

        

            

                

            

        




    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


Landmarks of Detroit



Ross, Robert B.

9783849650599

900

Buy now and read (Advertising)

While the history of most American cities is rather commonplace, there are a few which furnish a story of facts more fascinating than any romance. In the development of a new country the civilization, which in time leavens the great mass of barbarism, works from a few central points. In North America Boston became the nucleus of the New England colony, although it was not the first settlement. Jamestown was the first settlement of the Virginia colony, but the town never attained great importance. New York and Philadelphia became important towns, but for the first century of their existence their influence extended over but a small area. Detroit, from the date of its founding, nearly 200 years ago, became the metropolis of the region of the great lakes and the guardian of the straits. For a period of 125 years Detroit was both the rallying point and the emporium of the West. Three nations struggled and shed their blood for its possession.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Atlantis, The Antediluvian World



Donnelly, Ignatius

9783849644345

309

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Principles of Masonic Law



Mackey, Albert G.

9783849631543

266

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This treatise on the Constitutional Laws, Usages and Landmarks of Freemasonry" is doubtless one of the most important and invaluable works in a Freemasonic library. Contents: Preface. Introduction. The Authorities for Masonic Law. Book First - The Law of Grand Lodges. Chapter I. Historical Sketch. Chapter II. Of the Mode of Organizing Grand Lodges. Chapter III. Of the Members of a Grand Lodge. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Grand Lodge. Chapter V. Of the Powers and Prerogatives of a Grand Lodge. Book Second - Laws of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter I. Of the Nature and Organization of Subordinate Lodges. Chapter II. Of Lodges under Dispensation. Chapter III. Of Lodges Working under a Warrant of Constitution. Chapter IV. Of the Officers of a Subordinate Lodge. Chapter V. Of Rules of Order. Book Third - The Law of Individuals. Chapter I. Of the Qualifications of Candidates. Chapter II. Of the Rights of Entered Apprentices. Chapter III. Of the Rights of Fellow Crafts. Chapter IV. Of the Rights of Master Masons. Chapter V. Of the Rights of Past Masters. Chapter VI. Of Affiliation. Chapter VII. Of Demitting. Chapter VIII. Of Unaffiliated Masons. Book Fourth - Of Masonic Crimes and Punishments. Chapter I. Of What Are Masonic Crimes. Chapter II. Of Masonic Punishments. Chapter III. Of Masonic Trials. Chapter IV. Of the Penal Jurisdiction of a Lodge. Chapter V. Of Appeals. Chapter VI. Of Restoration.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Aesop's Fables



Aesop,

9783849630447

456

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The habit of telling stories is one of the most primitive characteristics of the human race. The most ancient civilizations, the most barbarous savages, of whom we have any knowledge have yielded to investigators clear traces of the possession of this practise, The specimens of their narrative that have been gathered from all the ends of the earth and from the remotest times of which we have written record show traces of purpose, now religious and didactic, now patriotic and political; but behind or beside the purpose one can discern the permanent human delight in the story for its own sake. The Æsopic Fables are allegorical tales The form of the old animistic story is used without any belief in the identity of the personalities of men and animals, but with a conscious double meaning and for the purpose of teaching a lesson. The fable is a product not of the folk but of the learned; and though at times it has been handed down by word of mouth, it is really a literary form.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Egyptian Magic



Budge, E. A. Wallis

9783849641290

154

Buy now and read (Advertising)

A study of the remains of the native religious literature of ancient Egypt which have come down to us has revealed the fact that the belief in magic, that is to say, in the power of magical names, and spells, and enchantments, and formulæ, and pictures, and figures, and amulets, and in the performance of ceremonies accompanied by the utterance of words of power, to produce supernatural results.

Buy now and read (Advertising)









 




 




History of

Oakland County, Michigan




 




A Narrative

Account of its Historical Progress, its People, and its Principal Interests 




 




THADDEUS D. SEELEY




 




 













 




 




History of Oakland County, Michigan, T. D. Seeley




Jazzybee

Verlag Jürgen Beck




86450

Altenmünster, Loschberg 9




Deutschland




 




ISBN:

9783849651855




 




www.jazzybee-verlag.de




admin@jazzybee-verlag.de




 




 




 




 














CONTENTS:





INTRODUCTION.. 1




CHAPTER I. THE GREAT TRANSFORMATION.. 2




CHAPTER II. GENERAL PHYSICAL FEATURES. 9




CHAPTER III. INDIAN AND PRIMITIVE RECORD.. 18




CHAPTER IV. FIRST SETTLERS AND LAND OWNERS. 24




CHAPTER V. PICTURES OF THE PAST.. 33




CHAPTER VI. REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS AND "DAUGHTERS". 64




CHAPTER VII. PIONEER RECORDS. 88




CHAPTER VIII. DEVELOPMENT OF JUDICIARY.. 98




CHAPTER IX. THE BENCH OF OAKLAND COUNTY.. 103




CHAPTER X. THE BAR OF OAKLAND COUNTY.. 110




CHAPTER XI. BACKWARD GLANCES AT BENCH AND BAR.. 137




CHAPTER XII. CIVIL AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTY.. 164




CHAPTER XIII. OAKLAND COUNTY IN STATE POLITICS. 180




CHAPTER XIX. THE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM... 192




CHAPTER XV. MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION.. 198




CHAPTER XVI. BANKS AND BANKING.. 205




CHAPTER XVII. THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.. 211




CHAPTER XVIII. WOMEN'S INFLUENCE IN THE COUNTY.. 218




CHAPTER XIX. MILITARY MATTERS. 228




CHAPTER XX. VILLAGE OF PONTIAC.. 241




CHAPTER XXI. CITY OF PONTIAC.. 250




CHAPTER XXII. INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS PONTIAC.. 270




CHAPTER XXIII. PONTIAC SCHOOLS. 281




CHAPTER XXIV. PONTIAC CHURCHES. 286




CHAPTER XXV. PONTIACS FRATERNAL SOCIETIES. 305




CHAPTER XXVI. BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP. 313




CHAPTER XXVII. HOLLY TOWNSHIP. 327




CHAPTER XXVIII. AVON TOWNSHIP. 336




CHAPTER XXIX. OXFORD TOWNSHIP. 350




CHAPTER XXX. ROYAL OAK TOWNSHIP. 358




CHAPTER XXXI. ORION AND MILFORD TOWNSHIPS. 369




CHAPTER XXXII. LYON AND FARMINGTON TOWNSHIPS. 375




CHAPTER XXXIII. ADDISON AND BRANDON TOWNSHIPS. 385




CHAPTER XXXIV. INDEPENDENCE AND COMMERCE.. 389




CHAPTER XXXV. SPRINGFIELD AND HIGHLAND.. 394




CHAPTER XXXVII. ROSE AND WEST BLOOMFIELD.. 398




CHAPTER XXXVII. NOVI AND WATERFORD TOWNSHIPS. 402




CHAPTER XXXVIII. TROY AND OAKLAND.. 407




CHAPTER XXXIX. SOUTHFIELD,  GROVELAND AND WHITE LAKE.. 410



















INTRODUCTION 





We

present this history with pleasure, because it deals with a pleasant subject —

Oakland county. There is another reason for this attitude toward our subject: —

the cooperation of contributors and of citizens has been so general and hearty

that the historical work required has been transformed from a task into a labor

of love. 




Oakland

county is peculiarly fortunate in the variety of her charms and riches, to

which truth these pages bear witness. With her landscape beauties and sunny

lakes, she is drawing thousands to her who seek restful homes and profitable

investments. At the same time, her soil is fertile and invites the practical

farmer, dairyman and horticulturist, while in the urban centers, the industrial

and commercial interests have obtained a firm foothold and assure livelihood

and profit to the citizen. No county in the state has better schools, and, as

will be made plain in the progress of this history, in no section has woman had

a more extended or elevating influence. In a word, Oakland is unexcelled as a

home county; no more need be said to the good American, whether of native or

foreign blood. 




As to

the collaborators on the history, too much cannot be said of the quantity and

quality of the assistance rendered by Hon. Aaron Perry. In those homely words

which so truly express our feeling toward him— "what could we have done

without him!" Also as to Miss Martha Baldwin and Mrs. Lilian Drake Avery —

"what could we have done without them" especially in setting forth

the scope of woman's work, and the splendid part taken by the pioneers of the

county in laying the foundation upon which the later generations have built

their comfort and prosperity. Thanks are rendered all our associate editors —

Fred M. Warner, Thomas L. Patterson, Harry S. Gardner and Samuel W. Smith, for

their willing and effective cooperation. The county and village officials,

business men, farmers and manufacturers — all, in fact, who have worked to make

Oakland county what it is today and are laboring for its greater future — have

our sincere thanks, both for what they are doing toward the progress of this

favored section of the state,  and for what they have done in enabling us to

picture it in this history of Oakland county. Thaddeus D. Seeley. 




 


















 





CHAPTER I. THE GREAT TRANSFORMATION 





The

natural features of Oakland county seemed to predestine its material

development of the past twenty years or more. Its four hundred and fifty lakes,

many of which are thus called only by a generous stretch of the imagination,

are thickly sprinkled over its gently rolling surface, while pretty islands

stud these little gems of water. As there is a lake to each two square miles of

land it is evident that these charming bodies of water had to be reckoned with

in the future of the country. 




In the early

times those who settled in the county had to live, had to eat and be clothed,

and they therefore did what pioneers have always done; they turned to the soil,

and raised crops and livestock. But as the country developed and became known

to outsiders, its attractions as a resort for those seeking rest and

recreation, its advantages for those who wished permanent homes with beautiful

and comfortable surroundings, became so apparent that there was more and more

an insistent demand for land, especially in the vicinity of the lakes — which

obviously meant that such demand not only became insistent but widespread.

Before describing in detail this comparatively lake transformation of Oakland

county from an agricultural community to a country of summer and permanent

homes, we shall turn in our tracks and note the main features supplied by

nature in the bringing about of this change. 




Wonderful Country of Lakes




The

average number of lakes in each township of Oakland county is eighteen, though

Troy, Royal Oak, Southfield, Farmington and Lyon are very deficient in

comparison with other sections of the county. The largest of the lakes and the

most generously supplied of the townships lie west and southwest of Pontiac.

Orion, toward the northeast, is also the center of one of the most important

development of resorts and homes in the county, as it is the nucleus of some of

its most charming lakes, the largest of which is the body of water which gives

the place its name. In the Pontiac group are Cass, Orchard, Elizabeth, Sylvan,

and Pine. Walled lake to the southwest, lying in both Commerce and Novi

townships, is also one of the larger bodies, all of which are over three

hundred and fifty acres in extent. The largest is Cass, covering about twelve

hundred acres, or nearly two square miles. It was named after Governor Cass,

and lies mostly in West Bloomfield township, with two of its arms extending

into Waterford. Its extreme length from southwest to northeast is about two and

three quarter miles and its extreme breadth, not measuring its arm, is a trifle

over a mile. 




Altogether

the lakes of Oakland county cover twenty thousand square acres, and the

comparative importance of the townships from the standpoint of natural

reservoirs is told in the following figures: West Bloomfield has a lake surface

of 4,000 square acres; Waterford, of 2,600; Orion, 1,700; Commerce, 1,700;

White Lake, 1,300; Highland, 1,200; Bloomfield, 1,200; Addison, 1,000; Holly,

900; Rose, 900; Independence, 800; Brandon, 606; Springfield, 600; Novi, 650; Oxford,

500; Groveland, 250; Oakland, 250; Milford, 160; Lyon, 160; Avon, 30. 




 




 




Cass and Orchard




Continuing

the description of the individual lakes: After Cass comes Orchard lake, in

size; perhaps exceeding it in beauty and general interest. It is certainly one

of the finest sheets of water in southern Michigan, is circular in form, lies

wholly in West Bloomfield township, and, including the islands encompassed by

its water, covers about eight hundred and fifty acres. Orchard lake derives its

name from the beautiful island of some thirty acres embraced by it, which the

Indians called "Me-nah-sagor-ning," or the "place of the

orchard." When the United States surveyors and the earliest of the

permanent settlers came to this locality, they found quite a number of apple

trees still in bearing, supposed to have been planted by French settlers, or at

least to have been grown from seeds obtained of them at Detroit. Apple island,

as it is now called, is almost in the geographical center of the lake.

Northwest of it is the smaller Cedar island. 




Both

Cass and Orchard lakes are now surrounded by summer cottages and homes,

pleasant walks and drives meandering around their shores. One of the most

artistically and thoroughly improved of the beautiful shorelands of Cass lake

is known as Keego Harbor, while a popular feature counted among the attractions

of Orchard lake is the Polish Seminary, founded upon the old-time Orchard Lake

Military Academy. The entire chain of little sparkling lakes from Pontiac,

southwest to Cass and Orchard — Crystal, Sylvan, Lord and Pine —  presents a

succession of cottages, boat landings and summer devices, as well as a display

of comfortable, if modest, homes for residents who are justly in love with the

sunny and gentle picturesqueness of the country. 




The

majority of the lakes are drained by Clinton river, although quite a large

number in the western and southwestern parts of the county are bound together

by the Huron, while some in the northwestern portions find an outlet through

the Shiawassee river and thence into Saginaw bay. A few lakes in Bloomfield and

West Bloomfield townships are also drained through the Rouge river. 




Most of

the lakes in Oakland county have picturesque, irregular shores, with gravelly

beaches, and in the early days were almost wholly encompassed by forests of the

American larch, or tamarack. Although these have necessarily been thinned out

by both the farmer and the home seeker, they remain in the condensed form of

hardy and shady groves and some of the smaller islands are still quite thickly

clad in pine and cedar. 




Remarkable Natural Phenomenon




A

somewhat curious natural phenomenon is noticed in several of the Oakland county

lakes, particularly in Cass and Walled Lake, the latter lying mostly in Novi

township, southwest of West Bloomfield. Reference is made to the action of the

ice which seems to expand from the center and force the sand, gravel and trees

back toward the precipitous banks a few rods from the water. By this action

immense piles of these materials are forced for some distance from the margin,

where they are left high and dry after the ice has disappeared in the spring.

Walled lake is a beautiful body of clear water covering about one square mile,

and this action has gone on in that locality so long that in places along its

shores a regular wall appears to have been erected by the hand of man. At Walled

lake, also, the deposition of boulders is of quite remarkable extent and

compactness. 




Some

years ago, David Ward, who had a farm on the shores of Cass lake, and other

competent investigators, carefully looked into this matter. The consensus of

opinion was this: During the most intense of the freezing weather the ice

sometimes accumulates on the surface of the water to the thickness of two feet

or more. This, under atmospheric changes, expands from the center toward the

margin of the lake with a force, in the case of Walled lake, to move boulders

several tons in weight. Along the southeast shore of Cass lake this action is

distinctly marked, a permanent embankment having been formed parallel with the

water. Along the eastern shore of Orchard lake there is a broad ridge of lake

sand, undoubtedly formed by the same action, and in places overgrown by

scattering forest trees. 




