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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Descendants of the Sun (Hangul: 태양의 후예; RR: Taeyang-ui Huye) is a 2016 South Korean television series starring Song Joong-ki, Song Hye-kyo, Jin Goo, and Kim Ji-won. It aired on KBS2 from February 24 to April 14, 2016, on Wednesdays and Thursdays at 22:00 for 16 episodes. KBS then aired three additional special episodes from April 20 to April 22, 2016 containing highlights and the best scenes from the series, the drama's production process, behind-the-scenes footage, commentaries from cast members and the final epilogue. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 254 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Golden State Warriors are an American professional basketball team based in Oakland, California. The Warriors compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Western Conference Pacific Division. The team was established in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a founding member of the Basketball Association of America (BAA). In 1962, the franchise relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area and was renamed the San Francisco Warriors. In 1971, the team changed its geographic moniker to Golden State, California's state nickname. Since 1972, the team's home court has been the Oracle Arena in Oakland. The team is nicknamed the "Dubs." This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 861 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Hildegard of Bingen, O.S.B. (German: Hildegard von Bingen; Latin: Hildegardis Bingensis; 1098 – 17 September 1179), also known as Saint Hildegard and Sibyl of the Rhine, was a German Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, philosopher, Christian mystic, visionary, and polymath. She is considered to be the founder of scientific natural history in Germany. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 946 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kevin Ferguson (February 8, 1974 – June 6, 2016), better known as Kimbo Slice, was a Bahamian-born American mixed martial artist, boxer, wrestler and occasional actor. He became noted for mutual combat street fights which were spread across the Internet, leading Rolling Stone to call him "The King of the Web Brawlers". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 140 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lemonade is the sixth studio album by American singer Beyoncé. It was released on April 23, 2016, by Parkwood Entertainment and distributed through Columbia Records. The record is Beyoncé's second "visual album", following her eponymous 2013 record, and a concept album according to official description: "a conceptual project based on every woman's journey of self knowledge and healing". While its predecessor featured individual music videos for each track, Lemonade was accompanied upon its release by a one-hour film aired on HBO. Primarily an R&B album, Lemonade encompasses a variety of genres, including pop, reggae, blues, rock, hip hop, soul, funk, Americana, country, gospel, electronic and trap. The album features guest vocals from James Blake, Kendrick Lamar, The Weeknd and Jack White. The album contains samples and interpolations of a number of hip-hop and rock songs. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 434 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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by Wikipedia contributors




For a detailed list of authors, please use the link to the authors provided at the end of each article. 







Licensed by e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) 2017, pursuant to: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)





This edition has been last updated 2017-06-16




Contact: info@e-artnow.org





ISBN 978-80-268-5484-5








Editorial note: 


this carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 89 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations or illustration descriptions.  e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all e-books based on Wikipedia content. You can access the original Wikipedia articles on the internet free of charge. e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.



        
            Disclaimer:
            

            
                this book does not constitute professional advice. If you need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial or risk management), please seek a professional who is licensed or knowledgeable in that area.

                This book may include hyper-links to other sites which are not maintained by, or related to e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow). Hyper-links to such sites are provided as a service to readers and are not sponsored by or affiliated with Wikipedia or e-Pedia/e-artnow. e-Pedia/e-artnow has not reviewed any or all of such sites and is not responsible for the content of those sites. e-Pedia/e-artnow is not responsible for webcasting or any other form of transmission received from any hyper-linked site. Hyper-links are to be accessed at the user's own risk, and e-Pedia/e-artnow makes no representations or warranties about the content, completeness or accuracy of these hyperlinks or the sites hyper-linked to such site. e-Pedia/e-artnow provides hyper-links as a convenience, and the inclusion of any hyper-link to a third-party site does not necessarily imply endorsement by e-Pedia/e-artnow of that site or any association with its operators. 

                This book has been derived from Wikipedia, pursuant to the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)


                e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.

            

        

    


Recommended titles:

e-Pedia: Robin Lord Taylor

e-Pedia: Ronan Farrow

e-Pedia: Robert Duvall

e-Pedia: Ben Affleck

e-Pedia: Hilary Swank

e-Pedia: Brooke Shields

e-Pedia: Derek Jeter

e-Pedia: Greta Gerwig

e-Pedia: Audrina Patridge

e-Pedia: Alan Tudyk









Main TOC 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Personal life

	4 References

	5 External links





Kris Jenner






Kristen Mary Jenner (née Houghton, /'hoUten /[image: External link] HOH -tən[image: External link], formerly Kardashian; born November 5, 1955)[1] is an American television personality who rose to fame for starring in the reality television series Keeping Up with the Kardashians, together with her family.

Kris Jenner has been married twice; first to lawyer Robert Kardashian, and later to television personality and retired Olympic Games champion, Bruce Jenner (now known as Caitlyn). She has four children with Kardashian (Kourtney, Kim, Khloé and Robert) and two with Jenner (Kendall and Kylie[image: External link]).
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 Early life




Jenner was born in San Diego, California. She is the daughter of Mary Jo Shannon (née Campbell) and Robert Houghton, an engineer.[2][3] She is of Dutch, English, Irish, German and Scottish descent. When Jenner was seven years old, her parents divorced and she and her younger sister, Karen, were raised by their mother until a few years later when her mother married businessman Harry Shannon. Three months after moving to Oxnard, California, Shannon's business partner allegedly left with all the company's capital, so the family moved back to San Diego.[4] Jenner attended Clairemont High School[5] and graduated in 1973.[6] She worked as a flight attendant for a year in 1976.[7]
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 Career




Jenner runs her own production company, Jenner Communications, which is based in Los Angeles. Since the start of Keeping Up with the Kardashians, she has managed her daughter Kim's career. She also is involved with the business management of her other daughters and son.

She is portrayed by American actress Selma Blair in the FX limited series American Crime Story: The People v. O. J. Simpson, which premiered in February 2016.

Jenner opened a children's boutique in 2004 with her daughter, Kourtney. The boutique was called "Smooch" and was open for almost six years before closing down in 2009.[8][9]
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 Writing




Jenner's autobiography, Kris Jenner... and All Things Kardashian, was released in November 2011.[10] She later wrote a cookbook entitled In the Kitchen with Kris: A Kollection of Kardashian-Jenner Family Favorites which was released in October 2014.[11]
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 Television show




Jenner hosted a pop culture-driven daytime talk show, Kris. The series began its six-week trial summer run on several Fox-owned stations on July 15, 2013.[12]

Kanye West, her son-in-law, revealed the first public picture of daughter North West on Kris Jenner's daytime talk show. The show's six-week trial run was not extended.[13]
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 Keeping Up with the Kardashians




Jenner met with Ryan Seacrest in 2007 to pursue a reality television show based on her family. Seacrest, who had his own production company, decided to develop the idea, having the popular family-based show The Osbournes in his mind. Jenner further commented on the possible series:[14]



	“
	Like, there's the little girls, and there's the older girls, and then there's my son. [...] Everybody thinks that they could create a bunch of drama in their lives, but it's something that I felt I didn't even have to think about. It would be natural.
	”




The show eventually was picked up to air on the E! cable network with Jenner acting as the executive producer. The series focuses on the personal and professional lives of the Kardashian–Jenner blended families.[8] The series debuted on October 14, 2007, and has later become one of the longest-running reality television shows in the country.[15] The twelfth season of Keeping Up with the Kardashians started airing on May 1, 2016.[16] The show has resulted in the development of several spin-offs, such as Kourtney and Khloé Take Miami (2009), Kourtney and Kim Take New York (2011), Khloé & Lamar (2011), among others.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life
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 Marriages, relationships, and children




Jenner's first marriage was to lawyer Robert Kardashian (who later became widely known for his early legal representation of O. J. Simpson) on July 8, 1978.[18][19] They have four children - daughters Kourtney (born 1979), Kim (born 1980), Khloé (born 1984), and son Rob (born 1987) - and divorced in March 1991, but remained close friends until his death from esophageal cancer in 2003.[20] In 2012, Kris confessed she had had an affair with former soccer player and animator Todd Waterman during her marriage to Kardashian. She referred to Waterman as "Ryan" in her autobiography, but he revealed his identity on his own. They had an encounter on Keeping up with the Kardashians while Kris was having a tennis lesson.[21]

In April 1991, one month after her divorce from Kardashian, Jenner married her second spouse, retired Olympian Bruce Jenner, who completed her transition to a woman in mid-2015, taking the name Caitlyn.[22] They have two daughters together: Kendall (born 1995) and Kylie[image: External link] (born 1997);[23] in her autobiography, Jenner explained that she named her daughter Kendall Nicole after the late Nicole Brown Simpson.[24] By marriage to Bruce, Kris also had four stepchildren: Burt, Cassandra "Casey", Brandon[image: External link] and Brody.

The Jenners announced their separation in October 2013,[25][26] and on September 22, 2014, she filed for divorce, citing irreconcilable differences.[27] The divorce became final on March 23, 2015, because of a six-month state legal requirement.[28][29] Kris Jenner has talked about the breakup with Bruce as "the most passive-aggressive thing", saying that while she had known of his use of hormones in the 1980s, "there wasn't a gender issue. Nobody mentioned a gender issue."[30]

Since late 2014, Jenner has been in a relationship with Corey Gamble.[31]
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 O. J. Simpson trial




Jenner and her family suffered emotional turmoil during the O. J. Simpson trial (1994-1995), later described as the "Trial of the Century." Jenner was good friends with O.J.'s ex-wife, Nicole Brown, and Jenner's first husband, Robert Kardashian, was one of O.J. Simpson's "Dream Team" of defense lawyers during the trial.[32]

In 2016, the trial was portrayed in a television series called American Crime Story. Jenner's character is played by actress Selma Blair.[33]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 California Community Church




Jenner and Pastor Brad Johnson founded the California Community Church in 2012. It originally was called the Life Change Community Church, located in Agoura Hills, California.[34]
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 Plastic surgery




In June 2011, Jenner had a face lift months before her daughter Kim's wedding to Kris Humphries and allowed the preparations and recovery from the surgery to be recorded. The video footage can be seen on E! Online and "Kim's Fairytale Wedding Part 1[image: External link]" episode of Keeping Up with the Kardashians. She explained: "I needed a little freshening up for the wedding. Just doing what a girl's gotta do!"[35]
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San Diego






This article is about the city in California. For the county in California, see San Diego County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see San Diego (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"San Diegan" redirects here. For the historical train, see San Diegan (train)[image: External link].

San Diego (/,saen di:'eIgoU /[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link] for "Saint Didacus[image: External link]"; Spanish: [san ˈdje.ɣo][image: External link]) is a major city in California, United States[image: External link]. It is in San Diego County[image: External link], on the coast of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link], approximately 120 miles (190 km) south of Los Angeles[image: External link] and immediately adjacent to the border[image: External link] with Mexico[image: External link].

With an estimated population of 1,394,928 as of July 1, 2015,[9] San Diego is the eighth-largest city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and second-largest[image: External link] in California. It is part of the San Diego–Tijuana[image: External link] conurbation[image: External link], the second-largest transborder agglomeration[image: External link] between the US and a bordering country after Detroit–Windsor[image: External link], with a population of 4,922,723 people.[11] San Diego has been called "the birthplace of California".[12] It is known for its mild year-round climate, natural deep-water harbor[image: External link], extensive beaches, long association with the United States Navy[image: External link], and recent emergence as a healthcare and biotechnology development center.

Historically home to the Kumeyaay people[image: External link], San Diego was the first site visited by Europeans on what is now the West Coast of the United States[image: External link]. Upon landing in San Diego Bay[image: External link] in 1542, Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] claimed the area for Spain[image: External link], forming the basis for the settlement of Alta California[image: External link] 200 years later. The Presidio[image: External link] and Mission San Diego de Alcalá[image: External link], founded in 1769, formed the first European settlement in what is now California. In 1821, San Diego became part of the newly independent Mexico, which reformed as the First Mexican Republic[image: External link] two years later. In 1850, California became part of the United States following the Mexican–American War[image: External link] and the admission of California to the union.

The city is the seat[image: External link] of San Diego County[image: External link] and is the economic center of the region as well as the San Diego–Tijuana[image: External link] metropolitan area. San Diego's main economic engines are military and defense-related activities, tourism, international trade, and manufacturing. The presence of the University of California, San Diego[image: External link] (UCSD), with the affiliated UCSD Medical Center[image: External link], has helped make the area a center of research in biotechnology[image: External link].
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 History




See also: History of San Diego[image: External link] and Timeline of San Diego[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The original inhabitants of the region are now known as the San Dieguito[image: External link] and La Jolla people[image: External link].[13] The area of San Diego has been inhabited by the Kumeyaay people[image: External link].[14][15]
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 Spanish period




The first European to visit the region was Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] sailing under the flag of Castile[image: External link]. Sailing his flagship San Salvador from Navidad[image: External link], New Spain, Cabrillo claimed the bay for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] in 1542, and named the site "San Miguel".[16] In November 1602, Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] was sent to map the California coast. Arriving on his flagship San Diego, Vizcaíno surveyed the harbor and what are now Mission Bay[image: External link] and Point Loma[image: External link] and named the area for the Catholic Saint Didacus[image: External link], a Spaniard more commonly known as San Diego de Alcalá. On November 12, 1602, the first Christian religious service of record in Alta California[image: External link] was conducted by Friar Antonio de la Ascensión, a member of Vizcaíno's expedition, to celebrate the feast day of San Diego.[17]

In May 1769, Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] established the Fort Presidio of San Diego[image: External link] on a hill near the San Diego River[image: External link]. It was the first settlement by Europeans in what is now the state of California. In July of the same year, Mission San Diego de Alcalá[image: External link] was founded by Franciscan[image: External link] friars under Junípero Serra[image: External link].[18][19] By 1797, the mission boasted the largest native population in Alta California, with over 1,400 neophytes living in and around the mission proper.[20] Mission San Diego was the southern anchor in California of the historic mission trail El Camino Real[image: External link]. Both the Presidio and the Mission are National Historic Landmarks[image: External link].[21][22]
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 Mexican period




In 1821, Mexico[image: External link] won its independence from Spain, and San Diego became part of the Mexican territory of Alta California[image: External link]. In 1822, Mexico began attempting to extend its authority over the coastal territory of Alta California. The fort on Presidio Hill was gradually abandoned, while the town of San Diego grew up on the level land below Presidio Hill. The Mission was secularized by the Mexican government in 1833[image: External link], and most of the Mission lands were sold to wealthy Californio[image: External link] settlers. The 432 residents[image: External link] of the town petitioned the governor to form a pueblo[image: External link], and Juan María Osuna[image: External link] was elected the first alcalde[image: External link] ("municipal magistrate"), defeating Pío Pico[image: External link] in the vote. (See, List of pre-statehood mayors of San Diego[image: External link].) However, San Diego had been losing population throughout the 1830s and in 1838 the town lost its pueblo status because its size dropped to an estimated 100 to 150 residents.[23] Beyond town Mexican land grants[image: External link] expanded the number of California ranchos[image: External link] that modestly added to the local economy.

