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INTRODUCTION



Two things have dominated my professional and personal life: writing and football. I couldn’t even guess how many hours I have spent writing about Britain’s most popular sport. This book looks back at the achievements of ten British-born football managers. I will let you decide which order they should go in.
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KENNY DALGLISH



In May 1967, Celtic became the first British club to win the European Cup by defeating Inter Milan in the final. After that triumph, Jock Stein was keen on strengthening the team that had become widely known as the ‘Lisbon Lions’. He wanted Kenny Dalglish in his team. He would tell his assistant, Sean Fallon, to visit Dalglish and his parents at their home. Dalglish became nervous when his parents told him that Fallon was at the door. His bedroom walls were covered with posters of Glasgow Rangers.


He became a fan of Celtic’s most fierce rivals after his parents moved to the docklands of Govan, near Ibrox: home of Glasgow Rangers. He managed to remove all the posters of his heroes before Fallon entered the house. After signing a provisional contract with Celtic in May 1967, Dalglish was loaned out to Cumberland United for the following season. The 37 goals that he scored for them helped him gain a full professional contract at Celtic before the start of the 1968-69 season. Dalglish would go on to become a regular in the Celtic reserve team. It was nicknamed the ‘Quality Street Gang’ because of the excellent players it had. Dalglish’s exquisite skills with a football meant that he would stop playing for the ‘Quality Street Gang’ and become a regular member of the Celtic first team during the 1971-72 season. As well as making 320 appearances and scoring 167 goals for Celtic, he would help the team that played at Parkhead win 10 trophies. The 1975-76 season was the only season that he didn’t win a trophy with Celtic. Stein missed the majority of that season because he had been badly injured in a car crash.


In May 1977, Dalglish became restless at Celtic and was looking for a new challenge. At the same time, Liverpool’s Kevin Keegan was eager to experience the challenge of playing in a foreign country and decided to sign for Hamburg SV. His final game for Liverpool was the European Cup Final against Borussia Monchengladbach. Dalglish wanted to be in a team that was capable of winning the European Cup every season. He felt that Celtic didn’t have the resources to do that. When Liverpool manager Bob Paisley came to visit him, Dalglish decided that this was the ideal team to join. Paisley was also keen to sign him because he felt that he had found the ideal man to replace Keegan. The Geordie would pay Celtic a British record transfer fee of £440,000 for his services.


However, the Celtic fans weren’t happy with Dalglish’s decision to sign for the European Cup holders. They booed him when he returned in August 1978 to play in Stein’s testimonial match. Meanwhile, the Liverpool fans weren’t convinced that Dalglish could be an adequate replacement for the number seven shirt that was worn by the popular Keegan. Dalglish would prove the doubters wrong during his first season at Liverpool by making 62 appearances and scoring 31 goals. The most vital goal was scored in the 1978 European Cup Final against Bruges. The only goal of the game meant that Liverpool had successfully defended the premier continental competition. It was a great start to Dalglish’s playing career at Liverpool. Things would only get better.


His 21 goals the following season would help Liverpool win the title. They finished eight points ahead of runners-up Nottingham Forest, and only conceded sixteen goals. His impressive performances on the pitch were the main reason that he was chosen to replace Emlyn Hughes as Liverpool captain. But Dalglish never felt comfortable wearing the armband. It was handed to Phil Thompson. Liverpool retained the title the following season with a 4-1 win against Aston Villa in their penultimate league game. Dalglish had played 180 games in a row for Liverpool. This remarkable record came to an end when he failed a fitness test for the League Cup tie against Bradford City in August 1980. When he made a recovery from the injury, the Scot would fail to score another league goal that season. The 1980/81 season would prove to be his most disappointing league campaign as a Liverpool player. They only finished fifth in the table. Paisley’s team overcome this disappointment by defeating West Ham United in the League Cup Final and Real Madrid in the European Cup Final.


Dalglish’s league scoring draught continued during Liverpool’s first nine league games of the 1981/82 season. After the barren spell came to an end against Brighton on 17 October 1981, the Glaswegian would go on to score 13 goals in 42 matches. This was the season that he formed a prolific strike partnership with Ian Rush. Their goals would help Liverpool recapture the title. The club also successfully defended the League Cup by defeating Tottenham Hotspur in the final.


The 1982/83 season was another successful season for Dalglish and Liverpool. They retained the Championship and the League Cup. Opposition players and sports journalists were impressed with Dalglish’s goals. They also loved the brilliant passes he provided for Rush. Rush would score from the majority of these deliveries. Dalglish was named Footballer of the Year and was elected as the PFA Player of the Year. At the start of the season, Paisley decided that he wanted to retire. He was succeeded by Joe Fagan. During Fagan’s first season in charge of Liverpool, Dalglish scored his 100th league goal for Liverpool. This made him the first player to score 100 league goals in Scotland and England. Another record was set when he scored his 15th goal in the European Cup against Odense Boldklub in the second leg of the first-round match. He had surpassed his idol, Dennis Law’s, previous best of 14. Liverpool won their fourth European Cup by defeating Roma in a penalty shoot-out. The final had taken place in the Italian club’s Olympic Stadium.


It was a historic season for the team that played at Anfield. By winning the Championship they had completed the first post-war hat-trick. They also retained the League Cup by defeating bitter rivals Everton 1-0 in a replay at Maine Road. This was a remarkable achievement by Fagan. He had only been in charge of the team for one season.


After the dramatic victory against Roma, Dalglish enjoyed another tour of Liverpool. He wasn’t able to enjoy this experience when he played for Celtic. The rivalry between Celtic and Glasgow was too fierce. A riot would have started if Celtic displayed a trophy from an open top bus.


In May 1985, Dalglish’s European dream turned into a nightmare. The 1985 European Cup Final is often referred to as the ‘Horror of Heysel’. Before the start of that game, Liverpool and Juventus supporters would start a fight. Thirty-nine supporters, mostly Italian, were killed in the brawl. The players were told that they would still have to play the game. A Michel Platini goal gave Juventus a 1-0 victory. The Juventus players weren’t celebrating at the end of that game. It was a tragic evening. English clubs were banned from European competitions. It was a sad end to Joe Fagan’s reign as Liverpool manager. Before that European Cup Final, he informed the Liverpool board that he wanted to retire. Less than 24 hours after the events of Heysel, Dalglish started a new career. He was named the new Liverpool manager. He wasn’t taking over in the greatest of circumstances. At his first press conference, the Scot had to keep answering questions about the Heysel tragedy. Dalglish’s relationship with the players had now changed. He could longer take part in the dressing room banter and wind-ups. He would also have to keep his distance from players that he had formed close friendships with.