A very

careful examination of the phenomenon at Walled lake seems to substantiate the

following propositions: During the geological Drift period a large deposit of

boulders accumulated along the western margin of the lake, and extended a long

distance into the water, and on this was formed the sand bar which extends into

the lake for some sixty or eighty rods. Near the center of the wall-like ridge

the ground is some ten feet above the surface of the lake, and here the ridge is

wanting; but trending north and south from this high land the slope is gentle

until the ridge lies but a few feet above the surface. The soil of this

vicinity is filled with boulders of various sizes, some being perhaps from one

to three tons in weight. The expansive action of the heavy ice has operated to

simply crowd the surface boulders together; the movement operates precisely

like the pushing of sand or gravel before a scraper or board, driven sidewise

against it — it piles up and forms a ridge. The boulders are driven together in

this way by an action continued for centuries perhaps, and the result is the

curious wall, about which so much has been written and conjectured. Anyone who

has even a superficial knowledge of geology will understand when it is stated

that it is a glacial moraine on a small scale. 




Sylvan

lake, already briefly mentioned, was formerly called Timber lake, and along its

shores are some of the most popular resorts for Pontiac people in the county. 




The Lake Orion Region




Outside

of the chains stretching for miles to the west of that city none has a wider

popularity as a rendezvous for those who enjoy good boating, fishing and

general out-door pleasures than Lake Orion. Detroit and Flint, as well as

Pontiac and neighboring towns in the northeastern part of the county, send

thither their contributions of resorters. Bellevue, sometimes caller Assembly

island, is nearly in the center of the lake, and forms a beautiful spot for

summer homes, with which its shores are lined. As the region around and in Lake

Orion was one of the first to be developed, a somewhat detailed history of the

improvements in that vicinity is allowable. 




As soon

as the Detroit & Bay City Railroad, which runs along its shore, was

completed, the region, with Lake Orion as its center, became frequented by

pleasure parties from Detroit and other cities. About that time E. R. Emmons

improved a natural park on the north shore of the lake, which was used largely

for picnic purposes. In 1874 he placed a small steamer, the "Little

Dick" on the lake, and excursions were run to this park and many other

islands of the lake. The same year a party of speculators purchased one of the

finest of these islands and formed themselves into what is known as the Orion

Park Association. A bridge connecting the island with the mainland, a large

reception hall with an observatory, a wharf and boathouse for "Little

Dick,'' and other improvements and attractions were inaugurated and completed,

which gave the Lake Orion region quite a wide reputation among the really

popular summer resorts of southern Michigan. In 1899 the Lake Orion Assembly

Resort was organized, which practically purchased all the lake front. The

company erected fine buildings, hotels and boathouses, and for ten years

operated a Chautauqua on quite an extensive scale. In 1910 the Lake Orion

Summer Homes Company succeeded by purchase to the assets of the Assembly

Resort. Twenty-one islands controlled by the management of the resort give

ample assurance of seclusion and privacy to those who wish to go into retreat

in vacation days, rather than mingle with the crowds of enthusiastic pleasure

seekers, and cottages are for hire on all these little beauty spots for those

who are not attracted by hotel life. Many of the homes are owned by regular

summer visitors, and the Lake Orion Summer Homes Company has done much for the

upbuilding of the place through its plan of building homes to suit the owner.

Lake Orion offers many natural advantages which alone would make it a most

pleasant summering spot, and the extensive improvements wrought by the company

which controls the amusement project have well completed what nature had so

fairly begun. 




Northeast

of the Lake Orion region in Addison township is also Lakeville lake, with

Leonard as the nearest village in this developing section of summer resorts.

Deer lake in Independence township and almost in Clarkson village has lately

sprung into considerable notice, while Mace Day lake and Windiate park, in

Waterford township, have been for years the resting places of numerous

resorters. 




Summer Resort Features




Most of

the beautiful lakes of Oakland county are readily accessible by means of either

the Detroit United Electric Railway or the Grand Trunk lines. The country roads

are, as a rule, well-built and kept in good repair, and, in all seasonable

weather, automobilists are much in evidence. The season of the summer resorters

in Oakland county commences early and lasts well into October, which makes both

summer homes and hotels profitable. This fact ensures reasonable rents and

steady income. While there are no mammoth hotels, such as are found at

short-season resorts, there is an abundance of fair-sized hostelries and

comfortable boarding houses. 




Reference

has been made to Oakland county as a favorite of the automobilist, on account

of its good roads. He himself should be given full credit for bringing about

this improvement over the old order. And he has been given his due, as witness

the following from a metropolitan sheet: 'The advent of the automobile has

tended greatly to spread the knowledge of Oakland county lakes. Before the

automobile came into general use few people were able to get about the country

to see what it contained. With the automobile, came the tendency toward good

roads. Although at the present time many roads of the county are still in bad

shape, they are all being gradually improved and a number are in excellent

condition. In time there will be perfect automobile roads around the larger

lakes of the country and between Detroit and Pontiac, which will undoubtedly

mean that Oakland's lakes will be even more popular than they are at

present." 




Transportation Facilities




As

stated, the transportation facilities of the county are, on the whole,

excellent, and how they have been gradually provided is well told in a booklet

issued, more than ten years ago, by Joseph E. Sawyer, who is one of the

foremost citizens, as he has been for years past, in the special development of

Oakland county property which is being traced in this chapter: "The

importance of good roads and other facilities for transporting to market the

products of the soil was early appreciated by the settlers of Oakland county,

and Clinton river was improved and rendered navigable from Mount Clemens to

Rochester by the Clinton River Navigation Company, organized in 1827. This

company carried on business several years, but was unable to compete with the

Detroit & Pontiac Railroad Company chartered in 1834. This railroad was

first built from Detroit to Royal Oak and operated by horsepower. It was

continued to Birmingham in 1839 and steam power introduced, which was a notable

event in the history of the state. The road was extended to Pontiac in 1843. 




"Other

and better roads succeeded these primitive affairs, so that up to the time when

the electric roads appeared Oakland county considered herself very well

supplied. In the last few years, however, her advantages in this respect have

been very much increased. The first electric road in the county was the Pontiac

& Sylvan Lake, which ran its cars about Pontiac and as far out as Sylvan

lake. This was soon followed by the Detroit & Pontiac, named from its

terminals and affording twenty-minute service between them. In addition to

this, the Detroit & Northwestern has for some time been running cars out

Grand River avenue to Sand Hill and will soon be extended to Pontiac by way of

Farmington, and Orchard Lake. The Detroit, Rochester, Romeo & Lake Orion

has been completed to Rochester, and right-of-way has been obtained for three

more — the Pontiac & Flint, the Pontiac & Orion, and the Pontiac &

Milford. It is probable that not only these but others will in a short time

extend through the entire county, connecting its towns and rich farming

districts with the markets at Detroit and other cities. 




"But

it will not be the farmers alone who will be benefited by the improved

facilities for transportation. Many busy city people will have reason to be

thankful for the ease with which they may reach the lakes and the delightful

scenery of the famous country. 




"The

Indians were always admirers of the beautiful in nature, and the lake district

of Oakland was their favorite resort. The great chief, Pontiac, honored it by

choosing it as the place of his lodge and retired hither after his repulse at

the siege of Detroit. The prosperous city which bears his name, numerous

thriving villages and cultivated farms now occupy the hunting ground of the

Indian, but art has not entirely usurped the bower of nature." 




As A Farming and Livestock Region




Thirty

years ago Oakland county was, in many respects, the leading agricultural and

horticultural section of interior Michigan. That this statement is not made at

haphazard is evident from the following extracts taken from an authoritative

history of Oakland county: "Oakland county stands deservedly high in its

agricultural productions, though its apparent standing as compared with other

counties in the state is largely owing to its greater area, it being the

largest in the lower peninsula with the exception of Sanilac, which is

comparatively a new county with a much larger proportion of waste land. In the

production of wheat for 1873 it ranked third, Calhoun and Washtenaw exceeding

it. In the raising of Indian com it stood sixth, the counties exceeding it

being Calhoun, Hillsdale, Jackson, Lenawee and Washtenaw. In all other grains

'it ranked first, and in the production of potatoes it also stood at the head.

In the number of tons of hay cut it ranked third, Jackson and Lenawee only

exceeding it. In wool it was second to Washtenaw; in cheese and butter second

to Lenawee, and in pork ninth on the list." 




In the

acreage of orchards Oakland county was second, with twelve thousand, nine

hundred and thirty-two acres, in 1873, Berrien having fourteen thousand. It led

in the production of apples — five hundred and seventeen thousand, six hundred

and forty-two bushels for the year; also in cherries, eight thousand, four

hundred and fifteen bushels; and was second only to Wayne county in melons and

garden vegetables, its yearly record being fifty-five thousand, two hundred and

three bushels. The total value of all its fruits and garden vegetables,

$184,884, made it fifth in the state, in this regard, being exceeded by

Berrien, Hillsdale, Lenawee, and Wayne. 




As to

live stock at this time, Oakland county stood first in the number of horses

produced and second in milch cows and sheep. 




Features of the Transportation




It

requires no very astute business man to understand what this development of

farm and even waste lands into sites for summer resorts and homes has meant for

the material advancement of the Oakland county property owner. It has brought

hundreds of thousands of dollars into the county, advanced numerous small

farmers into prosperous land owners, furnished employment to an army of

artisans, made of the entire country a region of beauty thickly studded with

homesteads, and assured the stranger who comes to invest in new enterprises

that he and his family shall be surrounded by the fresh influences of nature as

well as modern comforts and advantages. The means for much of this splendid

development has come from the outside; wherein has arisen the danger that the

home people may eventually lose much of the real and ultimate advantage of the

transformation. 




This

thought is brought out in the following from the Pontiac Press-Gazette:

"There was a time when the advantages of Oakland county lakes were not

appreciated and people did not enjoy what nature had offered, but in recent

years they have awakened to the possibilities and each year sees more cottages

and more people spending the summer months on the shore of some lake. The lakes

are so near Detroit, and the Metropolis of Michigan is so conveniently

connected with the larger lakes by electric lines that Detroit people have not

been slow to see the advantages, and many Detroiters now own homes at the lakes

and spend their summers there. 




"Frequently

the thought has come to Pontiac people that this city is making a mistake in

not reserving a substantial piece of ground at one of the near-by lakes where a

natural park and playground might be located. Scarcely realizing that an

opportunity is slipping away, the city is watching private parties step in and

buy all the available lake shore, and in time the public may be entirely

excluded and will be deprived of the enjoyment the lakes afford. Not a few of

the smaller lakes of the county are owned by private individuals who keep them

stocked with fish and allow no one to fish therein without permission. A few

wealthy men have purchased enough land around some of the lakes to form fine

estates and have built beautiful homes to grace the shores." 


















 





CHAPTER II. GENERAL PHYSICAL FEATURES 





Oakland

is one of the extreme southeastern counties of southern Michigan, in the third

tier of counties from the Ohio boundary, and lies northwest of Wayne county and

Detroit. As it is nine hundred square miles in area, it is among the largest of

the counties in this section of the state. Physically, it forms the water-shed

between the headwaters of the Clinton, Huron, Rouge and Shiawassee rivers,

which drain into Lake St. Clair, Detroit river, Lake Erie and Saginaw bay. 




Surface and Elevations




The

surface of Oakland county is comparatively level, although the land lies far

enough above the numerous lakes to make the country remarkably healthful. In

various sections the surface is broken by great deposits of sand, gravel and

boulders, especially near these bodies of water, but the highest hills and

ridges are found, as a rule, in the townships which least abound in lakes. The

most considerable of these elevations are located along the northeastern border

of Pontiac township, in the southwestern corner of Independence near Waterford,

in the western portions of Waterford township and in Highland township. 




Bald

mountain, lying partly in the northeastern portion of Pontiac and the

southeastern part of Orion is generally considered the highest point of land in

the county — that is, five hundred and twenty-nine feet above Lake Michigan —

although there is some dispute among surveyors as to whether the highest

elevation may not really be a little to the north of that locality. The most

pronounced ridge is, of course the water-shed of the Clinton, Huron, and

Shiawassee rivers, which passes through the county diagonally, crossing the

townships of Addison, Oxford, Brandon, Independence, Springfield, White Lake,

Commerce, West Bloomfield, Novi and Lyon; spurs are thrown out into Pontiac,

Groveland, Rose, Highland and Milford. There are also collections of

considerable elevations, some of them quite abrupt, in Bloomfield township. 




Immense Drift and Formations Beneath




Geologically

considered, Oakland county belongs to the Drift period. Its water courses

nowhere cut through the immense alluvial deposits of sand, gravel and boulders,

to the rocks beneath. No minerals are known to exist, except possibly in

isolated sections mingled with the drift. 




The rock

formations underlying the drift all belong to the Carboniferous system. The

coal measures are supposed to underlie a fraction of the county northwest of

Holly. Below them comes the Palma sandstone, which reaches a little further

into the county; next lower, the Carboniferous limestone, with a still greater

area; deeper still, the Michigan salt group, which is supposed to underlie

about two-fifths of the county; then the Marshall sandstone group, believed to

underlie the entire county; and lastly, the Huron group, which extends beyond

Oakland county into adjoining districts. 




Borings

in the northwest corner of the county would penetrate all of these formations,

while in the southeast corner only the Huron group will be found. The center of

this geological basin would be near the line between Gratiot and Midland

counties, where the dip of the underlying strata is probably the deepest;

thence gradually rising toward the margin of the basin. Fossils of various

forms are found in the drift of Oakland county. 




The

following information is condensed from the last report of the Weather Bureau

for the section known officially as Eastern Lower Michigan, being especially

applicable to Oakland county: In this section there are two high areas of land,

the northern covering most of Otsego, Crawford and Roscommon counties. In the

southern portion there is another elevated area covering much of Jackson,

Washtenaw and Hillsdale counties; this elevation includes the sources of the

Grand, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and Raisin rivers. A part of this elevated area

extends northeastward into Oakland county and contains the headwaters of the

Huron, Rouge, and Clinton rivers. A comparatively low belt of land, extending

from Saginaw bay to the lower valley of the Grand river, separates these

elevations. The greater part of the drainage is into Lake Huron, Lake St. Clair

or Lake Erie, although a portion finds its way to Lake Michigan through the

Manistee, Muskegon, and Grand rivers. 




Soil and Climate




The soil

is varied in character. In the southern portion it is fertile and well adapted

to growing grains, grasses and fruits. In its original state the land was

covered with forests — of hard wood in the southern portion and chiefly pine in

the northern. 




The yearly

precipitation averages between thirty and thirty-five inches, although there

are limited areas where the yearly amount averages between twenty-five and

thirty inches. It is well distributed throughout the year, but is slightly

greater during the spring and summer than during other seasons. In the northern

portion the winter snowfall is heavy and the ground remains covered during most

of the winter, the accumulated depth of snow being often from two to three

feet. In the southern portion the snowfall is less and is apt to be melted by

warm or rainy weather, so that during most years the ground is bare during part

of the winter season 




The

southern tier of townships is mostly a plain, without even ridges, and has only

one of the four hundred and fifty lakes of the county within its borders. In

several localities are found extensive tracts of level land, such as those

around Orion and Oxford villages, the Sash-a-baw plain in Independence, the

Drayton plains in Waterford, and the White Lake plains lying in the townships

of Springfield, White Lake, Highland and Rose. 