In 1846, the United States went to war against Mexico and sent a naval and land expedition to conquer Alta California[image: External link]. At first they had an easy time of it capturing the major ports including San Diego, but the Californios in southern Alta California struck back. Following the successful revolt in Los Angeles[image: External link], the American garrison at San Diego was driven out without firing a shot in early October 1846. Mexican partisans held San Diego for three weeks until October 24, 1846, when the Americans recaptured it. For the next several months the Americans were blockaded inside the pueblo. Skirmishes occurred daily and snipers shot into the town every night. The Californios drove cattle away from the pueblo hoping to starve the Americans and their Californio supporters out. On December 1 the Americans garrison learned that the dragoons of General Stephen W. Kearney[image: External link] were at Warner's Ranch[image: External link]. Commodore Robert F. Stockton[image: External link] sent a mounted force of fifty under Captain Archibald Gillespie[image: External link] to march north to meet him. Their joint command of 150 men, returning to San Diego, encountered about 93 Californios under Andrés Pico[image: External link]. In the ensuing Battle of San Pasqual[image: External link], fought in the San Pasqual Valley[image: External link] which is now part of the city of San Diego, the Americans suffered their worst losses in the campaign. Subsequently, a column led by Lieutenant Gray arrived from San Diego, rescuing Kearny's battered and blockaded command.[24]

Stockton and Kearny went on to recover Los Angeles and force the capitulation of Alta California with the "Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link]" on January 13, 1847. As a result of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] of 1846–48, the territory of Alta California, including San Diego, was ceded to the United States by Mexico, under the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] in 1848. The Mexican negotiators of that treaty tried to retain San Diego as part of Mexico, but the Americans insisted that San Diego was "for every commercial purpose of nearly equal importance to us with that of San Francisco," and the Mexican–American border was eventually established to be one league south of the southernmost point of San Diego Bay[image: External link], so as to include the entire bay within the United States.[25]
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The state of California was admitted to the United States in 1850. That same year San Diego was designated the seat of the newly established San Diego County and was incorporated as a city. Joshua H. Bean[image: External link], the last alcalde of San Diego, was elected the first mayor. Two years later the city was bankrupt;[26] the California legislature revoked the city's charter and placed it under control of a board of trustees, where it remained until 1889. A city charter was re-established in 1889 and today's city charter was adopted in 1931.[27]

The original town of San Diego was located at the foot of Presidio Hill, in the area which is now Old Town San Diego State Historic Park[image: External link]. The location was not ideal, being several miles away from navigable water. In 1850, William Heath Davis[image: External link] promoted a new development by the Bay shore called "New San Diego", several miles south of the original settlement; however, for several decades the new development consisted only a few houses, a pier and an Army depot. In the late 1860s, Alonzo Horton[image: External link] promoted a move to the bayside area, which he called "New Town" and which became Downtown San Diego[image: External link]. Horton promoted the area heavily, and people and businesses began to relocate to New Town because of its location on San Diego Bay[image: External link] convenient to shipping. New Town soon eclipsed the original settlement, known to this day as Old Town[image: External link], and became the economic and governmental heart of the city.[28] Still, San Diego remained a relative backwater town until the arrival of a railroad connection in 1878.

In the early part of the 20th century, San Diego hosted two World's Fairs[image: External link]: the Panama-California Exposition[image: External link] in 1915 and the California Pacific International Exposition[image: External link] in 1935. Both expositions were held in Balboa Park[image: External link], and many of the Spanish/Baroque-style buildings that were built for those expositions remain to this day as central features of the park. The buildings were intended to be temporary structures, but most remained in continuous use until they progressively fell into disrepair. Most were eventually rebuilt, using castings of the original façades to retain the architectural style.[29] The menagerie of exotic animals featured at the 1915 exposition provided the basis for the San Diego Zoo[image: External link].[30] During the 1950s there was a citywide festival called Fiesta del Pacifico[image: External link] highlighting the area's Spanish and Mexican past.[31] In the 2010s there was a proposal for a large-scale celebration of the 100th anniversary of Balboa Park, but the plans were abandoned when the organization tasked with putting on the celebration went out of business.[32]

The southern portion of the Point Loma[image: External link] peninsula was set aside for military purposes as early as 1852. Over the next several decades the Army[image: External link] set up a series of coastal artillery batteries and named the area Fort Rosecrans[image: External link].[33] Significant U.S. Navy presence began in 1901 with the establishment of the Navy Coaling Station in Point Loma, and expanded greatly during the 1920s.[34] By 1930, the city was host to Naval Base San Diego[image: External link], Naval Training Center San Diego[image: External link], San Diego Naval Hospital[image: External link], Camp Matthews[image: External link], and Camp Kearny[image: External link] (now Marine Corps Air Station Miramar[image: External link]). The city was also an early center for aviation: as early as World War I, San Diego was proclaiming itself "The Air Capital of the West".[35] The city was home to important airplane developers and manufacturers like Ryan Airlines (later Ryan Aeronautical[image: External link]), founded in 1925, and Consolidated Aircraft[image: External link] (later Convair[image: External link]), founded in 1923.[36] Charles A. Lindbergh[image: External link]'s plane The Spirit of St. Louis[image: External link] was built in San Diego in 1927 by Ryan Airlines.[35]

During World War II[image: External link], San Diego became a major hub of military and defense activity, due to the presence of so many military installations and defense manufacturers. The city's population grew rapidly during and after World War II, more than doubling between 1930 (147,995) and 1950 (333,865).[37] During the final months of the war, the Japanese had a plan to target multiple U.S. cities for biological attack[image: External link], starting with San Diego. The plan was called "Operation Cherry Blossoms at Night[image: External link]" and called for kamikaze[image: External link] planes filled with fleas infected with plague (Yersinia pestis[image: External link]) to crash into civilian population centers in the city, hoping to spread plague in the city and effectively kill tens of thousands of civilians. The plan was scheduled to launch on September 22, 1945, but was not carried out because Japan surrendered[image: External link] five weeks earlier.[38][39][40][41]

After World War II, the military continued to play a major role in the local economy, but post-Cold War[image: External link] cutbacks took a heavy toll on the local defense and aerospace industries. The resulting downturn led San Diego leaders to seek to diversify the city's economy by focusing on research and science, as well as tourism.[42]

From the start of the 20th century through the 1970s, the American tuna[image: External link] fishing fleet and tuna canning industry were based in San Diego, "the tuna capital of the world".[43] San Diego's first tuna cannery was founded in 1911, and by the mid-1930s the canneries employed more than 1,000 people. A large fishing fleet supported the canneries, mostly staffed by immigrant fishermen from Japan[image: External link], and later from the Portuguese[image: External link] Azores[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link] whose influence is still felt in neighborhoods like Little Italy[image: External link] and Point Loma[image: External link].[44][45] Due to rising costs and foreign competition, the last of the canneries closed in the early 1980s.[46]

Downtown San Diego was in decline in the 1960s and 1970s, but experienced some urban renewal since the early 1980s, including the opening of Horton Plaza[image: External link], the revival of the Gaslamp Quarter[image: External link], and the construction of the San Diego Convention Center[image: External link]; Petco Park[image: External link] opened in 2004.[47]
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See also: List of beaches in San Diego, California[image: External link] and Parks in San Diego[image: External link]


According to SDSU professor emeritus Monte Marshall, San Diego Bay[image: External link] is "the surface expression of a north-south-trending, nested graben[image: External link]". The Rose Canyon[image: External link] and Point Loma[image: External link] fault zones[image: External link] are part of the San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system. About 15 miles (24 km) east of the bay are the Laguna Mountains[image: External link] in the Peninsular Ranges[image: External link], which are part of the backbone of the American continents[image: External link].[48]

The city lies on approximately 200 deep canyons and hills separating its mesas[image: External link], creating small pockets of natural open space scattered throughout the city and giving it a hilly geography.[49] Traditionally, San Diegans have built their homes and businesses on the mesas, while leaving the urban canyons relatively wild.[50] Thus, the canyons give parts of the city a segmented feel, creating gaps between otherwise proximate neighborhoods and contributing to a low-density, car-centered environment. The San Diego River[image: External link] runs through the middle of San Diego from east to west, creating a river valley which serves to divide the city into northern and southern segments. The river used to flow into San Diego Bay and its fresh water[image: External link] was the focus of the earliest Spanish explorers. Miguel Costanso, a cartographer, wrote in 1769, "When asked by signs where the watering-place was, the Indians pointed to a grove which could be seen at a considerable distance to the northeast, giving to understand that a river or creek flowed through it, and that they would lead our men to it if they would follow."[51][52] That river was the San Diego River.[51] Several reservoirs and Mission Trails Regional Park[image: External link] also lie between and separate developed areas of the city.

Notable peaks within the city limits include Cowles Mountain[image: External link], the highest point in the city at 1,591 feet (485 m);[8] Black Mountain[image: External link] at 1,558 feet (475 m); and Mount Soledad[image: External link] at 824 feet (251 m). The Cuyamaca Mountains[image: External link] and Laguna Mountains rise to the east of the city, and beyond the mountains are desert areas. The Cleveland National Forest[image: External link] is a half-hour drive from downtown San Diego. Numerous farms are found in the valleys northeast and southeast of the city.

In its 2013 ParkScore ranking, The Trust for Public Land[image: External link] reported that San Diego had the 9th-best park system among the 50 most populous U.S. cities.[53] ParkScore ranks city park systems by a formula that analyzes acreage, access, and service and investment.
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Main article: List of communities and neighborhoods of San Diego[image: External link]


The city of San Diego recognizes 52 individual areas as Community Planning Areas.[54] Within a given planning area there may be several distinct neighborhoods. Altogether the city contains more than 100 identified neighborhoods[image: External link].

Downtown San Diego[image: External link] is located on San Diego Bay. Balboa Park[image: External link] encompasses several mesas and canyons to the northeast, surrounded by older, dense urban communities including Hillcrest[image: External link] and North Park[image: External link]. To the east and southeast lie City Heights[image: External link], the College Area[image: External link], and Southeast San Diego[image: External link]. To the north lies Mission Valley[image: External link] and Interstate 8[image: External link]. The communities north of the valley and freeway, and south of Marine Corps Air Station Miramar[image: External link], include Clairemont[image: External link], Kearny Mesa[image: External link], Tierrasanta[image: External link], and Navajo[image: External link]. Stretching north from Miramar are the northern suburbs of Mira Mesa[image: External link], Scripps Ranch[image: External link], Rancho Peñasquitos[image: External link], and Rancho Bernardo[image: External link]. The far northeast portion of the city encompasses Lake Hodges[image: External link] and the San Pasqual Valley[image: External link], which holds an agricultural preserve. Carmel Valley[image: External link] and Del Mar Heights[image: External link] occupy the northwest corner of the city. To their south are Torrey Pines State Reserve[image: External link] and the business center of the Golden Triangle[image: External link]. Further south are the beach and coastal communities of La Jolla[image: External link], Pacific Beach[image: External link], Mission Beach[image: External link], and Ocean Beach[image: External link]. Point Loma[image: External link] occupies the peninsula across San Diego Bay[image: External link] from downtown. The communities of South San Diego[image: External link], such as San Ysidro[image: External link] and Otay Mesa[image: External link], are located next to the Mexico–United States border[image: External link], and are physically separated from the rest of the city by the cities of National City[image: External link] and Chula Vista[image: External link]. A narrow strip of land at the bottom of San Diego Bay connects these southern neighborhoods with the rest of the city.

For the most part, San Diego neighborhood boundaries tend to be understood by its residents based on geographical boundaries like canyons and street patterns.[55] The city recognized the importance of its neighborhoods when it organized its 2008 General Plan around the concept of a "City of Villages".[56]
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Main article: List of tallest buildings in San Diego[image: External link]




San Diego was originally centered on the Old Town[image: External link] district, but by the late 1860s the focus had shifted to the Bayfront, in the belief that this new location would increase trade. As the "New Town" – present-day Downtown – waterfront location quickly developed, it eclipsed Old Town as the center of San Diego.[28]

The development of skyscrapers over 300 feet (91 m) in San Diego is attributed to the construction of the El Cortez Hotel[image: External link] in 1927, the tallest building in the city from 1927 to 1963.[57] As time went on multiple buildings claimed the title of San Diego's tallest skyscraper, including the Union Bank of California Building[image: External link] and Symphony Towers[image: External link]. Currently the tallest building in San Diego is One America Plaza[image: External link], standing 500 feet (150 m) tall, which was completed in 1991.[58] The downtown skyline contains no super-talls[image: External link], as a regulation put in place by the Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link] in the 1970s set a 500 feet (152 m) limit on the height of buildings within a one-mile (1.6 km) radius of the San Diego International Airport[image: External link].[59] An iconic description of the skyline includes its skyscrapers being compared to the tools of a toolbox.[60]
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Main article: Climate of San Diego[image: External link]


San Diego is one of the top-ten best climates in the Farmers' Almanac[image: External link][61] and is one of the two best summer climates in America as scored by The Weather Channel[image: External link].[62] Under the Köppen–Geiger climate classification system[image: External link], the San Diego area has been variously categorized as having either a semi-arid climate[image: External link] ( BSh[image: External link] in the original classification[63] and BSkn in modified Köppen classification)[64] or a Mediterranean climate[image: External link][65] (Csa and Csb).[66] San Diego's climate is characterized by warm, dry summers and mild winters with most of the annual precipitation falling between December and March. The city has a mild climate year-round,[67] with an average of 201 days above 70 °F (21 °C) and low rainfall (9–13 inches [230–330 mm] annually).

