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In "The Biography of a Silver-Fox; or, Domino Reynard of Goldur Town," Seton presents a captivating exploration of the life of a silver fox, deftly blending factual observation with imaginative storytelling. This narrative is rich in detail, showcasing the flora and fauna of the Northern wilderness while delving into the psychology and characteristics of its titular character, Domino Reynard. Seton's literary style is characterized by vivid descriptions and anthropomorphic portrayals, through which he encapsulates the struggles and triumphs of the animal kingdom against a backdrop of naturalism prevalent in early 20th-century literature. Ernest Thompson Seton was a prominent naturalist, wildlife artist, and founder of the Woodcraft Indians movement, which paralleled the Boy Scouts. His profound love for nature and animals deeply influenced his writing. Seton's experiences with wildlife, particularly in the Canadian wilderness, inspired him to document and dramatize the intricate lives of animals, leading him to craft this detailed account of Domino, a reflection of his broader advocacy for wildlife conservation and education regarding natural ecosystems. Readers who appreciate the intricate connections between nature and storytelling, as well as those interested in early conservation efforts, will find "The Biography of a Silver-Fox" both enlightening and engaging. Seton's reflective prose encourages a heightened awareness of the natural world and its inhabitants, making this book a timeless exploration of both animal life and the ethical dilemmas surrounding coexistence.
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The anthology, *The Animal Parasites of Man*, serves as an intricate exploration of the myriad ways in which parasitic organisms influence human health and biology. Through an impressive array of scholarly essays and treatises, this collection illuminates the complex interplay between humans and their microscopic adversaries across time. Each piece within this volume presents a unique narrative, combining scientific inquiry with historical contexts and cultural perceptions of parasitism. The diversity of literary styles—from rigorous scientific analysis to culturally rich anecdotes—ensures a comprehensive understanding that appeals to both the scientifically curious and the academically inclined. This collection is a testament to the erudition and collaborative spirit of its contributing authors, Harold Benjamin Fantham, Max Braun, Fred. V. Theobald, and J. W. W. Stephens. These scholars, renowned for their work in parasitology and related fields, bring together diverse intellectual perspectives that echo the evolutionary and cultural shifts within our understanding of human-parasite interactions. As pioneers in their respective domains, they capture the essence of their time while aligning the anthology with the broader movements in early twentieth-century science and medicine. For readers seeking to deepen their appreciation of parasitism and its implications, *The Animal Parasites of Man* offers an invaluable tapestry of insights. The anthology not only provides an educational journey through a spectrum of scientific and historical themes but also fosters a meaningful dialogue among its diverse voices. Within the pages of this volume, readers will discover a rare opportunity to engage with the multifaceted challenges and revelations of parasitology, underscoring the broader human quest for knowledge and understanding of the natural world.
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Exploring the depths and mysteries of Ancient Egypt, 'Ancient Egypt: History, Archaeology & Ancient Sources' brings together a diverse collection of works that survey the rich tapestry of Egyptian history, archaeology, and cultural legacies. This anthology seamlessly traverses various literary styles—from incisive historical analysis to vivid archaeological insights, and rich translations of ancient sources. The selected pieces present a comprehensive view of Egypt's multifaceted ancient civilization, drawing from both legendary and lesser-known historical events to sketch an intricate mosaic of the past. The contributors, including notable scholars such as Arthur Gilman, George Rawlinson, E. A. Wallis Budge, Gaston Maspero, and Agnes Sophia Griffith Johns, represent a confluence of intellectual endeavors from the foreground of Egyptology. Their collective body of work highlights the dynamic interplay between historiography and archaeological discovery, breathing life into the ethos of Egyptian antiquity. These authors, revered for their meticulous research and storytelling, align their narratives with historical and cultural movements that underscore Egypt's enduring influence on civilization. For scholars and enthusiasts alike, this anthology offers a profound engagement with the ancient world through a prism of scholarly rigour and narrative richness. It invites readers to navigate through millennia of history, gaining unparalleled insights and fostering a deeper dialogue with ancient legacies. 