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There is a deep and growing conviction in the minds
of the mass of mankind, that slavery violates the great
laws of our nature; that it is contrary to the dictates of
humanity; that it is essentially unjust, oppressive, and
cruel; that it invades the rights of liberty with which the
Author of our being has endowed all human beings; and
that in all the forms in which it has ever existed, it has
been impossible to guard it from what its friends and advocates
would call abuses of the system. It is a violation of
the first sentiments expressed in our Declaration of Independence,
and on which our fathers founded the vindication
of their own conduct in an appeal to arms. It is at
war with all that a man claims for himself, and for his own
children; and it is opposed to all the struggles of mankind,
in all ages, for freedom. The claims of humanity plead
against it. The struggles for freedom every where in our
world condemn it. The instinctive feeling in every man’s
own bosom, in regard to himself, is a condemnation of it.
The noblest deeds of valor and of patriotism in our own
land, and in all lands where men have struggled for freedom,
are a condemnation of the system. All that is noble
in man is opposed to it; all that is base, oppressive, and
cruel, pleads for it.

The spirit of the New Testament is against slavery, and
the principles of the New Testament, if fairly applied,
would abolish it. In the New Testament no man is commanded
to purchase and own a slave; no man is commended
as adding any thing to the evidences of his Christian character,
or as performing the appropriate duty of a Christian,
for owning one. Nowhere in the New Testament is the
institution referred to as a good one, or as a desirable one.
It is commonly—indeed, it is almost universally—conceded
that the proper application of the principles of the
New Testament would abolish slavery every where, or that
in the state of things which will exist when the Gospel shall
be fairly applied to all the relations of life, slavery will not
be found among those relations.

Let slavery be removed from the church, and let the
voice of the church, with one accord, be lifted up in favor
of freedom; let the church be wholly detached from the
institution, and let there be adopted by all its ministers
and members an interpretation of the Bible—as I believe
there may be, and ought to be—that shall be in accordance
with the deep-seated principles of our nature in favor
of freedom, and with our own aspirations for liberty, and
with the sentiments of the world in its onward progress in
regard to human rights, and not only would a very material
objection against the Bible be taken away,—and one
which would be fatal if it were well founded,—but the
establishment of a very strong argument in favor of the
Bible, as a revelation from God, would be the direct result
of such a position....

There is not vital energy enough; there is not power
of numbers and influence enough out of the church to
sustain slavery. Let every religious denomination in the
land detach itself from all connection with slavery, without
saying a word against others; let the time come when,
in all the mighty denominations of Christians, it can be
announced that the evil has ceased with them for ever; and
let the voice from each denomination be lifted up in kind,
but firm and solemn testimony against the system—with
no mealy words; with no attempt at apology; with no
wish to blink it; with no effort to throw the sacred shield
of religion over so great an evil—and the work is done.
There is no public sentiment in this land—there could be
none created—that would resist the power of such testimony.
There is no power out of the church that could
sustain slavery an hour, if it were not sustained in it.
Not a blow need be struck. Not an unkind word need
be uttered. No man’s motive need be impugned, no
man’s proper rights invaded. All that is needful is, for
each Christian man, and for every Christian church, to
stand up in the sacred majesty of such a solemn testimony,
to free themselves from all connection with the evil, and
utter a calm and deliberate voice to the world, AND THE
WORK WILL BE DONE.


Rev. Albert Barnes.





PRAYER



FOR THE OPPRESSED.




A PREMIUM TRACT.



BY



REV. JAMES A. THOME,



CLEVELAND, OHIO.



AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY,

BOSTON.




CALL FOR A PRIZE TRACT.




The subscriber is authorized to say, that a friend, not wishing his name
should be publicly known, offers $100 to the person who will write the best
tract on the duty and importance of praying for the abolition of slavery and
oppression, especially in our own country, particularly adapted to interest
new converts before their minds become embarrassed with political and
party strife.

The tract is to be entitled, “Prayer for the Oppressed.” The offerer nominates
and requests the gentlemen named below to act as committee of
award, to wit: Rev. Elnathan Davis, Fitchburg, Mass.; Rev. George Trask,
Fitchburg, Mass.; John W. Sullivan, Boston, Mass.; Charles B. Wilder,
Esq., Boston. Mass.; Rev. E. H. Nevin, Chelsea, Mass.

The tract should not exceed 24 pages of common size when printed, and
should be sent to the committee of award in season to be examined, and the
prize one transmitted to the publication committee of the A. T. S., Boston,
by the 1st of June next.
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