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You erased what could have always been poetry.


You taught me I was inferior to standard English expression —


I was a broken speaker, you were never a broken interpreter —


- Raymond Antrobus
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LETTER FROM THE PBS



We hope you like our bold new-look cover for this Winter Bulletin. The New Horizons cover series is now complete and we have moved on to explore contemporary photography starting with the internationally renowned Edgar Martins. If you would like to buy any missed Bulletins to complete your collection, or give them as a gift-set this Christmas, please do get in touch.


We are delighted to announce Raymond Antrobus as this season’s selected Choice poet. He writes, “This is a book the child I was needed to see, and the adult I am needed to write”. We feel it is the book everyone needs to read.


We’re proud to see the selections this season coming from a mix of publishing houses, including a broad range of independent publishers from across the UK. This reflects our mission to encourage all publishers regardless of size or location to submit their poets’ work, enabling our selectors to pick from the broadest possible range of contemporary poetry.


The PBS and Mslexia competition winners will be announced just after this Bulletin goes to press – please keep your eyes on our newsletter and website for news of the winning poets later this month.


For those of you who live in, or would like an excuse to visit London, please do join us for our most ambitious event yet. No One is an Island takes place on Friday 23rd November at St Martin Within Ludgate church. Raymond Antrobus and David Harsent will perform their work and a fusion of metaphysical poetry spanning the 17th to 21st century, accompanied by live music. It will be a complete treat.


Talking of treats, please remember you can give the gift of poetry this Christmas! We have many gift membership options and would be so happy to help you spread your love of poetry further afield. All gift members receive a welcome pack containing a free poetry book and a £10 book voucher. Details can be found online, or please do call us for more information.


We’ve also included a little gift for you from the PBS and One Plum Poem in your winter parcel. This specially commissioned card features a new poem by Carol Ann Duffy to mark her last Christmas as Poet Laureate. The full range of One Plum Poem cards is now available on our website. We do hope you enjoy them!


SOPHIE O’NEILL, PBS & INPRESS DIRECTOR





PBS CHOICE: RAYMOND ANTROBUS



Raymond Antrobus was born in London, Hackney, to an English mother and Jamaican father and is the author of To Sweeten Bitter and The Perseverance. He is a founding member of Chill Pill and Keats House Poets Forum and the recipient of fellowships from Cave Canem, Complete Works 3 and Jerwood Compton Poetry. He is also one of the world’s first recipients of an MA in Spoken Word education from Goldsmiths University. In 2018 he was awarded The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize.
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THE PERSEVERANCE
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PENNED IN THE MARGINS | £9.99 | PBS PRICE £7.50
– PBS CHOICE, WINTER 2018


Several currents run through Raymond Antrobus’ phenomenal debut, The Perseverance, and each, like a wave bound to its element, conjoins and diverges with the force of its nature. Locked occasionally to form (the sestina, a “broken ghazal”) or influence, Antrobus’ poems sift questions of identity, deafness, language, sound and mutability through several narratives including the death of a father. Mythically proportioned in retrospect, the father is a counterpoint here for the grown son to evaluate his own making and being in the world. The collection’s titular poem phrases unforgettably the perseverance of complex filial love: “We lose our fathers before we know it.” But what is perhaps most exceptional about this book is its writing back to educational bias, ableism, violence against the other. In ‘Dear Hearing World’, Antrobus takes his cue from Danez Smith’s anti-racist work and applies it to the destructive limits applied to deafness, where the partial rhyme of “spine” and “assigned” hints at subsequent, broader systemic power.


You erased what could have always been poetry.


You taught me I was inferior to standard English expression —


I was a broken speaker, you were never a broken interpreter —


taught me my speech was dry for someone who should sound


like they’re underwater. It took years to talk with a straight spine


and mute red marks on the coursework you assigned.


Among these rejoinders is the remarkable crossing out of Ted Hughes’ 1980s poem ‘Deaf School’. Hughes’ poem can only be read now as offensive; it reflects a system based on a presupposition that deaf children are intellectually “simple”. Elsewhere, Antrobus rightly takes aim at the origins of this damaging thinking, which he finds in the life and work of Alexander Bell (and, intriguingly, via Bell’s deaf wife and mother) and other historical depictions of “disability”.
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