'Ancient Egypt' is not just a collection of essays and interpretations; it is a gateway to understanding the nuances of a civilization that shaped history as we know it, offering both educational and inspirational depths for all who embark on its journey.
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Set against the backdrop of the tumultuous conflicts in 17th century Scotland, "The Flight of the Heron" is a gripping historical novel that intricately weaves themes of loyalty, love, and the struggle for identity. The narrative unfolds through richly drawn characters, encountering the vicissitudes of war and clan feuds with a prose style that echoes the lyrical traditions of Scottish storytelling. Author James Macpherson deftly combines vivid descriptions with authentic historical detail, rendering a world where every choice bears the weight of honor and heritage. James Macpherson, a notable figure in the realm of historical fiction, was profoundly influenced by his own Scottish heritage and the oral histories passed down through generations. His extensive research into Scotland's turbulent past, coupled with his passion for storytelling, culminates in this remarkable work that not only entertains but also educates readers about the socio-political dynamics of the time. Macpherson's attention to detail and character development showcases his profound understanding of human nature in times of strife. For readers seeking a compelling narrative rich in history and emotion, "The Flight of the Heron" is a recommended exploration into the heart of Scotland's storied past. It is an essential read for enthusiasts of historical fiction, offering both a captivating tale and an insightful look into the era's moral and cultural complexities.
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In "Fabre's Book of Insects," Jean-Henri Fabre masterfully intertwines meticulous observation with poetic prose, exploring the intricacies of entomological life. The book delves into the behavioral patterns, habitats, and ecological roles of various insects, showcasing Fabre's scientific rigor alongside his literary artistry. Written in the late 19th century, it stands as a testament to the burgeoning interest in natural science during a time of rapid industrialization, reflecting both a romantic perspective on nature and a profound appreciation for the unseen world that surrounds us. Fabre's vivid descriptions and engaging anecdotes invite readers into the secret lives of insects, making complex biological concepts accessible and enthralling. Jean-Henri Fabre (1823-1915) was a pioneering French entomologist whose passion for insects was fueled by a lifelong curiosity and a challenging academic background. With little formal education, he sought knowledge through self-directed study, eventually becoming a respected scientist. His commitment to observing insects in their natural environments and documenting their behaviors led him to publish numerous works that blurred the line between scientific inquiry and literary expression. Fabre's deep respect for the natural world and its inhabitants propelled him to communicate these wonders to a broader audience. "Fabre's Book of Insects" is highly recommended for anyone fascinated by nature, as well as for students of literature seeking a unique intersection of science and art. It offers timeless insights into the complex ecosystems that support life on Earth and challenges readers to engage with the wonders of the insect world. This classic work not only enriches our understanding of biology but also inspires a lasting appreciation for the delicate balance of nature.
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THE question is so often asked, “What is the name of that bird?” that the author has tried in plainest fashion to answer such questions. The scientific man will find little that is new in these pages; they are not meant for him—they are alone meant for the wayfaring man who, travelling this ancient Egypt, wishes to learn something of the birds he sees.

