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As   a   Military   Historian   I   rely   on   a   summary   of   the historical fact, I analyze and highlight the decisive factors, before   simulating   hypotheses   “what   if…”   hypotheses through a board game. In the simulation, all possibilities of the purpose of the study are completed, when the past of history is analyzed based on the theory of the present and projected for similar situations in the future. Since 2010 I have published the following series of simulations: I. Historical Simulation of the Wars of the First Empires; II. Historical Simulation of the Wars in Classical Greece; III. Historical Simulation of the Roman Wars; IV. Historical Simulation   of   Wars   in   the   Medieval   Era;   V.   Historical Simulation of Wars in the Modern Era (1453 to 1774); VI. Historical Simulation of Wars in the Age of Revolutions (1775 to 1860); VII. Historical Simulation of Wars in the Industrial Age (1861 to 1913); VIII. Historical Simulation of the First World War; IX. Historical Simulation of World War II; X. Historical Simulation of the Cold War (1917 to 1991);   and   XI.   Historical   Simulation   of   Contemporary Wars (1991 to ...). 

Keywords:   History.   Art   of   War.   Science   of   War.   War Games.
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HISTORICAL FACT

 

THE AXIS AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR
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Img 1: Europe after World War I.

In Img 1, observe the creation, through the policies and diplomacy of the main victors, France and Great Britain, of a “cotton curtain between crystals” stretching from north to south across central Europe; Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and   Lithuania,   formerly   parts   of   the   Russian   Empire; Poland,   formerly   divided   between   the   German,   Austro-Hungarian, and Russian empires; Czechoslovakia, formerly part   of   the   Austro-Hungarian   Empire,   which   also   lost territories to Yugoslavia and Romania. Also in this image, 
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a series of border issues, likely future “hot spots” (foci of geopolitical tension): between Germany and France, the Alsace-Lorraine region, including the anticipated plebiscite in   the   Saarland**;   between   Germany   and   Poland,   the “Polish corridor” and the Free City of Gdansk (or Danzig); between the Soviet Union and Romania, the Bessarabia region; and between Italy and Yugoslavia, the regions of Croatia and Dalmatia.

Historical notes: *Alsace-Lorraine was a German-populated territory, originally belonging to the Holy Roman Empire, taken by Louis XIV of France after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, but returned by France to the newly unified Germany under the Treaty of Frankfurt (10 May 1871), which ended the Franco-Prussian War, and then retaken by France after World War I under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles of 1919.  It was  annexed  by  the German  Third Reich  in  1940  during World War II and retaken by France in 1945. **After World War I, it was   determined   that   the   highly   industrialized   Saarland   would   be governed by the League of Nations for a period of 15 years and its coal mines would be ceded to France. As the state was the only part of Germany outside the Third Reich, it was there that a significant number   of   anti-Nazi   Germans   fled   in   1933.   However,   this   did   not prevent a plebiscite two years later, at the end of the period under League of Nations rule, from returning the state to Germany. One of the main reasons for this was anti-French sentiment. 90.73% voted to return to Germany, 8.86% voted to keep everything as it was, and only 0.4% voted to be incorporated by France. 

The Opening of the Game

Italy, under Benito Mussolini (1883–1945), the duce (an Italian title derived from the Latin dux, meaning leader, and   a   cognate   of   duke),   had   been   seeking   a   strategic alliance between Italy and Germany against France since 
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the early 1920s. Before becoming head of government in Italy as leader of the Italian fascist movement, Mussolini advocated  an  alliance with  defeated Germany after  the Paris Peace Conference (1919–1920), which ended World War I.

Mussolini believed that Italy could expand its influence in Europe   by   allying   with   Germany   against   France.   Italy identified   1935   as   a   crucial   year   for   preparing   for   war against   France,   as   it   would   be   the   year   Germany's obligations under the Treaty of Versailles would expire.

