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True Life Stories: The Greatest Native American Memoirs & Biographies' is a monumental anthology that curates a diverse array of profound narratives from some of the most significant Native American figures in history. This collection showcases an impressive range of literary styles, from the epistolary to the autobiographical, each bringing to life the cultural, spiritual, and historical complexities of Native American societies. The anthology not only highlights the individual resilience and collective endurance of these communities but also serves as a critical repository of indigenous knowledge and traditions, ensuring their preservation for future generations. The inclusion of seminal works such as the memoirs of Geronimo and the autobiographical insights of Charles A. Eastman stands as a testament to the anthology's literary and historical significance. The editors have carefully compiled works from authors who, despite varying backgrounds, share an intrinsic connection to the Native American experience. These contributors, ranging from warriors and leaders to scholars, have played pivotal roles in articulating the Native American perspective, challenging prevailing stereotypes, and fostering a deeper understanding of their rich cultural heritage. This anthology aligns with critical movements that advocate for the recognition and preservation of indigenous narratives, making a compelling case for the inclusion of these voices in the broader literary canon. 'True Life Stories' invites readers on an enlightening journey through the lives and legacies of figures who have shaped Native American history. It offers a unique opportunity to engage with stories of courage, wisdom, and resilience, transcending the mere historical to touch the profoundly human. As such, this collection is essential reading for anyone seeking to broaden their knowledge of Native American cultures, their struggles, and their profound contributions to the fabric of American life. It fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation for the diversity and richness of Native American literary tradition, encouraging readers to explore these narratives not just for their historical value but for their enduring relevance.
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Luther Standing Bear's 'The Extraordinary Life and Works of Luther Standing Bear' is a profound exploration into the life and legacy of the famous Native American author and activist. The book delves into Standing Bear's literary style, which is imbued with rich cultural insights and storytelling traditions of the Lakota Sioux people. Through his writings, Standing Bear provides a unique perspective on the struggles and triumphs of Native American life in the face of colonization and modernization. His works are a valuable contribution to Native American literature and are celebrated for their authenticity and vivid imagery. This book serves as a comprehensive overview of Standing Bear's most significant writings and the impact they have had on the literary world.Luther Standing Bear, a prominent Lakota Sioux leader, drew inspiration from his own experiences and ancestral wisdom to create meaningful and thought-provoking literature. His advocacy for Native American rights and cultural preservation are palpable in his writings, making him a revered figure in both literary and activist circles. Standing Bear's unique cultural perspective and storytelling abilities set him apart as a significant voice in American literature.I highly recommend 'The Extraordinary Life and Works of Luther Standing Bear' to readers interested in Native American literature, cultural studies, or the intersection of activism and literature. This book offers a valuable insight into the life and writings of a visionary author whose work continues to resonate with readers today.
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  Because he has given me permission to tell my story; because he has read that story and knows I try to speak the truth; because I believe that he is fair-minded and will cause my people to receive justice in the future; and because he is chief of a great people, I dedicate this story of my life to Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States.




  Geronimo.




  Preface




  

    Table of Contents


  




  The initial idea of the compilation of this work was to give the reading public an authentic record of the private life of the Apache Indians, and to extend to Geronimo as a prisoner of war the courtesy due any captive, i. e., the right to state the causes which impelled him in his opposition to our civilization and laws.




  If the Indians' cause has been properly presented, the captives' defense clearly stated, and the general store of information regarding vanishing types increased, I shall be satisfied.




  I desire to acknowledge valuable suggestions from Maj. Charles Taylor, Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Dr. J. M. Greenwood, Kansas City, Missouri, and President David R. Boyd, of the University of Oklahoma.




  I especially desire in this connection to say that without the kindly advice and assistance of President Theodore Roosevelt this book could not have been written.




  Respectfully,




  S. M. Barrett.




  Lawton, Oklahoma.


  August 14, 1906.
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    How the Book was Made
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  I first met Geronimo in the summer of 1904, when I acted for him as interpreter of English into Spanish, and vice versa, in selling a war bonnet. After that he always had a pleasant word for me when we met, but never entered into a general conversation with me until he learned that I had once been wounded by a Mexican. As soon as he was told of this, he came to see me and expressed freely his opinion of the average Mexican, and his aversion to all Mexicans in general.