C. W.


Houghton, Huntingdonshire,

1909.
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PLINY declares that it was by watching the flight of birds in general, and of the Kite in particular, that men first conceived the idea of steering their boats and ships with a tail or rudder, for, says he, “these birds by the turning and steering by their tails showed in the air what was needful to be done in the deep.” Nowhere can the aerial movements of birds be better studied than on the Nile, and as one’s eye becomes trained it is just by the varying individual methods of flight that one is often able to identify the particular species of birds. This is to the most casual observer self-evident in those birds that fly close, near, or over one’s head; but it is astonishing how, as the eye gets trained, even a faint speck high up in mid-air can be absolutely identified by some peculiarity of shape and movement. On Plate 2 are some half-dozen different birds depicted as in flight, to assist the reader to identify the birds he will frequently see.

No. 1 is the ordinary Kite of Egypt. Seen as soon as one lands at Alexandria or Port Said: it is with us everywhere. Its most distinctive characteristics are the forked shape of its tail, and its familiarity with man, the latter leading it to have no sort of fear of flying near one, so near that its yellow beak and ever-restless eye, as it turns its head this way or that, can easily be seen, whilst its tail, moving in sympathy, sweeps it round to right or left.

No. 2 is the Kestrel, or Windhover of England. As this hawk is not a devourer of carrion, but feeds on mice, lizards, beetles, and other living things, it does not usually come so near the habitations of men, and is rarely seen in the centre of cities, but on the outskirts of towns and up the country it is common enough. When seen hovering with its body hanging in mid-air, with its wings rapidly beating above its head as shown, there should be no difficulty in recognising it. Again, when flying low its rich brown-red plumage and sharp-pointed wings should be noted, and if seen dashing into some cleft of ruined masonry or rocky cliff-side it can often be identified by the incessant, penetrating, squeaky call of the young in the nest, for by the time most visitors are in the country, i.e. March and April, it has its young nearly fully fledged.

No. 3 is a Peregrine Falcon. In general shape this is typical of all the falcons, and gives a characteristic attitude in its rushing downward swoop. The head is blunt and sunk into the shoulders, the wings are stiff, rigid, pointed and powerful, the tail straight and firm.

Nos. 4 and 5 are Vultures shown flying farther away from the spectator’s eye, and consequently on a smaller scale. The black and white of the adult Egyptian Vulture, No. 4, is such a distinctive characteristic that recognition is easy, but in the case of the young bird the plumage is dirty brown and grey with faint dark streaks on it, and at that stage might be confused with Griffon Vultures, if it were not for its smaller size. In flying, the way it tucks its head in so that only its bill seems visible, and the very small tail in proportion to the wing area, are the outstanding peculiarities of this, and indeed all Vultures.

No. 5 shows a distant group of Griffons, purposely placed at a distance, as on the small space of a page, if they were brought as near the eye as the other birds, they would completely cover the whole space, for they have an enormous span of wing. Note how small the tail is, and how the head is practically invisible.

Nos. 6 and 7 are of different orders of birds altogether, one being a Stork, the other the Heron. The Storks fly with outstretched neck, whilst all of the great family of Herons fly with their neck doubled up and the head rather tucked back towards the shoulders.

If these seven characteristic diagrammatic pictures of birds are once really learnt, it will enable the most ordinary observer not only to know those particular six birds, but the whole families, meaning many scores of birds of which these are chosen as representatives. The eyesight of some may need help in the form of a good field-glass. What is a good field-glass each individual must discover for him or herself, since the good glass is the one that really suits the sight of its owner. Some of the most noted glasses of to-day are not, anyhow to myself, of as much use as an old-fashioned one that I have had for years, and with which I am able at once to “get on” to the object I wish to observe. This is a most important detail, because birds are rarely still or quiet for long. When flying, this is particularly the case, and the simpler the glass and its mechanism the quicker you are on the object—and this when, perhaps, you have only a matter of seconds for your observation is of first importance. As I do not wish either to embark on a libel action on the one side, or act as an advertiser of any maker, not even of the maker of my own glass, I praise or blame none, but suggest with all earnestness to every one who desires to really enjoy the study of bird life on the Nile or in their own country, without fail to get a glass that suits them, and which they can handle with lightning speed. I dwell on this because I have met so many having most expensive modern glasses who say they cannot find any pleasure in using them on birds, and I generally find that it is owing to the small field that their glasses cover. Sometimes these glasses are of quite extraordinary power, so that I have heard a man declare he could see a fly crawling over a carved face on the tip-top of some far-away temple, but that type of glass is not what is wanted for rough and ready quick field work, and it is of no more use than the three-feet long telescope still beloved by the Scotch stalkers. Birds rarely if ever allow time for one to lie down on one’s back, and with help of stout stick and the top of knee make a firm stand on which to place the glass and get the range. Over twenty-five years ago I wrote on “Nature through a Field-glass,”[1] and although since then one has had to alter one’s views on so many different points, I do not think I would wish to alter one single word in the claim made for the value of this aid to Nature study. So many birds are such small objects, that ten or fifteen paces away they are mere spots, and very difficult to recognise, as the detail of their plumage at that distance is lost, and all you can say is, that it is some small bird, but with a glass you can have it brought up to your very eye, you can see the arrangement of the masses of the feathers, and note even the ever lifting and falling of its little crest, as it goes creeping and stealthily gliding through the twigs and bushes after its insect food.