Everton had won the previous season’s title. They finished 13 points ahead of second placed Liverpool. The two Merseyside clubs were again competing for the title during the 1985/86 season. Local and national pride was at stake. Everton gained a major advantage in February. They went top of the league table after defeating Liverpool. There were only 13 league games left and Dalglish felt that drastic action was required. He could see that Everton were gaining momentum.


He had spent the majority of that season in the manager’s dug out. He put himself back in the team because he felt that he could make a valuable contribution. Liverpool won 11 of their last 12 league games. Their last league game was against Chelsea at Stamford Bridge. Dalglish scored the goal that clinched the title for Liverpool. This made him the first player-manager to win the English Championship. But this wasn’t the end of Liverpool’s season. There was the small matter of playing Everton in the FA Cup Final. The red and blue half of Merseyside travelled to London for the first all Merseyside FA Cup Final. At half-time, the Liverpool supporters were worried that they would be travelling home disappointed.


Everton were winning 1-0 through Gary Lineker. They had been the better team for the majority of that first half and deserved their lead. Dalglish gave one of his most important managerial speeches at half-time. He told his players: ‘We’ve been magnificent all season, there’s 45 minutes to go, let’s go and give our lot.’ The players were inspired by these words. Jan Molby became more assertive in midfield. He was influential in the goals that were scored by Ian Rush and Craig Johnston. Rush’s second goal sealed the double for Liverpool.


Everton were distraught at the end of the game. Their bitter rivals had pipped them for the Championship and defeated them in the FA Cup Final. Things would get worse the next day. Everton and Liverpool did a joint tour of the city. The Everton players were envious of the Liverpool bus. Their bus had nothing on it. The Liverpool bus had the 1st Division trophy and the FA Cup.


Howard Kendell’s team gained revenge the following season. They overhauled the nine-point lead that Liverpool had on 18 March. Liverpool had to settle for second place. Their rivals would finish with 86 points. Dalglish’s team also suffered heartache at Wembley. Charlie Nicholas’s two goals gave Arsenal a 2-1 victory in the League Cup Final. Dalglish didn’t want to endure another disappointing season at Anfield. The board held the same views and told him that there was money available to buy players. The Liverpool manager told them that there were five players that he wanted in his team. The board were able to purchase four of them: John Barnes, Peter Beardsley, Ray Houghton and John Aldridge became members of Kenny’s team.


The four new faces and the old guard formed one of Liverpool’s most exciting teams. Dalglish’s team didn’t lose any of their first 29 league games in the 1987/88 season. This equalled the record set by Leeds United the 1973-74 season. Everton were the team that stopped them surpassing the record. A frustrated Dalglish kicked a plastic bucket at the end of the game. The side of bucket buckled and the water shot up all over him. Nottingham Forest was the only other team to defeat Liverpool in the league that season.


Liverpool scored four or more goals in a game on eleven separate occasions during that season. The most impressive performance was against Nottingham Forest in April. Forest, who would finish third in the table, didn’t know how to stop Liverpool’s outstanding passing, movement and finishing. Liverpool won the game 5-0. Tom Finney would describe it as one of the finest performances that he had ever seen.


Nobody else was going to win the league that season. They didn’t know how to compete with Liverpool. Dalglish’s team won the Championship with four games remaining. Liverpool also had the opportunity of doing another English classic double. They were favourites to defeat Wimbledon in the FA Cup Final. A lot of pundits were saying that Liverpool would give Wimbledon a football master-class. But Bobby Gould’s team had other ideas. A Wimbledon free kick resulted in a Lawrie Sanchez goal. Liverpool’s day got worse when John Aldridge’s penalty was saved by Dave Beasant. This was the first spot kick failure in an FA Cup Final at Wembley. Sanchez’s goal would win the trophy for Wimbledon. Their triumph will always be remembered as one of the all-time upsets.


Liverpool only won one trophy that season. But their supporters still remember that season fondly. Dalglish’s team had thrilled them for nine months. They got even more excited on 18 August. Two days before the Charity Shield match against Wimbledon, Dalglish announced that Ian Rush was returning from Juventus. Liverpool now looked even more formidable. They had the attacking threat of Barnes, Beardsley, Rush and Aldridge.


After a 3-1 defeat to Manchester United on New Year’s Day, Dalglish’s team went on an unbeaten league run until the last day of the season. They also made progress in the FA Cup. Football fans looked forward to their FA Cup semi-final match with Nottingham Forest on 15 April, 1989. Sadly, it would turn out to be a day of appalling tragedy. Ninety-six supporters would die after being crushed at the Leppings Lane end of the stadium. This was the third time that Dalglish had witnessed a tragedy in a football stadium. As well as witnessing the horrific scenes at Heysel in 1985, he saw 66 supporters die at Ibrox in 1971. He was magnificent at uniting the city and club after the Hillsborough tragedy. He would also impress everyone with the care he showed for the grieving relatives. This was during a period when he was suffering from mental anguish.


Liverpool continued in their attempt to win the FA Cup that season. They were following the wishes of people that had lost friends and family members in the tragedy. They defeated Forest 3-1 in the restaged semi-final at Old Trafford. Everton were their opponents in the final. On an emotional day at Wembley Stadium, the Liverpool and Everton supporters were united. They witnessed a memorable FA Cup Final. Aldridge scored in the first minute of the game. Despite conceding an early goal, Everton were competitive with their neighbours for the rest of the match. Their hard work was rewarded in the last minute when Stewart McCall equalised. This meant that extra time was required in the 1989 FA Cup Final.


Ian Rush scored to make it 2-1. But Everton weren’t going to give up. McCall equalised for them again. Rush would then show why Dalglish welcomed him back to Anfield. His second goal won the cup for the red half of Merseyside. Emotional Liverpool fans ran onto the pitch at the end of the game. This meant that the players couldn’t do a lap of honour around the pitch. Dalglish and his players didn’t show any resentment towards the supporters. It had been an unforgettable day for everyone that had a link with Liverpool.


They were involved in another memorable game six days later. Arsenal denied them the double by defeating them 2-0 at Anfield. An injury time goal from Michael Thomas meant that two teams finished level on points [76]. They also had an identical goal difference [37]. But the London club were awarded the Championship because they had scored more goals [73 to 65]. Dalglish was hurt by the way his team had lost the title. But he also realised that if he had to pick between the league and the FA Cup that season, he would have chosen the FA Cup. Liverpool needed to win the trophy for the 96 people that had died at Hillsborough.


Liverpool won their 18th league title the following season. This was the clubs 10th Championship in 15 seasons. It was also the third of Dalglish’s managerial career. One of the most memorable performances of that season was against Crystal Palace. Liverpool won the match 9-0. Dalglish’s men had broken the record for the number of goals scored by a team in a First Division match. This was also John Aldridge’s last game for Liverpool. His new club was Real Sociedad. At the end of the game, the striker threw his shirt and boots into the crowd.


