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INTRODUCTION



Whether you’re new to carving or have been practicing the craft for a while, the gratification that comes from creating something in wood with your hands and a simple knife just can’t be beat. I’ve been carving for many years, but with day-to-day life and a full-time job, I often have limited time to just pick up a piece of wood and get creative. Because of this, I started carving small, low-relief caricature projects that could be made in one sitting or over a lunch break with just a few materials and tools. Low-relief carving consists of shallow relief cuts that create minimal shadows to enhance the details of the piece. I soon found these caricatures so rewarding that I began to wonder how I could take my carving further and turn these sparks of creativity into something more.


Through trial and error, I found that I could turn these caricature carvings into wearable objects, such as jewelry and bolo tie slides, by adding some simple fastenings and fixings. I designed each of the ten projects in this book to resemble a common character or symbol associated with a popular holiday, including Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, Halloween, and Christmas. Through step-by-step instructions and detailed photos and patterns, you will learn the process of carving and shaping a wood blank and adding paint and accessories to the finished piece. From these festive and fun projects, I hope you gain an understanding of carving simple facial forms and expressions. Many of the projects in this book can be tailored to your individual interpretation, so after a little practice, I encourage you to put your own spin on each!


Happy carving!
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GETTING STARTED



Carving the pieces in this book might seem daunting at first glance, but the following chapter will help establish all the basics necessary to begin your low-relief carving journey. Before diving into your first caricature, familiarize yourself with all the materials, tools, and techniques you need to successfully carve these projects. Make sure to also review the sections on safety, wood, and knife selection.


Choosing Wood


A good choice of wood for any beginner should be a species that is straight-grained, relatively soft in density, and free of knots or imperfections. I recommend using basswood, as it is easy to work with for carvers of all skill levels. Although I used basswood for the projects in this book, I encourage you to experiment with carving other types of wood, such as poplar or birch. All ten projects can be carved from a 1" (2.5cm) thick piece of wood that measures 6" x 12" (15.2 x 30.5cm).
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Basswood—Basswood is a cream-colored hardwood that is a great choice for beginning carvers because it’s softer to carve than other hardwoods. It also holds carved details well and is easy to paint and finish.
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