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Preface







Adopting an animal is a big responsibility. Whether you have a family of woodlice or a


single rodent, you need to be able to care for them every day and have a budget for their


care. Your pet may live a long time, depending on the species, and when you adopt an


animal, you have to be ready to take care of that animal for its entire life.







Never buy an animal without first making a careful decision. You need to really think


about it and have a plan for different situations: Will everyone who lives with you


welcome the pet? Who will take care of the pet when you go on vacation? Can you afford


veterinarian fees if your pet is sick or injured? These are just a few examples, and you


must have answers to these questions—before your pet comes home!







The animals in this book are easy to raise, on two conditions: that you learn as much


as possible about them before deciding to keep them, and that you take time to make a


plan for how you will raise them.







So, if you love animals, are naturally curious, and enjoy a little DIY, you’ll discover that


raising these unusual creatures in your home is a real adventure!







Tanguy







CAUTION!


The skin of most amphibians secretes some type of chemical as a defense mechanism;


some are more potent than others. These secretions could cause inflammation of the


eyes, mouth, or other mucous membranes. Thus, it’s best to handle amphibians only


when necessary and always wash your hands after handling your pet. Alternatively,


you can wear moistened unpowdered latex gloves to handle your amphibian pet.







Reptiles and amphibians can also carry Salmonella, so, again, hand-washing is


important after handling your pet or any of its equipment.







5
















Contents







Preface


5


Vampire Crab


8


Cockroach


12


Millipede


16


Egyptian Predator Beetle


20


Sun Beetle


24


Mouse


28


Rat


32


Gerbil


36


Russian Dwarf Hamster


40


Stick Insect


44


African Praying Mantis


48


Regal Jumping Spider


52


Cranwell’s Horned Frog


56


African Bullfrog


60


Woodlouse


64


Land Hermit Crab


68


Western Mosquitofish


72


Siamese Fighting Fish (Betta)


76


Budgett’s Frog


80


Hercules Beetle


84
















Black Garden Ant


88


Golden Silk Orb-Weaver


92


Mombo Assassin Bug


96


Guinea Pig


100


Giant African Land Snail


104


Red Cherry Shrimp


108


Orange Dwarf (CPO) Crayfish


114


Chinese FIRE-BELLIED Newt


118


Axolotl


122


Leopard Gecko


126


Banded (Wheeler’s) KNOB-TAILED Gecko


130


Eastern Hermann’s Tortoise


134


Razor-Backed Musk Turtle


138


AFRICAN WHIP SPIDER


142


Snakes


146


Corn Snake


148


Kingsnake


150


Garter Snake


152


Thai Red Mountain Rat Snake


154


Crested Gecko


156


What You Should Know


161


Photo Credits


167


About the Author


168
















Vampire Crab



Geosesarma sp.








Indonesia







CEPHALOTHORAX (FUSED


HEAD AND CHEST AREA)







EYES WITH


SHARP


EYESIGHT







Feet that


run fast







Strong jaws


Pincers (claws)


that catch prey







Origin







Vampire crabs, Geosesarma sp., come from Indonesia. These


charming little crustaceans are found on Java, Sulawesi, and


many other small islands. They live near sources of fresh water


in the hot, humid, tropical jungle. These crabs come in as many


different colors as there are valleys on some of these islands,


and many species have not even been discovered or officially


named yet!







Vampire crabs are gaining popularity as pets with beginners because


more and more people are becoming fascinated by the interesting looks and behavior



of these unusual creatures. Geosesarma aedituens, G. albomita, G. amphinome, G.



angustifrons, G. araneum, and G. aurantium are just a few examples of the fifty species


that we already know about.
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Look at these


cool colors!







Behavior







We don’t know a lot about how vampire crabs live in the wild, but we have figured out


a few things:







•They live and reproduce near fresh water, unlike many other crabs, who need


brackish (partially salty) water.







•They don’t live in the water. They do go into the water sometimes, but they spend


most of their time on the riverbanks, where they dig tunnels.







•They climb branches and tree trunks really well, most often at night, when they are


hunting.