The

general surface of Oakland county is elevated from three to four hundred feet

above the water-level of the great lakes. 




The

climate is substantially that which prevails over southern Michigan's climate

whose temperature is lowered by the pronounced elevation of its surface, as

well as by its proximity to the deep, cool waters of Lake Huron; but it is

neither as warm in summer nor as cold in winter as in regions adjacent to Lake

Michigan. The average summer temperature for Pontiac is seventy-two degrees,

and is nearly the same as that of southern Ohio, the districts around the lower

end of Lake Michigan and at Ottawa (Illinois), one hundred and fifty miles

south of Saginaw. 




The

winter temperature of Pontiac is about twenty degrees, which is somewhat colder

than other places in the same latitude in Michigan, being the same as Mackinaw

in the extreme north of the lower peninsula. All the climatic conditions, like

those of elevation and drainage, are firm guarantees of health and physical

vigor, and form another practical reason why Oakland county is so admirably

adapted to the founding of homes and the prolonged life and happiness of the

individual. 




As to

vegetation, owing to the comparatively cool temperature it is somewhat

backward, but as the soil of the county is generally of a sandy loam, the heat

of the summer months is rapidly absorbed and the advance is rapid. The autumn

is usually agreeable and frosts are uncommon before October. Both the climate

and the soil of the county are particularly favorable for the growth of wheat,

and for all small grains; it goes without saying that most of the fruits are

readily raised. But the agricultural interests have been mostly crowded out by

the developments which have brought the county into the front rank of

Michigan's residential districts. One exception must be made to this statement.

Her dairy interests are still large and growing, particularly in the southern

plain districts, with Farmington as their center. 




The Surface Geology of Oakland County




The most

interesting as well as the most obvious feature of the surface geology of

Oakland county is the great body of glacial drift overlying the bed rock of the

whole county. This drift is mostly unstratified, or only locally and

discordantly stratified. It is from one hundred to five hundred feet or more

deep, depending on the locality. It consists of clay, sand and gravel, mixed

with rounded and water-worn pebbles, and boulders of all sizes, from sand grains

to six feet or more in diameter. 




This

sketch would not be complete without some mention of the origin of this drift. 




It is

now the accepted theory of geologists that this great body of drift has been

ground up, worn and deposited in its present situation and condition by

glaciers and moving waters; and geologists are now able to satisfactorily

account for its origin. I cannot take space to give the various theories that

have been advanced to account for the changes of climate which were necessary

to produce and melt away those monstrous glaciers. It is sufficient here to

assume as a fact that former great changes in the climate of North America took

place, and that within a comparatively recent period in its geological history

this county was covered with glacial ice such as is now found on the high table

lands of Greenland and on the Antarctic continent at the south pole. The

existence of vast coal beds and tropical fossils (petrifications), in the

Arctic regions is one of the evidences of such great differences in the climate

between former and recent times. Neither was the glacial age continuous and

uninterrupted, but there were interglacial colder and warmer periods when the

glaciers advanced or melted away and retreated only to advance again. A great

part of Oakland county is now, except as modified by snows, rains, streams and

ponds, in substantially the same condition in which it was left by the last

glaciers. Wherever the reader has seen hills or banks of clay, sand, and

boulders entirely unstratified he can assume that they are now just as they

were left by the glaciers. Perhaps nowhere can be seen better exhibits of

recent glacial drift than are found in Waterford and White Lake, west of Mace

Day lake. Many of the bowls and hollows are today without outlets and

substantially as left by the ice sheet. Similar illustrations can be seen in

many other places in the northerly and westerly parts of the county. Heaven

Hill, in White Lake, the Bald Mountain ridge, the Grampian Hills of Addison,

and, in fact, most of the hills of this county are substantially as they were

left by the glaciers. Oakland county's four hundred lakes are due to the

hollows and depressions left by the last glaciers. They show that, geologically

speaking, this is a new country. In time all these hills will be rounded down

and all the lakes filled with earth or emptied of their water, by the wearing down

of their outlets. In the water-washed southeasterly part of the county there

are no lakes left; all have been filled and obliterated by the action of the

waves. 




To

account for these glaciers it is not necessary to imagine any very great

elevation of the lands northerly of us. Centuries of snow piled up farther

north and, unmelted and accumulated until they had become thousands of feet

thick, was sufficient to furnish all the elevation necessary to force the

glaciers southward across this county. The great weight of such a body of snow

would suffice not only to change it into ice but would from pressure alone,

convert it into a semiliquid state. In such a condition a glacier will flow,

slowly of course, down a declivity little above a dead level and even force

itself uphill over a ridge. They may not have moved at a velocity as great as

fifty feet in a year, but they did their grinding, crushing work just as

effectually, and their underlying and lateral streams of water helped to wear,

assort and round the pebbles, gravel and boulders brought by the ice lobe. 




Later, I

will speak of the melting back of these glaciers, but here I want to help the

reader to account for the irregular and discordant stratification that all have

noticed so often in sand and gravel banks in this county. It can largely be

accounted for by recalling that the glaciers in receding, and perhaps in

advancing, with their burden of ground up rock and debris would leave

depressions, pools, hollows and dammed up valleys, and that the rains, winds

and waves, and the streams of water flowing in and out of such depressions

would assort and stratify the sands, clays and gravels the same as they do now

in like situations. Often the rims of these hollows were worn away slowly by

the gradual deepening and wearing down of their outlets, or quickly by floods

or other causes; and then the stratification would begin anew under different

circumstances and in a different situation. Is there any wonder then that in a

small gravel pit the stratification may be so discordant, tipped and varied

that we are puzzled to account for it in detail? 




The soil

of Oakland county has been transported very largely from the northeast. This is

established both by the detached fossils and minerals, as well as the

fossiliferous boulders we find scattered over the county. Pieces of iron ore,

copper and other minerals, as well as corals, brachiopods and other fossils,

are often found. The corals are sometimes called by the finders petrified

"wasp nests" or "honeycomb,'' and are very common in our drift.

All the above are still found northerly of us in Canada, in places in solid bed

rock. 




These

glaciers swept over all Michigan and to, and in some places beyond, the Ohio

river. The last great ones that crossed this county ended in northern Ohio and

Indiana, and left there and in southern Michigan a great terminal moraine of

earth, rock and debris, which accounts for the hilly country of Hillsdale

county in Michigan, and in some of the counties in northern Indiana and Ohio. 




Glacier

streams or lobes, like other streams, generally follow depressions and valleys,

although ultimately they may leave a hill where a valley existed before.

Geologists are now agreed that a number of great glacial sheets swept down from

the north, covering the northern states east of Minnesota and north of the Ohio

river. These glacial sheets succeeded each other at different periods far

apart. To distinguish them geologists have differentiated and named those

known, as the Kansas, Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin Glacial Sheets, and have

determined that they came in the order in which they are above mentioned. The

Wisconsin, the last of those great glacial sheets, passed over Michigan,

including this county. This great ice sheet included numerous subordinate glacial

lobes, two of which concern this county and largely shaped its present surface

conditions. Both came from the northeast and in all probability originated in

the vicinity of Hudson's Bay, in Canada. They traveled over this county in a

southwesterly direction. 




One of

them, known as the Saginaw ice lobe, or glacier, came down Saginaw bay and

swept south across our state. Its left bank or moraine, as the geologists call

it, passed down the "Thumb'' and across Huron, Sanilac, Tuscola, Lapeer,

Genesee and Oakland counties, and farther south to and beyond Hillsdale and

western Lenawee. The right or western moraine of the other, the Maumee ice lobe

or glacier, which terminated in the Maumee valley in Indiana, passed across the

southerly part of Oakland county and thence southwesterly into Ohio and Indiana

and, in its course commingling in this county with the eastern moraine of the

Saginaw glacier, greatly complicated the surface geology of this locality. 




The

numerous lakes of Oakland county are only a fraction of the number that must

have existed at the time of the final melting away and retreating of the last

glaciers. Some of these extinct lakes must have been quite large, for otherwise

it is hard to account for the existence of such broad, sandy, gravelly plains

as Sashabaw Plains and those found in the township of Commerce, and in Orion

and other parts of the county. Those level, sandy, gravelly stretches of land,

so common here, clearly show that they have been leveled and the soil assorted

and laid down in shallow wave-washed lakes and ponds. 




But a

still greater force leveled and planed down the southeasterly part of this

county, including the townships of Troy and Royal Oak and parts of Farmington,

Southfield and Bloomfield. That force was the great glacial lakes known as Lake

Maumee, Lake Whittlesey and Lake Warren. Those lakes all disappeared many

thousands of years ago. Probably no human eye ever saw any of them, but to

distinguish them, after generally conceding the evidence of their former

existence to be conclusive, geologists have given them the above names. 




As the

Maumee glacier began to melt back from its southerly end in the Maumee valley

the lands southwest of the terminus, in Indiana, being higher than the land

under the glacier, a lake was formed at the foot of the retreating glacier,

which is known as Lake Matunee, the outlet of which was at first at Fort Wayne,

Indiana, and the drainage from the lake passed thence into the Wabash and Ohio

rivers. When the glacier had melted back as far north as Imlay City, in Lapeer

county, another outlet was formed at that place through which the waters of

Lake Maumee passed across, near North branch, into the Cass river, thence

across Genesee, Shiawassee and Clinton counties into the Grand river, and thence

by way of the present site of Chicago to the Mississippi river. Lake Maumee is

supposed to have kept both outlets for a time and until the Imlay outlet had

lowered so as to carry off all its flood waters, when the outlet at Fort Wayne

ceased. The glaciers continued to melt back farther until a still lower outlet

was formed across the "Thumb" in Huron county at Ubly, to Cass river,

known as the Ubly Outlet; and as this outlet deepened the lake quickly lowered

and shrank on its southerly and westerly sides and continued to extend

northerly with the retreating glacier. Lake Matunee, after the close of the

Fort Wayne and Imlay outlets and while its outlet was across the

"Thumb" at Ubly, has been given the name of Lake Whittlesey. 




The

glaciers continued to retreat farther north until finally a still lower outlet

for Lake Whittlesey was formed around the end of the "Thumb" or

across the north part of it and by way of the Saginaw valley and along Maple

river, in Shiawassee and Clinton counties, to the Grand river at Pewamo, a

short distance east of Ionia. That last stage of Lake Maumee, the one when its

outlet was at the last-mentioned place, has been given the name. Lake Warren.

This lake continued to exist until the glaciers had melted back far enough to

allow an outlet down the St. Lawrence valley, when the lake retreated from

Michigan. 




Lake

Maumee washed the easterly side of the high lands in Oakland county caused by

the westerly moraine of the Maumee ice lobe, or glacier, and left its raised

beaches as a record of its shore line through this county. The leveling and

planing down of the parts of Oakland county easterly of that shore line and the

assorting of the surface soil in those parts into sands, gravels and clays was

all done by the great glacial Lake Maumee during the various stages of its

height above explained. 




The

surface of Detroit river at the foot of Woodward avenue is five hundred and

seventy-five feet above the ocean. Lake Maumee when its outlet was at Fort

Wayne only, was two hundred and eighteen feet higher than Detroit river at the

foot of Woodward avenue. And when it had two outlets at the same time, one at

Fort Wayne and one at Imlay City, it had fallen ten feet. When its outlet was

at Ubly, and it was known as Lake Whittlesey, it had fallen forty feet more.

And when it had become Lake Warren and had its outlet across or across the

northerly part of the "Thumb" it had fallen eighty-five feet more,

and was then only eighty-three feet higher than Detroit river at the

above-mentioned place. The above figures as to the height of these shore lines

are taken from the report of W. H. Sherzer on the geology of Monroe county,

published in Volume VII of the Geological Survey of Michigan, page 143, and it

will appear later in this sketch that the first shore line of Lake Maumee in

some parts of Oakland county has materially risen since it was originally

formed. 




Leverett,

in Monograph 41 of the United States Geological Survey, page 721, described the

shores of Lake Maumee where they pass across this county in the following

language: 'The beach enters Oakland county near the southwest corner of

Farmington township and takes a somewhat direct course across that township,

passing through the northwestern part of Farmington village and leaving the

township in the northeastern part of Section 12. It usually forms a definite

gravel ridge three to six feet high, and thirty to fifty yards or more in

width. It lies along the inner border of a sharply morainic tract. To the east

of it there is a rapid descent to the Belmore Beach but the surface is

remarkably smooth." The Belmore Beach is the highest shore line of Lake

Whittlesey. 




Leverett

continues: "Immediately northeast of the point where the beach leaves

Farmington township there was a bay-like extension up to and beyond the village

of Franklin, and in this the beach is not clearly defined. East of Franklin the

shore follows the inner border of the moraine, and is usually in the form of a

cut bank, as far east as the meridian of Birmingham. The second beach (the one when

the lake had the two outlets), runs parallel with it, scarcely one-half mile

distant and presents usually a gravel ridge. 




"Near

Birmingham there is considerable complexity caused by a till ridge and moraine

hills which appear along the borders of East Rouge river. The till ridge at

Birmingham is barely high enough to catch the second beach on its crest.

Northeastward along the till ridge, however, it soon rises to the level of the

upper beach. The lowering of the lake to the level of the second beach seems to

have followed closely the withdrawal of the ice from this till ridge and the

opening of the Imlay outlet. Indeed, it is probable that the opening of this

outlet is the main cause for the lowering of the lake. 




'The

second beach from Birmingham northward to the Imlay outlet is usually a

gravelly ridge. It is exceptionally strong at Romeo and in the vicinity of

Almont. It lies along the inner face of the till ridge, just noted, from near

Birmingham to Romeo." 




A

peculiar feature of this upper Maumee beach is the fact that as it extends

north it rises. At Birmingham, Leverett says, it is nineteen feet higher than

at Ypsilanti, and that it is eleven feet higher at Rochester than at

Birmingham. That may be due to the gradual tilting of the surface of this

state. The very eminent United States Geologist, Gilbert, claims to have

determined that the north part of the state is now very slowly rising and the

southern part as slowly settling. 




Leverett

says that at Birmingham the second Maumee beach is twenty-nine feet lower than

the upper one. He also traces the shore of Lake Whittlesey (the Belmore Beach),

through this county as follows: ''From two miles northeast of Romeo it swings

southward and leads through Washington township to Clinton river, just below Rochester.

The village of Rochester stands upon a delta which was formed in connection

with this beach. The beach continues in a course west of south for about twelve

miles from Rochester, passing one and one-half miles southeast of Birmingham.

It there curves abruptly westward, forming an interesting series of hooks, in

its curving portion, and crosses to the west side of East Rouge river, about

two miles southwest of Birmingham. From this point its course is southwestward

through Farmington to Plymouth where it crosses West Rouge river." 




While I

have not personally traced this beach I think the chances are very great that

the well-marked low, gravelly ridge crossing the south end of the Beekman farm

south of Birmingham is the Belmore Beach. At Rochester one can easily imagine

the Paint creek and Clinton river emptying into Lake Whittlesey at

substantially the same place and together forming the delta plain on which that

beautiful village stands. 