  I invited him to visit me again, which he did, and upon his invitation, I visited him at his tepee in the Fort Sill Military reservation.




  In the summer of 1905 Dr. J. M. Greenwood, superintendent of schools at Kansas City, Missouri, visited me, and I took him to see the chief. Geronimo was quite formal and reserved until Dr. Greenwood said, "I am a friend of General Howard, whom I have heard speak of you." "Come," said Geronimo, and led the way to a shade, had seats brought for us, put on his war bonnet, and served watermelon à l'Apache (cut in big chunks), while he talked freely and cheerfully. When we left he gave us a pressing invitation to visit him again.




  In a few days the old chief came to see me and asked about "my father." I said "you mean the old gentleman from Kansas City—he has returned to his home." "He is you father?" said Geronimo. "No," I said, "my father died twenty-five years ago, Dr. Greenwood is only my friend." After a moment's silence the old Indian spoke again, this time in a tone of voice intended to carry conviction, or at least to allow no further discussion. "Your natural father is dead, this man has been your friend and adviser from youth. By adoption he is your father. Tell him he is welcome to come to my home at any time." It was of no use to explain any more, for the old man had determined not to understand my relation to Dr. Greenwood except in accordance with Indian customs, and I let the matter drop.




  In the latter part of that summer I asked the old chief to allow me to publish some of the things he had told me, but he objected, saying, however, that if I would pay him, and if the officers in charge did not object, he would tell me the whole story of his life. I immediately called at the fort (Fort Sill) and asked the officer in charge, Lieutenant Purington, for permission to write the life of Geronimo. I was promptly informed that the privilege would not be granted. Lieutenant Purington explained to me the many depredations committed by Geronimo and his warriors, and the enormous cost of subduing the Apaches, adding that the old Apache deserved to be hanged rather than spoiled by so much attention from civilians. A suggestion from me that our government had paid many soldiers and officers to go to Arizona and kill Geronimo and the Apaches, and that they did not seem to know how to do it, did not prove very gratifying to the pride of the regular army officer, and I decided to seek elsewhere for permission. Accordingly I wrote to President Roosevelt that here was an old Indian who had been held a prisoner of war for twenty years and had never been given a chance to tell his side of the story, and asked that Geronimo be granted permission to tell for publication, in his own way, the story of his life, and that he be guaranteed that the publication of his story would not affect unfavorably the Apache prisoners of war. By return mail I received word that the authority had been granted. In a few days I received word from Fort Sill that the President had ordered the officer in charge to grant permission as requested. An interview was requested that I might receive the instructions of the War Department. When I went to Fort Sill the officer in command handed me the following brief, which constituted my instructions:




  

    

      Lawton, Oklahoma, Aug. 12th, 1905.




      


      Geronimo,—Apache Chief—




      


      S. M. Barrett, Supt. Schools.




      


      Letter to the President stating that above-mentioned desires to tell his life story that it may be published, and requests permission to tell it in his own way, and also desires assurance that what he has to say will in no way work a hardship for the Apache tribe.


      




      1st Endorsement.




      War Department,


      The Military Secretary's Office,


      Washington, August 25th, 1905.




      Respectfully referred, by direction of the Acting Chief of Staff, through headquarters, Department of Texas, to the Officer In Charge of the Apache prisoners of war at Fort Sill, Oklahoma Territory, for remark and recommendation.




      (Signed) E. F. Ladd,


      Military Secretary.


      




      2d Endorsement.




      Headquarters Department of Texas,


      Military Secretary's Office,


      San Antonio, August 29th, 1905.




      Respectfully transmitted to 1st Lieut. George A. Purington, 8th Cavalry, In Charge of Apache prisoners. (Thro' Commanding Officer, Fort Sill, O. T.)




      


      By Command of Brigadier General Lee.




      (Signed) C. D. Roberts,


      Captain, 7th Infantry,


      Acting Military Secretary.


      




      3d Endorsement.




      Fort Sill, O. T., Aug. 31st, 1905.




      Respectfully referred to 1st Lieut. G. A. Purington, 8th Cavalry, Officer in Charge of Apache prisoners of war, for remark and recommendation.




