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INTRODUCTION


‘Clan’ (the Gaelic word for ‘family’) is synonymous with Scottish antecedents the world over. However, it is important to differentiate between the clans of the Scottish Highlands and Islands and west country (Gaelic speaking), and the houses and families of Lowland Scotland (largely fluent in the dialects of old Scots, Doric and Lallans), now all collectively known as clans.


The former are predominantly of Celtic and Norse origin, whereas the latter are, in the majority, of Saxon and Norman descent. In this listing we feature only those clans where a Chief of the Name and Arms has been confirmed by the Lord Lyon King of Arms. Clans such as Anderson, Douglas and Stewart currently do not have recognised chiefs and are known as armigerous clans.


The prefix Mac indicates ‘son of’ in Gaelic and as such is widely dispersed north of the Highland line (loosely described as the territory north and west of the Grampian Mountains), and the islands of the Inner and Outer Hebrides situated off the west coast. Surnames found on Orkney and Shetland – and indeed in Caithness and Sutherland – more often than not display Scandinavian influences, while the majority of traditional surnames found throughout the Lowlands, and across the Scottish Borders, from Berwickshire on the east coast to Dumfries and Galloway on the west coast, indicate Norman, Saxon or Germanic origins.


While all of these medieval clans/families have a number of extended family members (through descent or intermarriage), a significant number of their dependants or followers simply originate from the same territories within the Highlands and Islands, or from the Lowlands, mostly south of the Clyde and Forth estuaries.


The weaving of cloth was commonplace throughout the medieval world, but in the Highlands of Scotland, as opposed to the Lowlands, the colours of local plants, heathers and berries were imaginatively introduced into the manufacture of plaid, the everyday domestic garb of the Highland Scot, comprising striped patterns which eventually became known as tartan. Whereas some specific patterns and colours were considered territorial, and thus popular with certain clans, individual patterned cloth was never claimed exclusively by individual clans until the late 19th century.


The wearing of clan tartan, alongside the playing of bagpipes, was proscribed by the Dress Act of 1746, introduced after the Jacobite defeat at Culloden. The intention was to strike a death knell to the rebellious Highland tribal way of life with its clan allegiances and dependencies on ancestral chiefs holding political sway over clan territories. To a great extent this was successful.


It was largely the Catholic clans of the Highlands and Islands who supported the Jacobite Risings of 1689, 1715, 1719 and 1745. From 1746, it was decreed by the Dress Act that imprisonment for six months was the punishment for ‘anyone other than officers and soldiers in His Majesty’s Forces (The Black Watch) caught wearing the plaid, philibeg, or little kilt, trowse, shoulder belts, or any part whatsoever of what peculiarly belongs to Highland garb; and that no tartan or party-coloured plaid or stuff shall be used for great coats, or for upper coats’.


It was not until 1782 that the Highland Society of London finally persuaded King George III to give his Royal assent to the ban being lifted to enable clan tartans to be revived.


Before the Jacobite Risings of the 17th and 18th centuries, many of the traditional tartan patterns we have come to know and love were already in existence, but styles of plaid were never considered exclusive or representative of one group or another. There are several examples of fashion-conscious Highlanders wearing more than one patterned plaid. Protestant Lowlanders mostly shunned Highland dress.


All that changed in 1822 when King George IV made his historic state visit to Edinburgh. No British monarch had set foot in Scotland for two centuries and, inspired by the widely admired Ossian poems of James Macpherson and romantic historical novels of Sir Walter Scott, it was as if every prosperous landowning family throughout Scotland needed to acquire a personalised tartan overnight.


Several were simply purchased off the peg from travelling haberdashers, but in no way does this belittle their eventual antiquity or lack of symbolic relevance. Even Prince Albert, the Prince Consort and husband of Queen Victoria, in 1853 was inspired to design and patent his very own Balmoral tartan.


As clan and family societies evolved in the years thereafter, and as further family groupings gained followings and official recognition, there was in some instances a demand to have more than one family tartan to wear. Thus some of the larger clans – Cameron, Campbell, Macdonald, MacLachlan, MacLeod, Sinclair, etc. –introduced Hunting, Dress, Ancient and Modern tartans, thus affording choices for informal every-day and formal evening wear.


Although it has been transported around the planet by the mass migration of Highland Scots to populate the New World, tartan fabric remains unique to Scotland, and it is universally recognised and lovingly cherished in its place of origin. We have here a decorative product that inspires patriotism, pride and loyalty wherever it is seen.