I have

no accurate information as to the altitude of the highest shore of Lake Warren,

but it was about fifty feet lower than the shore of Lake Whittlesey and entered

Oakland county from the northeast about straight east of Troy Corners and

passed southwesterly through the vicinity of Big Beaver and Royal Oak village

until it reached a point near the south line of Royal Oak township where it

turned abruptly west and kept that main direction until it approached to or

near the Belmore Beach, at which place it passed southwesterly with it into

Wayne county. Wide, low. sandy ridges are stated by the geologists to be

characteristic of this beach for much of its length, and probably for a part,

at least, of the portion thereof in this county. 




Beneath

the drift in this county is the bed-rock extending, as far as geologists know,

to the melted interior of the earth. In all probability all of Oakland county

had risen above the ocean before the close of the Carboniferous age, and no

rocks more recent than the Carboniferous appear beneath the drift here. The

first rock underlying the drift in the southeast corner of the county and under

the township of Royal Oak and parts of Southfield and Troy is of the Devonian

age, while under all the remainder of the county the first rock is of the next

later age, the Carboniferous. The coal basin of the state, which covers the

central part of the lower peninsula, only touches the extreme northwest comer

of Oakland county if at all, and no coal is likely to be found in the county.

It is quite possible that oil may exist in the Trenton rock, but to reach that

stratum wells would have to be bored several thousand feet deep. Salt-bearing

strata probably underlie all of the county at considerable depths below the

first bed-rock, as well as strata impregnated with sulphur and other minerals.

Where the sloping shores of Lake Maumee dip and trend away from the westerly

Maumee glacial moraine crossing the southeast part of the county's porous

strata overlaid by impervious strata having been occasionally so deposited and

formed by the waters of Lake Matunee as to make artesian wells possible. They

are found in Avon, Troy, Bloomfield, Southfield and Farmington townships.

Artesian wells are also found in the vicinity of Ortonville and in some other

parts of the county, and natural springs are quite common. 




Most of

the county lies on the easterly slope of the easterly moraine of the Saginaw

glacier, but a small part of the county is drained westerly. The relative

elevation of different parts of the county is a matter of some interest. As

stated above, Detroit river at the foot of Woodward avenue is 575 feet above

the level of the ocean. Lake Huron is five feet higher and Lake Erie is two

feet lower than the surface of Detroit river at that point. Passing from the

river at the foot of Woodward avenue northwesterly along the Detroit and

Pontiac electric railway the elevations increase as follows: The elevation has

increased at Highland Park and at the south line of Oakland county about 65

feet, and at Royal Oak about 19 feet more, Royal Oak village being about 84

feet above Detroit river. The south part of Birmingham is 191 feet and the

northern part about 209 feet above Detroit river. At the Cranbrook road,

Bloomfield Hills, the height above Detroit river is 290 feet. At Kimble's

Corners the height is 363 feet, and at the United State bench mark on the

northeast comer of the courthouse, Pontiac, the height above Detroit river is

369 feet. 




The

following elevations in feet of various other villages in the county may be of

interest, viz: Big Beaver, 90; Troy Corners, 175; Amy, 298; Rochester, 185 to

225; Goodison, 282; Orion, 419; Eames, 437; Oxford, 486; Thomas Station, 518;

Leonard, 435; Andersonville, 472; Drayton Plains, 385; Waterford, 418;

Clarkston, 425; Davisburgh, 383; Holly, 362; Southfield, 103; Franklin, 212;

Orchard Lake, 372; Farmington, about 175; Novi, 337; Walled Lake, 368;

Commerce, 367; Wixom, 358; South Lyon, 365; New Hudson, 356; Milford, 371;

Highland, 435; Clyde, 455; Rose Centre, 405; and White Lake, 466. Thomas

Station, 518 feet, is therefore the highest village in the county. 




The

heights in feet of the following hills above Detroit river are: Bald Mountain,

in Pontiac township, 618; hills in south part of Springfield township, 585; Mt.

Judah, Orion township, 575; Waterford hill, 574; Heaven hill. White Lake

township, 525; hills west of Mace Day Lake, 525. I have no data for the height

of the hills in the northern tier of townships of the county but some of them

must be nearly if not quite as high as Bald mountain. 




Cass

lake is 356 feet above Detroit river, and very many lakes in the county are

over four hundred feet above that river. All are filled with pure water. While,

because of its glacial origin, a large part of Oakland county is rolling and

somewhat hilly, very few of the hills are too steep to be profitably farmed,

and the whole county lies at such an elevation that there is very little of it

that cannot be successfully drained. As would naturally be inferred from its

geological history, the soil of the county is so constituted that it is

eminently fitted for agriculture. 


















 





CHAPTER III. INDIAN AND PRIMITIVE RECORD 





The

legitimate history of Oakland county, so far as it relates to the settlement

and civilization of the whites, commences with the abandonment of the siege of

Detroit by the great Indian chief, Pontiac, in 1764. With this portentous

danger removed, the interior of southern Michigan became a field of

investigation to adventurers and those seeking homes; so that in 1815 the

surveyor general of the state commenced to run his lines south from Detroit

toward the Ohio boundary. 




Orchard Lake and the Great Chief, Pontiac




Orchard

lake, southwest of Pontiac, was one of the homes of the chief after whom the

city was named, and from that region he is said to have drawn not a small

portion of his supplies, such as fish and water fowl, which enabled him to make

such an alarming display of his strength and resourcefulness before the English

stronghold. 




Pontiac

had not been slow in transferring his allegiance from his old-time friends, the

French, and the new British rulers of the country. In September, 1760, four

days after the surrender of Montreal, Major Robert Rogers received orders from

his superiors to take possession of Detroit, Michilimackinac and other western

posts which fell to the British as the result of the war. On his way to Detroit

he reached the mouth of the Cuyahoga river, the present site of Cleveland, and

there encamped with his command of two hundred rangers who had come hither from

Montreal in fifteen whale-boats. 




Soon

after the arrival of the rangers a party of Indian chiefs and warriors entered

the camp. They proclaimed themselves an embassy from Pontiac, ruler of all that

country, and directed, in his name, that the English should advance no further

until they could have an interview with the great chief who was already close

at hand. In truth, before the day closed, Pontiac himself appeared; and it is

here for the first time that this remarkable character becomes a part of

American history. He is said to have greeted Major Rogers with the haughty

demand "What is your business in this country; and how dare you enter it

without my permission?'' 




Rogers

informed him that the French were defeated, that Canada had surrendered, and

that he was on his way to take possession of Detroit and restore general peace

to white men and Indians alike. Pontiac listened with attention, but only

replied that he should stand in the path until morning." Having inquired

if the strangers were in need of anything which his country afforded, he

withdrew with his chiefs at nightfall to his own encampment, while the English

stood well on their guard until morning. 




Pontiac

then returned to the camp with his attendant chiefs and made his reply to

Rogers' speech of the previous day. He was willing, he said, to live at peace

with the English, and suffer them to remain in his country as long as they

treated him with deference. The Indian chief and provincial officers then

smoked the calumet together. 




Up to

this time, Pontiac had been the fast ally of the French, but, ignorant as he

was of what was passing in the great world of the whites, his remarkable

instinct told him that the English were in the decided ascendant; that it was

the best policy to cultivate their friendship; and he hoped to secure them as

allies in furthering his ambitions against tribes of his own race. In the latter

expectation he was so bitterly disappointed that he became a fierce and stem

foe long to be remembered. 




When

Pontiac found that he could not use the English, he set about to exterminate

them. In 1863 he culminated his plans and conspiracies of several years'

standing. Under his leadership, the Delawares, a portion of the Six Nations,

the Wyandots, the Shawnees, the Ottawas (his own people), and the other western

Indian nations, had agreed to fall simultaneously upon all the frontiers from

Lake Superior to the Susquehanna. Pontiac's eastern coworker in the famous

conspiracy was the celebrated Seneca chief, Kyasuta or Guyasuta, whose home was

on the Allegheny river, but history has given the palm of greatness to the

western leader. 




The

details and -outcome of the conspiracy are known of all; how Pontiac and his

Warriors attempted to enter the Detroit fort and massacre all therein; how this

plan not only failed, but expected relief from the French as well, and how, in

chagrin, he raised the siege, upon the approach of Braddock's army in August,

1764, and withdrew to the headwaters of the Maumee, where he still endeavored

to stir up the red race against the whites. In 1766, at the great Indian

council near Otsego, New York, he signed a perpetual treaty of peace with the

English, and remained at Maimiee until 1769, when he removed to Illinois. Soon

afterward he visited St. Louis to call upon his former friend, St. Ange, the

commandant of that post. He was dressed in the full uniform of a French

officer, which the Marquis Montcalm had presented to him as a special mark of

respect toward the close of the French war. Everywhere he was received and

entertained as a great man. 




Pontiac

remained at St. Louis for several days, when, hearing that a great number of

Indians were assembled at Cahokia on the opposite side of the river, said he

would cross over and see what was going on. St. Ange tried to dissuade him, but

he replied that he was a match for the English, and, with a few of his

followers, crossed to the Illinois shore. Entering the village, he was soon

known and invited to a grand feast where liquor was freely circulated. The

chief, with all his dignity and natural strength of character, could not resist

the native passion for strong drink. After the feast was over and he was well

under the influence of liquor, he strolled down the street into the adjacent

woods, where he was heard to sing the weird medicine songs of his race, which

proved for him to be his requiem. A Kaskaskia Indian followed close behind, and

his dead body was soon after found in a thicket. It is believed that the savage

had been hired to tomahawk the great chief by an English trader named

Williamson, the wage for the dastardly act having been the promise of a barrel

of rum. 




A

terrible vengeance followed this great crime. The Indians of the northwest

united and almost exterminated the Illinois tribes, the remnants of whom never

afterward cut any figure in history. 




Whether

Pontiac ever made the Orchard lake region his actual place of abode is questionable,

but he undoubtedly often passed through the charming region, and that his name

is attached to the metropolis of the county is an added reason why his career

and personality should be presented at some length. 




The Legend of Me-nah-sa-gor-ning




One of

the most noted of the Indian legends attaching to this region has to do with

Orchard lake, or more strictly speaking with the beautiful Me-nah-sa-gor-ning

(Apple island), which lies in its center. Many years ago, Samuel M. Leggett,

one of the county's old settlers, told the story of this legend in verse, but

at such length that it cannot be here reproduced. His introduction, however,

furnishes matter which is both interesting and available. "In the state of

Michigan," it says, "in one county alone — that of Oakland — is a

chain of beautiful lakes, some hundreds in number, many of them miles in length

and width. Around these wind the roadways, over beaches of white pebbles and

shaded by the forests primeval.' Two rivers, the Huron and the Clinton, run through

these lakes, and, in their tortuous forms, wind, and turn, and twist, till

after a course of hundreds of miles, they at last rest in Lakes Erie and St.

Clair. These rivers are in the summer dotted with the water-lily, as they flow

on through the 'openings,' and on their banks are huge old oaks under which, in

the days that are gone, stood many a wigwam. 




"The

legend which I have attempted to verify is founded upon an incident occurring

at Orchard lake long before the coming of the white man and while the grand

farms now lying around it were merely a vast oak opening, its sole occupant the

Indian and the wild beast. Very near the center of this Orchard lake is a large

island, wooded to its very shore. On it are a few apple trees, old and gnarled,

remnants of an orchard planted so long ago that the Indians even have no data

concerning it. Its name, Me-nah-sa-gor-ning, meaning "apple place,"

still lives in tradition. 




"On

this island the Algonquin chief, Pontiac, had his lodge after his repulse at

the siege of Detroit. On the high bank of this lake, opposite the island, is

still to be seen the ancient burial ground of the Sacs, Hurons and Wyandots. 




"Tradition

says that back beyond the memory of the tribe a young chief sickened and

suddenly died. The maiden to whom he was betrothed became insane, and whenever

she could escape from her guardians they would take the body of the chief from

its resting place in the old ground across the lake and carry it back to the

place where his lodge formerly stood. 




"At

last, weary of guarding her, with the advice of their medicine man the tribe

killed her, upon her refusal to marry. This crime, so directly opposed to all

former Indian custom, so offended the Great Spirit that he avowed his intention

of totally destroying the tribe, and to give the maiden, as long as water

flowed,' complete control over it. She alone has power to assume her form at

any time. She can compel the attendance of the tribe at any time by the beating

of the Indian drum. At this sound they must gather and wait where an old canoe

has been gradually covered by the drifting sands. Upon the signal of her coming

with her dead the warriors must meet her on the shore, bear the chief on his

bier and lay him down by the ashes of his council fire and, waiting beside him

until she can caress him, bear him back to his resting place. All, however,

must be done between sunset and sunrise — a foggy night being always chosen to

elude observation." 




Primitive Tillage and Industries




One of

the most complete sketches of aboriginal history as it relates to Oakland

county has been written by O. Poppleton, formerly president of the Oakland

County Pioneer Society. ' It is mainly contained in his address delivered

before that body in June, 1884. The portions applicable to the subject now

being considered are as follows: 




"Oakland

county is not barren of traditional or legendary events of deep interest to the

historian, and to her people. When the Jesuit fathers and French fur traders

first visited this region of the country, and following them the very early

pioneers, they found many evidences of a prior occupation by a

semi-civilization, in the tillage of the soil by unknown and extinct

agriculturists of a very remote period. Many rude agricultural implements have

been found in the clearing and tillage of the land and by excavations; thus

demonstrating theoretically that the country had been previously occupied by a

people who were well versed in the knowledge of practical agriculture, and who

subsisted by cultivating the soil, by mining, in pursuit of game of the

forests, and the fish of the lakes and rivers. 




"The

very early surveyors in pursuit of their calling, and the pioneer in exploring

this region for a favorable location for his homestead, found large areas

which, evidently, had been tilled in hoed crops, judging from the regular and

well-defined rows of hills for corn and vegetables, upon which were then

growing the largest oaks and other trees of the forests. By an actual

computation of the yearly growth of these trees, the occupation of this region

by those people must have been centuries before the discovery of this

continent. 




"The

traditions were that corn, beans and other grains and vegetables were raised

upon these aboriginal fields; that they had sustained a numerous population,

who were proficient in the arts of rude manufacturing of cloths, pottery and

copper utensils, silver and copper ornaments, stone axes, hammers, mortars and

pestles, flint arrow heads, graining and skinning knives, many of which have

been found during the early explorations of the missionaries and traders and

since by the first settlements of the pioneers of the county. 




"At

what period those people occupied the county is difficult even to approximate a

date. Yet from the modified barbarism which is indicated by works left by a

pre-historic race, there can be no other conclusion than that this county has

been occupied by a race long since extinct, who were undoubtedly connected with

the early civilization of Europe. 




Contact with Known Tribes




"In

the early explorations of the Great Lakes by the French, commencing in 1534-5,

they found the descendants of the Algonquin tribes of Indians occupying the

country to the north and west of Detroit, with whom they held social and

commercial intercourse, yet but little of the French and early Indian history

has been preserved. It is known that the fur traders made their annual visits to

this region, through the rivers Huron, Rouge, Raisin and Clinton, for the

purpose of bartering with the Indians for furs and skins. 




