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      “Iain Duguid’s Turning the World Upside Down—based on the opening chapters of Acts—is a splendid gift to us from a writer who stands in the church’s best tradition of being both a professor and pastor. It skillfully combines faithful interpretation of Scripture with clear and relevant applications. It is scholarly yet readable, simple yet enriching, enjoyable yet challenging, packed with expositions of the ‘there and then’ that help us see and feel their implications for the ‘here and now.’ Here is a book to help both the church and the individual Christian turn our world ‘upside down’ in order to turn it ‘the right way up.’”

      Sinclair B. Ferguson, Chancellor’s Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed Theological Seminary; Teaching Fellow, Ligonier Ministries

      “Though undergirded by Iain Duguid’s profound scriptural knowledge, Turning the World Upside Down is not a dense theological treatise on the important New Testament book of Acts. Rather, it walks through the story told in the first eight chapters, presenting its profound truths in a conversational way, making penetrating and personal applications at every step.”

      Nancy Guthrie, author, Saved: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Acts

      “My colleague, friend, and former pastor Iain Duguid has dedicated his life to understanding the Scriptures at their full depth, teaching biblical truths in an understandable way, and growing healthy churches by developing godly leaders. This makes him the ideal pastor to do what he does so helpfully in Turning the World Upside Down: connect the story of the first church to the ministry needs and gospel opportunities of the church in today’s post-Christian, prerevival society.”

      Philip Graham Ryken, President, Wheaton College

      “One suspects that Iain Duguid’s Turning the World Upside Down is meant to help turn the church right side up. Local church leaders and church ‘starter-uppers’ could get their sea legs here (don’t miss, by the way, the superb treatment of Acts 2:42–47). More broadly, Duguid’s exposition carries just the right balance of bite and comfort; yet the reader has the strange sense that he or she is being ‘chased,’ for Iain repeatedly and relentlessly pursues the religious and the raunchy, the respectable and the rebellious, with the claims of the upside-down gospel.”

      Dale Ralph Davis, former Professor of Old Testament, Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson

      “Iain Duguid’s combined experience as a biblical scholar, church planter, and preacher makes Turning the World Upside Down a practical, illuminating, and challenging exploration of the achievement of the risen Lord Jesus through the Holy Spirit in the infancy of the church in its new covenant form. Duguid shows from the early chapters of Acts that both the planting and the thriving of churches are attributable not to our methods but to the sovereign power and presence of Christ himself—a message that both pastors and God’s people must take to heart.”

      Dennis E. Johnson, Professor Emeritus of Practical Theology, Westminster Seminary California; author, The Message of Acts in the History of Redemption; Let’s Study Acts; and Perfect Priest for Weary Pilgrims

      “Warm and wise, clear and edifying—this is a wonderful exposition of Acts 1–8 from a seasoned pastor and professor. Iain Duguid skillfully relates the teaching of Acts to the rest of Scripture, and to our lives today.”

      Brandon D. Crowe, Professor of New Testament, Westminster Theological Seminary

      “At a time when it seems like Christianity is fading in the West, Iain Duguid turns our focus to the explosive spread of the gospel in Acts. Ours is the God of the resurrection and Pentecost; bringing life out of death is his specialty. If you need a powerful dose of encouragement from the apostolic mission for your ministry and life in the church today, read this book!”

      Michael Horton, J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California
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      Mission Earth

      Acts 1:1–11

      Old graveyards are fascinating places. As you wander around them, you can read the epitaphs of people who died long ago. Some of those epitaphs are memorable. Alexander the Great’s tomb reads, “A tomb now suffices him for whom the world was not enough.” Winston Churchill’s epitaph is, “I am ready to meet my Maker; whether my Maker is prepared for the ordeal of meeting me is another matter.” An old tombstone belonging to a man named William Hahn simply says, “I told you I was sick!” For most people buried in an old graveyard, their epitaph is all that remains of them: Everything they turned their hand to during their lives has long since disintegrated into the dust. Here and there some people have made a lasting impression in the world—an Alexander or a Churchill. They wrote great books or influenced history or even founded a new religion. But they all, the greatest and the least, ended up in the graveyard, their life’s work finished. They may have left behind them an epitaph or a monument to keep their memory alive, but that is all. They are no more.1