Meetings took place in Berlin in 1924 regarding military collaboration between Germany and Italy, concluding that the Germans still wanted a war of revenge against France, but were short of weapons and hoped that Italy could assist   Germany.  However,   at   this   time,   Mussolini emphasized   an   important   condition   of   an   alliance   with Germany: that Italy “must ... tow them, not be towed by them”.   Hitler   (1889–1945),   in   his   book   Mein   Kampf, declared that South Tyrol* was not a problem, considering the   advantages   that   would   be   gained   from   a   German-Italian alliance.

*Historical note: the autonomous province of Bolzano, also called Alto Adige   or   South   Tyrol   (in   German   Südtirol),   remained   united   with Austria for many centuries, and the name Tyrol itself originates from the residence of the counts who ruled the area in the Middle Ages and shared   power   with   the   Prince-Bishop   of   Trent.   After   World   War   I (1918), this almost entirely German-speaking territory was annexed to Italy, along with the autonomous province of Trento, which had an Italian-speaking majority but had been under Austrian rule until then. 
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Germany and Japan's interest in forming an alliance began when Japanese diplomat Hiroshi Oshima visited Joachim von   Ribbentrop   in   Berlin   in   1935.   Although   Japan   was unwilling to form an alliance against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and France at the time, Oshima informed von Ribbentrop of Japan's interest in forming a German-Japanese alliance against the Soviet Union.

Upon learning of the German-Japanese negotiations, Italy also began to show interest in forming an alliance with Japan. Italy hoped that, given Japan's long-standing close relations with Great Britain, an Italian-Japanese alliance could pressure Britain  to adopt a more  accommodating stance toward Italy in the Mediterranean.

Thus, the Axis emerged from successive diplomatic efforts by Germany, Italy, and Japan to secure their own specific expansionist interests in the mid-1930s. The first step was the   protocol   signed   by   Germany   and   Italy   in   October 1936, after which Italian leader Benito Mussolini declared that all other European countries would revolve around the Rome-Berlin axis, thus coining the term “Axis”.

In   November   1936,   the   Anti-Comintern   Pact,   an   anti-communist   treaty   between   Germany   and   Japan,   was ratified; Italy joined the Pact in 1937, followed by Hungary and   Spain   in   1939.   The   “Rome-Berlin   Axis”   became   a military   alliance   in   1939   under   the   so-called   “Pact   of Steel”, with the 1940 Tripartite Pact formally integrating the   military   objectives   of   Germany,   Italy,   and   Japan, 
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followed later by other nations. The three pacts formed the basis of the Axis alliance.

The primary objective of the Axis powers was territorial expansion at the expense of their neighbors. Ideologically, the Axis described its goals as breaking the hegemony of the   plutocratic   Western   powers   (under   the   influence   or power   of   money)   and   defending   civilization   against communism. The Axis advocated a variety of variants of fascism,   militarism,   conservatism,   and   autocracy.   The creation of territorially contiguous autocratic empires was a common goal of the three main Axis powers.

The Axis population in 1938 was 258.9 million, while the Allied   population   (excluding   the   Soviet   Union   and   the United   States,   which   later   joined   the   Allies)   was   689.7 million.   Thus,   the   Allied   powers   outnumbered   the   Axis powers by a ratio of 2.7 to 1. The major Axis states had the following national populations: Germany, 75.5 million (including 6.8 million from annexed Austria), Japan, 71.9 million   (excluding   its   colonies),   and   Italy,   43.4   million (excluding its colonies). The United Kingdom (excluding its colonies)   had   a   population   of   47.5   million,   and   France (excluding its colonies), 42 million.

The Axis' Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during the war was   US$911   billion,   peaking   in   1941   in   international dollars   at   1990   prices.   The   Allied   powers'   GDP   was US$1.798 billion. The United States contributed US$1.094 trillion, more than the Axis combined. The war's toll on the participating countries was measured by the percentage of 
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their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) allocated to military spending.

[image: ]

 

Img 2: Historical military spending as a % of GDP .