Selling Aldridge didn’t look like a wise move towards the end of that season. Liverpool only had a one point lead in the league table. They were also competing against a talented Aston Villa team for the Championship. Dalglish decided that Ronnie Rosenthal would improve his team. It was a wise decision. The Israeli International scored seven goals in eight league games. These goals helped Liverpool to finish ahead of Villa. This was also the season that Dalglish decided to end his playing career. His final appearance in a Liverpool shirt was against Derby County on 1 May. In the penultimate game of the season, the Glaswegian came off the bench in the second half. He wanted to thank the Liverpool fans for the support they had given him during his playing career at Anfield.


Success didn’t stop Dalglish feeling the strain. The mental anguish of the Hillsborough disaster hadn’t disappeared. He knew that he needed a break from football. During the summer of 1990, the Liverpool manager was thinking about leaving the club. He was still the boss at the start of the 1990/91 season because he appreciated how good the club had been to his family.


By Christmas the strain was getting worse. Blotches were starting to appear on his face. Despite having to see a doctor nearly every day, Dalglish was still performing adequately as a manager. Liverpool were competing with Arsenal for the Championship. They also progressed to the fifth round of the FA Cup. The famous 4-4 draw with Everton is still fondly remembered by football fans. It was one of the greatest games in the competition’s history. Dalglish was the only person in Goodison Park that knew he would be resigning the next day. The result was irrelevant. He would have gone insane if he stayed at Liverpool. He made this decision while sitting on his hotel bed.


After the fifth-round replay against Everton ended, Dalglish was convinced that he was making the right decision. When Liverpool were winning 4-3, the Scot thought about putting an extra player in defence. In the past he wouldn’t have hesitated at making the decision. But this time he started having doubts. He didn’t change things and Everton equalised. This was the moment he realised that he needed to quit. Liverpool needed a manager that could make an instant decision. He couldn’t be that man.


During a meeting the next day, the board told Dalglish that he could take a few weeks off. Dalglish rejected their offer. He wanted a clean break from football. He knew that just having a few weeks off wouldn’t be a proper break from the game. He would still be thinking about the matches that Liverpool were involved in. The public were made aware of his decision after 11am on 22 February 1991. Dalglish found it hard to leave Liverpool. The club had been an important part of his life. His kids were also emotionally upset by his decision. They were crying when he returned home. An important chapter in his life had come to an end.


After an eight-month break from the pressures of football management, Dalglish felt refreshed. He was ready for a new challenge. He was appointed Blackburn Rovers manager on Saturday, 12 October. In January 1991, the Second Division club had been taken over by Jack Walker, who was the local steelwork’s owner and a lifelong fan.


He felt that Dalglish was the man that could take his club into English football’s top division. He also appointed Ray Harford as Dalglish’s assistant. Dalglish told Walker that he wanted Harford to be a member of his backroom staff. He had always been a fan of Harford’s coaching and organisational skills.


Dalglish was impressed when he watched his team for the first time in the stand. They defeated Plymouth Argyle 5-2. His arrival revitalised Blackburn. They went from 11th to 1st in the Second Division. But things started to go wrong when they looked like certainties to win promotion. They started losing games and only qualified for the play-offs by defeating Plymouth Argyle on the last day of the league season.


Their inconsistent form continued at the start of the play-off semi-final. Derby County scored two goals very quickly. Dalglish’s team recovered and won the match 4-2. This gave them the confidence to win the second leg. Dalglish was returning to Wembley. The situation this time was different. Wembley was like a second home to Liverpool. At Blackburn, Dalglish was trying to revive an underachieving club. Leicester City were the team trying to stop them gaining promotion into the Premier League. After Mike Newell successfully scored from the penalty spot, Blackburn survived a bombardment from Leicester City in the second half. Blackburn had achieved promotion into the top flight for the first time since 1966.


Before the start of the 1992/93 season, Dalglish made one of the best signings of his managerial career. He paid Southampton £3.3 million for Alan Shearer’s services. Shearer wasn’t daunted by the prospect of having to play for a bigger club. He scored 22 goals in 26 games. He probably would have scored many more goals if he hadn’t got injured mid-season. Despite losing their main striker for the rest of the season, Dalglish’s team still finished a respectable fourth in the league.


Dalglish strengthened his squad during the 1993-94 season by signing Tim Flowers from Southampton and David Batty from Leeds. Flowers and Batty would help Blackburn reduce a 16-point lead that Manchester United held in the Premier League table. During this pursuit, Blackburn set a new club record of 13 consecutive home wins. But United remained calm and won the title with 92 points.


During the summer of 1994, Dalglish told Jack Walker that he needed to open his cheque book and strengthen the Blackburn team. This was the only way to finish ahead of Manchester United. Walker would follow Dalglish’s advice by paying Norwich City £5million for Chris Sutton. Sutton would form a prolific partnership with Shearer. Their partnership, nicknamed ‘SAS’, made Blackburn contenders for the Championship again. They were still competing with Manchester United for the Premier League title on the last day of the season. Manchester United needed to beat West Ham at Upton Park; they also needed Liverpool to avoid defeat against Blackburn at Anfield.


The day started perfectly for Dalglish’s team. Shearer scored to put them 1-0 up. Things got even better when United conceded a goal against West Ham. But things started to go wrong for Blackburn in the second half. John Barnes equalised for Liverpool. Shortly after that goal, Brian McClair equalised for Manchester United. There was going to be a dramatic end to the season.


Jamie Redknapp, who had been brought to Liverpool by Dalglish in 1991, scored for his team in the last minute of the match. Dalglish was heartbroken. The Blackburn supporters felt the same way. They thought that they had missed out on their best opportunity to win the Championship. They were then informed that Manchester United had failed to beat West Ham.


Blackburn Rovers had won the Premier League. It was time for a party. Dalglish had become only the third manager in the history of English football to win league titles with two different clubs, following Herbert Chapman [Huddersfield 1924, 1925; Arsenal 1931, 1933] and Brian Clough [Derby County 1972 and Nottingham Forest 1978]. Anfield was an ideal place for him to win the title. The Liverpool players and supporters were delighted for him.


After winning that trophy, Dalglish decided that he didn’t want to continue in the role of managing Blackburn Rovers. He didn’t relish another season of team responsibilities. He was made the Director of Football at Blackburn Rovers. Ray Harford failed to continue Dalglish’s success during the 1995/96 season. Blackburn finished sixth in the Premier League table. They also underachieved in the Champions League. Poor performances meant elimination after the group stages ended.