      The graveyard points us to one of the main differences between Christianity and every other religion. Unlike every other religion, Christianity’s founder is still alive and active in the world, a point that the writer of the book of Acts wants to make clear at the outset. Buddha died; his teachings are left behind as a memorial to his greatness, but he is no longer active in the world. Mohammed died; his ideas are still revered by millions of people, but he himself is not involved in the spread of his religion. Not so with Christianity. We don’t follow a religion based on the teachings of a great man who lived and died a long time ago. Jesus died and rose again, showing himself alive to his disciples with many convincing proofs (Acts 1:3). We are part of a movement that was begun by Jesus while he was still on earth and is continued by Jesus now from his exalted throne in heaven.

      The Acts of the Risen Jesus

      This is one of the central thrusts of the book of Acts. For a long time, this book has been called “The Acts of the Apostles,” but it could equally well be called “The Acts of the Risen Jesus through the Holy Spirit,” for it is every bit as much about what Jesus is doing in the world as what the apostles do. In the introduction to the book, the writer, Luke, refers to his former book, his Gospel, in which he “dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day” of his ascension (Acts 1:1–2). This book, however, is about the events that follow, the continuing work of Jesus from heaven, through the Holy Spirit working in the apostles and the early church. This book is thus the first chapter of the working out of the promise of Jesus in Matthew 28:20: “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” The book of Acts is primarily a record of what God is up to, not of the acts of the human actors who appear on his stage.

      Luke opens his account by introducing readers to his audience, whom he describes as “Theophilus” (Acts 1:1). “Theophilus” may, of course, denote a particular historical individual to whom the work was dedicated, but we shouldn’t miss the meaning of his name: “lover of God.” Luke’s goal in writing this book is to create a multitude of “lovers of God.” Through the gospel declared on its pages, we see many being converted from theomachoi (“God fighters”; see 5:39) to theophiloi (“God lovers”).2 And Luke wants that group to include us.

      In the first chapter of the book, during the transitional period between his resurrection and his ascension into heaven, we find Jesus involved in one central task, that of teaching the disciples, especially about the kingdom of God.3 In this passage, we are going to see four things about Jesus’s teaching during this period: (1) the simple fact that Jesus teaches the disciples, (2) the fact that Jesus very much needs to teach them, (3) the content of what Jesus teaches the disciples, and (4) the goal of Jesus’s teaching.

      Jesus Teaches His Disciples

      First we note the simple fact that Jesus uses his final days on earth to teach his disciples. In an age like ours in which we are tripping over ourselves with enthusiasm to get out and do things—something, anything—it is good for us to be reminded that the first instruction Jesus gives to his followers is to wait: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised” (Acts 1:4 NIV). Before they can begin their task of taking the message of Jesus Christ to the world, they first have to be instructed about that task and then be empowered for it.

      There’s an application here for our task of taking the good news to our own context. At the outset, it is crucial to be sure that we are as clear as possible about what our task involves and to remind ourselves at every step of our dependence on the Holy Spirit in that task. We need a clear vision of what we hope to do, and we need supernatural power to enable the gospel to penetrate the hearts and minds of men and women, or all the doing in the world will be in vain.

      Put another way, what every church needs is momentum and not just movement. Movement can be aimless; momentum comes when everybody is moving in the same direction. Momentum by itself is not automatically good. Just ask a herd of lemmings. A church needs to be going in the right direction, led by the Holy Spirit. That is why, instead of going out and doing things, Jesus spends his precious last few days on earth instructing his disciples and pointing them to their need of power from on high, the gift of the Holy Spirit.

      The Disciples’ Need for Teaching

      The need that the disciples still have for a great deal of instruction about the task that lies ahead of them can be seen from their question in Acts 1:6: “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

      Teachers may have told you early on in school that there is no such thing as a dumb question, but that is plainly false. Everyone who is an expert in anything knows that there are some questions that are just plain dumb or at least demonstrate a total lack of understanding of the field. No one who knows about sewing asks, “Which end of the needle am I supposed to use?” Similarly, no sports buff asks, “Why don’t they run the football?” when it is fourth and twenty-seven with eight seconds on the clock. Those would be dumb questions—and this, too, is a dumb question. John Calvin comments that there are nearly as many errors in the disciples’ question as there are words, which is quite an achievement.4 The verb “restore” shows that they are still thinking in terms of a political kingdom, like the old kingdom of David. The noun “Israel” shows they are still thinking of a national kingdom made up of Abraham’s descendants. Meanwhile, the phrase “at this time” suggests that they expect the coming of the kingdom to be an immediate, or at least an imminent, event. Jesus corrects each of these mistakes in verse 7; here we look at the content of Jesus’s teaching in response to each of these mistakes in turn because it would be easy for us to fall into similar mistakes today.

