,   therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place   later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and   of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels   of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” 


We   now come to that glorious vision that the apostle had of the Lord Jesus   Christ when Christ came to deliver this revelation to him. We observe: 


1. The account given of the person who was favored with this vision. He describes himself: 


a. By his present state and condition. I, John, your brother and companion   in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in   Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the   testimony of Jesus (verse 9). He was your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus. He   was at this time, as the rest of the true Christians were, a persecuted   man, banished, and perhaps imprisoned for his adherence to Christ. He   was their brother, though an apostle. He seems to value his   relationship to the church more than his authority in it. Judas was one   of the Twelve, but not a brother in the family of God. God’s children   should seek fellowship and companionship with each other, and John was   their companion in . . . suffering. God’s persecuted servants do not suffer alone. Similar trials befall other people. 


John was their companion in patient endurance,   being not only a sharer with them in suffering circumstances, but in   suffering graces. If we have the patience of the saints, we should not   complain when we meet with their trials. John was their brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus. John   was a sufferer for Christ’s cause, for asserting Christ’s kingly power   over the church in the world, and for adhering to it against all who   would usurp it. In this account John gives details about his present   state, acknowledges that he sympathizes with other believers, endeavors   to give them counsel and comfort, and encourages their more careful   attention to what he had to say to them from Christ, their common Lord. 


b. By the place where he was when he was favored with this vision. He was on the island of Patmos (verse   9). John does not say who banished him there. It becomes Christians to   speak sparingly and modestly about their own sufferings. Patmos is an   island in the Aegean Sea, one of the Cyclades, and was about thirty-ﬁve   miles in width. But under this conﬁnement it was the apostle’s comfort that he did not suffer as an evildoer but because of the testimony of Jesus,   for bearing witness to Christ as Immanuel, the Saviour. “‘The virgin   will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him   Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:23). This was a cause   worth suffering for, and the Spirit of glory and of God rested on this   persecuted apostle. 




  

c. The day and time in which he had this vision. It was on the Lord’s Day (verse   10). This was the day that Christ had separated and set apart for   himself, just as the Eucharist is called the Lord’s Supper. Surely this   can be no other than the Christian sabbath—the ﬁrst day of the week, to   be observed in remembrance of the resurrection of Christ. Let us who   call him our Lord honor him on his own day, the day the Lord made, in   which we should rejoice. 


  

  d. The frame that his soul was in at this time. I was in the Spirit (verse 10). He was not only in rapture when he received the vision, but before he   received it. He was in a serious, heavenly, spiritual frame of mind and   soul, under the blessed, gracious inﬂuences of the Spirit of God. God   usually prepares the souls of his people for uncommon manifestations of   himself by the quickening, sanctifying inﬂuences of his good Spirit.   Those who want to enjoy fellowship with God on the Lord’s Day must   endeavor to remove their thoughts and affections from the ﬂesh and   ﬂeshly things and be wholly taken up with things of a spiritual nature. 






   2.The apostle gives an account of what he heard when he was in the Spirit (verse 10). I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches” (verse 10). An alarm was given as with the sound of a trumpet; he heard a loud voice,   the voice of Christ applying to himself the character mentioned before,   “the Alpha and the Omega” (verse 8) and commanding the apostle to write   down the things that were now revealed to him, and to send it   immediately to the seven churches of Asia: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea (verse   11). Thus our Lord Jesus Christ, the Captain of our salvation, gave the   apostle notice of his glorious appearance, as with the sound of a trumpet. 


   3.We now have an account of what he saw. I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands (verse 12). He turned around to see the voice, whose it was and where it came from, and then a wonderful vision opened itself to him. 




a. He saw a representation of the church under the emblem of seven golden lampstands. These lampstands are explained in verse 20: The mystery of the . . . seven golden lampstands is this: . . . the seven lampstands are the seven churches. The churches are compared to lampstands because 


they uphold the light of the Gospel so effectively. The churches are   not the candles—Christ alone is our Light, and his Gospel our lamp; but   they receive their light from Christ and the Gospel and hold it up so   others can see it. They are golden lampstands, for they should be   precious and pure, like ﬁne gold; not only the ministers, but the   members of the churches should be like this. Their light should shine   before men, so that other people will give glory to God. “Let your   light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise   your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 


b. He saw a representation of the Lord Jesus Christ in the middle of the golden lampstands: .   . . someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his   feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were   white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing ﬁre.   His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like   the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and   out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the   sun shining in all its brilliance (verses 13-16). Christ had   promised to be with his churches always, to the end of the world   (“Surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age,” Matthew   28:20), ﬁlling them with light and life and love, for he brings the   church to life as he is the Soul of the church. Here we may observe: 


(1) The glorious form in which Christ appeared, in several particulars. First, he was dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet (verse 13). This was a princely and priestly robe, denoting righteousness and honor. 


Second, he was dressed . . . with a golden sash around his chest (verse   13). The high priest’s breastplate, on which the names of Christ’s   people were engraved, was already being worn, in readiness to do all the   work of a Redeemer. 