Nearly a quarter of Germany's GDP was allocated to the war   effort   in   1939,   rising   to   three-quarters   of   GDP   in 1944,   before   the   economy   collapsed.   In   1939,   Japan allocated 22% of its GDP to the war effort in China; this figure rose to three-quarters of GDP in 1944. Italy did not mobilize its economy; its GDP allocated to the war effort remained   at   pre-war   levels.   Italy   and   Japan   lacked industrial capacity; their economies were small, dependent on international trade, external sources of fuel, and other industrial   resources.   As   a   result,   Italian   and   Japanese mobilization remained low, even in 1943.
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Among the three major Axis powers, Japan had the lowest per capita income, while Germany and Italy had income levels   comparable   to   that   of   the   United   Kingdom. Romania's   oil   gave   the   country   a   disproportionate importance   in   the   global   conflict.   In   1940   and   1941, Romania supplied 94% and 75% of Germany's oil imports, respectively.   Italy   –   which   lacked   both   natural   and synthetic production – depended even more on Romanian oil than Germany. The loss of Romania's oil – following the country's   defection   from   the   Axis   in   August   1944   – resulted in Hitler's first admission that the war was lost.

Besides   these   three   main   countries,   several   nominally independent governments, formed by local sympathizers under varying degrees of German, Italian, and Japanese control, were established in the territories they occupied during   the   war.   Some   of   these   governments   declared themselves neutral in the conflict with the Allies or never entered into any formal alliance with the Axis powers, but their effective control by the latter made them, in reality, an extension of them and, therefore, part of them. These governments   differed   from   the   military   authorities   and civilian commissioners provided by the occupying power in that they were formed by citizens of the occupied country and in that the supposed legitimacy of the puppet state was recognized by the occupier de jure, if not de facto.

The Middle of the Game

Hitler had plans for Germany to become the dominant and leading state in the world, such as his intention for Berlin, 
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Germany's capital, to become the Welthauptstadt (World Capital),   renamed   Germania.   The   German   government also   justified   its   actions   by   claiming   that   Germany inevitably needed to expand territorially because it was facing an overpopulation crisis, which Hitler described as: “We   are   overpopulated   and   cannot   feed   ourselves   with our own resources”. Thus,  expansion was justified as an unavoidable   necessity   to   provide   lebensraum   (“living space”)   for   the   German   nation   and   end   the   country's overpopulation   within   the   existing   confined   territory,   as well as to provide the resources necessary for the well-being   of   its   people.   Since   the   1920s,   the   Nazi   Party publicly   promoted   Germany's   expansion   into   territories controlled by the Soviet Union.

Germany   justified   its   war   against   Poland   based   on   the issue   of   the   German   minority   within   Poland   and   Polish opposition to the incorporation of the Free City of Danzig, with an ethnic German majority, into Germany. Germany justified   its   invasion   of   the   Low   Countries   (Belgium, Luxembourg,   and   the   Netherlands)   in   May   1940   by claiming it suspected that Great Britain and France were preparing to use the Netherlands to launch an invasion of Germany's industrial Ruhr region

In 1941, Hitler blamed the outbreak of World War II on the   intervention   of   Western   powers   against   Germany during its war with Poland. On September 3, 1939, France and Great Britain declared war on Nazi Germany, due to its invasion of Poland on September 1. On September 7, 1939, the French army launched a limited offensive in the 
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Saarland, but by mid-October it had already retreated to its   starting   line.   On   May   10,   1940,   the   armies   of   the German   Wehrmacht   (Armed   Forces)   invaded   Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and parts of France.

[image: ]

 

Img 3: Alliances at the beginning of World War II.

Under   Plan   Yellow,   German   armored   units   advanced through   the   Ardennes,   crossed   the   Meuse   River,   and advanced   down   the   Somme   Valley,   intercepting   and encircling the Allied units that had advanced into Belgium to   confront   the   German   armies.   British,   Belgian,   and French forces were driven back by the Germans to the sea, where  the British and French navies evacuated the 
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encircled elements of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) and parts of the French and Belgian armies from Dunkirk, largely thanks to a Stop order for armored forces issued by Hitler at the request of General Rundstedt.

On June 22, 1940, the Second Armistice of Compiègne was   signed   by   France   and   Germany.   The   neutral   Vichy government, led by Marshal Philippe Pétain, replaced the Third   Republic,   and   German   military   occupation   began along the French North Sea and Atlantic coasts, as well as inland. The Germans having quickly subdued France and the Netherlands in the Battle of France, left Britain facing the threat of invasion by sea. 

