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    Getting the Most Out of Matthew


    

      What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? How can we effectively disciple others? Christian bookstores are full of “how to” manuals that seek to answer these questions. The early church had a discipling manual too—the book of Matthew. It was written to teach us how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and how to disciple others. Before looking at current discipling manuals, why not go back to one of the originals?


      Discipleship is the application of Christian truth to the present. “What does God want me to do about this relationship?” “How can I deal with anxiety?” We need to know what God expects of us on a daily basis. Discipleship is a very practical matter.


      Practical questions were a concern of Matthew as he wrote his book. Matthew was a tax collector, so he knew how important it was to be practical. A tax collector has to know things like how much tax you owe, where you pay and who is authorized to collect it. And when a tax is paid, it must be recorded exactly. Otherwise government authorities tend to become hostile. Very practical stuff.


      Matthew draws on all his background as he writes. Your most important need as a disciple is to know what the Lord is like. Matthew will help you. Through his work you will get to know Jesus better as he responds to needy people, handles conflict and faces opposition. You will also see Jesus as a king. How does he handle authority? What type of laws does he give? How does he provide for his subjects?


      For your daily living you will discover how to handle anger and envy. You will learn how your faith can be strengthened, how to pray, how to grow in humility. You will gain insights into a biblical approach to evangelism. You will find out what attitudes the Lord thinks are important. And you will learn how to handle suffering and grief.


      In short, a study of Matthew will help you become a better disciple and disciplemaker.


      The content of Matthew will be covered by dividing it into two equal parts, 1:1—16:20 and 16:21—28:20. The first half is entitled “Discovering the King.” It focuses on the identity and authority of Jesus. The second half is entitled “The Rejection & Resurrection of the King.” It focuses on Jesus as he encounters opposition and persecution culminating in the cross and resurrection.


      From beginning to end Matthew is an exciting and challenging Gospel. Get ready for an adventure!


      

        Suggestions for Individual Study


        1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


        2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


        3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. If you are studying a book, it will be helpful to read through the entire book prior to the first study. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


        4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


        Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


        5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


        6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


        7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.


      


      

      

        Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


        1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


        2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


        3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


        4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


        When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


        5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


        6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


        7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


        8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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  The Work of the King


  Matthew 16:21—17:27


  

    One of the rules of good leadership is “no surprises.” Surprises can be upsetting. However, the no-surprise mentality can also become a formula for monotony and drudgery. I believe there is wisdom in the no-surprise mentality, but I like variety and want to adjust it a bit. Instead I say, “Good leadership seeks to eliminate unplanned surprises.”


     


    GROUP DISCUSSION. There is a significant difference between a pleasant surprise and an unpleasant surprise. Share one of each that you can recall.


    


    PERSONAL REFLECTION. The unfolding experience of Christian maturity includes surprises from both pain we could never have guessed and joys that we couldn’t have anticipated. In what ways has believing in Christ surprised you?


     


    Now that the disciples have been with Jesus for a while, Jesus must prepare them for the true nature of his kingdom. Initially the disciples are surprised as Jesus reveals the shocking cost of his mission and his requirements for discipleship. Read Matthew 16:21—17:13.


    
 


      1. What were some of the surprises the disciples received?


    


    

    

      2. Peter and Jesus seem to be at cross-purposes as Jesus’ statements do not fit the Jewish expectation of a conquering Messiah who defeats the enemies of Israel. In what specific ways are they different (16:21-23)?


    


    

    

      3. Jesus’ response to Peter is extremely intense. Why do you think Jesus addressed Peter as Satan?


    


    

    

      4. Jesus reveals the ultimate cost of following him (16:24-28), a cost that Peter indeed paid at the end of his life as he was killed in Rome. Why didn’t Jesus tell Peter and the disciples about the issue of cost when he first called them?


    


    

    

      5. How does the cost of discipleship affect the way you think about the leadership of Jesus?


    


    

    How does the cost of discipleship affect the way you think about the Christian faith?


    

    

      6. As he reveals the cost of discipleship, he also speaks of the benefits. How might the transfiguration be a partial fulfillment of Jesus’ promise of the impending rewards of the kingdom (16:28—17:9)?


    


    

    

      7. What would the disciples learn about Jesus by his transformed appearance, his conversation with Moses and Elijah, and the voice from heaven (17:1-8)?


    


    

    

      8. How might the experience of the transfiguration help them cope with their confusion around Jesus’ impending death?


    


    

    

      9. Having just seen Elijah on the mountain, the disciples are puzzled about the expected future ministry (v. 10) that Malachi writes about in the Old Testament. In what sense was Elijah’s ministry fulfilled by John the Baptist (17:11-13)?


    


    

    

      10. How was the ministry both a preparation for and a foreshadowing of Jesus’ ministry?


    


    

    

      11. The unfolding frustration of the disciples continues. Read Matthew 17:14-27. Describe your impression of Jesus as he confronts the spiritual powerlessness of his disciples.


    


    

    

      12. As a result of their powerlessness the disciples learn more about the nature of faith. What message would they get from Jesus’ teaching?
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