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SYNOPSIS




Maria Regina lives amid the dilemmas of the heart: two men attract her attention, Maciel, young and vibrant, and Miranda, more mature and introspective. Between encounters, conversations, and music, she finds herself torn, imagining, perhaps unconsciously, an ideal of love that combines the best of both. The story portrays her internal conflict, the consequences of indecision, and the psychological nuances of an impossible choice.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.




 








Chapter I:
Adagio Cantabile




 




Maria

Regina accompanied her grandmother to her room, said goodbye, and retired to

her own. The mucama who served her, despite the familiarity that existed

between them, could not get a word out of her, and left half an hour later,

saying that Nhanhã was very serious. As soon as she was alone, Maria Regina sat

down at the foot of the bed, with her legs stretched out, her feet crossed,

thinking.




The

truth is that this girl was thinking lovingly of two men at the same time, one

twenty-seven years old, Maciel, the other fifty, Miranda. I agree that it is

abominable, but I cannot change the way things are, I cannot deny that if the

two men are in love with her, she is no less in love with both of them. A

strange one, in short; or, to speak like her school friends, a brainless one.

No one denies her excellent heart and clear mind; but her imagination is the

problem, a grim and covetous imagination, insatiable above all, averse to

reality, superimposing things of her own on the things of life; hence

irremediable curiosities.




The

visit of the two men (who had been courting her for a short time) lasted about

an hour. Maria Regina chatted happily with them and played a classical piece on

the piano, a sonata, which made her grandmother doze off a little. In the end,

they discussed music. Miranda said pertinent things about modern and ancient

music; her grandmother was devoted to Bellini and Norma, and spoke of

the songs of her time, pleasant, nostalgic, and above all clear. Her

granddaughter agreed with Miranda's opinions; Maciel politely agreed with

everyone.
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