      


      By Order of Captain Dade.




      (Signed) James Longstreet,


      1st. Lieut & Sqdn. Adjt., 13th Cavalry. Adjutant.


      




      4th Endorsement.




      Fort Sill, O. T., Sept. 2d, 1905.




      Respectfully returned to the Adjutant, Fort Sill, O. T. I can see no objection to Geronimo telling the story of his past life, providing he tells the truth. I would recommend that Mr. S. M. Barrett be held responsible for what is written and published.




      (Signed) Geo. A. Purington,


      1st. Lieut. 8th Cavalry,


      In Charge of Apache prisoners of war.


      




      5th Endorsement.




      Fort Sill, O. T., Sept. 4th, 1905.




      Respectfully returned to the Military Secretary, Dept. of Texas, San Antonio, Texas, inviting attention to 4th endorsement hereon. It is recommended that the manuscript be submitted before publication to Lieut. Purington, who can pass upon the truth of the story.




      (Signed) A. L. Dade,


      Captain, 13th Cavalry, Commanding.


      




      6th Endorsement.




      Headquarters Dept. of Texas,


      San Antonio, September 8th, 1905.




      Respectfully returned to the Military Secretary, War Department, Washington, D. C., inviting attention to the preceding endorsement hereon, which is concurred in.




      (Signed) J. M. Lee,


      Brigadier General, Commanding.


      




      7th Endorsement.




      War Department,


      Office of the Chief of Staff,


      Washington, September 13th, 1905.




      Respectfully submitted to the Honorable the Secretary of War, inviting attention to the foregoing endorsements.




      (Signed) J. C. Bates,


      Major General, Acting Chief of Staff.


      




      8th Endorsement.




      War Department,


      September 15th, 1905.




      Respectfully returned to the Acting Chief of Staff to grant the necessary authority in this matter, through official channels, with the express understanding that the manuscript of the book shall be submitted to him before publication. Upon receipt of such manuscript the Chief of Staff will submit it to such person as he may select as competent to make a proper and critical inspection of the proposed publication.




      (Signed) Robert Shaw Oliver,


      Acting Secretary of War.


      




      9th Endorsement.




      War Department,


      The Military Secretary's Office,


      Washington, September 18th, 1905.




      Respectfully returned, by direction of the Acting Chief of Staff, to the Commanding General, Dept. of Texas, who will give the necessary instructions for carrying out the directions of the Acting Secretary of War, contained in the 8th endorsement. It is desired that Mr. Barrett be advised accordingly.




      (Signed) Henry P. McCain,


      Military Secretary.


      




      10th Endorsement.




      Headquarters Dept. of Texas,


      Military Secretary's Office,


      San Antonio, September 23, 1905.




      Respectfully referred to the Commanding Officer, Fort Sill, Oklahoma Territory, who will give the necessary instructions for carrying out the direction of the Acting Secretary of War contained in the 8th endorsement hereon.




      


      This paper will be shown and fully explained to Mr. Barrett, and then returned to these headquarters.




      


      By order of Colonel Hughes.




      (Signed) Geo. Van Horn Moseley,


      1st. Lieut. 1st Cavalry, Aide-de-Camp,


      Acting Military Secretary.


    


  




  Early in October I secured the services of an educated Indian, Asa Deklugie, son of Whoa, chief of the Nedni Apaches, as interpreter, and the work of compiling the book began.




  Geronimo refused to talk when a stenographer was present, or to wait for corrections or questions when telling the story. Each day he had in mind what he would tell and told it in a very clear, brief manner. He might prefer to talk at his own tepee, at Asa Deklugie's house, in some mountain dell, or as he rode in a swinging gallop across the prairie; wherever his fancy led him, there he told whatever he wished to tell and no more. On the day that he first gave any portion of his autobiography he would not be questioned about any details, nor would he add another word, but simply said, "Write what I have spoken," and left us to remember and write the story without one bit of assistance. He would agree, however, to come on another day to my study, or any place designated by me, and listen to the reproduction (in Apache) of what had been told, and at such times would answer all questions or add information wherever he could be convinced that it was necessary.
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