During the summer of 1996, Dalglish received a letter. It informed him that he was no longer the Director of Football at Blackburn. The Glaswegian wasn’t that upset. He never really enjoyed the role. He returned to the crazy world of football management when Newcastle United decided that they wanted him to become their new gaffer in January 1997. At first the Newcastle fans thought he was going to continue the good work that his predecessor Kevin Keegan had done at the club. Newcastle qualified for the Champions League on the last day of the 1996/97 season. But they started questioning his managerial ability when he decided to sell Peter Beardsley, Lee Clark, Les Ferdinand and David Ginola. There were further doubts when he decided to buy John Barnes, Ian Rush and Stuart Pearce. The three veteran players struggled to make an impact during the 1997/98 season. Newcastle spent the majority of that season in the relegation zone. After avoiding relegation, they were convincingly defeated by Arsenal in the FA Cup Final.


Newcastle United Chairman, Freddy Shepherd wasn’t impressed by Dalglish’s managerial reign. He sacked his manager after the first two games of the 1998/99 season. In June 1999, Dalglish became the Director of Football at Celtic. He surprised everyone by making the inexperienced John Barnes head coach of Celtic for the 1999/2000 season. Dalglish and the people running Celtic called it the ‘dream ticket’ move.


Sadly, the dream turned into a nightmare. Poor results included a shock Scottish Cup defeat at the hands of Caledonian Thistle. The Sun newspaper printed the headline: “Super Calley go ballistic. Celtic are atrocious.” The Celtic board were also unimpressed by this result. Barnes was sacked a few days after this shocking defeat. Dalglish became the new head coach.


Although he would go on to win the League Cup, Dalglish’s contract was not renewed and the board decided to replace him with Martin O’ Neill. Dalglish was unhappy with the way the Scottish club had treated him and was determined to carry on in the role of Director of Football. He would start a legal battle with the first club that he had played for. The bitter dispute ended when Dalglish accepted Celtic’s settlement offer of £600,000.


He may have left Liverpool in February 1991, but the city and club were always a part of him. That’s why he was delighted when Liverpool manager, Rafel Benitez, asked him to look after the club’s youth academy in April 2009. Dalglish would go on to become the club’s ambassador. When Bentiez was sacked in June 2011, Roy Hodgson was chosen to replace him. Liverpool fans weren’t convinced that Hodgson was the right man to manage their club. They started having even more doubts when the team made a poor start to the 2010-11 season.


When the team was showing no signs of improvement in January 2011, the fans demanded that Hodgson should be replaced by Dalglish. Their wish was granted when Hodgson left the club and New England Sports Ventures made Dalglish the caretaker manager. An improvement in results helped Dalglish gain a three-year contract in May 2011. The 2011-12 season would prove to be an eventful nine months. The media would criticise Dalglish for defending Luis Suarez after the striker was given an eight-match ban for allegedly racially abusing Manchester United defender, Patrice Evra, during a league game in October 2011. There would be further controversy when the Uruguayan refused to shake hands with Evra before the start of the return fixture in February 2012. Dalglish and Suarez would only apologise for the incident after the Liverpool owners intervened. On the pitch, Dalglish’s team defeated Cardiff City in the League Cup Final. This was the club’s first trophy in six years. They also reached the final of the FA Cup. The most memorable victory on the way to the final was the semi-final triumph against Everton at Wembley. Chelsea stopped Liverpool from completing a cup double.


Dalglish’s team failed to repeat their impressive cup performances in the Premier League. During the second half of the season, the Merseyside club found themselves in 17th position. They would go on to finish in eighth position. This was their worst performance in the league since the 1993-94 season. They had failed to qualify for the Champions League for a third straight season. The Liverpool Chairman, John W. Henry, wasn’t happy with the performances in the league. He sacked Dalglish on 16 May 2012. Winning the League Cup and being beaten finalists in the FA Cup wasn’t good enough. Henry wanted Liverpool to be a part of the Champions League.


Although his second managerial reign ended disappointingly, the Liverpool fans will never forget the magical moments Dalglish provided as a player and manager. He will always be a legend of Liverpool Football Club.
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BRIAN CLOUGH



Brain Howard Clough never used to pay attention to what his teacher was saying in the classroom. He was too busy daydreaming about scoring a century for England in a Test Match at Lords. Clough would never achieve this ambition at cricket’s most famous stadium. He would, however, create his own legacy in football.


Clough loved sport. It allowed him to forget about schoolwork. It also gave him an excuse to get out of the house. This addiction meant that he neglected his studies. He failed his Eleven-Plus exam at Marton Grove Secondary School in 1964. The unqualified Clough briefly worked for ICI. He only worked there for a short period because Middlesbrough expressed an interest in him. The Second Division team was impressed by the number of goals he had scored for Billingham Synthonia. The intelligent and inquisitive boy played for them before doing his National Service in the RAF between 1953 and 1955.


While playing for them, Clough very quickly realised that he was good at putting the ball in the opposition’s net. He would continue to be a prolific goal scorer when he joined Middlesbrough in 1955. He scored 204 goals in 222 games. That was almost one goal per game. The Middlesbrough reserve team goalkeeper, Peter Taylor, wasn’t shy about telling everyone how great his friend was at scoring goals. He was one of the few friends that Clough had in the Middlesbrough dressing room. The other players didn’t like it when Clough would criticise Middlesbrough’s terrible defence.


Clough would have a frustrating international career. An outstanding goal-scoring record at club level didn’t impress the England manager, Walter Winterbottom. Clough would only win two caps at full international level.


The Middlesbrough players were relieved when Sunderland paid £55,000 for Clough’s services in July 1961. They would no longer have to hear Clough’s outspoken views about football in the dressing room. The Sunderland manager, Alan Brown, would become one of the major influences in Clough’s life. Brown would teach Clough the importance of a team behaving properly on a football pitch. Clough’s teams would become known for making the referee’s job easier. Brown would also show him that a manager needed to behave like a dictator at a football club.


Clough pleased his mentor at the start of the 1962-63 season. By December, the striker had scored 24 league goals. Sunderland looked certain to win promotion. But Brown’s promotion dreams suffered a servere blow on 26 December 1962. On a wet and icy pitch, Clough collided with the Bury goalkeeper, Chris Harker. Harker’s shoulder had crunched into Clough’s right knee. When he arrived in hospital, Clough was told his cruciate ligament was torn. After an operation, Clough’s leg was set in plaster from ankle to groin. With the knee bent, he remained in this uncomfortable position for three months.


He wasn’t prepared to accept that his playing career was over. After going through a rigorous rehabilitation process, Clough made a comeback against Leeds United in September 1964.


While he had been trying to make a recovery from injury, Sunderland had been promoted to the First Division. Despite scoring in that match, Clough knew that he was finished as a footballer. He would only play two more games. He finished with a career record of 251 goals in 274 matches. He had scored 250 goals quicker than any other player in English football.