The climate in San Diego, like most of Southern California, often varies significantly over short geographical distances resulting in microclimates[image: External link]. In San Diego, this is mostly because of the city's topography (the Bay, and the numerous hills, mountains, and canyons). Frequently, particularly during the "May gray/June gloom[image: External link]" period, a thick "marine layer" cloud cover keeps the air cool and damp within a few miles of the coast, but yields to bright cloudless sunshine approximately 5–10 miles (8.0–16.1 km) inland.[68] Sometimes the June gloom lasts into July, causing cloudy skies over most of San Diego for the entire day.[69][70] Even in the absence of June gloom, inland areas experience much more significant temperature variations than coastal areas, where the ocean serves as a moderating influence. Thus, for example, downtown San Diego averages January lows of 50 °F (10 °C) and August highs of 78 °F (26 °C). The city of El Cajon, just 10 miles (16 km) inland from downtown San Diego, averages January lows of 42 °F (6 °C) and August highs of 88 °F (31 °C).

A sign of global warming[image: External link], scientists at Scripps Institution of Oceanography[image: External link] say the average surface temperature of the water at Scripps Pier in the California Current[image: External link] has increased by almost 3 degrees since 1950.[71]

Annual rainfall along the coast averages 10.65 inches (271 mm) and the median is 9.6 inches (240 mm).[72] The months of December through March supply most of the rain, with February the only month averaging 2 inches (51 mm) or more. The months of May through September tend to be almost completely dry. Although there are few wet days per month during the rainy period, rainfall can be heavy when it does fall. Rainfall is usually greater in the higher elevations of San Diego; some of the higher areas can receive 11–15 inches (280–380 mm) per year. Variability from year to year can be dramatic: in the wettest years of 1883/1884 and 1940/1941 more than 24 inches (610 mm) fell, whilst in the driest years as little as 3.2 inches (80 mm). The wettest month on record is December 1921 with 9.21 inches (234 mm).

Snow in the city is so rare that it has been observed only five times in the century-and-a-half that records have been kept. In 1949 and 1967, snow stayed on the ground for a few hours in higher locations like Point Loma[image: External link] and La Jolla[image: External link]. The other three occasions, in 1882, 1946, and 1987, involved flurries but no accumulation.[73]






	Climate data for San Diego Int'l Airport[image: External link] (1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1874–present)[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	88

(31)
	90

(32)
	99

(37)
	98

(37)
	98

(37)
	101

(38)
	100

(38)
	98

(37)
	111

(44)
	107

(42)
	100

(38)
	88

(31)
	111

(44)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	78.4

(25.8)
	79.2

(26.2)
	79.8

(26.6)
	82.8

(28.2)
	79.0

(26.1)
	81.2

(27.3)
	83.2

(28.4)
	85.4

(29.7)
	89.5

(31.9)
	86.8

(30.4)
	82.9

(28.3)
	76.6

(24.8)
	94.1

(34.5)



	Average high °F (°C)
	65.1

(18.4)
	65.0

(18.3)
	65.6

(18.7)
	67.5

(19.7)
	68.5

(20.3)
	70.8

(21.6)
	74.6

(23.7)
	76.4

(24.7)
	75.9

(24.4)
	72.8

(22.7)
	69.0

(20.6)
	64.7

(18.2)
	69.7

(20.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	49.0

(9.4)
	50.7

(10.4)
	53.2

(11.8)
	55.9

(13.3)
	59.4

(15.2)
	62.0

(16.7)
	65.4

(18.6)
	66.7

(19.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	53.6

(12)
	48.4

(9.1)
	57.5

(14.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.9

(5.5)
	44.6

(7)
	47.1

(8.4)
	50.7

(10.4)
	55.0

(12.8)
	59.1

(15.1)
	62.5

(16.9)
	63.3

(17.4)
	60.4

(15.8)
	54.4

(12.4)
	45.8

(7.7)
	41.4

(5.2)
	40.3

(4.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	25

(−4)
	34

(1)
	36

(2)
	39

(4)
	45

(7)
	50

(10)
	54

(12)
	54

(12)
	50

(10)
	43

(6)
	36

(2)
	32

(0)
	25

(−4)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	1.98

(50.3)
	2.27

(57.7)
	1.81

(46)
	0.78

(19.8)
	0.12

(3)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.02

(0.5)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.57

(14.5)
	1.01

(25.7)
	1.53

(38.9)
	10.34

(262.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.7
	7.1
	6.5
	4.0
	1.4
	0.8
	0.7
	0.4
	1.2
	2.8
	4.1
	5.8
	41.5



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.1
	65.7
	67.3
	67.0
	70.6
	74.0
	74.6
	74.1
	72.7
	69.4
	66.3
	63.7
	69.0



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	239.3
	227.4
	261.0
	276.2
	250.5
	242.4
	304.7
	295.0
	253.3
	243.4
	230.1
	231.3
	3,054.6



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	75
	74
	70
	71
	58
	57
	70
	71
	68
	69
	73
	74
	69



	Source: NOAA (sun and relative humidity 1961–1990)[75][76][77]
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Like most of southern California, the majority of San Diego's current area was originally occupied by chaparral[image: External link], a plant community made up mostly of drought-resistant shrubs. The endangered Torrey pine[image: External link] has the bulk of its population in San Diego in a stretch of protected chaparral along the coast. The steep and varied topography and proximity to the ocean create a number of different habitats within the city limits, including tidal marsh[image: External link] and canyons[image: External link]. The chaparral and coastal sage scrub[image: External link] habitats in low elevations along the coast are prone to wildfire[image: External link], and the rates of fire have increased in the 20th century, due primarily to fires starting near the borders of urban and wild areas.[78]

San Diego's broad city limits encompass a number of large nature preserves, including Torrey Pines State Reserve[image: External link], Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve[image: External link], and Mission Trails Regional Park[image: External link]. Torrey Pines State Reserve and a coastal strip continuing to the north constitute the only location where the rare species of Torrey Pine, P. torreyana torreyana, is found.[79]

Due to the steep topography that prevents or discourages building, along with some efforts for preservation, there are also a large number of canyons within the city limits that serve as nature preserves, including Switzer Canyon[image: External link], Tecolote Canyon Natural Park,[80] and Marian Bear Memorial Park in the San Clemente Canyon[image: External link],[81] as well as a number of small parks and preserves.

San Diego County has one of the highest counts of animal and plant species that appear on the endangered list[image: External link] of counties in the United States.[82] Because of its diversity of habitat and its position on the Pacific Flyway[image: External link], San Diego County has recorded 492 different bird species, more than any other region in the country.[83] San Diego always scores highly in the number of bird species observed in the annual Christmas Bird Count[image: External link], sponsored by the Audubon Society[image: External link], and it is known as one of the "birdiest" areas in the United States.[84][85]

San Diego and its backcountry suffer from periodic wildfires. In October 2003, San Diego was the site of the Cedar Fire[image: External link], called the largest wildfire in California over the past century.[86] The fire burned 280,000 acres (1,100 km2), killed 15 people, and destroyed more than 2,200 homes.[87] In addition to damage caused by the fire, smoke resulted in a significant increase in emergency room visits due to asthma, respiratory problems, eye irritation, and smoke inhalation; the poor air quality caused San Diego County schools to close for a week.[88] Wildfires four years later[image: External link] destroyed some areas, particularly within the communities of Rancho Bernardo[image: External link], Rancho Santa Fe[image: External link], and Ramona[image: External link].[89]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	500
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	731
	
	46.2%



	1870[image: External link]
	2,300
	
	214.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	2,637
	
	14.7%



	1890[image: External link]
	16,159
	
	512.8%



	1900[image: External link]
	17,700
	
	9.5%



	1910[image: External link]
	39,578
	
	123.6%



	1920[image: External link]
	74,361
	
	87.9%



	1930[image: External link]
	147,995
	
	99.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	203,341
	
	37.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	334,387
	
	64.4%



	1960[image: External link]
	573,224
	
	71.4%



	1970[image: External link]
	696,769
	
	21.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	875,538
	
	25.7%



	1990[image: External link]
	1,110,549
	
	26.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	1,223,400
	
	10.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	1,307,402
	
	6.9%



	Est. 2016
	1,406,630
	[90]
	7.6%



	Population History of Western

U.S. Cities & Towns, 1850–1990[37]

U.S. Decennial Census[91]






	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	White[image: External link]
	58.9%
	67.1%
	88.9%
	96.9%



	—Non-Hispanic
	45.1%
	58.7%
	78.9%[94]
	n/a



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	6.7%
	9.4%
	7.6%
	2.0%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	28.8%
	20.7%
	10.7%[94]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	15.9%
	11.8%
	2.2%
	1.0%




The city had a population of 1,307,402 according to the 2010 census, distributed over a land area of 372.1 square miles (963.7 km2). The urban area of San Diego extends beyond the administrative city limits and had a total population of 2,956,746, making it the third-largest[image: External link] urban area in the state, after that of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and San Francisco metropolitan area[image: External link]. They, along with the Riverside–San Bernardino[image: External link], form those metropolitan areas in California larger than the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link], with a total population of 3,095,313 at the 2010 census.

As of the Census of 2010[image: External link], there were 1,307,402 people living in the city of San Diego.[95] That represents a population increase of just under 7% from the 1,223,400 people, 450,691 households, and 271,315 families reported in 2000.[96] The estimated city population in 2009 was 1,306,300. The population density was 3,771.9 inhabitants per square mile (1,456.3/km2). The racial makeup of San Diego was 45.1% White[image: External link], 6.7% African American, 0.6% Native American, 15.9% Asian[image: External link] (5.9% Filipino[image: External link], 2.7% Chinese[image: External link], 2.5% Vietnamese[image: External link], 1.3% Indian[image: External link], 1.0% Korean[image: External link], 0.7% Japanese[image: External link], 0.4% Laotian[image: External link], 0.3% Cambodian[image: External link], 0.1% Thai[image: External link]). 0.5% Pacific Islander[image: External link] (0.2% Guamanian[image: External link], 0.1% Samoan[image: External link], 0.1% Native Hawaiian[image: External link]), 12.3% from other races[image: External link], and 5.1% from two or more races. The ethnic makeup of the city was 28.8% Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] (of any race);[97][98] 24.9% of the total population were Mexican American[image: External link], and 0.6% were Puerto Rican[image: External link].

As of December 2012, San Diego has the third-largest homeless[image: External link] population in the United States;[99] the city's homeless population has the largest percentage of homeless veterans[image: External link] in the nation.[99] The population of homeless veterans[image: External link] in San Diego has been reduced to 1,150 people in 2016, from 2,100 in 2009.[100]

As of January 1, 2008 estimates by the San Diego Association of Governments[image: External link] revealed that the household median income for San Diego rose to $66,715, up from $45,733, and that the city population rose to 1,336,865, up 9.3% from 2000.[101] The population was 45.3% non-Hispanic whites[image: External link], down from 78.9% in 1970,[93] 27.7% Hispanics, 15.6% Asians/Pacific Islanders, 7.1% blacks, 0.4% American Indians, and 3.9% from other races. Median age of Hispanics was 27.5 years, compared to 35.1 years overall and 41.6 years among non-Hispanic whites; Hispanics were the largest group in all ages under 18, and non-Hispanic whites constituted 63.1% of population 55 and older.

In 2000 there were 451,126 households out of which 30.2% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 44.6% were married couples living together, 11.4% had a female householder with no husband present, and 39.8% were non-families. Households made up of individuals account for 28.0% and 7.4% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.61 and the average family size was 3.30.

