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SYNOPSIS




In "The Lapse" by Machado de Assis, a group of desperate creditors consult Dr. Jeremias, a Dutch physician, about the behavior of a debtor, Tomé Gonçalves, who seems to have forgotten the notion of paying his debts. Jeremias diagnoses Tomé with a condition called "memory lapse" and reveals that there is a cure. The story explores the tension between creditors and debtors and the ironies of the human condition.




Palavras-chave


Memory, fragility, everyday life.








Notice




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given evolving social norms and our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Foreign language names will be preserved in their original form, without translation.
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And all the officials came...
and the rest

of the people, from the small to the great.




And they said to the prophet Jeremias,
Let

our supplication be accepted in your presence. 




JEREMIAS. XLII,

1, 2.




 




Don't ask me about Dr. Jeremias Halma's family, or

what he came to do in Rio de Janeiro in that year of 1768, when the Count of

Azambuja — who at first was said to have sent for him — ruled; this version was

short-lived. He came, stayed, and died with the century. I can say that he was

a doctor and a Dutchman. He had traveled a lot, knew all the chemistry of the

time and more; he currently spoke five or six living languages and two dead

ones. He was so universal and inventive that he gave Malay poetry a new meter

and devised a theory of diamond formation. I'm not counting the therapeutic

improvements and many other things that commend him to our admiration. All this

without being stubborn or proud. On the contrary, his life and person were like

the house that a patrician arranged for him in Lice Street — a very simple

house where he died on Christmas Day 1799. Yes, Dr. Jeremias was simple,

humble, modest, so modest that... But that would be upsetting the order of a

story. Let's go to the beginning.




At the end of Street do Ouvidor — which was not yet

the painful thoroughfare of poor husbands — near the old Tinsmiths Street,

there lived at that time a certain Tomé Gonçalves, a wealthy man and, according

to some inductions, a city councilor. Alderman or not, this Tomé Gonçalves

didn't just have money, he also had debts — not a few, and not all of them

recent. Carelessness could explain his delays, as could villainy, but anyone

who opted for one or other of these interpretations would be showing that they

don't know how to read a serious narrative. In fact, it wouldn't be worth

anyone's while to write a few pages of paper to say that there was a man at the

end of the last century who, through trickery or carelessness, failed to pay

his creditors. Tradition has it that this fellow citizen of ours was exact in

all things, punctual in the most mundane obligations, strict and even

meticulous. The truth is that the third orders and brotherhoods that had the

fortune of possessing him (he was a redeemed brother of many, from the time he

used to pay), did not withhold proofs of affection and appreciation; and, if it

is true that he was a councilor, as everything suggests, we can swear that he

did it to the satisfaction of the city.
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