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  Characters




  SEBASTIAN, fifteen




  CLARYSSA, fifteen




  SEBASTIAN is an impossibly skinny and gawky fifteen-year-old with big bug-eyes. He wears a second-hand school blazer that is several sizes too big, with too-short pants and a shirt, no tie. His head is shaved and he has a rash of pimples across his forehead. His skin is always slightly greasy. He drowns himself in Lynx deodorant because he gets BO and has an organically intense smell. His laugh is beyond annoying. He is obsessed with video games and post-apocalyptic anime – Ghost in the Shell, Neon Genesis Evangelion, Akira, Trinity Blood, etc.




  CLARYSSA is the same age as Sebastian. She is taller than him, and scrawny, but wears a massively oversized school jumper, with sleeves that hang way down over her hands. On her feet: old, black Dr. Martens, totally covered in white-out scribblings. Her hair is dyed black with an inch of brown regrowth – self-cut without a style, hanging lank and greasy. Even though she’s got quite a few pimples (or maybe because of it) she barely wears any make-up – just a small amount of smudged black eyeliner, and black nail polish. She storms around everywhere in a permanent foul mood, with bulky black headphones blocking out the world.




  





  




  Setting




  Moth is set within the memory of a specific time frame. Both Sebastian and Claryssa help enact each other’s recollections.




  Note on Text




  A forward slash (/) indicates where the next line starts to overlap.




  When Sebastian or Claryssa play another character – or each other – it is not the actor assuming a different role. Their portrayal is entirely subjective, very much mediated by their opinion of that person at that time. An integral part of the friendship between Sebastian and Claryssa is their love of mocking each other and the people around them, so this should be taken into consideration as well.




  Words within quotation marks are a memory of words that were spoken. Words out of quotation marks are in the present.




  Geographical and cultural references can be freely adapted to the city of production, as can the characters’ use of slang, if the company desires.
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  Total darkness.




  Then – a huge halogen floodlight begins to flicker.




  SEBASTIAN and CLARYSSA appear suddenly, frozen: holding hands, staring up at the light in terror and wonder.




  The light flickers off.
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  CLARYSSA and SEBASTIAN, side by side.




  SEBASTIAN stares at CLARYSSA.




  CLARYSSA looks away, ignoring him.




  SEBASTIAN. Hey.




  Pause.




  Hey, Claryssa. Hey.




  Pause.




  CLARYSSA ignores him.




  CLLLLLLaryssa. CLLLLL – (Searches.) Chlorine. CLLLLL – (Searches.) Chlamydia. CLLLL – (Searches.) Clearasil. Ha-ha, Clearasil.




  Pause.




  (Softly.) Claryssa. Claryssa.




  Pause.




  (Loud.) CLARYSSA.




  Pause.




  Are you ignoring me, Claryssa?




  Pause.




  Claryssa, are you ignoring me?




  Pause.




  SEBASTIAN takes a huge breath – his cheeks puff out.




  There is a long pause.




  Gradually his face turns red.




  CLARYSSA. Stop it, Sebastian.




  Stop it.




  I’m not talking to you.




  I’m not talking to you, no matter what. So you can just give up right now.




  His face turns purple…




  Sebastian. SEBASTIAN!




  Stop it, Sebastian!




  STOP IT! STOP IT! SEBASTIAN, STOP IT!




  He pleads with her.




  FINE!




  SEBASTIAN exhales, laughing.




  Oh my God, you are so annoying.




  SEBASTIAN. HA-HA-HA.




  CLARYSSA. SO fucking annoying. Your head looks disgusting when you do that.




  SEBASTIAN. Does it?




  CLARYSSA. It looks like you’re going to pop.




  SEBASTIAN. Sweet.




  CLARYSSA. Um. No. It’s gross, actually. It’s completely gross.




  SEBASTIAN. At least I can help it.




  CLARYSSA. What?




  SEBASTIAN. – If my face looks gross. HA-HA.




  CLARYSSA. OH, get / fucked!




  SEBASTIAN (laughing). AT LEAST I CAN HELP IT IF MY FACE LOOKS GROSS. HA-HA-HA. HA-HA-HA! HA-HA–




  CLARYSSA punches him.




  OW! Ow, Claryssa! Ow! That effing HURT.




  CLARYSSA. Then stop being a prick.




  SEBASTIAN. You’re such a psycho. I wasn’t even doing anything.




  CLARYSSA. You were pissing me off!




  SEBASTIAN. You’re so mean. I’m going to get a bruise.




  CLARYSSA. It’s not my fault you’re a little pussy.
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