[image: ]

 

Img 4: Invasion of the Soviet Union.
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The German High Command recognized the difficulties of a seaborne attack,  while the Royal Navy controlled the English   Channel   and   the   North   Sea.   Concurrently,   the Battle of the Atlantic was raging, the longest continuous military campaign of World War II, lasting from 1939 until the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945. At its core was the Allied   naval   blockade   of   Germany,   announced   the   day after the declaration of war, and the subsequent German counter-blockade. The primary objective of German forces was to force Great Britain to agree to a negotiated peace settlement, better securing its rear in the west when the great crusade against Communism began in the east. For more details, I suggest reading my book "Air Campaign in England, 1940. A Historical Simulation," published in 2023.

Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941 involved issues of lebensraum, anti-communism, and Soviet foreign policy. After the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941,   the   Nazi   regime's   stance   toward   an   independent and   territorially   reduced   Russia   was   affected   by   the pressure exerted by the German Army on Hitler, beginning in 1942, to support a Russian Liberation Army (RLA) led by Andrey Vlasov.

On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked the US naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. According to the stipulation of the Tripartite   Pact,   Nazi   Germany   and   Fascist   Italy   were obligated to defend their allies only if they were attacked. Since Japan had taken the first step, Germany and Italy were   not   obligated   to   assist   it   until   the   United   States counterattacked.   However,   expecting   the   US   to   declare 
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war on Germany anyway, Hitler ordered the Reichstag to formally   declare   war   on   the   United   States.   Italy   also declared war on the US.

Historians suggest that this declaration of war against the United States was a serious mistake made by Germany and Italy, as it allowed the United States to participate in the   war   in   Europe   and   North   Africa   without   any limitations.

[image: ]

 

Img 5: Spheres of influence.

The   direct   German   and   Japanese   spheres   of   influence reached their peak in the autumn of 1942.  The arrows show   the   planned   movements   towards   an   agreed demarcation line at 70° East, which, however, was never approached   (linking   the   eastern   edge   of   the   Ural Mountains, the central stretch of Kazakhstan, the eastern border   of   Afghanistan   and   the   western   border   of Pakistan).
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The End of the Game

Japan captured much of the coast of China and Southeast Asia, but its advances in the Pacific were halted in June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.

[image: ]

 

Img 6: Africa and Europe.

In early 1943, Axis forces were defeated in North Africa and at Stalingrad in the Soviet Union, and that year, their continued defeats on the Eastern Front, an Allied invasion of Italy, and Allied offensives in the Pacific forced them to retreat on all fronts. In 1944, the Western Allies invaded 
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France at Normandy, while the Soviet Union recaptured its pre-war territory and the United States (US) crippled the Japanese navy and captured key Pacific islands.

[image: ]

 

Img 7: Asia and Pacific.
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The   war   in   Europe   ended   with   the   liberation   of   the territories occupied by Germany; invasions of Germany by the Western Allies and the Soviet Union, which culminated in   the   fall   of   Berlin   to   Soviet   troops;   and   Germany's unconditional surrender on May 8, 1945.

On August 6 and 9, the US dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. Faced with an imminent Allied invasion, the prospect of further atomic bombings, and a Soviet declaration of war and invasion of Manchuria, Japan announced its unconditional surrender on August 15 and signed a document on September 2, 1945.

For more details, both historical and for the analyses I will follow as the basis for the next historical simulation, the most important chapter, I suggest the reader consult my books “Naval Air War in Europe, 1939 to 1945” and “War in Asia, 1937 to 1946” historical simulations published in 2025. These other two books, together with this one, will form   a   kind   of   large   mosaic   of   a   single   historical simulation of World War II.

Author's   note:   For   the   reader's   convenience,   the paragraph excerpts highlighted in yellow highlight some of the key opportunities among the historical facts that I can take advantage of in my historical simulation.
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HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

 

PAN-ITALIANISM

Imperialism,   colonialism,   and   irredentism   (a   political movement   in   Italy   in   the   late   19th   and   early   20th centuries aimed at promoting the unification of geographic areas   in   which   indigenous   peoples   were   considered ethnically Italian) played an important role in the foreign policy of Fascist Italy. 