The U.S. Census Bureau reported that in 2000, 24.0% of San Diego residents were under 18, and 10.5% were 65 and over.[102] As of 2011 the median age was 35.6; more than a quarter of residents were under age 20 and 11% were over age 65.[103] Millennials (ages 18 through 34) constitute 27.1% of San Diego's population, the second-highest percentage in a major U.S. city.[104] The San Diego County regional planning agency, SANDAG, provides tables and graphs breaking down the city population into 5-year age groups.[105]

In 2000, the median income for a household[image: External link] in the city was $45,733, and the median income for a family was $53,060.[106] Males had a median income of $36,984 versus $31,076 for females. The per capita income for the city was $23,609.[106] According to Forbes[image: External link] in 2005, San Diego was the fifth wealthiest U.S. city[107] but about 10.6% of families and 14.6% of the population were below the poverty line, including 20.0% of those under age 18 and 7.6% of those age 65 or over.[106] Nonetheless, San Diego was rated the fifth-best place to live in the United States in 2006 by Money[image: External link] magazine.[108]

San Diego was named the ninth-most LGBT-friendly city in the U.S. in 2013.[109] The city also has the seventh-highest percentage[image: External link] of gay residents in the U.S. Additionally in 2013, San Diego State University[image: External link] (SDSU), one of the city's prominent universities, was named one of the top LGBT-friendly campuses in the nation.[110]

According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], 68% of the population of the city identified themselves as Christians[image: External link], with 22% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 32% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs.[111][112] while 27% claim no religious affiliation[image: External link]. The same study says that other religions (including Judaism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], and Hinduism[image: External link]) collectively make up about 5% of the population.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of San Diego[image: External link]


The largest sectors of San Diego's economy are defense/military[image: External link], tourism[image: External link], international trade[image: External link], and research[image: External link]/ manufacturing[image: External link], respectively.[113][114] In 2014, San Diego was designated by a Forbes[image: External link] columnist as the best city in the country to launch a small business or startup company[image: External link].[115]
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 Defense and military




The economy of San Diego is influenced by its deepwater port[image: External link], which includes the only major submarine and shipbuilding yards on the West Coast.[116] Several major national defense contractors were started and are headquartered in San Diego, including General Atomics[image: External link], Cubic[image: External link], and NASSCO[image: External link].[117][118]

San Diego hosts the largest naval fleet in the world:[119] In 2008 it was home to 53 ships, over 120 tenant commands, and more than 35,000 sailors, soldiers, Department of Defense civilian employees and contractors.[120] About 5 percent of all civilian jobs in the county are military-related, and 15,000 businesses in San Diego County rely on Department of Defense contracts.[120]

Military bases in San Diego include US Navy facilities, Marine Corps bases, and Coast Guard[image: External link] stations. The city is "home to the majority of the U.S. Pacific Fleet's surface combatants, all of the Navy's West Coast amphibious ships and a variety of Coast Guard and Military Sealift Command vessels".[120][121]
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 Tourism




Tourism is a major industry owing to the city's climate, beaches[image: External link], and tourist attractions such as Balboa Park[image: External link], Belmont[image: External link] amusement park, San Diego Zoo[image: External link], San Diego Zoo Safari Park[image: External link], and SeaWorld San Diego[image: External link]. San Diego's Spanish and Mexican heritage is reflected in many historic sites across the city, such as Mission San Diego de Alcala[image: External link] and Old Town San Diego State Historic Park[image: External link]. Also, the local craft brewing industry[image: External link] attracts an increasing number of visitors[122] for "beer tours" and the annual San Diego Beer Week in November;[123] San Diego has been called "America's Craft Beer Capital."[124]

San Diego County hosted more than 32 million visitors in 2012; collectively they spent an estimated $8 billion. The visitor industry provides employment for more than 160,000 people.[125]

San Diego's cruise ship industry used to be the second-largest in California. Numerous cruise lines operate out of San Diego. However, cruise ship business has been in decline since 2008, when the Port hosted over 250 ship calls and more than 900,000 passengers. By 2011 the number of ship calls had fallen to 103 (estimated).[126]

Local sight-seeing cruises are offered in San Diego Bay and Mission Bay, as well as whale-watching cruises to observe the migration of gray whales[image: External link], peaking in mid-January.[127] Sport fishing[image: External link] is another popular tourist attraction; San Diego is home to Southern California's biggest sport fishing fleet.[128]
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 International trade




San Diego's commercial port and its location on the United States–Mexico border[image: External link] make international trade an important factor in the city's economy. The city is authorized by the United States government to operate as a Foreign Trade Zone[image: External link].[129]

The city shares a 15-mile (24 km) border with Mexico that includes two border crossings. San Diego hosts the busiest international border crossing in the world, in the San Ysidro neighborhood at the San Ysidro Port of Entry[image: External link].[130] A second, primarily commercial border crossing operates in the Otay Mesa[image: External link] area; it is the largest commercial crossing on the California-Baja California[image: External link] border and handles the third-highest volume of trucks and dollar value of trade among all United States-Mexico land crossings.[131]

One of the Port of San Diego's two cargo[image: External link] facilities is located in Downtown San Diego[image: External link] at the Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal. This terminal has facilities for containers, bulk cargo[image: External link], and refrigerated[image: External link] and frozen storage, so that it can handle the import and export of many commodities.[132] In 2009 the Port of San Diego handled 1,137,054 short tons of total trade; foreign trade accounted for 956,637 short tons while domestic trade amounted to 180,417 short tons.[133]

Historically tuna fishing and canning was one of San Diego's major industries,[134] and although the American tuna fishing fleet is no longer based in San Diego, seafood companies Bumble Bee Foods[image: External link] and Chicken of the Sea[image: External link] are still headquartered there.[135][136]
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 Companies




San Diego hosts several major producers of wireless cellular technology. Qualcomm[image: External link] was founded and is headquartered in San Diego, and is one of the largest private-sector employers in San Diego.[137] Other wireless industry manufacturers headquartered here include Nokia[image: External link], LG Electronics[image: External link],[138] Kyocera International[image: External link].,[139] Cricket Communications[image: External link] and Novatel Wireless.[140] The largest software company in San Diego is security software company Websense[image: External link] Inc.[141] San Diego also has the U.S. headquarters for the Slovakian[image: External link] security company ESET[image: External link].[142] San Diego has been designated as an iHub Innovation Center for collaboration potentially between wireless and life sciences.[143]

The University of California, San Diego[image: External link] and other research institutions have helped to fuel the growth of biotechnology[image: External link].[144] In 2013, San Diego had the second-largest biotech cluster in the United States, below the Boston area[image: External link] and above the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link].[145] There are more than 400 biotechnology companies in the area.[146] In particular, the La Jolla[image: External link] and nearby Sorrento Valley[image: External link] areas are home to offices and research facilities for numerous biotechnology companies.[147] Major biotechnology companies like Illumina[image: External link] and Neurocrine Biosciences[image: External link] are headquartered in San Diego, while many other biotech and pharmaceutical companies have offices or research facilities in San Diego. San Diego is also home to more than 140 contract research organizations[image: External link] (CROs) that provide contract services for pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies.[148]
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 Top employers




See also: List of companies headquartered in San Diego[image: External link]


According to the City's 2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[149] the top employers in the city are:



	Employer
	Employees



	United States Navy[image: External link]
	29,948



	University of California, San Diego[image: External link]
	28,459



	Sharp HealthCare[image: External link]
	16,896



	San Diego County[image: External link]
	16,427



	Qualcomm[image: External link]
	13,725



	San Diego Unified School District[image: External link]
	13,446



	City of San Diego
	10,968



	Dexcom[image: External link]
	10,540



	Kaiser Permanente[image: External link]
	7,549



	Scripps Health[image: External link]
	6,111
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 Real estate




San Diego has high real estate prices. As of May 2015, the median price of a house was $520,000.[150] However, since February 2016, the median home price has dropped to $455,000.[151] The San Diego metropolitan area had one of the worst housing affordability rankings of all metropolitan areas in the United States.[152]

Consequently, San Diego has experienced negative net migration since 2004. A significant number of people moved to adjacent Riverside County[image: External link], commuting daily to jobs in San Diego, while others are leaving the region altogether and moving to more affordable regions.[153]

San Diego home prices peaked in 2005, and then declined along with the national trend. As of December 2010, prices were down 36 percent from the peak.[154] The median home price declined by more than $200,000 between 2005 and 2010.[155]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of San Diego[image: External link]


See also: City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture[image: External link]


Many popular museums, such as the San Diego Museum of Art[image: External link], the San Diego Natural History Museum[image: External link], the San Diego Museum of Man[image: External link], the Museum of Photographic Arts[image: External link], and the San Diego Air & Space Museum[image: External link] are located in Balboa Park, which is also the location of the San Diego Zoo[image: External link]. The Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego[image: External link] (MCASD) is located in La Jolla and has a branch located at the Santa Fe Depot[image: External link] downtown. The downtown branch consists of two building on two opposite streets. The Columbia district[image: External link] downtown is home to historic ship exhibits belonging to the San Diego Maritime Museum[image: External link], headlined by the Star of India[image: External link], as well as the unrelated San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum[image: External link] featuring the USS Midway[image: External link] aircraft carrier.

The San Diego Symphony[image: External link] at Symphony Towers performs on a regular basis and is directed by Jahja Ling[image: External link]. The San Diego Opera[image: External link] at Civic Center Plaza, directed by Ian Campbell, was ranked by Opera America[image: External link] as one of the top 10 opera companies in the United States. Old Globe Theatre[image: External link] at Balboa Park produces about 15 plays and musicals annually. The La Jolla Playhouse[image: External link] at UCSD is directed by Christopher Ashley[image: External link]. Both the Old Globe Theatre and the La Jolla Playhouse have produced the world premieres of plays and musicals that have gone on to win Tony Awards[image: External link][156] or nominations[157] on Broadway. The Joan B. Kroc Theatre at Kroc Center's Performing Arts Center is a 600-seat state-of-the-art theatre that hosts music, dance, and theatre performances. The San Diego Repertory Theatre[image: External link] at the Lyceum Theatres in Horton Plaza produces a variety of plays and musicals. Hundreds of movies and a dozen TV shows have been filmed in San Diego, a tradition going back as far as 1898.[158]
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in San Diego[image: External link]




	Club
	Sport
	Since
	League
	Venue (capacity)
	Attendance



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	1969
	Major League Baseball[image: External link]
	Petco Park[image: External link] (41,200)
	27,103



	San Diego Gulls[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	2015
	American Hockey League[image: External link]
	Valley View Casino Center[image: External link] (13,000)
	8,541




San Diego is home to one major professional team—Major League Baseball[image: External link]'s San Diego Padres[image: External link], who play at Petco Park[image: External link].

From 1961 to the 2016 season, the team hosted a National Football League[image: External link] franchise, the San Diego Chargers[image: External link]. In 2017, they moved to Los Angeles and became the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link].[159]

In two separate stints, the National Basketball Association[image: External link] had a franchise in San Diego, the San Diego Rockets[image: External link] from 1967 to 1971 and the San Diego Clippers[image: External link] from 1978 to 1984. The franchises moved to Houston and Los Angeles respectively.

From 1972 to 1975, San Diego was home to an American Basketball Association[image: External link] team. First named the Conquistadors (a.k.a. "The Q's") the name was changed to the San Diego Sails[image: External link] for the 1975–76 season, but the team folded before completing that campaign.

San Diego hosts three NCAA universities. NCAA Division I[image: External link] San Diego State Aztecs[image: External link] men's and women's basketball[image: External link] games are played at Viejas Arena[image: External link]. Other prominent Aztec sports include college football[image: External link], as well as soccer[image: External link], basketball and volleyball. The San Diego State Aztecs ( MWC[image: External link]) and the San Diego Toreros[image: External link] ( WCC[image: External link]) are NCAA Division I teams. The UCSD Tritons[image: External link] are members of NCAA Division II[image: External link].

San Diego has hosted several sports events. Three NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] championships have been held at Qualcomm Stadium. Two of college football's annual bowl games[image: External link] are also held at Qualcomm Stadium: the Holiday Bowl[image: External link] and the Poinsettia Bowl[image: External link]. Parts of the World Baseball Classic[image: External link] were played at Petco Park in 2006 and 2009.

Qualcomm Stadium also hosts international soccer[image: External link] games and supercross[image: External link] events. Soccer, American football[image: External link], and track and field are also played in Balboa Stadium[image: External link], the city's first stadium, constructed in 1914.[160]

Rugby union[image: External link] is a developing sport in the city. The San Diego Breakers[image: External link] played at Torero Stadium[image: External link] in the only PRO Rugby season[image: External link] before the league folded. The USA Sevens[image: External link], a major international rugby event, was held there from 2007 through 2009. San Diego is represented by Old Mission Beach Athletic Club RFC[image: External link],[161] the former home club of USA Rugby[image: External link]'s former Captain Todd Clever[image: External link].[162] San Diego will participate in the Western American National Rugby League[image: External link] which starts in 2011.[163]

The San Diego Surf[image: External link] of the American Basketball Association[image: External link] is located in the city. The annual Farmers Insurance Open[image: External link] golf tournament (formerly the Buick Invitational) on the PGA Tour[image: External link] occurs at Torrey Pines Golf Course[image: External link]. This course was also the site of the 2008 U.S. Open Golf Championship[image: External link]. The San Diego Yacht Club[image: External link] hosted the America's Cup[image: External link] yacht races three times during the period 1988 to 1995. The amateur beach sport Over-the-line[image: External link] was invented in San Diego,[164] and the annual world Over-the-line championships are held at Mission Bay every year.[165]
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 Government
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 Local government




See also: Mayor of San Diego[image: External link], San Diego City Council[image: External link], and Government of San Diego County[image: External link]


The city is governed by a mayor and a nine-member city council. In 2006, its government changed from a council–manager government[image: External link] to a strong mayor government[image: External link], as decided by a citywide vote in 2004. The mayor is in effect the chief executive officer of the city, while the council is the legislative body.[166] The City of San Diego is responsible for police[image: External link], public safety, streets, water and sewer service, planning and zoning, and similar services within its borders. San Diego is a sanctuary city[image: External link],[167] however, San Diego County is a participant of the Secure Communities[image: External link] program.[168][169] As of 2011, the city had one employee for every 137 residents, with a payroll greater than $733 million.[170]

The members of the city council are each elected from single member districts within the city. The mayor and city attorney are elected directly by the voters of the entire city. The mayor, city attorney, and council members are elected to four-year terms, with a two-term limit.[171] Elections are held on a non-partisan basis per California state law; nevertheless, most officeholders do identify themselves as either Democrats or Republicans. In 2007, registered Democrats outnumbered Republicans by about 7 to 6 in the city,[172] and Democrats currently (as of 2015) hold a 5–4 majority in the city council. The current mayor, Kevin Faulconer[image: External link], is a Republican.

San Diego is part of San Diego County[image: External link], and includes all or part of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts of the San Diego County Board of Supervisors[image: External link],[173] Other county officers elected in part by city residents include the Sheriff[image: External link], District Attorney[image: External link], Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk, and Treasurer/Tax Collector.

Areas of the city immediately adjacent to San Diego Bay[image: External link] (" tidelands[image: External link]") are administered by the Port of San Diego[image: External link], a quasi-governmental agency which owns all the property in the tidelands and is responsible for its land use planning, policing, and similar functions. San Diego is a member of the regional planning agency San Diego Association of Governments[image: External link] (SANDAG). Public schools within the city are managed and funded by independent school districts (see above[image: External link]).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 State and federal representation




In the California State Senate[image: External link], San Diego covers the 38th[image: External link], 39th[image: External link] and 40th[image: External link] districts,[174] represented by Joel Anderson[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]), Toni Atkins[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), and Ben Hueso[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), respectively.

In the California State Assembly[image: External link], San Diego covers the 77th[image: External link], 78th[image: External link], 79th[image: External link], and 80th[image: External link] districts,[175] represented by Brian Maienschein[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]), and Todd Gloria[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), Shirley Weber[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), and Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), respectively.

