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SYNOPSIS




In an informal and reflective tone, the narrator of “Fulano”, by Machado de Assis, invites the reader to witness the reading of the will of Fulano Beltrão, a man who, over the years, transformed himself from a recluse to a public figure, promoting philanthropic actions and being recognized by society. The story explores the impact of social justice and honor on Beltrão's actions.




Palavras-chave


Testament, transformation, philanthropy.








Notice




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given evolving social norms and our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Foreign language names will be preserved in their original form, without translation.
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Come

with me to the opening of the will of my friend Fulano Beltrão. Did you know

him? He was a man of about sixty. He died yesterday, January 2, 1884, at 11:30

in the evening. You can't imagine the strength of mind he showed throughout his

illness. He fell on All Hallows' Eve, and at first we thought it was nothing,

but the illness persisted, and after two months and a few days death took him.




I

confess that I'm curious to hear the will. It must contain some provisions of

general interest and honor to him. It wouldn't have been like that before 1863,

because until then he had been a very self-involved man, reserved, living on

the road to the Botanical Gardens, where he went by bus or mule. His wife and

son were alive, and his daughter was thirteen. It was in that year that he

began to take care of things other than his family, revealing a universal and

generous spirit. I can't tell you why this happened. I believe it was a

friend's apology on the occasion of his fortieth birthday. On March 5, 1864,

Fulano Beltrão read an anonymous article in the newspaper, in which he was told

beautiful and exact things: “good father, good husband, friend and punctual,

dignified citizen, upright and pure soul. That justice should be done to him

was a lot; but anonymously, it was rare.”
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