"But

little has been preserved of the Indian history, or of the French nomadic

occupation. One Micheau, a French and Indian trader, who died about the time of

the first settlement of Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties, at the advanced age

of one hundred and fifteen or one hundred and sixteen years, relates that one

of the traditions of the tribes was that a sanguinary conflict occurred between

the Foxes and Chippewas, upon the plains north and west, adjoining what is now

the village of Birmingham, and known as the Willits, Doctor Swan and Captain

Blake farms, on sections 24 and 25. 




Scars of Battle




"The

village of the Chippewas was situated near the present site of the cemetery and

formed a nucleus from which they sallied forth upon their hunting, fishing and

warlike expeditions and forays, returning with varied success and bringing

game, furs and the scalps of their hated foe, the Foxes. Between these powerful

tribes there had existed a deadly feud for many years, until it culminated in

an attack by the Foxes upon the Chippewas, at their village. How many braves

were engaged in the conflict, tradition has failed to hand down to us. That

there were many on each side is evident from the number of dead redskins said

to have been found in the trail of the retreating tribes and on the

battlefield. The Chippewas were defeated after a desperate struggle in defending

their children, squaws and camp fires, and their village burned. They retreated

along the trails towards what is now Detroit, closely pursued by their foes,

leaving about seven hundred dead bodies along the course of their retreat; and

on the field of battle the dead were too numerous to be counted. The pride and

prowess of this once powerful tribe was crushed and humiliated, and thereafter

they declined in influence and numbers. 




"There

is one other notable Indian tradition, of an event which occurred in the county

— that of a hostile meeting between the great chief Pontiac and another tribe,

in the vicinity of a large, while oak tree, in the township of Royal Oak, on

section 16, from which the township derives its name; located near the junction

of the Crook's, Niles and Paint Creek roads. At the time I first saw it, in

1825, it still bore the scars made by the tomahawks, arrows and bullets. But at

what date this happened, or what tribe was opposed to Pontiac and his

followers, I have never been able to learn, not even through traditional

history." 




C. Z. Horton's Contributions




C. Z.

Horton has also made valuable contributions to the Indian pictures of Oakland

county, some of which are given. They were originally published in the

Rochester Era, As to evidences of former tillage, either by Indians or a more

primitive race, he says: "In this connection I would state that the

appearance of the woodlands when I first came here (to Rochester), especially

south of the Clinton river, looked like an old corn field, or like hills where

corn had grown, the rows running a little west of north and east of south,

about four feet apart each way; besides all the stones had been piled up, as

but few scattering ones could be seen and many of them were deeply imbedded in

the earth." 




Indian Camping Ground and Cemetery




"Near

the dwelling of Mr. Edwin T. Wilcox, on the Paint Creek road, some two miles

south of Rochester," he continues, "there were deep indentations in

the ground, and from ten to twelve feet across, some of them two or more feet

deep. They followed the line of the ridge, were from four to six feet apart —

perhaps 100 of them — and were parallel, showing the appearance of a winter

camping-ground where the earth had been thrown up around their wigwams, as it was

afterwards discovered, in digging in them, they contained the debris of ashes

and charcoal. On the lot owned by Mr. Simeon P. Hartwell, the same broken

surface appeared, also the corn hills. On the Chipman farm, now occupied by Mr.

Weaver, some eighty or one hundred rods east and north, the same indications

were observable, also an old burial ground. These signs I never observed north

of the river. 




Queer Customs




"It

was a custom with the Indians that when their young arrived at a proper age

they were enclosed in a wigwam and had to remain thus in seclusion by

themselves a number of days, or until they would dream of some animal, bird, or

reptile, and be able to number and tell of it in the morning. Whatever the

dream might be that would be an object of worship through life — such as a

bear, a deer, a fox, an eagle, hawk, or smaller animals and birds, and even

snakes and lizards. I have often seen trees in the woods, in this vicinity,

with rude representations of this kind worked on them, which was their habit of

doing. I saw two boys in their wigwams undergoing this ordeal — singing during

the day and silent at night. This happened in front of Mr. William Burbank's

residence in the summer of 1825, where Mr. Conrad Taylor now resides. I asked

Mrs. Burbank what was the object of the Indians to be thus engaged on a sultry

day? She said it was one of their religious ceremonies. I have since learned

that such was the case. 




"Here

is another circumstance, or rather a ceremony of the Indians I have heard

narrated by the old settlers, which will be of interest to all those living in

this vicinity, which took place in 1824. It is this: south of the Barnes

Brothers' paper mill, near the hill, on the land occupied by Mr. Ezekiel Dewey,

the Indians cleared off all the flat, built a large log heap, and set it on

fire; in building the heap they left an opening in the center. They then

brought forth two white dogs which they had fantastically decorated with red

flannel around their necks, tied in their ears and around their legs and tails;

and when the pile had fairly become ignited all through, they threw their

canine victims into the aperture left in the middle of the blazing pile. They

then commenced their songs and dances, which they kept up all night — as the

old saying is, 'they made the welken ring.' 




The Passing of We-se-gah




We-se-gah

was probably one of the most turbulent of the Indians in this section. He was

large and muscular, and when in liquor was ready for fight. Most of the

settlers were afraid of him. Of his quarrelsome and pugilistic propensity none

perhaps were better acquainted than Alexander and Benjamin Graham. They both

had, several times, quarreled with him. We-se-gah at one time drew a tomahawk

on Benjamin while he was at work on his shoe-bench, for which Benjamin gave him

a very sound thrashing, and at another time he attacked Alexander. After a long

tussle, of nearly an hour's duration, Alexander finally overpowered him.

We-se-gah, drawing his blanket over his face, then sat down and waited for Graham

to dispatch him according to Indian law — by burying a tomahawk in his head.

Graham raised the blanket and said to him: "Go! Never come back. If you

do, I will kill you!" We-se-gah went, and was never seen in this section

afterward". 


















 





CHAPTER IV. FIRST SETTLERS AND LAND OWNERS 





Any

general history will inform the reader as to the nature of the civil or

judicial jurisdiction which was theoretically exercised over the territory now

recognized as Oakland county, but humanly speaking we have no vital interest in

the subject until men, women and children commenced to appear and form

households in the new country. This happened about two years after the state

surveys commenced in southern Michigan, the pioneers in the Oakland county

movement being James Graham, his son Alexander, Christopher Hartsough and John

Hersey. They located in the township now known as Avon on the 17th day of

March, 1817, and brought their families with them. 




Great Set-Back to Settlement




It took

so many years to counteract the report made by the surveyor general in relation

to the military, or southern Michigan lands, that a somewhat extended review of

the attending circumstances seems germane to the subject. On the 6th of May,

1812, congress passed an act requiring that two million acres of land should be

surveyed in the then territory of Louisiana; a like quantity in the territory

of Illinois, as well as in the territory of Michigan — in all, six million

acres, to be set apart for the soldiers of America in the war of 1812. The

lands were surveyed and appropriated, under this law, in Louisiana and

Illinois, but the surveyors reported that there were no lands fit for

cultivation. The principal meridian and the base line for the Michigan surveys

were established in 1815. 




The

surveyor general's report which so long retarded immigration to southern

Michigan and Oakland county was as follows: "The country on the Indian

boundary line from the mouth of the Great Auglaize river and running thence for

about fifty miles is (with some few exceptions low, wet land, with a very thick

growth of underbrush, intermixed with very bad marshes, but generally very

heavily timbered with beech, withtonwood, oak, etc.; thence continuing north

and extending from the Indian boundary eastward, the number and extent of the

swamps increase, with the addition of numbers of lakes, from twenty chains to

two and three miles across. 




"Many

of the lakes have extensive marshes adjoining their marshes, sometimes thickly

covered with' a species of pine called tamarack, and other places covered with

a coarse, high grass, and uniformly covered from six inches to three feet (and

more at times) with water. The margins of these lakes are not the only places

where swamps are found, for they are interspersed throughout the whole country,

and filled with water, as above stated, and varying in extent. 




"The

intermediate space between these swamps and lakes — which is probably near

one-half the country — is, with very few exceptions, a poor, barren, sandy

land, on which scarcely any vegetation grows, except very small, scrubby oaks.

In many places that part which may be called dry land is composed of little,

short sand-hills, forming a kind of deep basins, the bottom of many of which

are composed of marsh similar to the above described. The streams are generally

narrow and very deep compared with their width, the shores and bottoms of which

are (with very few exceptions) swampy beyond description; and it is with the

utmost difficulty that a place can be found over which horses can be conveyed

in safety. 




"A

circumstance peculiar to that country is exhibited in many of the marshes, by

their being thinly covered with a sward of grass, by walking on which evinces

the existence of water, or a very thin mud immediately under the covering which

sinks from six to eighteen inches under the pressure of the foot at every step,

and at the same time rises before and behind the person passing over it. The

margins of many of the lakes and streams are in a similar situation, and in

many places are literally afloat. On approaching the eastern part of the

Military lands towards the private claims on the straits and lake, the country

does not contain so many swamps and lakes, but the extreme sterility and

barrenness of the soil continues the same. 




"Taking

the country altogether so far as it has been explored, and to all appearances,

together with information received concerning the balance, is so bad there

would not be more than one acre out of a hundred, if there would be one out of

a thousand, that would in any case admit of cultivation." 




The

effect of this report upon congress was that so much of the act of 1812 as

related to Michigan was repealed by an act of April 29, 1816, which also

located 1,500,000 acres of additional land in Illinois and 500,000 acres in

Missouri, in lieu of the original 2,000,000 allotted to Michigan. It was not

until 1817 and 1818 that a few venturesome pioneers braved the dangers of the

terrible morasses depicted in the report of the surveyor general, and

demonstrated how flimsy was the basis for its misleading statements. The visits

of Major Oliver Williams and his companions, in the fall of 1818, marked the

great turning point of public opinion for the better; it proved beyond question

that there was a fertile and beautiful country in the interior, when once the

immigrant had penetrated through the marshy belt which girdled Detroit. 




Oakland County's First Settlers




Something

about these men who thus sowed the seeds of civilization in Oakland county is

given by Hon. T. J. Drake in one of his many historical addresses, to which all

writers of the early times are so much indebted. His words are: "In early

life old Mr. Graham (James), resided near Tioga Point, on the Chemung branch of

the Susquehanna river, in Pennsylvania. About sixty years since, he moved to

Oxford, in Upper Canada, in 1816 to Mt. Clemens, and on the 17th day of March,

1817, came into Oakland county to locate on a farm now occupied by Dr. William

Thompson, lying on the north bank of the Clinton river. B. Graham, a young son

of Mr. James Graham, was employed as one of the hands under Colonel Wampler, in

surveying that town in 1816. 




John

Hersey was the first man that entered lands in the county of Oakland on the

29th of October, 1818. He entered a part of section 10, in this town, on the

waters of Paint creek and erected a saw mill, the first in the county. He

placed in it a run of stone which were manufactured in the county by a mechanic

by the name of Wood, and made the first flour manufactured in Oakland. By his

exertions the inconveniences and hardships attendant on a new. settlement were

greatly relieved and immigration largely induced. The name of John Hersey,

whose long life was marked by signal industry and integrity, should be engraven

on the memory of every citizen of Oakland. Pioneers of Oakland! Long may his

memory be cherished." 




Mr. O.

Poppleton's account in an address before the County Pioneer Society: "It

has now been sixty-seven years since the first permanent settlers located in

the county of Oakland. The first were John Hersey, James and Alexander Graham

and Christopher Hartsough in the township of Avon, with their families, on

March 17, 1817, who spent their first night on the plat of ground between the

junction of Paint creek and Clinton river. These families came by way of Mt.

Clemens, following the course of the Clinton river, there being an impenetrable

swamp between Detroit and their new home — so reported by the commission sent

out by the surveyor general. The report demonstrates how little was known of

the interior of the territory and county at that time. Sixty years ago Moses

Allen entered the first lands in the county at the United States land office at

Detroit on October 24, 1818, being the southwest quarter of section 32 in

Orion." 




The Mack Colony of Pontiac




In 1818,

the year after the Grahams settled in Avon township. Colonel Stephen Mack,

agent of the Pontiac Land Company, located a small colony on the site of the

future county seat. Accompanying him were Orison Allen, William Lester and

Major J. J. Todd, with their families, and they were not "planted"

until in the fall of that year. 




The same

autumn and winter, settlements were commenced at Birmingham, Royal Oak, and

other places above the Detroit and Saginaw trail, and in March, 1819, Major

Oliver Williams and his brother-in-law Alpheus Williams, settled in Waterford

township. Captain Archibald Phillips also settled in Waterford very early.

Among the first to enter land in Troy were Messrs Castle, Hunter, Hamilton and

Fairbanks, in February, 1819. 




"Uncle Ben" Woodworth




In town

4, north of range 11 east, now called Oakland, the first purchase was made by

Benjamin Woodworth and William Russell, on the 16th of March, 1819. They

entered a part of section 33. The history of father Russell, as he was

familiarly called, is truth itself, candid and unassuming. He was an example of

sociality and benevolence, upright and just in all his ways. Benjamin

Woodworth, "Uncle Ben," as he was known by all who ever stopped at

the "Steamboat Hotel" in Detroit, had a heart full of kindness and a

hand ever ready to help the distressed. He was the constant friend of Oakland

county, and he never forgot or forsook her early inhabitants. In 1824, James

Coleman and James Hazard purchased; in 1825, Benedict Baldwin, Horace Lathrop,

James D. Galloway, J. B. Galloway, J. Dewey, Samuel Hilton, Ezra Newman, David

Hammond and Needham Hemmingway, became purchasers and were among the early

settlers. 




First

Surveys 




Most of

the earliest explorers of Oakland county came in by way of Mount Clemens and

the Clinton river, the year 1819 being one of the busiest of the very early

period. The pioneers followed close on the heels of the government surveyors.

Among the latter who saw the country in the pioneer times of which we write

were Colonel Joseph Wampler and Captain Henry Parke, and to the latter the

author is indebted for an interesting picture which will be presented later. 




Virtually,

the dates of land entries fix the dates of settlement, as most of those who

entered land did so for the purpose of founding homes and not to hold it for

"speculation." Mr. O. Poppleton has made the most complete synopsis

of those who located the first lands in the different townships, and his list

is often published without giving him due credit. It was first given in his

address before the Oakland County Pioneer Society February 20, 1889. 




From the

date of Pontiac's abandoning the siege of Detroit, in 1764, to the time of

ordering the survey of the county by the surveyor general, in 1815, I find in

my researches but little authoritative historical interest," he says.

"But in my investigations of the early surveys in the state and county I

find it replete with interest. From the old records I learn that the first

surveys in the territory of which we find any public record were made by Aaron

Greely of 'Private Land Claims' on St. Clair, Detroit and Rouge rivers in the

winter of 1809 and from July to November, 1810. 




The

first surveys upon the meridian line were made by Benjamin Hough in the fall of

1815, from the north line of town 3 west, in Jackson county, south to the Ohio

state line. The first surveys on the base line were east of town 5 east, in

Livington county, to Lake St. Clair, by Alexander Holmes, in 1815. 




The

earliest subdivisions of townships are given in the order as surveyed, viz.: In

March, 1817, town 1 north, range 10 east, Southfield; in April, 1818, towns 1

and 2 north, range 11 east. Royal Oak and Troy, by Joseph Wampler; in May,

1817, town 1 north, range 9 east, Farmington, by Samuel Carpenter. 




