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  A Preface about People, Process and the Past




  Jules




  Five years ago, I had a call from Lydia about Anne Gunter. She was finishing uni and had come across the story of a young girl feigning possession. It sounded heavy and hectic, and we’d just written the fiftieth draft of our play Belly Up, so – like a fool – I ran a mile when she suggested it would make a fantastic new project.




  Fast forward to July 2022 and I’m sitting outside a Brighton pub in the harrowing wind, listening to Lyd and Rachel’s wild plan of making Anne Gunter’s story into a stage show and being asked if I want to come on board. This time, a bit loose from the Amstel, I hear what they’re suggesting and am immediately swept up in their vision. A world of pin vomiting, football and levitation. I was absolutely in. Sick of waiting around for replies to emails and all the usual bollocks that comes with our under-funded industry, we nail down three things: we will make and produce the play ourselves, it’ll have three actors, and a historian will frame the action.




  To get under the skin of Gunter, we had to get to grips with the early seventeenth century. This was easy for our resident historian, but for me and old Rach, it meant Post-it notes and a shitload of research. The three of us descended on Wildcard Studios (a beautiful cheap space for artists, since closed down), where we took our sandwiches and spent days dragging story beats out of the limited archives and wrestling with how many Thomases appear in Anne’s tale. After weeks of grappling, we finally had a very loose shape of a story; it had lots of gaps but we knew enough to apply to the Edinburgh Fringe. And when Summerhall accepted the show for August 2023, we very quickly had to actually make it.




  With ticket money left over from Belly Up, we were able to pay two of the most wicked actors out there – Norah Lopez Holden and Letty Thomas – to come and R&D the project with us in Pelican House. Lyd kicked off proceedings with a history presentation and Rach ran improvisations and set up scenes where the three of us actors played with the characters. At this point I was Brian – which was hilarious because I’m five foot four and have the frame of a dormouse. We went from Pelican House to Cornwall, where we learnt Lydia’s haunting music and swam in the sea and I wasn’t playing Brian any more and everything was happy. It was incredible because the gaps in the story started getting filled. We felt closer to Anne, if that’s not too yikes to say.
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