Since the 20th century, tartan has also been globally adapted for all kinds of decorative and commercial uses – domestic, corporate and industrial – thus creating a need to protect its authenticity. The thread count of every officially established tartan is therefore registered with the Scottish Register of Tartans, a charity established under the legal auspices of the Court of the Lord Lyon King of Arms, which alone is authorised to grant authenticity to the national dress of Scotland.


The Scottish Tartans Authority is a registered charity formed in 1996 and features on its website (www.tartanauthority.com) the most extensive collection of woven tartan samples in existence.


The majority of fabrics reproduced in this book are a mix of modern and ancient, the former more vibrant in its colours. The latter, being originally woven with vegetable dyes, is therefore subtly paler in comparison.


In the production of this book, the author and publisher are extremely indebted to the leading Highland Dress suppliers, Kinloch Anderson Scotland (www.kinlochanderson.com), for permission to reproduce their tartan samples.


Roddy Martine
Edinburgh
January 2022


 


[image: Illustration]




The Clans and Tartans






AGNEW




Chief of the Name and Arms: Sir Crispin Agnew of Lochnaw Bt, LVO, QC, FRGS


Motto: ‘By wisdom not by force’ (‘Consilio non impetu’)


Crest: An eagle issuing, regardant proper
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A family of Norman origin which took its name from the Baronie d’Agneaux in north-west France. The surname first appears in Scotland in Liddesdale around 1190. In 1426, Sir Andrew Agnew was appointed Constable of Lochnaw Castle and in 1451 he was confirmed as Hereditary Sheriff of Wigtown. Sir Patrick, 8th Sheriff, and a member of the Scottish Parliament, was created a Baronet of Nova Scotia in 1625.


Supporters of the Stewart dynasty, Patrick Agnew, 4th of Lochnaw, died of wounds following the Battle of Flodden in 1513. Andrew, 5th of Lochnaw, was killed at the Battle of Pinkie in 1547. Sir Andrew, 5th Baronet, commanded the 21st Foot (later Royal Scots Fusiliers) against the French at the Battle of Dettingen in 1743 and during the Jacobite Rising of 1745 he held Blair Castle, seat of the Duke of Atholl, for the Hanoverians.


A branch of the family arrived in Ulster and were granted lands near Larne by James VI. Their castle, Kilwaughter, is now a ruin but many families in the USA and Australia descend from this line.


[image: Illustration]


ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Castlewigg, DG8 8DP, 2 miles from Whithorn. Land and barony acquired by Andrew, 5th Sheriff of Wigtownshire, in 1543. Only ruins remain, close to the site of a caravan park.


Cruggleton Castle, Garlieston, DG8 8HF. Once one of the most impregnable castles in Scotland and secured by the Agnews of Lochnaw during the 17th century. Now a ruin.


Dalreagle Farm, DG8 9BG, was another Agnew residence.


Innermessan Castle, DG9 8QP. Remains of 12th-century seat of Agnew chiefs until purchased by Earl of Stair in 1723.


Lochnaw Castle, Stranraer, DG9 0RN. Thirteenth-century castle ruin on island in loch. The later Lochnaw Castle, dating from the 15th century, is run as a guest house.


Lochryan House, Stranraer, DG9 8HP. Built for Captain James Agnew and acquired through marriage by the Wallace family.


Old Leswalt Kirkyard, DG9 OLW. Agnew Mausoleum. There is a memorial tower to Sir Andrew Agnew, 7th Baronet.


Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh, EH2 2EL. On display is a splendid portrait of Lady Agnew of Lochnaw, wife of Sir Andrew Agnew, 9th Baronet, by John Singer Sargent.






ARTHUR (MACARTHUR)




Chief of the Name and Arms: John MacArthur of that Ilk


Motto: ‘By fidelity and work’ (‘Fide et opera’)


Crest: Two laurel branches in orle proper (a fruited laurel wreath)


Plant Badge: Wild thyme


www.clanarthur.org
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Mythology suggests that the ‘Children of Arthur’ descend from the legendary King Arthur of the Round Table, the ruler of the Strathclyde Britons who was allegedly born at Red Hall in Dumbarton in the 6th century. Closely connected with Clan Campbell, to the extent that the MacArthurs at one time held that Chiefship, this is one of Argyll’s oldest clans. For their support of Robert the Bruce in the early 14th century, Clan Mhic Artair was granted extensive lands on Loch Awe. These were mostly confiscated from Clan MacDougall, who had opposed Bruce. At the height of the MacArthurs’ influence, the chief was appointed Captain of Dunstaffnage Castle.