      What Jesus Teaches the Disciples

      In his answer to the disciples’ first mistake, Jesus points the disciples to the spiritual nature of the kingdom: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). God’s kingdom is not a political kingdom that can be established by force or political intrigue, as most earthly kingdoms are. It will not come as the result of a coup or a democratic vote or a great marketing campaign. The church is not a business whose function is to maximize the number of its customers. On the contrary, it is a spiritual kingdom; its function is to bring together those worshipers whom God is calling to himself.

      There are a number of ways in which we might fail to see the spiritual nature of the kingdom. On the one hand, we may be overly concerned about numbers. We may get excited when new people show up to church or discouraged if the turnout is low. But the numbers of people attending worship services may actually be a poor indicator of what God is doing by the power of his Spirit in the hearts and lives of individuals. Sometimes services with only a few people present may be of crucial significance in the life of an individual, while at other times there might be thousands present but no great work of the Spirit. Remember, we serve the shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine sheep on the hillside in search of the one lost sheep (Matt. 18:12–13). That’s not necessarily good sheep management practice if your interest is maximizing the size of the flock. But it is the way God governs his kingdom: every single lost sheep matters to him and should likewise matter to us.

      We might also spend too much time focusing on techniques to win people. There’s certainly nothing wrong with studying how to present the gospel more clearly or thinking about what questions and presuppositions our society has that make it harder for people to hear the gospel. But in the end people are not converted by our understanding of apologetics or our mastery of the latest evangelistic strategy, helpful though those things may be. They are converted by the Holy Spirit. That should give us great boldness to speak even a simple word to our neighbor, trusting God to use it as he sees fit. It should also give us great motivation to pray for the Lord to set divine appointments in our day with people in whose lives he is already at work. I know that often I’m far too worried about whether I have the right argument to convince someone and not nearly confident enough in God’s power to open closed ears and soften hard hearts. As a result, I say nothing, instead of speaking up and leaving the outcome to the Holy Spirit.

      Another way to lose sight of the spiritual nature of the kingdom is to be overly obsessed by political process and influence. Certainly Christians should be responsible citizens and should vote wisely for the candidates who seem most likely to pursue justice and righteousness once elected. It is good that Christians should run for office and serve in various government positions, both locally and nationally. But our hope does not finally rest in who holds the power in Washington or Beijing or the Kremlin. Our hope rests in what Jesus is continuing to do from his exalted heavenly throne, from where he rules over the affairs of men and nations. He governs the decisions of unbelievers as well as believers: as Proverbs 21:1 reminds us, “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; / he turns it wherever he will.”

      Jesus’s kingdom will be established here on earth not through a moral majority taking back our culture but through men and women testifying about him in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings the church into existence and maintains her by empowering ordinary people to testify to Christ. In fact, this work of the Spirit is a major theme of the book of Acts: when the Holy Spirit comes, men and women receive power to witness, and the result is that a community of people who recognize Jesus as their King is established. That’s ultimately always how real and lasting (positive) cultural change occurs: through the conversion of individuals who then live out their faith in all the different spheres of life, including politics. The primary mark of the presence of the Spirit of God in the book of Acts is not speaking in tongues or prophecy or signs and wonders but rather power to witness. When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer for God’s kingdom to come (Matt. 6:10), we are praying for him to pour out his Spirit on us so that we can be his witnesses and so that his church may be established and may grow.

      Jesus also corrects the second mistake of his disciples by pointing to the international nature of God’s kingdom: Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). This verse is a miniature summary of the structure of the whole book of Acts: first of all, we see the apostles bearing witness in Jerusalem, then the message spreads to Judea and Samaria, then it heads to Antioch and the eastern Mediterranean, and finally the message comes to Rome itself, which was “the ends of the earth” from the perspective of Jerusalem.