In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], San Diego covers California's 49th[image: External link], 50th[image: External link], 51st[image: External link], 52nd[image: External link], and 53rd[image: External link] congressional districts,[176] represented by Darrell Issa[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]), Duncan D. Hunter[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]), Juan Vargas[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), Scott Peters[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), and Susan Davis[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), respectively.
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 Major scandals




San Diego was the site of the 1912 San Diego free speech fight[image: External link], in which the city restricted speech, vigilantes brutalized and tortured anarchists, and the San Diego Police Department[image: External link] killed an IWW member.

In 1916, rainmaker[image: External link] Charles Hatfield[image: External link] was blamed for $4 million in damages and accused of causing San Diego's worst flood[image: External link], during which about 20 Japanese American[image: External link] farmers died.[177]

Then-mayor Roger Hedgecock[image: External link] was forced to resign his post in 1985, after he was found guilty of one count of conspiracy and twelve counts of perjury, related to the alleged failure to report all campaign contributions.[178][179] After a series of appeals, the twelve perjury counts were dismissed in 1990 based on claims of juror misconduct; the remaining conspiracy count was reduced to a misdemeanor and then dismissed.[180]

A 2002 scheme to underfund pensions for city employees led to the San Diego pension scandal[image: External link]. This resulted in the resignation of newly re-elected Mayor Dick Murphy[image: External link][181] and the criminal indictment of six pension board members.[182] Those charges were finally dismissed by a federal judge in 2010.[183]

On November 28, 2005, U.S. Congressman Randy "Duke" Cunningham[image: External link] resigned after being convicted on federal bribery charges. He had represented California's 50th congressional district[image: External link], which includes much of the northern portion of the city of San Diego. In 2006, Cunningham was sentenced to a 100-month prison sentence.[184]

In 2005 two city council members, Ralph Inzunza[image: External link] and Deputy Mayor Michael Zucchet[image: External link] – who briefly took over as acting mayor when Murphy resigned – were convicted of extortion, wire fraud[image: External link], and conspiracy to commit wire fraud for taking campaign contributions from a strip club owner and his associates, allegedly in exchange for trying to repeal the city's "no touch" laws at strip clubs.[185] Both subsequently resigned. Inzunza was sentenced to 21 months in prison.[186] In 2009, a judge acquitted Zucchet on seven out of the nine counts against him, and granted his petition for a new trial on the other two charges;[187] the remaining charges were eventually dropped.[188]

In July 2013, three former supporters of mayor Bob Filner[image: External link] asked him to resign because of allegations of repeated sexual harassment[image: External link].[189] Over the ensuing six weeks, 18 women came forward to publicly claim that Filner had sexually harassed them,[190] and multiple individuals and groups called for him to resign. Filner agreed to resign effective August 30, 2013, subsequently pleaded guilty to one felony count of false imprisonment and two misdemeanor battery charges, and was sentenced to house arrest and probation.[191][192]
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 Crime




San Diego was ranked as the 20th-safest city in America in 2013 by Business Insider[image: External link].[193] According to Forbes[image: External link] magazine, San Diego was the ninth-safest city in the top 10 list of safest cities in the U.S. in 2010.[194] Like most major cities, San Diego had a declining crime rate from 1990 to 2000. Crime in San Diego increased in the early 2000s.[195][196][197] In 2004, San Diego had the sixth lowest crime rate of any U.S. city with over half a million residents.[197] From 2002 to 2006, the crime rate overall dropped 0.8%, though not evenly by category. While violent crime[image: External link] decreased 12.4% during this period, property crime increased 1.1%. Total property crimes per 100,000 people were lower than the national average in 2008.[198]

According to Uniform Crime Report[image: External link] statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) in 2010, there were 5,616 violent crimes and 30,753 property crimes. Of these, the violent crimes consisted of forcible rapes, 73 robberies and 170 aggravated assaults, while 6,387 burglaries, 17,977 larceny-thefts, 6,389 motor vehicle thefts and 155 acts of arson defined the property offenses.[199] In 2013, San Diego had the lowest murder rate of the ten largest cities in the United States.[200]
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 Education




Main article: Primary and secondary schools in San Diego[image: External link]


Public schools[image: External link] in San Diego are operated by independent school districts[image: External link]. The majority of the public schools in the city are served by the San Diego Unified School District[image: External link], the second-largest school district in California, which includes 11 K-8 schools, 107 elementary schools, 24 middle schools, 13 atypical and alternative schools, 28 high schools, and 45 charter schools[image: External link].[201]

Several adjacent school districts which are headquartered outside the city limits serve some schools within the city; these include the Poway Unified School District[image: External link], Del Mar Union School District[image: External link], San Dieguito Union High School District[image: External link] and Sweetwater Union High School District[image: External link]. In addition, there are a number of private schools in the city.
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 Colleges and universities




According to education rankings released by the U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link], 40.4 percent of San Diegans ages 25 and older hold bachelor's degrees[image: External link]. The census ranks the city as the ninth-most educated city in the United States based on these figures.[202]

Public colleges and universities in the city include San Diego State University[image: External link] (SDSU), University of California, San Diego[image: External link] (UCSD), and the San Diego Community College District[image: External link], which includes San Diego City College[image: External link], San Diego Mesa College[image: External link], and San Diego Miramar College[image: External link].

Private colleges and universities in the city include University of San Diego[image: External link] (USD), Point Loma Nazarene University[image: External link] (PLNU), Alliant International University[image: External link] (AIU), National University[image: External link], California International Business University[image: External link] (CIBU), San Diego Christian College[image: External link], John Paul the Great Catholic University[image: External link], California College San Diego[image: External link], Coleman University[image: External link], University of Redlands[image: External link] School of Business, Design Institute of San Diego (DISD), Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s San Diego campus, NewSchool of Architecture and Design[image: External link], Pacific Oaks College[image: External link] San Diego Campus, Chapman University[image: External link]'s San Diego Campus, The Art Institute of California – San Diego[image: External link], Platt College[image: External link], Southern States University[image: External link] (SSU), UEI College[image: External link], and Woodbury University[image: External link] School of Architecture's satellite campus.

There is one medical school in the city, the UCSD School of Medicine[image: External link]. There are three ABA[image: External link] accredited law schools in the city, which include California Western School of Law[image: External link], Thomas Jefferson School of Law[image: External link], and University of San Diego School of Law[image: External link]. There is also one law school, Western Sierra Law School[image: External link], not accredited by the ABA.
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 Libraries




The city-run San Diego Public Library[image: External link] system is headquartered downtown and has 36 branches throughout the city.[203] The newest location is in Skyline Hills, which broke ground in 2015.[204] The libraries have had reduced operating hours since 2003 due to the city's financial problems. In 2006 the city increased spending on libraries by $2.1 million.[205] A new nine-story Central Library on Park Boulevard at J Street opened on September 30, 2013.[206]

In addition to the municipal public library system, there are nearly two dozen libraries open to the public run by other governmental agencies, and by schools, colleges, and universities.[207] Noteworthy are the Malcolm A. Love Library[image: External link] at San Diego State University, and the Geisel Library[image: External link] at the University of California, San Diego.
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 Media




See also: Media in San Diego[image: External link]


Published within the city are the daily newspaper, U-T San Diego[image: External link] and its online portal of the same name,[208] and the alternative newsweeklies, the San Diego CityBeat[image: External link] and San Diego Reader[image: External link]. Times of San Diego[image: External link] is a free online newspaper covering news in the metropolitan area. Voice of San Diego[image: External link] is a non-profit online news outlet covering government, politics, education, neighborhoods, and the arts. The San Diego Daily Transcript is a business-oriented daily newspaper.

San Diego led U.S. local markets with 69.6 percent broadband penetration in 2004 according to Nielsen//NetRatings[image: External link].[209]

San Diego's first television station was KFMB[image: External link], which began broadcasting on May 16, 1949.[210] Since the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) licensed seven television stations in Los Angeles, two VHF[image: External link] channels were available for San Diego because of its relative proximity to the larger city. In 1952, however, the FCC began licensing UHF[image: External link] channels, making it possible for cities such as San Diego to acquire more stations. Stations based in Mexico (with ITU prefixes[image: External link] of XE and XH) also serve the San Diego market. Television stations today include XHTJB[image: External link] 3 (Once TV[image: External link]), XETV[image: External link] 6 (Canal 5[image: External link]), KFMB[image: External link] 8 ( CBS[image: External link], with CW[image: External link] on DT2), KGTV[image: External link] 10 ( ABC[image: External link]), XEWT[image: External link] 12 (Televisa Regional[image: External link]), KPBS[image: External link] 15 ( PBS[image: External link]), KBNT-CD[image: External link] 17 ( Univision[image: External link]), XHTIT-TDT[image: External link] 21 (Azteca 7[image: External link]), XHJK-TDT[image: External link] 27 (Azteca 13[image: External link]), XHAS[image: External link] 33 ( Telemundo[image: External link]), K35DG-D[image: External link] 35 ( UCSD-TV[image: External link]), KDTF-LD[image: External link] 51 ( Telefutura[image: External link]), KNSD[image: External link] 39 ( NBC[image: External link]), KZSD-LP[image: External link] 41 (Azteca America[image: External link]), KSEX-CD[image: External link] 42 (Infomercials), XHBJ-TDT[image: External link] 45 (Gala TV[image: External link]), XHDTV[image: External link] 49 ( MNTV[image: External link]), KUSI[image: External link] 51 (Independent), XHUAA-TDT[image: External link] 57 (Canal de las Estrellas[image: External link]), and KSWB-TV[image: External link] 69 ( Fox[image: External link]). San Diego has an 80.6 percent cable penetration rate.[211]

Due to the ratio of U.S. and Mexican-licensed stations, San Diego is the largest media market[image: External link] in the United States that is legally unable to support a television station duopoly[image: External link] between two full-power stations under FCC[image: External link] regulations, which disallow duopolies in metropolitan areas with fewer than nine full-power television stations and require that there must be eight unique station owners that remain once a duopoly is formed (there are only seven full-power stations on the California side of the San Diego-Tijuana market).[citation needed[image: External link]] Though the E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] owns KGTV and KZSD-LP, they are not considered a duopoly under the FCC's legal definition as common ownership between full-power and low-power[image: External link] television stations in the same market is permitted regardless to the number of stations licensed to the area. As a whole, the Mexico side of the San Diego-Tijuana market has two duopolies and one triopoly (Entravision Communications[image: External link] owns both XHAS-TV[image: External link] and XHDTV-TV, Azteca[image: External link] owns XHJK-TV[image: External link] and XHTIT-TV[image: External link], and Grupo Televisa[image: External link] owns XHUAA-TV[image: External link] and XHWT-TV[image: External link] along with being the license holder for XETV-TV, which was formerly managed by California-based subsidiary Bay City Television[image: External link]).

San Diego's television market is limited to only San Diego county[image: External link]. The Imperial Valley[image: External link] has its own market (which also extends into western Arizona[image: External link]), while neighboring Orange[image: External link] and Riverside[image: External link] counties are part of the Los Angeles market. (Sometimes in the past, a missing network affiliate in the Imperial Valley would be available on cable TV from San Diego.)

The radio stations in San Diego include nationwide broadcaster, iHeartMedia[image: External link]; CBS Radio[image: External link], Midwest Television, Entercom Communications[image: External link], Finest City Broadcasting, and many other smaller stations and networks. Stations include: KOGO AM 600[image: External link], KFMB AM 760[image: External link], KCEO AM 1000[image: External link], KCBQ AM 1170[image: External link], K-Praise[image: External link], KLSD AM 1360[image: External link] Air America[image: External link], KFSD 1450 AM[image: External link], KPBS-FM[image: External link] 89.5, Channel 933[image: External link], Star 94.1[image: External link], FM 94/9[image: External link], FM News and Talk 95.7[image: External link], Q96[image: External link] 96.1, KyXy[image: External link] 96.5, Free Radio San Diego[image: External link] (AKA Pirate Radio[image: External link] San Diego) 96.9FM FRSD, KSON[image: External link] 97.3/92.1, KXSN[image: External link] 98.1, Jack-FM 100.7[image: External link], 101.5 KGB-FM[image: External link], KLVJ[image: External link] 102.1, Rock 105.3[image: External link], and another Pirate Radio[image: External link] station at 106.9FM, as well as a number of local Spanish-language radio stations.
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 Utilities




Water is supplied to residents by the Water Department of the City of San Diego. The city receives most of its water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California[image: External link].

Gas and electric utilities are provided by San Diego Gas & Electric[image: External link], a division of Sempra Energy[image: External link].
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 Street lights




In the mid-20th century the city had mercury vapor[image: External link] street lamps. In 1978, the city decided to replace them with more efficient sodium vapor[image: External link] lamps. This triggered an outcry from astronomers at Palomar Observatory[image: External link] 60 miles (97 km) north of the city, concerned that the new lamps would increase light pollution and hinder astronomical observation.[212] The city altered its lighting regulations to limit light pollution within 30 miles (48 km) of Palomar.[213]

In 2011, the city announced plans to upgrade 80% of its street lighting to new energy-efficient lights that use induction technology[image: External link], a modified form of fluorescent lamp producing a broader spectrum than sodium-vapor lamps. The new system is predicted to save $2.2 million per year in energy and maintenance.[214] The city stated the changes would "make our neighborhoods safer."[214] They also increase light pollution[image: External link].[215]

In 2014, San Diego announced plans to become the first U.S. city to install cyber-controlled street lighting, using an "intelligent" lighting system to control 3,000 LED street lights.[216]
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Main articles: Transportation in San Diego[image: External link] and Streets and highways of San Diego[image: External link]


With the automobile being the primary means of transportation for over 80 percent of residents, San Diego is served by a network of freeways and highways. This includes Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south to Tijuana[image: External link] and north to Los Angeles; Interstate 8[image: External link], which runs east to Imperial County[image: External link] and the Arizona Sun Corridor[image: External link]; Interstate 15, which runs northeast through the Inland Empire[image: External link] to Las Vegas[image: External link] and Salt Lake City[image: External link]; and Interstate 805[image: External link], which splits from I-5 near the Mexican border and rejoins I-5 at Sorrento Valley[image: External link].