•They are very good hunters and can easily catch small crickets.







•They give birth to live young, meaning that their babies do not hatch from eggs and


don’t have a larval stage—they are simply born as tiny versions of their parents. But


it takes a few months for their beautiful colors to appear.







MY OBSERVATIONS


At first, your crabs will be shy and only


come out of their hiding places at night. Be


patient. With time, they will get used to their


new home, and you’ll be able to watch them


exploring their tank during the daytime.
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Housing







Airtight cover


for high


humidity in tank







Plant lamp (such


as fluorescent


or grow light),


turned on for


ten hours a day







Thermometer


with probe







Aquarium


driftwood


(such as


mangrove)







Water


pump







Aquarium


soil/


substrate


or mixture


of coconut


fiber, sand,


and crushed


dead leaves







Bottled


aquarium


freshwater


(reverse-


osmosis


filtered)







Stones for


decoration (but


nothing that comes


from the beach)







Drainage


layer, such as


pozzolana gravel







Marshy aquarium


plants, such


as anubias,


bucephalandras,


echinodorus, and


cryptocoryne








¶Vampire crabs adapt easily to life in captivity, just



like all of the other species in this book. They will live


happily in a properly set-up paludarium (a tank with


both land and water elements) where they can thrive


as a family. They live in groups, so start off with at


least a couple—a group of four or six crabs is even


better! It’s easy to tell whether they are male or female


by the size of their abdomens, so ask the store where


you purchase yours to give you an even mix.








¶They live at 77° Fahrenheit (25° Celsius), so if your



lighting doesn’t heat up the tank enough, buy a small


heater to place next to or underneath the paludarium.







You must always monitor the temperature, so you’ll


need a small probe thermometer, which is a very


useful and inexpensive tool.








¶Your crabs need a very humid atmosphere in their



tank. A glass or plexiglass lid on top of the tank will


keep the humidity high, ensuring that the crabs and


the plants in the tank will thrive. Every time you open


the tank to feed your crabs, you will refresh the air


inside the tank.








¶Adding a small pump for the water in the tank will



keep the water clean and balanced.
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Vampire Crab







This crab is


really shy!







CARE TIPS


Taking care of vampire crabs is very simple:


just feed them regularly, add water to the tank


when the water level is low, and clean the


glass from time to time with a paper towel and


a few drops of white vinegar. (I advise using


reverse-osmosis filtered water in the tank.)







Feeding







•Crabs are opportunistic feeders, meaning


that they eat whenever they can. A basic diet of


specially formulated crab food (such as Hikari







“Crab Cuisine”) will be perfect. Put some of the


pellets in a small dish or bottle cap in the tank, and they


won’t hesitate to come and eat! Put a little bit of water in the dish when you


serve the food, because the pellets are easier for the crabs to eat when they


are slightly damp.







•You can also feed your crabs small live crickets from time to time. The crabs


will quickly go off to hunt for their meal!







•Put a small cuttlefish bone in one corner of the tank to allow them to come


nibble and get some calcium. The crabs need the calcium to be able to molt


(shed their skin)—yes, crabs molt!







•If all goes well, a bunch of baby crabs will appear in your tank a few weeks after


you bring your adult couple home. Leave all of them in the tank together. If


the parents are properly fed, they won’t be tempted to eat their offspring!
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Cockroach







Family Blaberidae and Corydiidae







NOTE: EXOTIC TROPICAL COCKROACHES ARE ILLEGAL TO KEEP IN FLORIDA;


REGULATIONS IN OTHER STATES VARY BY SPECIES, BUT SOME SPECIES,


INCLUDING THE DOMINO COCKROACH, ARE LEGAL TO KEEP WITHOUT A PERMIT
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Creepy-looking body







Protective


shell







Antennae that


gather information







Six legs (like all insects!)







Mouthparts that


will eat anything







Origin








Disgusting! That’s often the first word that comes to mind when


people see a cockroach. But I disagree! Cockroaches are not


disgusting at all. These charming insects are woodland animals


that live in the humus (decaying plant and animal matter)


layer of the forest floor. Once people get over their initial


reaction, they realize that these are amazing creatures that


also look like they’re from outer space!