However, in the 15th century, Iain MacArthur of Strachur was executed by order of James I in his bid to purge the unruly Highland chiefs. The clan scattered, allowing MacCailean Mór and Clan Campbell to take over MacArthur lands.


The MacArthurs of Islay were armourers and blacksmiths to Clan Donald, and the MacArthurs of Skye were appointed hereditary pipers to the Lords of the Isles. They became hereditary keepers of the grave of Flora MacDonald, heroine of the 1745 Rising.
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ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Dunstaffnage Castle, Oban, PA37 1PZ. Partially ruined and guarding the seaward approach to the Firth of Lorn. Historic Environment Scotland.


McArthur’s Head lighthouse on the Sound of Islay. Established 1861.


The MacArthur Pipers cairn, Duntulm, Isle of Skye.


Tiricladdich (the shore land), Argyll, PA33 1AQ. Ancestral domain on Loch Awe.






BARCLAY




Chief of the Name and Arms: Peter Barclay of Towie of that Ilk


Motto: ‘Either action or death’ (‘Aut agere aut mori’)


Crest: A hand holding a dagger


www.clanbarclayinternational.org
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It is generally accepted that the Barclays accompanied William the Conqueror in his invasion of England in 1066. Representatives of the family moved to Scotland in 1069 with St Margaret Atheling when she married King Malcolm III, and settled in Aberdeenshire where John de Berchelei was rewarded with the lands of Towie.


Sir Walter de Berkeley served as Chamberlain of Scotland in 1171, and Sir David Barclay supported Robert the Bruce in the Wars of Scottish Independence. A branch of the family was established at Urie near Stonehaven in Kincardineshire, and Colonel David Barclay served in the army of King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden.


Living in close proximity to the North Sea, the enterprising Barclays established shipping and trading ties with mainland Europe. In 1621, a letter of safe conduct was signed for Peter Barclay from Banff to settle in Rostock in Mecklenburg. One of his descendants was the Russian Field Marshal Prince Michael Barclay de Tolly who became Russia’s Minister of War in 1810 and was given command of the Russian armies fighting against Napoleon. For his successful ‘scorched earth’ tactics, he was created a prince by the Tsar. His portrait hangs in the Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg.
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ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Balvaird Castle, Cupar, KY14 7SR. The estate was acquired in 1495 by Sir Andrew Murray, son of Murray of Tullibardine (ancestor of the earls of Mansfield), through marriage to Margaret Barclay, daughter of James Barclay of Kippo. Historic Environment Scotland.


Towie Barclay Castle, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 8EP. Built in 1593 by Sir Alexander Barclay de Tolly. In the 1960s the abandoned castle was bought and restored by the musician Marc Ellington and it remains the private home of Ellington family.






BORTHWICK




Chief of the Name and Arms: John Hugh Borthwick of that Ilk, 24th Lord Borthwick


Motto: ‘He who leads’ (‘Qui conducti’)


Plant Badge: A stem of two roses gules leaved, barbed and seeded, vert


www.clanborthwick.com
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Andreas Borthwick was among those who accompanied St Margaret, sister of Edgar the Atheling, claimant to the English throne, to Scotland in 1067, and is therefore thought by some historians to have been of Hungarian descent. However, the name Borthwick also has a territorial connection originating from the Borthwick Water in Roxburghshire.


Thomas de Borthwick held a charter for lands near Lauder in 1357. In 1378, William de Borthwick owned lands in Midlothian which became known as Borthwick. In 1425, the 1st Lord Borthwick was sent to England as a hostage for the return of James I to Scotland.


The Borthwicks were loyal supporters of the Royal House of Stewart/Stuart, fought for James IV at the Battle of Flodden in 1513 and for the Royalist cause during the Civil War. Borthwick Castle was besieged following the Battle of Dunbar in 1650. The direct chiefly line came to a halt following the death of the 9th Lord Borthwick in 1675, but was reinstated a century later when Henry Borthwick of Neathorn was recognised by the House of Lords as a direct descendant of the 1st Lord Borthwick. However, he died without issue and the title was thereafter much disputed by various branches of the family. In 1986, Major John Henry Borthwick of Crookston was finally recognised as 23rd Lord Borthwick by the Court of the Lord Lyon King of Arms.
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ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Borthwick Castle, Middleton, Gorebridge, Midlothian EH23 4QY. Built by the 1st Lord Borthwick in 1430. Mary, Queen of Scots stayed here following her elopement with the Earl of Bothwell in 1567. Currently run as a hospitality destination.


Crookston, Heriot, EH38 5YS. Seat of the head of the Borthwick family.