Third, his head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow (verse   14). He was the Ancient of Days: “thrones were set in place, and the   Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the   hair of his head was white like wool” (Daniel 7:9). His white hair was   not an indication of decay, but a crown of glory. 


Fourth, his eyes were like blazing ﬁre (verse 14), piercing the hearts and consciences of men, scattering terror among his adversaries. 


Fifth, his feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace (verse 15). His feet were strong and steadfast, supporting his own interests, subduing his enemies and grinding them to powder. 


Sixth, his voice was like the sound of rushing waters (verse   15). His voice was like many rivers converging. He can and will make   himself heard to those who are far away as well as to those who are   nearby. His Gospel is a mighty stream fed by the highest springs of   wisdom and knowledge. 


Seventh, in his right hand he held seven stars (verse   16). The ministers of the seven churches, who are under his direction,   derive all their light and inﬂuence from him and are secured and   preserved by him. 


Eighth, out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword (verse 16). His Word, which both wounds and heals, strikes at the sins on the right hand and on the left. 


Ninth, his face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance (verse 16). The brightness of his shining was too strong and dazzling for mortal eyes to behold. 




  

  (2) The impression this appearance of Christ made on the apostle John. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead (verse   17). John was overcome with the greatness and luster and glory in which   Christ appeared, though he had been so well-acquainted with him before.   How good it is for us that God speaks to us through men like ourselves,   whose appearances do not frighten us, for no one can see God’s face and   live. 


  

  (3) The condescending goodness of the Lord Jesus to his disciples. Then   he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the   First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am   alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades” (verses 17-18). When Christ placed his right hand on   John, he raised him up; he did not plead against him with great power,   but put strength into him and spoke kind words to him. These words gave   comfort and encouragement: “Do not be afraid.” Christ banished the slavish fears of his disciple. 




These   words were also words of instruction, as they told John the nature of   the person who was appearing to him. Here Christ acquaints John with   aspects of his being. 


First, with his divine nature: “I am the First and the Last” (verse 17). 


Second, with his previous sufferings: “I was dead” (verse 18)—the same suffering that Christ’s apostles saw when he died on the cross for the sins of mankind. 


Third, with his resurrection life: “I am the Living One. I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!” (verse 18). Having conquered death and opened the grave, Christ lives an everlasting life. 


Fourth, with his office and authority: “I hold the keys of death and Hades” (verse   18). Christ rules over the invisible world, opening doors that no one   can shut, and shutting doors that no one can open. He opens the gates of   death as he pleases, and the gates of the eternal world, of happiness   or misery, as the Judge of everyone, against whose sentence there is no   appeal. 


Fifth,   with his will and pleasure that John would write about the things he   had seen and the things that are and the things that will take place: “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later” (verse 19). 


Sixth, with the meaning of the seven stars: “The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches” (verse 20), to whom Christ now sends through John particular and relevant messages. 


 








Revelation   


Chapter 2 




  Introduction 


  The   apostle John, having in the previous chapter written about the things   he had seen, now writes about the things then present, as God had commanded   him: “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now . . .”   (1:19)—that is, the present state of the seven churches of Asia, with   whom he had special acquaintance, and for whom he had a tender concern.   He was directed to write to each of them according to their particular   circumstances and to dedicate each letter to the angel of that church,   that is, to the minister, or rather ministry, of that church, called   angels because they were God’s messengers to mankind. 


  In this chapter we have: 


  

    

      1.The message to Ephesus (verses 1-7). 


      2.The message to Smyrna (verses 8-11). 


      3.The message to Pergamum (verses 12-17). 


      4.The message to Thyatira (verses 18-29). 


    


  Verses 1-7 


  To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 


  These   are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and   walks among the seven golden lampstands. I know your deeds, your hard   work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men,   that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and   have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships   for my name, and have not grown weary. 


  Yet   I hold this against you: You have forsaken your ﬁrst love. Remember the   height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at   ﬁrst. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand   from its place. But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices   of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 


  He   who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To   him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life,   which is in the paradise of God. 


  We have here: 


  1. The inscription, where we notice: 


  

    

    a. To whom the ﬁrst of these letters is sent—to the angel of the church in Ephesus (verse   1). This famous church in Ephesus was planted by the apostle Paul (see   Acts 19) and after that was watered by St. John, who lived there for   quite some time. We can hardly suppose that Timothy was the angel or   sole pastor and bishop of this church at this time, or that he who had   such an excellent spirit and naturally cared for the good state of the   souls of people should become so remiss as to deserve the rebukes given   to the ministry of this church. 


    

  b. Notice who wrote this letter to the Ephesians. Here we have one of   those titles given to Christ when he appeared to John, as recorded in   chapter 1. “I saw seven golden lampstands,   and among the lampstands was someone . . . In his right hand he held   seven stars” (1:12-13, 16). This title has two parts. 


  

  

    

  (1) Him who holds the seven stars in his right hand (verse   1). Christ’s ministers are under his special care and protection. It is   to God’s honor that he knows the number of the stars and calls them by   their names. “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you loose the   cords of Orion?” (Job 38:31). And it is due to the Lord Jesus Christ’s   honor that the ministers of the Gospel, who are greater blessings to the   church than the stars are to the world, are in his hand. He directs all   their ﬂights and orbits, ﬁlls them with light and power, and supports   them, or they would crash to the ground like falling stars. They are   instruments in his hand, and all the good they do is done through his   hand being with them. 


