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  Speed premiered at the Bush Theatre, London, on 4 April 2025. The cast was as follows:
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  Characters




  ABZ, thirty-eight, the lead facilitator




  SAMIR, twenty-seven, a delivery driver




  HARLEEN, twenty-eight, a nurse




  FAIZA, thirty-four, an entrepreneur




  Note




  The play oscillates between the Speed Awareness and Aggressive Driving course in a hotel basement and a dissociative space that only Abz experiences called the ‘Johari Window’. In the ‘Johari Window’, time is suspended and Abz is caught up in a moment of past trauma without the participants of the course noticing, though they might be activated within it.




  As the play progresses, the ‘Johari Window’ becomes more prominent, as a memory getting closer and closer. Abz is desperately trying to suppress the memory. The ‘memories’ are of a high-speed chase that ends in a crash – each one feels more dangerous than the last.




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  ACT ONE




  Prologue




  A conference room, ABZ picks up a bouquet of flowers. A low hum and a brief flicker as ABZ enters the Johari Window for a moment. He finds himself back in the present.




  Scene One




  The conference room – in the basement of a nondescript budget hotel. SAMIR, FAIZA and HARLEEN are seated and facing ABZ.




  ABZ has a small table in front of him, a ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ mug. Next to him there is a flip-chart with markers, and a TV cart.




  There is a fish tank fixed into the wall with three goldfish in it, a watercolour painting of a fruit bowl by Winston Churchill, and one poster that says: REBUILD YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. ABZ is putting up another poster: WITHOUT RULES, WE ARE NOTHING BUT ANIMALS – SOCRATES.




  On the other side of the room is a cramped break-room area with a vending machine, a cheap-looking sofa and a shaft with a small kitchenette.




  ABZ Right, it’s just a small group so let’s get into some quick intros. Hello everyone, I’m Abz.




  SAMIR What’s that short for?




  ABZ Let’s start here.




  ABZ points at FAIZA.




  FAIZA I’m Faiza Awan.




  ABZ – First name only, please.




  FAIZA And I’m the CEO of Asia Specific. One of the biggest modest fashion brands in the UK –




  ABZ No other personal information is necessary. Where are you from, Faiza?




  FAIZA I live in St Albans.




  ABZ Thank you. Would you like to go next?




  ABZ points at HARLEEN.




  HARLEEN I’m Harleen, from Birmingham.




  SAMIR (To HARLEEN.) Brummie, yeah?




  ABZ Last but not least.




  SAMIR Samir.




  ABZ And where are you from, Samir?




  SAMIR West Yorkshire.




  ABZ Where in West Yorkshire?




  SAMIR H-town.




  ABZ H-town?




  SAMIR Harehills, Leeds.




  Are those piranhas in the fish tank?




  HARLEEN (To SAMIR.) Goldfish.




  ABZ Thank you all.




  ABZ paces around the conference room.




  Driving is not a human right, it’s a privilege. You’ve got to earn it. Why? Because twenty-five thousand people are injured a year. Life-altering injuries.




  SAMIR My chacha, Talal, injured his foot in a car crash once.




  (Serious.) Never drive in bata chappal.




  ABZ Five people die every day because of road traffic deaths. Children, adults, your pet dog. The road does not discriminate.




  I spent three years working with The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. RoSPA.




  Young lads on laughing gas weaving between traffic, four-by-fours tailgating and flashing like no man’s business. Red lights meaning nothing now. Amber even less. England is falling apart.




  Silence.




  Everyone selected here has been served fines for a combination of ‘speeding’ and ‘aggressive driving’.




  FAIZA It’s ironic because I’m the least aggressive person you’ll ever meet.




  ABZ I’d like you all to turn to each other. Go on. Turn to each other. What do you see?




  SAMIR Um.




  ABZ pauses for a moment.




  ABZ – You’re all mirrors. That’s right. Mirrors. Reflections of each other. You see each other but what you really see, is yourself. Warts and all.




  ABZ refers to his clipboard.




  I can see from my notes that you’re all on nine points. If you were to take the points instead of participating, we’d be revoking or suspending your licence.




  SAMIR Nah, like a ban?




  ABZ Yes.




  HARLEEN The letter I received mentioned ‘on-road altercations’?




  ABZ Right, thank you, Helene. On-road altercations is the inevitable result of aggressive driving. Defined as operating a vehicle in a manner that endangers people or property.




  SAMIR Why property?




  ABZ Too Fast, Too Furious has never felt so apt.




  SAMIR Heavy film.




  HARLEEN I think they might have exaggerated what I’ve done.




  SAMIR Yeah, same.




  ABZ The police reports would suggest otherwise.




  FAIZA I’d dispute anything you think you’ve read about me.




  ABZ Do you want the good news?




  FAIZA Please.




  ABZ You could be in a magistrates’ court. You could be sat at home, without your licence. You could have been fined.




  But instead, you’re here.




  You’re probably thinking ‘how’ and ‘why’. Who gave me this second chance? But this isn’t the your run-of-the-mill speed awareness course. The stick doesn’t always work, sometimes you need a bit of carrot. I’m glad the DVLA recognise that.




  You’re here today as part of a new scheme the DVLA are trialling, designed to help road users who are repeat offenders when it comes to speeding and aggressive driving. And I’m delighted to say that you three are the first to take part.




  HARLEEN What do we need to do to ‘pass’?




  ABZ Radical listening and meaningful engagement, Helene.




  And of course, the DVLA will be evaluating your progress for six months after the completion of your course.




  HARLEEN It’s Har-leen. What do you mean by ‘evaluating’? And are all the other participants Asian?
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