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GETTING THE


MOST OUT OF


THE TWELVE DISCIPLES




It sounds like a crazed reality television show. You have to pick twelve people from hundreds of applicants. One of them will crash out of the program at a crucial moment—and betray the leader in the process. The remaining eleven will be responsible to carry a new spiritual movement to the ends of the earth. The people you will choose aren’t necessarily the brightest and the best. They don’t have advanced degrees from upscale universities. Most of them work with their hands in blue-collar jobs. At least one is a low-level government bureaucrat. The sharpest member of the group is quietly sabotaging the entire operation.


That scenario (from a purely human perspective) is what Jesus faced when he chose twelve men to be his closest followers. He had about three years to mold a dozen fearful and faithless men into the pillars of a worldwide movement. But Jesus had one advantage as he made his choice. He knew that the time they spent with him would have a transforming effect on each of these men. All of them would be changed by Jesus’ power. Eleven would become outspoken witnesses of Jesus’ redeeming grace—and even the betrayer would be changed by his exposure to Jesus. His spirit would harden and become calloused to the power of love.


This study of Jesus’ followers will change you too! You will discover that the Master is still in the business of transforming lives. He can take the most fear-filled and faithless among us and empower us to be confident witnesses of his grace and forgiveness.


I would challenge you, however, to think carefully about this journey before you get started. Make sure you are ready and willing to answer Jesus’ call to follow him. It will be a journey you will never forget.




BECOMING DISCIPLES


Jesus had many disciples. At the height of his popularity, large crowds followed him. But within the larger group of followers, Jesus had smaller groups of men and women who were more deeply committed to him. He had seventy-two disciples, for example, who were sent out in pairs to preach the good news of the kingdom (Lk 10:1, 17). A group of faithful women were with Jesus at times, and some of them helped support his ministry financially (Mk 15:40-41; Lk 8:1-3).


The most well-known of Jesus’ disciples, of course, were the Twelve—twelve men chosen by Jesus after a night of prayer (Lk 6:12-13). They were called to travel with Jesus full-time and to be eyewitnesses of his ministry. They also were commissioned to preach and to cast out evil spirits as evidence that Jesus was Israel’s promised Messiah. There are four lists of the Twelve in the New Testament (Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:14-16; Acts 1:13). Some of the Twelve appear often in the Gospel accounts; a few are only mentioned once or twice. The goal of this study is to focus on each man and how each one was changed because of his association with Jesus.









SENT OUT


The twelve disciples are also called apostles in the New Testament. An apostle was a person sent out by a king or governor with an important message. The “sent one” spoke with all the authority of the sender. When Jesus sent these men into the world with the good news of God’s grace and forgiveness, they spoke with the authority of Jesus himself. It was the writings of the apostles and their close associates that laid the foundation of the church. We who follow Jesus today believe on the basis of the testimony of these witnesses.


So we can expect to grow as disciples as we study how Jesus made disciples, and we can expect to hear a new call in our lives to follow Christ with a whole heart. Then we can expect to be sent out into the world to make disciples of all nations—including our workplace and neighborhood. Exposure to Jesus always brings transformation!









SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









SUGGESTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF A GROUP STUDY


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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ANDREW


Bringing Others to Jesus


John 1:35-42




I would like to have Andrew as a brother. If I had known Jesus’ closest followers personally, I might have gone to Nathanael for a Bible study or to Matthew for investment advice, but for a friend, a brother who would love me no matter what, I would have chosen Andrew.


Andrew was not one of the major players among the twelve disciples. In fact, he always seems to play a supporting role. In most of his appearances, however, he is bringing someone else to Jesus.


I am starting this study of the Twelve with Andrew because Jesus starts with him. According to the New Testament, Andrew was the first of the Twelve to follow Jesus. In the early centuries of the church Andrew was called prōtoklētos (proto-clay-toss), a Greek word that means “first-called”—and the first thing Andrew did after he believed was look for his brother.


Group Discussion. What qualities would you look for in someone who is truly a “brother” or a “sister”? If you are comfortable doing it, share with the group who that person is in your life.


Personal Reflection. Who are the people you think of as a “brother” or “sister”—people you have a close, trusting relationship with? What can you do this week to strengthen (or to cultivate) that relationship?






Andrew was on a search. He had a deep spiritual hunger and wanted the Lord to have the primary place in his heart and mind. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and had absorbed this eccentric preacher’s message of repentance and preparation. One day Andrew saw John point to a man at the edge of the crowd. “Look,” John said, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29). The next day Andrew and an unnamed disciple (probably John the son of Zebedee) left the Baptist and began to follow Jesus. Read John 1:35-42.




1. From what you read in this passage, give a brief description of each person’s role in the story.





John the Baptist






Jesus






Andrew






the other disciple






Simon Peter








2. How do you think John felt when two of his followers left him and began following Jesus (v. 37)?











3. Explain what Jesus meant when he asked, “What do you want?” Was it a simple question or more than that?











4. What prompted you to seek after Jesus—curiosity, the faith of your parents, a Christian friend, the testimony of the Bible? Explain the factors that drew you to faith or interest in Jesus.











5. The first thing Andrew did when he was convinced that Jesus was the promised Messiah was to find his brother, Simon (vv. 41-42). As a child, what did it take to convince you that something your brother or sister (or closest friend) told you was true?











Why do you think Simon might have struggled with Andrew’s announcement?











6. Why is it sometimes difficult to talk to our family members (or closest friends) about a commitment to Jesus?











7. What can we do if those closest to us reject Jesus’ offer of forgiveness and salvation?











8. Later, when Jesus called Andrew away from his fishing career to full-time discipleship, Andrew dropped what he was doing and followed Jesus (Mt 4:19-20). What does that response to discipleship tell you about the sincerity of Andrew’s commitment here in John 1?











Share a time when you sensed Jesus calling you to a new level of commitment to him. How did you respond to that discipleship call?











9. In every later reference to Andrew in the New Testament, he is called “Simon Peter’s brother.” Everyone knew Peter; not as many knew Andrew. What does that tell you about Andrew’s character and attitude?











10. What qualities in Andrew do you admire most and why?











Which one of these do you want to begin to develop or develop further in your own character?













[image: Illustration]Ask the Lord to give you a willingness to continue to say yes to him.
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