Major state highways include SR 94[image: External link], which connects downtown with I-805, I-15 and East County[image: External link]; SR 163[image: External link], which connects downtown with the northeast part of the city, intersects I-805 and merges with I-15 at Miramar[image: External link]; SR 52[image: External link], which connects La Jolla with East County[image: External link] through Santee[image: External link] and SR 125[image: External link]; SR 56[image: External link], which connects I-5 with I-15 through Carmel Valley[image: External link] and Rancho Peñasquitos[image: External link]; SR 75[image: External link], which spans San Diego Bay[image: External link] as the San Diego-Coronado Bridge[image: External link], and also passes through South San Diego[image: External link] as Palm Avenue; and SR 905[image: External link], which connects I-5 and I-805 to the Otay Mesa Port of Entry[image: External link].

The stretch of SR 163 that passes through Balboa Park is San Diego's oldest freeway, and has been called one of America's most beautiful parkways.[217]

San Diego's roadway system provides an extensive network of cycle routes. Its dry and mild climate makes cycling a convenient year-round option; however, the city's hilly terrain and long average trip distances make cycling less practicable. Older and denser neighborhoods around the downtown tend to be utility cycling[image: External link] oriented. This is partly because of the grid street patterns now absent in newer developments farther from the urban core, where suburban style arterial roads are much more common. As a result, a majority of cycling is recreational. In 2006, San Diego was rated the best city (with a population over 1 million) for cycling in the U.S.[218]

San Diego is served by the San Diego Trolley[image: External link] light rail system,[219] by the SDMTS bus system[image: External link],[220] and by Coaster[image: External link][221] and Amtrak Pacific Surfliner[image: External link][222] commuter rail; northern San Diego county[image: External link] is also served by the Sprinter[image: External link] light rail line.[223] The Trolley primarily serves downtown and surrounding urban communities, Mission Valley[image: External link], east county, and coastal south bay. A planned Mid-Coast extension of the Trolley will operate from Old Town[image: External link] to University City[image: External link] and the University of California, San Diego[image: External link] along the I-5 Freeway, with planned operation by 2018. The Amtrak and Coaster trains currently run along the coastline and connect San Diego with Los Angeles, Orange County, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura via Metrolink[image: External link] and the Pacific Surfliner. There are two Amtrak stations in San Diego, in Old Town[image: External link] and the Santa Fe Depot[image: External link] downtown. San Diego transit information about public transportation and commuting is available on the Web and by dialing "511" from any phone in the area.[224]

The city has two major commercial airports within or near its city limits. Downtown San Diego International Airport[image: External link] (SAN), also known as Lindbergh Field, is the busiest single-runway airport in the United States.[225] It served over 17 million passengers in 2005, and is dealing with larger numbers every year.[225] It is located on San Diego Bay, three miles (4.8 km) from downtown, and maintains scheduled flights to the rest of the United States (including Hawaii), as well as to Canada, Mexico, Japan, and the United Kingdom. It is operated by an independent agency, the San Diego Regional Airport Authority. Tijuana International Airport[image: External link] has a terminal within the city limits in the Otay Mesa[image: External link] district connected to the rest of the airport in Tijuana[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link] via the Cross Border Xpress[image: External link] cross-border footbridge. It is the primary airport for flights to the rest of Mexico, and offers connections via Mexico City to the rest of Latin America. In addition, the city has two general-aviation airports, Montgomery Field[image: External link] (MYF) and Brown Field[image: External link] (SDM).[226]

Recent regional transportation projects have sought to mitigate congestion, including improvements to local freeways, expansion of San Diego Airport, and doubling the capacity of the cruise ship terminal. Freeway projects included expansion of Interstates 5 and 805 around "The Merge" where these two freeways meet, as well as expansion of Interstate 15 through North County, which includes new high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) "managed lanes". A tollway (The South Bay Expressway) connects SR 54 and Otay Mesa, near the Mexican border. According to an assessment in 2007, 37 percent of city streets were in acceptable condition. However, the proposed budget fell $84.6 million short of bringing streets up to an acceptable level.[227] Expansion at the port has included a second cruise terminal on Broadway Pier[image: External link], opened in 2010. Airport projects include expansion of Terminal Two.[228]
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Main article: List of people from San Diego[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




San Diego has 16 sister cities, as designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link]:[229]



	
Alcalá de Henares[image: External link], Spain

	
Campinas[image: External link], Brazil

	
Cúcuta[image: External link], Colombia

	
Cavite City[image: External link], Philippines

	
Edinburgh[image: External link], Scotland, United Kingdom[230][231]


	
Jalalabad[image: External link], Afghanistan

	
Jeonju[image: External link], South Korea

	
León[image: External link], Mexico

	
Perth[image: External link], Australia

	
Quanzhou[image: External link], China[232]


	
Taichung City[image: External link], Taiwan

	
Tema[image: External link], Ghana

	
Tijuana[image: External link], Mexico

	
Vladivostok[image: External link], Russia

	
Warsaw[image: External link], Poland[233]


	
Yantai[image: External link], China

	
Yokohama[image: External link], Japan[234]
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	1858 San Diego hurricane[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official precipitation records for San Diego were kept at the Weather Bureau Office in downtown from October 1850 to December 1859 at the Mission San Diego[image: External link] and from November 1871 to June 1939 and a variety of buildings at downtown, and at San Diego Int'l (Lindbergh Field) since July 1939.[74] Temperature records, however, only date from October 1874. For more information on data coverage, see ThreadEx[image: External link]
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For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by Oregon[image: External link] to the north, Nevada[image: External link], to the east and northeast, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and it shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] to the south. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles[image: External link] is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][13] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[14] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[15] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[16] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[15] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[17]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[18]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[19][20] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[21] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[22][23][24] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][25]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[26] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[27]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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Main article: History of California[image: External link]
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 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[28] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[29] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[30] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[31]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles[image: External link] and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].
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 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[33]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[34] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[35] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[36] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[37] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[38] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[37]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[39] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[40]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[41]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[42] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[43] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[44] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[45] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[46]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[47] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[48] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[49] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[50] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[51] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[52] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[51] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[53]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[34] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[54] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[55]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York[image: External link] and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[56] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[57] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[57][58] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[59] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[60] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[61] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[62]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[63]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[65] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[66][67] and Northern California[image: External link], comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[68][69]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[70] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[71][72]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[73]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[74][75] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link]
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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 Ecology




Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[77]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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 Flora and fauna




Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[78] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[79]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[80]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[80]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[81]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[80][82]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[80]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[80][83][84][85]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[80][86]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[80]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[80]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[87] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[88][89] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[80] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[90] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[90]
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Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, and the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California[image: External link]

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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Main article: Demographics of California[image: External link]
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[91][92][93]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][51][94]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,250,017 on July 1, 2016, a 5.4% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[95] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[95] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[96] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[97]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[98] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[99][100] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[101][102] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[104]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[105] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[106][107][108] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[109][110]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[112] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[113] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[114] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[114] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[113] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[113][115]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[116] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[117] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[118][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[119] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[120] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[119]
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According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[121]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American[image: External link]


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[121]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[122]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[123]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[93] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[124] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[115] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[125]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[126]
	1990[126]
	2000[127]
	2010[128]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black[image: External link]
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	2013 population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian[image: External link]
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry













	Ancestry
	2010 Population[130]

	Percentage of Total Population



	White, not Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	15,763,625
	42.3%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	14,013,719
	37.6%



	Mexican[image: External link]
	11,423,146
	30.6%



	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	573,956
	1.5%



	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	332,737
	0.8%



	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	189,945
	0.5%



	Colombian[image: External link]
	164,416
	0.4%



	Spaniard[image: External link]
	142,194
	0.3%



	Nicaraguan[image: External link]
	100,790
	0.2%



	Peruvian[image: External link]
	91,511
	0.2%



	Cuban[image: External link]
	88,607
	0.2%



	Honduran[image: External link]
	72,795
	0.1%



	Argentinean[image: External link]
	44,410
	0.1%



	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	35,750
	0.09%



	Chilean[image: External link]
	24,006
	0.06%



	Costa Rican[image: External link]
	22,469
	0.06%



	Panamanian[image: External link]
	17,768
	0.04%



	Bolivian[image: External link]
	13,351
	0.03%



	Dominican[image: External link]
	11,455
	0.03%



	Venezuelan[image: External link]
	11,100
	0.02%



	Uruguayan[image: External link]
	4,110
	0.01%



	Paraguayan[image: External link]
	1,228
	0.003%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,556,592
	14.9%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	1,474,707
	3.9%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (except Taiwanese)
	1,349,111
	3.6%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	647,589
	1.7%



	Indian[image: External link]
	590,445
	1.5%



	Korean[image: External link]
	505,225
	1.3%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	428,014
	1.1%



	Okinawan[image: External link]
	1,377
	0.003%



	Taiwanese[image: External link]
	109,928
	0.2%



	Cambodian[image: External link]
	102,317
	0.2%



	Hmong[image: External link]
	91,224
	0.2%



	Laotian[image: External link]
	69,303
	0.2%



	Thai[image: External link]
	67,707
	0.1%



	Pakistani[image: External link]
	53,474
	0.1%



	Indonesian[image: External link]
	39,506
	0.1%



	Sri Lankan[image: External link]
	11,929
	0.03%



	Bangladeshi[image: External link]
	10,494
	0.02%



	Nepalese[image: External link]
	6,231
	0.01%



	Malaysian[image: External link]
	5,595
	0.01%



	Mongolian[image: External link]
	4,993
	0.01%



	Singaporean[image: External link]
	1,513
	0.004%



	Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]
	2,683,914
	7.2%



	Multiracial[image: External link] (two or more races)
	1,815,384
	4.8%



	American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]
	723,225
	1.9%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	286,145
	0.7%



	Polynesian[image: External link]
	157,104
	0.4%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	74,932
	0.2%



	Samoan[image: External link]
	60,876
	0.1%



	Tongan[image: External link]]
	22,893
	0.06%



	Micronesian[image: External link]
	49,197
	0.1%



	Guamanian or Chamorro[image: External link]
	44,425
	0.1%



	Melanesian[image: External link]
	24,203
	0.06%



	Fijian[image: External link]
	24,059
	0.06%



	Total
	37,253,956
	100%
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 Languages






	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[131]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[132][133][134]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[135] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[115][113] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[136][137] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[138] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken American English[image: External link] in California since the late 20th century. This variety, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from varieties of American English used in other regions of the United States.[139]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[140]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[141]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[141] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[143] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[144]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[145]
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 Sports




Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[146]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Team
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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 Education




Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[147]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[148]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[149]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[150] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[151][152][153] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[153][154] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[157] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[157] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[158][159] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[160] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[161]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[162] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[163] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[163]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[164] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[164] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[165] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[166] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[167] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[168]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[169] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[170] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[171] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[172] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[173]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[174][175] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[176] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[177] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[178] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[179][180]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[181]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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 Infrastructure
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 Energy




Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[182] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[183]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[184] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[185]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[186][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[188][189] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[190]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[191] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[192] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[193]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[194]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[195] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[196]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[197] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[198] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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 Water




Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[199] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[200] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[201]
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 Government and politics
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 Armed forces






In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[202]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[203] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[204]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[205] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[206]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[207] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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 Government




Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[208] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[209] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[209] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[209]

California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][210]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[211]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][212] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[213] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[214][215]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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 Local government




Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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 Counties




See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[216][217] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[218]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[104] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[219] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[219]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[220] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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 Ideology




Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[221]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[223] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[224]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[225] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[225] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[225]
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 See also





	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California
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 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[103]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[187]
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Clairemont High School






Not to be confused with Claremont High School (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Clairemont High School is a public high school[image: External link] serving grades 9-12. It is located in the community of Clairemont Mesa[image: External link], San Diego[image: External link], California, United States. It is part of the San Diego Unified School District[image: External link]. The campus is situated close to the intersection of Balboa Avenue and Clairemont Drive. It has approximately 1,350 students and 87 certified staff members.[1] It is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges[image: External link].
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 History




The school is named after the Clairemont community in which it is located.

When Clairemont opened its doors in 1958, it consisted of no senior class, a junior class (class of 1960) consisting mostly of transfers from Mission Bay High School[image: External link] in nearby Pacific Beach[image: External link] and Kearny High School[image: External link], and a sophomore class (class of 1961) coming from its neighbor, Marston Junior High. There was no freshman class.

Ritchie Valens[image: External link], who at the time had two hits on the charts, "La Bamba[image: External link]" and "Donna," played at Clairemont High School's opening.[2]

In 1960, the two school's closest rivals were Kearny High School and Mission Bay High. Their current rivals are crosstown locals Madison High[image: External link].

Mary Catherine Swanson started the AVID[image: External link] program at Clairemont High in 1980 with 32 students.

Clairemont High includes a program for highly gifted[image: External link] students (those who scored in the 99.9th percentile on a mental ability test) called the GATE[image: External link] Seminar program.
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 Sports




In 2014 Clairemont's varsity softball team won the CIF Division III title by defeating Brawley 3-0. [3]

Clairemont has a variety of sports teams. The most attended game is football. The last time the football team won CIF[image: External link] was in 1981. The team made the playoffs[image: External link] in 1962, 1991, 1994, 2004, 2006, 2012 and 2013.