Locations Under the "Two Dollar" Act




Entries

under the "credit" system or the "two dollar act" were made

in the townships of the county as follows: Waterford, Independence, Southfield,

Bloomfield, Pontiac, Orion, Troy, Avon, Oakland and Royal Oak, commencing October

24, 1818, by Moses Allen in Orion, of the southwest quarter, section 32, the

first location of land in the county. 




The

second location was made by John Hersey of the southeast quarter, section 10,

in Avon, November 10, 1818. 




The

third was made by Joseph Watson of the District of Columbia, of the east

one-half and northwest quarter of section 35, in Pontiac, November 30, 1818. 




Stephen

Mack, who has had credit for the first entry in the township, did not locate

until September 19, 1818, nineteen days after that made by Joseph Watson. 




The

fourth location was made by John Montieth of the southwest quarter of section

3, in Southfield, December 15, 1818. 




The

fifth was made by Austin E. Wing, of the northeast one-quarter of section 29,

in Bloomfield, December 23, 1818. Mr. Wing was afterwards elected a delegate in

congress from the territory to the Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-Second

congresses. Mr. Wing accompanied General Cass on one of his explorations

through Oakland, Genesee and Saginaw counties. Passing through Bloomfield they

camped on the banks of Wing lake, which now bears his name and where he located

the land mentioned. 




The

sixth location was by Archibald Phillips, of the east one-half and southwest

one-quarter of section 29, in Independence, February 6, 1819. 




The

seventh was by William Thurber, of the northwest quarter of section 6, Royal

Oak, February 4, 1819. 




The

eighth was by John Hamilton, J. W. Hunter, Lemuel Castle and Joseph Fairbanks,

of the northwest quarter of section 19, in Troy, February 12, 1819. 




The

ninth was by Ephraim Williams, of the north one-half of section 13 in

Waterford, February 18, 1819, bordering on the banks of Silver lake, being the

homestead of Major Oliver Williams, father of Ephraim S., Gardner D., Alfred,

Alpheus, Benjamin O., James, Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. Mary Hodges and Mrs. Harriet

Walker. 




The

tenth was by Benjamin Wood worth and William Russell, on section 33, in

Oakland, February 18, 1819. 




Numerous

other locations were made in the ten townships under the "credit'' or

"two dollar act" until July, 1820, when the law passed by congress

reducing the price to $1.25 per acre, advance payment, took effect. 




The "Ten Shilling" Act




The

first entry made under this act in the county was by Davis Stanard, July 3,

1820, of the northeast quarter of section 4, in Bloomfield. 




The

second was by Joel Weelman, July 3, 1820, of the one-half southeast quarter of

section 33, in Avon. 




Colonel

Stanard was a popular hotel keeper in those early days of pioneer life and

dispensed to the traveling public with a liberal hand choice venison, fresh

fish, Ohio hog and Kentucky Bourbon, and later in life imbibed too freely

himself for weak eyes. When remonstrated with by his attending physician for so

doing and told that he must stop drinking any stimulant or lose his eyes, he

replied: "Then good-bye, eyes." There are a few pioneers here today

who knew the Colonel well, and no doubt have partaken of his good cheer, not

omitting old bourbon. 




At the

opening of the land offices in Michigan, the public lands were offered at

auction, and such as were not sold were subject to sale to individuals at two

dollars an acre, one-fourth to be paid down, the remainder in one, two and

three years with interest. And all the lands which were entered previous to the

3rd day of July, 1820, were purchased under this act. 




Great Event for the Pioneer Land Owner




At the

risk of repetition, here and there, we add facts along this line compiled by

Judge Drake, as follows: 




On the

23rd of April, 1820, congress passed an act authorizing the sale of public

lands at $1.25 an acre, payments in full at the time of the purchase. This was

the great event in the history of Michigan, and indeed of the whole western

country. It put an end to that system of vassalage under which the purchasers

of public lands had labored. The purchaser became at once the absolute owner of

the soil. Every act of improvement was made to benefit him or his children. 




There

was a feeling of certainty in his labors, and in his possessions which was more

than wealth. If death overtook the pioneer in his first efforts, the agony of

parting from his wife and children was half removed. When he turned upon them

the last living gaze and beheld their little forms gathering around his dying

bed, he was consoled with the thought that the land on which he had toiled was

theirs. No exacting landlord could claim it as forfeited for payments deferred.

From the passing of that act, the growth and prosperity of Michigan became a

certainty, and the increase of population was surprising. 




Town of Pontiac Settled




Ezra

Baldwin, Job Smith, John W. Hunter, David Johnson, Oliver Levi Willetts, Joseph

Fairbanks, William Morris, Lemuel Castle, Joseph Torry, Daniel Ferguson, Ziba

Swan, John Hamilton, Amaza Bagley, Almy and Asa Castle were among the first

settlers in town 3 north, range 10 east, called Pontiac. 




The

first entry of lands was made by Col. Stephen Mack for the Pontiac Company. On

the 6th day of November, 1818, he entered section 29, and the northeast quarter

of section 33, soon after the north half and the southwest quarter of 28, and

finally the southeast quarter of 20, on which the company laid out the village

in 1818. 




On the

south side of the river and on the west side of the Saginaw road, was the great

Indian camping ground, where all the Indians used to stop on their way to and

from Detroit. 




In town

2 north, range 11 east, called Troy, the first lands were purchased by Castle,

Hunter, Hamilton and Fairbanks. On the 12th of February, 1819, they bought a

part of section 19. On the 22nd of October, 1819, Ezra Baldwin entered a part

of section 18; Michael Kemp on the 25th of November, 1819, a part of section 3,

and on the 7th of December, 1819, Michael Beech a part of section 8. 




In the

years 1820, 1821 and 1822, John Prindle, George Abbey, Joshua Davis, Ebenezer

Belding, S. V. R. Trowbridge, Jesse Perrin, P. J. Perrin, Luther Fletcher, Aaron

Webster, Stillman Bates, William Wellman, A. W. Wellman, Silas Glazier, Guy

Phelps, Johnson Niles, John Waldron, Edward Downer, Ira Jennings, Humphrey

Adams and S. Sprague, became purchasers, and were among the early settlers. The

second lot, which was entered under the "ten shilling act" was by

Joel Wellman, in Troy, a part of section 3. 




The

gentle sloping surface of the country — the majestic growth of timber, the

dark, rich soil, attracted many settlers to that town, and the whole was

settled with unrivalled rapidity. And now the nicely painted houses, and well

cultivated farms show how accurately the pioneer judged, and how well the earth

has repaid him for his labor. 




Avon and White Lake




In town

3, north range 11 east, now called Avon, the first lands were entered on the

29th of October, 1818. In 1819, A. E. Wing, T. C. Sheldon, Solomon Sibley,

James Abbott, Daniel LeRoy, Alexander Graham, William Williams, J. Baldwin, D.

Bronson, J. Myers, Ira Roberts, Nathaniel Baldwin, George Postal, William Thompson,

John Miller and Isaac Willetts entered land; in 1821, Cyrus A. Chipman and

Frederick A. Sprague; in 1822, Champlin Green, Gad Norton, William Burbank, and

Smith Weeks. It was in this town that the seeds of civilization were first

planted in the county of Oakland, as has previously been narrated at some

length. 




In town

3, north of range 8 east, now called White Lake, the first entry was made by

Harley Olmstead, of Monroe county. New York, on the 7th day of October, 1830;

he entered a part of section 36. In 1832 Joseph Voorheis and Jesse Seeley

purchased. Thomas Garner, John Garner, C C. Wyckoff and John Rhodes also bought

land and were among the early settlers in that town. "In 1829," says

Judge Drake, "while searching for the headwaters of the Shiawassee river,

I traveled over the most of the town, visited the shores of that beautiful

sheet of water from which the town derives its name, and the charming plain on

which now stands the village of White Lake, then clothed in the gorgeous dye of

autumnal flowers, presented one of the most magnificent views of uncultivated

landscape." 




Springfield and Groveland




In town

4, north of range 8 east, now called Springfield, on the 19th of July, 1830,

Daniel LeRoy made the first entry. He purchased on section 19, including the

Petit Lafountain or Little Springs. This place had a wide renown. It was the

resting place of the trader and trapper, of the red man as well as the white

man when on his journey to and from Saginaw and other places in the northern

wilderness. Immediately after the LeRoy purchase the place was occupied by

Asahel Fuller. In 1833 Giles Bishop, O. Powell, John M. Calkins and Jonah Gross

purchased. 




In town

5, north of range 8 east, now called -Groveland, on the 3rd day of September,

1829, William Roberts, then of the county of Oakland, made the first purchase.

On the 29th of May, 1830, John Underbill, E. W. Fairchild and M. W. Richards

bought land. In 1830 Henry W. Horton purchased at a point then known as

Pleasant Valley, and in 1831, Franklin Herrick, Alexander Galloway and Constant

Southworth became land owners. Mr. Southworth settled on a famous spot on the

old Saginaw trail known in those days as the Big Springs. Those who have taken

the trouble to descend from the roadside to the spring of 'water will bear

testimony to its great beauty. It was ever held in great veneration by the

Indians, and they seldom passed it without refreshing themselves. Those who

have looked into that crystal fountain and beheld the sparkling water as it

came bubbling up from the secret chambers of the earth, will not wonder that

the redman saw in the aqueous mirror the Chemanito, or Great Spirit. 




Farmington and West Bloomfield




In town

1, north of range 9 east, now called Farmington, Eastman Colby, of Monroe

county. New York, made the first entry; on the 12th of October, 1822, he

entered a part of section 14. In January, 1823, Arthur Power purchased. In the

same year G. W. Collins, William B. Cogshall, Peleg S. Utley, Benjamin Wixom,

Timothy Allen, Leland Green, Abraham Aldrich made purchases and among them were

the first settlers in that town. 




In town

2, north of range 9 east, now called West Bloomfield, James Harrington, of Cayuga

county, New York, made the first purchase on the 18th of May, 1823, entering

the entire section 36. The same year Rufus R. Robinson, Erastus Durkee, John

Huff, Benjamin Irish, Edward Ellerby, Benjamin Leonard and William Annett

purchased, and John Huff bought a tract on the south side of Pine lake and

erected the first house in that part of the town. William Annett purchased a

part of section 22, his wife died at an early day, the old gentleman lived on

the farm and cultivated it until his death. It was long afterward owned by his

only child, Mrs. Hartwell Green. 


















 




Waterford and Independence




In town

3, north of range 9 east, now called Waterford, Major Oliver Williams, called

by the Indians, Togee, settled on the west bank of Silver lake, in 1819, on section

13. His brother-in-law, Alpheus Williams and Captain Archibald Phillips,

settled early at the crossing on the Clinton river, where the village of

Waterford now stands and erected there a sawmill as early as 1824. David Mayo

purchased on the 28th of September, 1821; Captain Chesley Blake, Harvey Durfee

and Austin Durfee in 1822; Harvey Seeley, John S. Porter, Samuel Hunger ford,

W. M. Tappan, Thaddeus Alvord, Charles Johnston and Joseph Voorheis, in 1823. 




In town

4, north of range 9 east, now called Independence, Alpheus Williams made the

first purchase on the loth of October, 1823. 




The

point was well known to the Indians, and by them called Saepee. In 1819, Major

Joseph Todd, William Lester and Orrison Allen, were residents in the village;

in the same year Calvin Hotchkiss and Jeremiah Allen entered lands, and Judah

Church in 1820. 




In 1821

Abner Davis, Eastman Colby, Alexander Galloway, Rufus Clark, Enoch Hotchkiss

and James Harrington purchased; and these men, with G. W. Butson, John Edson,

Joshua S. Terry, Joseph Harris, Stephen Reeves and Capt. Joseph Bancroft, were

among the early settlers of the town of Pontiac. 




Orion and Oxford




In town

4 north, range 10 east, now called Orion, Judah Church and John Wetmore made

the first purchase; on the 18th of October, 1819, they purchased a lot on

section 19, being the first choice, in what was known as the Big Pinery. In

1824, Moses Mimson, Powell Carpenter, Jesse Decker, Phillip Bigler, Jonathan

Pinckney and Simeon Simmons purchased. Alexander McVean, David Bagg, John

McElvery and Daniel McVean, were among the early settlers. 




In town

5 north, range 10 east, called Oxford, the first purchase was made by Elbridge

G. Deming, on the 28th of January 1823. But few inhabitants settled in this

town until 1833, when Joseph Rossman, Fitz Rossman, John Shippy, John Wellman

and S. Axford purchased. Daniel Applegate, Jeremiah Hunt, Jutish Bixley and

Messrs. Van Wagoners were among the early settlers. 




The

plains about the village of Oxford were passed over by those seeking for farms

for many years; and places less valuable were settled in the far off forests,

under the supposition that those were valueless for agricultural purposes. Thus

one of the best portions of the county remained uncultivated till a late

period. 




Royal Oak and Troy




In town

1 north, range 11 east, called Royal Oak, L. Luther and D. McKinstry made the

first entry; on the 6th of July, 1820, they entered a part of section 33. In

1821, Henry Stephens, Alexander Campbell, Diodate Hubbard, Abraham Noyes, J. Goddard,

Hezekiah Gridly, James Lockwood and David Williams, and they, together with

Henry O. Bronson, Daniel Burrows, Mr. Chase, Mr. Morse and that eccentric old

lady, Mrs. Chappel, well known by the soubriquet of Mother Handsome, were among

the first settlers. 




In 1826,

John W. Beardsley purchased on the Chesse-bau plains, where he resided for many

years afterward. 




Henry T.

Sanderson purchased in 1833. In 1831 Melvin Dorr, and Butler Holcomb bought

lands, about where stands the village of Clarkston, and erected there, on the

east branch of the Clinton river, a sawmill. 




Brandon, Southfield and Bloomfield




In town

5, north range 9 east, called Brandon, Elijah B. Clark, Asa Owen and Jesse

Decker made the first purchase on the 30th of June, 1831, and entered a part of

section 25. In 1833, John Perry, Alexander G. Huff and Mary Quick purchased,

and in 1835, G. M. Giddings, Henry Forbes and Daniel Hunt entered lands. But

few entries were made in this town before 1836. 




In town

1 north, range. 10 east, first organized as Ossewa, but now called Southfield,

the first entry of lands were made by John Wetmore in May, 1821. In the same

year Peter Dennoyer and John Monteith purchased, and in 1822 Harry Brownson,

Samuel Shattuck and Eli Curtis. Dillucena Stoughton, Elijah Bullock, Edward

Cook, Philo Reed, John Davis, William Lee, were among the early settlers of the

town. 




In town

2 north, range 10 east, called Bloomfield, the first entry of lands was made on

the 28th of January, 1819, by Benjamin H. Pierce. March 16, 1829, Peter

Dennoyer entered a lot, and on the 3r day of July, 1820, Col. David Stannard

entered a part of section 4. The Stannard entry was the first made in Michigan

under what was called the "ten shilling" act. 


















 





CHAPTER V. PICTURES OF THE PAST 





In the

previous chapter mention has been made of the first settlers and land owners in

the various sections and townships of Oakland county. In this chapter, the

author is pleased to present, through the papers of several well-known

pioneers, pictures which are principally drawn from experience and observation

"on the spot.'' 