[image: ]

 

Img 8: Greater Italy (in red), inserted into the Italian Empire 

(in yellow).

Among   the   regime's   objectives   were   the   acquisition   of territories   considered   historically   Italian   in   France   (e.g., 
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Nice) and Yugoslavia (e.g., Dalmatia), the expansion of Italy's sphere of influence to the Balkans (e.g., Greece), and the acquisition of additional colonies in Africa. The pacification of Libya (1923–1932), the invasion of Ethiopia (1935–1936), the invasion of Albania (1939), the invasion of   France   (1940),   the   invasion   of   Greece   (1940–1941), and   the   invasion   of   Yugoslavia   (1941)   were   all undertaken,   in   part,   to   expand   Italian   national   space.

According   to   historian   Patrick   Bernhard,   Italian   fascist imperialism under Benito Mussolini, particularly in Africa, served as a model for Nazi Germany's much more famous expansionism in Eastern Europe. However, the failures of the Italian campaigns in Africa and the Balkans forced the Germans   to   divert   forces   and   delay   their   operational schedules,   especially   regarding   the   most   favorable seasons for the invasion of Russia.

PAN-GERMANISM

Writers   such   as   Friedrich   List   and   Paul   Anton   Lagarde advocated for German hegemony in Central and Eastern Europe,   where   German   domination   in   some   areas   had begun as early as the 9th century AD with the Ostsiedlung (the term for the migration of Germanic peoples since the early   Middle   Ages   and   the   Germanization   of   areas populated   by   Slavic,   Baltic,   and   Uralic   peoples),   the Germanic expansion into Slavic and Baltic lands.

For Pan-Germanists, this movement was seen as a Drang nach   Osten   (the   desire   to   advance   eastward   was   the 
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name given to a 19th-century German nationalist intention to expand Germany into Slavic territories in Central and Eastern   Europe,   or   its   Manifest   Destiny*,   as   the   US justification put it), in which Germans would be naturally inclined   to   seek   Lebensraum   by   moving   eastward   to reunite with the German minorities there.

*Historical   note:   the   belief   in   the   19th-century   United States that American colonists were destined to expand westward through North America was one of the earliest expressions of American imperialism.

The Germans, for the most part, had been a disunited and disorganized people since the Reformation, when the Holy Roman Empire was fragmented into a patchwork of states after the end of the Thirty Years' War with the Peace of Westphalia, largely due to diplomatic sabotage by France. The more contemporary origins of Pan-Germanism began with   the   rise   of   romantic   nationalism   during   the Napoleonic   Wars.   The   Deutschlandlied   (“Song   of Germany”), written in 1841 by Hoffmann von Fallersleben, defines Germany in its first stanza as encompassing “From the Meuse in France to the Memel in Belarus / From the Adige   in   Italy   to   the   Belt   in   Denmark”   (Img   9).   Pan-Germanism was widespread among the revolutionaries of 1848.

Proponents   of   the   Großdeutschland   (Greater   Germany) solution sought to unite all German-speaking peoples in Europe under the leadership of the German-Austrians in the   Austrian   Empire.   Chancellor   Otto   von   Bismarck 
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reversed   this   precedent   and   unified   Germany   in   1871. However,   the   kaisers   (emperors   noble)   lacked   the diplomat's   wisdom,   and   World   War   I   marked   the   first attempt to put pan-German ideology into practice, with the   pan-German   movement   vigorously   advocating expansionist imperialism.

[image: ]

 

Img 9: Deutschlandlied.

After the defeat in World War I, the influence of German-speaking   elites   over   Central   and   Eastern   Europe   was severely   limited,   and   with   the   Treaty   of   Versailles, 
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Germany was substantially reduced in size (again with the help of France and the support of the British Empire).

Germany's defeat in World War II led to the decline of Pan-Germanism, just as World War I led to the end of Pan-Slavism. Parts of Germany itself were devastated, and the   country   was   divided,   first   into   Soviet,   French, American, and British zones, and then into West and East Germany.   Austria   was   separated   from   Germany,   and German identity in Austria was also weakened.