Clough didn’t know how he was going to feed his family. Football was the only job that he knew. He didn’t have the qualifications to work in a bank or a hospital. His fears disappeared when new Sunderland manager, George Hardwick, asked him to coach the youth team. Clough immediately realised that he was good at telling players what to do with a football. When he was a striker at Middlesbrough and Sunderland, Clough would show the other players how to put the ball in the net. He showed the same cockiness when attending a FA coaching course in Durham. Throughout the course he argued with the coach organiser, Charles Hughes. He continually told Hughes that his theories on football were rubbish. He also showed the other students the correct way to teach a player. At the end of that course, Clough became one of the youngest people to earn a full coaching badge.


Clough immediately stopped the youngsters at Sunderland from doing laps around the pitch. He believed that it did nothing to improve them as footballers. He also believed that the best way to improve their skills was by making them play five-a-side matches. The enthusiasm shown by the players convinced Clough that he was going to become a good manager. The next step in his new career occurred after George Hardwick was sacked by Sunderland. His successor, Ian McColl, told Clough that he couldn’t keep working with the youngsters. He wanted to hire his own coaching staff. Clough wasn’t too upset about being rejected by McColl. He was ready for a new challenge. The new challenge was managing Hartlepool United.


Hartlepool United Chairman, Ernie Ord, was waiting in the Sunderland boardroom after Clough’s testimonial match had ended. He was successful at persuading Clough to become the new manager of his club. Ord’s club were bottom of the Fourth Division and desperately needed somebody to revive them. They only had seven points and were already thinking about applying for re-election to the league. Clough accepted this unappealing job because he was unemployed. At only 30 years old, he was about to become the youngest manager in the league.


When he began his new job at Hartlepool United, Clough very quickly realised why the team were bottom of the table. The players that he inherited weren’t very good. This is why he made Peter Taylor the first signing of his managerial career. Taylor was great at finding talented players. Any players that he discovered would have been an improvement on the ones that Clough had inherited. Being bottom of the Fourth Division wasn’t a new experience for Hartlepool United. They had finished in the bottom two of England’s lowest division five times in the past six seasons. To help improve their financial situation, Clough started asking people in the local pubs to give money to help keep the club afloat. He also applied for a coach driver’s licence to drive the team to away matches. He improved his playing squad by signing John McGovern, while he was still at grammar school. McGovern wouldn’t regret abandoning his A-Levels. He would go on to have a significant role in the Clough managerial story.


Things would gradually improve at the club. Clough’s new striker, Ernie Phythian, scored the goals that helped raise Hartlepool United from the foot of the table to 18th place at the end of the 1965-1966 season. Ord didn’t appreciate the improvements that Clough was making at the club. He was actually becoming irritated by how influential Clough and Taylor were becoming at Hartlepool. In November 1966, he sacked the two men. The rest of board at Hartlepool weren’t impressed by this decision. After a boardroom coup, Ord was ousted as chairman. Clough and Taylor were rehired. The team that they had built finished in a respectable eighth place at the end of the 1966-67 season. But despite these improvements, Clough and Taylor were becoming restless at the club. They always believed that they were destined to manage a bigger club.


Taylor was friends with Len Shackleton, the former Sunderland and England player, who had become a North-East journalist. Shackleton promised Clough and Taylor that he would try and help them get a better job. He arranged a meeting between Clough and the chairman of Derby County, Sam Longson. Just like Hartlepool United, Derby County were an underachieving club. They had achieved nothing since winning promotion to the Second Division ten years earlier. It didn’t take Longson long to realise that Clough was the ideal man to revive his club. Clough told Longson that he would be hiring Peter Taylor as well. Clough knew that Taylor’s ability to discover talent was desperately needed.


At first, Clough felt that he had joined an amateur club. One of his centre forwards, Ian Buxton also played for Derbyshire County Cricket Club. He had a clause in his contract that allowed him to have a holiday at the end of the cricket season. This meant that Clough had to start the football season without one of his strikers. He tried to make Derby County more professional by signing Roy McFarland, John O’ Hare, John McGovern, Alan Hilton and Les Green. The only players to survive from the team that he inherited were Kevin Hector, Alan Durban, Ron Webster and Colin Boulton. Although Derby barely avoided relegation in Clough’s first season, the foundations had been laid.


Taylor felt that the young players at Derby needed some guidance on the pitch. He encouraged Clough to sign Dave Mackay, the legendary Tottenham Hotspur wing-half. Clough wasn’t in his normal confident mood when he arrived at White Hart Lane. The impressive facilities at Tottenham’s headquarters made him feel like he had just entered Buckingham Palace. It also made the Baseball Ground look like a Wimpy Bar.


Sitting in the players’ lounge was also a new experience for Clough: they didn’t have this type of luxury at Middlesbrough or Sunderland. Clough only had buckets to catch rainwater at Hartlepool’s. Clough began a football discussion with Mackay in that lounge.


After discussing various aspects of the sport, Clough asked the Tottenham captain how much it would cost for him to join Derby County. Mackay agreed to join Clough’s revolution at Derby County for £14,000. Clough was elated when he drove back to the Baseball Ground. During his managerial career he signed talented players like Roy Keane, Stuart Pearce, Peter Shilton, Colin Todd and Trevor Francis, but he always considered Mackay to be the best signing of his career. The barrel-chested defender provided guidance to the inexperienced Derby players. He also showed them the moral courage required when competing against opposition players. Before Clough came to meet him at White Hart Lane, Mackay was going to become the assistant manager of Hearts. His playing career had been given a new lease of life.


At the end of the 1968-69 season, the Scot shared the Football Writers’ Footballer of the Year Award with Manchester City player Tony Book. This was also the season that Derby County won the Second Division Championship. Clough enjoyed holding the first trophy of his managerial career. It made him determined to enjoy even more success. At the end of the following season, Derby finished fourth in the First Division. But financial irregularities stopped Clough testing his managerial skills in European competition. The club was banned from the UEFA Cup and fined £10,000. During this season, Clough’s team defeated Liverpool, Manchester United and Arsenal. They struggled to repeat these impressive performances during the 1970-71 season. Clough’s side finished 9th in the First Division. It was only a temporary setback.


Despite having a smaller squad than Bill Shankly, Don Revie and Malcolm Alison, Clough competed with these men for the Championship during the 1971-72 season. Derby County won the majority of their matches after Christmas. They were top of the table after defeating Liverpool in their final game of the season. All they could do now was wait. Leeds United and Liverpool could still deny them the Championship. Fixture congestion meant that Shankly’s Liverpool and Revie’s Leeds still had to play one more league game. Liverpool’s title dreams ended when they drew at Arsenal. This meant that Leeds, who had defeated Arsenal in the FA Cup Final, only needed to draw at Wolverhampton to win the Double. Clough wasn’t confident about Wolverhampton’s chances. He thought that a thorough man like Revie would do everything that was required to defeat Wolverhampton. He also didn’t want to sit at home and wait to hear the news that Leeds had won the Championship.