Hervey Parke Comes to Oakland County




The

first contribution is taken from papers read before the County Pioneer Society

in 1874 and 1876, by Captain Hervey Parke, the old-time surveyor whose name has

already appeared a number of times in the course of the historical narrative.

His first paper is entitled "Recollections of My First Tour in Michigan in

1821," and such selections are taken from it as appear to be most

pertinent. Captain Parke was teaching in Oneida county, New York, at the time,

but like many enterprising young men had studied surveying and wanted to see

the west. Despite the discouraging reports regarding Michigan, which had

reached the east through the surveyors' reports, he determined to investigate

for himself, and on the 21st of March, 1821, in company with Treat Bryant and John

Simons, started on his journey of five hundred miles, carrying a knapsack

containing his surveying instruments and enough other contents to weigh

forty-five pounds. After sixteen days of travel through mud and water, often

knee deep, the three young men reached Detroit river and crossed over to the

city in a rowboat. 




In

Detroit Captain Parke had his first view of the Steamboat Hotel, kept by

Benjamin Woodworth, who was to figure considerably in Oakland county affairs,

and also passed the store of Oliver Newberry, in whose employ he was to meet

Elisha Beach, a future citizen of Pontiac. The travelers did not linger in the

metropolis, at this time, but were soon in the highway which led into the

interior toward the northwest and Oakland county. The last of the three small

houses which they passed before fairly striking the wilderness of southern

Michigan, was about nine miles from Detroit, and was occupied by Mrs. Chappel,

more familiarly known as Mother Handsome. Here they found shelter for the

night. About half a mile beyond, when they resumed their journey in the

morning, they reached the causeway built by the troops under Colonel

Leavenworth in 1818. This was a little less than a mile in length and

pronounced by Captain Parke as "the worst ever built, as no regard was

paid to equalizing the size of the logs, the largest and the smallest lying

side by side. 




Bloomfield and Royal Oak in 1821




"At

the angle of the road, twelve miles from Detroit, we passed the Royal Oak tree,

which had nothing remarkable in its appearance, but was known as the point from

which Horatio Ball had started the line when surveying the road to Pontiac,

known as the Ball line road. This angle also was the point of intersection of

Paint Creek road; a Mr. Woodford lived about a mile beyond. A little south of

the line between the towns of Bloomfield and Royal Oak two families by the name

of Keyser and Thurber had settled. Reaching the beautiful table-land where is

now situated the village of Birmingham, we found four families: Elisha Hunter,

his son, John W. Hunter, John Hamilton and Elijah Willets — the latter,

inn-keeper. Here I got my first glimpse of the lovely land of Oakland county.

Three fourths of a mile this side, of Hunter's lived Dr. Swan and his

son-in-law, Sidney Dole, who was justice of the peace, register of deeds and

county clerk. The next house was that of Deacon Elijah Fish, and on the hill

just south of where now is Bloomfield Center, resided Amasa Bagley and his

son-in-law, William Morris, the latter being sheriff of the county. 




"The

next settler was a Mr. Ferguson, whose neighbors, if living, may remember him

from the remark he made after the nomination of Austin E. Wing, as delegate to

congress in 1824 or 1825. Ferguson was a Whig, and, disputing with a Democrat

who asserted Wing could never be elected, replied: 'He will surely be elected,

for the very whippoorwills sing "vote for Wing, vote for Wing." '

Well, Wing was elected, took his seat in congress, and performed his duty nobly

for the young territory. 




"Major

Joseph Todd lived on the farm since known as the Elliott farm, and nearby Asa

B. Hadsel. The next house, a half-mile further, was that of Colonel David

Stanard, a small framed house, being the same Joseph J. Todd occupied about

forty-five years, having added to its length and height. 




Infant Village of Pontiac




"About

one and a half miles through the woods we approached the village of Pontiac,

where we found a small framed house on the west side of Saginaw street, nearly

opposite where the Methodist church now stands, occupied by Mr. Terry. Crossing

the bridge, on the corner of Saginaw and Water streets, we found a small log

house, the first erected in the village, and a little beyond and on the east

side of Saginaw street (if my memory serves me), O. Bartlett lived in a small

framed house. These were the only buildings at this time (June 1, 1821) on

Saginaw street. This street being well filled with hazel brush. Water street

received the travel to Perry street. On the west side of the latter street,

between Pike and Lawrence, were three houses, one occupied by Deacon Orisen

Allen, and a little beyond on the east side of Perry street, nearly opposite

the grist mill, stood a double log house called the 'Company house,' and

occupied by Colonel Stephen Mack, agent of the Pontiac company. In addition to

the grist mill there was a sawmill and work shop. On the first Monday in June,

my first visit to the village, a militia training was in full blast; John W.

Hunter commanded the one and only company north of the base line in Michigan

territory. On this day the company was divided and a new company formed by

electing the late Colonel Calvin Hotchkiss captain. Proceeding northwest on the

road occasionally traveled to Saginaw, distant about a mile from the village.

Captain Stanley lived on what has more recently been known as the Pier farm, on

the present White Lake road. 




Governor Wisner and His "Mullet" Story




"The

Indian trail from Detroit to Saginaw, which decided the location of Pontiac,

crossed the Clinton at the same point as the present bridge on Saginaw street;

turned northerly toward the company house, then bore northwesterly, keeping

east of the extensive marsh just beyond the residence of the late Governor

Wisner, then turned in a northwesterly direction, crossing the Pontiac creek a

few rods northwest of the present crossing on the Saginaw road. Oliver

Williams, on the southwest side of Silver lake was the next home, three and

one-half miles from Pontiac. He had removed to this place from Detroit in 1818;

he built the first farm barn in the county, the lumber for enclosing it being

manufactured by a couple of Frenchmen from Detroit, with a whip saw. 




"Mr.

Wisner kept open house, and in passing and re-passing to Flint river, in 1821,

I invariably called. He was a real gentleman, social, good-natured, remarkably

generous and hospitable, and fond of a good story. I well remember late one

evening in December, 1821, in returning with our surveying party from Flint,

after fording the Clinton at the little pinery, with the thermometer at zero,

when nearly off our legs, we reached and were most kindly cared for in this

most hospitable home. During one of my calls I inquired if there were many fish

in Silver lake; he replied he could not say in regard to numbers, but he once hauled

out a mullet that weighed one hundred and forty pounds. This rather surprised

me, and while reflecting, not wishing to dispute his veracity, he observed my

embarrassment as to the remark being somewhat fishy, and explained that a

brother of John Mullett, the surveyor, was once fishing there, and falling into

the lake was rescued by Mr. Williams. In those days of easy familiarity, he was

known by the cognomen of Major Togee, and once at a social party at Dr.

Chipman's, Mrs. Chipman desiring to address him by his title, and in the

excitement of the occasion being forgetful of the same, said 'Major Hot Toddy,

Major Hot Toddy!' About four miles beyond O. Williams, and at the crossing of

the Indian trail on the Clinton, resided Alpheus Williams and Captain Archibald

Phillips, where a sawmill had been erected, and at this time was in operation. 




Becomes Horatio Ball's Assistant




"But

I will now return to my temporary home at Captain John Hunter's, of whose

kindness, together with that of his excellent wife, long since gone to her

reward, I cannot too highly speak. Here I made the acquaintance of Horatio

Ball, son of Daniel Ball, who lived three-fourths of a mile southwest of

Hunter's. He had received a contract for subdividing ten townships of land

between Flint and Cass rivers. I arranged to accompany him as assistant, to

carry the compass half of the time. He was waiting for the completion of the

town lines, which had been assigned to a young man by the name of Hester. We

were soon informed he had clone nothing after having discovered an Indian

wigwam near a small lake, and, as he was accompanied by his dogs and was

otherwise prepared for a winter's hunt, had decided to pass the winter in this

pleasant locality and avoid the swamps. In a week's time every man of his party

had left him, while he was taking lessons of the Indians in hunting and of the

squaws in moccasin making. Here he remained during the winter. The next June he

was seen passing through Pontiac on horseback, accompanied by about a dozen

natives of both sexes, to make his report to the surveyor general at

Chillicothe, and also to his father for $600 cash advanced. 




Joseph Wampler's Assigned Territory




"Hester

having thus failed in fulfilling his contract, the work was assigned to Joseph

Wampler, of Ohio (the surveyor who sub-divided ranges 10 and 11 in Oakland

county). We set off for our work on the 13th of June, arriving at Flint river

before Wampler returned from Saginaw bay. The heavy rains had swollen the river

to nearly full banks, and as there was no way of crossing we started up the

river to the Kearsley, where we felled a suitable pine, about sixteen feet of

which we removed from the main body of the tree and shaped it canoe-like,

digging out the same so far as could be done with axes and made it answer our

purpose, and we floated it down the river and landed it on the north side,

where the city of Flint is now located. Here we found Jake Smith, called

'Wabaseis' by the Indians, who had been an Indian trader for several years and

who had recently received the appointment of Indian farmer. He had built a

comfortable log house a few rods below the present railroad bridge. This was

occupied by Smith, a white man, with his mother and sister; also by a man by

the name of Doane. The two men at this time (the middle of June) were hoeing

com, with veiled faces on account of the mosquitoes. 




"After

waiting about a week we were furnished with the field notes, and commenced our

work in town 7 north, of range 7 east. After a week's work we returned to the

trading house, when soon after Wampler and his party came in, the men utterly

refusing to continue longer on account of the suffering they had endured from

the mosquitoes, both men and horses being weak from loss of blood and want of

rest. Owing to the discontinuance of the township lines survey, we were

compelled to discontinue our work and we decided to accompany Wampler's party

to Pontiac. During the remainder of the season I made my home with Mr. Hunter,

and occasionally accompanied a land-looker. 




"Early

in autumn Wampler returned to Flint river to finish his work, and our party

followed for the purpose of finishing our work, in October. 




A Surveyor's Hardships




"This

occupied about sixty days, and from the experience of Ball and the miserable

outfits, we suffered both from hunger and cold. We had no tents, only an old

second-hand tarpaulin, which had been laid aside as useless for hatchway

service. In the absence of a kneading trough, our cook made use of this piece

of canvas to mix his bread' This was unfortunate, for on our first visit to the

trading house some swine, attracted by the adhering dough, nearly devoured and

entirely destroyed it, and we had now no cover besides our blankets. Our

provisions were inadequate; we were frequently reduced to a short allowance of

only buggy peas, and at one time, when weak from want of food, we found a

wigwam where a squaw was cooking succotash, which she kindly divided with us.

This occurred on the last day of our survey, while meandering the river.

Closing our work on the line of the reserve at sunset and following up the

river, forcing our way through thick beds of rushes knee high, at about 9

o'clock we reached Smith's trading house, so hungry from several days' short

allowance that we took the potatoes from the kettle half boiled. I must not

forget to mention the names of the men who formed this surveying party. Besides

Ball and myself, there were Rufus Stevens, Michael Beach, Chester Webster, and

a young man from the Emerald Isle, named Pool. 




"During

the sub-division of town 9 north, of range 6 east, we encountered the most

terrible gale of wind I ever witnessed in the woods of Michigan. The trees

crackled and fell in all directions close around us. It was on the same night

the 'Walk-in-the-Water' lay off Buffalo, deeply laden for Detroit. Captain

Rodgers, after discovering the opening seams of the steamer, and realizing the

impending danger, very properly gave the order to slip the cable, releasing

her, and she went on shore. 




"We

finished our work on the last of December, and I decided to accompany Mr. Ball

to Chillicothe, Ohio, where he made his returns to the surveying general's

office. In addition to letters I already possessed from Governor Clinton, of

New York, and from Judge Wright, chief engineer of the Erie canal, I had

procured one from Governor Cass, who recommended me from the fact I intended

making Michigan my home. Starting on our journey, when a little way below

Detroit, we were fortunate in obtaining passage with an Ohio farmer, who had

just made sale of his butter and cheese in Detroit. Landing at Sandusky, we

footed it to Chillicothe. Presenting my letters, which proved satisfactory, he

promised me future work. The purpose of my visit to Michigan being

accomplished, and arrangements for future employment as government surveyor

perfected, I immediately returned to my home, where I arrived on the 14th of

February, having been absent eleven months." 




Returns with His Family




As

stated, during his first visit to Michigan, Captain Parke made arrangements with

Edward Tiffin, surveyor general of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, to return in

1822 to continue his work. In May of that year he started for the west with his

wife and child from his home in Camden, New York, and journeyed by the Erie

canal and lake steamer. After being delayed for about a week by a severe gate,

the family took the steamer "Superior" from Buffalo to Sandusky.

"Putting into Sandusky as usual to receive passengers," continues the

narrative, "I met Judge Burt for the first time, direct from the surveyor

general's office. Arriving at Detroit I met John Hamilton, with whom I formed

an acquaintance the previous year. He was provided with an ox-team and being in

pursuit of a load, I engaged him to take me to my journey's end. 




"It

was late before we left the city; we did not reach the angle of the road (six

miles) until nearly sunset. At this point begins the causeway, constructed by

the United States troops when garrisoned at Detroit under the command of

Colonel Leavenworth. 




"Arriving

at White's tavern, their beds were occupied, but Mrs. White spread a few

blankets on the floor where we slept as soundly as the swarming mosquitoes

would permit. 




"In

the morning Hamilton came up and we again mounted the wagon, going smoothly

along over the plains to the angle of the Paint creek road, where then stood

the famous oak tree. The numerous pitch holes made riding so uncomfortable we

were glad to get out and walk the remaining five miles to Mr. J. W. Hunter's

place of residence. Here we received such a welcome as only himself and family

could give, and we were invited to remain several weeks with them. During this

time Mr. and Mrs. Hunter visited their eastern home, leaving us in charge of

their family of young daughters. 




Birthplace of John H. Parke




"On

their return home he offered me the use of the shop, as he called it, an

unfinished log house, built but not used for blacksmithing purposes, which he

said I would be quite welcome to occupy. Doors, windows and floors were soon

put in, and we moved into our first home in the west. There, in 1823, my only

son, John H. Parke, was born. Our furniture consisted of a table made by myself

from a rough board, and chairs which my brother-in-law, Harry Brownson, who

came soon after myself, built with his ax out of rough timber. 




"These

articles, with our beds and bedding, several trunks and a small stock of

clothing, comprised all my worldly possessions. I will not neglect to add that

$8.50 in cash remained, and I was at this time in my thirty-third year. Of course

the strictest economy was necessary, but my hopes were bright. I was in perfect

health and all the preliminaries for the future work in surveying public lands

entered into the previous year. 




"It

being time I was on the move for family supplies, when, with the assistance of

a friend, I raised a sum sufficient, added to the above, and set out on foot

for Detroit, encountering mud, water, flies and mosquitoes. 




"Cattle

drovers from Ohio were the chief dependence of the pioneers, but finding none

at the time, I bought a fine looking new milch cow from a Frenchman, which

proved to be so ungovernable as to require two men to hold and milk her, until

I made a pen so constructed that she could neither turn, go ahead, or back out,

and the milking could be performed by a single person. After this I made

another purchase of a cow at the administrator's sale of the estate of Webster,

in the fall of 1824. 