Clairemont has a long distance running tradition and won CIF championships in girls' cross country in 2009 and 2010.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Clairemont's mascot[image: External link] is the Chieftain, the school newspaper is The Arrow', and the annual is The Calumet (which is a ceremonial pipe used for special occasions by early native American tribes).
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 In popular culture




The movie Fast Times at Ridgemont High[image: External link] (and the book published first) were inspired by author Cameron Crowe[image: External link]'s undercover research at Clairemont High School during the 1978-79 school year.[4]

A track on the band Pierce The Veil[image: External link]'s album Selfish Machines[image: External link] is titled "Fast Times At Clairemont High".
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 Notable alumni





	
Jennifer Batten[image: External link], class of 1975, solo guitarist, toured with Jeff Beck[image: External link] and Michael Jackson[image: External link]


	
Mike Fuentes[image: External link], drummer for Pierce the Veil

	
Vic Fuentes[image: External link], vocals and rhythm guitar for Pierce the Veil

	
Mo Gaffney[image: External link], class of 1976, actress and comedian

	
Bob Geren[image: External link], class of 1979, baseball player, former manager of the Oakland Athletics[image: External link] and bench coach of the New York Mets[image: External link] is currently the major league bench coach under Dave Roberts for the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]


	
Gary Whaley, class of 1980, baseball player, was drafted and signed professional MLB baseball minor league contract with the Detroit Tigers[image: External link] in 1982

	
Kristen R. Ghodsee[image: External link], class of 1988, writer and professor

	
Barbara Haskell[image: External link], class of 1964, curator of theb Whitney Museum of American Art, 1975-present

	
Ken Henderson[image: External link], former Major League Baseball player, 1965-1980[5]


	
Kris Jenner, class of 1973, stars on reality TV show Keeping Up With The Kardashians[image: External link][6]


	
Kevin Mitchell[image: External link], baseball player and 1989 National League MVP, San Francisco Giants[image: External link]


	
Tony Muser[image: External link], former Major League Baseball manager.

	
David Oliver[image: External link], class of 1980, actor, Another World[image: External link], A Year in the Life[image: External link], and 21 Jump Street[image: External link]


	
Andy Rathbone[image: External link], class of 1980, author of a number of ...for Dummies books about Microsoft Windows[image: External link], as well as other computing books

	
Thomas A. Shannon, Jr.[image: External link], class of 1976, Assistant Secretary of State

	
Bob Taylor[image: External link], class of 1972, luthier[image: External link] and founder of Taylor Guitars[image: External link]


	
Jerry Trainor[image: External link], class of 1995, actor

	
Luís Alberto Urrea[image: External link], class of 1973, poet, novelist, and essayist

	
Kelly Ward[image: External link], class of 1974, actor, played Putzie in the film Grease[image: External link]


	
Kendra Wilkinson[image: External link], class of 2003, Playboy model and reality-television personality

	
Mike Winters[image: External link], class of 1976, Major League Baseball umpire, 1990-present
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Keeping Up with the Kardashians






Keeping Up with the Kardashians (often abbreviated KUWTK) is an American reality television series that airs on the E! cable network. The show focuses on the personal and professional lives of the Kardashian–Jenner blended family[image: External link]. Its premise originated with Ryan Seacrest, who also serves as an executive producer[image: External link]. The series debuted on October 14, 2007 and has subsequently become one of the longest-running reality television series in the country; the thirteenth season of the series premiered on March 12, 2017.

The series focuses mainly on sisters Kim, Khloé, Kourtney Kardashian and their half-sisters Kendall and Kylie Jenner[image: External link]. It also features their parents Kris and Caitlyn Jenner (previously known as Bruce Jenner), and brother Rob Kardashian. The significant others of the Kardashian sisters have also appeared on the show, including Kourtney's boyfriend Scott Disick and Khloé's ex-husband Lamar Odom. Caitlyn's son Brody made cameo appearances in the early seasons before joining the show to appear regularly, along with his brother Brandon[image: External link], and Brandon's wife, Leah[image: External link]. Kim's friend Jonathan Cheban and Khloé's friend Malika Haqq have also been part of the show.

Keeping Up with the Kardashians has received very poor critical reviews since its premiere. It is often criticized for the high degree of emphasis on the "famous for being famous[image: External link]" concept, and for appearing to fabricate some aspects of its storylines. Several critics also noted the show's lack of intelligence, and described the family as "self-absorbed" and "desperate" for fame. However, some critics recognized the reality series as a "guilty pleasure[image: External link]" and acknowledged the family's success. Despite the negative reviews, Keeping Up with the Kardashians has attracted high viewership ratings, becoming one of the network's most successful shows and winning several audience awards[image: External link].

The series' success has led additionally to the creation of numerous spin-off series, including: Kourtney and Kim Take Miami, Kourtney and Kim Take New York, Khloé & Lamar, Kourtney and Khloé Take The Hamptons, Dash Dolls, Rob & Chyna[image: External link] and soon, Life of Kylie. The network has also broadcast several television specials featuring special events involving members of the family.
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 Background




Robert Kardashian (1944–2003) and Kristen Mary "Kris" Houghton (born 1955) married in 1978, and had four children together: daughters Kourtney (born 1979), Kim (born 1980), and Khloé (born 1984), and son Rob (born 1987). The couple divorced in 1991. In 1994, Robert rose to prominence when he defended O. J. Simpson for the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman[image: External link] during the O.J. Simpson trial[image: External link].[1][2] In 1991, Kris married retired Olympic decathlon[image: External link] champion Bruce Jenner (born 1949; now known as Caitlyn Jenner after undergoing a gender transition[image: External link] in 2015).[3] Bruce and Kris had two daughters together, Kendall (born 1995) and Kylie[image: External link] (born 1997). Robert died in 2003, eight weeks after being diagnosed with esophageal cancer.[4] The Kardashian sisters began appearing in the media spotlight more often. In 2004, Kim became a personal stylist for recording artist Brandy Norwood[image: External link]. She eventually developed into a full-time stylist, and was a personal shopper and stylist for actress Lindsay Lohan[image: External link].[5] Khloé, Kim and Kourtney ventured further into fashion, opening a high fashion boutique Dash[image: External link] in Calabasas, California[image: External link]. Throughout Kim's early career, she was involved in some high-profile relationships including Brandy Norwood's brother, singer Ray J[image: External link], and later, singer Nick Lachey[image: External link].[5] In 2006, Kourtney starred in her first reality television series, Filthy Rich: Cattle Drive[image: External link].[6] In February 2007, a home sex video[image: External link] that Kim made with Ray J years earlier was leaked.[7] Vivid Entertainment[image: External link] bought the rights for $1 million and released the film as Kim Kardashian: Superstar on February 21.[7] Kim sued Vivid for ownership of the tape, but dropped the suit in April 2007 settling[image: External link] with Vivid Entertainment for $5 million.[8] It is often assumed that the release of the sex tape was a major contributor to the rising fame of Kim Kardashian and her family.[9]
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 Production
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 Development




The idea of creating a reality series originated in 2006 when Kris Jenner showed an interest in appearing on a television show together with her family.[11] Jenner commented: "Everybody thinks that [my children] could create a bunch of drama in their lives, but it's something that I felt I didn't even have to think about. It would be natural."[12] Producer Ryan Seacrest, who had his own production company, decided to develop the idea, having the popular family-based show The Osbournes in mind. He hired a camera man to visit the Kardashian's family home to film them having a Sunday barbeque: "They were all together — as crazy and as fun as loving as they are," Seacrest described the family after seeing the tape. He later initiated the series by sharing the tape with E!, an American cable network which features mostly entertainment-related programming, and reality television series; the show was eventually picked up.[10][13] In August 2007, it was announced that the Kardashian and Jenner families would star in a yet-to-be-titled reality show on E! described as a "new non-scripted family sitcom[image: External link]", being produced by Ryan Seacrest[image: External link] and Bunim/Murray Productions[image: External link]. The series' announcement came one week after Paris Hilton[image: External link] and her friend Nicole Richie[image: External link] announced that their popular E! series, The Simple Life[image: External link], was ending.[14]

The show, entitled Keeping Up With the Kardashians, premiered on October 14, 2007.[15] The reality series centers around the members of the Kardashian-Jenner blended family, focusing on the sisters Kourtney, Kim and Khloé. Most episodes have very similar structure: the family "show[s] off their privileged lifestyle and maybe get into one or two minor family squabbles before ultimately wrapping things up with a monologue that reinforces the importance of family," as noted by Caroline Siede of Quartz[image: External link]. Harriet Ryan and Adam Tschorn of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] described the reality series as a: "Hollywood version of The Brady Bunch[image: External link] -- the harmless high jinks of a loving blended family against a backdrop of wealth and famous connections".[16] Kim Kardashian described the beginning of filming the show, "When we first started [the show], we came together as a family and said, 'If we're going to do this reality show, we're going to be 100 percent who we really are.'".[17] She further commented on the show's authenticity by saying that the network "has never once put anything out there that we haven't approved of or accepted".[17] The series was renewed for a second season one month after its premiere due to high ratings.[15] Seacrest described the show's success: "At the heart of the series—despite the catfights and endless sarcasm—is a family that truly loves and supports one another […] The familiar dynamics of this family make them one Hollywood bunch that is sure to entertain."[6]

The following year, Keeping Up with the Kardashians was picked up for a third season.[18] In April 2012, E! signed a three-year deal with the Kardashian family that kept the series airing through seasons seven, eight and nine.[19] Keeping up with the Kardashians was later renewed for a tenth season which premiered on March 15, 2015.[20] In February 2015, it was announced that the show had been renewed for four more years, along with an additional spin-off series, making it one of the longest-running reality television series in the country.[21][22] In terms of the show's future, Kim Kardashian has commented that the reality series could go for an indefinite number of seasons saying that she: "hope[s] it goes on for as long as it can."[23] Keeping Up With the Kardashians, including its spin-off series, has become the cable network's flagship show and its most lucrative franchise. "It has changed the face of E!" said Lisa Berger, the network's executive producer. "We were a place to report on celebrity; we weren't a place to break and make celebrity, which is now the whole idea of the E! brand."[24] The show's success contributed significantly towards building the "Kardashian brand", or "Kardashian Inc." as it is called by The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link]. "These shows are a 30-minute commercial," Khloé Kardashian admitted in 2011, in response to a suggestion that the television series is used to promote their retail stores and endorsement deals.[24]
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 Cast




The reality series revolves around the children of Kris Jenner, and originally focused mainly on the children from her first marriage to deceased attorney Robert Kardashian: Kourtney, Kim, Khloé, and Rob. Kris' children Kendall and Kylie from her subsequent marriage to American athlete Bruce (later Caitlyn) Jenner have also been featured on the show since its beginning,[25][26] along with Jenner's son Brody from another marriage, although he appeared very few times during the early seasons, mostly being called by his step-brother Rob to babysit their half-sisters Kylie and Kendall.[27] Kourtney's boyfriend Scott Disick has also been appearing frequently on the show since the first season, as well as on the show's spin-offs.[25] Cast members also include numerous friends and other acquaintances of the family members, most notably Malika Haqq and Jonathan Cheban who joined Keeping Up with the Kardashians in the second and third seasons, respectively.[28][29]

Most of the Kardashian sisters' significant others have appeared on the reality series. Kim's relationship with football player Reggie Bush was featured on the show when they were dating; after the breakup, Bush commented on appearing on the show saying that he never felt comfortable being followed by cameras, adding: "I do it because it's important to [Kim]."[30] Rob's relationship with singer Adrienne Bailon has also been documented on the show when they were dating from 2007 to 2009; although Bailon later admitted that the decision to appear on the show, and be associated with the family, hurt to her career.[31] Kim's ex-husband Kris Humphries first appeared on the show during the premiere of the sixth season; their relationship was chronicled throughout the season and ended with the couple's wedding special "Kim's Fairytale Wedding: A Kardashian Event".[32] They eventually went through a highly publicized divorce; Kardashian's former publicist later claimed that Humphries was allegedly set up to be portrayed on the show in a negative way and that the short-lived marriage was staged for the cameras as a ploy to generate money.[33][34]

Khloé married basketball player Lamar Odom during a fourth-season premiere aired in 2009. He later had a major role as part of the supporting cast of the series, though he did not appear regularly during the following seasons as he was attempting to repair his marriage with Khloé.[35] Kim's current husband Kanye West made his first appearance on Keeping Up with the Kardashians in July 2012 during the seventh season when he started dating Kim.[36] However, West was seldom seen in subsequent seasons. He explained the reasons for not appearing on the show later: "You know, the amount of backlash I got from it is when I decided to not be on the show anymore. And it's not that I have an issue with the show; I just have an issue with the amount of backlash that I get."[37] He also criticized the show for its cinematography[image: External link] and further complained about the way how the show is filmed.[38] In the eighth season, Caitlyn Jenner's sons Brandon[image: External link] and Brody Jenner, as well as Brandon's wife Leah[image: External link], joined the cast for regular appearances.[27]
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The success of the reality series resulted in the development of several spin-off shows and other related programming. In April 2009, E! announced the first spin-off of Keeping Up with the Kardashians entitled Kourtney and Khloé in Miami, which was later renamed Kourtney and Khloé Take Miami. The series followed the sisters who moved to Miami to open a new Dash[image: External link] boutique. Ted Harbert[image: External link], president and CEO of Comcast Entertainment Group, considered the sisters capable of handling their own standalone series. "It's a very simple formula that we took from scripted TV and applied to a reality show. […] There are a lot of family sitcom elements to 'Kardashians,' and we think that humor and warmth will carry over to Miami," Harbert added.[39] The show premiered on August 16, 2009 to very high ratings; the first episode brought in 2.7 million total viewers and then became the most-watched show on the network since The Anna Nicole Show[image: External link] in 2002.[40] The spin-off was subsequently renewed for a second season which premiered on June 13, 2010,[41] and later returned as Kourtney and Kim Take Miami for a third season on January 20, 2013.[42] Additionally, a series of webisodes[image: External link] entitled Lord Disick: Lifestyles of a Lord were released following the show, which showcased Disick as he informed viewers how to live like a "king".[43]

In October 2010, the network announced another spin-off called Kourtney and Kim Take New York which followed the same format as its predecessor. The show debuted on January 23, 2011, and followed the sisters who opened a Dash location in New York City.[45] The series returned for another season which premiered on November 27 the same year.[46] In January 2011, Khloé & Lamar, which featured Khloé and her husband Lamar Odom, became the third spin-off of Keeping Up with the Kardashians.[47] The show premiered on April 10, 2011, and lasted two seasons.[48] In March 2014, E! announced the fourth spin-off entitled Kourtney and Khloé Take The Hamptons.[49] The series premiered on November 2, 2014, and followed Kourtney and Khloé who relocated to the Hamptons[image: External link] to work on opening a new Dash pop-up[image: External link] store.[50] The fifth spin-off series called Dash Dolls premiered on September 20, 2015. The reality series chronicles the daily life of the employees of the Dash boutique in Los Angeles.[51] In June 2016, the network announced another show entitled Rob & Chyna[image: External link] which premiered on September 11 the same year, and follows the relationship of Rob Kardashian and Blac Chyna as they prepare to welcome their first child.[52] The show was later renewed for a second season.[53]