[1] In The Art Journal.



Egypt certainly is singularly fortunate in that birds here are far tamer than we find them at home, and so admit of a closer inspection; but even so, I should have been, times without number, utterly at a loss to exactly identify certain birds if it were not for my trusty glasses. There are some occasions where, owing to the extraordinary tameness of birds, no glasses are needed, and I recommend to all bird enthusiasts the ground within the areas under the control of the Antiquities Department. No guns are allowed there, as they are up and down the Nile, and the birds know it. One of my favourite places of observation was at the Sacred Lake at Karnac. By the courtesy of Mr. Weigall, Chief Inspector of Antiquities, Upper Egypt, I was allowed to sleep in a disused building by the water-side, and by that means enjoyed opportunities, which fall to the lot of few, of studying bird life from midnight to early morning, and it is astonishing the number of birds that foregather to that quiet spot. Practically all night through there were sounds of birds coming or going at intervals. The calling of Coots one to another were the commonest sounds during the darkest hours; but at about 3 A.M., when I thought I could discern a little light, I would distinctly hear the “scarpe scarpe” cry of Snipe. A little later the hooting of the Eagle Owl, whom I knew had his nest up on the top of one of the end columns of the great hall, and then gradually from this side, then from that, came an ever-increasing series of calls and pipings, and one could make out flocks of Duck disappearing over the ridge of sand and broken-up masses of masonry. Later, shadowy forms of Greenshank or Plover showed as they went paddling by some faintly lighted-up pool, till at last the sun was up, and crested Larks were running round the banks fearlessly, and blue-throated warblers were hopping about the few bushes at the edge, and ever and anon flitting down to the ground and back again to the leafy shelter.

The question is asked and asked, but no very distinct answer comes, why are the birds so tame in Egypt? I am at a loss to know myself, for the land teems with foxes, jackals, kites, vultures, eagles, falcons, and hawks without end, all with an eye to business, ever circling round ready to devour any unprotected thing they can lay claws upon, and yet this seemingly utter fearlessness of all these mild-natured, defenceless little birds. Further, here in Egypt are perhaps more “demon boys” than are to be found elsewhere, and I hold firmly with the ancient sage, who said “that of all savage beasts the boy is the worst,” so that the tameness of some of Egypt’s birds is one more mystery of this land of mysteries.

In the following pages I have almost entirely spoken of the particular birds pictured in the illustrations. I am quite prepared for the question, however, “But why did you not include such and such a bird?” and my defence can only be the old one of the difficulty of settling various person’s ideas of what should be considered the best representative list of anything—whether it be birds, books, or pretty women. It must also be remembered that Egypt proper—the area alone treated upon in these pages—begins at Alexandria and ends at Assoan, a stretch of country of about 525 miles, whilst the breadth may be anything from fifty miles to less than one. From that area our selection has had to be mainly confined, and it has meant excluding a certain number of very beautiful and interesting forms.

Bird lovers should remember that when the, at first, seemingly rather extortionate demand of 120 piastres is made, before they are given the card which admits them to the temples, tombs, and areas under the control of the Antiquities Department, they are, in a very important way, really helping on the preservation of birds, for, as already has been said, on no ground under the control of the Department are birds allowed to be shot, and as these spots are the very ones in all Egypt most visited, it is very necessary, as amongst the thousands of tourists that are made familiar with the fact that wild duck, snipe, and waders were very tame at these places, there would always be some unsportsmanlike guns, who would seize the opportunity of going to those very places. Then no longer would the hooting of owls be heard in the ruins, no swallows nesting in the rock-hewn tombs, and no coot and wildfowl would ever be seen on the small sheets of water or sacred lakes that adjoin the temples. That all these birds are there means a very great added interest to these places to every one, and to some of us bird enthusiasts the living interest is greater than that which we can whip up for those heavy, severe, architectural achievements, or wild chaotic masses of ruined masonry.