The end of World War II in Europe brought even greater territorial losses to Germany than World War I, with vast portions of East Germany annexed directly by the Soviet Union   and   Poland.   The   scale   of   Germany's   defeat   was unprecedented; Pan-Germanism became taboo because it was   linked   to   racist   concepts   of   a   “master   race”   and Nordicism by the Nazi Party. However, the reunification of Germany in 1990 reignited the old debates.

Admiral Raeder, commander of the German Navy, believed it would be impossible for Germany to attempt an invasion of England until the spring of 1941. Instead, he called for the invasion of Malta and the Suez Canal so that German forces could link up with Japanese forces in the Indian Ocean and bring about the collapse of the British Empire in   the   Far   East,   the   source   of   many   of   its   economic resources, while also better supporting its European ally, Italy.

However,   similar   to   the   Italian   failures,   the   Germans 
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insisted   on   maintaining   military   resources   in   the   west, particularly air and naval resources, until September 23, 1941,   when   Hitler   finally   ordered   all   preparations   for Operation Sea Lion to cease. This was also reflected in the forces   and   operational   timetables   for   the   invasion   of Russia,   which   was   a   significant   portion   of   the   territory sought by Pan-Germanism.

ANTI-FASCISM

It   is   a   political   movement   opposing   fascist   ideologies, groups, and individuals. Beginning in European countries in the 1920s, it reached its peak shortly before and during World War II, when the Axis powers faced opposition from many   countries   that   formed   the   Allies   and   dozens   of resistance movements around the world.

Anti-fascism has been a component of movements across the political spectrum, holding diverse positions such as anarchism,   communism,   pacifism,   republicanism,   social democracy, socialism, and syndicalism, as well as centrist, conservative, liberal, and nationalist views.

Since   1938,   officers   of   the   German   armed   forces, including   the   Intelligence   system   (the   most   famous, Admiral   Wilhelm   Canaris;   see   more   in   his   biographical summary in the Historical Simulation chapter), conspired to overthrow Hitler, but indecisive leadership and the pace of global events prevented this action. The conspirators gained a sense of urgency in 1943, after Germany lost the 

 

[ 25 ]

The Axis and WWII. A historical simulation by André Geraque Kiffer

Battle   of   Stalingrad   and   Soviet   forces   began   advancing toward Germany.

[image: ]

 

Img 10: Fascism at the beginning of WWII.

Under the leadership of Colonel Stauffenberg (born 1907– 1944, he was of noble birth and a recipient of the Iron Cross and the German Cross, the latter for having been wounded, losing his right hand and left eye in the Tunisian campaign), conspirators attempted to assassinate Hitler at least   five   times   in   1943   and   1944.   With   the   Gestapo closing   in   on   the   conspirators,   a   final   attempt   was organized   on   July   20,   1944   (Operation   Valkyrie). Stauffenberg personally carried a briefcase containing a block of plastic explosives to a conference at the Wolf's Lair. The explosives were armed and placed next to Hitler, but they appear to have been unintentionally moved, at the   last   moment,   behind   a   table   leg   by   Heinz   Brandt, inadvertently saving Hitler's life.
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Although   the   conspirators'   primary   goal   was   to   remove Hitler from power, they did so for several reasons. The majority   of   the   group   behind   the   July   20th   plot   were conservative or idealistic nationalists, but not necessarily democratic.

Among the conspirators' initial demands for negotiations with   the   Allies   were   the   reestablishment   of   Germany's 1914 borders with Belgium, France, and Poland, and the absence of reparations. Like most other members of the German resistance, the conspirators believed in the idea of  a   Greater   Germany   and,   as   a   condition   for   peace, demanded   that   the   Western   Allies   recognize,   at   a minimum,   the   incorporation   of   Austria,   Alsace-Lorraine, and   the   Sudetenland,   the   annexation   of   the   territories Germany ceded to Poland after 1918, and the restoration of some of the overseas colonies. They also believed that Europe should live under German hegemony.
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