The network has also aired several television specials featuring important family events. A two-part television event called "Kim's Fairytale Wedding: A Kardashian Event", showcasing the wedding between Kim and Kris Humphries, was broadcast on October 9 and 10, 2011 as part of the sixth season; the special was highly successful with a combined 10.5 million viewers.[54] A few days after Caitlyn Jenner (then Bruce) came out as a trans woman[image: External link] during a 20/20[image: External link] interview with Diane Sawyer[image: External link] in May 2015, E! aired a two-part special on Keeping Up with the Kardashians entitled "About Bruce", in which another side of the story was told featuring family members who were not involved in the previous interview on 20/20.[55] The first part of the special debuted on May 17, 2015, and attracted 2.92 million total viewers, a 40% increase from the previous episode, while the second part aired the following day with similar viewership.[56] I Am Cait, a separate documentary series, was announced immediately after the 20/20 interview. Jeff Olde, head of programming at E! network, said that the series is "not at all a Kardashian spin-off", and that "we will not resort to spectacle," trying to emphasize its distinct format that is entirely different from most programming on the network, including Keeping Up with the Kardashians.[57] The eight-part, one-hour docuseries debuted on July 26, 2015, on E!, and focused on how Jenner was handling the aftermath of the transition; it also attempted to deal with various LGBT[image: External link]-related issues.[58][59] It was later cancelled after two seasons.[60] In April 2017, it was announced E! had ordered an 8-episode spin-off Life of Kylie revolving around Kylie Jenner[image: External link] which is set to premiere in summer 2017.[61]
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 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical response




Keeping Up with the Kardashians has been the subject of constant panning by critics since its inception. Brian Lowry, reviewing the show for Variety[image: External link], said that the network: "widens its lens to encompass the whole irritating brood — including Kim's sisters Khloé and Kourtney, mom-manager Kris and stepdad Bruce Jenner, who now has the distinction of having two sets of useless rich kids featured in pointless reality shows."[63] Ginia Bellafonte of The New York Times compared the show to reality series Gene Simmons Family Jewels[image: External link] and exclaimed that: "the Kardashian show is not about an eccentric family living conventionally; it is purely about some desperate women climbing to the margins of fame, and that feels a lot creepier."[64] Laura Burrows of IGN[image: External link] criticized the family for being too self-seeking and using the given platform only to gain more notoriety for themselves. Following the conclusion of the second season of the series, Burrows wrote: "Those of us who watch this show […] want to believe that these whores of attention have souls and would actually do something for their fellow man and not reap the benefits of their service, but two seasons' worth of self-absorbed egocentrism speaks to the contrary."[65]

Roxana Hadadi, reviewing Keeping Up with the Kardashians for The Washington Post[image: External link], was extremely negative towards the reality series due to its absurdity, and commented that the show: "firmly captures all of Kim and Co.'s dumbest instances from the series' debut — from the simply self-absorbed to the downright despicable."[66] Amaya Rivera, writing about the series for Popmatters[image: External link], noted: "Indeed, there is something disturbing about the Kardashians' intense hunger for fame. But even worse—it is downright boring to watch this family live out their tedious lives."[67] John Kubicek, the senior writer of BuddyTV[image: External link], reviewed the premiere of the third season of the show and discussed the reason for the family's success by saying that: "the Kardashians' fame is a lot like Möbius strip[image: External link] or an M. C. Escher[image: External link] painting."[68] Harriet Ryan and Adam Tschorn of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] described Keeping Up with the Kardashians as a: "Hollywood version of The Brady Bunch[image: External link] -- the harmless high jinks of a loving blended family against a backdrop of wealth and famous connections".[16] Jessica Chasmar of The Washington Times[image: External link] said that series: "illustrates our nation's moral, spiritual and cultural decay." Chasmar emphasized its negative influence and noted: "America of 50 years ago would regard Ms. Kardashian with a mixture of disdain and pity, embarrassed by the very idea of a young lady's most private moments being broadcast for all the world to see."[69]

Goal Auzeen Saedi, reviewing Keeping Up with the Kardashians for Psychology Today[image: External link], emphasized the show's influence saying that: "The Kardashians become more relatable the more famous they become." Saedi also questioned their decision to appear on the show and added: "But if living life in the spotlight is so taxing and demands multiple justifications for the way your life is being lived and criticized, perhaps you can take the cameras out of your house."[70] Vinnie Mancuso, writing for New York Observer[image: External link], criticized the show and felt: "roughly one iota of shadenfreudic pleasure from this endeavor, but for the most part this show is the 100% drizzling poops."[71] David Hinckley of the New York Daily News[image: External link], reviewing the tenth season, said that "even when you think something about the Kardashians could be interesting, it's not," adding that the "entertainment value [of the show] is like having spent 10 years in Rapid City, S.D.[image: External link], watching the traffic lights change."[72] Amy Amatangelo of The Hollywood Reporter said that "in true Kardashian fashion, they managed to make everything about them," after Caitlyn Jenner came out as a trans woman to her family in the "About Bruce" special aired as part of the tenth season. Amatangelo felt that the conversations "seemed a little too staged, too controlled", and noted that "there was no attempt to educate the viewers about transgender[image: External link] issues."[73]

However, several critics were more positive towards the show. A number of publications welcomed the show as "guilty pleasure[image: External link]", including The Huffington Post[image: External link], The Atlantic[image: External link], and The Week[image: External link].[75][76][77] Tim Stack, writing for Entertainment Weekly, described the reality series as: "my favorite little slice of reality TV spongecake."[78] Lauren Le Vine of Refinery29[image: External link] appreciated the success of the family which "achieved the American dream of making something out of nothing," using the given platform.[79] Libby Hill of The A.V. Club[image: External link] also acknowledged the show's success and said: "Keeping Up With The Kardashians gives us real, joyous, ugly, unsavory, hilarious life, with all the polished sitcom trappings. And though the latter may have launched a multimedia empire, the former has made it last".[80] Maura Kelly of The Guardian[image: External link] evaluated the aftermath of the failed wedding of Kim Kardashian and Kris Humphries, which was documented on Keeping Up with the Kardashians, and subsequently caused public outrage, including an online protest petition to cancel the show. "Since Kim doesn't exactly seem to be an exemplar of self-awareness, I suppose it's possible that she really believed she and Humphries would live happily ever after," Kelly speculated whether or not the marriage was a publicity stunt[image: External link]. "But more likely, she and E! are laughing all the way to the bank – 10.5 million viewers tuned into "Kim's Fairytale Wedding: A Kardashian Event", after all," Kelly summarized the controversy.[81] Josh Duboff, writing for Vanity Fair[image: External link], commented on the show's long run and said that "it is near impossible to argue that their continued relevance, 10 years later, is anything other than awe-inspiring and remarkable".[82]
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 Viewership




Keeping Up with the Kardashians has been a ratings success for E! – in its first month it became the highest-rated series aired on Sunday nights for adults 18–34 and was seen by 1.3 million total viewers, according to Nielsen Media Research[image: External link].[15][84] Lisa Berger, executive vice president of original programming and series development for E!, said: "The buzz surrounding the series is huge, and viewers have clearly fallen for the Kardashians. […] Seacrest and Bunim-Murray's unique ability to capture this family's one-of-a-kind dynamics and hilarious antics has made the series a fantastic addition to our prime-time lineup."[15] The second season continued the success and was viewed by 1.6 million viewers on average, which led to a third season renewal.[85] The two-hour fourth-season premiere, which aired on November 8, 2009, and featured the wedding ceremony of Khloé and Lamar Odom, brought in then-record ratings with 3.2 million viewers.[86] The subsequent season debuted with nearly 4.7 million total viewers, which ranked as the highest-rated season premiere of the show, as of August 2015.[87] It was also the second highest-rated episode of Keeping Up with the Kardashians, second only to the previous season's record-breaking finale with 4.8 million viewers.[88]

The seventh-season premiere of the series, which aired on May 20, 2012 in its earlier timeslot, continued to deliver high ratings attracting almost three million total viewers which exceeded the premiere of the previous season by 16%.[89] Kim Kardashian has explained the success of the show by saying that people tune in to watch the series because they can relate themselves to the members of the family; in an interview with the V magazine[image: External link] she said: "You can see that soap operas aren't on the air as much anymore. I think reality shows are taking over that genre, but I think the draw to our show is that we are relatable."[90] The eighth season debuted to 3 million viewers, up 6% from the previous season, while the subsequent ninth season's premiere was down by 20%.[91][92] The ninth season averaged 3.3 million total viewers and almost 2.2 million in the 18–49 years adult demographic, the most sought after by advertisers. It was the highest rated cable show in its timeslot.[20] The series finished as the most-social ad-supported cable program and, as of March 2015, Keeping Up with the Kardashians is the most-watched show on E! network.[93] The first episode of the tenth season averaged 2.5 million viewers, slightly less than the premiere of the ninth season.[94] In 2016, a New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that Keeping Up with the Kardashians "tends to most popular in areas with large Hispanic populations, particularly in the Southwest".[95]
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 Awards and nominations




Keeping Up with the Kardashians has been nominated for, and won, several television awards. The reality series has received nominations for a Teen Choice Award[image: External link] in the Choice TV: Celebrity Reality Show[image: External link] category nine consecutive times between 2008 and 2016, winning the award in 2010, 2013, 2014 and 2016. The show also won a People's Choice Award[image: External link] as Favorite TV Guilty Pleasure in 2011. The Kardashian sisters have been nominated as part of the cast for five awards, winning four times; Kim Kardashian has been nominated for three awards winning one in 2012. In 2010, Kris and Caitlyn Jenner received a Teen Choice Award nomination in a one-time Choice TV: Parental Unit[image: External link] category.



	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Celebrity Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Nominated
	[96]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	Kim Kardashian
	Nominated



	2009
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Nominated
	[97]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	Kim Kardashian
	Nominated



	2010
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Won
	[98]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	The Kardashian sisters
	Won



	Choice TV: Parental Unit
	Kris Jenner and Caitlyn Jenner
	Nominated



	2011
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer TV Show
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Nominated
	[99]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	The Kardashian sisters
	Won



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Guilty Pleasure
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Won
	[100]



	2012
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Nominated
	[101]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	The Kardashian sisters
	Won



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Celebreality Star
	Kim Kardashian
	Won
	[102]



	2013
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Won
	[103]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	The Kardashian sisters
	Won



	2014
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Won
	[104]



	Choice TV Reality/Variety Star: Female
	The Kardashian sisters
	Nominated



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Nominated
	[105]



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Reality Show[image: External link]
	Keeping Up with the Kardashians
	Won
	[106]
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 Broadcast history




Main article: List of Keeping Up with the Kardashians episodes


Keeping Up with the Kardashians premiered on October 14, 2007 in the United States on the E! cable network at 10:30/9:30 pm ET/PT[image: External link]. The half-hour reality series continued to air every Sunday night in the same time slot, and the eight-episode first season of the show concluded on December 2. The subsequent season premiered the following year on March 9 in an earlier time slot at 10:00/9:00 pm with a repeated episode airing immediately afterwards.[107] The season ended on May 26, 2008 with an episode "Junk in the Trunk[image: External link]", which featured the Kardashian siblings sharing the most memorable moments of the season.[108] The third season commenced airing on March 8, 2009 and concluded with two back-to-back episodes which aired on May 25. The subsequent season premiered with a two-hour long episode entitled "The Wedding[image: External link]" on November 8, and ended on February 21, 2010;[107] some of the episodes aired throughout the season were extended to a full hour.[109]

The fifth season of Keeping Up with the Kardashians began airing on August 22, 2010 and concluded with another "Junk in the Trunk[image: External link]" episode on December 20.[108] The sixth season commenced on June 12, 2011 and ended with a television special "Kim's Fairytale Wedding: A Kardashian Event[image: External link]" which aired two extended episodes on October 9 and 10. The show later returned on December 19 with the episode "Kendall's Sweet 16[image: External link]".[107] Starting with the seventh season, which premiered on May 20, 2012, the half-hour reality series was extended to a full hour in a new 9:00/8:00 pm time slot.[110] The season concluded on October 28. The eighth season of the series started airing on June 2, 2013; it became the longest season with 21 episodes and ended on December 1. The ninth and tenth seasons aired in 2014 and 2015, respectively. The latter season included a television special entitled "About Bruce[image: External link]" which aired on May 17 and 18, 2015.[107] The eleventh season premiered on November 15, one month after the previous season finished.[107] The twelfth season of the show debuted on May 1, 2016.[111] The thirteenth season premiered on March 12, 2017.[112]
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 Home video releases and streaming




In North America, the first three seasons of the reality series were distributed on DVD[image: External link].[113] The first season was released on October 7, 2008 by Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] which obtained the home entertainment distribution rights for a variety of programming from Comcast Entertainment Group[image: External link], including Keeping Up with the Kardashians.[114] The second and third seasons of the series were released on November 10, 2009 and August 17, 2010, respectively.[113] In Australia, all seasons are released on DVD by Universal Sony Pictures[image: External link]. The latest addition, which includes the eleventh season of the show, was released on April 28, 2016.[115] In the United Kingdom, the reality series is distributed by Universal Pictures UK[image: External link]. The DVD set of the seventh season, the latest addition, was released on June 24, 2013.[116] The episodes of Keeping Up with the Kardashians are also available on numerous streaming[image: External link] video on demand[image: External link] services, such as Amazon Video[image: External link], iTunes[image: External link], Google Play[image: External link], Microsoft Movies & TV[image: External link],[117] Hulu[image: External link],[118] and Vudu[image: External link],[119] as well as the E! network's own streaming service.[120]
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 See also





	History of the Armenian Americans in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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