Clough was enjoying a holiday in the Scilly Isles with his wife Barbara, their three children and his mum and dad, when he was informed that Wolverhampton had defeated Leeds. Clough immediately started opening the champagne bottles. He asked other hotel guests to join in the celebration. It was a remarkable achievement, because it had only taken him four years to take Derby County out of the Second Division doldrums and make them 1st Division Champions.


The Championship was always Clough’s main priority at the start of every season. But he was also keen to test his managerial skills in the European Cup. He felt that his team was good enough to win the trophy that UEFA gave to the champion of champions in Europe. It wasn’t misplaced confidence. In one of the early rounds of the European Cup, Derby County convincingly defeated the Portuguese giants, Benfica. Legendry players like Eusebio didn’t know how to stop the rampant Derby players. Derby fans couldn’t hide their excitement when they travelled to Turin for the semi-final first leg against Juventus. They believed that Clough was going to make their club the kings of European football.


Sadly, their dreams were ruined by Juventus. The English champions suffered a 3-1 defeat in the first leg. The defeat wasn’t the only thing that infuriated Clough. He was annoyed that Roy McFarland and Archie Gemmill were unfairly booked. This made them ineligible for the second leg. At the end of that match, Clough told the Italian journalists, “No cheating bastards do I talk to. I will not talk to any cheating bastards.” It was eventually discovered that Portuguese referee, Francisco Lobo, had been offered a bribe by an Italian Agent, but no connection to Juventus was proved and they took their place in the final.


Despite being eliminated from the European Cup, Clough was still convinced that Derby County were on their way to becoming a major force in English football. He would remind his critics that he made the underachieving club League Champions and semi-finalists in the European Cup. He also believed that Roy McFarland, John O’ Hare, Alan Hinton, Archie Gemmil and Colin Todd still hadn’t reached their peak. During this period, Clough didn’t just appear on the back pages of the newspapers. He had become an established television personality. He appeared on Parkinson and expressed his views on a variety of subjects. He had views that everybody wanted to listen to. There were occasions when he would be critical of the directors and chairmen at football clubs. He would tell Michael Parkinson that he was amazed by their lack of knowledge about the game. The Derby County Chairman, Sam Longson, didn’t appreciate these comments.


At first, Clough and Longson had a close working relationship. But things had now become tense. Longson wanted Clough to restrict his television appearances. Clough decided that he wasn’t going to follow his orders. He believed that the exposure was good for Derby County. During a Derby County board meeting on 11 October 1973, Longson told the directors that he wanted both Clough and Taylor sacked. The rest of the board thought it was a ridiculous idea and refused to support him. Two days later, Derby County defeated Manchester United at Old Trafford. A memorable victory was ruined by Derby County Director, Jack Kirkland. After the game, Kirkland said he wanted to know what Peter Taylor’s role was at the club. He wanted the details within the next two days.


Meanwhile, Longson demanded that Clough apologised for making a V-sign at Sir Matt Busby. Clough angrily denied making such a rude gesture to the Manchester United manager. Clough and Taylor felt humiliated. They felt even more humiliated when Longson had the grille pulled down on the bar to stop them drinking. Clough naively believed that winning the Championship and reaching the semi-finals of the European Cup made him the most powerful person at Derby County.


Hartlepool United Chairman, Ernie Ord, had been ousted after trying to get rid of him. He believed that the same thing would happen to Longson. He was sadly mistaken. On 15 October 1973, Clough and Taylor handed in their resignations to the Derby County board. They didn’t believe that they would be accepted. After all, they had achieved unprecedented success at the club. They were wrong. Longson would inform the public that Clough was no longer the manager of Derby County. It also wouldn’t take him long to appoint Dave Mackay as the new boss of the club.


The Derby County players were angry when they heard the news. They loved playing for Clough and didn’t want him to leave the club. They were thinking about not playing in the game against Leicester City on Saturday. Some of them discussed the possibility of getting on a plane to Cala Millor. Clough wasn’t impressed when he heard about their plans. Their protest stopped on the morning of the Leicester City match. They realised that they could have been in breach of their contracts if they refused to play in that match. Derby fans were just as upset about Clough and Taylor’s resignations being accepted. They displayed banners all over the Baseball Ground before the match against Leicester City. Every banner had the same message: ‘Clough and Taylor in’ and ‘Longson out’. Their protests were unsuccessful. Clough was not going to be reappointed the manager of their club. Mackay was the new boss of Derby County.


The showman Clough would annoy Longson by making a farewell appearance at that match. He would receive a loud cheer from the fans after they saw him standing in the front row. In his autobiography, Clough wrote that he never received this kind of ovation when Derby County defeated Manchester United and Liverpool. He also wrote in the book that he laughed when he saw Longson stand up and wave to the crowd. The Derby County Chairman thought that the supporters were cheering for him. The Derby players were motivated for the match after Clough’s appearance. They would win 2-1. Clough didn’t stay to see the end of the match. He couldn’t watch somebody else manage the team that he had created. He would always regret leaving Derby County. He believed that if he had stayed at the club, The Rams would have become one of the most successful football clubs in Europe. He also believed that they would have had the same level of success that Liverpool enjoyed for more than a quarter of a century.


Clough realised there was no way back for him at Derby County. He became manager of Third Division Brighton & Hove Albion in late 1973, by choice. Nobody else was offering him a job. It was a stark contrast to his previous job. At Derby County, he was competing against the best sides in Europe. At Brighton, Clough had to watch his team lose 4-0 to Walton and Hersham in the first round of the FA Cup. He was being given a football master class by a group of amateur players.


There was further humiliation when Bristol Rovers defeated Brighton 8-2 in a league game. Clough would only win 12 of his 32 games in charge of Brighton. The team finished in 19th position. Brighton was a great place for a holiday, for a day trip, for a place to retire. But it was never going to be a club that Clough was going to spend the rest of his managerial career. He was just waiting for the opportunity to manage another First Division team.


Nobody expected that club to be Leeds United. During the late Sixties and early Seventies, Clough had been a fierce critic of Leeds United on television. In his role as a football pundit, Clough would call Don Revie’s team the dirtiest and most cynical club side in England. He despised their disciplinary record and the way they harassed referees. He once said that they should be demoted to the Second Division. But Clough couldn’t refuse the opportunity to manage Leeds United. They had qualified for the European Cup by winning the Championship in the 1973/74 season. It was the last trophy that Revie would win at the club. In July 1974 he became the new manager of England.


Clough went to Leeds because he wanted another crack at the European Cup. He was still hurt by the way Juventus had defeated Derby County. Sadly, he didn’t stay long enough at Leeds to win any trophies.