"Whether

Mr. Webster died in 1822, or 1823, I am unable to say. He came as passenger in

the steamer 'Superior' in May, 1822, with the mill-irons on board, when it was

said that Burtt & Allen, millwrights, were set at work and the sawmill was

put in running order at Auburn, called Smith's mill. After the death of Mr.

Webster the real estate passed into the hands of the father of Captain Isaac

Smith. 




"At

the time of my arrival at Hunter's the settlement (now Birmingham) contained

four log dwellings, occupied by Elijah Willetts, John W. Hunter, Elisha Hunter,

his father, and John Hamilton. 




"In

the fall of 1822 my brother, Dr. Ezra S. Parke, having recently completed his

medical studies, arrived with his wife and one child, an infant daughter, who

afterward became the wife of M. W. Kelsey. He was an earnest, zealous

Christian, member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and soon after his arrival

commenced holding occasional religious services in his own house on Sunday

afternoon. On these occasions the singing was principally performed by his

wife, who was remarkable for her rich, sweet voice, as well as many other lovely

Christian graces. The early settlers and other friends can never forget this

excellent woman; her cheerfulness of temper in all circumstances. Her kindness

and sympathy in sickness and affliction were unsurpassed. She literally went

about doing good. These meetings were the first held in the neighborhood, with

the exception of a sermon I heard in 1821, in Willett's barroom, by a Methodist

minister who came up the Rouge and whose name I do not remember. 




"I

could get but little employment during the summer. Occasionally I assisted

emigrants in land-looking and surveying, but endeavored to wait patiently for

the fulfillment of the promise which had been given me. Early in the winter I

received the place of teacher in the school on Swan's Plains, where I continued

until February, when a letter from Mr. Mullett, of Detroit, proposed our

visiting Chillicothe together that we might soon procure the promised contract.






"I

resigned my place in the school to my brother, Dr. Parke, and soon arranged

with Mr. M. for our journey. Our outfit consisted of a French pony, a jumper

rudely constructed with a crockery crate for a box (this half filled with

straw) and a couple of blankets, not forgetting a saddle; and we were soon

gliding down on the ice of the Detroit river to Sandusky. Here we left the

jumper, saddled the pony, and proceeded on our journey— one riding and the

other walking. After going a certain distance, the horseman would dismount,

hitch the pony to a sapling, and proceed, taking his turn in walking, while his

companion after a time would pass him on horseback, and in the proper place,

he, too, would dismount and hitch, and the journey was concluded on this

ride-and-tie principle. 




"Our

interview with the general was most satisfactory. The oath of office was

administered and each received a contract. Mr. M. and myself were the first

appointed from this territory, except Mr. Ball, who filled one contract of ten

townships in 1821. In a year or two William Brockfield, of Detroit, received a

contract. Others were furnished work soon after." 




Homestead at Last




From

this time on, Captain Parke's duties as surveyor took him into various sections

of Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, his professional labors covering some sixteen

years. His home, however, was in the township of Pontiac. "In the autumn

of 1823," he says in his second narrative, "I purchased of Shubael

Conant, the southeast quarter of section 33 in the township of Pontiac, at a

little less than three dollars per acre. The following year I added thirty-one

acres on the north and adjoining the same at five dollars per acre. The year

previous, however, I purchased of the same sixteen and a half acres to secure

building ground, as the line of road from Detroit had cut off my former

building ground and first purchase, the price being ten dollars, with the

privilege of one, or as many acres as I chose. 




"In

May, 1824, I was ready to take possession, when Judge LeRoy, who owned and

occupied the house in which Joseph J. Todd has since resided about forty years,

kindly offered me a room for the use of my family while my own house was

building. This required the labor of three men besides myself for two weeks.

The roof was covered with boards, battened with slabs, and as the house logs

were cut in unequal lengths, when raised to their proper place they formed

steps convenient for mounting the roof at the alarm of fire. The interior was

quite comfortable and pleasant, the logs being hewn and partially covered with

newspapers, the floor of white pine, and two doors, and windows opposite, of

seven by nine glass; a wide, open fireplace, one side of which, in the corner,

was a ladder for ascending the loft, where our friends found a comfortable bed.

And soon after, for further convenience, especially for the aged, as it was

difficult to ascend the ladder, and dangerous with all, I added to the rear of

the house a room for their accommodation, and a sixteen by twenty room at the

south end for a kitchen. 




"From

the year 1824 up to December, 1829, I surveyed twenty-two townships, in

addition to the foregoing, extending from the principal meridian to the west

boundary of the large Indian reservation extending to Saginaw bay. In the fall

and winter ,of 1826-7, I subdivided six townships on Lookingglass river

(Clinton county). This survey extended south and west to the north line of the

township in which the state capital is located. 




"The

Stevens family — father of Messrs, Rufus and Sherman Stevens — resided at Grand

Blanc, and from this place I packed my provisions; finishing my district the

15th of January, I arrived home in the evening and my wife, on the lookout,

having heard of my arrival at the village, met me at the door, welcoming me and

presenting to my arms our infant daughter, aged six weeks. This, my youngest

child, became the wife of Levi Bacon, Jr. It was a joyful meeting of the

family, I having been absent sixty-two days. 




Surveys from Pontiac




"The

last week in December, 1829, three surveyors, Clark, Thomas, and Christmas,

left Pontiac on a surveying tour west from Saginaw, myself following them a day

or two after, my work being twelve townships, from towns 11 to 18, north from

the meridian, east to the reservation above mentioned on the Kankanin river,

having engaged Phillip Bigler to transport my provisions to Saginaw, where I

made headquarters. Proceeding on the ice of the Saginaw and Tittabawassee

rivers to the line of township 12 on the west side of the Tittabawassee river,

the snow full knee deep at every step rendered our work slow and tedious, when,

before we were aware of it, we found ourselves running a line in the Forks

reservation, causing much delay in our work in hunting the lines when backing

out for this purpose. Succeeding in this, our work went on at the rate of four

or five miles a day only, as the lines were to be walked over the second time;

continuing at this rate only throughout the winter, not losing a day on account

of the weather until the 8th of April, we started out as usual as soon as it

was light. 




Running Lines Under Difficulties




"The

wind, rising as the sun rose, increased, and as the treetops were loaded with

snow, filled the air, so that we were compelled to return to camp, where we

remained two days. When hearing from Thomas, it was said he was about at the

point of discouragement in not being able to find his starting point, this

being his first experience in the woods, when he sang out 'I will give any man

fifty dollars that will show me my starting point." 




"

'Will you give me that?' said Chester Goodrich, who had been through one

surveying tour with Mr. Mullett. 




'The

next I heard was that Christmas had gone to the settlement and had engaged

board for himself with Mr. O. Williams for the winter, leaving two men to keep

camp at half pay. Thomas had found his corner, had become stimulated with

courage, declaring that he would leave his bones in the woods sooner than leave

his work. I never heard whether Chester had received the fifty dollars. 




"The

snow disappeared and warm weather succeeded, the men composing the three

parties (for, Christmas had now returned) suffered so extremely from inflamed

and swollen feet that they were obliged to stop work and went to the forks of

the river, where there was a trading house which was our base of supplies. A

sub-chief soon brought me a letter from Clark, urging me also to discontinue

work, in order to make it a general thing. I had already performed the full

amount of my twelve townships, for Clark had been unable to reach me with his

lines, and I had been necessitated to run several of his township lines. For

eight weeks I had carried the compass with a badly crippled foot, the result of

a frost bite, and, during the breaking up of the ice swamps, being compelled to

wade a good share of the time in ice cold water. I suffered more than my pen

can describe. Being in this position, and John Powel, my axeman, just taken

lame, I acceded to the request and we were soon on our way to Pontiac. While

traveling together Clark said, Tarke, if we are ordered to complete our work,

you must finish mine, for I would rather lose all I have done than return

here.' During this winter we had many hindrances to encounter. When encamped at

the northwest corner of township 17 it was necessary to go to the northeast

corner of the township to run the line west. 




"This

corner had been previously established on the left bank of the Tittabawassee,

when we mistook the Tobacco river for the Tittabawassee river, and sought

nearly two days in a blinding snow 'storm, having passed the junction of the

two rivers, when not able to see the corner on account of the brush covered

with snow, having passed it several times during the second day. At night I

told the boys we must have intersected some other stream, and in the morning we

would continue east, when we would find the corner. 




"My

expectations were realized, and we found the corner and a brush-built hut built

by Steinbrook, in which he had been awaiting our arrival. Becoming impatient,

he had left, probably for Saginaw. On his return, owing to the difficulties of

passing through the brush, he rigged a kind of jumper, drawing it on the ice

and attaching it to himself in such a manner as to disengage himself when

breaking through the ice in deep water; but at one time he came near losing his

life. 




"On

another occasion, when returning from Saginaw with his jumper, discovering a

pack of wolves feasting on a deer they had just drawn from an ice hole, he

decided on sharing a portion of the deer with the wolves; and, when they

growled and glared at him, hastily sprang upon them, yelling and waving his

hat; they slowly retired a few steps, while he took a portion that was left,

and retired. 




"Early

in autumn, 1830, we, the delinquent surveyors of the past year, were notified to

go forward and complete our work without delay. When preparing outfits for

another campaign in the Saginaw woods, Christmas made his appearance, being on

his way to complete his unfinished work. 




"The

two parties, his and my own, left Pontiac together, and when on our way he

suggested assisting me in completing the three contracts on my hands. Arriving

at Saginaw, the schooner from Detroit, on board of which were our supplies, had

grounded on the river bar, causing delay and serious consequences for a time. 




"Through

the kindness of the Messrs. E. F. and Gardner Williams, at Saginaw City, we

were supplied with sufficient provisions for a single trip, as they were short,

their supplies being on board of the same vessel. Dividing with Christmas and

leaving part of my own for the next trip of the packer, Samuel Steinbrook, the

parties proceeded together and recommenced work. The other packer went for

supplies first, and as the schooner had not arrived my provisions were taken

for the other party, Steinbrook being provided with two bags of potatoes, being

all our friends, Messrs. Williams, could do for us. 




"I

regretted, when too late, that I did not send Steinbrook with a letter

demanding a share of the provisions stolen after dividing with the party.

Potato diet, working twelve hours a day, was hardly sufficient. The third day,

as we were running a line east, we met the packer, and never did the pony

obtain relief so sudden as then. Every man had his pocket knife in requisition,

sharpening sticks for broiling pork. 




"After

this occurrence our work went on regularly, as there was no further delay for

some time. Steinbrook, on his return, brought a letter from Christmas, desiring

to know what I would give for the privilege of completing his work. I answered

him briefly: as for 'giving' for this privilege it was out of question, and,

respecting the finishing of his work, no encouragement could I offer. 




"On

the next return trip of the packer this surveyor had taken passage, leaving two

men at camp, Eli Sawtels being one of them. Christmas, renewing his

application, got my assistance in the further fulfillment of his contract. He

had become broken down, discouraged, homesick and sick of the woods, to the

shedding of tears, as he was pleading for assistance. 




"When

out of pity to him I said, 'If you will finish the township in which you are

engaged, I will complete the remainder (two townships) of your work.' It is not

for me to say how I found his work had been performed, having but two men left

to assist, the others having left for home. The following year I received a

letter from him, stating his expenditures during the two trips exceeded the

amount of his receipts ninety dollars. 




"I

never heard from Thomas after his leaving the Saginaw woods. Clark dropped dead

from apoplexy, with the compass under his arm, while extending a range line in

the western part of the state in 1836 or 1837. 




"I

will mention here that I finished the work of the two last named surveyors in

the Saginaw woods and marshes. 




"In

the autumn of 1832 I left home for the purpose of subdividing fifteen townships

in the lead mine district in Wisconsin. 




Fresh Trails of the Black Hawk War




"This

is remembered as the cholera year, and also the one which closed the Black Hawk

war. A little cluster of whitewashed houses at the mouth of the Chicago river

marked the site of the present great city. A little distance from this point we

discovered fresh wagon tracks diverging from the main road which had been made

by General Scott's little army in pursuit of Black Hawk and his warriors, which

with the aid of a pocket compass for general course, we mainly followed. Our

troops must have made about eleven miles a day in their march, as was indicated

by their camping grounds, where we found traces of their fires, cast-off

clothing and frequent new-made graves. Half a mile east of Rock river we first

discovered where Black Hawk and his warriors had encamped three weeks previous,

and took possession for one night only. In addition to the tent-poles were six

or eight brush heaps twelve or fifteen feet in diameter, three or four feet

high, the use of which considering their mode of warfare, we could not

comprehend. 




"At

sunrise we were by the river which was filled by new made, sharp, cutting ice,

and the depth of the water was midriff to the pony. The poor animal had a hard

time taking us all over. Erwin Tyler, the cook, being the smallest man, was

selected as ferryman, and crossed and recrossed, carrying one man behind him

each trip. From this point the character of the country changed from level to

hilly, and reaching the height of ground we could distinctly see, looking

ahead, three Indian trails, apparently six feet apart, indicating that the

warriors marched in single file. The second day after crossing the river, we

came across an Indian trader, rebuilding, the Indians having burned his house

and from him obtained a fresh supply of provisions. Arriving at Mineral Point,

met a son of General Dodge, from whom I engaged a good supply of smoked side

pork, not needed for the troops, as the war had closed. I engaged flour at

fourteen dollars per barrel. During our journey the weather had been warm and

smoky, but the night of our arrival a terrible snow storm occurred, continuing

thirty-six hours, with drifts fifteen to twenty feet high. This was

discouraging, for in a prairie country the corners are made by raising mounds

of earth two and one-half feet high; in the top a stake is driven and inscribed

with marking-iron, denoting town, range and section. The weather was bitter

cold and our labor severe, but with a spade and two-edged axe, we overcame all

difficulties. 




"The

month of February was pleasant and the honey bees were out flying in the air.

One morning I discovered honey-comb near the foot of a hollow tree, from which

we took two camp kettles' of as beautiful honey as I ever saw, and from this

time forward we were constantly supplied with honey. 




"There

was occasionally much excitement caused by the movement of the Indians,

although after the battle of Bad Axe, on the Mississippi, where General Dodge

gave them a terrible whipping, some of the principal warriors succeeded in

crossing the Mississippi. Black Hawk was soon after captured, having left his

warriors after crossing Rock river. 




"One

day, sitting there in camp, copying field notes to transmit to the officers,

having sent the boys out to complete a couple of lines, I was a little startled

in hearing the crack of a rifle close by, and rapidly approaching footsteps,

followed by an Indian greatly excited, who pointed in the direction of the gun

shot; then stooping to the ground he picked up a piece of bark which he threw

in the same direction. Shaking my head he saw I was determined not to

understand him, and he looked sullen, mad, and much disappointed. Of course I

thought he had an accomplice, and had I left would have robbed the camp. In a

few minutes two more Indians appeared and when within six feet of the tent

placed the butt of their rifles upon the ground. I felt quite relieved. We

exchanged the usual salutation of 'boo shoo,' at their first appearance. I

invited them to lunch with me as was always my custom in Michigan, after which

we parted good friends. 
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