Newbyres Castle, Gorebridge, Midlothian, EH23 4TP. Not much remains of this 16th-century tower house built by the Borthwicks in the mid-17th century.


Ravenstone Castle, near Whithorn, Wigtownshire, DG8 8DS. Owned by Lord Borthwick in the 19th century.






BRODIE




Chief of the Name and Arms: Alexander Brodie of Brodie, 27th Chief


Motto: ‘Unite’


Plant Badge: Periwinkle


www.clanbrodie.us
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The Brodies are an ancient Highland tribe of Pictish descent. Michael, Thane of Brodie, received a charter from Robert the Bruce confirming the Thanage of Brodie shortly before the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314. Alas, all of the clan records were destroyed when Brodie Castle was attacked and burned in 1645 by Lord Lewis Gordon during the Covenanter conflicts.


The Brodies were proactive in the north-east during the 15th and 16th centuries. Alexander Brodie of Brodie was denounced as a rebel in 1550 for attacking Alexander Cumming of Altyre. However, his son David had the Brodie lands erected into a free barony under charter of the Great Seal in 1597. In 1727, another Alexander Brodie of Brodie was appointed Lord Lyon King of Arms. He remained Lord Lyon during the Jacobite Rising of 1745 and attended on the Duke of Cumberland at the Battle of Culloden.


There are several distinguished branches of this clan, not least the Brodies of Lethen. Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie was surgeon to William IV and Queen Victoria. Deacon William Brodie who lived in Edinburgh was respectable by day and a thief by night. He was executed by a mechanism of his own devising in 1788.
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ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Brodie Castle, Forres, Moray, IV36 2TE. The first castle was erected in 1567 and was rebuilt after being destroyed in the mid-17th century during the Covenanter period. In the care of the National Trust for Scotland.






BRUCE




Chief of the Name and Arms: The Rt Honourable Earl of Elgin & Kincardine, KT


Motto: ‘We have been’ (‘Fuimus’)


Plant Badge: Rosemary


www.familyofbruceinternational.org; www.brucefamily.com
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Having accompanied William the Conqueror to England in 1066, the de Brus family from Brix, near Cherbourg in Normandy, was granted lands in Surrey and Yorkshire. In a later generation, Robert de Brus accompanied his friend David I to Scotland when he returned from England to be crowned in 1124 and he was given the lordship of Annandale in Dumfries and Galloway.


It was through the marriage of Robert, 4th Lord of Annandale, to Isobel of Huntingdon, granddaughter of King David and niece of King William the Lion, that the family acquired its claim to the Scottish throne to which Robert, 7th of Annandale, succeeded in 1306.


Although the name is dominated by the Royal line of King Robert, victor of Bannockburn, and his brother Edward, proclaimed High King of Ireland in 1315 (d.1318), the Bruces of Clackmannan (1334) and Kinloss (1608), and the earldoms of Elgin (1633) and Kincardine (1647) are descended from the same family.


The 7th Earl of Elgin became a diplomat and, between 1810 and 1812, rescued the Parthenon Stones (Elgin Marbles) from the Acropolis in Athens (then under Turkish rule). His son served as Governor General of Canada and Viceroy of India, a post also held by his son, the 9th Earl. Sir William Bruce (1630–1710) was architect for the restoration of the Palace of Holyroodhouse. Sir James Bruce (1730–94), son of David Bruce of Kinnaird, travelled up the Nile to Ethiopia (formerly Abyssinia) to trace the source of the Blue Nile.
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ANCESTRAL INTEREST


Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre, Whins of Milton, Stirling, FK7 OLJ. An equestrian statue of Robert the Bruce by Pilkington Jackson stands nearby.


Broomhall House, Charlestown, Dunfermline, KY11 3DU. Ancestral seat of the earls of Elgin and Kincardine.


Lochmaben Castle, Lockerbie, DG11 1JE. Ancient stronghold of the Bruces of Annandale.






BUCHANAN




Chief: John Michael Buchanan of that Ilk and Arnprior


Motto: ‘Henceforth forward the honour shall grow ever brighter’ (‘Clarior hinc honos’)


Plant Badge: Bilberry and oak


www.theclanbuchanan.com
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A Stirlingshire clan of Pictish origin, the Buchanans traditionally held lands on the east side of Loch Lomond. They are thought to have descended from an Irishman called Anselan O’Kyan who settled in Lennox in the 11th century. In the 13th century, Gilbert, seneschal to the Earl of Lennox, obtained a portion of the lands of Buchanan and took his name from them. A charter from Alexander II in 1225 confirmed the ownership of an island in Loch Lomond which is now called Clairinch.
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