There are hundreds of species of cockroaches on the planet. Some


measure just a few millimeters (less than a quarter-inch) in length. Others,


such as the rhinoceros cockroach (which lives in Australia), is a real giant and can


grow to more than 3 inches (8 cm) long and weigh 1¼ ounces (35 grams). A real beast!







Some species come in very pretty colors, such as Therea petiveriana, commonly known


as the domino cockroach.
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Behavior







•Roaches are basically nocturnal, meaning that they sleep during the day and are


awake at night.







•They live in groups and multiply easily in the right conditions. A female will lay


oothecas, which are sort of “egg cases.” Mrs. Roach then buries them in the substrate


of the tank. If you allow the eggs to “cook” at the right temperature and humidity


level, in a few weeks you may find a batch of mini-cockroaches, just a few millimeters


long, that look just like their parents.







•Cockroaches molt (shed their skin) regularly from birth into adulthood. They do not


have wings.







•Madagascar hissing cockroaches, Gromphadorhina portentosa, are the perfect choice


for your first cockroach pets. They’re big and beautiful and they have the fascinating


habit of hissing when you touch them, which can take you by surprise at first.







MY OBSERVATIONS


Cardboard egg trays are the perfect places


for raising cockroaches. Stack them with


some space between each tray so your


roaches can hide between the layers.
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Housing







Air holes







Hiding places


(egg trays,


sheets of cork)







Clear plastic box







Water bowl


(with sponge


inside to


prevent


drowning!)







Heating mat







Substrate (coconut


fiber, organic peat, and


crushed dead leaves)







Shallow dish for food








¶Cockroaches are easy to raise and keep in captivity,



and the common species are affordable to buy. Thanks


to people who love to breed and raise roaches, you can


now find dozens of species available.








¶You can start off with a small group of adults that



will quickly start a family if you take good care of


them.








¶Most cockroach species like warmth (about 79 to



81° Fahrenheit [26 to 27° Celsius]), so keep them near


a radiator, place a lamp with a heating bulb near their


home, or place a small heating mat on one side of


their home. Whatever you use, be sure to monitor


the temperature with a small, inexpensive digital


thermometer. This is important!








¶Remember to pierce tiny air holes in the enclosure.



Make a lot of holes but be sure they’re very small so


that the baby cockroaches can’t get out (although


there’s not much risk that they will start living in your


bedroom, because the temperature will not be warm


enough for them).








¶Pile up the egg trays to make hiding places. You can



add one or two trays without any space between them


for the baby roaches to hide in. They will appreciate this


type of confinement, which will make them feel safe.
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cockroaCh







CARE TIPS


Depending on the species, roaches like a


little humidity. Be sure to get the right


information for the species you choose to


keep. To add humidity to their environment,


spray a little water on one side of the


enclosure only, so that they still have a dry


corner to go to if they wish.







Feeding







•When it comes to eating, cockroaches will try


pretty much anything you offer them. From your


leftover pizza to organic vegetables, they will eat


it all! But I suggest that you feed more fruits and


vegetables (carrots, oranges, apples) than chicken


nuggets and burgers.







•Toss a little dry dog or cat food into their enclosure; the extra protein is


good for them.







•Cockroaches like a clean environment. Place their food in a small, shallow


dish so that fruits and vegetables don’t rot in the substrate.
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Millipede


Family Julidae







Body that


looks like a


little sausage


on legs







NOTE: THE GIANT AFRICAN


MILLIPEDE IS ILLEGAL IN FLORIDA;


CERTAIN SPECIES REQUIRE USDA


PERMIT; ILLEGAL IN CANADA







Don’t look for the


eyes—there aren’t any!
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Too many legs to count







Two


antennae


that gather


information







Mouthparts that crunch on


plants and dead wood







Origin







Millipedes belong to the the class of diplopods. Millipede means


“a thousand feet,” but that description isn’t really accurate.


They have a lot of feet, but definitely fewer than a thousand—


although I’ve never counted them!