      The international character of the church may not seem like very surprising news to us in our modern era, but it was a revolutionary idea for the apostles. It was hard for them to grasp the fact that Jesus’s kingdom would include not only Jews but also Gentiles and “half-breed” Samaritans. It has been said that in the Old Testament, we find concern for the nations but not the idea of a mission to the nations. Old Testament believers asserted that the nations would surely come to Israel’s God (Isa. 2:2–4), but they would have been rather astonished by the idea that they should go to the nations and win them for Israel’s God. Yet we have to ask, Is that attitude really so different from the actual practice of many churches and individual Christians today? We believe that God will save people from all over the world, perhaps, but do we expect this salvation to come by means of God bringing them to us here in church rather than by us going out to them and sharing the good news about Jesus? Perhaps you are hoping that God will do a mighty work in your church, but have you considered how that will happen except by you getting to know some of the people who live around you so that God can speak to them through you? Are you merely “concerned” that many people around you don’t seem to know God, or do you see yourself as a missionary empowered by God’s Spirit to bring the gospel to them?

      What is more, how broad is your vision of the people God desires to reach? Sometimes we think the church’s main task it is to make us comfortable and ensure that we are surrounded by the right kind of people—usually people just like us. On the contrary, Jesus constantly sends his disciples to those who are not like them, to pursue people who are not easy to like. After Jerusalem and Judea, they were to go to the hated Samaritans and then to the filthy Gentiles. Perhaps that was why there needed to be persecution in the early church, so that the early Christians would be forced to run for their lives and take the gospel out with them to new areas (Acts 8:1–4). Today, too, God sends us to the outcasts and the downtrodden, to the poor and the discriminated against, and to people who are going to make us feel uncomfortable. And he sends us both locally and to the ends of the earth. The healthy church does not have a unity that comes from everyone being alike, with common backgrounds and shared interests; it has a unity that comes from the gospel and the common salvation that we share in Christ. Indeed, a healthy church has a unity that is humanly inexplicable, given the diversity of backgrounds that are represented, yet a unity that comes naturally when a body of people are welded together by the power of the Spirit.

      When Will the Kingdom Be Restored?

      Although the disciples ask, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6), Jesus replies, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses” (1:8). That’s an interesting shift. It provides a counterweight for the point we made earlier about learning before doing. Learning about God and the Bible is never a substitute for doing; it is a necessary equipping for the sake of obedient and effective doing. In your prayers, are you merely praying for God to do the work while hoping that he would send others to accomplish that work, or are you praying for God to empower you to do his work as he provides opportunity?

      It is in this context that Jesus rebukes the disciples’ concern with the timescale of God’s plans: “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority” (1:7). Jesus means that a keen interest in the times and dates of his return can easily become a distraction for Christians, even an excuse for not doing the work we have been given to do. As Deuteronomy 29:29 puts it, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” There are some things that God is not going to tell us, including the date of Christ’s return. Meanwhile, there are plenty of things that he has made known to us—in fact, everything we need for our life and growth in godliness and for presenting the gospel to our neighbors. It is more profitable for us to put our energies into studying and obeying those things than it is for us to get caught up in trying to work out exactly when Jesus is coming back.

      Of course, there are dangers on both sides, whether you think that the date of Jesus’s return will be soon or a long time away. In both cases it is possible to forget the task at hand. For instance, if you think that Jesus is going to return next week, you won’t have much interest in reaching the whole world for Christ. You’ll have no time to prepare any long-term plans or to take any interest in pursuing the shalom of wherever  God has placed you (Jer. 29:7). But equally, if you think that Jesus’s return is a far-off event, you may not sense any urgency to pursue his kingdom in the meantime.

      Jesus makes that clear in the parable of the talents in Matthew 25. In the parable, a man goes away and entrusts his servants with different amounts of money. The first servant is faithful with his ten talents, the second is faithful with his five, but the third goes away and hides his one talent (Matt. 25:15–18). When the master comes back, he rebukes his servant (25:26–27): Why didn’t he at least take his one talent to the bank where it would have earned interest? Many sermons on this passage make the point that we’re all supposed to be faithful with what God has given us and not mind that he has given other people more. That is certainly true, but there is more to the parable.