    

    (2) He walks among the seven golden lampstands (verse   1). This refers to Christ’s relationship to his churches, just as the   stars spoke about his relationship to his ministers. Christ is present   with his churches in an intimate way. He knows and observes their state;   he takes pleasure in them, just as a person takes delight in walking   around his garden. Although Christ is in heaven, he walks in the middle   of his churches on earth, observing what is wrong with them and what   they lack. It greatly encourages those who care for churches to know   that the Lord Jesus has engraved them on the palms of his hands (Isaiah   49:16). 


  

  2. The contents of the letter, in which, as in most of those that follow, we have: 


a. The commendation Christ gave to this church, both its ministers and members. He refers to this by declaring, I know your deeds (verse   2), and therefore both his commendation and his rebuke are to be   carefully noted, for he does not speak from ignorance—he knows what he   is talking about. The Ephesian church is commended: 


  

    

  (1) For their diligence to duty: I know your deeds, your hard work (verse   2). Dignity calls for duty. Those who are stars in Christ’s hand always   need to be moving about, dispensing light to everyone around them. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary (verse   3). Christ keeps an account of each day’s work, of each hour’s work,   that his servants do for him. This work is never in vain. “You know that   your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 


    

  (2) For their patient suffering: your hard work and your perseverance (verse   2). It is not enough just to be diligent; we must persevere and endure.   “Endure hardship . . . like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy   2:3). Ministers must have, and must exercise, great perseverance; no   Christian should be without it. You must have perseverance to endure   attacks from people and the rebukes of providence. You must wait with   perseverance so that when you have done God’s will, you may continue and   ﬁnish the race. 


    

  (3) For their zeal against what was evil: I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men (verse   2). Not to be involved with or even tolerate evil ﬁts in well with   perseverance. While we must show everyone how meek we are, we must   demonstrate that we actively oppose the sins of the wicked. This zeal of   theirs was the more commendable as it was based on knowledge and   built on previous observations of evil people. This is in contrast to:   “I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal   is not based on knowledge” (Romans 10:2). 


  

  You have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false (verse   2). True zeal goes hand in hand with discretion. Nobody should be   thrown out until they have been tried. Some people rose up in the church   who pretended to be more than ordinary ministers, even claiming to be   apostles. But their claims were examined and found to be vain and false.   People who impartially search after truth will come to distinguish   between falsehood and truth. 


  b. The rebuke given to this church: Yet I hold this against you (verse   4). People who have a great deal of good in them may also have a great   deal of evil in them. Our Lord Jesus, as an impartial Master and Judge,   takes notice of both good and evil. He starts by noting what is good and   is most willing to mention this, but he also observes what is wrong and   will faithfully reprove his followers for this. The sin of which Christ   accused this church is their decline of zeal and holy love. You have forsaken your ﬁrst love (verse   4). They have not forsaken the object of their love but have lost the   fervent desire with which their love started. Notice: 


(1)   The ﬁrst affections of people toward Christ and holiness and heaven are   usually lively and warm. God remembered Israel’s love when she followed   him wherever he went. 


  

    

  (2) These lively affections cool down unless great care and diligence is taken to keep them exercised constantly. 


    

  (3) Christ is displeased and grieved with his people when he sees them grow   remiss and cold toward him. Christ will one way or another make them   realize that he does not accept this behavior from them. 


  

c. The advice and counsel Christ gives them: Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at ﬁrst (verse 5). 


  

    

  (1) Those who have lost their ﬁrst love must remember how far they have   fallen. They must compare their present state with their previous state   and reﬂect on how much better they were than they are now. They must   recall how much peace, strength, purity, and pleasure they have lost   because they have forsaken their ﬁrst love. They must remember how much   more comfortably they used to be able to lie down and sleep at night,   how much more cheerfully they could wake up in the morning, how much   better they were able to bear afflictions, and how much more they were   able to enjoy the favors of providence. They must remember how much   easier it was for them to think about death and how much more they used   to desire and hope for heaven. 


    

  (2) They must repent. They must be inwardly grieved and ashamed of their   sinful decline. They must blame themselves for the state they are in,   humbly confess this before God, and judge and condemn themselves for   this. 


    

  (3) They must return and do the good deeds they did at ﬁrst. They must, as   it were, begin again, go back step by step until they arrive at the   place where they took the ﬁrst false step. They must endeavor to revive   and recover their ﬁrst zeal, tenderness, and seriousness, and must pray   earnestly and watch diligently, as they did when they ﬁrst started to   follow God. 


  

  This good advice is urged, ﬁrst, by a severe threat, should we choose to ignore the warning: If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place (verse   5). If the presence of Christ’s grace and Spirit are slighted, we may   expect to receive his displeasure. He will come by way of judgment,   suddenly, on impenitent churches and sinners. He will remove them from   the Christian fellowship and will take his Gospel, ministers, and   ordinances away from them. And what will the churches or the angels of   the churches do when the Gospel is removed? 
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