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Learn About Animals Including Clownfish,

Blue Whales, Yeti Crabs, and the Giant Clam!

I

N

C

R

E

D

IB

L

E

C

R

E

A

T

U

R

E

S

O

F

T

H

E

Indian Ocean





[image: ]

2





[image: ]

3

The Indian Ocean is the world’s third largest ocean.

It covers one-fifth of the Earth’s surface. The deepest

point is 23,920 feet (7,290.8 meters) deep, down in

the Java Trench, also called the Sunda Trench. That is

as deep as some of the Himalayan mountains are tall!

Of the world’s oceans, the Indian Ocean is the

warmest. On the surface, it is often 82 degrees

Fahrenheit (27.8 degrees Celsius). This would feel like

warm bathwater. Because of the heat, it is hard for

many types of sea life to survive.

The Indian Ocean as seen from

the coast of South Africa.
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What do the scaly-foot

snail and knights have

in common? They both

wear armor! This snail’s

shell is made out of iron.

The yeti crab was

discovered in 2005. The

hair on its claws helps

the yeti crab harvest

bacteria to eat.
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Some creatures like the water hot.

From vents on the ocean floor,

superheated water provides food

and warmth for many unusual

creatures. Fuzzy yeti crabs,

transparent sea cucumbers, scaly-

foot snails, and other unusual deep

sea creatures are found only near

these hydrothermal vents.
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The Indian Ocean has 57
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