      The whole parable is based on the premise that the master will be away a considerable time. After all, a week’s interest on a small sum of money would hardly be worth getting worked up about. Did the unfaithful servant expect his master back very soon—in which case, it was hardly worth bothering to be busy for him in the meantime? Or did he expect that he would never come back—in which case he would never have to account for his laziness? Either way, the difference between the faithful and the unfaithful servants is that the master finds the faithful servants busily doing their duty when he returns. It is the same way with the return of the Lord Jesus: never mind when it is going to happen; make sure that you are busy doing what he has commissioned you to do in the present.

      That is why the disciples receive a rebuke from two angels after Christ’s ascension. There the disciples stand, looking up into the sky. The angels say to them, “Why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). In one sense, it is only natural that the disciples should be straining their eyes for a last earthly glimpse of Jesus. But in another sense, their gaze is fixed in entirely the wrong direction. As John Stott puts it, “There was something fundamentally anomalous with their gazing up into the sky when they had been commissioned to go to the ends of the earth.”5

      The ascension marks an important transition: It is the end of the earthly ministry of Jesus and the beginning of the heavenly ministry of Jesus. Jesus is now at the right hand of the Father as anticipated in Daniel 7:13–14. He is interceding for us daily, and he is building his kingdom. At the same time, the ascension marks the beginning of the time between the times, the time between Jesus’s first and second coming, the time for the church to begin her task of mission to the ends of the earth in the power of the Holy Spirit, whom the ascended Jesus is about to pour out.

      This is the time in which we too find ourselves. Now is not the time for a nostalgic looking up into heaven, waiting for Jesus, but for a visionary and compassionate looking out to a lost and dying world. You don’t need constantly to be standing and staring up into the sky because when Jesus comes back, you won’t miss him! His coming will be glorious and unmistakable, an event universally seen and recognized. Even more than that, you shouldn’t just be standing there looking up because Jesus has given you a task to do here on earth: take the good news to all creation (Mark 16:15).

      A fundamental dynamic is thus at work in the closing part of this passage. Jesus Christ has gone up into heaven; as a result, the Spirit will be sent down from there by the ascended Jesus, enabling you to go out in his power, and then, when that earthly ingathering is complete, Christ will come back. In that dynamic, we also live where the bulk of the book of Acts lives: between the coming of the Spirit and the second coming of Jesus. Therefore, we too are called to share in the task of taking the gospel to all nations in the power of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19–20).

      What Are You Waiting For?

      As we await Christ’s return, what does Jesus need to teach you today? Perhaps you need to wait while you are instructed more adequately in biblical truth—or on the other hand, you might need to get out in the power of the Spirit and witness to the things you already know. Maybe you view the church as a business that exists to maximize its consumers or as a country club that exists to satisfy the needs and desires of its members. Have you been more concerned with debating the fine points of theology or the date of the end times than you have with your mission as a witness to the world? We all have much to repent of.

      This passage, however, also offers great encouragement. Those eleven men whose only question to Jesus in this passage is a dumb one were the same men who, when the Spirit was poured out, turned the world upside down (Acts 17:6). The transformation did not come from them attending a seminar on witnessing techniques; it lay instead in the pouring out of God’s Spirit. The reality is that the Spirit uses dumb and incompetent people like us to achieve his sublime purposes of saving his chosen people. Of course, that’s not really a surprise if you understand the gospel truth that the only thing we bring to our salvation is our sin. We come to Jesus as spiritually blind men and women needing to see. We come as spiritually weary people needing rest. We come as spiritually dead people needing new life. All this God does for us in Christ through the Holy Spirit. He takes us just as we are and shapes us slowly and painstakingly into showcases of his grace. Out of these showcases of his grace, broken and damaged though we are, God builds his church. Our weakness is the context for his strength to be radically demonstrated.

      Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (1:8). This international commission is a big challenge. Our mission is to win the world for Jesus Christ. If it were presented to us in the terms of the old Mission Impossible franchise (“Your mission, should you choose to accept it . . .”), most of us would probably decline: “Here am I, Lord; please send someone else.” The task overwhelms us—as indeed it should. How could I possibly change a cold, dead heart of stone into a heart of living flesh? We need to remember that Jesus didn’t leave us alone to do the job. He has done the job himself. Jesus first came down from the comforts of heaven to earth and surrounded himself with people who were hard to love. He didn’t get sidetracked from his mission or back down from it in the way we so often do. Instead, Jesus went out empowered by the gospel to preach good news to Jews and Gentiles, gathering broken reeds that in his gentleness he would not break. Out of these broken and shattered people, he built his church, and he promises to continue to build his church through us. The church of Christ is founded on the solid rock of his death, resurrection, and ascension. The gates of hell cannot and will not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18).

      Jesus promises us his presence and his power to continue to accomplish his purposes through us. He is still at work in and through the church, accomplishing all his holy will. As he told the disciples right before he left them, “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20), and, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). His presence and his power are what turns the impossible mission of reaching the world for Jesus Christ not only into “mission possible” but into a certain accomplishment. Luke writes, “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1). But the earth itself could not contain the books that tell the story of what Jesus has continued to do through the power of his Spirit in ordinary Christians ever since then. Broken vessels, indwelled by the Spirit, are the tools that Jesus uses in bringing many broken people from all kinds of backgrounds to become worshipers of our great and mighty God so that they might be showcases of his grace and mercy.

    

    
      
        1  The first epitaph can be found in Jon R. Stone, The Routledge Dictionary of Latin Quotations: The Illiterati's Guide to Latin Maxims, Mottoes, Proverbs, and Sayings (Routledge, 2004), 334; the second in Gertrude Himmelfarb, The Moral Imagination: From Adam Smith to Lionel Trilling, 2nd ed. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2012), 252; the third in Richard F. Veit and Mark Nonestied, New Jersey Cemeteries and Tombstones: History in the Landscape (Rutgers University Press, 2008), 256.

      

      
        2  Patrick Schreiner, Acts, Christian Standard Commentary (Holman Reference, 2021), 81.

      

      
        3  Luke doesn’t talk extensively about the kingdom of God in Acts, but the phrase occurs at important points at the beginning and end of the book (Acts 1:3, 6; 28:23, 31), as well as at important moments within the narrative (8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25).

      

      
        4  John Calvin, The Acts of the Apostles 1–13, trans. John W. Fraser and W. J. G. McDonald, Calvin’s Commentaries, ed. David W. Torrance and Thomas F. Torrance (Eerdmans; Paternoster, 1965), 29.

      

      
        5  John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts: To the Ends of the Earth, The Bible Speaks Today (InterVarsity Press, 1990), 51.
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      Waiting for God

      Acts 1:12–26

      Elton John was wrong. Actually, Sir Elton (to give him his full title) has been wrong about many things, but in particular, I think that he was wrong when he sang that “sorry seems to be the hardest word.”1 Yes, it is sometimes hard to genuinely apologize for doing something wrong, but if Sir Elton had spent more time around children, perhaps he would know that “sorry” is sometimes pretty easy to say, especially if you don’t have to sound as if you mean it. In reality, sorry is not always the hardest word. A much harder word, especially for children but also for the rest of us, is “wait.” Wait until your birthday; then you can open your present. Wait until your paycheck comes before you buy that new couch. Wait for exams to be over and summer to begin. In my experience, the word “wait” is a whole lot harder than “sorry.”

      “Wait” is what Jesus told the disciples to do before he left them and ascended into heaven: “And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). That is exactly what they do. In this passage, we see what the disciples spend their time doing while they wait. They don’t spend their time doing crosswords or playing video games; they don’t fill up their days watching television or following the sporting exploits of the Jerusalem Jaguars. Instead, we see them doing two things that are models for us to copy: praying in faith and preparing in faith.

      Praying in Faith

      To begin with, we are told that the eleven apostles meet together with the women, and with Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers, joining constantly in prayer (Acts 1:12–14). Luke highly values women in a way that wasn’t common in the ancient world, and so they appear regularly in his account of the early church. It is Luke who tells us the story of Martha and Mary, with Martha distractedly busy in the kitchen while Mary sits at Jesus’s feet, choosing the “good portion” (Luke 10:38–42). Here, Luke notes that even though none of the apostles are women, the women aren’t simply shoved aside to join Martha in the kitchen; they too join in the important task of prayer with the apostles.
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