The hostile Leeds players weren’t impressed when they met Clough for the first time. He told them to throw all their medals into a dustbin because he believed that they had only won them by cheating. They would express their anger during a five-a-side game on the training pitch. Somebody came at Clough from behind and struck him on the backside. He would lose the majority of his matches as Leeds United manager. Under Clough, Leeds made one of their worst starts to a league campaign. They only won one of their first six games. Clough’s team were in 19th position with only four points from a possible twelve. The Leeds United Chairman, Manny Cussins, panicked when he saw that his team was fourth from bottom. He decided to sack Clough.


Clough had only been in charge of Leeds United for 44 days. He was fortunate that he took his friend Colin Lawrence to the ground on the day that he parted company with the club. He told Clough not to accept the £25,000 that Cussins was offering. He then contacted his solicitor friend, Charles Dodsworth, in Yorkshire. Dodsworth was able to persuade Cussins to sign an agreement that committed Leeds to pay Clough’s income tax for the next three years. Hiring Clough for 44 days had proved to be an expensive experience for Leeds United.


Clough was able to pay off the mortgage on his house in Derby, but his reputation as a manager had been severely damaged. After the disastrous reigns at Brighton and Leeds United, he couldn’t afford to fail in his next managerial job.


He became the manager of Nottingham Forest manager in January 1975. Just like Hartlepool United and Derby County, his new club was in a terrible state, on and off the pitch. Forest was bottom of the Second Division after just nine wins. The poor performances were responsible for home crowds dropping to 12,000. Outstanding players, John Robertson and Martin O’ Neill, were on the transfer list. When Clough became manager of the club he said: ‘Nottingham Forest has only one thing going for them right now: me!’


Things wouldn’t improve during that first season, however. Forest only gained 14 points from 16 league games. They barely avoided relegation to the Third Division. Clough got rid of players that couldn’t kick a ball from A to B. He also persevered with John Robertson, Martin O’ Neill, Viv Anderson, Tony Woodcock and Ian Bowyer. The transformation of Robertson was one of the greatest achievements of Clough’s managerial career. Prior to Clough’s arrival, Robertson was an underachieving midfield player. As well as being abysmal in training, Robertson was a late-nighter and used to eat all the wrong things. Other mangers would have shown the door to the scruffy and unfit man.


But then Clough was more astute than other managers. He converted Robertson into a winger and encouraged him to be more effective with the football. Robertson would go on to become one of the best passers of the ball in Britain. Robertson’s skills would help Clough make progress in his first full season at Nottingham Forest. Six wins out of the last 10 league games helped the team to finish in eighth place. But Clough knew that there was a still a missing piece in the jigsaw.


That missing piece was Peter Taylor. When Clough accepted the offer to become the manager of Leeds United, Taylor decided that he was going to stay at Brighton. He wanted to win promotion to the Second Division. To achieve this ambition, the former goalkeeper spent Brighton’s last few quid on Joe Kinnear from Tottenham Hotspur. It was an unsuccessful gamble. Brighton finished fourth at the end of the 1975-76 season. They had failed to gain one of the three promotion places. A heartbroken Taylor packed it in and went to his villa by the sea, just around the coast from his favourite holiday destination, Cala Millor. While he was trying to forget about missing out on promotion, Taylor started taking an interest in what was happening at Nottingham Forest. Forest was the team that he supported. It was also the club where he started his playing career, though he never made a first team league appearance. There was only going to be one answer when Clough offered him a chance to work at the club.


Clough reformed the greatest partnership in the history of football because Taylor made him laugh. He felt that laughter was essential in the dressing room and the corridors if a club wanted to be successful. He also wanted Taylor to make some inspiring signings. Just like he did at Derby County, Clough wanted to create a new team. Taylor was great at spotting something in a player that other coaches had failed to see. A prime example of this was Birmingham’s Peter Withe. Withe had failed to convince anyone that he was good enough to play at the top level. The big Scouser looked destined to have an unfulfilled playing career. He was lucky that Taylor was wise enough to recognise his potential.


Withe’s goals helped Nottingham Forest win promotion in the 1976-77 season. After playing their last league game of the season, Clough and his players went to Majorca without knowing their fate. Clough was again relying on Wolves to do him a favour. He needed them to defeat Bolton, who only needed a draw to take third place and deny Forest promotion. Just like Leeds United in May 1972, Bolton failed to perform under pressure. Wolves defeated them. Clough and Taylor were returning to the First Division.


It was the second time that Clough didn’t need an excuse to open the champagne bottles as Forest manager. In December 1976, Nottingham Forest defeated Leyton Orient in the Anglo Scottish Cup Final. Football pundits thought it was a meaningless tournament. Clough disagreed with them. He had players that had won nothing. He believed this triumph would give them the hunger to achieve even more success in football.


It was an accurate assessment. Forest took the First Division by storm at the start of the 1977-78 season. They began with four straight wins and scored 12 goals. They had only conceded one goal. After 16 league games, Clough’s men had only been beaten three times. After that third defeat at Leeds United, his team wouldn’t lose another league game that season. An unbeaten sequence of 26 league games made Clough the first manager since Herbert Chapman to win the English League Championship with two different clubs.


The Championship was clinched with a goalless draw at Coventry City. Peter Shilton was in outstanding form that day. At the start of that season, Clough paid Stoke City a record £27,000 for Shilton’s services. He believed that Shilton was the best goalkeeper in the world and worth every penny. It wasn’t a misplaced belief. Shilton achieved 25 clean sheets that season. A few weeks before winning the Championship, Forest faced Liverpool in the League Cup Final at Wembley. Archie Gemmill, David Needham and Peter Shilton were cup-tied. Injuries would prevent John McGovern and Colin Barrett from playing in that game. The pundits didn’t give Forest a hope in hell against Liverpool. Bob Paisley’s men had become the dominant team in English football.


But Clough wasn’t interested in their opinions. He reminded his players that they were capable of defeating any team in the world. He also wasn’t afraid about playing the inexperienced Chris Woods in goal. He believed that the youngster would be inspired to put in a good performance at Wembley. This was his chance to show Clough that he was just as good as Peter Shilton. Woods made some excellent saves in the 0-0 draw at Wembley. In the replay at Old Trafford, John Robertson put a penalty past Ray Clemence. It was the only goal of the game. The Liverpool players were upset because they believed John O’ Hare had been fouled outside their penalty area. Clough wasn’t bothered about their complaints. He had seen Liverpool be awarded plenty of dodgy penalties at Anfiled. He proudly showed the trophy to the Nottingham Forest supporters.