Elsewhere the point of the scarcity of bird life in the hot summer months has been spoken of, but it is also curious to note that there are just about three to five weeks of mid-winter during which there is no migratory wave seemingly going on at all, up or down the Nile valley. No bands, great or small, of birds heading due north or due south are ever to be seen, and the remark is often made on the paucity of bird life, some persons even declaring that it is “a birdless land.” That the native birds are very small in number is true, but the total number of birds, and varieties of birds, that come for a time and pass on is very great. Those that live in temperate climes do, however, have the best of the deal, as it must ever be a greater
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possession to have the birds nesting around one than merely passing by in migrating flights, be those flights as amazing as they may. Birds, from whatever reason is not certainly known, do not love the excessively hot or cold areas as breeding-places, but do seem to love the more moderate temperate climes. In Great Britain the number of birds that will and do breed within a very small tract of ground is amazing, and Mr. Kearton tells of a small copse in Hertfordshire in which were the nests, with eggs or young, of nine different species of birds, all within fifty yards of one another; and in another case, within a space of ten yards, were a tit’s, a flycatcher’s, and a wood wren’s nest. In Egypt, the number of birds breeding is not large, and excepting some of the great lakes with their margins of shallow water and swampy reeds, there are few places that offer any attractions for birds to nest in any numbers. In the groves of palms you do get many doves building in close proximity with kites and crows, and along certain stretches of the Nile banks large colonies of sand-martins build, but with these exceptions the fact remains that this country has not a large list of birds breeding in any numbers. In the great lakes of Lower Egypt and the Fayoum there are, however, enormous areas of some of the best feeding-grounds imaginable for water-fowl, and the fowl know it; nowhere can be seen more variety of duck, and herons, and waders, and shore birds, than at Lake Menzaleh. Elsewhere, I have already referred to my visit in March and April to this little known part of Egypt, and I wish that those who say this is “a birdless land,” would only go and stay a few days at Kantara, Matariya, Damietta or Port Said, and then see if they could still call it “birdless.” The extreme north and east side of the lake is separated only from the Mediterranean by a narrow bank of sand. Its waters are brackish, the Nile contributes but little to its bulk, and the opinion is largely held that if it could be made to contribute more, the food supply for the fish in it would be considerably increased, to the very great benefit of the fish supply of the country. Every village and town on the lake has many fishermen with boats out night and day. They catch a very large quantity, but it is said every year the size of the fish caught is steadily decreasing, and to increase the food-supply for the fish is now the aim of the authorities. This matter does not immediately affect the birds, as they love the small fry, but if Lake Menzaleh were to once lose its value as a supplier of profitable fish food, it might come to pass that some future engineer would turn his attention to this great area of waste water, and turn it into profitable cultivated ground, and then the birds would be driven away here as completely as they were in England when our fens and meres were drained to make good corn land. Therefore, this proposal to let in more Nile water is of much importance to Menzaleh remaining the great stronghold of bird life in Egypt. At present the spectacle it presents of its crowds of birds seen under the almost constant blue sky, is one that all would be very sorry to lose. The Flamingo come as its crowning glory, but the list of birds is long, and Mr. M. J. Nicoll tells how in only one week’s stay, at Gheit-el-Nassara, on the north-west side of the lake, he met with no less than eighty-seven species. The ordinary visitor to Egypt hurries away from Alexandria or Port Said, but any who love Nature ought to leave a few days for places other than the Nile, if they are to obtain anything at all like a complete knowledge of Egyptian Birds.
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