Clough might have missed out on winning the League Cup and the title. He was eager to become the manager of England. In the summer of 1977, while still under contract to the Football Association, Don Revie quit the England manager’s job to become coach of the United Arab Emirates. After his departure, Ron Greenwood was put in temporary charge. In December 1977, the FA decided that they needed a permanent manager. Clough was at the peak of his managerial career when he was interviewed by the Football Association. Nottingham Forest were top of the First Division. They were also in the middle of a record run of 42 unbeaten matches. He felt that Bobby Robson and Lawrie McMenemy were wasting their time by applying for the vacant job. The public agreed with him. The opinion polls showed that Clough was the only man that they wanted to manage the England team.


The FA didn’t agree with Clough or the public. They didn’t give the job to Clough, Robson or McMenemy. They appointed Ron Greenwood, who wasn’t even interviewed for the job. They were terrified about hiring an outspoken man like Clough. They didn’t want a manager that didn’t hesitate in calling Juventus ‘cheating bastards.’ They went for the safe option. Greenwood was the ideal man for them. He was always careful about what he said in public. It didn’t matter that he couldn’t decide who the best goalkeeper in England was. He would play Peter Shilton for one match and then Liverpool’s Ray Clemence for the next fixture.


Clough was given the consolation job of managing the England youth team. Despite winning a tournament in Las Palmas, Clough was never happy about doing this token job. He only lasted a year in the role of looking after the youngsters. His excuse was that Nottingham Forest needed more attention.


Being rejected by the FA made Clough even more determined to win the European Cup. It was now his equivalent of the World Cup. He couldn’t have asked for a tougher first-round opponent. If Clough wanted to get his hands on the most prestigious trophy in club football, his Forest team would have to defeat Liverpool, the defending champions of Europe. When he heard that the second leg would be taking place at the fortress Anfield, the Nottingham Forest manager started wondering if the FA had arranged the match.


Before the start of the first leg at the City Ground, Clough told his players to relax and to treat the match as a nice little break from the league. It was the right words to say his players before an important match. They couldn’t wait to start their European adventure. Gary Birtles, who 12 months earlier was earning a living as a carpenter, scored a simple goal for Clough’s team. Forest than survived a bombardment from Liverpool. The match was settled after Colin Barrett capitalized on a mistake made by a Liverpool defender. Shilton was once again outstanding in the second leg. The 0-0 draw meant that Forest had knocked out the team that was trying to win the European Cup for a third consecutive season.


This gave them the confidence to easily defeat their second round and quarter-final opponents. Semi-Final opponents, FC Cologne, would prove to be a more difficult challenge. After a 3-3 draw at the City Ground, the pundits were all saying that the German club would be participating in the final in Munich. Clough didn’t care about their opinions. He told everyone that his players were capable of winning the second-leg. The players wouldn’t let him down. Ian Bower scored the only goal of that game. Forest were now favourites to defeat Bobby Houghton’s Swedish champions, Malmo at Munich’s Olympic Stadium. Trevor Francis scored the only goal in a boring final. In February 1979, Francis joined Forest and became the first £1million player in British football. The charismatic Clough turned up for the press conference dressed in his squash kit and with a racket in his hand.


Clough wasn’t bothered about the 1979 European Cup Final being a boring game. He had won the most important trophy in club football. At the end of the game he shrugged, ‘It wasn’t a great game, but they were a boring team, Malmo. In fact, the Swedes are quite a boring nation. But we still won, so who cares?” Forest also retained the League Cup in the 1978-79 season. Clough was worried that his players were looking tense the night before the final. He relaxed them by ordering ten bottles of champagne. The players cracked jokes until midnight. His unique managerial method worked. Forest defeated Southampton 3-2 at Wembley Stadium.


Clough wasn’t happy with winning just one European Cup. He wanted to enjoy the experience again. Forest had the opportunity to do this during the 1979-80 season, because as holders they didn’t have to qualify for the competition. They took advantage of this opportunity by reaching the final. Hamburg were the team trying to stop Forest winning back-to-back European Cups. Clough’s team were also competing against a familiar English face in Madrid.


After joining the German club in May 1977, Kevin Keegan had helped them win their first German League title in 19 years. He was also voted ‘Man of the Year’ in Germany. But he didn’t add a European Cup winners’ medal to his trophy cabinet. John Robertson, who was once labelled a dumpy little bugger by Clough, scored the only goal of the game. Clough had successfully defended the European Cup when it was a knockout competition. It wasn’t like the current group format. There was no margin for error.


The 1980 European Cup would be the last trophy that Clough and Taylor would win together. Forest were knocked out in the first round of the European Cup at the start of the 1980-81 season. They would also fail to make a serious challenge for the three domestic trophies. Clough’s team finished a disappointing 7th place. Things would get worse in the 1981-82 season. Results dipped and Forest finished 12th in the table.


Clough and Taylor had made the mistake of breaking up their successful team to early. Expensive signings like Justin Fashanu, Peter Ward and Asa Hartford failed to maintain the standards of the players they had replaced. Taylor felt that Forest was in rapid decline. Towards the end of the 1981-82 season, Taylor told Clough that he wanted to retire. Clough knew there was no point in talking him out of it. He was also concerned about his friend’s health. Taylor had suffered a minor heart attack in 1970. He could see that his mate was struggling to cope with the pressure. But Clough was still emotional when Taylor broke the news to him. It was like the end of a 17 year marriage. Clough made sure that Nottingham Forest gave Taylor a decent financial package.


Clough wasn’t feeling emotional 186 days after Taylor had announced his retirement. His former assistant had become the manager of Derby County. Just like Clough, Taylor had always regretted leaving Derby County in October 1973. He felt that they had left the club when they were on the verge of doing something special. Even when they were achieving great things at Nottingham Forest, Taylor tried to persuade Clough that they should go back to Derby County. Clough wasn’t interested. He didn’t believe that they could go back and recreate what they left.


Their friendship was destroyed permanently when Taylor signed John Robertson on 21 May 1983 and didn’t inform Clough. On that day, the Nottingham Forest manager was taking part in a 100-mile Yorkshire Dales Centurion Walk to raise money for charity. Clough was furious when his coaching staff informed him what Taylor had done. He felt that his friend had stabbed him in the back. He would never speak to Taylor again. He also expressed his disgust in a tabloid article. In that article he said that Taylor was a “snake in the grass”. He also said that “if his car broke down and I saw him thumbing for a lift, I wouldn’t pick him up, I’d run him over.” Clough would regret never healing the rift. Taylor died of heart attack in October 1990, while he was on holiday in Majorca. After the death of his friend, Clough would advise everyone to never go to sleep on an argument.


After Taylor decided to leave Forest in May 1982, Clough created another entertaining team. The players in his new team included Stuart Pearce, Des Walker, Neill Webb, Steve Hodge and his son Nigel. Clough would go on to prove that he could manage without Taylor. His new team would finish third in the league on three occasions, were twice semi-finalists and once runners in the FA Cup, twice League Cup winners and once beaten finalists, and semi-finalists in the UEFA Cup.
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